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ABSTRACT 

P r o h i b i t i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia was i n  f o r c e  f o r  o n l y  a  

s h o r t  t i m e  -- 1917 t o  1921 -- and a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  it was 

o f t e n  overshadowed by more u r g e n t  m a t t e r s  l i k e  t h e  war ,  o r  even 

r a i l w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r o l  

o f  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  k e p t  r e c u r r i n g  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  f requency  

a t  b o t h  t h e  l o c a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l s ,  i n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  

1 9 0 0 .  

Temperance s>$tSmint i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia was provoked by 

t h e  s o c i a l  problems t h a t  accompanied t h e  l o o s e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  

l i q u o r  o u t l e t s  and t h i s  s e n t i m e n t  was f u r t h e r  encouraged by 

t h e  churches  a s  t h e y  grew s t r o n g e r  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  p r o v i n c e ,  

E a r l y  temperance  f e e l i n g  e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  coming o f  

temperance  s o c i e t i e s  and i n  r e s t r i c t i v e  l i q u o r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  

B r i t i s h  Columbians wanted a  smooth-working, p rosperous  s o c i e t y  

based  on a n  a c c e p t a b l e  moral  s t a n d a r d  and by t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
! 
i c e n t u r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  some form o f  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c ,  
i 

i i f  n o t  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  was widespread.  Most Angl icans  and Roman 

/ C a t h o l i c s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  many P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  w h i l e  opposed t o  
* 

I p r o h i b i t i o n ,  f a v o r e d  r e s t r i c t i v e  l i q u o r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I The f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  L i b e r a l  p a r t y  i n  i t s  p l a t f o r m  l i n k e d  - -. - p r o h i b i t i o n  w i t h  
I 
I p r o g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m s  l i k e  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  t o  women and I -_ 

I 

t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  government c o r r u p t i o n  g a i n e d  a d d i t i o n a l  

s u p p o r t  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  and p r o h i b i t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n . )  -.- 



I Suppor t  f o r  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  movement came from merchan t s ,  

businessmen and p r o f e s s i o n a l  men and t h e y  l e d  t h e  s t r o n g  tempe- 

r a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  -- t h e  Local  Opt ion  League and t h e  Peoples  

P r o h i b i t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,   he gr-e& _maj-ogity o f  t h e s e -  p o h i b i -  
w 

I 
t i o n i s t s  - -. were + -  members of t h e  BapSis t , -Method i s t  and P r e s b y i e r i a n  

c h u r c h e s ,  e v a n g e l i c a l  d e n o m i n a t i o n s - t h a t  viewed t h e  s a l o o n  a s  a  
--- - - -  . 

c o m p e t i t o r  f o r  t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  t h e  working c l a s s e s &  Opposi- 
-- - 

t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  came c h i e f l y  from peop le  d i r e c t l y  engaged 

i n  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c ,  l i k e  brewers  and hote lmen,  b u t  a l s o  

from o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r  and from peop le  o u t s i d e  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  
-- - - -- - . - - 

The Dominion p r o h i b i t i o n  p l e b i s c i t e  o f  1898,  t h e  p rov in -  

c i a l  l o c a l  o p t i o n  p l e b i s c i t e  o f  1 9 0 9  and t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

p r o h i b i t i o n  referendum of 1 9 1 6 ,  a l l  r a n  i n  f a v o r  o f  e l i m i n a t i n g  
- 

o r  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  e x t e n s i v e  

s u p p o r t  f o r  some form o f  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l  e x i s t e d  i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia, However, b e f o r e  World War I ,  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

f o r c e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  were n o t  a s  powerful  a s  s i m i l a r  o r g a n i -  

z a t i o n s  e l sewhere  i n  Canada, and w h i l e  o t h e r  - p r o v i n c e s  were 
- - - - -  

g r a d u a l l y  b e i n g  d r i e d  up by r e s t r i c t i v e  l i q u o r  l a w s ,  t h e  d r y s  

i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia were unab le  t o  advance t h e i r  c a u s e ,  

The o u t b r e a k  o f  World War I c r e a t e d  an  emergency s i t u a -  

t i o n  and t h e  peop le  and government o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia and* 

i n d e e d  o f  Canada, were f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n  o f  con- 

s e r v i n g  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  -- money, manpower, f o o d s t u f f s  -- 
f o r  t h e  war e f f o r t ,  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  propaganda s k i l l f u l l y  

e x p l o i t e d  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  by emphasiz ing  t h a t  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  

i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l  e f f i c i e n c y  and t h e  economic 

s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  and t h a t  i t  was t h e r e f o r e  u n p a t r i o t i c  t o  
-. - - 

s u p p o r t  t h e  n e f a r i o u s  t r a d e  any l o n g e r ,  People  who had 



p r e v i o u s l y  opposed p r o h i b i t i o n  now s u p p o r t e d  it a t  least f o r  t h e  

d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  war,  The d r y  c a u s e  was v i c t o r i o u s  i n . t h e  pro-  

h i b i t i o n  referendum o f  1 9 1 6  and t h e  wets  were f u r t h e r  d i s c o m f i t e d  

by t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  o b t a i n  compensat ion f o r  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  

l o s s e s ,  
i 

(When peace  r e t u r n e d  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  ended 

and t h e  a c t  became n o t o r i o u s  f o r  t h e  way i n  which it was e i t h e r  

c i r cumvented  o r  v i o l a t e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  way it was e n f o r c e d ,  

Temperance s e n t i m e n t  was a l s o  a f f e c t e d  by a  post-war --- -- -- pessimism -- - . -..-- - 

, toward a  
- -- aiming t o  promote s o c i a l  

- 

p r o g r e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  moral  o v e r t o n e s , ' l i k e  
_ I _ . _ I ~ ~ I . V - - -  

p r o h i b i t i o n . \  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  fough t  h a r d  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  a c t  

b u t  i n  a n o t h e r  referendum t h e y  were sound ly  d e f e a t e d  and pro-  

h i b i t i o n  was r e p e a l e d ,  
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INTRODUCTION 

Historians in Canada have almost entirely ignored the 

subject of prohibition. Ruth Spence's Prohibition in Canada 1 

is the only major published work in this area and although the 

book represents considerable research it is unacceptable as 
--- - -  --- - 

serious history because in -- it the prohibition movement and 
" ---- 

its leaders are uncritically championed, The book is an 

attempt, the author confesses, "to appreciate the struggles of 

those through whose labors we have been enabled to reach this 

pinnacle of opportunity [prohibition l o t t 2  Prohibition is told 

as a success story and, since the book was published in 1919, 

it contains no account of the repeal of prohibition. Limited 

as the value of this book is, no historian has put himself to 

the task of improving on it. 

Neglect of the subject of prohibition is partly under- 

standable in historians who are seeking to emphasize the main 

themes of national, political and economic history, and there 

is no originality in the charge that Canadian historians have 

ignored social history. It is also possible that a strong 

dislike by liberal-minded historians of the kind of legally 

enforced morality represented by prohibition has led Chem to 

dismiss prohibition as a minority, bound-to-fail movement, 

and to consider its short-lived implementation as a political 

fluke. Such a liberal view is criticized in a recent article 



2 

. 
1-- _ by J. C. Burnham, an  American h i s t o r i a n .  Burnham c la ims  t h a t  

I 

p r o h i b i t i o n  h a s  u s u a l l y  been viewed, n o t  a s a  reform,  b u t  as 

an i l l - c o n c e i v e d  "experiment" t h e  r e p e a l  of  which involved no 

l o s s  t o  s o c i e t y .  H e  goes on t o  sugges t  t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s ,  l i k e -  

most Americans, ho ld  t h a t  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tury  good s o c i a l  

l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  been of  a cumulat ive  n a t u r e ,  and t h a t  i f  laws 

were found t o  be  unworkable o r  u s e l e s s ,  t hey  were d i sca rded ,  

and t h i s  is  what happened i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n e  Burnham 

f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a reexaminat ion of  t h e  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  

of  p r o h i b i t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  was a 

b e n e f i c i a l  reform and t h a t  perhaps t h e  r e p e a l  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  

was i l l - conce ived .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  American h i s t o r i a n s  have long  
4.- 

been i n t r i g u e d  by p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and have 

found it a u s e f u l  f i e l d  of  s tudy  -- "one o f  t h e  most i n s t r u c -  

t i v e  ep i sodes  i n  o u r  h i s t o r y , "  s ays  Richard Hofstadter4il Y -- 
and t h e y  have w r i t t e n  a g r e a t  d e a l  on t h e  s u b j e c t  i n c l u d i n g  

n o t  on ly  monographs b u t  a l s o  s t u d i e s  p l ac ing  t h e  movement i n  

wider  pe r spec t ive .  American p rohb i t i on  h a s  been s t u d i e d  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p rog res s ive  movement, t o  t h e  rura l -urban  

i s p l i t  and t o  r e l i g i o n .  I n  Canada, h i s t o r i a n s  have y e t  t o  

: exp lo re  p r o h i b i t i o n  as it r e l a t e s  t o  t h e s e  a r e a s .  

Neglect  of p r o h i b i t i o n  by h i s t o r i a n s  i n  Canada h a s  
I 

I 
n o t ,  of  cou r se ,  been t o t a l  and t h e r e - d o e s  e x i s t  a somewhat 

dubious h i s t o r i c a l  framework w i t h i n  which a s t u d e n t  o f  t h e  
; f'- 

s u b j e c t  can work. One view i s  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  Canada was 
- _  - -___ _ - _ _ - - ^ - - - - I -  - 

a  r e l i g i o u s  _ _  ._ -/- - a ~ - r - e ~ t h a r y _ r n h r ~ n ~ v e m e n t .  Stephen 

Leacock, who exper ienced p r o h i b i t i o n  a t  f i r s t  hand,  was a t  h i s  



I warning Englishmen a g a i n s t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s o c i a l  t y r a n n y  " s i n c e  

I t h e  f i r e s  d i e d  o u t  a t  S m i t h f i e l d : "  

But few peop le  r e a l i z e d  t h e  power o f  f a n a t i c i s m  o r  
t h e  p e c u l i a r  weakness o f  democra t i c  r u l e  upon which 
it f e d ,  From t h e  c r u s a d e  o f  a  d e s p i s e d  m i n o r i t y ,  
a  mark f o r  good-natured r i d i c u l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  f e a r ,  
t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  movement became a v a s t  c o n t i n e n t a l  
propaganda,  backed by u n l i m i t e d  money, e n g i n e e r e d  
by o r g a n i z e d  h y p o c r i s y ,  5 

' P r o h i b i t i o n , a c c o r d i n g  t o  Leacock, had  come l i k e  a  t h i e f  i n  t h e  I 
1 n i g h t ,  c l a d  i n  t h e  garments  o f  a narrow p u r i t a n  f a n a t i c ,  He 
I 
( d e r i s i v e l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  " d e s p i s e d  m i n o r i t y "  a s  a  few greedy 

1 small- town shopkeepers  who wanted t h e  money b e i n g  s p e n t  on 

/ l i q u o r ,  and a  few d r a b  f a r m e r s  who vo ted  t h e  c i t y  d r y  a s  a  

s p i t e  a g a i n s t  i t s  l i g h t s  and g a i e t y , 6  Examples o f  t h i s  

( t h i e f - i n - t h e - n i g h t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  can  a l s o  be  
1 
I found,  though r a r e l y  e x p l i c i t l y ,  i n  t h e  work o f  contemporary 

I h i s t o r i a n s .  For example, - Joseph  S c h u l l ,  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  

L a u r i e r ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  h o l d  a  f e d e r a l  p l e b i s c i t e  on p r o h i b i t i o n  

i n  1898,  s a y s  t h a t  " t h e  Prime M i n i s t e r ,  i n  an  unwary moment, 

( had been l u r e d  i n t o  promis ing  a  n a t i o n a l  referendum on p r o h i -  

b i t i o n , ~ ~  The s t a t e m e n t  i m p l i e s  t h a t  L a u r i e r  was t r i c k e d ,  I n  

i a c t u a l  f a c t ,  t h e  " l u r i n g "  had been done by t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  
I 

/ i t s e l f ,  which,  a f t e r  f u l l  d i s c u s s i o n ,  adop ted  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  5 

p l a n  as p a r t  o f  i t s  p l a t f o r m  i n  1893 i n  hopes  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  

1 temperance v o t e ,  --- and t h e  promise o f  a  p l e b i s c i t e  was used 

a g a i n  i n  t h e  1896 e l e c t i o n  campaign, The b e s t  h i s t o r y  o f  

1 B r i t i s h  Columbia i n c l u d e s  o n l y  a  few r e f e r e n c e s  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  

b u t  t h e y  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r  l o o k s  a t  



p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  terms s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  Eeacock, Thus Marga- 
--. 

'pet Ormsby s p e a k s  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  a s  a  " t e n s e l y  

r i g h t e o u s  t y p e  of p a t r i o t ,  who seemed comple te ly  o u t  o f  

c h a r a c t e r  i n  a  s e t t i n g  which had n e v e r  been no ted  f o r  i t s  

p u r i t a n n i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  "' 
Leacock 's  view o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  i s  opposed by t h e  i n t e r -  

p r e t a t i o n  o f  A r t h u r  R , M ,  Lower, Re-examining t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

s t o r y  f o r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  Leacock, Lower f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  movement 

was n o t  l e d  o n l y  by a  few "c rankssg  b u t  t h a t  " l a r g e ,  i n t e l l i -  

g e n t  and p r o s p e r o u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  n e a r l y  e v e r y  community'' 

s u p p o r t e d  it. 

The d r i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  was conducted  i n  
e v e r y  form- and- on e v e r y  p l a n e ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  
e e e T i E a 1 , - e c o n o ~ ~ c ,  I t  was compounded o f  s o c i a l  
d i - s i n t e r e s t e d n e s s ,  r e l i g i o u s  -- from h o t  and s t r o n g  
t o  s t a i d  and d i g n i f i e d  -- f a n a t i c i s m ,  and de tached  
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  I t  caugh t  up a l l  r a n k s  
and c l a s s e s ,  , , , 10 

Any e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  movement i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia f i t s  i n t o  t h e  framework o f  t h e s e  two d i f f e r i n g  i n t e r -  

p r e t a t i o n s ,  and y e t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  p r o h i b i t i o n  t h e r e  was 

un ique  i n  Canada, P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia -- - 

c- V 

appeared  weaker t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  e l sewhere  and ,  as a  

r e s u l t ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia g o t  p r o v i n c i a l  -- - * - -  - - p r o h i b i t i o n  __I.- - . l a t e r  - t h a n  

1 a l l  t h e  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  --- e x c e p t  -- Quebec, -- - - which n e v e r  p u t  such  a 
i - - - - -  /-' 

law i n t o  e f f e c t ,  Fur thermore ,  e v e r y  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  

, Quebec, exper imented  w i t h  p r o h i b i t i o n  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  

( l o c a l  o p t i o n )  under  f e d e r a l  o r  p r o v i n c i a l  law b e f o r e  

province-wide p r o h i b i t i o n  was a t t e m p t e d ,  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  i n  
< - 

t h e  P a c i f i c  p r o v i n c e  a l s o  t r i e d  t o  o b t a i n  a  p r o v i n c i a l  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  l a w  b u t  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s ,  



The weakness of the British Columbia temperance movement 

can be explained partly by economic influences on the young t 

society, and partly because of the numerical predominance of 

the - - British (and Anglican) element in the provincial* 

population, 
C-. 

The economic development of British Columbia began with ! 

the fur trade and remained linked primarily with the exploi- 1 
tation of the natural resources of the province -- minerals, 
timber and fish -- and from the beginning a large proportion ' 

/ 
of British Columbians settled in cities and towns, Comp- /' --- -- 

letely dependent on particular industries, towns like Barker- 

ville, Donald, Douglas, Fairview, Fort Steele and Phoenix, 

places that were connected mainly with railway construction 

or mining, flourished and then died, Fishing and lumbering 

only provided seasonal employment and thus the men who were 

engaged in such work were transient to a certain extent, 

under these conditions it took time for society in British 

Columbia to develop a sense of permanency, In the 

eastern provinces the economy developed differently, There, 

an early period of settlement and social dislocation was 

followed by a predominantly - .*.. ~ - - -  - -.- . - .  rural and stable way of life and 

tberpopulous rural areas consistently supported moral reform 
I '- 
legiglatfo> British Columbia never became a rural province -- 

I / and consequently t he  same degree of social stability took - - -. 
12 much longer to develop, - - 

I In British Columbia, the population composition and 

I 
I the relative strength of the various religious denominations 



w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  E n g l i s h -  

Canadian p r o v i n c e s ,  I n  t h e  y e a r s  between 1 9 0 0  and 1920,  no 

o t h e r  p r o v i n c e  added t o  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  such a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  

o f  E n g l i s h  and S c o t t i s h  immigrants  d i r e c t  from t h e  B r i t i s h  

Isles, I n  t h e  p r a i r i e s ,  where many immigrants  came from 
I, 

C e n t r a l  and E a s t e r n  Europe,  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  movement grew 

more q u i c k l y  s i n c e  i n  b o t h  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s  it 

was t h o u g h t  u r g e n t  t h a t  a n  e n f o r c e d  minimum s t a n d a r d  o f  

m o r a l i t y  w a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  "Canad ian iza t ion"  o f  

t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  . 13' A s  f o r  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  nowhere i n  Canada d i d  ' 
1 

q h e  Church o f  England have  such a  n u m e r i c a l l y  dominant pos i -  
!, 

t i o n  as it had  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia and t h i s  church  was I c 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  more t o l e r a n t  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  personal - !  

u s e  and sale  o f  l i q u o r  t h a n  were t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  and t h e  ' 
I 

;k M e t h o d i s t s ,  

-pThus,  t h e  aims o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  i n  B r i t i s h  L, 

p r o v i n c e s  and i n  t h e  p r a i r i e s ,  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  i d e a  ga ined  

widespread  s u p p o r t .  The o u t b r e a k  o f  war had a n  i n f l u e n c e  on . 

-" 

s o c i e t y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia t h a t  made t h e  i d e a  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  

more g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e .  However, when t h e  w a r  ended,  s o  

d i d  much o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

t h r e e  c h a p t e r s ,  the  rise and f a l l  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia is  examined, An a t t e m p t  i s  made t o  answer t h e  

p e r t i n e n t  q u e s t i o n s :  who t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  were ,  how t h e y  
- -- -- - 

succeeded i n  g e t t i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n  p a s s e d ,  and why p r o h i b i t i o n  
- -__ - * 
was r e p e a l e d  a 
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CHAPTER I 

THE R I S E  OF TEMPERANCE SENTIMENT 

The r ise o f  temperance sen t iment  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia is 

analyzed h e r e  by an examination of  t h r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  

problem: t h e  s o c i a l  cond i t i ons  and problems t h a t  provoked 

temperance sen t iment ;  t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  churches  and t h e i r  

r e l i g i o u s  view of  s o c i e t y ;  and,  t h e  work o f  t h e  s e c u l a r  tem- 

perance s o c i e t i e s ,  

There i s  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  r i s e  of  temperance 

sen t iment  and s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  developing a r e a s  i n  Canada, 

A few h i s t o r i a n s  have explored t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  e a s t e r n  Canada, and have publ i shed  a r t i c l e s  i n  which it is 

shown t h a t  as p ioneer ing  communities developed,  t hey  i n e v i t a b l y  

r e a c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  demoral iz ing i n f l u e n c e  of  exces s ive  

d r ink ing .  I n  t h e  Maritimes f o r  example, s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  

known as " f r o l i c s "  f r e q u e n t l y  degenerated i n t o  drunken brawls  

i n  bo th  r u r a l  and urban a r e a s  and s o  temperance s o c i e t i e s  

caught on as r e s p e c t a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e s e  f r o l i c s ,  2 

Thus, accord ing  t o  W i l l i a m  Elgee,  a Canadian s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  

t h e  temperance movement "a rose  n e i t h e r  o u t  of  d o c t r i n a l  -- --- -.- *--I-- -a_-_ - ._ ..- -C -----l-.-..--".* .-,. _ J 
t e ach ing  .- _ ___ _.._ ._-+. n o r  - -- - --- Bible  - "w ".---. - i n t e r p r e t a t f o n  . --. . ---.-.*- b u t  -.. from - t h e  I__._ d a i l y  evidence .__-_I_C 

of a g r e a t  e v i l  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  human s i t ~ a t i o n . " ~  
- .--- - " *..- - "  - -- -- *..-.. ". - 



Elgee ' s  conc lus ion  i s  u s e f u l  i n  exp la in ing  t h e  r i s e  of  

temperance sen t iment  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, Undeniably, s t r o n g  

d r i n k  caused s o c i a l  problems, Liquor was cheap,  p l e n t i f u l ,  
_I__^ _- --_ - -- - -  -- -I _ _ 

,, 

and of  h igh  a l c o h o l i c  c o n t e n t ,  and, in-dividuals  who drank- t o o  
r\ 

much became pe r sona l ly  demoralized and, if they  had f a m i l i e s ,  
-1 

t h e  h a r d s h i p  was compounded, Some people f e l t  t h a t  unscrupu- 

l o u s  l i q u o r  s e l l e r s  took advantage sf human weakness f o r  

t h e i r  own p r o f i t  and many sa loons  and boo t l eg  j o i n t s  became 

c e n t r e s  f o r  a l l  k inds  of  d i s r e p u t a b l e  and i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  B r i t i s h  Columbians r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on s p i r i t s  as 

w e l l  as b e e r  t o  quench t h e i r  t h i r s t ,  The same was t r u e  of  a l l  

of  Canada be fo re  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tury  and Canada d i d  no t  

r e a l l y  become a  n a t i o n  of  b e e r  d r i n k e r s  u n t i l  a f t e r  p roh ib i -  

t i o n  when government t a x e s  began making s p i r i t s  t o o  expens ive ,  

The people o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia qu ick ly  took t h e  l e a d  i n  p e r  

c a p i t a  consumption o f  a l c o h o l  and by 1893 they  were imbibing 

one and one h a l f  t imes  a s  much a s  t h e i r  n e a r e s t  compet i to rs  i n  

e a s t e r n  CanadaO4 Wide-open d r i n k i n g  p r a c t i c e s  and o t h e r  moral 

excesses  provoked d i s g u s t  i n  many s e n s i t i v e  people and a 

r e a c t i o n  i n  f avo r  o f  moral and temperance reform l e g i s l a t i o n ,  

Excess ive  use  of  a l c o h o l i c  beverages  caused s o c i a l  prob- ------ _ _ _ -  
lems i n  t h e  e a r l y  mining and r a i lway  towns b u t  t h e  u n s t a b l e  

" . - .  ---- -- 

n a t u r e  of  such communities d f s c o u r a ~ d  e f f o r t s  t o  impose . - -  - -  

s o c i a l  and moral g u i d e l i n e s ,  One obse rve r  of  t h e  gold r u s h  

days s t a t e d  t h a t  "it would a lmost  t a k e  a  l i n e  o f  packet  s h i p s  

running between h e r e  and San Franc isco  t o  supply t h i s  I s l a n d  

wi th  grog,  s o  g r e a t  a t h i r s t  p r e v a i l s  among i t s  inhabi tants . l15 



The_..~udden - Snf l u x  of  a l a r g e ,  t r a n s i e n t  male popula t ion  looking 

f o r  go ld  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  of B r i t i s h  

Columbia communities and i n  s e r i o u s  problems i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  

m o r a l i t y ,  S O D ,  Clark h a s  shown how t h e  m o b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

workers,  t h e  communities peopled mainly by men, t h e  absence of 
I 

I fami ly  l i f e ,  and t h e  f e v e r i s h  a c t i v i t y  of  t h e  summers coupled 

wi th  complete i d l e n e s s  i n  w i n t e r ,  d iscouraged a t t e m p t s  t o  

p rov ide  t h e  miners wi th  c u l t u r a l  and r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  6 

The major moral problems o f  t h e  miners were drinkin-i3 gambling --- -- . - . -- - - a  - .---.---.- --- 
I 

and p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  I n  V i c t o r i a  Ind ians  were supp l i ed  wi th  --__ _-" --._. _ _---I. 

l i q u o r  and they  i n  t u r n  s u p p l i e d  g i r l s  f o r  purposes of p r o s t i -  

t u t i o n O 7  I n  t h e  towns, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  V i c t o r i a  where t h e  
/ i '  

miners r e t u r n e d  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r ,  d r ink ing  -- . became a s s o c i a t e d  

wi th  i d l e n e s s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  rowdyism, crime a n d - ~ e r s o n a l  
w / 

demora l i za t iono  E f f o r t s  t o  o rgan ize  t h e  miners i n t o  a  s o c i e t y  - I - ** 
I I 

with  a t  l e a s t  some degree  of  s t a b i l i t y  were n o t  s u c c e s s f u l  

be fo re  t h e  gold  ru sh  ended, 

S o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  which encouraged heavy d r ink ing  

reappeared i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia when construc-  

t i o n  began on t h e  Canadian P a c i f i c  Railway i n  t h e  18801s ,  

dur ing  t h e  mining and logging  a c t i v i t i e s  a decade l a t e r ,  and 

dur ing  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  Grand Trunk P a c i f i c  Railway and 

t h e  P a c i f i c  Great  Eas te rn  Railway e a r l y  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  

cen tury .  I s o l a t e d  work camps made up a lmost  e n t i r e l y  o f  men,8 

p h y s i c a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  and o f t e n  dangerous work, and t h e  a v a i l a -  

b i l i t y  of abundant,  cheap l i q u o r  a t  nearby towns t o  which 

l a b o u r e r s  could escape  on days o f f  l e d  t o  a s t a g g e r i n g  amount 



of  drunkeness ,  Herber t  Gowen, an e a r l y  B r i t i s h  Columbian, 

desc r ibed  Yale dur ing  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  t h e  Canadian 

- - .- -.- P a c i f i c  Railway a 

Yale bore  a t  t h i s  t ime a most unenviable  r e p u t a t i o n ,  
Pay day was s i g n a l i z e d  by t h e  most f e a r f u l  r i o t s ,  
wi th  which t h e  a l l  t o o  s l e n d e r  p o l i c e  f o r c e  was 
powerless t o  contend,  Drunkenness and d i s o r d e r  
f i l l e d  t h e  p l a c e  day and n i g h t ,  F i r e  k ind led  by 
l i g h t s  h e l d  i n  hands unsteady wi th  d r i n k  were of  
a lmost  d a i l y  occur rence ,  t h e  j a i l  was overf lowing 
and t h e  j u s t i c e s  wearyo T a t t e r e d ,  d i r t - b e s p a t t e r e d  
drunkards r o l l e d  about t h e  s t r e e t s ,  wallowing i n  
t h e  mud, c u r s i n g  and f i g h t i n g ,  and d r i v i n g  a l l  
r e s p e c t a b l e  people i n t o  t h e  r e c e s s e s  o f  t h e i r  homes, 
whi le  s a loon  a f t e r  sa loon  was added t o  t h e  number 
a l r e a d y  t e r r i b l y  i n  excess  of  t h e  needs of  t h e  
communityo 

I n  such a crude s o c i a l  environment d e l i c a t e  d r ink ing  

customs d i d  no t  e a s i l y  developo Men drank t o  g e t  drunk,  and 
/ 

t h e  qu icker  t h e  b e t t e r ,  The h a b i t  o f  "bender" d r ink ing  on 
/- - 

weekends became and has  remained a p e c u l i a r  d r i n k i n g  t r a i t  

n o t  on ly  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia b u t  i n  a l l  of  North America as 
J 1 

a - -. r e s u l t  o f  e a r l y  p r i m i t i v e  s o c i a l  
i--- - 

--d 
The heavy d r ink ing  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  efficiency and t h e  

morale o f  r a i lway  c o n s t r u c t i o n  crews, Workmen _ _-_.-- cashed ___ t h e i r  
"----I -- 

cheques i n  sa loons  and then  sometimes would no t  r eappea r  f o r  - --- ' 

days,  Towns t o  which workers went t o  do t h e i r  d r ink ing  o f t en  

a t t r a c t e d  undes i r ab l e  and even c r i m i n a l  e lements ,  A t  Donald, 

on t h e  CPR l i n e ,  t h e  Dominion p o l i c e  found t h a t  t hey  had t o  

contend wi th  "gamblers and toughs" who l i v e d  by g e t t i n g  t h e  

"navvies" ( c o n s t r u c t i o n  workers)  drunk and then  " r o l l i n g "  

t heme lo  There were a l s o  brawls  i nvo lv ing  l i q u o r  between r a i l -  

way gangs r i g h t  i n  t h e  camps where t h e  men l i v e d o 1 l  The 

complaints  o f  r a i lway  c o n s t r u c t i o n  foremen and l a w  enforcement 



1 3  

' o f f i c i a l s  f i n a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  a f e d e r a l  enactment  p r o c l a i m i n g  

the  r a i l w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e l t  a  "dry"  a r e a ,  a t  f i rst  t w e n t y ,  

and l a t e r  f o r t y ,  m i l e s  wide ,  The l e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  n o t  v e r y  

s u c c e s s f u l  because  t h e  Prov ince  o f  B r i t i s h  Colum _- - _ _- _ -- - .- - 1 ed  

t o  t h i s  a t t e m p t  by t h e  f e d e r a l  government t o  c l a i m  p o l i c e  - "- %."* -. -- -- - . *. -- -- -- -..> -- 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h i n  - i t s  boundar$es_and t h e r e f o r e  r e f u s e d  t o  

c o o p e r a t e  i n  e n f o r c i n g  t h e  "dry" l a w ,  l2 The p r o v i n c i a l  

government passed  a similar "dry  b e l t "  law a  f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r  

when t h e  Grand Trunk P a c i f i c  l i n e  was b e i n g  b u i l t  t o  P r i n c e  

R u p e r t ,  I n  any c a s e  b o o t l e g g e r s  and l o c a l  b rewers  o f  "rock- 

c u t "  -- a  homebrew i n  which l i q u o r  and a n a r c o t i c  were 

combined -- s u p p l i e d  t h e  demand f o r  l i q u o r ,  1 3  

I n  fas t -g rowing  B r i t i s h  Columbia communit ies ,  it was a n  

u n d e r s t a t e m e n t  t o  d e s c r i b e  s o c i a l  and moral  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  

llwide-open". Many towns ,  and even e s t a b l i s h e d  c i t i e s  l i k e  -- - - -- - . -, - - - 

V i c t o r i a  and Vancouver, had  well-known "Red L igh t"  d i s t r i c t s ,  

A P r e s b y t e r i a n  s t u d y  o f  s o c i a l  and mora l  c o n d i t i o n s  showed I 

t h a t  i n  many c i t i e s  p o l i c e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t e n d e d  t o  t o l e r a t e  

s o c i a l  v i c e  i f  it w a s  c a r r i e d  on i n  s e g r e g a t e d  a r e a s  w i t h i n  o r  

a d j a c e n t  t o  c i t i e s . 1 4  The -. s t u d y  a l s o  gave B r i t i s h  Columbia 1 I id- 

t h e  dub ious  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  p e r m i t t i n g  more open v i c e  t h a n  any , 

o t h e r  p r o v i n c e  i n  Canada. Alan Morley, a  newspaper j o u r n a l i s t  -- .- - 
and l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  c l a i m s  t h a t  i n  Vancouver a  p o l i c e  cons-  

t a b l e  v i s i t e d  c i t y  p r o s t i t u t e s  monthly t o  c o l l e c t  a  f i n e  o r  

f e e  and one o f  t h e  madames promptly c a l l e d  h e r  payments h e r  

"I5 I t  w a s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  i n  such  a  -.. 
" s i n n i n g  l i c e n s e ,  

s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  a moral  r e fo rm movement a r o s e ,  



To a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t + . t h e  temperance movement was an e f f o r t  

t o  p r o t e c t  p e o p l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  young p e o p l e ,  from t h e  
-----___*------.-----.--. 

consequences  o avy d r i n k i n g ,  Consequent ly ,  much o f  t h e  

temperance  a t t a c k  w a s  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h o s e  p l a c e s  w h ~ - ~ e ~ n o s t  o f  
-- - ---- __ _-.- 

t h e  d r i n k i n g  went on -- . the s a l o o n  and h o t e l  b a r s ,  and t h e  
-.-- . " -- -.-.-*._,_. _ll_. < ^ 

" b l i n d  p i g s ,  With t h e  i n f l u x  o f  t h e  f irst  miners  i n t o  

B r i t i s h  Columbia, t h e  _I-_. l i q u o r  . . b a r  became .- - an - i m p o r t a n t  s o c i a l  

I i n s t i t u t i o n  and ,  f o r  b e t t e r  o r  f o r  worse ,  t h e  o n l y  s o c i a l  
----.--__I____^_. 

I i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  appeared  a b l e  t o  cope w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  numbers 

I o f  men t h a t  crowded i n t o  V i c t o r i a ,  - B a r k e r v i l l e  and o t h e r  - -* I . communities.  I n  t h e  e a r l y  days  o f  many communit ies ,  s a l o o n  

I premises  were even used f o r  church  s e r v i c e s ,  w h i l e  b u s i n e s s  

I went on as u s u a l ,  l7 One p r o v i n c i a l  h i s t o r i a n  found t h a t  i n  

t h e  new towns s a l o o n s  were t h e  most common b u i l d i n g s  and 

I u s u a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  t o  go up, l8 I n  t h e  a e a r l y d a y s  - o f  Vancouver,  

( f o r  exa-le, t h e n n u m b e r  of  m e r c a n t i l e  s t o r e s  r a n  a poor t h i r d  
e--- 

I beh ind  s a l o o n s  and r e a l  e s t a t e  o f f i c e s  and one o f  t h e  f i r s t  
* - . < ,..- 

s a l o o n s  i n  town (Deighton House) was r e p o r t e d l y  b u i l t  i n  

( twen ty - four  h o u r s .  l9 Many s a l o o n s  o f f e r e d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  

I gambling o r  b i l l i a r d s .  20 I n  i s o l a t e d  i n t e r i o r  communities 

1 music o r  magic a c t s ,  o r  even boxing matches were o c c a s i o n a l l y  

I fprovided.  Speaking b e f o r e  t h e  Royal Commission on t h e  Liquor  

I T r a f f i c  o f  1892,  John Pawson, a  former  Nanaimo sa loon-keeper ,  

I gave a n  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

( s a l o o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

. I n  t h e  e a r l y  days t h e  s a l o o n  was l i k e  t h e  c l u b ,  
There  were a t  t h a t  t i m e  none o f  t h e  home comfor t s  

I 



t h a t  a r e  found i n  t h e  o l d e r  s e t t l e d  communit ies ,  and 
i n  f a c t  t h e r e  were ve ry  few of  t h e  home comfor t s  t h a t  
e x i s t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  A t  t h a t  t i m e  men l i v e d  i n  
c a b i n s  and l i v e d  rough ly ,  Many o f  them l i v e d  w i t h  
I n d i a n  women, and t h e  consequence was t h a t  i n  t h e  
s a l o o n  you would h e a r  t h e  l a tes t  g o s s i p ,  f o r  news 
came b u t  once a  week, and t h e r e  were no t e l e g r a p h s ,  
So t h e  s a loon  was a  rendezvous f o r  t h e  men t o  a 
g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  it i s  now, I do n o t  know t h a t  
t h e r e  was more d i s s i p a t i o n  t h e n  t h a n  now i n  t h e  
s a l o o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s  o f  people  i n  
them a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  , , , A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e  
popu l a t i on  i n  t h e  coun t ry  i s  more s t e a d y ,  and t h e y  
[ s a l o o n s l  a r e  beg inn ing  t o  f e e l  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
domes t i c  l i f e ,  2 1  

Some a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  argued t h a t  t h e  s a l o o n  was a  

permanently n e c e s s a r y  s o c i a l  meet ing p l a c e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  

the men and a v a l u a b l e  s o c i a l  o u t l e t ,  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  r e p l i e d  

t h a t  i f  t h e  booze was t a k e n  away t h e  f e l l o w s h i p  d i s s o l v e d  as 

w e l l ,  I n  any c a s e ,  t h e  s o c i a l  and g u s t a t o r y  p l e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  

s a loon  were n o t  w i thou t  a p r i c e  and a  moment o f  weakness cou ld  

q u i c k l y  add t o  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  men who o f t e n  recovered  from 

d r i n k i n g  bou t s  t o  f i n d  themse lves  i n  j a i l ,  o r  i n j u r e d ,  o r  

p e n n i l e s s  and unemployed, and,  depending on r e l i g i o u s  back- 

ground,  w i t h  va ry ing  f e e l i n g s  o f  g u i l t ,  

U n t i l  1 9 0 0 ,  and i n  some areas f o r  a  long  t ime  t h e r e a f t e r ,  
--- 

h o t e l  and s a l o o n  b a r s  remained open twenty-four  hou r s  .- a  day ,  . ..- - 
seven days  a week, and i n  some towns,  l i k e  Hazel ton i n  t h e  

--- . . 

days o f  r a i l w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h e r e , - b a r s  
..."-- - 

humming a t  n i g h t  "as i n  t h e  dayo  --- " - ,- 1122 Condi t ions  were n o t  much 

d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s ,  When t h e  u n w i t t i n g  Lord and 

Lady Aberdeen s t a y e d  i n  a N e w  Wes$minster h o t e l  i n  October o f  

1895 t h e y  were g iven  a room d i r e c t l y  o v e r  t h e  b a r ,  Lady Aber- 

deen r eco rded  t h a t  n i g h t ' s  experi-ence i n  h e r  d i a r y .  



A t  1 :15  H O E o  [Lord Aberdeenl  r a n g  t o  a s k  t h e  n i g h t  
p o r t e r  when t h e  h o t e l  was s h u t  up, "Not a t  a l l , "  was 
t h e  answer ,  When does  t h e  b a r  ~ l o s e ? ~ '  " N o t  a t  a l l ,  
S i r , "  However it was f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h i s  was 
o n l y  t h e  c a s e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  F a i r ,  when t h e r e  
were a b s o l u t e l y  no beds  a v a i l a b l e  and when t h e r e f o r e  
t h e  v i s i t i n g  young men were a l lowed  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  
b a r  room f o r  t h e  n i g h t ,  They c e r t a i n l y  d i d  u s e  i t ,  
b u t  h a p p i l y  t h e  s i n g i n g  and s h o u t i n g  were s o  c o n t i -  
nuous t h a t  I w a s  f i n a l l y  sung t o  s l e e p  and woke o n l y  
t o  h e a r  t h e  c a r o u s a l  b e i n g  c l o s e d  by God Save t h e  
Queen s h o r t l y  a f t e r  8  a ,m, But a s  we are t h e  g u e s t s  
o f  t h e  c i t y  on t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  we must s a y  n ~ t h i n g ~ ~ ~  

If s a l o o n s  s e r v e d  an  i m p o r t a n t  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n  f o r  t h e  

/ear ly  m i n e r s ,  community l e a d e r s  found by 1890 t h a t  such  p l a c e s  

were becoming t r o u b l e  s p o t s ,  The v a l u e  o f  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  of a  s a l o o n  was i n v a r i a b l y  d e p r e s s e d ,  Because t h e  

b u s i n e s s  of s e l l i n g  l i q u o r  was p r o f i t a b l e ,  a  l a r g e  number o f  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  s o l d  i t ,  A newspaperman r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
r 
was a l i c e n s e d  b a r  f o r  e v e r y  t h i r t e e n  peop le  i n  N e w  Westmins ter  

i n  1880 and many u n l i c e n s e d  p l a c e s , 2 4  I n  and around V i c t o r i a  

i n  1900 t h e r e  were o v e r  one hundred p l a c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s a l o o n s ,  

h o t e l s ,  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  and e tc ,  w i t h  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e s ,  

A s  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n c r e a s e d ,  owners o f  l i c e n s e d  p remises  

were f o r c e d  t o  become more a g g r e s s i v e  i n  s e l l i n g  l i q u o r ,  wine 

and b e e r .  One o b s e r v e r  who t r a v e l l e d  a c r o s s  w e s t e r n  Canada t o  

s t u d y  s a l o o n s  found t h a t  i n  Vancouver and V i c t o r i a  c l o s i n g  

h o u r s  were n o t  obse rved  and t h a t  drunk p e r s o n s  were 

H e  a l s o  found t h a t  many b a r s  became " j o i n t s "  f r e q u e n t e d  by 

drunks  and t h a t  more and more s a l o o n s  were avo ided  by ' ' res- 

p e c t a b l e  d r i n k e r s "  who p r e f e r r e d  t h e i r  d r i n k s  a t  home o r  a t  a 

c l u b ,  2 6  Some s a l o o n s  a l s o  began o f f e r i n g  free l u n c h e s  t o  

a t t r a c t  cus tomers ,  



A s  communities grew more s e t t l e d  and developed a community 
/ v 

consc iousness ,  r e a c t i o n  s e t  i n  a g a i n s t  wide-open d r ink ing  prac- 

t i c e s ,  The f i r s t  concern was f o r  t h o s e  who became pe r sona l ly  

demoralized by d r i n k  and about 1885, a  - -- p r o v i n c i a l  - law was 

passed whereby a  drunkard could be placed under i n t e r d i c t ,  o r  

- "siwashed" as it was popula r ly  known, on a p p l i c a t i o n  of h i s  

next-of-kin o r  h i m s e l f ,  and T h e r e a f t e r  it was an o f f e n s e  f o r  

anyone t o  s e l l  him l i q u o r ,  Considerable  p re s su re  was pu t  on 

sa loon  owners t o  keep t h e i r  p l aces  i n  good o r d e r  bo th  physi-  

c a l l y  and mora l lyo  There was a l s o  an e f f o r t  t o  ensure  t h a t  

only  r e s p e c t a b l e  employees se rved  behind l i q u o r  b a r s  and 

a f t e r  1 9 0 9  a l l  b a r t e n d e r s  i n  Vancouver were l i c e n s e d  annua l ly  

on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  c h a r a c t e r  r e f e r e n c e  s igned  by t h e  c h i e f  of  

p o l i c e  , 2 7  Around 1890 communities began d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  

a g a i n s t  sa loons  and i n  f avo r  of  h o t e l s  by making it almost  

imposs ib le  t o  s ecu re  l i c e n s e s  f o r  new sa loon  premises ,  2 8  1n - - 

1 9 1 1  a  l a w  was p-assed g i v i n g  sa loon  owners t h r e e  y e a r s  t o  __ _ - 

wind up t h e i r  a f f a i r s  o r  conver t  t h e i r  sa loons  i n t o  h o t e l s ,  

which meant adding a s  many as t h i r t y  rooms t o  t h e  premises ,  

Other r e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p l i e d  t o  sa loon  and h o t e l  b a r s  a l i k e ,  

, A Sunday c l o s i n g  law w a s  passed as e a r l y  a s  1 8 9 1  b u t  it w a s  

i n e f f e c t i v e  s i n c e  it permi t ted  t r a v e l l e r s  (anyone who had 

t r a v e l l e d  a d i s t a n c e  o f  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  m i l e s )  t o  quench 

t h e i r  t h i r s t ,  Night ly  c l o s i n g  laws were n o t  much more e f f e c -  

t i v e  s i n c e  t h e y  d i d  no t  r e q u i r e  b a r s  t o  be locked i n  t h e  o f f  

hou r s ,  no r  t h e  l i g h t s  t o  be o u t ,  The i n t e n t  of  t h e s e  regula -  

t i o n s  was f i n a l l y  enforced a f t e r  new and b e t t e r - d e f i n e d  laws 

were passed i n  1913, 



Temperance workers  t ook  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e s e  l e g a l  res- I 
I 

_.I- 

' t r i c t i o n s ;  however, many o f  t h e  laws were j u s t  a s  much a n  
I 

\ 

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a growing community consc iousness  and a g e n e r a l  
i 

concern  abou t  p u b l i c  m o r a l i t y ,  It  shou ld  be  made q u i t e  c l e a r  

t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  s e e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  t empe ra t e  

s o c i e t y  and t h e  a m e l i o r a t i o n  o f  problems connected  w i t h  

d r i n k i n g  was widespread b u t  d i d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  imply a  b e l i e f  

i n  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  The a l t e r n a t i v e  view t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  d i d  n o t  

f a v o r  a  wide-open s o c i e t y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  Piquor  laws b u t  one 

w i t h  moderate and r e a s o n a b l e  s o c i a l  and e t h i c a l  g u i d e l i n e s  on 

q u e s t i o n s  such  a s  t h e  u se  o f  l i q u o r ,  There were f a n a t i c  pro- 
/ 

h i b i t i o n i s t s  who would neve r  be  s a t i s f i e d  u n t i l  a l l  l i q u o r  had 

been ban i shed  from t h e  p rov ince ,  There were a l s o  c e r t a i n  

unsc rupu lous  l i q u o r  d e a l e r s  and b o o t l e g g e r s  who were e q u a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  keeping t h e  temperance i s s u e  a l i v e ,  because  

t h e y  disobeyed o r  c i rcumvented a l l  laws aimed a t  r e s t r i c t i n g  

t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c ,  

U n s e t t l e d  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  temperance 
/ 

s en t i men t  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia a s  peop le  r e a c t e d  t o  t h e  ev id -  

ence  of e x c e s s i v e  d r i n k i n g  around them, -Temperance - s en t imen t  

was a l s o  f o s t e r e d  by l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  churches  who 

hoped t h a t  t h e  church i t s e l f ,  as w e l l  as s o c i e t y  a s  a whole, 

would b e n e f i t  from temperance l aws ,  I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  had a degree  o f  i n f l u e n c e  

on t h e  Canadian way o f  l i f e ,  i n deed ,  on t h e  Western way o f  



l i f e ,  t h a t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n c e i v e  o f  now, The re  e x i s t e d  an 
/--- - -  - -  - . - 

i d e a l i s m  - and  a  v i t a l i t y  a b o u t  r e l i g i o n  and  a c o n f i d e n c e  among 
4 - \---- - 

churchmen t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  was t h e  b a s i s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  "The _-- _ -._ +--- - - - 

a d v a n t a g e s  o f  Canadian  c i v i l i z a t i o n , "  a  M e t h o d i s t  layman 

s t a t e d  a t  a l a r g e  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  T o r o n t o  i n  1909 ,  "come from 

r e l i g i o n ,  t ' 2 9  When c h u r c h  l e a d e r s  made pronouncements  on 

p o l i t i c a l  and  economic i s s u e s  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  a h e a r i n g  and  
/ 

.v' 
churchmen a l s o  u s e d  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  t o  o r g a n i z e  o p p o s i t i o n  

. / aga ins t  what t h e y  te rmed s i n f u l  o r  d i s r e p u t a b l e  p r a c t i c e s ,  I n  

V i c t o r i a ,  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e  Temperance and  Moral  Reform 

League was o r g a n i z e d ,  u n d e r  c l e r i c a l  s p o n s o r s h i p ,  and  p u t  

p r e s s u r e  on c i t y  c o u n c i l  t o  e n f o r c e  l aws  a g a i n s t  i l l i c i t  b l i n d  

p i g s  and  h o u s e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  o p e r a t e d  o p e n l y ,  30  A 

I I pamphle t  s p o n s o r e d  by  t h e  Vancouver M i n i s t e r i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

and  c r i t i c i z i n g  P r e m i e r  R i c h a r d  McBr ide ' s  l a n d  p o l i c y  c a u s e d  

enough c o n t r o v e r s y  t o  w a r r a n t  t h e  h o l d i n g  by t h e  government  o f  

a  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  i n  Vancouver a t  which A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  W , J ,  

Bowser a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e f u t e  t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  p o l i c y  

p l a y e d  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  31 A f t e r  1910 ,  t h e  .- 

_-. , 
d e b a t e  on p r o h i b i t i o n  grew more i n t e n s e  and  t h e  s u b j e c t  _ _ _.__I-__ -_-_ _ _ _ ____ _- - -- - --.- - - - 
r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  i - -----.-. f  t h o s e  c h u r -  
--- - 

c h e s  which s u p p o r t e d  t h e  i d e a ,  and  t h e  Monday n e w s p a p e r s ,  ---- _____ .------. .- - -- 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  World,  - c a r r i e d  any  number o f  a c c o u n t s  o f  ser-  

mons on p r o h i b i t i o n  a t  v a r i o u s  c h u r c h e s ,  

I n  t h e  minds o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s ,  Canada was con- , 

I s i d e r e d  a  C h r i s t i a n  n a t i o n ,  and  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  c h u r c h e s  



e t h i c s ,  Tempera te  d r i n k i n g  h a b i t s  were encouraged  by  a l l  
r d  

c h u r c h e s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h a t  e t h i c  b u t  t o t a l  a b s t i n e n c e  was 
-_ -_ - 

s t r e s s e d  m a i n l y  by t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  -- t h e  Bap- __ ____^_____.I - -..- _ _ ^  - - - --  - -.-- - - --- - , . -- - - .  
*. - - .  - \ 

t i s t ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ,  Me thod i s t " ,  a n d -  
. .- . . -" -- *.- sgme P r e s b y t e r i a n  - . * ..- .-- c h u r -  i 

c h e s  -- and  t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  a l s o  worked t he  hardgest f o r  .. - 
- -* 

p r o h i b i t i o n .  The e v a n g e l i c a l  r e v i v a l s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
. ,.,*-.,-. -- 

c e n t u r y  and t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  r a p i d  s p r e a d  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  

many p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  h a d  g i v e n  r i s e  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  

m o r a l  p e r f e c t i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and o f  s o c i e t y ,  was - _ ______- _ _. -1 --- .-- " - - A -  

p o s s i b l e ,  3 2  To many c h u r c h  p e o p l e  it was c lear  t h a t  a l c o h o l i c  

b e v e r a g e s  would p l a y  no p a r t  i n  a  p e r f e c t  s o c i e t y ,  

A c h u r c h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t  was o f  an  e v a n g e l i c a l  

, < 

d e n o m i n a t i o n ,  t e n d e d  t o  view i t s  r o l e  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  g u a r d i a n  

o f  t h e  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s  o f  a  community,  M i n i s t e r s  and  laymen 

c o o p e r a t e d  i n  a t t a c k i n g  t h o s e  p e o p l e  o r  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  community 

env i ronmen t  t h a t  t e n d e d  t o  p u t  mora l  t e m p t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  way o f  

t h e  c i t i z e n s ,  Proponen~~~f_,J&e~~s_ocial A .-. g o s p e l ,  . a  movement t h a t  
i ,, 

was g a i n i n g  i n  i n f l u e n c e  i n  a l l  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u r c h e s  b e f o r e  --- - ---- -- 
t h e  w a r ,  were -- ., d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  as a 

mora l  g u a r d i a n ,  and  t h e y  hoped t o  b r i n g  j u s t i c e  t o  a l l  o f  

Canadian  s o c i e t y ,  by i n f u s i n g  t h e  e t h i c s  o f  J e s u s  i n t o  a l l  t h e  , 
s t r u c t u r e s  and  a s p e c t s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  3 3  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  many s o c i a l  

g o s p e l l e r s ,  l i k e  A,E, Cooke o f  Vancouver ,  were  w i l l i n g  t o  

s u p p o r t  and  even  l e a d  i n  t h e  t emperance  and  p r o h i b i t i o n  move- 

rersi 
m e n t s ,  s i n c e  t emperance  was p a r t  o f  t h e  " m a s t e r  p l a n "  o f  t h e  

s o c i a l  g o s p e l  movement, R e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  whose a ims  were more 

c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  g o s p e l l e r s ,  saw 



\ 

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c h a n g i n g  t h e  community e n v i r o n m e n t ,  b u t  t h e i r  

a im w a s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t e m p t a t i o n s ,  l i k e  s a l o o n s ,  and  i n  t h i s  way 

r a i s e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  and  e t h i c s  t o  a manner o f  

l i v i n g  more p l e a s i n g  t o  God, 3 4  By 1900,many communi t ies  had  a  

Moral  Reform C o u n c i l  which k e p t  a  w a t c h f u l  e y e  on t h e  mora l  

c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  town,  and  r e p o r t e d  i t s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  t o  c i t y  

h a l l  and  t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  and  d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  p u b l i c l y  c r i t i -  

c i z e  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  i f  t h i n g s  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  

h a n d ,  3 5 Many o f  ;he sam.g_people who s t r o v e  -- -- -- - - - - - *  
f o r  a  h i g h  commu- ' --- . . -- . - .. - 

n i t y  s t a n d a r d  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  which o f t e n  i n c l u d e d  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  i ' 
---" " - 

v e n i l e  c o u r t s  and  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  

c h i l d  l a b o r ,  f o r  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r i s o n s  and  f o r  t h e  
-.. >- 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of  fo rmer  p r i s o n e r s ,  36  I n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  
----. *- 

d e s p i t e  an  a l m o s t  comple t e  l a c k  o f  government  o r  community 

a i d ,  r e l i g i o u s  and  q u a s i - r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  founded  s c h o o l s ,  

h o s p i t a l s ,  b o a r d i n g  and  r e c r e a t i o n  c e n t r e s ,  and  s o l d i e r s '  a i d  

g r o u p s ,  3 7  I f  a  community problem a r o s e ,  a commit tee  was 

s t r u c k  and  work t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  n e e d  w a s  begun ,  and  t h e  tern- 

p e r a n c e  c l u b s  and commi t t ee s  were e n t i r e l y  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  

t h i s  p r a c t i c e ,  

Miss ionary-minded  churchmen h a d  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  
I 

s u p p o r t i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n .  I n  t h e i r  v i e w ,  Canada, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  ,$ 

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  Great B r i t a i n ,  had  been  r a i s e d  up by 

God t o  s p r e a d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d ,  38 ~ h u s  it 

was i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  Canada,  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  n a t i o n ,  b e  a good 

example t o  t h e  n o n - C h r i s t i a n  w o r l d ,  I f  Canada was t o  b e  one 

o f  t h e  means whereby C h r i s t i a n i t y  was t o  b e  s p r e a d  a b r o a d ,  it 



w a s  i m p e r a t i v e ,  f rom an  e t h i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i ew ,  t h a t  i t s  own 

3 o u s e h o l d  was k e p t  t i d y ,  "We must  v iew p r o h i b i t i o n  from the 

s t a n d p o i n t  o f  a p a s s i o n  f o r  n a t i o n a l  i n t e g r i t y , "  s t a t e d  a  

p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  i n  Vancouver ,  3 9 

The c h u r c h e s  had  g a i n e d  a  s o l i d ,  i n f l u e n t i a l  p l a c e  on 

t h e  Canadian  s o c i a l  l a n d s c a p e  by 1 9 0 0 ,  4 0  However, t h e  kind o f  

r u r a l  s o c i e t y  on which t h e  c h u r c h  had  t h r i v e d ,  t h e  k i n d  of  
--.- - - -- * 7 -  - 

s o c i e t y  where e v e r y o n e  went  t o  c h u r c h  and  where t h e  c h u r c h  

was t h e  p i l l a r  -. . w x  o f - - t h e  .-- community,  was d i s a p p e a r i n g ,  and  t h e  

c h u r c h e s  f a c e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  complex problems a s  t h e  Canadian  
-- " --.-"- 
economy became more i n d u s t r i a l  and  a s  p e o p l e  moved t o  the". 

f a s t - g r o w i n g  c i t i e s ,  The problems f a c i n g  t h e  c h u r c h e s  were  
"--." - 
nowhere more a c u t e  t h a n  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  The re  a h o s t i -  

l i t y  " t o  any  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a  c h u r c h  d i r e c t e d  s o c i e t y "  h a d  

e x i s t e d  s i n c e  t h e  days  o f  t h e  g o l d  r u s h ,  " George Moi r ,  who 

l i v e d  i n  S l o c a n  a b o u t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  A good M e t h o d i s t ,  h e  was on h i s  way t o  c h u r c h  

w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,  when h e  "saw a  number o f  men on t h e  s t r e e t  who 

showed e v i d e n c e  o f  l a s t  n i g h t ' s  b a n q u e t , "  and  was t o l d ,  "you 

c h u r c h  p e o p l e  can  a l l  go t o  h e l l ,  l r 4 *  The t r u t h  was t h a t  more 

and more p e o p l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  work ing  c l a s s e s ,  
_.- ,- .̂ - 

were  s t a y i n g  away from t h e  c h u r c h e s  a l t o g e t h e r ,  The r e l i g i o u s  
" _ _ I  

d e n o m i n a t i o n s  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia d i d  become s t r o n g  i n  t h e  

c i t i e s  and  towns b u t  i t  was p r e d o m i n a n t l y  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  

c l a s s e s  -- s h o p k e e p k r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men, and  w e a l t h y  b u s i n e s s - ,  

men -- t h a t  were a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  c h u r c h e s .  "The pews,"  s t a t e d  
-.- 

W , H ,  S m i t h ,  l a t e r  a P r e s b y t e r i a n  e d u c a t o r  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  



" a r e  l a r g e l y  h e l d  by t h e  w e l l - t o - d o  c l a s s e s ,  and  t h e  work ing  

man i s  n o t  made welcome, " 4 3  By 1913 t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u r c h e s  

were i n f o r m e d  t h a t  o v e r  h a l f  t h e  a d u l t s  who were  c l a s s i f i e d  

as P r o t e s t a n t  i n  t h e  c e n s u s  o f  1 9 1 1  r e a l l y  b e l o n g e d  t o  no  

c h u r c h  a t  a l l ,  44 A t  t h e  same t i m e  it was a l s o  d i s c l o s e d  

t h a t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h ,  t h e  r a t e  o f  g rowth  o f  

t h e  main d e n o m i n a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h ,  had  

f a l l e n  b e h i n d  t h e  r a t e  o f  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  g rowth ,  

C l e a r l y ,  some th ing  had  t o  b e  done ,  I f  churchmen were g o i n g  

t o  h e l p  b r i n g  t h e  Kingdom o f  God t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B r i t i s h  

Columbia,  it meant coming t o  t e r m s  w i t h - t h e  r a p i d l y  growing  

c i t i e s  and  a t t r a c t i n g  t o  t h e i r  membership t h e  l a b o r i n g  

c l a s s e s  who l i v e d  t h e r e ,  Clergymen,  l i k e  W,H, S m i t h ,  con- 

rZS' idered t h e  s a l o o n  t o  b e  a  c o m p e t i t o r  w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h  f o r  

t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  t h e  l a b o r i n g  c l a s s ,  and  t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  t h i s  

i n s t i t u t i o n  had  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h , 4 5  Thus ,  f rom t h e  p o i n t  o f  - 

view o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  a p p l y  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  t o  s o c i e t y ,  and  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  i n c l u d e d  p r o h i b i -  

t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  a n  a t t e m p t  b o t h  t o  win t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  

t h e  unchurched  masses  and  t o  C h r i s t i a n i z e  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  

The e v a n g e l i c a l  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u r c h e s  i n v o l v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

i n  t h e  t e m p e r a n c e  s t r u g g l e  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia f rom t h e  

i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  movement, I n  f a c t ,  t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  " h e l d  t h e  
-2irr 

f i r s t  p u b l i c  t e m p e r a n c e  m e e t i n g  o f  which t h e r e  i s  a n y  r e c o r d  

i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia" i n  N e w  Wes tmins t e r  i n  1859 ,  4 6  However, \, 

f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  t h e  power o f  o r g a n i z e d  r e l i g i o n  was hampered 

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n s e t t l e d  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  



The c h u r c h e s  t r i e d  t o  g a i n  a  f o o t h o l d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  communi- 

t i e s  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  v iews  c o u l d  b e  t a u g h t  b u t  it was 

s i m p l y  i m p r a c t i c a l  t o  b u i l d  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  f l o a t i n g  y~ 

p o p u l a t i o n ,  4 7  Not u n t i l  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  d i d  t h e  

M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  h a v e  a  s t r o n g  f o l l o w i n g  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  48  

L e a d e r s  o f  a l l  m a j o r  r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  r e c o g n i z e d  

t h a t  a  s o c i a l  p roblem e x i s t e d  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  a l c o h o l i c  

b e v e r a g e s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  b u t  n o t  a l l  o f  them a g r e e d  t h a t  

p r o h i b i t i o n  was t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p rob lem,  I n  e a r l y  B r i t i s h  

Columbia,  t h e  Church o f  England  and  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church ,  

d e n o m i n a t i o n s  t h a t  d e f i n e d  t e m p e r a n c e  a s  m o d e r a t i o n ,  gave  

s p e c i a l  heed ,  t o  t h e  problems c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  d r i n k i n g  o f  

l i q u o r  n o t  o n l y  among t h e  I n d i a n s ,  b u t  i n  o t h e r  communi t ies  a s  

w e l l ,  B i shop  S i l l i t o e ,  f o r  example ,  worked h a r d  and w i t h  some 

Y?uccess t o  r e d u c e  t h e  number o f  s a l o o n s  i n  N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  49 

H e  saw t h e  problem i n  t h e  a b u s e  o f  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  by  

d r u n k e n e s s  and  b o o t l e g g i n g ,  n o t  i n  t h e i r  modera t e  u s e ,  Those 

who t h o u g h t  l i k e  B i shop  S i l l i t o e ,  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  - a b u s e s  c o u l d  

b e  removed by encouragement  and example  i n  m o d e r a t i o n ,  by 
- 

d i s c o u r a g i n g  t h e  " t r e a t i n g "  cus tom,  by l e s s e n i n g  t h e  number of  
- - 

l i q u o r  o u t l e t s ,  and  by b e t t e r  law e n f o r c e m e n t ,  A s  f o r  p ro -  
- - -  

h i b i t i o n ,  t h e  A n g l i c a n  G e n e r a l  Synod d e c l a r e d  i t s  view i n  

1902 and  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  r ema ined  r e l a t i v e l y  unchanged u n t i l  

World War I, 

I n  remedying  t h o s e  [ s o c i a l ]  e v i l s  i n  one d i r e c t i o n ,  
w e  must  b e  c a r e f u l  l e s t  w e  c r e a t e  o t h e r s  p r o b a b l y  a s  
g r e a t  i n  a n o t h e r .  S t r i n g e n t  l a w s  o f t e n  d e f e a t  t h e i r  
p u r p o s e ,  and  c a n n o t  b e  e n f o r c e d  u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  
s u p p o r t e d  by  t h e  h e a r t y  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  classes,  50 



M e t h o d i s t s ,  B a p t i s t ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  and  many P resby-  

t e r i a n s 5 '  p r e f e r r e d  t o  d e f i n e  t emperance  as t o t a l  a b s t i n e n c e  

r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  m o d e r a t i o n ,  I n  B r i t i s h  Columbia most  M e t h o d i s t s  

were  c e t a i n l y  t e e t o t a l l e r s  and  a s  f o r  t h e  r e c a l c i t r a n t  few,  t h e  

Churches  were u r g e d  t o  e n f o r c e  " t h e  D i s c i p l i n e  a g a i n s t  members 

who i n d u l g e  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r s ,  11 52 

A t  no  t i m e  d i d  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church e n f o r c e  t o t a l  

a b s t i n e n c e  on i t s  membership,  R a t h e r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t o t a l  

a b s t i n e n c e  w a s  commended " t o  t h e  p r a y e r f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  

c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  i t s  c o n g r e g a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  o f f i c e - b e a r e r s  

t h e r e o f ,  " 5 3  D i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n  was t a k e n  a g a i n s t  communicants 

who d r a n k  e x c e s s i v e l y  b u t  t h e  members o f  t h e  Canadian  Temperance 

Committee compla ined  t h a t  " i n  some q u a r t e r s  t h e r e  seems t o  b e  

a  l e n i e n c y  shown t o  o f f e n d e r s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  [ i n t e m p e r a n c e ]  

which would n o t  b e  shown t o  p e r s o n s  g u i l t y  o f  o t h e r  s i n s  e q u a l l y  

g r a v e  o 
1154 

Men engaged  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o r  t r a d e  o f  a l c o h o l i c  ' 

b e v e r a g e s  soon  found  t h e y  were  no  l o n g e r  welcome i n  M e t h o d i s t  

and  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h e s ,  I n  1 8 8 1  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Committee 

on Temperance r e p o r t e d  t h a t  f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  l i q u o r  d e a l e r s  was 

r i s i n g  and  t h a t  a n y  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  engaged  i n  t h i s  t r a f f i c  b e  

" e a r n e s t l y  c o u n s e l l e d "  t o  abandon i tOs5  Thus it w a s  t h a t  i n  

a l m o s t  e v e r y  c a s e  b r e w e r s  l i k e  J o s e p h  Loewen o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a  - 
Phoen ix  Brewery,  and  Henry R e i f e l  o f  B o C o  Breweries and  o t h e r  

bus ines smen  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  l i q u o r  

t r a f f i c  l i k e  t h e  T u l k s  and  C l a r e n c e  Marpole  o f  Vancouver ,  and  

E,G, P r i o r  o f  V i c t o r i a ,  a t t e n d e d  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Church,  



A l l  c h u r c h e s  t a u g h t  t h e i r  members t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  tem- 

p e r a n c e  a s  t h e y  u n d e r s t o o d  them,  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  i n  t h e  

A n g l i c a n  Church t h e  t o p i c  was i s o l a t e d  f o r  s p e c i a l  emphas i s  

v e r y  o f t e n  on a  Sunday morning b u t  t h e  Church o f  England 

Temperance S o c i e t y  encouraged  modera t e  h a b i t s  among i t s  

members and  t h e r e  were  2 0 , 0 0 0  o f  them a c r o s s  Canada,  56 The 

o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  p l a n n e d  and  o r g a n i z e d  t emperance  i n s t r u c t i o n  

t o  a much g r e a t e r  e x t e n t ,  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t emperance  was p a r -  

t i c u l a r l y  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  young p e o p l e  o f  Sunday S c h o o l  a g e  

and  w a s  o f t e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t e m p e r a n c e  

s o c i e t i e s  which s u p p l i e d  l e c t u r e r s ,  g r o u p  l e a d e r s  and  u n l i m i t e d  

p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l ,  Thus t h e r e  were  q u a r t e r l y  Sunday Schoo l  

l e s s o n s  on t e m p e r a n c e ,  q u a r t e r l y  se rmons  on t e m p e r a n c e  and  

q u a r t e r l y  p r a y e r  m e e t i n g s  a b o u t  t e m p e r a n c e ,  An a t t e m p t  was 

a l s o  made t o  h o l d  a n  a n n u a l  World Temperance Sunday b u t  t h e  

e f f o r t  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  h a v e  been  s u c c e s s f u l ,  

The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  

41, 
t oward  p r o h i b i t i o n  c a n  b e  summarized a s  f o l l o w s ,  5 7  Both t h e  * 

M e t h o d i s t  Church and t h e  B a p t i s t  Church u n e q u i v o c a l l y  

s u p p o r t e d  a l l  e f f o r t s  t o  c u r b  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  o r  t o  e l i m i -  
L- 

n a t e  it by  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  The P r e s b y t e r i a n  - Church w a s  d i v i d e d  - 
on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  p r o h i b i t A o n ,  a l t h o u g h  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  
I _ __---- 

of i t s  membership c o u l d  a lways  b e  c o u n t e d  on t o  v o t e  d r y o  

The Church o f  England  and  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church ,  w h i l e  

f a v o r i n g  r e s t r i c t i v e  l i q u o r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  ove rwhe lming ly  

opposed  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  The o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Church 

t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  w a s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e c a u s e  t h e  



d e n o m i n a t i o n  o c c u p i e d  a p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

t h a t  was u n i q u e  i n  Canada, Along w i t h  t h e  p r a i r i e  p r o v i n c e s ,  

t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c  p r o v i n c e  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  

1900 b u t  no  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e  a d d e - d - t - o i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  - - s u c h  a  l a r g e  - .  
/ -- 

p r o p o r t i o n  of  E n g l i s h  and  S c o t t i s h  immigran t s  i n  t h e y e a r s  u p  ___ . _ ^ -4- --A - 
t o  1 9 2 1 ,  5 8  The r e s u l t  was a  r a p i d  growth  i n  t h e  membership o f  

t h e  A n g l i c a n  Church and t o  a  l esser  e x t e n t ,  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

Church.  By 1921 ,  31  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  A n g l i c a n s  and  2 4  p e r  c e n t  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  

Twelve p e r  c e n t  c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  M e t h o d i s t s ,  59 T h e i r  v iews  

on t h e  i s s u e  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  d i f f e r e d  b u t  t h e  c h u r c h e s  d i d  n o t  

meet  h e a d  on i n  t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  

t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

w a s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  laymen,  and  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  

t h e  c h u r c h e s  t h a t  opposed  p r o h i b i t i o n  c o u l d  h a r d l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  

l i q u o r  t r a f f i c ,  

Much of t h e  t e m p e r a n c e  s u p p o r t  i n  M e t h o d i s t ,  B a p t i s t  and  *. 

P r e s b y t e r i a n  Churches  of B r i t i s h  Columbia,  came from t h e  mer- 'd ------- ...-_ _.^ _ ,__i_l __ _ \ 
1% 

c h a n t s  , ",--".- --. -%., and  .-.--. p r o f e s s i o n a l  -- l e  c l a s s .  They were  

men l i k e  t h e  w e a l t h y  r e t a i l e r ,  David S p e n c e r ,  a  M e t h o d i s t  l a y  

p r e a c h e r ,  who gave  much s u p p o r t  t o  t e m p e r a n c e  work i n  V i c t o r i a ,  

and  Thomas Houghton,  d r y  goods merchan t  o f  t h e  same c i t y ,  who 

s t a t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Royal  Commission i n  1892 t h a t  " t h e  more 
! 

s o b e r  a community i s ,  t h e  b e t t e r  it i s  f o r  a  b u s i n e s s  l i k e  i 

mine ,  " 6 0  These  men c o n s i d e r e d  t h e i r  v o c a t i o n  a d i v i n e  c a l l i n g  

and  " v i r t u e s  of  t h r i f t ,  h o n e s t ,  h a r d  work and  a m b i t i o n  , 

p r o o f s  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  and  p r o s p e r i t y  was welcomed f o n d l y  a s  a  



mark o f  p r o v i d e n t i a l  f a v o u r ,  l t 6 '  A s  t h i s  moral-economic o u t l o o k  

became more w i d e s p r e a d  among p e o p l e  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  r e p u -  

t a t i o n  and  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  became i m p o r t a n t  and  t h i s  i m p o r t a n c e  

c o n t a i n e d  a  b u i l t - i n  f a c t o r  work ing  i n  f a v o u r  o f  s h u n n i n g  

a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  c o m p l e t e l y ,  A merchan t  who was a n  

a b s t a i n e r  h i m s e l f  b u t  s o l d  t h e  p r o d u c t  migh t  s t i l l  f i n d  h i m s e l f  

i n  t r o u b l e  w i t h  h i s  own c l a s s  b e c a u s e  t h e  women and  f r i e n d s  o f  

% 
t h e  Wom'an's C h r i s t i a n  Temperance Union were  encouraged  t o  -+ 

b o y c o t t  t h o s e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  t h a t  s o l d  l i q u o r ,  I n  V i c t o r i a ,  a  

d o c t o r  c l a i m e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  -- e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p a r s o n  and  h i s  

f r i e n d s  -- b o y c o t t e d  him b e c a u s e  h e  a t t a c k e d  t h e  t e m p e r a n c e  

s t a n d  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  " J o i n i n g  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  good 

b u s i n e s s  move anywhere,"  h e  added ,  6 2  Bus ines smen ' s  w i v e s ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  C o u n c i l s  o f  Women u s e d  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  t o  sup-  

p o r t  t e m p e r a n c e  by o p p o s i n g  t h e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r  a t  p u b l i c  

e v e n t s  l i k e  f a l l  f a i r s ,  and  on a t  l e a s t  one o c c a s i o n  i n  

V i c t o r i a ,  t h e  c i t y  mayor was f o r c e d  t o  come t o  t e r m s  w i t h  

them, 6  3 

A s  community l e a d e r s  and  t a x p a y e r s ,  bus ines smen  from 

t h e  M e t h o d i s t  and  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h e s  were  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  

s o c i a l  p roblems i n  t h e i r  v i c i n i t y ,  b u t  t h e y  t e n d e d  t o  view 

t h e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  s u c h  problems i n  m o r a l  and  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  

terms, The bus ines smen  were  r e a d y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  s o c i a l  % ,  

g o s p e l  movement a s  l o n g  as it  p r e s s e d  f o r  l aws  r e g u l a t i n g  

t h e a t r e s ,  c i g a r e t t e s  o r  l i q u o r  b u t  t h e y  d i s t r u s t e d  a  b r o a d e r  
.--- 

emphas i s  which was a l s o  denounced by p rominen t  e v a n g e l i s t s  l i k e  
.I-c- 

D,L, Moody and  B i l l y  Sunday as u n b i b l i c a l  and  s o c i a l i s t i c ,  



The social gospel appeared to mix business and religion and was 

downright critical of a system which the businessmen found 

profitable, When HoHo Stevens, a Methodist and a Conservative 

/member of parliament, spoke to a businessmen's prohibition 

banquet in Vancouver, he urged that in addition to prohibition 

something be done to remove the causes of drunkeness among 

workmen who were forced to work long hours at unhealthy 

occupations, The speech was interrupted by some of those in 

attendance who felt simple were sufficient - 
cure for the majority of social problems, 6 4  By placing the , / '  

- "  --." - -  m. - -  . -- ---- 

blame for practically all poverty and crime in the community 
-. 

on liquor, the businessmen were able to maintain their middle 
__. - - 

class values while at the same time contributing to what they 

were certain was an important movement in the direction of * 

social improvement, 

The churches of British Columbia were complemented in 

their efforts to promote temperance by numerous temperance 

societies, Already during gold rush days, Americans from 

California brought with them a total-abstinence society 

called the Dashaway Association. These societies represented 

an alternative for those who wanted to avoid the saloon 

environment and also served other social purposes for the 

members, Temperance societies operated outside of denomina- 

tional controls but most of them had the full blessing of the 

churches and drew their membership from temperance-minded 

church people, Although the main emphasis of the temperance 



s o c i e t i e s  was s u p p o s e d l y  on t h e  encouragement  o f  t o t a l  a b s t i -  

n e n c e  among c l u b  members and  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  s o c i a l  

and  p r a c t i c a l  b e n e f i t s  were p r o v i d e d  a s  w e l l ,  The S c o t t i s h  

Temperance l e a g u e  was a s  much c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n  a s  w i t h  

t e m p e r a n c e .  Only t h e  Good Templars  c l a i m e d  t o  b e  e x c l u s i v e l y '  
---.- - ",* * 

a t e m p e r a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  The Royal  Templars  o p e r a t e d  a 
. --.--..-,..---"*a, - .  * 

m u t u a l  b e n e f i t  f und  from which h e i r s  o f  d e c e a s e d  members 

r e c e i v e d  a k i n d  o f  i n s u r a n c e  o f  a b o u t  $2,000 and  t h e  Sons o f  

Temperance a l s o  gave  m u t u a l  h e l p  t o  members, With t h o u s a n d s  

o f  members a c r o s s  Canada,  t h e s e  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  p l a n s  were f a i r l y  

s e c u r e  and  a t t r a c t i v e ,  A number o f  p rominen t  B r i t i s h  Colum- 

b i a n s  j o i n e d  t h e s e  s o c i e t i e s  and  many o f  t h e  Good Templars  i n  

V i c t o r i a  were d e s c r i b e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Royal  Commission on t h e  

L i q u o r  T r a f f i c ,  1892 ,  as "men who o c c u p i e d  good p o s i t i o n s  i n  
. I 

t h e  c i t y ,  t t 6 5  Most o f  t h e  t emperance  s o c i e t i e s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  I P  

s e l f - c e n t r e d ,  r e s p e c t a b l e  c l u b s ,  w i t h  no  p o l i t i c a l  a i m s ,  

The Woman's C h r i s t i a n  Temperance Union (WCTU) w a s  * 
-- - - - - - _ _ I .._- __ 17~ L 

-brought - .  i n t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia by  F r a n c i s  W i l l a r d  h e r s e l f  i n  
-.* 

-- 1883 ,  and  u n d e r  h e r  g u i d a n c e  a  l o c a l  WCTU was begun and  t h e  --- 
framework f o r  a  p r o v i n c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was s e t  up ,  6 6  The 

WCTU movement d i d  n o t  s p r e a d  v e r y  q u i c k l y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

u n t i l  a f t e r  1900 and  by 1915 t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c l a i m e d  1400 

members i n  58 Unions s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  6 7  From 

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  WCTU was a v e r y  a c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  

worked h a r d  f o r  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  o f  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  I 

f o r  m o r a l  r e f o r m ,  and  f o r  m o r a l  and  t e m p e r a n c e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
I 



Temperance s o c i e t i e s  b o t h  i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  were 

./very a n x i o u s  t o  have  what was t e rmed  s c i e n t i f i c  t emperance  

i n s t r u c t i o n  p l a c e d  i n t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia p u b l i c  s c h o o l  

c u r r i c u l u m  and t h e  Woman's C h r i s t i a n  Temperance Union began 

p e t i t i o n i n g  t h e  government t o  t h i s  end a s  e a r l y  a s  1886,  By 

s c i e n t i f i c  t emperance  i n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  meant t h e  t e a c h i n g  - o f  3- 

t o t a l  a b s t i n e n c e ,  and a l t h o u g h  t h e  s o c i e t i e s  n e v e r  succeeded  
- - - - - - - - - - -  .-- _ ----__I-_ _ A -  

. -.-----.- 

i n  h a v i n g  it i n t r o d u c e d  as a sta-n-card c o u r s e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  ___ _-------- - 

o t h e r  academic  s u b j e c t s ,  b e f o r e  l o n g  t e a c h e r s  were p e r m i t t e d  

t o  t e a c h  t h e  s u b j e c t  i f  t h e y  w i s h e d ,  The t e x t s  u sed  were  
- - -.-- ---- *-... 

A,B, P a l m e r ' s  

R i c h a r d s o n ' s  P u b l i c  School  Temperance,  b o t h  o f  which s t r e s s e d  

t o t a l  a b s t i n e n c e ,  I n  1893 t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  w r o t e  t o  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Temperance Committee t h a t  

t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  P h y s i o l o g y  and  Hygiene i n  t h e  P u b l i c  
S c h o o l s  r e c e i v e s  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n ,  and  I have  
r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a s  a  body do 
n o t  n e g l e c t  t o  i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  
o f  Temperance,  6 i  

I n  g e n e r a l ,  it can  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t emperance  soc&e%es I 

- ------ ', 
I -. 

d l d  n o t  p l a y  more t h a n  a  minor  r o l e  in '  t h e  coming o f  ~ r o h i b i -  
. -----.-I__-- -- I *I- -.c - .-- --- *-- - I- 

_ -- -- < -*"-" _ ^__ _ _ _  " -_---~~- 
t i o n  t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  S o c i e t y  memberships were  n e v e r  - ---, "-P - -<^ * .-.- -.*- "ÎI -*- .XI"-. . . - 
l a r g e  -- i n  1 9 1 2  Dr,  D o  S p e n c e r ,  a  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t ,  e s t i m a t e d  I 

i 
t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  members i n  t h e  m a j o r  t emperance  

s o c i e t i e s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia was 3 5 0 0 ~ ~  -- and a s  s o c i a l  
-r=L-- 

1 
c l u b s  t h e y  l a c k e d  t h e  s ing le -minded  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and  e f f o r t  I 

i 
n e c e s s a r y  i f  p r o h i b i t i o n  was t o  become a  r e a l i t y ,  T h e r e  were 

s p o r a d i c  e f f o r t s  t o  c a r r y  t emperance  work i n t o  p o l i t i c s ,  I n  



Vancouver, in 1890, it was proposed to set up a joint stock 

company in order to raise funds for a temperance building to 

be called "Temperance Hall" from which temperance people wanted 

"to carry on a more systematic and aggressive work than has 

heretofore been possible" but the building plan fizzled out, 7 0 

/After 1907 the societies provided services, personnel, and 

above all funds for the political pressure groups -- the Local 
Option League and the People's Prohibition Association, 

IV 

Unsettled social and economic conditions in British 

Columbia caused social problems in the area of morality, and 

excessive drinking was one of the most serious of these pro- 

blems, The many saloons and liquor outlets were loosely 

controlled and there was considerable bootlegging, Consequen- i 

F- tly a movement began toward moral reform, Early temperance , 

feeling expressed itself in the coming of temperance societies 

and restrictive liquor legislation, As the churches grew 

stronger in the developing province, they gave further encou- 

ragement to the temperance movement, The evangelical denomi- 

nations -- the Baptist, Methodist, and Congregational chur- 
ches -- looked on the saloon as the specific cause of many " - _ - 

individual and family hardships and therefore wanted it 

eliminated, Prohibitionists in British Columbia were res- 
___. -. - 

pected middle class people who were - also . members of - the 

evangelical churches and many of theg--0_~~7.~pied prominent 
- - - . . ---__ 

positions in the -- religious, business _+ ___,- and --._- ~ o l i t i ~ l  -... .I I--. life __._P__).___ of the 
" "*---- -- - -  -..- 



p r o v i n c e ,  However t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  were  outnumbered by  t h e  
__I 

A n g l i c a n s ,  Roman C a t h o l i c s  and  t h e  many P r e s b y t e r i a n s  who ,, 

b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  modera t e  u s e  o f  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  and  t h e i r  

c o n v i c t i o n  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  ~rowi_n_g.groupPof  p e o p l e  who h a d -  
-- -- 

n o  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s  a t  gU, Many opponen t s  o f  p r o h i b i -  
__-_ _ _-_-.----- - - - - 

t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  t emperance  t h r o u g h  r e s t r i c t i v e  l i q u o r  l e g i s l a -  

t i o n  and  it  was n o t  e a s y  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  c o n v i n c e  them 

t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  wave o f  t h e  f u t u r e  and  n o t  a 

M e t h o d i s t  t y r a n n y o  The s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic ., 

c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  war i n  1 9 1 4  made 

p r o h i b i t i o n  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  



NOTES ON CHAPTER I 

1, See  M , A ,  G a r l a n d  and  J , J ,  Talman, " P i o n e e r  D r i n k i n g  
H a b i t s  and  t h e  Rise o f  t h e  Temperance A g i t a t i o n  i n  Upper Canada 
P r i o r  t o  1840 , "  r e p r i n t e d  1 9 3 1  from t h e  O n t a r i o  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y ' s  " P a p e r s  and  R e c o r d s , "  XXVII, W , R ,  R i d d e l l  a l s o  
c o n t r i b u t e d  s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  i n  O n t a r i o  and  
J,K, Chapman h a s  w r i t t e n  one on New Brunswick ,  

2 ,  H , H ,  Walsh,  The C h r i s t i a n  Church i n  Canada ( T o r o n t o :  
R y e r s o n ,  19561 ,  pp ,  1 m - F  

o n t o :  

4 ,  Robe r t  E ,  Popham and Wolfgang Schmid t ,  comps , ,  
S t a t i s t i c s  o f  A lcoho l  Use and  Alcoho l i sm i n  Canada 1871-1956 
9 E Z Z  
u n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o r o n t o  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 ) ,  p p ,  15-24,  

5 ,  C i t e d  i n  F,W, Howay and  E ,O,S ,  S c h o l e f i e l d ,  B r i t i s h  
Columbia from t h e  E a r l i e s t  T i m e s  t o  t h e  P r e s e n t  ( 4  v o l s , ;  
E Z Z u v e r : ~ - l T l 4 > ,  T, 532,  

- 

6 ,  S,D, C l a r k ,  The S o c i a l  Development o f  Canada ( T o r o n t o :  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  ~oronto--z-rk s a y s  
t h a t  most  o f  t h e  m i n e r s  e x p e c t e d  t h e i r  min ing  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  b e  
s h o r t - l i v e d  and  l o o k e d  on it a s  a  "g rand  s p r e e " ,  The " t empta -  
t i o n  t o  e n j o y  l i f e  t o  t h e  f u l l  t e n d e d  t o  b e  overwhelming ,  and 
d e f e a t e d  any  d e s i r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  e n d u r i n g  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
and  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e , "  - I b i d ,  , p ,  309, 

7 ,  9 I b i d  ' pp,  342-3; s e e  a l s o  Thomas Crosby ,  Up and  Down 
t h e  Nor th  P a c l f i c  by Canoe and  M i s s i o n  S h i p  (~oront-1st 
1 

80 Men g r e a t l y  outnumbered women p a r t i c u l a r l y  b e f o r e  
World War I and  t h i s  f a c t  c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  
s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia had  a  * 
h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  men t h a n  women i n  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a n  any  
o t h e r  p r o v i n c e  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  . The number o f  men t o  1Ll-O women 
was __I_ 148 _ _ i n - 1 8 8 1 ,  1 7 7 - i n  1 9 0 1  a n a l 2 7  i n  1921 ,  The Canadian  

.__-I_ -. - .--- -__ 
a v e r a g e  a s  a  whole  l n  t h e s e  y e a r s  w a s  1 0 2 ,  105  and  1 0 6 ,  r e s -  
p e c t i v e l y ,  See  Census o f  Canada,  1 9 5 1 ,  X ,  T a b l e  1 6 ,  p ,  1 0 ,  - 
The l e a d e r s  o f  s o c l a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were  f u l l y  aware  o f  t h i s  
c o n d i t i o n  and  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  i t ,  p r o t e s t a n t  c le rgymen 
saw t h e  l a c k  o f  f a m i l y  l i f e  as a  c a u s e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  
among t h e  m i n e r s ,  See t h e  comments o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Bishop  o f  
Columbia i n  t h e  ColonistVictoria), Mar. 1 4 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  c i t e d  
i n  SOD,  C l a r k ,  S o c l a l  Development , , ,, p ,  373, 



9 ,  H ,  Gowen, Church Work i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia (London : 
Longmans, G r e e n ,  1 8 9 - 4 5 ,  

- 1 
1 0 ,  S O B ,  S t e e l e ,  ( N e w  York:  Dodd, 

Mead & Company, 19151 ,  member o f  t h e  
Nor th  West Mounted P o l i c e ,  

11, I n  one  s u c h  i n s t a n c e ,  a  c o n c r e t e  gang f o u g h t  w i t h  t h e  
t e a m s t e r s  o v e r  some l i q u o r  t h a t  h a d  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  See  George 
B o l t o n ,  "Work and  A d v e n t u r e s  i n  t h e  Crowsnes t  P a s s  , "  A l b e r t a  
H i s t o r i c a l  Review,  I1 (19541 ,  P a r t  2 ,  p ,  31,  

P 

1 2 ,  S t e e l e ,  p o  233 ,  See a l s o  a n  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  by 
I n s p e c t o r  G , E ,  S a n d e r s  o f  t h e  N o r t h  West Mounted P o l i c e ,  1898 ,  
i n  C l a r k ,  S o c i a l  Development -- , , ,, p ,  406,  

1 3 ,  B o o t l e g g e r s  s k i l l f u l l y  c o n c e a l e d  l i q u o r  d e s t i n e d  f o r  
t h e  d r y  a r e a s ,  I n  one  c a s e  t i n  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a p e d  l i k e  B i b l e s  
were u s e d ,  Tes t imony o f  T , F ,  McGuigan, f o r m e r l y  o f  Dona ld ,  
b e f o r e  t h e  Royal  Commission o f  1892 ,  See Royal  Commission on 
t h e  L i q u o r  ~ r a f f i c ,  1892 ,  Minu te s  o f  E v i d e n c e  ( 6  v o l s , ;  
Ot tawa:  S , E ,  Dawson, Queenf-11, 613 ,  

i 1 4 ,  Edward A ,  C h r i s t i e ,  "The O f f i c i a l  A t t i t u d e s  and  
o p i n i d n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church i n  Canada w i t h  R e s p e c t  t o  
P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  and  S o c i a l  Prob lems  1875-19 25,  " ( U n p u b l i s h e d  
M , A ,  T h e s i s ,  Dep t ,  o f  H i s t o r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o r o n t o ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  
pp ,  50-30 

1 5 ,  Alan Mor l ey ,  
(Vancouver :  M i t c h e l l  P r  

1 6 ,  The name g i v e n  t o  u n l i c e n s e d  and  i l l e g a l  l i q u o r  
o u t l e t s  , 

1 7 ,  C l a r k ,  S o c i a l  p o  371, Fo r  t h e  
~ e r s o n a l  e x ~ e r i e n c e  of (Ra lph  Connor)  i n  
i u c h  a  s i t u a t i o n  s e e  Mervyn E ,  Kennedy, "The   is tor^ o f  
P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  1861-1925 ,"  ( U n p u b l i s h e d  
M , A ,  t h e s i s ,  Dep t ,  o f  H i s t o r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  
19381 ,  p ,  1 0 3 ,  

1 8 ,  A r t  Downs, 
boo  Gold Rush i n  H i s t  

1 9 ,  See  Mor l ey ,  p ,  3 5 ,  and  P a t r i c i a  E ,  Roy, " R a i l w a y s ,  
P o l i t i c i a n s  and  t h e  Development o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  Vancouver  a s  a  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  C e n t r e  1886-1929 ,"  ( U n p u b l i s h e d  M,A, t h e s i s ,  
D e p t ,  o f  H i s t o r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y ' o f  T o r o n t o ,  19631 ,  p ,  25,  

2 0 ,  Gambling was l e g a l l y  p e r m i t t e d  i n  s a l o o n s  u n t i l  1 8 9 9 ,  

2 1 ,  Roya l  Commission,  111, 584 ,  



22, F r e d e r i c k  A, T a l b o t ,  The New Garden o f  Canada, by 
Pack-Horse and Canoe Through ~ n u i a  ap0 273, 

- 

2 3 ,  John To Saywel l ,  e d ,  , 
Aberdeen 1893-1898 (Toron to :  Cha 5 , 

2 4 ,  Columbian (New W e s t m i n s t e r ) ,  C e n t e n n i a l  E d i t i o n ,  
Aug, 1 2 ,  1964, p a  1 1 ,  

25, E l l i o t t  F lower ,  "Liquor  and t h e  Law," 
X I 1  (No, 2 ,  n o d , )  83-6, Copy a t  P u b l i c  Archives  
Columbia ( PABC , 

2 7 ,  Vancouver D a i l y  Prov ince ,  Decn 1 5 ,  1 9 0 9 ,  p ,  20, 

28, P r o s p e c t i v e  s a l o o n  l i c e n s e e s  were r e q u i r e d  t o  o b t a i n  
t h e  s i g n a t u r e s  o f  two t h i r d s  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  immediate 
a r e a  and i n  any c a s e  t h e  number of  l i c e n s e s  i s s u e d  was r e l a t e d  
t o  p o p u l a t i o n  and i n  many a r e a s  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  had t o  i n c r e a s e  
by 1 0 0 0  pe r sons  b e f o r e  a  new l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  was even 
c o n s i d e r e d ,  

29, Canada ' s  Miss ionary  Congress (Toron to :  Canadian 
Counc i l ,  ~aymen's l 9 O 9 ) ,  p ,  252, 

3 0 ,  Daily ( V i c t o r i a ) ,  Dec, 1 8 ,  1890,  p a  1, 

31, Margare t  Ormsby, B r i t i s h  Columbia: a  H i s t o r y  (Mac- 
m i l l a n s  i n  Canada, 19681,  p,  3 8 7 ,  - 

32. For a  good d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  i d e a  o f  p e r f e c t i b i l i t y  
and p o s t - m i l l e n i a l i s m  s e e  James H ,  T imber lake ,  P r o h i b i t i o n  

s i v e  Movement 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 2 0  (Cambridge, Mass, :  
z 4 - 8  0 

33, A o R o  A l l e n ,  "The C r e s t  and Crisis o f  t h e  S o c i a l  
Gospel  i n  Canada 1 9 1 6 - 1 9 2 7 , "  (Unpublished Ph,D, t h e s i s ,  
Dept ,  of H i s t o r y ,  Duke U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 6 6 1 ,  p ,  llo I n  B , C ,  
t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  R , J ,  McIntyre and E r n e s t  Thomas were s t r o n g  
exponen t s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  g o s p e l ,  A , E ,  Cooke, a  prominent  
Vancouver C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t ,  and Dean L O N ,  Tucker o f  t h e  
Church of England a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  movement, 

3 4 ,  A l l e n ,  p ,  1 3 ,  

35, I n  Vancouver, H,H, S tevens  was s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
Moral Reform Assoc,  f o r  a  t ime  and f r e q u e n t l y  v i s i t e d  c i t y  
h a l l  t o  r e p o r t  on bawdy houses  o r  b o o t l e g  j o i n t s ,  The 
M i n i s t e r i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  New Westmins ter  c a l l e d  a  mee t ing  
w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  i n  1906 and p u t  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  f o r c e  



t o  keep b e t t e r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  moral  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y 6  
See iDaily Nov, 23, 1 9 0 6 ,  p ,  1 9 ,  

3 6 ,  The S a l v a t i o n  Army was engaged i n  t h i s  work, 

37, The Method i s t s  founded Coqua lee tza ,  an  I n d i a n  s c h o o l ;  
t h e  WCTU e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  f i r s t  m a t e r n i t y  h o s p i t a l  on t h e  main- 
l a n d ,  a t  N e w  Westminster  and a l s o  orphanages ;  YMCA" and 
YWCA's  were a l s o  community e f f o r t s  of  s o c i a l - m o r a l  b e t t e r m e n t ,  
I t  s h o u l d  be  added t h a t  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f t e n  over reached  
t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  and when t h e y  r a n  o u t  of  funds  t h e y  
i n v a r i a b l y  came t o  t h e  government f o r  a i d ,  and u s u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  
i t ,  

38, There was a  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  t a s k  of  world e v a n g e l i -  
z a t i o n  cou ld  b e  completed i n  one g e n e r a t i o n ,  
Congress ,  p ,  304, A l l  major  P r o t e s t a n t  denomi a 
m d  t h i s  m i s s i o n a r y  program, See - i b i d , ,  p ,  v ,  

39, World (Vancouver) ,  May 1 9 ,  1 9 1 5 ,  p ,  1 2 ,  See a l s o  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church, (Toron to :  Board o f  
Fore ign  M i s s i o n s ,  1 9 -  

40, SOD,  C l a r k ,  Church and S e c t  i n  Canada (Toron to :  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Toronto  

4 1 ,  Walsh, The C h r i s t i a n  Church , , , , p o  249, - 
42, George Moir ,  " S i n n e r s  and S a i n t s ,  A t r u e  s t o r y  o f  

e a r l y  days i n  t h e  f a z ~ t h e s t  West, by an  Old Timer,"  ( V i c t o r i a ,  
mimeographed, 1 9 4 7 ) ,  p ,  108 ,  

43, WoH, Smith ,  The Church and Men (New York and B a l t i -  
more: Broadway ~ublisn- See a l s o  C l a r k ,  
Church and S e c t  , , ,, pp, 368-424, The a l i e n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
working c l a s s  from t h e  church  was a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  Pre- 
Assembly Congress o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church i n  1913,  "What 
i s  t h e  dominant n o t e  o f t e n  h e a r d  i n  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  work o f  
t h e  Church? Is it n o t  t h i s :  M u l t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  working masses 
have  d e s e r t e d  t h e  Church; we must g e t  them back a g a i n , "  - Pre-  

S S ,  ppo 218-19, 

44, Rev, C h a r l e s  Gordon e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  from t h e  4,370,000 
p e r s o n s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  census  o f  1 9 1 1  a s  P r o t e s t a n t ,  2,623,077 
were a d u l t s  and of  t h e s e  o n l y  1,111,250 were a c t u a l  church  
members, See Pre-Assembly Congress ,  p ,  8 9  , 

45, "The s a l o o n  i s  ,,, u n i v e r s a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  w o r s t  
enemy o f  t h e  Church and t h e  h i g h e s t  l i f e  o f  man," W o H o  Smith 
The Church and Men (New York and Ba l t imore :  Broadway P u b l i s h i n g ,  
19101,  P O  540 

46, Ebenezer  Robson, How Methodism Came t o  B r i t i s h  Colum- 
b i a  (Toron to :  Methodis t  Miss ion  Rooms, 19041, p a  1 0 ,  - 



47,  Angl ican ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n  and Method i s t  church  l e a d e r s  
a l i k e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and moral  work of  t h e i r  churches  
was b e i n g  n e g l e c t e d  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia and a s  a  r e s u l t  t h e  
churches  r e o r g a n i z e d  synod j u r i s d i c t i o n s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
b o l s t e r  t h e i r  work i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  Denominations a l s o  d i r e c -  
t e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a t  each o t h e r  and sometimes t h i s  "competi- 
t i o n "  r e s u l t e d  i n  mutual  ill f e e l i n g ,  See Walsh, pp, 271-4 
and C l a r k ,  , - ,, pp, 375-6, 

48, The l e a d i n g  M e t h o d i s t s  o f  B,C, g e n e r a l l y  came from 
O n t a r i o ,  During t h e  g o l d r u s h  many immigrants  came t o  B o C o  
from t h e  U,S, and Canada and among them were numerous "Metho- 
d i s t s  and sons  o f  M e t h o d i s t s , "  Both t h e  American and Canadian 
Method i s t  churches  showed i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  m i n i s t e r s  f o r  
t h e  mining communities and O n t a r i o  M e t h o d i s t s  q u i c k l y  s e n t  a  
' sp ioneer  band" o f  t h r e e  men -- Revs, Browning, Robson and 
White,  A f t e r  t h i s  t i m e  B , C ,  remained a "miss ion  d i s t r i c t "  of 
t h e  Toron to  Method i s t  Conference u n t i l  1887 and p e r s o n n e l  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  come from t h e  e a s t ,  See E,A, Davis .  e d , .  
Commemorative Review and Con- - m e  ph 
m - p m ,  ~ y m e n ~ b e c a m e  temperance 
l e a d e r s  i n  B , C ,  -- H,H, S t e v e n s ,  R O D ,  R o r i s o n ,  Dr, George 
T e l f o r d ,  and D,S, C u r t i s  -- belonged mainly  t o  t h e  Method i s t  
Church, and had emigra ted  from O n t a r i o ,  However, Jona than  
Rogers and David Spencer ,  b o t h  prominent  bus inessmen,  pro- 
h i b i t i o n i s t s  and M e t h o d i s t s ,  came t o  B o C n  d i r e c t l y  from 
B r i t a i n ,  

4 9 ,  Gowen, Church Work i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, p,  81, 

50, Church of  England,  Genera l  Synod, J o u r n a l  o f  Pro- 
c e e d i n g s  1 9 0 2 ,  p ,  1 9 1 ,  

51, By 1881 it was e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  h a l f  t h e  Presby- 
t e r i a n s  i n  Canada were t o t a l  a b s t a i n e r s ,  See P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church, Genera l  Assembly, Acts  --- and Proceed ings ,  1881,  p a  c x l i ,  

52, Method i s t  Church, B, C ,  Conference ,  Minutes of  Pro- 
c e e d i n g s ,  1 8 9 0 ,  p ,  26, 

53, P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church, Genera l  Assembly, Acts  - and 
P r o c e e d i n g s ,  1878,  p ,  52, 

54, I b i d , ,  1881,  p ,  c x l i ,  

55, I b i d ,  - 
56, J O N o  S t e a r n s ,  Tem e r a n c e  i n  A l l  Nat ions  (New York: 

N a t i o n a l  Temperance Soci- House, 18931,  
pa 1740 



57,  The M e t h o d i s t ,  B a p t i s t  and P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h e s  a l l  
r e c o r d e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  f a v o r  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  b e f o r e  1 9 0 0 ,  The 
M e t h o d i s t  Church p a s s e d  a  P r o h i b i t i o n  r e s o l u t i o n  a t  t h e  F i r s t  
G e n e r a l  Confe rence  o f  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Church o f  Canada, 1874 ,  
The p r e s b y t e r i a n  r e s o l u t i o n  was p a s s e d  i n  1 8 8 1  b u t  w i t h o u t  t o t a l  
a g r e e m e n t ,  and  w i t h  d i s s e n t i n g  o p i n i o n  marked i n  t h e  M i n u t e s ,  
The B a p t i s t  Churches  o f  B,C, and  n o r t h w e s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h e l d  
a  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  Vancouver a round  1890 and p a s s e d  a  p r o h i b i t i o n  
r e s o l u t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  

58 ,  The p o p u l a t i o n  of  B , C ,  w a s  178 ,652  i n  1 9 0 1  o f  which 
59% were B r i t i s h ,  By 1 9 2 1  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  -- had  -. - increase-&-so_ 
5_2,5,582 of wig t h e  same p e r i o d  i n  
Canada as a who le ,  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  people-=.i.n.Canada 
d e c r e a s e d  from 60% t o  5 6 % -  See  Census o f  Canada ' 1 9 2 Q  I ,  

.I_-/- 
T a b l e  23 ,  p p o  354-5, The p e r c e n ~ g ~ s  are my work,  

59 ,  I n  Canada a s  a who le ,  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Church and  P r e s -  
b y t e r i a n  Church e a c h  c l a i m e d  1 6 %  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  and  t h e  
M e t h o d i s t  Church 1 3 % ,  See  Census o f  Canada,  1951 ,  X ,  T a b l e  36 ,  
1 -4 ,  The c e n s u s  f i g u r e s  a r m f  d e m ,  however ,  f o r  t h e  
t o t a l s  i n c l u d e d  c h i l d r e n  and  non-church members, The c e n s u s  
f i g u r e s  showed 65,019 M e t h o d i s t s  i n  B,C, i n  1 9 2 1  w h i l e  a c t u a l  
c h u r c h  membership i n  1920 was o n l y  1 5 , 7 6 8 ,  

60 ,  Royal  Commission, 111, 520,  

61 ,  S t e w a r t  C r y s d a l e  , 
t e s t a n t  E t h i c s  i n  Canada (To 

62 ,  E ,  S t e v e n s o n ,  R e l i g i o n  and  Rum ( V i c t o r i a :  Cohen & 
Salmon, 1 8 8 5 ) ,  pp ,  2 3 - 2 5 7  

63 ,  See  V i c t o r i a  D a i l y  Times,  S e p t ,  5 ,  1 9 0 7 ,  pp ,  2 ,  4 
and  N O V ~  2 3 ,  l m w  

@ World ( V a n c o u v e r ) ,  May 1 9 ,  1915 ,  p .  1 2 ,  

65 ,  Royal  Commission,  111, 586,  ROD, R o r i s o n ,  a w e a l t h y  
Vancouver b u s i n e s s m a n ,  was a  Good Templar ,  

66 ,  See  pamphle t  Woman's C h r i s t i a n  Temperance Union o f  
B r i t i s h  Columbia Golden J u b i l e e  1883-1933 (Vancouver ,  1933)  and  
C o l o n i s t  ( V i c t o r i a ) ,  J u l y  4 ,  1883 ,  

6 7 ,  Woman's C h r i s t i a n  Temperance Union o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  
Yearbook,  1915 ,  p ,  32,  

68,  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church ,  G e n e r a l  Assembly,  A c t s  and  Pro- 
c e e d i n g s ,  1 8 9 3 ,  Appendix 2 9 ,  p ,  x i i i ,  
P 

6 9 ,  F , S ,  Spence ,  e d , ,  _TheCampaign ( T o r o n t o :  p i o n e e r  
O f f i c e ,  19121 ,  p ,  73 ,  

(Vancouver :  1 8 9 0 ) ,  
"Temperance H a l l  Assoc , "  d o c k e t ,  PABC, 



CHAPTER I1 

T H E  C O M I N G  O F  P R O H I B I T I O N  

A s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  g roup  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t emperance  

/' 
s e n t i m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

u n t i l 1 9 0 8  when t h e  Loca l  Op t ion  League came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  

T h i s  f a c t  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  any  w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  p r o h i -  
F - -  ---.,,.-..-_I. ". . v s  

b i t i o n  f e e l i n g  b e f o r e  t h a t  t i m e ,  I n  mos t  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  pro-  
* _--. . - -.". - 

t 

v i n c e s  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  movement began  e a r l i e r  and  t h e r e  t h e  

Dominion A l l i a n c e  f o r  t h e  S u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L i q u o r  T r a f f i c  

was a  p o w e r f u l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  e a r l y  a s  1878 ,' A p r o v i n c i a l  

b r a n c h  o f  t h e  Dominion A l l i a n c e  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia b e f o r e  1 9 0 0  b u t  n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  enough s u p p o r t  e i t h e r  

f rom h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  T o r o n t o  o r  f rom w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  t o  

c a r r y  on c o n t i n u o u s  o r  e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  

The f e d e r a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  p l e b i s c i t e  o f  1898 was h e l d  8 
- -- - -  - -  - 

- - 
m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  e a s t e r n  t emperance  o r g a -  - I . "  

n i z a t i o n  and  even  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia 
"- - -- ."-"--- "" 

v o t e d  ____- i n  f a v o r  of  p r o h i b i t i o n  by a  na r row m a j o r i t y  was _h_afily ----- " -.- ̂ -.-----=-- ----*I- 

due  t o  a n  o r g a n i z e d  t e m p e r a n c e  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  The -_____-_- - " " * - z w -  - . ., . " " X > I_ 

s t a t e  o f  t e m p e r a n c e  work p r i o r  t o  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  was d e s c r i b e d  

by  a  churchman a s  one  o f  " m a s t e r l y  i n a c t i v i t y . " '  V i c t o r i a ,  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  WCTU and  a  l o n g - t i m e  c e n t r e  o f  Templar  

a c t i v i t y ,  a c t u a l l y  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  a s  d i d  Nanaimo 

which c o n t a i n e d  t h e  l o d g e s  o f  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  t emperance  

s o c i e t i e s ,  



The Dominion r e t u r n i n g  o f f i c e r  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t ,  
P- 

on t h e  who le ,  Canad ians  were a p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

1,' 
p l e b i s c i t e  b e c a u s e  o n l y  4 4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  __bo_t&be&ee_d ___------------ --____ 
t o  v o t e ,  I n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  v o t e r s  showed even  l e s s  i n t e r e s t  -- 

i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h a n  d i d  Canad ians  e l s e w h e r e ,  O f  t h e  35,537 

p e r s o n s  on t h e  v o t e r s  l i s t  less  t h a n  a  t h i r d  c a s t  b a l l o t s  and_ -- -- -- . -3 --------- _ --.- ---. _ _-....--. I-I --- 

t h e  v o t e  was i n  f a v o r  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  by u n d e r  1 0 0 0  v o t e s ,  I n  --- -.- "-- .. --"" . - *-* - " *. 

Vancouver  t h o s e  who v o t e d  f a v o r e d  p r o h i b i t i o n  by 1029 v o t e s  t o  

578 b u t  4 4 0 0  v o t e r s  i g n o r e d  t h e  p o l l s ,  Apathy on t h e  p a r t  o f  " 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o b v i o u s l y  p l a y e d  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  d e d i c a t e d  

p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  who were a b l e  t o  c a r r y  t h e  v o t e  p r a c t i c a l l y  ) - J- 

by d e f a u l t ,  

S m a l l  a s  t h e  v o t e  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia w a s  i n  1898 ,  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  of t h e  p r o v i n c e  came o u t  i n  f a v o r  o f  

p r o h i b i t i o n  s u r p r i s e d  many p e o p l e  f o r ,  a s  t h e  C o l o n i s t  p u t  i t ,  

" n e a r l y  e v e r y o n e  h a s  h i t h e r t o  p u t  B r i t i s h  Columbia i n  t h e  

a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n  column,  lr4 N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  it  c o u l d  n o t  b e  

e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia government  would t a k e . t h e  

p l e b i s c i t e  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y ,  and  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  f e d e r a l  government ,  

i n  view o f  t h e  a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n  v o t e  i n  Quebec,  w a s  u n w i l l i n g  

t o  p u r s u e  t h e  m a t t e r  f u r t h e r ,  

I n  t h e  meant ime s t r o n g  t e m p e r a n ~ e ' o r ~ a n i z a t i o n s  i n  pro-  

v i n c e s  o t h e r  t h a n  B r i t i s h  Columbia were p r e s s i n g  demands f o r  

p r o h i b i t i o n  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  and l o c a l  l e v e l ,  A l r e a d y  i n  AIT- - J 
1878 ,  t h e  Canada Temperance A c t  o r  S c o t t  A c t ,  a s  it was c a l l e d ,  8 * 
had  p r o v i d e d  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  f e d e r a l  e l e c t o r a l  d i v i s i o n s  by 

l o c a l  o p t i o n a 5  The A c t  a l l o w e d  t h a t  on p e t i t i o n  o f  a t  l e a s t  

2 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  i n  any  e l e c t o r a l  d i v i s i o n  a 



v o t e  on p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r  would b e  h e l d  and  i f  

c a r r i e d  by  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y ,  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h a t  a r e a  would 

r ema in  i n  f o r c e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  which t i m e  

a n o t h e r  v o t e  c o u l d  b e  t a k e n  i f  it was p r o p e r l y  p e t i t i o n e d ,  

The S c o t t  Act was w i d e l y  implemented i n  a l l  e a s t e r n  p r o v i n c e s  

b u t  it was soon  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  Act  was n o t  e q u a l l y  w e l l  

a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  p r a c t i c e s  a s  t h e y  were  c a r r i e d  o u t  

i n  e a c h  p r o v i n c e ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  p r o v i n c i a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  s u c h  a  f e d e r a l  e n a c t m e n t  was less  t h a n  e n t h u -  

s i a s t i c  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when l o c a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  meant  n o t  o n l y  

t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  p o l i c i n g  b u t  a  l o s s  o f  l i c e n s e  r e v e n u e  a s  w e l l ,  

P r e m i e r  O l i v e r  Mowat o f  O n t a r i o  was a lways  q u i c k  t o  c h a l l e n g e  

what  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  an  encroachment  by  t h e  f e d e r a l  

government  i n t o  a n  a r e a  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and  when 

t h e  f e d e r a l  government  a t t e m p t e d  t o  go beyond t h e  m e r e l y  

r e s t r i c t i v e  l aws  o f  t h e  S c o t t  Act  and  assumed t h e  r e s p o n s i b i -  

l i t y  f o r  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  r e t a i l  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e s  a c r o s s  Canada 

t h r o u g h  t h e  McCarthy Act o f  1883 ,  Mowat t o o k  t h e  i s s u e  t o  

c o u r t ,  He was s i m p l y  opposed t o  any  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  

would " r o b  him o f  l i q u o r  l i c e n s i n g  and  a l l  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  t h a t  

went  w i t h  i t ,  r r  6 

The d e s i r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  t o  k e e p  c o n t r o l  

-. 
o f  r e t a i l  l i q u o r  l i c e n s i n g  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  demand o f  tempe- 

r a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  p r o v i n c i a l  l o c a l  o p t i o n  laws  o r  amend- 

ments  t o  t h e  S c o t t  Act l e d  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  a t  a  number o f  

l e v e l s  t h a t  t o t a l l y  c o n f u s e d  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  I t  

t o o k  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o u r t  cases, a number o f  which advanced  t o  t h e  



P r i v y  C o u n c i l ,  t o  t h r a s h  o u t  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  l o c a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  

and  f e d e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  l i q u o r  l a w s ,  The 

p r i n c i p l e  " t h a t  -- - t h e  --- - p r o v i n c e s  a l s o  m&ht p a s s  l a w s  deal* -with 
- -- - 

- - 
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  and  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r s  s o  f a r  as 

!- - 

n o t  t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  Dominion l e g i s l a t i o n  on t h i s  m a t t e r "  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 9 6 0 7  A p r o v i n c i a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  t h a t  was ---. --..- 

t a k e n  t o  c o u r t  and found  i n  1902 t o  b e  w i t h i n  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  

p e r m i t t e d  f o r  a p r o v i n c i a l  A c t  was t h e  Mani toba  L i q u o r  A c t  and  

t h i s  Act  became a  s t a n d a r d  ~ e f e r e n c e  f o r  a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  p ro -  

v i n c i a l  l i q u o r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  

P r o h i b i t i o n  now became a  m a t t e r  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  c o n c e r n ,  G 

I n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  were k e p t  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  

p r o h i b i t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  Canada and  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h r o u g h  

newspape r s  and  r e l i g i o u s  magaz ines  b u t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  i n  

e a c h  p r o v i n c e ,  w h i l e  g i v e n  t h e  mora l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  

c h u r c h e s  a c r o s s  Canada,  were  l e f t  p r e t t y  w e l l  t o  t h e i r  own 

r e s o u r c e s  when i t  came t o  i n i t i a t i n g  and  o r g a n i z i n g  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i o n e  By t h e  t i m e  t h e  Loca l  Op t ion  League o f  B r i t i s h  

Columbia began  demanding a p r o v i n c i a l  l o c a l  o p t i o n  a c t ,  t h e  

e x t e n t  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w a s  p r e t t y  w e l l  d e f i n e d  and 

t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  had  been  s a v e d  t h e  e f f o r t  and  t h e  

e x p e n s e  o f  f i n d i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  The o t h e r  

p r o v i n c e s  e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  l o c a l  o p t i o n  laws  more s u i t a b l e  t o  

l o c a l  n e e d s  o r  o b t a i n e d  amendments t o  t h e  S c o t t  Act t o  r e d u c e  

l o c a l  o p t i o n  areas t o  more manageable  p r o p o r t i o n s  l i k e  c i t i e s ,  

t o w n s ,  t o w n s h i p s  o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  i n s t e a d  o f  e l e c t o r a l  d i v i -  - I 
I 

s i o n s  o r  whole  c o u n t i e s ,  By 1907 e v e r y  p r o v i n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  I 



Quebec, had some k i n d  of  o p e r a t i v e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  law,  e x c e p t  

B r i t i s h  Columbia, I t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  S c o t t  Act t o  

s u i t  B r i t i s h  Columbia b u t  t h i s  was n o t  done n o r  was any 

p r e s s u r e  p u t  on t h e  government i n  Ottawa th rough  p r o v i n c i a l  

members of p a r l i a m e n t  f o r  such a  r e v i s i o n ,  \ 
A f t e r  t h e  i d e a  of  p o p u l a r  c o n t r o l ,  i m p l i c i t  

' c o c a 1  o p t i o n  L e g i s l a t i o n ,  began t o  have a wide a p p e a l  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia b u t  t h e  i d e a  was opposed by t h e  Conserva t ive  govern- 

ment,  F l a g r a n t  v i o l a t i o n s  of  e x i s t i n g  l i q u o r  laws ga ined  

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  i d e a  of l o c a l  c o n t r o l  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  means t o  

combat b o o t l e g g i n g  w h i l e  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  

meant a  b e t t e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  

4 
l o c a l  o p t i o n  movement _ -_ " __ _------- -- a -  - grew 

t o  i n t r o d u c e  l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  The 
/ 

o u t  o f  a  p o p u l a r  f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  

b o o t l e g g i n g  and p o o r l y  r u n  s a l o o n s ,  I n  V i c t o r i a ,  f o r  example, 
--.-- - < '  - ..-."".-. *. - - 

c o n d i t i o n s  had become s o  bad t h a t  an e d i t o r i a l  condemning a l l  

s a l o o n s  appeared  i n  t h e  C o l o n i s t ,  a  newspaper t h a t  a t  no t ime  
P 

s u p p o r t e d  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  even a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  The 

e d i t o r i a l  was e n t i t l e d  " P u b l i c  Nuisances"  and i n  it s a l o o n s  

y  of  them " o r g i e s "  

o c c u r r e d  " a t - a l l  h o u r s  o f  day a  __ ̂- ," "The peop le  them- 

s e l v e s  ought  t o  be  g iven  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s a y  whether  o r  n o t  t h e y  

w i l l  have  s a l o o n s  ," t h e  e d i t o r i a l  concluded.  The problem was 

t h a t  though t h e  revenue from l i q u o r  l i c e n s e s  went t o  t h e  orga-  

n i z e d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o r  towns ,  t h e  a c t u a l  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h e  l i c e n c e  

was done by p r o v i n c i a l l y  a p p o i n t e d  l i c e n s e  commiss ioners ,  Any 

a t t e m p t  by m u n i c i p a l  c o u n c i l s  o r  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  t o  improve 

s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  by p l a c i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on l i c e n s e d  premises  



were stymied because the ultimate coercive power of license can- 

cellation was out of municipal hands. Municipalities attempted 

to keep down the number of saloons by raising license fees but 

there was a limit to this ~ractice and there existed the danger 

of playing into the hands of bo~tlepgers.~ Citizens came out in 
*.He 
droves in places like the Fairview area of South Vancouver, in 

Abbotsford and in Chilliwack, to protest the granting of retail 

liquor licenses in their areas, but to no avaLl, Dissatisfied 

people of Victoria organized a "Citizens League" and asked the 

provincial government to appoint license commissioners who 

would heed their city council, lo In Vancouver early in 1906, 

Mayor Buscombe met with the license commissioners to discuss 

the enforcement of liquor laws in the city and among other 

discouraging reports a letter from the Hotel and Saloon- 

Keepers Protective Association was read in which it was charged 

that extensive bootlegging went on in at least seventy-five 

unlicensed houses, In the face of such social conditions 

Mayor A . I .  Morley of Victoria engaged in a long and unsuccess- 

ful struggle to enforce nightly closing on saloons and to have 

their premises improved, Nevertheless-any attempt by munici- 

~alities to interfere with the appointment of license or 

police commissioners (the latter were also provincially 

appointed) was resisted by the provincial government, When 

Mayor Morley urged the Premier to give his city the right to 

elect license and police cornrnissioners and to have a say in 

the granting of retail licenses, he was told that these actions 

were considered the prerogative of the Conservative Party. 12 



The p r o v i n c i a l  government t h u s  a d m i t t e d  t h e  impor tance  of  l i q u o r  

l i c e n s i n g  a s  a  p i e c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a t r o n a g e ,  Munic ipal  admini-  

s t r a t o r s  met a t  Kamloops i n  1 9 0 6  and one o f  t h e  c h i e f  i t e m s  

d i s c u s s e d  was t h e  problem o f  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e s ,  

I t  was dec ided  t h a t  t h e  "permanency" o f  l i c e n s e s  s h o u l d  be 

ended,  and t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  s h o u l d  be  g iven  t h e  r i g h t  t o  

e n f o r c e  l o c a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  power t o  suspend 

l i c e n s e s  f o r  noncompliance w i t h  by-laws . l3 

By 1906,  t h e n ,  t h e r e  was a  good d e a l  o f  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  
-- - - - - -  - -  - -  "---__I- 

f o r  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c ,  I n  V i c t o r i a ,  an  
_I_ _ _-___ _I."__I .^"+ 4 - - - -1-1--1- " - 
over f lowing  a u d i e n c e  a t t e n d e d  a  meet ing  sponsored  by t h e  Royal 

Templars o f  Temperance and s u p p o r t e d . t h e  c a l l  f o r  r e d u c i n g  t h e  

number o f  s a l o o n  l i c e n s e s  and e l i m i n a t i n g  l i -quor  l i c e n s e s  
+- -- .-.-. - - * --- -.- *--- 

a l t o g e t h e r  i n  g r o c e r y  s t o r e s .  
."- .- - -- - -  - - --- l4 I n  March o f  t h e  same y e a r  

J.N, Evans,  t h e  Cowichan member i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  moved t o  

amend t h e  Munic ipal  Act s o  t h a t  2 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r s  o f  

a m u n i c i p a l i t y  c o u l d  p e t i t i o n  f o r  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  number of  

r e t a i l  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e s .  The mot ion ,  even though it r e p r e -  

s e n t e d  b u t  a  mi ld  form of  l o c a l  c o n t r o l ,  was r e j e c t e d ,  

To temperance  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  s i g n s  o f  t h e  t i m e s  i n d i c a t e d  
-c-- 

t h a t  a  d r i v e  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  f a i l  t o  

a t t r a c t  widespread s u p p o r t ,  One o f  t h e  f i r s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  

s u p p o r t  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  cause  was t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Endeavour 

S o c i e t y  which by 1908 had a b o u t  5000 members i n  B r i t i s h  Colum- 

b i a ,  r e c r u i t e d  c h i e f l y  from t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  P r o t e s t a n t  

churches  Miss Ada L. Murcut t  o f  London, England a r r i v e d  i n  

1907 and began a  t o u r  of t h e  p r o v i n c e  p r e s e n t i n g  i l l u s t r a t e d  



l e c t u r e s  w h e r e v e r  s h e  w e n t ,  She came a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

WCTU, and  h e r  l e c t u r e s  i n  f a v o r  o f  l o c a l  o p t i o n  c r e a t e d  a g r e a t  

d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t 0 l 6  A r e v i t a l i z e d  WCTU, a i d e d  by t h e  o t h e r  

/ temperance s o c i e t i e s ,  began  a  campaign t o  s e c u r e  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  

o f  e v e r y  man i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  on a  p e t i t i o n  f a v o r i n g  l o c a l  

o p t i o n ,  A p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n  was s e t  f o r  e a r l y  i n  1907 and 

s u d d e n l y ,  t w e l v e  d a y s  b e f o r e  v o t i n g  d a y ,  t h e  Dominion A l l i a n c e  

d e c i d e d  t o  t r y  and  make l o c a l  o p t i o n  a n  e l e c t i o n  i s s u e ,  R O D ,  

R o r i s o n ,  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  Dominion 

A l l i a n c e ,  and  a p r o s p e r o u s  b u s i n e s s m a n ,  t r i e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  

e l e c t i o n  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  s i g n  o r  p l e d g e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  

l o c a l  o p t i o n  l a w  a t  t h e  n e x t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n . 1 7  The 

Dominion A l l i a n c e  hoped t h a t  i n  a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  s t a n d  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  c a n d i d a t e s  on t h i s  i s s u e ,  t emperance  p e o p l e  would b e  

a b l e  t o  v o t e  more i n t e l l i g e n t l y ,  and  t h a t ,  i n  any  c a s e ,  t h e  

i n c r e a s e d  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  government  migh t  r e s u l t  i n  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  P r o v i n c i a l  t emperance  

p e o p l e  l i k e  H , H .  S t e v e n s  opposed  t h i s  a c t i o n  by t h e  Dominion 

A l l i a n c e  on t h e  g rounds  t h a t  it w a s  t o o  l a t e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  campaign and t h a t  l o c a l  o p t i o n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  m a d e ' a  

p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e  i n  t h i s  manner .  l8 R o r i s o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  were  

i n e f f e c t i v e  and  t h e  d r i v e  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e v e r t e d  

back  t o  p r o v i n c i a l  t e m p e r a n c e  l e a d e r s ,  \ 

The work f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  w a s  c o n t i n u e d  by  t h e  WCTU w i t h  

an  e n t h u s i a s m  t h a t  was c o n t a g i o u s ,  H,S,  Magee o f  t h e  Depa r t -  

ment o f  Temperance and  Moral  Reform o f  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Church 

s p e n t  some t i m e  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia e a r l y  i n  1908 t o  h e l p  



s u s t a i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church s u p p o r t e d  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  as w e l l .  C i t i z e n s 1  Commit tees  worked a c t i v e l y  f o r  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c i a l  c e n t r e s  i n c l u d i n g  V i c -  

t o r i a ,  N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  Langley  and  F e r n i e ,  A s  s u p p o r t  a c r o s s  
-------- _ 111,*/ 

t h e  p r o v i n c e  grew, l o c a l  o p t i o n i s t s  d e c i d e d  ' t o  h o l d  a c o n v e n t i o n  
-__,_ _ _ _--... -* -*- -- - " . <  .* 

i n  Vancouver  on November 2 5 ,  1908 ,  D e l e g a t e s  f rom a l l  o v e r  t h e  
-----. +-..-*---*--- - -.- 
p r o v i n c e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  and  c o o p e r a t e d  t o  fgrm t h e  - _ .I..+ 

L o c a l  Op t ion  League,  To m a i n t a i n  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  s p i r i t ,  it was 
-. _ _  -* IC 

d e c i d e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  t h a t  t h e  emphas i s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  on c i t i z e n s h i p  and  n o t  on r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a -  

t i o n . 1 9  The League a d m i t t e d  t o  membership anyone who f a v o r e d  

l o c a l  o p t i o n  " i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  r a c e ,  c r e e d  o r  p o l i t i c a l  a f f  i l i a -  

t i o n "  and  r e s o l v e d  t o  promote  l o c a l  o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  

p e t i t i o n s  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and  by " e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  

t e m p e r a n c e  r e f o r m ,  u 2 0  E,B, Morgan, a Vancouver i n s u r a n c e  and  

r e a l  e s t a t e  b r o k e r ,  was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  League and 

o t h e r  l e a d i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  were chosen  t o  work w i t h  h im,  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  a n  Adv i so ry  C o u n c i l  w a s  f o rmed ,  which was t o  i n c l u d e  

p r e s i d e n t s  o f  a l l  r e g i o n a l  L o c a l  Op t ion  Leagues i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  

p r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  t e m p e r a n c e  s o c i e t i e s ,  and  t h e  c h i e f  o f f i c e r s  

o f  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Church 

( r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  B i shop  o f  Columbia)  and  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  

Church ( r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  A r c h b i s h o p ) ,  The Adv i so ry  C o u n c i l  

h a d  l i t t l e  a u t h o r i t y  b u t  added  a good d e a l  o f  p r e s t i g e  t o  t h e  

L o c a l  Op t ion  League,  The p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  B i shop  and  

t h e  C a t h o l i c  A r c h b i s h o p  on t h e  Adv i so ry  C o u n c i l  gave  t h e  League 

m o r a l  s u p p o r t  b u t  n e i t h e r  t h e  A n g l i c a n s  n o r  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  e v e r  



c o n s i d e r e d  themse lves  i n  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  camp, A f t e r  t h e  

demise o f  t h e  League t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church was a g a i n  i n v i t e d  t o  

j o i n  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  of  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  P r o h i b i t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  b u t  

it r e f u s e d ,  

The League provided an  e f f e c t i v e  and t h e o l o g i c a l l y  
- - _-. -"-*a F \ 

& e u t r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  which t h e  churches  c o u l d  c o o p e r a t e  on a \, - - - ---" -- - --_ylC.." - -- - ". 

 political^^^., t h u s  a v o i d i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  o p p o s i . o n  t h a t  
- -....... _* I I- -- 

d i r e c t  church  involvement  might  i n v i t e ,  The League a l s o  made 

it p o s s i b l e  t o  i n v o l v e  g i f t e d  l a y  peop le  i n  a  moral  c a u s e ,  

Thus t h e  p r e s i d e n t  was a  prominent  Vancouver bus inessman,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  main work o f  keep ing  t h e  League f u n c t i o n i n g  f e l l  

on a  clergyman who became s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  League -- Rev, 

D r ,  D a n i e l  Spencer ,  a  B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r  from V i c t o r i a ,  

The Local  Option ~ e a ~ u e  appeared  t o  h o l d  t o  t h e  b a s i c  

assumpt ions  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  r e fo rm movement; i o e o ,  i f  t h e  

members o f  a  community were g iven  democra t i c  c o n t r o l  of  t h e i r  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by making a l l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and 

e x e c u t i v e  p o s t s  e l e c t i v e ,  n o t  o n l y  would t h e  peop le  b e  more 

s a t i s f i e d  because  t h e y ,  t h e  p e o p l e ,  would be  i n  p o l i t i c a l  con- 

t r o l ,  b u t  s o c i e t y  a s  a  whole would be  m o r a l l y  improved because  

t h e  peop le  would s e e  t o  it t h a t  i n j u s t i c e s  were removed, 2 1  
C'  

/ 
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n i s t s  s t o o d  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a 1 1  4 ______ _ " 

t h e  peop le  of a  community t o  v o t e  on whether  o r  n o t  s a l o o n  and 
-I . 

h o t e l  b a r s  s h o u l d  b e  a l lowed  t o  e x i s t  i n  any g iven  a r e a ,  t o  . "  " e- 

e l e c t  l i c e n s e  commiss ioners ,  and f o r  t h e  r i g h t  o f  e l e c t o r s  t o  ----- - - - - -- - - -- 

p e t i t i o n  a g a i n s t  a r b i t r a r y  d e c i s i o n s  o f  l i c e n s e  commiss ioners ,  

I t  was n o t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  reform-minded people  who were n o t  



n e c e s s a r i l y  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  a  movement t h a t  

a p p e a r e d  t o  +/-- f i t  - h w i t h  o t h e r L i b e r a 1  r e f o r m  i d e a s  l i k e  woman 
- I-___".-"- - - --*k. .-. ---D-.L-- 

s u f f r a g e  and  t h e  removal  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a t r o n a g e  system. .- -- - _ _ .-_ " - .  _",.* _ 
One c o u l d  b e  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h o u t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

b e i n g  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  s u c h  l e g i s l a t i o n  would l e t  

t h e  p e o p l e  b e  t h e  c h o o s e r s  i n  l o c a l  a f f a i r s .  The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

of c e r t a i n  p rominen t  bus inessmen i n  l o c a l  o p t i o n  and i t s  

endor semen t  by  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  c a n  b e  e x p l a i n e d  i n  

t h i s  l i g h t .  

Al though a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s o c i a l  r e f o r m ,  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  
f- 

, " l a b e l  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  a s  i n t o l e r a n t  b e c a u s e  i n  r e a l i t y ,  

t h e y  f e l t  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o n l y  s o  

l o n g  a s  t h e  v o t e  f a v o r e d  t h e i r  view.  The a p p a r e n t  i n t o l e r a n c e  

c a n  b e  e x p l a i n e d ,  i f  n o t  j u s t i f i e d ,  a s  a supreme s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  

p o s s e s s e d  by a l l  r e f o r m e r s  i n  t h e  good t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f o r m  

w i l l  b r i n g  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  and t o  s o c i e t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  

p e o p l e  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  c h o o s e  b u t  t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  no doub t  

as t o  how t h e y  would c h o o s e  -- t h e y  would c h o o s e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  

o r  p r o h i b i t i o n .  If a  v o t e  went  a g a i n s t  p r o h i b i t i o n  a s  - _I____̂___ ___. . C - ---I----* -^- --4. - -,- ._ I_IX_ 

i n  l o c a l  o p t i o n  c o n t e s t s  i n  C h i l l i w a c k  and  P r i n c e  R u p e r t  i n  
L -----.---*.. , -- -- ____.XU--- --- ...I....&- l . - - - .C-A..M-- ,-I. -I-_*"" " - ..__.. ^-. 

1910 ,  \ t h e  d e f e a t  was e x p l a i n e d  n o t  a s  t h e  p e o p l e 1  s v e ~ d i c t  b u t  
_1_---------+ - " 

- . .  - - --- U -.... --Y* l a  . _- - - -1* - ....ll-_ll/ 
as a c o n s p i r a c y  be tween  t h e  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s  ,maz~aa,_few~b-~-or-r~~g -- , . a A- %-*rue* -. -.--Yu-~~~-" 

( p r o b a b l y  n o n - e l e c t i v e )  o f f i c i a l s ,  Ruth S p e n c e ' s  book i n t e r -  _ ____ --.------ __-- -. P .,.. =- ""-,- - " - 
p r e t s  f a i l u r e  a f t e r  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  movement i n  t h i s  

l i g h t  as d o e s  a  good d e a l  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Spence i s  a l s o  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i -  

c i a n s  who p u r s u e d  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ;  i . e . ,  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  d i d  n o t  

s u f f e r  f o r  i t ,  I f  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  s u p p o r t e d  p r o h i b i t i o n  and  



was e l e c t e d ,  as was t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  L i b e r a l s  i n  1896,  

Spence writes t h a t  t h e  " f r i e n d s  o f  temperance . , . a s s i s t e d  

m a t e r i a l l y  i n  t h e  sweeping L i b e r a l  v i c t o r y ,  " 2 2  If t h e  p a r t y  

s u p p o r t i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n  l o s t ,  a s  d i d  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

L i b e r a l s  i n  1912,  Spence w r i t e s  t h a t  "it i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  had n o t h i n g  a t  a l l  t o  do w i t h  t h e  d e f e a t , 2 3  The con- 

s p i r a c y  t h e o r y  t o  e x p l a i n  s e t b a c k s  p rov ided  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

d e f e n s e  mechanism f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s ,  "Se tbacks , "  w r o t e  one 

Canadian p r o h i b i t i o n i s t ,  " a r e  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  onward 

march of t h i n g s .  " 2 4  The temperance peop le  had d e c i d e d  l o n g  

s i n c e  t h a t  t h e  Lord was on t h e i r  s i d e  and s o  t h e  o n l y  way t o  

c o n s i d e r  a d e f e a t  was i n  temporary  t e r m s  and u s u a l l y  a t  t h e  

hands  of t h e  d e v i l  h i m s e l f .  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  c o u l d  a g r e e  w i t h  

B i l l y  Sunday when h e  s a i d  t h s t - - t h e  -_l.lequQr-t.r-affic was be lched  

up from t h e  p i t  o f  -,. ---- - . 
r2r" 

A v i g o r o u s  LOL d rove  s t r a i g h t  toward i t s  g o a l  o f  o b t a i n i n g  

o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  I n  e a r l y  February ,  1 9 0 9 ,  when t h e  League 

s e n t  a d e l e g a t i o n  o f  a b o u t  150 pe r sons  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  govern- 

ment ,  f i f t y  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  League a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d  i n  many p a r t s  

of t h e  p r o v i n c e  and t h i s  number grew t o  s e v e n t y  b e f o r e  t h e  y e a r  

w a s  o u t .  The d e l e g a t i o n  c a r r i e d  a  p e t i t i o n  f a v o r i n g  a l o c a l  

o p t i o n  law s i g n e d  by 1 0 , 0 0 0  e l e c t o r s  and 25,000 o t h e r  pe r sons  

and a l s o  a d r a f t  b i l l  o f  a l o c a l  o p t i o n  law, 2 6  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  

t h e  League a l s o  s e n t  i n  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s  and p e t i t i o n s  t o  i n d i v i -  

d u a l  members of t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  I n  a  b rochure  e n t i t l e d  

"Temperance Peop le ,  Wake Up!" S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  Spencer  encouraged 

l o c a l  o p t i o n  s u p p o r t e r s  t o  become i n v o l v e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  by 



h e l p i n g  t o  nominate c a n d i d a t e s  f a v o r a b l e  t o  l o c a l  o p t i o n  and by 

v o t i n g  f o r  them.27 Spencer  a l s o  urged church m i n i s t e r s  t o  make 

s t a t e m e n t s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  
p" 

There i s  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e  
t o d a y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  movement, , , , 
Be a  moral  r e f o r m e r .  Lend a  hand i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  
God and humanity i n  t h i s  g r e a t  modern c r u s a d e , 2 8  

"1n a  r e p o r t  Spencer  s t a t e d  t h a t  c a n v a s s e r s  had found t h a t  n i n e t y  

p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  peop le  f a v o r e d  a  l o c a l  o p t i o n  law, 2 9  The LOL . 
had become a  p r e s s u r e  group t h a t  cou ld  n o t  e a s i l y  b e  i g n o r e d  by 

t h e  government and Premier  Richard  McBride made t h e  q u i c k  pro-  
-_-___I___--- - - _ . - - -  ------ 

mise  o f  a  p l e b i s c i t e  on t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  --- - - 0 .  > - - -  
-____-I_- 

l 

A n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  i n t e r e s t s  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  i g n o r e  ; 

League e i t h e r .  Throughout t h e s e  y e a r s ,  a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n  

l e a d e r s h i p  w a s ,  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  g i v e n  by peop le  d i r e c t 9  - 
/ 

connec ted  w i t h  -.-- t h e  - -  l i q u p r _ t r a f f i c ,  --- ..-.. - -- A t  t h e  same t i m e  it s h o u l d  

n o t  b e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  "wets" ,  a s  t h e y  were c a l l e d ,  opposed 

e v e r y  r e s t r i c t i o n  p l a c e d  on t h e i r  b u s i r , e s s ,  Many s a l o o n  and 

h o t e l  k e e p e r s  s u p p o r t e d  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  l i c e n s e  f e e s ,  o r  

h i g h  l i c e n s e ,  a s  t h i s  p o l i c y  was c a l l e d ,  because  t h e y  f e l t  such  

a p o l i c y  would r a i s e  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  b o t h  i n  

s e r v i c e  and f a c i l i t i e s ,  and d e c r e a s e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  30 I n  1 9 0 6  

members o f  t h e  V i n t n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  l o b b i e d  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

i n  s u p p o r t  o f  a law t h a t  would l i m i t ,  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  popula-  

t i o n ,  t h e  number o f  l i c e n s e s  i s s u e d  i n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  31 1t was 

a l s o  rumoured t h a t  t h e  Licensed V i n t n e r s  were behind t h e  push t o  

remove l i q u o r  l i c e n s e s  from g r o c e r y  s t o r e s  and c l u b s ,  However, , 

t h e  w e t s  s t r o n g l y  opposed l o c a l  o ~ t i o n ,  Two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  -- / 
t h e  Licensed V i c t u a l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  V i n t n e r ' s  



A s s o c i a t i o n  -- were q u i c k  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  

b u s i n e s s  posed  by l o c a l  o p t i o n  and  t h e s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  began  

u s i n g  t h e  same t a c t i c s  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  government  a s  t h o s e  used  

by t h e  LOL, The r e t a i l e r s  and  t h e  b r e w e r s  emphas ized  tha t  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  would o n l y  create  more b o o t l e g g i n g ,  They demanded t h a t  

a t  l e a s t  a  60% m a j o r i t y  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a v o t e  t o  c a r r y  

i f  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  were  h e l d ,  3 2 

These men n o t  o n l y  l o b b i e d  a g a i n s t  l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  t h e y  a l s o  

./ 
went  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  p o l i t i c s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  A , E ,  Watts, p r e s i d e n t  

of t h e  Cranbrook  C o n s e r v a t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  compla ined  t o  McBride 

i n  a l e t t e r  t h a t  "a  s m a l l  c l i q u e  composed o f  l i q u o r  men -- h a v e  

u s u r p e d  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  and r i g h t s  o f  t h e  [ l o c a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e ]  

E x e c u t i v e " ,  and  t h a t  t h i s  " c l i q u e "  w a s  f o r c i n g  i t s  w i l l  i n  t h e  

c h o i c e  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  b o t h  p a r t y  n o m i n a t i o n  and  p a t r o n a g e  

p o s i t i o n s ,  33  The l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  had  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n y  d e c l i n e  

i n  demand d e s p i t e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  laws on h o u r s  o f  

s a l e  o r  t h e  c l o s i n g  down o f  s a l o o n s ,  The re  were 3 5  b r e w e r i e s  

i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n  1902 and  up  u n t i l  1912 a t  l e a s t  

d i s t i l l i n g  and  b rewing  showed f a i r  p r o g r e s s ,  t h e  
v i c t o r i e s  o f  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  n o t  
b a l a n c i n g  t h e  growth  o f  t h i r s t y  c i t i e s  and  t h e  
coming o f  i m m i g r a n t s  f rom b e e r - l o v i n g  l a n d s ,  3 4  

// Y e t ,  w e l l  aware  o f  what  was h a p p e n i n g  e l s e w h e r e  i n  Canada,  t h e  

V i n t n e r s  h e l d  a c o n v e n t i o n  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1909 ,  and  f o r w a r d e d  a 

r e s o l u t i o n  t o  P r e m i e r  McBride r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  n o  change  

i n  t h e  L i q u o r  L i c e n s e  Act a s  it would b e  " u n j u s t  f o r  t h i s  Gover- 

nment t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  v e s t e d  r i g h t s  o f  l i c e n s e s  p r o p e r l y  w i t h o u t  

f i r s t  h a v i n g  been  made an  i s s u e  o f  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e l e c t i o n  i n  

t h i s  p r o v i n c e ,  11  3 5 



There  w a s  no  need  f o r  t h e  a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  t o  become 

./ u n d u l y  c o n c e r n e d ,  The LOL l e a d e r s  were i n e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  p o l i t i -  

c a l  t a c t i c s  and  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  government  o f  P r e m i e r  McBride,  

p r o b a b l y  d o u b t i n g  t h a t  t h e  League had  w i d e s p r e a d  s u p p o r t ,  o u t -  

w i t t e d  them r a t h e r  b a d l y  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  p r o h i b i t i o n  campaign ,  

J, H a w t h o r n t h w a i t e ,  S o c i a l i s t  member f rom Nanaimo, i n t i m a t e d  

that  l o c a l  o p t i o n  s u p p o r t  was n o t  much beyond p e t i t i o n  s t r e n g t h ;  

i , e ,  t e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e r s ,  and  McBride p r o b a b l y  a g r e e d  

w i t h  him f o r  h e  s u p p o r t e d  H a w t h o r n t h w a i t e ' s  mo t ion  t o  a p p o i n t  a  

Royal  Commission t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  Gothenburg  System w i t h  a  , 

view t o  imp lemen t ing  i~ i n  B r i t i s h  ~ o l u m b i a . ~ ~  The mot ion  

p a s s e d  b u t  was n e v e r  c a r r i e d  o u t .  

The p romise  o f  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  made a t  t h e  end o f  F e b r u a r y  
*I.-" 

r ema ined  b u t  McBride s a i d  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  when it would b e  h e l d  

o r  what  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  would be .  A f t e r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  was 

d i s s o l v e d ,  d e b a t e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  p l e b i s c i t e  was no  l o n g e r  p o s s i b l e  and  a  h a z e  o f  c o n f u s i o n  

hung o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  q u e s t i o n ,  Not many p e o p l e  were  v i t a l l y  

c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  l o c a l  o p t i o n  anyway. The t a l k  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  

s i n c e  McBride gave  t h e  f i r s t  i n t i m a t i o n  a b o u t  i n  on Janua ry '  2 5 ,  

1 9 0 9 ,  was t h e  coming o f  t h e  N o r t h e r n  P a c i f i c  Rai lway t o  B r i t i s h  

Columbia,  The r a i l w a y  s t o r y  and  t h e  r e c o v e r y  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  
/ I  ,? 

f rom t h e  1907 d e p r e s s i o n  f i l l e d  t h e  newspapers  and t h e  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  s u b j e c t  was a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  i g n o r e d .  

The a p p a r e n t  s t u d i e d  n e g l e c t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  i s s u e  

r 
e x a s p e r a t e d  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  LOL. T h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  

government  were  s p e c i f i c  b u t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  no  answer ,  I n  



mid-May, E, B, Morgan, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  League,  w r o t e  t o  McBride 

and  a s k e d  t h r e e  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s :  was it i n t e n d e d  t o  d e f e r  

t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n ;  would a  majo- 

r i t y  v o t e  b e  d e c i s i v e ;  i f  t h e  v o t e  f a v o r e d  l o c a l  o p t i o n  would 

l e g i s l a t i o n  f o l l o w ? 3 7  McBride r e f u s e d  t o  commit h i m s e l f ,  H e  

a l s o  g r a c i o u s l y  d e c l i n e d  an i n v i t a t i o n  from t h e  LOL t o  s p e a k  a t  

a  l o c a l  o p t i o n  r a l l y ,  3 8 

If l o c a l  o p t i o n  s u p p o r t e r s  were  o f f e n d e d  a t  McBride f o r  

n e g l e c t i n g  t h e i r  c a u s e ,  t h e y  a l s o  had  t o  concede  t h a t  h e  was n o t  

a g a i n s t  a l l  mora l  r e f o r m s ,  By shrewd p o l i t i c a l  manoeuver ing  
xP 
McBride o f f e r e d  s u p p o r t  r o  mora l  r e f o r m e r s  w i t h  one h a n d ,  w h i l e  

h e  w i t h h e l d  l o c a l  o p t i o n  i n  t h e  o t h e r ,  I n  May, 1 9 0 9 ,  McBride 

s q u e l c h e d  an  a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  o r g a n i z e d  Sunday s p o r t s  t o  Nor th  

Vancouver and  i n  s o  d o i n g  won warm p r a i s e  f rom a l l  e v a n g e l i c a l  

c h u r c h  l e a d e r s .  3 9  Under __ at torney-genera l - -Bow=r,  the-..iqu_or 

l aws  _ _______I__II_____. were s t i f f e n e d  - - I _ L  _. and  -._ s t r i c t  e n f o r c e m e n t  was e n c o u r a g e d ,  
" ^ - I _ .  

Offending  s a l o o n s ,  r o a d h o u s e s  and  h o t e l s ,  accus tomed t o  l a w  

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  c l o s i n g  l a w s  s u d d e n l y  found  t h e i r  l i c e n s e s  b e i n g  

c a n c e l l e d ,  A C o n s e r v a t i v e  campaign o r g a n i z e r  i n fo rmed  McBride 

t h a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  C h i l l i w a c k  C lub ,  w h i l e  it made some 

government  s u p p o r t e r s  f f s o r e "  was a "ve ry  p o p u l a r  move" i n  

C h i l l i w a c k ,  and  h e  added  t h a t  i f  t h e  l i c e n s e  was renewed,  t h e  

r e s u l t s  would b e  " d i s a s t r o u s f f  t o  t h e  p a r t y ,  40 

R e l a t i o n s  be tween  t h e  government  and  t h e  LOL r ema ined  

c o o l ,  By mid-summer s t i l l  no  e x p l a n a t i o n  had  come from t h e  

government .  I n  J u l y ,  D r ,  S p e n c e r  t r i e d  t o  p r o d  McBride w i t h  a  

m i l d  t h r e a t ,  



We a r e  much d i s a p p o i n t e d  a t  h a v i n g  no  i n f o r m a t i o n  and  
a s k  t h a t  it b e  g i v e n  t o  u s ,  We c a n  a s s u r e  t h a t ,  s o  
f a r  as we know t h e  t e m p e r a n c e  and  mora l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  i t  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  volume Csicl a g a i n s t  t h e  - 
Government ' s  d e l a y  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  l i q u o r  men 
re-j o i c e  and  p u b l i c l y  b o a s t  o f  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  
t h e  Government on t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  , , , Allow u s  a l s o  
t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i s  p r e t t y  g e n e r a l  
t h a t  men p l edged  t o  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  p r i n c i p l e  w i l l  b e  
nomina ted  i n  b o t h  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i f  t h e  p a r t i e s  
t h e m s e l v e s  do n o t  do  s o O 4 l  

McBride r ema ined  u n r u f f l e d  and  s u a v e l y  r e p l i e d  t h a t  h e  had  "no 

d e s i r e  t o  p r o l o n g  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  as t o  t h e  d a t e "  b u t  w a s  " n o t  i n  

a  p o s i t i o n  t o  make a  p u b l i c  announcement , "  b u t  t h a t  h e  would 

"ample t i m e  , , , between  t h e  announcement and  t h e  t a k i n g  o f  

t h e  p l e b i s c i t e ,  1 f 4 2  

On Oc tobe r  1 9 ,  1 9 0 9 ,  P r e m i e r  McBride announced t h a t  t h e  " 

T e l e c t i o n  and t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  on l o c a l  o p t i o n  would b e  h e l d  on 

November 2 5 ,  The LOL was d i s a p p o i n t e d  b e c a u s e  it h a d  wanted  

t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  t o  b e  h e l d  on a day  o t h e r  t h a n  an  e l e c t i o n  day  

and  b e c a u s e  t h e  t i m e  now r e m a i n i n g  t o  mount a n  e f f e c t i v e  cam- 

p a i g n  was c o n s i d e r e d  i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  4 3  Ano the r  h a n d i c a p  f o r  t h e  

League w a s  M c B r i d e l s  e x c i t i n g  news r e l e a s e  a b o u t  a d d i t i o n a l  

r a i l w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h i s  news g r e a t l y  overshadowed t h e  

l o c a l  o p t i o n  q u e s t i o n ,  I n  t h e  campaign t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  p o l i t i c a l  

c a n d i d a t e s  and  t h e  newspapers  s c a r c e l y  c o n c e r n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  

l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  a n d ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  D r ,  S p e n c e r ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  t a k e  t h e  

d e b a t e  i n t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s ,  had  t o  r e l y  m a i n l y  on t h e  L e t t e r s -  

t o - t h e - E d i t o r  co lumns ,  The r a i l w a y  p r o m o t e r s ,  W i l l i a m  Mackenzie  

and  Donald Mann, who w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  by a Kootenay judge  as t h e  

"power b e h i n d  t h e  t h r o n e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n , "  made c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  

r a i l w a y  p r o j e c t  was k e p t  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c  by b u y i n g  up  a number 



o f  i n t e r i o r  n e w s p a p e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Nelson  D a i l y  N e w s ,  44 

/ ~ o c a l  - o p t i o n  - r e c e i v e d  a  _nes<y--.assist f rom t h e  -Vancouver D o c t o r s  . . 

A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  November.-when the-_group  announced t h a t  l i q u o r ,  
- - - - ---- ----- 
even  i f  - m o d e r a t e l y  -.--- used  " s e r v e s  no  u s e f u l  p u r p o s e ,  b u t  i s  gene-  

r a l l y  -. -- har_m_fgi."nd t h a t  i t  " i s  a d r u g  and s h o u l d  b e  p r e s c r i b e d  

i n  d i s e a s e ~ ~ 1 ~ 5 ,  .--- - 
" 4 5  P u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  h e l d  by t h e  LOL, however ,  

f a i l e d  t o  a r o u s e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s u p p o r t ,  A r a l l y  f e a t u r i n g  a 

g u e s t  l e c t u r e r  f rom New Zea land  was h e l d  i n  Vancouver two d a y s  

b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  day  b u t  t h e  m e e t i n g  was n o t  l a r g e l y  a t t e n d e d . 4 6  

Those campaigning  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  were a t  a  d i s a d v a n t a g e  

'because t h e  government  s i m p l y  made no  s t a t e m e n t s  on l o c a l  o p t i o n  

a t  a l l  u n t i l  two o r  t h r e e  d a y s  b e f o r e  e l e c t i o n  d a y ,  What t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  would b e  w a s  f i n a l l y  e x p l a i n e d  by 

Bowser who s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h o s e  who v o t e d  f o r  

c a n d i d a t e s  a l s o  v o t e d  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  t h e  government  would 

b r i n g  i n  a  l o c a l  o p t i o n  l a w ,  4 7  D r ,  S p e n c e r  was f u l l y  aware  of  

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  many v o t e r s  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e y  were  v o t i n g  f o r  

a l o c a l  o p t i o n  - l aw o r  o n l y  l o c a l  o p t i o n  i n  t h e  a b s t r a c t  b e c a u s e  

t h e  l a t t e r  p h r a s i n g  smacked t o o  much o f  s t r a i g h t  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  

When t h e  o f f i c i a l  government  n o t i c e  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  newspapers  

on November 1 4 ,  S p e n c e r  was f u r i o u s ,  The p h r a s i n g  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  was f o r  " l o c a l  o p t i o n "  i n s t e a d  o f  f o r  a 

" l o c a l  o p t i o n  law,"  which Spence r  had  r e q u e s t e d ,  H e  w r o t e  t o  

McBride i m m e d i a t e l y ,  

You w i l l  remember I drew y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  d i s t i n c -  
t i o n  when w i t h  you l a s t  week, , , , A s  l o n g  as w e  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  i s  a l r i g h t  b u t  you w i l l  
see t h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween  a  v o t e  f o r  l o c a l  
o p t i o n  law and  a  v o t e  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n O 4 *  



McBri.de r e p l i e d  i n  two d a y s ,  "I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

Government t o  t r e a t  t h e  b a l l o t  i n  q u e s t i o n  a s  i f  t h e  words ' l o c a l  

o p t i o n  l a w t  were p r i n t e d  upon i t ,  t r  49  

Whatever  McBride" a s s u r a n c e s ,  S p e n c e r ' s  f e a r s  a b o u t  popu- 

l a r  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  a r i s i n g  from t h e  word ing  were soon  r e a l i z e d ,  

The LOL a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  was "NOT f o r  L o c a l  Opt ion  

o r  P r o h i b i t i o n ,  a s  c o n t e n d e d  by l i q u o r  menf' b u t  " s imp ly  a v o t e  

' f o r '  o r  ' a g a i n s t P  a  Loca l  Opt ion  l a w ,  - " 5 0  However, a n  a d v e r t i s e -  

ment i n  a n o t h e r  newspaper  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  

t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  i s  f o r  L o c a l  Op t ion  -- I t  s a y s  s o  on 
t h e  b a l l o t  p a p e r ,  , , , L o c a l  Opt ion  s u p p o r t e r s  s a y  
t h a t  a  L o c a l  Op t ion  law would 'Give  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e v e r y  
m u n i c i p a l i t y  t o  v o t e  f o r  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  
l i c e n s e  s y s t e m , '  , , , T h i s  i s  NOT TRUE and  t h e y  know 
i t ,  b u t  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  DECEIVE Y O U ,  51 

S i m i l a r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  l i n k e d  a  v o t e  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  w i t h  a 

v o t e  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  

A week b e f o r e  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  was h e l d ,  S p e n c e r ,  i n  des -  

p e r a t i o n ,  w r o t e  t o  McBride and  a s k e d  him t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  m a t t e r  

p u b l i c l y ,  b u t  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  q u e s t i o n  r ema ined  c o n f u s e d  r i g h t  

u n t i l  e l e c t i o n  d a y ,  

L i q u o r  men you meet a t  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  a t  mea l s  r e p o r t  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  which I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t o o k  p l a c e  , , , 
and  i f  I may s u g g e s t  t o  you t o  make t h e  s t a t e m e n t :  
t h a t  you are a n x i o u s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  and  t h a t  i t  
s h o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d  from p o l i t i c s  a l t o g e t h e r ,  5 2  

The re  was a l s o  some c o n f u s i o n  a s  t o  where l o c a l  o p t i o n ,  i f  

it was v o t e d  i n ,  would a p p l y ,  A f t e r  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  was o v e r ,  

P a r k e r  W i l l i a m s ,  member f o r  N e w c a s t l e ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  c o n s t i -  

t u e n c y  h a d  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  l o c a l  o p t i o n  b e c a u s e  it was a n  o u t l y i n g  

d i s t r i c t  and  t h e r e  w a s  a p r e v a l e n t  b e l i e f  t h a t  l o c a l  o p t i o n  would 



o n l y  a p p l y  t o  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  t h e r e b y  d r i v i n g  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  

i n t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t s ,  5 3 

The a c t u a l  t a k i n g  o f  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  c a n  o n l y  b e  d e s c r i b e d  

a s  c a r e l e s s ,  S p e c i f i c  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e  were  

r e p o r t e d  by  Spence r  t o  McBride,  

I n  many p l a c e s  t h e  b a l l o t t s  [ s i c ]  were  n o t  handed  - 
u n l e s s  a s k e d  f o r ,  and  s o  h u n d r e d s  were  l o s t  t o  u s  , , , 
A t  Vancouver no  s c u t i n e e r s  were  a l l o w e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  
c a n d i d a t e s ,  . , . I n  A b b o t s f o r d  [ s i c ] .  P e a r s o n v i l l e  - 
[ s i c ]  and  Mat squ i  t h e r e  was a  s h o r t a g e  o f  
b a o t t s ,  , , , 54 

The C o l o n i s t  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  an  u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  number o f  

d i s q u a l i f i e d  b a l l o t s ,  one o u t  o f  e v e r y  t w e n t y ,  5 5  T h i s  f i g u r e  

w a s  r e d u c e d  a f t e r  D r ,  Spence r  a s  s c r u t i n e e r  r e g a i n e d  many o f  t h e  

d i s a l l o w e d  b a l l o t s  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  t o t a l .  

The p r o v i n c i a l  government  d i d  n o t  k e e p  a  permanent  r e c o r d  

./of t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  b a l l o t i n g  and  t h e  r e s u l t s  were  n e v e r  o f f i c i -  

a l l y  p r i n t e d ,  Accord ing  t o  one s o u r c e ,  t h e r e  were 46 ,801  v o t e s  

p o l l e d  f o r  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s ,  22,779 f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  and  19 ,084  

a g a i n s t ,  l e a v i n g  a  n e t  m a j o r i t y  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  o f  3695,  b u t  

t h e  t o t a l  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  f e l l  s h o r t  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d  h a l f  t h e  

t o t a l  v o t e s  c a s t  f o r  c a n d i d a t e s  by s l i g h t l y  o v e r  6 0 O O b 6  The 

o n l y  l a r g e r  c e n t r e s  v o t i n g  a g a i n s t  l o c a l  o p t i o n  were Nanaimo, 

L i l l o o e t  and  Ne l son ,  which had  a l s o  a l l  v o t e d  w e t  i n  1898 ,  The 

C o n s e r v a t i v e s  were r e t u r n e d  w i t h  an overwhelming m a j o r i t y  o f  34 

s e a t s  and  o n l y  two L i b e r a l s  and two S o c i a l i s t s  were e l e c t e d ,  

An i n c r e a s e  i n  t emperance  s e n t i m e n t  s i n c e  1898 was e v i -  
..- 

d e n t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  b u t  i n  v iew o f  h i s  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  a t  t h e  

p o l l s ,  P r e m i e r  McBride h a n d l e d  t h e  l i q u o r  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  same 

way h e  had  a lways  h a n d l e d  i t ,  by r e s t r i c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  A 



more r e s t r i c t i v e  l i q u o r  law was p a s s e d  and  i n  1 9 1 1  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  k - - -- - --- .--- --. .- ---, .n., * "  - --. 
were  g i v e n  t h e  power t o  do away w i t h  s a l o o n s  c o m p l e t e l y ,  T h i s  

em-- * - - -  - - -  . . .  - - -_  _ _  _ - - 
p r o v i n c i a l  l a w  f o l l o w e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  l i k e  

Vancouver where s a l o o n s  had been  e l i m i n a t e d  f o r  some t i m e  p a s t ,  

Whereas t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  - law - -. by-19 --- 1 3  - r e w i r e d  -- have- a t  

l e a s t  30 rooms t h e  c i t y  o f  Vancouver  r e q u i r e d  a l l  h o t e l s  t o  _ __-- --------- 
h a v e  100 rooms and a  f u l l y  e q u i p p e d  d i n i n g  room, I n  u n o r g a n i z e d  

d i s t r i c t s ,  a l l  l i c e n s e s  a f t e r  1910 were  g r a n t e d  by t h e  S u p e r i n -  

t e n d e n t  o f  P o l i c e  and t h e  l i c e n s e s  o f  o f f e n d i n g  h o u s e s  were 

summar i ly  c a n c e l l e d ,  John O l i v e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  a c c u s e d  t h e  Con- 

s e r v a t i v e s  o f  " p o l i t i c a l  m a n i p u l a t i o n "  and t h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  

o f  r u r a l  l i c e n s i n g  u n d e r  one man d i d  n o t  s i t  w e l l  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  

f a v o r  o f  p o p u l a r  c o n t r o l  o f  l i c e n s i n g ,  5 7 

I n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 1 0 ,  t h e  LOL h e l d  a  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  V i c t o r i a .  

*#'" 
'" An a p p e a l  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government  t o  p e r m i t  l o c a l  o p t i o n  

i n  a t  l e a s t  t h o s e  a r e a s  t h a t  had  v o t e d  f o r  it i n  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  

was u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  Stymied i n  t h e  e f f o r 3 t  t o  o b t a i n  a p r o v i n c i a l  

l o c a l  o p t i o n  l a w ,  t h e  League d e c i d e d  a t  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  t o  

a p p e a l  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  f o r  a n  amendment t o  t h e  S c o t t  

Act t h a t  would make l o c a l  o p t i o n  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  towns 

and  d i s t r i c t s  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  I t  was a l s o  d e c i d e d  t o  h e l p  
---C-----^l- - \ 

work f o r  woman s u f f r a g e ,  f o r  p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n  o f  l i c e n s e  commis- \ 
% \ 
s i o n e r s  and  f o r  a g r e a t e r  measure  of  t emperance  e d u c a t i o n  i n  
-..A..- 

s c h o o l s ,  With t h e  h e l p  o f  Ralph S m i t h ,  member o f  p a r l i a m e n t  
e--- 

from Vancouver ,  t h e  amendment t o  t h e  S c o t t  A c t  was made r a t h e r  

e a s i l y ,  D r ,  S p e n c e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n fo rmed  McBride a b o u t  t h i s  

s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  League a l t h o u g h  h e  added  t h a t  "it would h a v e  



been  more t o  o u r  l i k i n g  i f  o u r  own Government had  g i v e n  u s  a  

Loca l  Opt ion  Law, 1 1  5  8 

The c o n v e n t i o n  t e m p o r a r i l y  h i d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  z i p  h a d  

'/-gone o u t  o f  t h e  League. The re  was l i t t l e  p o p u l a r  e n t h u s i a s m ,  

even  among l o c a l  o p t i o n  w o r k e r s  f o r  t h e  S c o t t  A c t  amendment, 

coming a s  it d i d  on t h e  rebound o f  a  f a i l u r e  t o  o b t a i n  a  p ro -  

v i n c i a l  l aw ,  and  t h e  amendment l a c k e d  t h e  p r e s t i g e  a  Law 

e n a c t e d  by t h e  p o p u l a r  McBride government  would have  h a d ,  

S p e n c e r  f e l t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  O k a n a g a n a r e a w o u l d  s u p p o r t  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  S c o t t  Act and  h e  h e l d  r a l l i e s  i n  t h e  towns 

t h e r e  b u t  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d  i n  a c t u a l l y  b r i n g i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t o  

a  v o t e ,  5 9  A t t e m p t s  i n  1 9 1 0  t o  b r i n g  l o c a l  o p t i o n  i n t o  C h i l l i -  

wack and P r i n c e  Rupe r t  were v o t e d  down a l t h o u g h  b o t h  l o c a t i o n s  

had  f a v o r e d  l o c a l  o p t i o n  by  s u b s t a n t i a l  m a j o r i t i e s  i n  1909 ,  

*d+he LOL f a d e d  i n t o  o b l i v i o n  when t h e  L i b e r a l  p a r t y  which had  

f a v o r e d  l o c a l  o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  was b a d l y  d e f e a t e d  i n  t h e  

p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n  o f  1 9 1 2  and D r ,  D a n i e l  Spence r  l e f t  t h e  

c o a s t  and  began working  w i t h  t h e  Dominion A l l i a n c e ,  

The f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  LOL was t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  due  t o  t h e  
,,/-- 

f a i l u r e  of t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  a t  t h e  p o l l s ,  U n l i k e  t h e  ConSer- 

v a t i v e s ,  who n e v e r  t o o k  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  q u e s t i o n  s e r i o u s l y ,  

t h e  L i b e r a l s  made l o c a l  o p t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a r t  o f  t h e  p a r t y  

p l a t f o r m  i n  1909 and  a g a i n  i n  1912 ,  L o c a l  o p t i o n  was part . .of  ___ _-- -.. 

a L i b e r a l  r e f o r m  program e n d o r s i n g  a w i d e r . ~ s e  of-.democracy 
__&I .. ...--- 

t h a t  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  woman s u f f r a g e  and  t h e  " e l e c t i ~ - ~ ~ l i c e n s e  .- - "-, 
\--.*.- .-- ewe .---" - ' -. . 

and  p o l i c e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  A 1912 L i b e r a l  r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e d  
% ~"--"--'-"' = 

t h a t  



t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia i s  a t  p r e s e n t  
u n d e r  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Govern- 
ment and i s  used  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  mach ine ,  . . , The 
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  s h o u l d  b e  v e s t e d  i n  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o r  l o c a l l y  e l e c t e d  b o a r d s  i n  u n o r g a n i -  
zed  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  60 

The charm,  good humor and common t o u c h  o f  P r e m i e r  McBride,  

and  above  a l l ,  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e s e  y e a r s  u n d e r  h i s  l e a d e r -  

s h i p ,  doomed t h e  L i b e r a l s  t o  d e f e a t  and c o m p l e t e l y  removed t h e  

t emperance  i s s u e  as a  s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n ,  I n  1909 t h e  

C o n s e r v a t i v e  s l o g a n  was "McBride P r o s p e r i t y "  and i n  1 9 1 2  McBride 

b o a s t e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  more r a i l w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  g o i n g  on i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia t h a n  i n  any  o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  Empire t o d a y .  I I  6 1 

B r i t i s h  Columbians v o t e d  f o r  l o c a l  o p t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  f i t t e d  

t h e i r  r e f o r m  i d e a s  o r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t h o u g h t  it t h e  d e c e n t  t h i n g  

t o  d o ,  But " t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Dick" c o u l d  b e  h igh-handed  w i t h  a 

g r o u p  l i k e  t h e  LOL and  t h e  p e o p l e  would n o t  v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  

f a v o r i t e  s o n .  

Lwi thout  World War I it i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  p r o h i b i t i o n  would %, 

* 
e 

e v e r  h a v e  come t o  B r i t i s h  ~ o l u m b i a , ' -  .a Ruth Spence s t a t e s  t h a t  

p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  Canada was " i n e v i t a b l e "  and  t h a t  t h e  war  o n l y  

h e l p e d  " h a s t e n  t h e  end o f  t h e  l e g a l i z e d  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  i n  

Canada" b u t  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  does  n o t  f i t  t h e  c a s e  o f  B r i t i s h  

~ o l u m b i a , ~ ~  B e s i d e s  t h o s e  B r i t i s h  Columbians who c o u l d  a lways  

b e  c o u n t e d  upon t o  f a v o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  f o r  m o r a l  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  

l o c a l  o p t i o n  movement had  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h o s e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m ,  b u t  even  s o  t h e  l o c a l  o p t i o n  

movement had  f a i l e d ,  o f  t h e  war  now b r o u g h t  a 



new wave o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  and  a c r o s s  

Canada,  a s u p p o r t  t h a t  l a s t e d  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  war b u t  

c e a s e d  when t h e  w a r  ended3  

B r i t i s h  Columbians r e sponded  t o  t h e  immedia te  demands o f  

World War I w i t h  z e a l  and  d e d i c a t i o n  and  n e a r l y  56,000 o f  them 

j o i n e d  t h e  Canadian  f o r c e s ,  O f f i c i a l l y  , t h e r e  were a t t e m p t s  

t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  u s e  o f  l i q u o r  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  "The one  draw- 

back  t o  a  s o l d i e r  i s  o v e r - i n d u l g e n c e  i n  l i q u o r "  s a i d  t h e  

Canadian  M i n i s t e r  o f  M i l i t i a ,  Sam H.ughes, who s o u g h t  t o  e l i m i -  

n a t e  w e t  messes i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  m i l i t a r y  e f f i c i e n c y ,  6 4  The 

p e o p l e  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia were n o t  o f  a mind t o  l e t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  

make t h e  o n l y  war t ime  s a c r i f i c e s ,  A s  t h e  l o n g  c a s u a l t y  l i s t s  

,/began a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  newspapers  t h e  spokesmen f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  

g a i n e d  a w i d e r  h e a r i n g  when t h e y  denounced l i q u o r  as an  enemy t o  \ 
b o t h  e f f i c i e n c y  and  p a t r i o t i s m ,  - - - -  -- The P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  

t 
_ _ I - -  

Columbia WCTU p r a i s e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  Hughes and  u r g e d  t h e  

e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  l i q u o r  a s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  w a r ,  

Many h a v e  warned t h a t  a l c o h o l  was b r e e d i n g  i n e f f i c i e n c y  
i n  t h e  r a c e ;  y e t  t h e  governments  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  cope  
w i t h  t h i s  enemy from w i t h i n ,  u n t i l  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  t h e  
enemy from w i t h o u t  c a u s e d  them t o  s e n s e  " t h a t  t h e  
f i t t e s t  o n l y  c a n  s u r v i v e , "  And t h e  p r e s e n t  g r e a t  
s t r u g g l e  h a s  a t  l a s t  c o n v i n c e d  them t h a t  n o  drink- ) I  
n a t i o n  c a n  b e  " f i t " , 6 5  
---.. 

No government  w a s  p r e p a r e d  t o  spend  t i m e  l i s t e n i n g t o  

m o r a l i s t i c  a r g u m e n t s ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a  w a r  t o  b e  won and  t h i s  

r e q u i r e d  a  t o t a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  a l l  r e s o u r c e s ,  and  a  w a s t i n g  

o f  none ,  I t  meant a  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  economic and  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s  and  e f f i c i e n c y  i n  p r o d u c t i o n .  T a r i f f  and  e x c i s e  

c h a r g e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on s p i r i t s ,  t o b a c c o ,  c o f f e e  and  s u g a r  were 



i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f e d e r a l  war  b u d g e t .  A s h o r t a g e  o f  food  

c a u s e d  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  t o  t a k e  a c r i t i c a l  view o f  b o t h  

t h e  d o m e s t i c  and  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e  o f  f o o d s t u f f s ,  The Food Board 

i s s u e d  s t r i c t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  B r i t i s h  Columbians r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

u s e  o f  whea t  and s u g a r ,  6 6  F a m i l i e s  were  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  h a v e  

more t h a n  a  f i f t e e n - d a y  s u p p l y  o f  f l o u r  and  i n  b a k i n g ,  s u b s t i -  

t u t e  f l o u r s  were t o  b e  mixed w i t h  whea t  f l o u r ,  C i t i z e n s  were  

u r g e d  t o  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  one  w h e a t l e s s  meal  e v e r y  day  and  t o  
I 

a v o i d  whea t  b r e a k f a s t  f o o d s ,  In  t h e  b r e w i n g  and  d i s t i l l i n g  
/" 

/ i ndus t ry ,  t h e  g r a i n  s h o r t a g e  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  a c o m p l e t e  

s t o p p a g e  o f  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  a l l  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s .  

I n  B r i t i s h  Columbia t h e  economic r e c e s s i o n  t h a t  had  

begun i n  1913 became even  more s e r i o u s  a f t e r  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  
I 

w a r  and  t h e  r e c e s s i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i g h  unemployment,  caused  

s e r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  d i s t r e s s  i n  Vancouver  and  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  

p r o v i n c e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 9 1 4 . 6 7  Economic c o n d i t i o n s  s l o w l y  

/improved b u t  w i t h  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  unemployment r e l i e f  and  t h i  

i n c r e a s i n g  f i n a n c i a l  demands o f  t h e  w a r  money g o i n g  i n t o  s a l o o n  

c o f f e r s  l o o k e d  more and more l i k e  s h e e r  w a s t e .  . Businessmen -W ".- -- r 

f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  needed  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  work ing  men i f  t h e  
-.--..-A 

. ". - 

V i c t o r y  Bond d r i v e s  were t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  and  t h a t  money s p e n t  
- - - -  -. - 

on l i q u o r  c o u l d  b e t t e r  b e  u sed  f o r  w a r  p u r p o s e s .  The Bishop  o f  
--.I - - " - .  

Columbia,  F,H. Du V e r n e t ,  w r o t e  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  World i n  Augus t ,  

1915 ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

new movement i n  f a v o r  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  war 
i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a b u s i n e s s m a n ' s  movement. . . . Pro-  
h i b i t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  war w i l l  beyond a l l  d o u b t  h e l p  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  p r o v i n c e ,  f i r s t  t o  pay t h e i r  b i l l s  
f o r  t h e  n e c e s s a r i e s  o f  l i f e ,  and  t h e n  t o  g i v e  t o  
p a t r i o t i c  f u n d s ,  6 8  



Many c h u r c h  laymen were  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  s e l l i n g  war bonds  

and  t h e y  a g r e e d  h e a r t i l y  w i t h  t h e  b i s h o p ,  6 9  A f e d e r a l  war ban  on 
,_. " 

r a c e  t r a c k  gambl ing  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  and  a l s o  won t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  mora l  r e f o r m e r s ,  

The o l d  mora l  t emperance  a rgument  o f  t h e  p a s t  was b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  
+ _ l_lL..-- ----.--. - 

s*.. 
. __..I 1 

by a n  a rgument  couched i n  economic and  p a t r i o t i c  t e r m s  which -" *-- -? " - -.-- -.- -- 
r e a s o n a b l y  demanded p r o h i b i t i o n  o n l y  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  war. 

By t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1915 p e t i t i o n s  and  r e q u e s t s  f o r  w a r t i m e  ,, 
G r o h i b i t i o n  were  p o u r i n g  i n t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  and  p r o v i n c i a l  govern-  

ment o f f i c e s  a c r o s s  Canada. The Dominion A l l i a n c e  went  i n t o  

a c t i o n  a g a i n  and  h e l d  a  r a l l y  i n  T o r o n t o  i n  March a t  which a  

r e s o l u t i o n  was p a s s e d  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  t o  pro-  

h i b i t  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  and sale  o f  l i q u o r  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  war .  A "Temperance Sunday" was p l anned  by  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  

c h u r c h e s  a c r o s s  Canada a s  a " p a t r i o t i c  d e m o n s t r a t i o n "  f o r  w a r -  

t i m e  p r o h i b i t i o n .  7 0  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  wanted p r o h i b i t i o n  on a 

permanent  b a s i s  b u t  saw t h e  propaganda  v a l u e  o f  u s i n g  t h e  w a r  

t o  g a i n  t h e i r  e n d s  q u i c k l y ,  Much was made o f  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

,.+ p l a c e d  on t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  i n  b o t h  R u s s i a  and  F r a n c e .  Fur- 

t h e r m o r e  i t  was t h o u g h t  t h a t  once  p r o h i b i t i o n  was e n a c t e d  t h e  

b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  would become s o  e v i d e n t  t h a t  a l l  o p p o s i -  

t i o n  t o  it would c e a s e ,  "Give m e  one  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  who 

a r e  t o t a l  a b s t a i n e r s , "  t h e  Honourable  George E. F o s t e r  had  once  

s t a t e d ,  "and I w i l l ,  w i t h  a 5  p e r  c e n t  t a r i f f ,  u n d e r t a k e  t o  show 

t h e  g r e a t e s t  r eg ime  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  t h a t  h a s  e v e r  come t o  t h i s  

c o u n t r y .  1 1 7 1  To p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  t h e  f o l l y  o f  u s i n g  " w a r t i m e  p ro-  

/<'' 

h i b i t i o n "  a s  a  s l o g a n  became o b v i o u s  a f t e r  t h e  war. 



The B r i t i s h  Columbia S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  Commission had  p l a y e d  

l i t t l e  p a r t  i n  t h e  t emperance  movement b e f o r e  t h e  war .  The 

Commission r e p r e s e n t e d  a l l  P r o t e s t a n t  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  and  o t h e r  

s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  was an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  a wide i n t e r e s t  

i n  s o c i a l  r e f o r m ,  I n  t h e  p r a i r i e  p r o v i n c e s  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  Commissions t o o k  t h e  l e a d  i n  u r g i n g  war t ime  pro-  

h i b i t i o n  and  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 1 4 ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  

i n t e r e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a s  w e l l ,  

.,."" 
a  new s p i r i t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  op t imi sm b e c a u s e  

ment was f o r c e d  t o  l e a n  on t h e  c h u r c h e s  t o  

Columbia Commission i 

The war  had  c r e a t e d  ', 
L-J 

\/ 
t h e  Canadian  govern-  

h e l p  m a i n t a i n  p u b l i c  

m o r a l e  and  a l s o  t o  a c t i v e l y  h e l p  t h e  war e f f o r t  by a l l o w i n g  
i 

t h e i r  p r e m i s e s  t o  b e  used  a s  r e c r u i t i n g  c e n t r e s .  72 Consequen- - -- I 

t l y ,  t h e  v o i c e  o f  churchmen now c a r r i e d  a g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  o f  

i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  government  o f f i c i a l s ,  A t  f i r s t  r e l i g i o u s  and  I 

t emperance  l e a d e r s  d e c i d e d  t o  a g a i n  p r e s s  f o r  a  l o c a l  o p t i o n  

law b u t  it soon  became c l e a r  t h a t  a  campaign f o r  w a r t i m e  p r o h i -  

b i t i o n  would a t t r a c t  more s u p p o r t ,  7 3  The S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  

Commission m e t  i n  V i c t o r i a  i n  May, 1915 ,  and  w i t h  a n  A n g l i c a n ,  

Archdeacon S c r i v e n  i n  t h e  c h a i r ,  p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  p r a i s i n g  

King George f o r  s e t t i n g  a  h i g h  example by d e c l a r i n g  t o t a l  

a b s t i n e n c e  i n  h i s  own p a l a c e  and  c a l l e d  f o r  w a r t i m e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  " n a t i o n a l  e f f i c i e n c y "  w i t h  a  p l e b i s c i t e  when 

peace  r e t u r n e d .  7 4  Members o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  Commission 

j o i n e d  a  d e l e g a t i o n  t h a t  v i s i t e d  P r e m i e r  McBride i n  Augus t .  A 

member o f  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  was a l s o  a V i c t o r i a  alderman-and h e  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  $1 ,000 ,000  a  y e a r  was b e i n g  s p e n t  on d r i n k  i n  

h i s  c i t y  and  t h a t  t h i s  money c o u l d  b e  p u t  t o  b e t t e r  u s e  i n  t h e  



war e f f o r t ,  The r e q u e s t  f o r  war t ime  p r o h i b i t i o n  was r e p e a t e d  

and  t h e  p r e m i e r  promised  t o  answer  t h i s  r e q u e s t  a s  soon  as 

p o s s i b l e ,  7 5 

The S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  Commission o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia was n o t  

a l o n e  i n  i t s  i n t e r e s t  i n  war t ime p r o h i b i t i o n ,  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

1915 ,  bus ines smen  began t o  show an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  and  

a t  v a r i o u s  c e n t r e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  C h i l l i w a c k ,  N e w  

Wes tmins t e r  and Vancouver ,  t h e y  began j o i n i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  

p r o h i b i t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s ,  I n  May be tween  f i v e  and s i x  hundred  
4' 

b u s i n e s s  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men o f  Vancouver and  d i s t r i c t  a t t e n d e d  

a  p r o h i b i t i o n  b a n q u e t  i n  Dominion H a l l  and  unanimous ly  e n d o r s e d  

p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  by a  s t a n d i n g  v o t e ,  76 ~ o h n  N e l s o n ,  

t h e  owner and  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  World,  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  war t ime  

p r o h i b i t i o n  movement t o  h i s  r e a d e r s  a s  some th ing  new, I n  a 

f r o n t - p a g e  e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d  " P r o h i b i t i o n  Dur ing  t h e  War" h e  

s t a t e d  t h a t  
--- 

we b e l i e v e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n  f o r m e r  t emperance  
movements h a v e  been  c r u s a d e s  h a v i n g  t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  \ 
t h e  m o r a l  and r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  t h e  community. . * 

The p r e s e n t  campaign w i l l  , . . b e  an  economic - 
one .  Throughout  t h e  p r o v i n c e  it i s  b e i n g  f a t h e r e d  by  
s h o p k e e p e r s ,  m i n e r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men, m i l l  h a n d s ,  
lumbermen, f a r m e r s  and  bus ines smen  o f  a l l  k i n d s .  I t  
h a s  n o  p o l i t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s  o r  l i m i t s .  . . . T o t a l  
a b s t a i n e r s  w i l l ,  i n  t h i s  campaign ,  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  
r e i n f o r c e d  by t h e  v o t e s  o f  c l u b  men and m o d e r a t e  and  
even  immoderate  d r i n k e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  

The c a n d i d  o p i n i o n  o f  most  s e n s i b l e  men t o d a y  i s  
u n m i s t a k a b l y  i n  one d i r e c t i o n ,  namely ,  t h a t  no  
c o u n t r y  t h a t  i s  a t  war h a s  any  b u s i n e s s  p e r m i t t i n g  
t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  a  t r a d e  which imposes  u n n e c e s s a r y  
b u r d e n s  on i n d u s t r y  and  commerce and  e n t a i l s  worse  
r a v a g e s  t h a n  war  i t s e l f e 7 7  



Nelson  was a  M e t h o d i s t  and  s e r v e d  on t emperance  commi t t ee s  
8"- 

i n  h i s  c h u r c h ,  H e  a c q u i r e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  World i n  May, 1 9 1 5 ,  

and  it became t h e  f i r s t  and o n l y  d a i l y  newspaper  t o  come o u t  

s t r o n g l y  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n .  Nelson  r e f u s e d  t o  a l l o w  l i q u o r  a d s  

i n  h i s  p a p e r  and  a s  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  campaign advanced ,  h e  a l s o  

r e f u s e d  t o  p r i n t  a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n  p ropaganda ,  

A n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  q u i c k l y  d e t e c t e d  t h e  new l i n e  o f  

argument  u sed  by t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  a n d ,  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a t  

l e a s t ,  u n d e r r a t e d  i t s  i n f l u e n c e -  " S i n c e  t h e  prohibitionist 

p a r t y  h a s  f r a n k l y  f o r s a k e n  t h e  mora l  g rounds  f o r  t h e  economic ,"  

w r o t e  a n t i - p r o h i b i t  i o n i s t  James G ,  Lawson t o  McBride , "it would 

seem t h a t  t h e y  can  b e  f o r c i b l y  m e t ,  " 7 8  He c o u l d  n o t  have  been  

more wrong,  

Recogn iz ing  t h e  e a r n e s t n e s s  and  e n t h u s i a s m  o f  t h e  b u s i -  

.fiessmen, t h e  e x e c u t i v e  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  C o u n c i l  r e a d i l y  

t u r n e d  o v e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  movement f o r  war t ime  p r o h i b i -  

t i o n  t o  them and  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  b e g i n  t o  o r g a n i z e  on a  

p rov ince -wide  b a s i s ,  7 9  An a g e n t ,  D , F ,  G l a s s ,  w a s  s e n t  t o  sound 

o u t  bus ines smen  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e  and i n  view o f  t h e  

i n c r e a s i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  t h a t  h e  f o u n d ,  it was d e c i d e d  

t o  h o l d  a  p r o h i b i t i o n  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  Vancouver i n  Augus t ,  An ad 

h o c  commit tee  l o o k e d  a f t e r  p r e l i m i n a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  and  a l s o  

demanded o f  t h e  P r e m i e r  t h a t  h e  f u l f i l l  h i s  p romise  made e a r l y  

i n  August  t o  answer  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  Commission 

f o r  war t ime  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  I t  was f e l t  t h a t  McBr ide l s  answer  

would g i v e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  some th ing  t o  work on. The day b e f o r e  

t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  opened t h e  P r e m i e r  s e n t  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  



commi t t ee ,  
/"V' 

I t  h a s  been  d e c i d e d ,  a f t e r  c a r e f u l  d e l i b e r a t i o n  t o  sub-  
m i t  t h e  whole  q u e s t i o n  t o  a  p l e b i s c i t e  o f  t h e  e l e c t o -  
r a t e ,  The d a t e  o f  t h e  t a k i n g  of  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  w i l l  
b e  announced a s  soon  a s  i t  h a s  been  d e c i d e d  what  s h a l l  
form t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m ,  8 0 

D e l e g a t e s  a r r i v i n g  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  were men " t h o r o u g h l y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  bus ines smen  o f  a l l  c r e e d s  and  p a r t i e s  i n  

t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  l f 8 '  John  Nelson  was s e l e c t e d  a s  cha i rman  f o r  t h e  

two-day a f f a i r ,  

P r e m i e r  M c B r i d e q s  l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

=-.. 
q u e s t i o n  was a g a i n  n e g o t i a b l e  and  t h i s  gave  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  

d e l e g a t e s  some s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  1909 l o c a l  

o p t i o n  campaign were  s t 2 7 1  i n  memory, and  i n  view o f  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  McBride h a d  g i v e n  n e i t h e r  t h e  t e r m s ,  d a t e  n o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e ,  h i s  l e t t e r  was r e j e c t e d  by  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  

I n s t e a d  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  demanded a r e f e r e n d u m  on a  p r o h i b i t i o n  

a c t ,  p r e f e r a b l y  mode l l ed  on t h e  A l b e r t a  o r  Mani toba  A c t ,  a t  

" t h e  e a r l i e s t  l e g a l  d a t e " ,  and  t h a t  t h e  r e f e rendum b e  h e l d  on a  

day  o t h e r  t h a n  an  e l e c t i o n  d a y ,  and  t h a t  i n  t h e  meanwhile  t h e  

b a r s  b e  c l o s e d  a t  7 pcmo  d a i l y ,  8 2  Three  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  was 

r a i s e d  f o r  a n  i n i t i a l  campaign f u n d ,  

Some p o p u l a r  e n t h u s i a s m  was g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  

and a  p u b l i c  r a l l y  a t t r a c t e d  4000 p e r s o n s  who came t o  h e a r  t h e  

g u e s t  s p e a k e r s ,  P r i n c i p a l  L loyd ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Dominion 

A l l i a n c e ,  and Nel l ie  McClung o f  Man i toba ,  To m a i n t a i n  i n t e r e s t  

i n  p r o h i b i t i o n  t h e  People"  P r o h i b i t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  (PPA) was 

o r g a n i z e d  on a p rov ince -wide  b a s i s ,  Convent ion  d e l e g a t e s  

b r o u g h t  t h e i r  e n t h u s i a s m  back  t o  t h e i r  home communi t ies  and  



b e f o r e  l o n g  t h e  p r e s s  r e p o r t e d  t emperance  a c t i v i t y  a t  v a r i o u s  

p l a c e s  i n c l u d i n g  Ladysmi th ,  Oak Bay, and  Ne l son ,  The. PPA o r g a -  

n i z a t i o n  was e l a b o r a t e  and n e v e r  r e a l l y  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  i n t e n d e d ,  

Loca l  PPA c o u n c i l s  were t o  be  s e t  u p ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  towns and 

c i t i e s  and t h e s e  l o c a l  c o u n c i l s  were  r e s p o n s i b l e  and s e n t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  e l e c t o r a l  

d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  The c e n t r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n  t u r n  

were  r e s p o n s i b l e  and  s e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  commi t t ee  o f  

1 0 0 ,  which was t o  meet  a n n u a l l y  i n  a c o n v e n t i o n .  An e x e c u t i v e  

commit tee  c e n t r e d  i n  Vancouver was t h e  i m p o r t a n t  s u p e r v i s o r y  

) 
and  p l a n n i n g  body o f  t h e  PPA, I t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  l e a d i n g  members 

o f  t h e  commit tee  o f  1 0 0 ,  o t h e r  t emperance  s o c i e t i e s  and  impor- 

t a n t  PPA c o m m i t t e e s ,  R o u t i n e  work was c a r r i e d  on by a  s m a l l  

p a i d  s t a f f  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  an  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y ,  a s t e n o g r a p h e r  

and  o t h e r s  as f i n a n c e s  p e r m i t t e d ,  The e x e c u t i v e  commi t t ee  m e t  

r e g u l a r l y  and  was t h e  key  g r o u p  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  PPA as an 

a c t i v i s t  body,  The e x e c u t i v e  commi t t ee  i n  f a c t  w a s  t h e  PPA, 

The o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  l o w e r  l e v e l s  was n o t  s t r o n g ,  members coming 

t o g e t h e r  " a t  t i m e s  f o r  campaign p u r p o s e s ,  ' l B 3  1t w a s  n o t  a 

"signed o r  p a i d  membership t h a t  j o i n e d  l o c a l  PPA g r o u p s  and  t h e  

members were " p r i n c i p a l l y  composed o f  t h e  membership o f  t h e  

M e t h o d i s t  and  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h e s .  " 8 4  The l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  

( i n  t h e  PPA were a l s o  M e t h o d i s t s  and  P r e s b y t e r i a n s .  

The l e a d i n g  members o f  t h e  PPA were p rominen t  bus ines smen .  - 
The o r g a n i z a t i o n  was d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Guard ian  as 

" n o t  by any  means a  Church movement" and  a p p a r e n t l y  some c l e r g y -  

men even  f e l t  h u r t  a t  n o t  h a v i n g  been  g i v e n  i n f l u e n t i a l  



p o s i t i o n s .  8 5  The p r e s i d e n t ,  J o n a t h a n  Roge r s .  was a l s o  p r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  Vancouver Board o f  T rade  and owned t h e  h a l f - m i l l i o n  

d o l l a r  Rogers  B u i l d i n g  on G r a n v i l l e  S t r e e t .  He d o n a t e d  o f f i c e  

s p a c e  t o  t h e  PPA. Rogers  was a  M e t h o d i s t ,  a s  was W.A. C a n t e l o n ,  

h o n o r a r y  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  PPA, and  John  N e l s o n ,  a  l a t e r  p r e s i -  

d e n t ,  E.B. Morgan, f o r m e r l y  o f  t h e  L o c a l  Op t ion  League ,  w a s  

t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  PPA and p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  North-West T r u s t  

Company. O t h e r  members o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e ,  George F .  G i b s o n ,  

George J o  Hammond and  W , C ,  F i n d l a y ,  were  a l l  known i n  Vancouver 

b u s i n e s s  c i r c l e s ,  8 6 

The PPA used  t h e  same p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  t a c t i c s  a s  t h e  
,F 

L o c a l  Op t ion  League had  done ,  P r e m i e r  McBride was n o t  i m p r e s s e d  

by t h e  amount of  a c t i v i t y  i n  which t h e  PPA e n g a g e d ,  b u t  t h e  

g r o u p  o b v i o u s l y  had  t h e  b a c k i n g  o f  a s u b s t a n t i a l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  Columbia b u s i n e s s  community and  t h e r e f o r e  h e  was u n a b l e  

t o  d i s m i s s  t h e  PPA as wel l -meaning  b u t  i r r e l e v a n t  a s  h e  had  t h e  

League,  When a  PPA d e l e g a t i o n  c a l l e d  on t h e  P r e m i e r  i n  Septem- 

b e r  and  p r e s e n t e d  t o  him t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  August  conven-  

t i o n ,  McBride promised  e a r l y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s u g g e s t i o n  

f o r  a r e f e r e n d u m ,  

I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  McBride had  any  p o l i c y  on t h e  l i q u o r  
/ P -  

q u e s t i o n  beyond a  p l e b i s c i t e ,  Old- t ime T o r i e s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a -  

t u r e  s e r i o u s l y  f e l t  t h a t  a  r e f e r e n d u m  was a n o n - B r i t i s h  p r a c t i c e  

and  opposed  it on t h a t  g round ,  and  i n  any  c a s e  t h e y  f a v o r e d  

compensa t ion  t o  t h e  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s  i f  any t emperance  l e g i s l a -  

t i o n  w a s  p a s s e d ,  87 Bowser,  who t o o k  o v e r  a s  p r e m i e r  l a t e  i n  
.- 

1915 ,  r o u s e d  t h e  i r e  o f  t h e s e  T o r i e s  when h e  a g r e e d  t o  a  r e f e r e n -  

dum on t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  q u e s t i o n ,  



C o n f i d e n t  t h a t  P r e m i e r  McBride would a c c e d e  t o  t h e i r  

demands o f  a n  e a r l y  r e f e r e n d u m ,  t h e  PPA began  campaigning  i m m e -  

d i a t e l y  and  s p e n t  a l m o s t  $ 2 5 0 0  i n  Oc tobe r  a l o n e ,  8 8  A s  t i m e  wore 

on and  no  word came from t h e  government  a b o u t  a d a t e ,  t h e  PPA 

e x e c u t i v e  grew more and  more i m p a t i e n t ,  F i n a l l y ,  e a r l y  i n  

November, McBride w r o t e  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  PPA t h a t  s e t  t h e  m a t t e r  

back  t o  where it was b e f o r e  t h e  August  c o n v e n t i o n .  McBride 

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  government  was opposed t o  d i r e c t  l e g i s l a t i o n  and  

would t h e r e f o r e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  p o l i c y ,  and t h a t  f o r  

r e a s o n s  o f  economy and  b e c a u s e  it made t h e  l a r g e s t  v o t e  p o s s i b l e ,  

t h e  p l e b i s c i t e  would b e  h e l d  on e l e c t i o n  day and t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

p r o h i b i t i o n  would b e  t r e a t e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  

on t h e  i s s u e ,  8 9  J o n a t h a n  Rogers  t h e n  t h r e a t e n e d  t h a t  t h e  PPA 

would "approach  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i e s , "  b u t  b e f o r e  t h e  end  o f  t h e  

y e a r  McBride r e s i g n e d  t h e  p r e m i e r s h i p  and  - t h e  -. PPA h a d  t o  b e g i n  
,' 

n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  new p r e m i e ~ ,  W , J ,  Bowser, 93) 
- - /' 

- - 
For  a  few months Bowser m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  same p o l i c y  o f  

.- 
s i l e n c e  on t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  q u e s t i o n  a s  had  McBride,  He was now 

t h e  t a r g e t  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  and  " a l l  k i n d s  o f  p r e s s u r e "  

was b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  on him " i n  l e t t e r s ,  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  newspaper  

a r t i c l e s "  b u t  h e  i g n o r e d  a l l  demands f o r  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h i s  

p o l i c y  on p r o h i b i t i o n . 9 1  I n  d o i n g  s o  Bowser i g n o r e d  t h e  i n c r e a -  

s i n g  u r g e n c y  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  and  t h e  growing  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  

PPA, By t h e  end  o f  J a n u a r y  t h e  PPA c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  commi t t ee s  

a t  work i n  a l l  b u t  two o f  t h e  t h i r t y  p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t o r a l  d i s -  

t r i c t s ,  92 When Bowser s e t  b y - e l e c t i o n  d a t e s  i n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y  

f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h r e e  new c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s  t h e  PPA d e c i d e d  



t o  u s e  t h e  b y - e l e c t i o n s  a s  a  t e s t  o f  s t r e n g t h ,  The PPA o p e n l y  

opposed t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e s  and  two o f  them were d e f e a t e d ,  

one i n  V i c t o r i a  and  one i n  Vancouver ,  Bowser blamed t h e i r  d e f e a t  

a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t  on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s ,  9  3 

/ w i t h i n  a  day o f  t h e  b y - e l e c t i o n s  Bowser c o m p l e t e l y  r e v e r s e d  him- 

s e l f  and e s p o u s e d  a  p o l i c y  t h a t  exceeded  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

PPA. 

To a  l a r g e  p r o h i b i t i o n  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  l e d  by  J, 

/ ~ o ~ e r s ,  Bowser p l edged  t h a t  a  r e f e r e n d u m ,  n o t  a  p l e b i s c i t e ,  would 

b e  h e l d  on a  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s ,  9 4 

H e  was g i v e n  t h r e e  c h e e r s  by  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n ,  Two weeks l a t e r  

Bowser c o n f i r m e d  h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  R o g e r s ,  The 

l e t t e r  a l s o  promised  more s t r i n g e n t  l i q u o r  c o n t r o l  l e g i s l a t i o n  

w h i l e  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  measure  was p e n d i n g ,  

We p r o p o s e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a measure  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e s s i o n  
o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e  
s a l e  o f  a l c o h o l i c  l i q u o r s  s o  f a r  a s  o u r  p r o v i n c i a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  p e r m i t s ,  t o  t a k e  e :  fect on J a n u a r y  1, 1917 ,  
p r o v i d e d  t h a t ,  a t  a r e f e r e n d u m  of  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  
p r o v i n c e ,  a  m a j o r i t y  of  t h o s e  who v o t e  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  
pronounce  i n  f a v o u r  o f  s u c h  a c t i o n ,  T h i s  r e f e rendum 
w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  on t h e  same day a s  t h e  a p p r o a c h i n g  
e l e c t i o n ,  , , , [ L l e g i s l a t i o n  more s t r i n g e n t  t h a n  t h a t  
i n  e x i s t e n c e  a t  p r e s e n t  s h o u l d  be imposed and  t a k e  
e f f e c t  a t  once  and r ema in  i n  f o r c e  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  We 
p r o p o s e  t o  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  l i m i t  t h e  o p e n i n g  and  c l o s i n g  
h o u r s  f o r  t h e  t r a f f i c  and  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
c l u b s  as w e l l  as h o t e l s , 9 5  

The PPA and  a l l  l o v e r s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  were, o f  c o u r s e ,  

d e l i g h t e d ,  Accord ing  t o  J o n a t h a n  R o g e r s ,  t h e  m a t t e r  was now 

where t h e y  wanted  i t ,  o u t s i d e  p o l i t i c s . 9 6  Wi th in  a few days  

e l e v e n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s  of V i c t o r i a  h a d  e n d o r s e d  Bowser ' s  p r o h i -  

b i t i o n  p o l i c y . 9 7  I t  was i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  Bowser would b e  c h a r g e d  

w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o r t u n i s m ,  When a  p r o h i b i t i o n  m e e t i n g  o f  a b o u t  



1 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  was h e l d  i n  V i c t o r i a  l a t e  i n  March, Bowser was 

a c c u s e d  o f  c a l l i n g  i t  i n  h i s  own s u p p o r t ,  H . C .  B r e w s t e r ,  t h e  

L i b e r a l  l e a d e r ,  c h a r g e d  Bowser w i t h  s t e a l i n g  a  L i b e r a l  p l a n k e g 8  

The PPA t o o k  no  c h a n c e s  on t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s .  A n o t e  was 
I 

s e n t  t o  Brewster, t h e  L i b e r a l  l e a d e r ,  demanding t o  know w h e t h e r  

t h e  L i b e r a l s  would s u p p o r t  a  C o n s e r v a t i v e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  i f  i t  

p a s s e d  i n  a  r e f e r e n d u m ,  and i f  t h e  L i b e r a l s  were  e l e c t e d  and  no 

~ r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  had  y e t  been  p a s s e d ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  would e n a c t  

o n e ,  B r e w s t e r  r e p l i e d  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  b o ~ h  q u e s t i o n s ,  9 9  E v e n t s  

were  d e f i n i t e l y  moving i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  f a v o r e d  by t h e  PPA, 

Opponents  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  were  now on t h e  d e f e n s i v e ,  

I t  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  a  p r o p h e t i c  a d e p t  t o  a r r i v e  a t  
t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  b i b u l o u s l v  ., 
i n c l i n e d  p e r s o n s  now l i v i n g  a r e  doomed t o  s u f f e r  
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  an ex t r eme  d r y  s p e l l  n o t  l o n g  
h e n c e  

w r o t e  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t  i n  March, - 
h r g a n i z e d  l a b o r  s u f f e r e d  a  s e v e r e  d r o p  i n  membership a f t e r  t h e  

o u t b r e a k  o f  war  b u t  it was s t i l l  a  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  t o  c o n t e n d  

w i t h  and  it was o p e n l y  opposed t o  p r o h i b i t i o n .  Armed w i t h  a  

p e t i t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  6 0 0 0  s i g n a t u r e s  o p p o s i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  a 

d e l e g a t i o n  from a  Cumberland 

t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government ,  

n e c e s s i t y  o f  l i f e "  f o r  them 
. - . - -. 

t h e i r  e x h a u s t i n g  work ,  *.-, and  
_ _ - M ) % I  .- I" - -  * " .  

l o c a l  o f  t h e  m i n e r s  un ion  c a l l e d  on 

The m i n e r s  a r g u e d  t h a t  b e e r  was a  
- _ _ -  ^__ -I._"I-.. - "." 

b e c a u s e  it e n a b l e d  them t o  e n d u r e  , 
- 

* 
t h e y  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  c a u s e  t r o u b l e  i f  

p r o h i b i t i o n  p a s s e d ,  lol U n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  t h e  mos t  e n e r g e t i c  
.%.--a. 

" , --27 . 

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  l a b o r  came from t h o s e  

who would b e  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  -- t h e  b a r t e n d e r s  and  t h e  b rewery  

w o r k e r s ,  I t  was e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  3700 men were  employed i n  t h e s e  



o c c u p a t i o n s  and  t h a t  t h e y  had  6 0 0 0  d e p e n d e n t s ,  lo2 However, 

l a b o r  l e a d e r s  t r i e d  t o  show t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n d i r e c t l y  con- 

c e r n e d  a l l  o f  l a b o r ,  

L i f e  and d e a t h  t o  t h e  work ing  c l a s s  i s  n o t  a  q u e s t i o n  
o f  b e e r  o r  no  b e e r ,  I t  i s  f i r s t ,  l a s t  and  a l w a y s ,  
u n d e r  p r e s e n t  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  
j o b s ,  If p r o h i b i t i o n  became law tomorrow i n  Van- 
c o u v e r ,  New Wes tmins t e r  and  V i c t o r i a ,  would t h a t  
f a c t  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number o f  j o b s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  
unemployed who now abound i n  a c h  o f  t h o s e  c i t i e s ?  
We do  n o t  b e l i e v e  it would,  1 0 5  

.. 

The B r i t i s h  Columbia Workers Equa l  R i g h t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  was 
nC" 

formed i n  Vancouver a t  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  b rewery  w o r k e r s  and  

a n  a t t e m p t  was made t o  a t t r a c t  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  and  f i n a n c e s  from * 

o t h e r  l a b o r  g r o u p s ,  The A s s o c i a t i o n  aimed t o  b l o c k  any  p r o h i b i -  

t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  and  f a i l i n g  i n  t h a t ,  t o  o b t a i n  compensa t ion  

f o r  d i s p l a c e d  l a b o r e r s ,  A newspape r ,  t h e  A n t i - P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  

was begun ,  b u t  o n l y  one i s s u e  was p r i n t e d  and t h e  g roup  n e v e r  

became v e r y  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  Labor  l e a d e r s  came t o  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  

b rewery  w o r k e r s  by  denounc ing  p r o ? , i b i t i c n  as c l a s s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  

f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  bus ines smen ,  P r o h i b i t i o n ,  w r o t e  t h e  e d i t o r  

o f  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n i s t  -- 
m e r e l y  v o i c e s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  one g r o u p  
o f  c a p i t a l i s t s  a s  opposed  t o  a n o t h e r ,  . . . One g r o u p  
b e l i e v e s  work ing  men w i l l  b e  r e n d e r e d  more produc-  
t i v e  -- and t h e r e f o r e  more p r o f i t a b l e  -- by b e i n g  
d e n i e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  consume a l c o h o l i c  l i q u o r s ,  The 
m a t e r i a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  g roup  l i e s  i n  t h e  
p r o f i t  t o  b e  d e r i v e d  from t h e  s a l e  o f  a l c o h o l i c  
l i q u o r ,  104 

The PPA r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  l a b o r  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n .  

A member o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  warned t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  would n o t  g e t  

t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  more t h a n  t e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  l a b o r  u n l e s s  much work 

was done ,  lo5 John Nelson t r i e d  t o  r e a s o n  w i t h  l a b o r ,  "The 



P r o h i b i t i o n  Movement i s  p r i m a r i l y  a  m i d d l e - c l a s s  r e f o r m , "  h e  

s a i d ,  " b u t  it a s s a i l s  a  common enemy o f  a l l  c l a s s e s ,  "'06 He a l s o  

s t a t e d  o p t i m i s t i c a l l y  t h a t  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  were m i s r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  

a t t i t u d e  o f  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r ,  Ove r t  e f f o r t s  t o  win o v e r  l a b o r  

i n c l u d e d  t h e  employing  o f  a  s a l a r i e d  t r o u b l e - s h o o t e r  t o  work 

among t h e  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  and  t h e  invo lvemen t  

i n  p r o h i b i t i o n  commi t t ee s  o f  a  number o f  p rominen t  l a b o r  p e o p l e  

l i k e  R , H ,  N e e l a n d s ,  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  T y p o g r a p h i c a l  Union,  The 

e f f o r t s  t o  win l a b o r  t o  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  s i d e  d i d  n o t  i m p r e s s  

l a b o r  l e a d e r s ,  One by  one t h e  T r a d e s  and  Labor  C o u n c i l s  o f  
#- 

Vancouver ,  N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  V i c t o r i a  and  P r i n c e  R u p e r t  went  on 

r e c o r d  a s  o p p o s i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  

More p o w e r f u l  i n  t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  t h a n  ------__-_ ____Y_._--.=.------- ... * &.+-" . . - -  
.a- 

l a b o r  were  t h e  b r e w e r s ,  l i q u o r  r e t a i l e r s  . -- . . a n d . h o t e 1  p r o p r i e t o r s .  
&",.".- -- *__I I ..,,-l.--I- . ^" . --.. I* L. .--̂ I " - * I  *-__ ^ _ _ _  

The Merchan t s  P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  formed t o  

p r o t e c t  t h o s e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  and  m e r c h a n t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  l i q u o r  

t r a f f i c ,  was o r g a n i z e d  t o  meet  t h e  t h r e a t  posed  by t h e  PPA, 

Many members o f  t h e  M e r c h a n t ' s  P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n  (MPA) were 

p rominen t  and  w e a l t h y  c i t i z e n s :  H,V, P r a t t ,  Who lesa l e  Manager ,  

t h e  Hudson Bay Company; J,W, Ambery, Manager,  H i r a m  W a l k e r 8  Co.; 

Nels N e l s o n ,  owner ,  New Wes tmins t e r  B r e w e r i e s ,  A few p rominen t  

bus ines smen  n o t  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  MPA a l s o  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  

p r o h i b i t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  on t h e  g rounds  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  would 

h u r t  i n v e s t m e n t  p r o s p e c t s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  T h i s  a rgument  

was p u t  f o r w a r d  by C, Marpole  who had  h e l p e d  r a i s e  $2 ,000 ,000  o f  

B r i t i s h  c a p i t a l  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia B r e w e r i e s  i n  1913 and  

by  t h e  management o f  f i r m s  l i k e  Evans ,  Coleman C o n t r a c t i n g  and 



~ o r k s h i r e  G u a r a n t e e s  and S e c u r i t i e s  c o r p o r a t i o n .  lo A f r o n t  

page a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  C o l o n i s t  made t h e  same p o i n t ,  q u o t i n g  a 

f i n a n c i e r  f rom S p i r l i n g  and Company, a  f i r m  t h a t  c l a i m e d  t o  

h a v e  r a i s e d  o v e r  $100,000,000 f o r  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  1 0  8 

I n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  t h e  P r i n c e  George Board o f  T rade  opposed  p ro -  

h i b i t i o n  and  o t h e r  n o r t h e r n  towns a l s o  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  i t ,  1 0 9  

The two r i v a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  -- t h e  PPA and  t h e  MPA -- k e p t  

a  v e r y  c l o s e  watch  on one  a n o t h e r  and  a  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  V i c t o r i a  

o r  a  newspaper  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  by  one  was s u r e  t o  provoke  a  s i m i -  

l a r  a c t i o n  from t h e  o t h e r ,  A PPA d e l e g a t i o n  v i s i t e d  McBride i n  

1915 and  had  no  s o o n e r  t a k e n  i t s  l e a v e  when C o l o n e l  P r i o r ,  p r e -  

s i d e n t  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a  Board o f  T rade  and  members o f  t h e  MPA 

c a l l e d  on t h e  p r e m i e r ,  The MPA d e l e g a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  
7------ -"- - - "  " - *  --.b.. * . -  - -----  --,- 

s i g n e d  by n e a r l y  34,000 p e r s o n s  a s k i n g  t h a t  no  p r o h i b i t i o n  
L.. .. _ _. ___".----L-. - 

l e g i s l a t i o n  b e  p a s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ;  t h a t  no  r e f e r e n d u m  o r  
../ -- \ -. % ..- 

p l e b i s c i t e  b e  h e l d  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ;  t h a t  i f  a  p l e b i s c i t e  b e  

found  n e c e s s a r y  it b e  h e l d  on an  e l e c t i o n  d a y ;  and t h a t  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  compensa t ion  t o  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  b e  r e c o g n i z e d ,  1 1 0  

The p r e m i e r  was non-commit ta l  b u t  h e  needed  t o  t a k e  no  a c t i o n  a t  

a l l  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  MPA, 

P r e m i e r  Bowser ' s  sudden  c a p i t u l a t i o n  t o  PPA demands i n  1 9 1 6  

//was l o o k e d  on by  t h e  MFA a s  a b e t r a y a l  and  l e f t  t h e  compensa t ion  

i s s u e  as t h e  o n l y  q u e s t i o n  s t i l l  open t o  a rgument .  The t h r e a t  

t o  t h e  l i v e l i h o o d  of  t h o s e  enga-ged i n  t - h ~ ~ - ~  _-______ _II__ _ ...-- - -- --- --- i c  was a  -. 
-.. 

v e r y  r e a l  one  and  some o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  were d e s p e r a t e ,  H.F. 
--.._, .--- - ----- -- --- . - .-^_ _-..I _I_______1 _I _.--. * -III-------.---L 

J o h n s t o n ,  a Kelowna h o t e l k e e p e r ,  p u b l i s h e d  a  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  news- 

p a p e r s  which h e  c l a i m e d  was "on b e h a l f  o f  many h o t e l k e e p e r s  i n  



t h e  same p o s i t i o n ,  11"' J o h n s t o n  e x p l a i n e d  how h e  h a d  pu rchased  

h i s  h o t e l  i n  1911 ,  a t  which t i m e  t h e  m a j o r  p r i c e  i t e m  was t h e  

l i q u o r  l i c e n s e ,  I n  1913 a  change i n  law had  f o r c e d  him t o  add 

more rooms t o  t h e  h o t e l ,  A s  a r e s u l t  h e  was d e e p l y  i n  d e b t  

and  c l a i m e d  h e  would b e  r u i n e d  by p r o h i b i t i o n ,  E , A ,  T u l k ,  

c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  MPA, l e d  a n o t h e r  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  

s e e  Bowser and  many a rgumen t s  were  p r e s e n t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  com- 

p e n s a t i o n  b u t  t h e  p r e m i e r  r e f u s e d  t o  make any  p r o m i s e s ,  I n  t h e  

newspape r s  t h e  MPA used  t h e  l o y a l t y  theme t o  p l a y  up what t h e y  

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  w i t h o u t  compensa- 

t i o n .  "Is it  BRITISH?" t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  r e a d ,  "Is it c o n s i s -  

t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  B r i t i s h  f a i r  play---?11112 Prominent  

men i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  l i k e  Bishop  D o u l l  o f  Kootenay Synod and  t h e  

L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  were s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  

compensa t ion  c l a i m  b u t  o t h e r s ,  even  i f  a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n i s t ,  

were aware  o f  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  p r a c t i c a l  i s s u e  compensa t ion  

r e p r e s e n t e d ,  113 E s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  

l i q u o r  i n d u s t r y  r a n g e d  from $5 ,000 ,000  t o  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , ~ ~ ~  The 

News-Adver t i se r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n  Vancouver a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  

community was " a d v e r s e  t o  any  measu re  t o  f i n a n c i a l l y  r e i m b u r s e  

l i q u o r  d e a l e r s .  11 11 5 

The B r i t i s h  Columbia P r o h i b i t i o n  A c t  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  on L.'' 
/+- 

-c 

" May 23 ,  1916 ,  By i t s  terms t h e  s a l e  o f  a l c o h o l  and  l i q u o r  was 

c o m p l e t e l y  p r o h i b i t . e d  e x c e p t  f o r  s a c r a m e n t a l ,  m e d i c i n a l  o r  

i n d u s t r i a l  p u r p o s e s ,  D o c t o r s ,  d r u g g i s t s  and  d e n t i s t s  would b e  

a b l e  t o  p u r c h a s e  l i q u o r  f o r  m e d i c a l  u s e s  f rom government  appo in -  

t e d  v e n d o r s  and  i n  government  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  



p u r p o s e ,  The re  was some v o c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

a c t  b y  t h e  d r u g g i s t s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  lL6 I m p o r t a t i o n  by -- p r i v a t e  ---- 

i n d i v i d u a l s  from o u t s i d e  t h e  p r o v i n c e  was a l l o w e d ,  The Act  was _ _--,.------ -__.-.- ---- - -  + -  --- --- -__.__ - ^  .-.- ----. - 
t o  become e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 1 9 1 7  i n s t e a d  o f  J a n u a r y  1 a s  ~ o w s e r : " "  -- -- - - -.-7. - 1) ',,- +- /  

had  o r i g i n a l l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  No m e n t i o n  o f  compensa t ion  was con- 

t a i n e d  i n  t h e  A c t  b u t  it was u n d e r s t o o d  by t h e  C o l o n i s t  r e p o r t e r  

t h a t  a  Commission would l o o k  i n t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i f  t h e  A c t  was 

c a r r i e d  by  r e f e r e n d u m ,  117 The p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  a  r e f e rendum on woman s u f f r a g e  and  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  was se t  

f o r  September  1 4 ,  

A d r a f t  o f  t h e  Act was i n  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  PPA e x e c u t i v e  

as e a r l y  as A p r i l  5 a n d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  r e g r e t  a b o u t  pos tponement  

o f  i t s  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ,  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  h e a r t i l y  app roved  t h e  a c t .  

A f t e r  a l l ,  R O W ,  H a r r i s ,  a l a w y e r  and  a p r o h i b i t i o n i s t ,  h a d  been  

c a l l e d  i n  t o  h e l p  f r ame  i t ,  J o n a t h a n  Rogers  c a l l e d  it t h e  b e s t  

P r o h i b i t i o n  Act  o f  t h e  f o u r  P r o v i n c e s  o f  w e s t e r n  Canada, 118 

O p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l  came from w i t h i n  Bowse r ' s  own 

/-- 

p a r t y ,  R,H, P o o l e y ,  member f rom E s q u i m a l t ,  t r i e d  t o  g e t  a n  

amendment p a s s e d  t h a t  would g r a n t  compensa t ion  b u t  f a i l e d ,  The 

two L i b e r a l s  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o o k  l i t t l e  p a r t  i n  t h e  d e b a t e  

on t h e  A c t  and Brewster's o n l y  c r i t i c i s m  was t h a t  t h e  Act  c o u l d  

h a v e  been  even  more r e s t r i c t i v e ,  The b i l l  was c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  

s e c o n d  r e a d i n g  w i t h  o n l y  f i v e  v o t e s ,  a l l  C o n s e r v a t i v e ,  a g a i n s t  

119 i t ,  

The PPA c l a i m e d  t h a t  it was p o l i t i c a l l y  n e u t r a l  and  t h a t  

t h o s e  c a n d i d a t e s  who s t o o d  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  would b e  s u p p o r t e d ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p a r t y ,  P r o h i b i t i o n  s p e a k e r s  were  s e n t  t o  



p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  many of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  o f  b o t h  s i d e s .  120 

3'- 

A t  some p r o h i b i t i o n  m e e t i n g s  it w a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  d r y s  r u n  

t h e i r  own c a n d i d a t e s  b u t  s h i s  i d e a  was r e j e c t e d ,  12' D e s p i t e  

t h e  PPA" c l a i m s  o f  n e u t r a l i t y ,  t h e  b e l a t e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Con- 

s e r v a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  Act d i d  n o t  u p s e t  t h e  b e l i e f  

,*' 

The L i b e r a l s  had  a  c o n s i s t e n t  r e c o r d  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  f a v o r  

o f  l o c a l  o p t i o n  and  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  Wi th in  a  month a f t e r  t h e  1915 

PPA c o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e  p a r t y  e x e c u t i v e  m e t  i n  Vancouver and p a s s e d  

a r e s o l u t i o n  f a v o r i n g  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  r e q u e s t  t h a t  a r e f e r e n d u m  

b e  h e l d  and  t h a t  a  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  b e  p rompt ly  e n a c t e d  i f  t h e  

v o t e  w a s  i n  f a v o r  o f  i t ,  Al though t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  had  done 

n o t h i n g  t o  a t t r a c t  a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  v o t e s  i n  t h e  many y e a r s  

a s  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y ,  t h e  sudden  s u p p o r t  o f  a  p r o h i b i t i o n  b i l l  

by t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  p r o b a b l y  b r o u g h t  more v o t e s  t o  t h e  

L i b e r a l s  t h a n  it g a i n e d  f o r  Bowse r ' s  p a r t y ,  A r e p o r t e r  s t a t e d  

t h a t  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  t h e  " h o t e l  i n f l u e n c e "  had  a lways  been  

C o n s e r v a t i v e  b u t  a f t e r  March, 1916 ,  t h i s  i n f l u e n c e  h a d  become 

n e g l i g i b l e  and  a  "mixed v o t e "  c o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  123  

Y' 

The L i b e r a l  P a r t y  made t h e  e l e c t i o n  i s s u e  one o f  r e f o r m  

A'- 
and  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o r r u p t i o n  and i n  d o i n g  s o  c o r r e c -  

t l y  a s s e s s e d  t h e  t r e n d  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  Many L i b e r a l  c a n d i -  

d a t e s  came from e v a n g e l i c a l  c h u r c h e s  and  t h i s  a s s u r e d  t h e  p a r t y  

o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  v o t e .  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  had  l o n e  d i s c o u r a g e d  

t h e  woman s u f f r a g e  movement begun by t h e  WCTU, b u t  t h e  movement 
___,&L_/ *--." -------- 
had  a t t r a c t e d  a  much w i d e r  s u p p o r t  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  t emperance  

f o r c e s  and  was now b e i n g  championed by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  



Women and  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Women's C lub ,  L i b e r a l s  had  backed  woman 

s u f f r a g e  f o r  y e a r s  and  now s t o o d  t o  b e n e f i t  f rom t h i s  s u p p o r t ,  ,- 

Labor  was opposed  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  b u t  w a s  aware  t h a t  t h e  L i b e r a l s  

had  o f f e r e d  t o  s e t  up  a  p r o v i n c i a l  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  l a b o r  t o  d e a l  

w i t h  s p e c i f i c  l a b o r  p rob lems ,  I n  s h o r t ,  a s  t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  

L i b e r a l  P a r t y  r o s e ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a v o t e  i n  f a v o r  of  p r o h i b i -  

t i o n  r o s e  as w e l l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  i s s u e  o f  p r o h i b i t i ~ ~ n - h a d  been t  
----I------- ^ - -.___--. "_. " -^ -.*--- - - - -" --. --._. 

i 
c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e ,  -L-i.bera-l p l a t f o r m  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  
.--*-̂ - --*."*- - i-- ----I I - - B 
r e f o r m s  f o r  some t i m e ,  If t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h o u s e c l e a n i n g  was t o  b e  
/- - . . - .  
t h o r o u g h ,  s o  t h e  campaign t a l k  w e n t ,  a l l  L i b e r a l  i d e a s  would 

h a v e  t o  b e  imp lemen ted ,  I n  a  j o i n t  s t a t e m e n t  made by H,C, 

B r e w s t e r  and  C O H O  Tuppe r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  h a v i n g  f o r s a k e n  Bowser i n  

f a v o r  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  L i b e r a l  l e a d e r ,  it was s a i d  t h a t  t h e  

p r o v i n c e  needed  t o  b e  " c l e a ~ ~ e d ~  of a l l  t h a t  i s  e v i l ,  mean and 
--/- -- 

s o r d i d  and b l e s s e d  w i t h  f i n e  i d e a l s  and  good government ,  , , , - 
I t  i s  n o t  a  f i g h t  o f  p a r t i e s ,  b u t  o f  p e o p l e  a g a i n s t  o f f i c i a l  

wrongdoing ,  11124 

The C o n s e r v a t i v e  campaign s l o g a n  "No change  d u r i n g  t h e  

War" h a r d l y  a p p e a l e d  t o  r e f o r m  s e n t i m e n t ,  McBride f a i l e d  t o  

r e c o g n i z e  t h e  magn i tude  o f  t h e  new r e f o r m  movement and  by t h e  

t i m e  Bowser d i d ,  i t  was t o o  l a t e ,  I n  t h e  1916 campaign Bowser 

o f f e r e d  a  p l a t f o r m  c o n t a i n i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  programme t h a t  i n c l u d e d  

f r e e  l a n d  g r a n t s  f o r  r e t u r n e d  s o l d i e r s  and  t h e  f o u n d i n g  of a  

Workmen's Compensat ion Board,  However, t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  

w a s  d i v i d e d  o v e r  r a i l w a y  p o l i c y  and lesser  i s s u e s  l i k e  p r o h i b i -  

t i o n ,  and  Bowser,  who was known a s  t h e  " l i t t l e  C z a r " ,  l a c k e d  

t h e  p o p u l a r  a p p e a l  o f  McBride,  



P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  c o n s i d e r e d  themsel~es~par-a-of t h e  p r o g r e s -  -.- ---A*-------- - - - .  ..--" - . - 
--C.. _ 

s i v e  r e f o r m - m o ~ e m e n t ,  I n  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  t h e  s t a t e  had  t h e  p o s i t i v e  -..-- - - 

d u t y  o f  e n a c t i n g  and e n f o r c i n g  l aws  t h a t  p e r m i t t e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  

p h y s i c a l ,  m e n t a l  and m o r a l  deve lopment  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and  

laws  t h a t  p r e v e n t e d  p r a c t i c e s  t e n d i n g  t o  d e b a s e  o r  i n j u r e  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  

t o  h i m s e l f ,  125 John  Nelson  t i e d  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n t o  t h e  r e f o r m  

package  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  w i t h  a  t u r g i d  

s t a t e m e n t ,  

L e t  y o u r  v o t e  tomorrow b e  on t h e  s i d e  o f  P r o g r e s s  
a g a i n s t  r e a c t i o n ,  o f  V i r t u e  a g a i n s t  V i c e ,  o f  
E f f i c i e n c y  a g a i n s t  Debauchery o f  t h e  Home, t h e  
Mother  and  t h e  Boy a g a i n s t  t h e  S a l o o n ,  t h e  B r o t h e l  i - "1 
and t h e  D i s t i l l e r s  P r o f i t s ,  126 

P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  basked  i n  t h e  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  t h a t  went  
rp 
a l o n g  w i t h  L i b e r a l  s u p p o r t ,  The s u p p o r t ,  however ,  w a s  l a r g e l y  

t a c i t  and  n e i t h e r  t h e  L i b e r a l s  n o r  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  i n  t h e i r  res- 

p e c t i v e  campaigns gave  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  r e f e r e n -  

dum, On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  l a r g e  i n f l u e n t i a l  

d a i l y  l i k e  t h e  World - which had  l o n g  s i n c e  d e c l a r e d  i t s e l f  f o r  

p r o h i b i t i o n  meant  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s  c o u l d  n o t  i g n o r e  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

i s s u e  as it had  i n  1909 ,  I n  f a c t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  d e b a t e  i n  t h e  

newspapers  grew s o  i n t e n s e  t h a t  it w a s  found  a d v i s a b l e  b y  some 

newspapers  t o  s e l l  s p a c e  i n  t h e  l e t t e r s - t o - t h e - e d i t o r  s e c t i o n  a t  

c l a s s i f i e d  ra tes ,127 S i n c e  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  r e f u s e d  t o  d e b a t e  

t h e  i s s u e s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  t h e  campaign w a s  c o n t i n u e d  c h i e f l y  by 

t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  on b o t h  s i d e s  and  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by 

ex t r emism and  e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  The p r o h i b i t i o n  campaign t h u s  became 

a k i n d  of s e c o n d a r y  p l o t  t o  t h e  main p o l i t i c a l  f i g h t ,  



Energetic PPA organizers attempted to revive the province- 

wide organization as suggested by the 1915 convention and the 

campaign was closely directed from the Vancouver executive 

committee, It was generally taken for granted that the coastal 

areas would vote for prohibition but there was some doubt about 

the interior, Prominent temperance speakers like J,W, Bengough, 

cartoonist, and Rev, J,S, Henderson, loaned on full salary by 

the presbyterian Church, B,H, Spence, loaned from the Dominion 

Alliance and local men were circulated throughout the province 

as platform speakers, Committee after committee was organized 

to supervise various phases of the work, There was a committee 

for literature distribution, a soldier's vote committee, commit- 

tees to check and correct voters lists, canvassers, and 

scrutineers and photographers were trained and organized to 

serve at polling booths and check voting irregularities and 

impersonations, 128 J,S, Moir, a Methodist who lived in Grand 

Forks at the time, described the organizational work of the 

prohibitionists, 

So intent were the forces arraigned against John 
Barleycorn that local committees were organized in 
almost every hamlet, . , , In the canvas for funds 
every business and mining man contributed, Many of 
them were not temperance men, but in view of the 
need to concentrate every effort to win the war 
they were willing to assist,129 

By early August it was estimated that a million pamphlets, cir- 

culars, posters, booklets, etc, had been sent out from PPA head- 

quarters, 130 Much _ of -__-_I__I__-- the routine work - --- pf --.. _ l----A canvassing .. - . *-_.-_I and _ litera- - -. 

ture distribution was done by thee wp_mrng$-of-t&- 
--. .-CIII.. ----- - 
church people and Sunday _Sch-o~-l. _aJd-re~, Prohibitionists - .rrrr**rw.Y.*'- .-wI.*.--c~--"- 



i n  V i c t o r i a  and  Vancouver a l s o  used  c h i l d r e n ' s  p a r a d e s  t o  g a i n  

P u b l i c i t y  and propaganda  f o r  t h e  a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n  p o s i t i o n  

was h a n d l e d  by t h e  MPA, The l a s t  hope  was a  p o p u l a r  d e f e a t  o f  

t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  r e f e r e n d u m ,  The MPA h a d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  most  o f  

t h e  newspapers  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  much o f  l a b o r  and  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  

m i n o r i t y  o f  bus ines smen ,  The MPA p r o b a b l y  had  a n  e a s i e r  t i m e  

r a i s i n g  f u n d s  t h a n  d i d  t h e  PPA and  where it w a s  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  i n  

t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s ,  l a r g e - s c a l e  

t r a n s a c t i o n s  were  a t t e m p t e d ,  I n  Kamloops, f o r  example ,  it was 

rumored t h a t  A,E, Tulk  o f  t h e  MPA and C a p t a i n  Worsnop, a  l o c a l  

b r e w e r  and  h o t e l  manager ,  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  

Kamloops Telegram.132 Every  community had  a  n a t u r a l  a n t i -  

p r o h i b i t i o n  g r o u p  by n a t u r e  o f  t h e  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  h o t e l s ,  

l i q u o r  r e t a i l  and  w h o l e s a l e  s t o r e s  and  r e s t a u r a n t s .  Brewers  

would n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c e a s e  o p e r a t i o n  by  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  A c t  

b u t  t h e y  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  MPA n o t  o n l y  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  

r e t a i l  t r a d e  b u t  b e c a u s e  many h o t e l s  and  t h e  e x p e n s i v e  expan-  

s i o n s  h o t e l  owners  had  u n d e r t a k e n  a f t e r  s a l o o n s  were  a b o l i s h e d  

were h e a v i l y  f i n a n c e d  by  t h e  b r e w e r s ,  133 The l i q u o r  t r a d e  was 

t h u s  a  c l o s e - k n i t  i n d u s t r y .  But s i n c e  no  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  was 

s u p p o r t i n g  even  t h e  s t a t u s  quo ,  a s  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  had  done 

f o r m e r l y ,  and  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  l i t t l e  hope  o f  g a i n i n g  com- 

p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e  MPA c o u l d  n o t  b e  o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e ,  

The PPA was a b l e  t o  camouf l age  i t s  a i m s  w i t h i n  t h e  r e f o r m  move- 
--_- 
ment b u t  t h e  MPA was p l a c e d  i n  an  i s o l a t e d  p o s i t i o n .  

X- - 



A campaign b u d g e t  o f  $17,000 was c a l l e d  f o r  b y  t h e  PPA,134 

Most o f  t h e  money came from membership fees and  d o n a t i o n s ,  The 

e v a n g e l i c a l  c h u r c h e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  PPA as w e l l  a l t h o u g h  

t h e  PPA p r e f e r r e d  t o  r a i s e  money f rom c h u r c h  members b y  appea-  

l i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e l y i n g  on f i x e d  c h u r c h  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  Weal thy M e t h o d i s t  and P r e s b y t e r i a n  bus ines smen  

l i k e  W , H ,  M a l k i n ,  David S p e n c e r  and  J, L e c k i e  made r e g u l a r  sub-  

s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  and  i n  h i s  r e t a i l  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  Spence r  

u r g e d  h i s  c u s t o m e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  A c t .  135 John  

Nelson  r e f u s e d  t o  a d v e r t i s e  l i q u o r  i n  t h e  World b u t  i n  r e t u r n  - 
h i s  p a p e r  became t h e  o f f i c i a l  mou thp iece  o f  t h e  PPA and  occa -  

s i o n a l l y  e x t r a  c o p i e s  o f  h i s  newspaper  were p r i n t e d  f o r  

c i r c u l a t i o n  a c r o s s  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  E a r l y  i n  F e b r u a r y  t h e  PPA 

began  p r i n t i n g  membership t i c k e t s  which were  s o l d  f o r  one d o l l a r ,  

P u r c h a s e  o f  a t i c k e t  c a r r i e d  w i t h  it a  th ree -mon th  s u b s c r i p t i o n  

t o  t h e  World and  h a l f  t h e  amount r e a l i z e d  on t i c k e t  sa les  was 

t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  Ne l son ,  136 Funds a l s o  came i n  from t h e  WCTU and  

t h e  Templa r s ,  w h i l e  t h e  Dominion A l l i a n c e  c o n t r i b u t e d  $ 2 6 0 0  t o  

t h e  campaign,  

The f i g h t  o v e r  p r o h i b i t i o n  was a b i t t e r  o n e ,  p u n c t u a t e d  by 

/ f r e q u e n t  exchanges  o f  i n v e c t i v e  be tween  t h e  MPA and t h e  PPA. 

Men o f  m i l i t a r y  r a n k  were  employed on b o t h  s i d e s ,  A p r o h i b i t i o n  

r a l l y  i n  Vancouver was i n t e r r u p t e d  by  a  r e t u r n e d  s e r v i c e m a n  who 

t h r e a t e n e d  and  h e c k l e d  t h e  cha i rman  and  a f i s t  f i g h t  b r o k e  o u t ,  

e n d i n g  i n  an  a r r e s t ,  137 A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  by t h e  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s  

f r e q u e n t l y  s n e e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  "Pa id"  P e o p l e ' s  P r o h i b i t i o n  A s s o c i a -  

t i o n  and  t h e  PPA c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  "L iquor"  Merchan t s  P r o t e c t i v e  



A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Aware o f  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  t h a t  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  and 

economic demands o f  t h e  t i m e  h a d  g i v e n  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  c a u s e ,  

t h e  PPA d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  m o r a l i s t i c  a r g u m e n t s  and 

p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k s  on t h o s e  engaged  i n  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a d e ,  I n  

Augus t ,  John  Nelson w r o t e  a n  e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d  " P a r a s i t e s , "  

The l i q u o r  man d o e s  no  good t o  a  l i v i n g  s o u l ;  t h e  
economic w a s t e  h e  b r i n g s  i n  war- t ime when economy 
s h o u l d  b e  p r a c t i s e d  eve rywhere  means n o t h i n g  t o  
h im,  He wan t s  o n l y  h i s  d i v i d e n d s ,  h i s  pound o f  
f l e s h ,  and h e  c a r e s  f o r  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  . , , CTlhe 
wor ld  may go t o  p i e c e s  b u t  he  i s  happy  i f  o n l y  
h i s  pocke t  d o e s  n o t  s u f f e r ,  

I t  i s  t i m e  t h a t  B,C, g o t  r i d  o f  t h e  p a r a s i t i c  
b r e e d ,  I t  h a s  s u f f e r l e d  f rom them l o n g  

The MPA s l u n g  some mud o f  i t s  own, Both J o n a t h a n  Rogers  

and  John  Nelson  were  a c c u s e d  o f  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  promote  them- 

s e l v e s  p o l i t i c a l l y o  O t h e r  p r o h i b i t i o n  l e a d e r s  were  cha rged  

w i t h  s i m p l y  f i s h i n g  i n  t r o u b l e d  w a t e r s  and  a  few o f  t h e  PPA 

e x e c u t i v e  were  a c c u s e d  o f  h a v i n g  been  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  h o t e l  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t , 1 3 9  

P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  s t r e s s e d  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  and  - - -. 
I 

economic n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  t y p i c a l ,  i 

Are We To Do Our Duty by t h e  Empire  
o r  Are We To N e g l e c t  I t ?  

The Bar  o r  t h e  War? T h a t  i s  t h e  Q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  Hour. 140 - 
A n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  p ropaganda  s t r e s s e d  t h e  bad  economic e f f e c t s  

o f  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  Taxes  would i n c r e a s e  by  $103,000 i n  Vancouver ,  

and  t h o u s a n d s  of men would b e  p u t  o u t  o f  work.  14' 1t was a l m o s t  

humorous when t h e  MPA began  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  Act f o r  n o t  



b e i n g  p r o h i b i t o r y  enough u n d e r  such  c a p t i o n s  a s  "A P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  

Opposes t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  A c t ,  " 

Both s i d e s  were  q u i c k  t o  c l a i m  and p u b l i c i z e  s u p p o r t  from 

o u t s i d e  t h e i r  immedia te  c i r c l e s ,  Bishop  du Verne t  went  on r e c o r d  

a s  f a v o r i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p ro -  

h i b i t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  A n g l i c a n ,  t h e  Rev, Owen B u l k l e y ,  d i d  n o t  go  

u n n o t i c e d ,  Archb i shop  Carey o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church had  o n l y  t o  

s a y  t h a t  "any aba t emen t  , , [ o f  t r e a t i n g  and s a l o o n  d r i n k i n g ]  

w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  s a v e  many from a d runka rd"  doom, , , . I 1  And 

Nelson c l a s s i f i e d  t h e  c le rgyman a s  a  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t ,  142 

B i l l y  Sunday was i n v i t e d  by t h e  PPA t o  s p e a k  i n  V i c t o r i a  

and  i n  Vancouver i n  August and h e  a c c e p t e d ,  H i s  v i s i t  was t o  be  

t h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  campaign f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  An American 

c h u r c h  h i s t o r i a n  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  Sunday a s  t h e  "champion o f  t h o s e  

who hoped n o s t a l g i c a l l y  f o r  a  s i m p l e  s o l u t i o n  t o  con tempora ry  

p rob lems ,  1f143 The re  was some d e b a t e  i n  t h e  newspapers  a s  t o  h i s  

r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  b u t  when h e  a r r i v e d  i n  Vancouver a  l a r g e  a u d i e n c e  

a l r e a d y  commit ted t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  a w a i t e d  him,  P e o p l e  came t o  

h e a r  B i l l y  Sunday e x t o l  t h e  p u r i t a n  v i r t u e s  and  denounce t h e  

l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s  and  h e  d i d  n o t  d i s a p p o i n t  them, He was f u l l y  

aware  why h e  had  been  i n v i t e d  and  p reached  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  

The s a l o o n  i s  an  i n f i d e l ,  I t  h a s  no  b e l i e f  i n  God and 
would c l o s e  a l l  t h e  c h u r c h e s  and  hang  i t s  f i l t h y  r a g s  
on t h e  s a c r e d  a l t a r s ,  I t i s  a  m.ora1 ~ l ~ e g x h g  house 
f o r  - a l l  th_g f i l t h  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  ..-?**- . < and  i s , ~ - . l - i a x ~ + ~ i n  
e v e r y  way f o r  it h o l d s  out .E~L,$-e  hopes  t o  i t s  v i c t i m s ,  
T-E'Ts Goct''s w o r s t  enemy and h e l l ' s  b e s t  f r i e n d ,  144 

The World r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Sunday had  been  h e a r d  by " t h e  l a r g e s t  

a u d i e n c e  [ 1 2 , 0 0 0 1  e v e r  a s sembled  u n d e r  one r o o f  i n  Canada" b u t  

t h e  N e w s  A d v e r t i s e r  was more c r i t i c a l ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  



d i d  " n o t  p r o v e  a  s e n s a t i o n ,  "145 The F e d e r a t i o n i s t  e s t i m a t e d  

t h a t  t h r e e  f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  l i s t e n e r s  were  women and d i s m i s s e d  

B i l l y  Sunday a s  a  c a p i t a l i s t  s t o o g e ,  146 

A s  e l e c t i o n  day  drew n e a r  t h e  a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n  f o r c e s  

showed t h a t ,  d e s p e r a t e  a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was f o r  them, t h e y  were  

a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  s a v i n g  s e n s e  o f  humor, An a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n -  

i s t  p a m p h l e t e e r  gave  some a d v i c e  t o  t h o s e  who migh t  s u f f e r  i n  

a  d r y  s p e l l ,  

Should  B,Co go d r y ,  don" f o r g e t  t h a t  y o u r  d r u g g i s t  ---- 
can  s u p p l y  YOU ~~2-~4j,g_~&1333-0f al&ob,.Liin.,the 
f  01 1 owing ~~+xe_n~L_uAus : 

% a l c o h o l  - - 
6 5 Hamlin" Wizard O i l  VT 

H a l l ' s  G r e a t  D i s c o v e r y  43 
R e x a l l P s  Rheumatic  Remedy 1 8  
Hookers  s Wigwam Tonic  2 0 , 7  147 

s u f f r a g e  a l s o  c a r r i e d  by a  la- -__ -_-. --.---_I _ ._ ,.__- - _ ,n_r___ 
Only t h r e e  c e n t r e s  i n  

t h e  e n t i r e  p r o v i n c e  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Acrr A a e r n i ,  L i l l o o e t  - 
and F e r n i e ,  P u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

-ca 

f o r c e s  w a s  g r e a t l y  overshadowed by t h e  d e c i s i v e  L i b e r a l  v i c t o r y  

b u t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  were j u b i l a n t ,  I t  a p p e a r e d  now t h a t  t h e  

o n l y  t h i n g  l e f t  t o  do  was t o  w a i t  u n t i l  J u l y  1, 1917 when t h e  

Act would go  i n t o  e f f e c t ,  

I n  t h e  meantime d r a m a t i c  e v e n t s  were t a k i n g  p l a c e  o v e r s e a s ,  

The C o n s e r v a t i v e  government  had  a r r a n g e d ,  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  knowledge 

and  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  PPA, t o  a l l o w  B r i t i s h  Columbia s o l d i e r s  a t  

home and  a b r o a d  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  and on t h e  two r e f e r e n d a .  

Both t h e  PPA and t h e  MPA had  a g e n t s  i n  London t o  k e e p  an e y e  on 

t h e  r e f e rendum v o t e  t h e r e ,  S o l d i e r s '  p o l l s  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  



December 31 ,  1 9 1 6 ,  and when t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t s  came i n ,  p r o h i b i -  

v o t e  had  - been  -I . - -. - o v e r t u r n e d  - . by t h e  m i l i t a r y  v o t e .  The s o l d i e r s  a t  - - - - - --- ,-*.., . -- --- - 
home v o t e d  f a i r l y  e v e n l y  on t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  q u e s t i o n  b u t  n o t  

t h o s e  o v e r s e a s ,  When t h e  f i n a l  t a l l y  was made a t  t h e  end  o f  

March, p r o h i b i t i o n  had  l o s t  by 8 2 2  v o t e s ,  1 4 9  
i Y~_I_UY,.\CU-I___.__C~__- 

The PPA immed ia t e ly  compla ined  t h a t  t h e  o v e r s e a s  v o t i n g  
& 

<b 
had  been  i r r e g u l a r  and a c c u s e d  S i r  R i c h a r d  McBride,  now a g e n t -  

g e n e r a l  f o r  B r i t i s h  Columbia i n  London, o f  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  p o l l s  

i n  a  p a r t i a l  manner-  A t  t h e  end o f  March, 1917 ,  a  p r o h i b i t i o n  

c o n v e n t i o n  was h e l d  i n  V i c t o r i a  and  a  mo t ion  was p a s s e d  r e q u e s t i n g  

t h a t  a  p r o h i b i t i o n  measure  b e  p a s s e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  o v e r s e a s  v o t e ,  

which had  been  i r r e g u l a r l y  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  and  t h a t  t h i s  measure  

l a s t  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  war and f o r  a  r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  t h e r e -  

a f t e r ,  P r e m i e r  B r e w s t e r  r e p l i e d  t h a t  i f  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  

o v e r s e a s  v o t i n g  were  p r o v e d ,  h i s  government  would r e c o n s i d e r  

p r o h i b i t o r y  l e g i s l a t i o n , 1 5 0  Some L i b e r a l s  were r e a d y  t o  a c c e d e  

t o  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s ,  a s  D r ,  Wolve r ton ,  Member 

f o r  N e l s o n ,  i n d i c a t e d  t o  B r e w s t e r ,  

Because o f  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t v  as 
g  i s  
-o_lai 

t h a t  t h e  d e f e r r e d  v o t e  was p l a n n e d  i n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  w e t s ;  t h a t  t h e  v o t e  i n  England  and 
F r a n c e  was o u t r a g e o u s l y  m a n i p u l a t e d  and t h a t  a  f a i r  
v o t e  would show a  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  

They are n o t  o n l y  i n  e a r n e s t  b u t  a r e  a n g r y  a t  
b e i n g  d e f e a t e d  by f r a u d ,  , , . I b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h e  
government  d o e s  n o t  g i v e  [ p r o h i b i t i o n ]  we s h a l l  l o s e  
t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  Vote a t  t h e  Next E l e c t i o n ,  1 5 1  

1 P r e s s u r e  on t h e  L i b e r a l  government  c o n t i n u e d  from b o t h  w e t s  and  

d r y s ,  a s  B r e w s t e r  d e s c r i b e d  t o  one o f  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s ,  



The h e r i t a g e  handed t o  t h i s  government  i n  t h e  P r o h i b i -  
t i o n  Referendum is one  which  i s  t a x i n g  t h e  p a t i e n c e ,  
f o r b e a r a n c e  . , , t o  a d e g r e e  which you . . . w i l l  b e  
a b l e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e ,  , [ T l h e  Government d o e s  n o t  
i n t e n d  t o  b e  c a j o l e d  by  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  made on b e h a l f  
o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  o r  a g a i n s t  it , 152 

The MPA was q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s  o v e r -  
,,'- 

s e a s  and  t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government  t o  make t h e  

r e s u l t s  o f f i c i a l ,  While t h e  government  was s t i l l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

t h e  s o l d i e r s '  v o t e ,  t h e  s o l i c i t o r  o f  t h e  MPA f i l e d  a  w r i t  a s k i n g  

t h a t  t h e  r e f e rendum r e s u l t s  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  B , C ,  G a z e t t e  

i m m e d i a t e l y ,  153 A s  s t o r i e s  c i r c u l a t e d  o f  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  

v o t e ,  t h e  w e t s  began t o  c l a i m  t h a t  s o l d i e r s  were  b e i n g  b r i b e d  by  

t h e  d r y s  t o  make f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  154 

F i n a l l y  it was announced t h a t  a  Royal  Commission would b e  

s e n t  t o  England t o  h o l d  a n  i n q u i r y  i n t o  v o t i n g  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  

t h e r e .  Again b o t h  t h e  MPA and  t h e  PPA s e n t  q u a l i f i e d  r e p r e s e n -  

t a t i v e s  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  h e a r i n g s .  The Commission found  t h a t  t h e r e  

had  i n d e e d  been  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e .  155 Many 

b a l l o t s  had  t o  be  d i s q u a l i f i e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  names o f  s o l d i e r s  on 

t h e  b a l l o t  e n v e l o p e s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  t r a c e d ,  Some s o l d i e r s  had  

v o t e d  as many a s  f o u r  t i m e s  and a l s o  damaging,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  

t h e  e y e s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  b u t  a l s o  l e g a l l y ,  was e v i d e n c e  t h a t  

f r e e  b e e r  had  been  u s e d  a s  a n  inducement  t o  g e t  s o l d i e r s  t o  go  - _I_- 

and  v o t e ,  The f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  Commission w a s  t o  a l l o w  
7- - - ---_. _.,-I_*_I- 

.I.--'- - m- 

o n l y  3 7 9 6  v o t e s - o u t  o f  n e a r l v  8 5 0 0  c a s t ,  b u t  no blame was 

a t t a c h e d  t o  any  p e r s o n  o r  g r o u p  f o r  c a u s i n g  t h e  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s ,  

1 Thus t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  v e r d i c t  was r e v e r s e d  a g a i n  w i t h  t h e  p r o h i -  

b i t i o n i s t s  f i r m l y  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y .  



The J u l y  1 d a t e  on which t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  A c t  was t o  t a k e  

e f f e c t  had  a l r e a d y  been  p a s s e d  b u t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w a s t e d  no  

t i m e  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  A c t ,  which was p r e s e n t e d  f o r  t h i r d  

r e a d i n g  on August 1 6 ,  p a s s e d  and  a s s e n t e d  t o  on August  17 and  

t h e  new e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  was s e t  f o r  Oc tobe r  1, 1917.  Because 

September  3 0  f e l l  on a  Sunday,  p r o h i b i t i o n  became e f f e c t i v e  

September  2 9 ,  a t  1 0  p,m, 

On t h e  e v e  o f  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

P r o h i b i t i o n  A c t ,  John Nelson  had  a  word o f  c o n s o l a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  

who had  opposed prohibition, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  newspape r s ,  

The World i s  q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  what  it h a s  a c h i e v e d  
and  it b e l i e v e s  t h a t  P r o h i b i t i o n  w i l l  b e  s o  b e n e f i c i a l  
t o  t h e  community t h a t  even  t h e  newspape r s  who f o u g h t  
o p e n l y  o r  c o v e r t l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  measure  and  which 
b e n e f i t t e d  s o  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  o f  t h e  
l i q u o r  men, w i l l  come t o  s e e  i n  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  s u p p r e s -  
s i o n  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  was n o t  o n l y  a  p a t r i o t i c  
d u t y  b u t  a n  economic b e n e f i t ,  156 

A r e p o r t e r  f o r  t h e  P r o v i n c e  v i s i t e d  downtown Vancouver t h a t  
P 

S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g  and  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s c e n e  i n  somewhat n o s t a l g i c  

t o n e s ,  

A t  1 0  o ' c l o c k  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  h o u s e  [ b a r ]  c l o s e d  
i t s  d o o r s  and  t h e r e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  c h e e r i n g  and  
s i n g i n g  o f  Auld Lang Syne b u t  t h e  s c e n e s  were 
n o t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  w i l d  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  N e w  Year, The 
l a t e  c a r s  c a r r i e d  home t h e  men who had  been  d o i n g  
t h e i r  s h o p p i n g ,  and  i t  w a s  n o t i c e a b l e  t h a t  some 
were  c a r r y i n g  d e c a n t e r s ,  j u g s  and  o t h e r  b a r  s u p p l i e s  
A l t o g e t h e r  t h e  o l d  r eg ime  p a s s e d  o u t  w i t h  d i g n i t y .  15? 
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CHAPTER I11 

THE REPEAL OF PROHIBITION 

The B r i t i s h  Columbia P r o h i b i t i o n  Act was c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  

-6eferendum l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  was aimed n o t  a t  t h e  d r i n k i n g  of 

l i q u o r ,  b u t  a t  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c ,  The l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  was t h e  

l o g i c a l  t a r g e t  o f  a  campaign e m p h a s i z i n g ,  i n  p a t r i o t i c  t o n e s ,  

1 t h e  economic b e n e f i t s  o f  i t s  e l i m i n a t i o n .  P r o h i b i t i o n  was thus I 
I 

I o n l y  p a r t i a l  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  were l e g a l l y  p e r -  
_.__^. ---- ..."..-- -l-.--s-xp 

( m i t t e d  t o  i m p o r t  l i q u o r  a l t h o u g h  o n l y  f o r  home consu-on. 
-.-A"- -+ ..* _ _"m(_ #.*. ^& I..-..#--=----- 7 

I Die-hard  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  viewed t h e  A c t  a s  b u t  a  p o s i t i v e  s t e p  

i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  c o m p l e t e  bone-dry  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  "We w i l l  

n e v e r  b e  s a t i s f i e d , "  s t a t e d  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  i n  

1920 ,  "wh i l e  l i q u o r  i s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  anywhere i n  o u r  land ." '  

A f e d e r a l  o r d e r - i n - c o u n c i l ,  e f f e c t i v e  A p r i l  1, 1 9 1 8 ,  gave  
.- 

t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  p r e t t y  w e l l  t h e  k i n d  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  t h e y  

d e s i r e d ,  The Dominion A l l i a n c e  l o b b i e d  p e r s i s t e n t l y  i n  Ottawa 

f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  a n  a n t i - i m p o r t a t i o n  measure  b u t  t h e r e  i s ' n o t  

much r e a s o n  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  p r e s s u r e  was d e c i s i v e  i n  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a c t i o n ,  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and t h e r e f o r e  a l l  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  l i q u o r  i n t o  - 

p r o v i n c e s  a l r e a d y  p r e v e n t i n g  s a l e  was p r o h i b i t e d  f o r  a p e r i o d  
-__---.,+- ---. P 

l a s t i n g  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  one y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  war ended .  The 
-Cr 

o r d e r - i n - c o u n c i l  made B r i t i s h  Columbia o f f i c i a l l y  a L d e -  
__II______._ - -I-- 

v i n c e  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 1920 when i m ~ o r t a t i o n  was a g a i n  
, . , , , . ,., -,.,.- "-- -, . ..- - &-*-------.. I - - C - m I -  -- *- ---- * _ . 



~ e r m i t t e d ,  One can  t h e r e f o r e  l e g i t i m a t e l y  s p e a k  o f  a t i m e  o f  - 
c o m p l e t e  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  

P r o h i b i t i o n  g r e a t l y  c u r t a i l e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  
< 

. m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and r e t a i l i n g  of  b e v e r a g e s  w i t h  a n  a l c o h o l i c  

c o n t e n t ,  Nor d i d  p r o h i b i t i o n  remove t h e  l i q u o r  b a r  e v e n  though  

l i q u o r  c o u l d  no  l o n g e r  b e  s e r v e d  l e g a l l y ,  The p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  
'&,J 

JP 

d e f i n e d  l i q u o r  a s  a b e v e r a g e  containing more t h a n  2 & %  o f  p r o o f  
- _I -----a 

s p i r i t s  and  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  p r o v i d e d  a  l o o p h o l e  f o r  b r e w e r i e s  

t o  p roduce  n e a r - b e e r  and t h e  p r o d u c t  made by B r i t i s h  Columbia 

~ r e w e r i e s  was c a l l e d  " B e e r l e s s " ,  B e e r l e s s  c o n t a i n e d  2 %  p r o o f  

s p i r i t s  and  1% a l c o h o l  w h i l e  t h e  now i l l e g a l  r e g u l a r  b e e r  had 

c o n t a i n e d  1 0 %  p r o o f  s p i r i t s  and  5 %  a l c o h o l .  2 

Many of t h e  7 0 0  l i c e n s e d  p r e m i s e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a f f e c t e d  

by  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  hoped t h a t  a  demand f o r  n e a r - b e e r  would 

e n a b l e  them t o  c o n t i n u e  o p e r a t i o n ,  On Monday, O c t o b e r  1, 1 9 1 7 ,  -., "W A - .* -" 

t h e  b a r s  o f  s i x t y  o f  t h e  s i x t y - n i n e  h o t e l s  i n  Vancouver were  

and  mos t  o f  t h e  f o r t y - s e v e n  V i c t o r i a  h o t e l s  

e x p e c t e d  t o  k e e p  o p e r a t i n g  as rooming h o u s e s  and a s  s o f t  d r i n k  

and  n e a r - b e e r  emporiums,  b u t  i n  Nanaimo it w a s  " g e n e r a l l y  f e l t "  

t h a t  o f  e i g h t e e n  h o t e l s  o n l y  two o r  t h r e e  would b e  a b l e  t o  

c o n t i n u e  i n  b u s i n e s s .  No r e s t r i c t i o n s  e x i s t e d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

s a l e  o f  n e a r - b e e r  and  h o t e l - k e e p e r s ,  who a l r e a d y  had  t h e  f a c i l i -  

t i e s ,  demanded t h e  s o l e  r i g h t  t o  s e l l  t h e  d r i n k  and promised  t o  

c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o h i -  

b i t i o n  a c t  s i n c e  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  b o o t l e g g i n g  would b e n e f i t  

h o t e l  s a l e s  b u t  i n  t h i s  r e q u e s t  t h e  ho te lmen  were  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  4 

Hotelmen were p l a c e d  i n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n  and 



s < n e v i t a b l y  h o t e l  accommodation c o s t s  i n c r e a s e d  a n d ,  t h e  c l a i m s  

o f  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  h o t e l  manage- 

ment d e c l i n e d .  Nea r -bee r  g a i n e d  a  c e r t a i n  amount .of p o p u l a r i t y  

and  h o t e l s  soon  f a c e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  d r i n k  from I 

s m a l l e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  l o c a t e d  a t  s t r a t e g i c  p o i n t s  and  c a l l e d  1 

j i t n e y  b a r s ,  For  t h e  l a b o r i n g  man who, a l t h o u g h  h e  p r o b a b l y  - 
would h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  some th ing  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  n e a r - b e e r ,  n e v e r -  

t h e l e s s  l i k e d  a  g l a s s  o r  two w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d s  on h i s  way home 

from work ,  it was ,  i r o n i c a l l y  enough,  n o t  - p r o h i b i t i o n  b u t  com- 
- - -  - -  

p l e t e  government  c o n r r o l  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e l y  

c l o s e d  down t h e  b a r  i n  1 9 2 1 ,  

S a l e  o f  n e a r - b e e r  was a  boon t o  t h e  b r e w e r i e s  o f  t h e  

p r o v i n c e ,  and  i n  t h e  words o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  commiss ioner  t h e s e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  " f a i r l v  a c t i v e ,  "' I m ~ o r t a t i o n  o f  

l i q u o r  w a s  p e r m i t t e d  by t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  and  l o c a l  b r e w e r s  ---- - _l_--..--"-.-- ---I-~ III_-̂ ---------. ---. "_. 

c o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  marke t  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  warehouses  o u t -  - -__- _--..*- . - "- ...,- --.r---- "---- ..----,---- p---.---wu--* ..- 

s i d e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of  t h e  p r o v i n c e  b u t  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n t i -  
- -  - , - -  - . _ _ _ _ <  _IyNIav^I. I-NI^-"----I-L -----------A -- ---- 

i m p o r t a t i o n  measure  s t o p p e d  t h i s ~ r a c t i c e .  Ano the r  l e g i t i m a t e  
_.____-__ ___-____-- .-..- -- --4- -- --' 

s a l e s  o u t l e t  was t h r o u g h  government  v e n d o r s  and  d r u g g i s t s ,  How- 

e v e r  many b r e w e r s  were  u n a b l e  t o  s e l l  enough o f  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  

t o  s t a y  a f l o a t  f i n a n c i a l l y  and  were f o r c e d  t o  c e a s e  o p e r a t i o n s .  

/A l e a d i n g  b rewery  manager  s t a t e d  many y e a r s  l a t e r  t h a t  i n  t h e  

p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  t h e r e  had  been  t o o  many b r e w e r i e s  

and  t h a t  t h i s  had  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  t i m e  o f  v e r y  s e v e r e  c o m p e t i t i o n .  1 

For  t h e  b r e w e r i e s  t h a t  s u r v i v e d ,  p r o h i b i t i o n  had  p roved  t o  b e  a  
_____L___ -. ..- -.--- *-"-_- _C - - - - - I _ I _ _ U _ _ L _ W - I p - ~ ~  

b l e s s i n g  i n  d i s g u i s e  b e c a u s e  by i t  t h e  " c o m p e t i t i v e  h a z a r d "  was 
'c, ----. - . . -- - "-- ~ 

- - -  - " . "*I ?+ ,..-w--,. --- 
r e d u c e d  and  t h e  t o n e  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  " e l e v a t e d .  l f 8  o f  c o u r s e  it 

,..- - 



i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a  b rewer  who went b a n k r u p t  would have  d e s c r i b e d  

e v e n t s  i n  q u i t e  t h e  same way. T h e r e  was o n l y  one d i s t i l l e r y  i n  

t h e  p r o v i n c e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and it suspended  o p e r a t i o n s  o n l y  

d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  f e d e r a l  war measure  was i n  f o r c e ,  and 

resumed d i s t i l l i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  9 

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  s u b s t a n t i a l  l o s s e s  were  i n c u r r e d  

i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  i n d u s t r y  and  t h e s e  l o s s e s  l e d  t o  

a n o t h e r  movement f o r  compensa t ion  i n  1920 .  T h i s  t i m e  t h e  move- 

ment was l e d  n o t  by b r e w e r s  and ho te lmen  b u t  by t h e  c r e d i t o r s  
---- . a - . 

and l i q u i d a t o r s  o f  v a r i o u s  b a n k r u p t  h o t e l  and warehous ing  .. - 

b u s i n e s s e s ,  lo P r e m i e r  John  O l i v e r  s e t  up  a  Royal  Commission t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  compensa t ion  c l a i m s ,  b u t  t h e  commission r u l e d  

a g a i n s t  any  compensa t ion  and t h i s  c l o s e d  t h e  m a t t e r ,  11 

( i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  World War I ,  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  s e t  i n  

'I 
/"" 1 

a b o u t  t h e  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f  mora l  p r o g r e s s  i n  Canadian  s o c i e t y ,  
/ -. 

B e l i e f  i n  m o r a l  p r o g r e s s  had  f o s t e r e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m  
. . 

movement o f  which p r o h i b i t i o n  had  been  a  p a r t ,  "We h a v e  l i v e d  
4- 

f o r  a  g e n e r a t i o n  o r  more i n  a  f o o l ' s  p a r a d i s e , "  w r o t e  a  Cana- I 
d i a n  c l e rgyman ,  "We h a v e  t r u s t e d  i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  o f  1 

a l l  human advancement ;  i n  t h e  g r a d u a l  b u t  c e r t a i n  e l i m i n a t i o n  
I -  

o f  o u r  b r u t e  i n h e r i t a n c e ;  , * "12 , A s  f a i t h  i n  m o r a l  p r o g r e s s  
-:c 

d e c l i n e d  s o  d i d  t h e  a p p e a l  o f  m o r a l i s t i c  a r g u m e n t s ,  With t h e  
--- & - 

w a r  o v e r  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  w e r e  f o r c e d  more and  more t o  s p e a k  
I 
I 

i n  m o r a l i s t i c  terms b u t  much o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  h a d  v o t e d  f o r  
I 

t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  Act i n  1916 was no l o n g e r  i n t e r e s t e d  and p r o h i -  

b i t i o n  began  t o  b e  l o o k e d  upon n o t  as a  p r o g r e s s i v e  b u t  a s  a 

r e a c t i o n a r y  When B r i t i s h  Columbians were a g a i n  g i v e n  I - 

i 



a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  o p i n i o n  on t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  A c t  

i n  a r e f e r e n d u m ,  t h e  a c t  had  become p r e t t y  w e l l  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  

p r o h i b i t i o n  p e r  se and t h e  p e o p l e  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  i t .  I t  was -  

e v i d e n t  __ _ - -  t o  - --- t h e  gene raL  p u b l i c  - - by tha - t  t i m e  t h a t  - . t h e  . .*- a u t h o r i t i e s  

e i t h e r  c o u l d  n o t  o r  would n p t  e n f o r c e  t h e  Act and s o  p r o h i b i t i o n  -_- _ X - " J .  - - . - . ,- - . . -. 
was d i s c r e d i t e d  a s  a  v i a b l g  -~ysJqm>, But much more fundamen ta l  
_** ._.? iYI" d ---I' --- 

was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbians t h e  
--_- _ _ -- - -  7 

d r i n k i n g  o f  l i q u o r  was a n - i n g r a i r h e d  and  r e s p e c t a b l e  s o c i a l  _. ̂  " I 

cus tom o f  l o n g  s t a n d i n g  and  w h i l e  many were w i l l i n g  t o  s a c r i f i c e  

t h e  cus tom i n  t i m e  o f  w a r ,  p u b l i c  sympathy t o  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  s o  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e i n f o r c e  p r o h i b i t i o n  l a w ,  was wi thdrawn when t h e  
1 

i war ended .  '1 R e s e a r c h  i n t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  e x p e r i m e n t s  h a s  shown t h a t  . -, i 
1 

i n  t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  r e i n f o r c i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  c o e r c i v e  c o n t r o l s  se ldom h a s  s u c c e e d e d .  Even t h e  
most  s e v e r e  p u n i s h m e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  d e a t h  among t h e  
A z t e c s  and e x i l e  t o  S i b e r i a  i n  R u s s i a  f a i l e d  t o  
a b o l i s h  b o o t l e g g i n g  i n  t h o s e  s o c i e t i e s  . I3 

I n  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  on a l c o h o l i s m  i n  Nor th  America i t  h a s  

been  found  t h a t ,  by and  l a r g e ,  t h e  - . u p p e r  , - c l a s s e s  . e p l a c e  no mora-J 

v a l u e  . o n - - d r i n k i n g  w h a t e v e r ,  And i f  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e o p l e  s o c i a l l y  

do n o t  t a b o o  d r i n k i n g ,  t h e i r  s o c i a l  cus toms w i l l  o u t l a s t  l e g i s -  

l a t i v e  c o n t r o l s  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  d r i n k i n g  o f  l i q u o r  and  t h e s e  

cus toms w i l l  g r a d u a l l y  s i f t  downward t o  t h e  u p p e r  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  

and  o t h e r s  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  e m u l a t e  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s ,  l4 S O  it 

was i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia.  C o l o n e l  E . G .  P r i o r  o f  V i c t o r i a ,  p r o -  

v i n c i a l  p r e m i e r  from 1902 u n t i l  1903 and  L ieu tenan t -Governor  

f rom 1919 u n t i l  1920 ,  o p e n l y  opposed  p r o h i b i t i o n  a s  d i d  Conser-  

v a t i v e  p o l i t i c i a n s  l i k e  W , J ,  Bowser and  R . H .  P o o l e y ,  and l e a d i n g  



c le rgymen o f  t h e  Ang l i can  c h u r c h ,  Because o f  t h e  l o o s e  word ing  

o f  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  Act j u d g e s  r e p e q t e d l y  t h r e w  o u t  c a s e s  i n v o l -  

v i n g  b r e a c h e s  o f  t h e  a c t ,  and t h e  government  was f o r c e d  t o  d e f i n e  

and r e - d e f i n e  t h e  t e r m s  i n  i t ,  Even s o ,  j u d g e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a c t  

i n  s u c h  a  b e n e v o l e n t  manner toward  o f f e n d e r s  t h a t  a  s t r o n g  s u s -  

p i c i o n  e x i s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  were  s i m p l y  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  toward  t h e  

a c t  and  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  c l a i m e d  t o  s e e  l i q u o r  men c o n t i n u a l l y  

moving b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s ,  The l e a d e r  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  c h a r g e d  

t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  law was s o  l a x  as t o  

c o n s t i t u t e  a  p u b l i c  s c a n d a l ,  l5 I n  F e r n i e ,  i n  1919 a  Judge  

Thompson quashed  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n s  o f  e i g h t  h o t e l - k e e p e r s  and  

b a r t e n d e r s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t ,  

The g e n e r a l  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  PPA t h e n  compla ined  t o  t h e  gove rn -  

ment p r o h i b i t i o n  commiss ione r ,  

P e r m i t  me t o  a s k  t h r o u g h  you ,  why t h i s  abnormal  m i s s -  
c a r r i a g e  [ s i c ]  o f  J u s t i c e ?  A r e  w e  g o i n g  t o  p e r m i t  
s u c h  a c t i o n s ?  Who i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  such  f l a g r a n t  
v i o l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p u t t i n g  i n t o  f o r c e  t h e  judgment o f  
t h e  c o u r t ?  Grave r e s u l t s  may f o l l o w  s u c h  t r i f l i n g  
w i t h  j u s t i c e . 1 6  

To p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  j u s t i c e  now meant a  l i t e r a l  c a r r y i n g  

o u t  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  l a w ,  w h e t h e r  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  

t h e  p e o p l e  o r  n o t ,  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  c a n  b e  f o r g i v e n  f o r  a l a c k  

of p r o p h e t i c  a b i l i t y ,  f o r  i f  t h e i r  i d e a l  o f  a  d r y  u t o p i a  proved 

i n  r e a l i t y  t o  b e  u n e n f o r c e a b l e ,  t h e y  were  n o t  a l o n e  i n  f e e l i n g  

t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  had  come t o  s t a y ,  Even a n t i - p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  

l i k e  S t ephen  Leacock p u b l i s h e d  a  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  C o l o n i s t  i n  which 

h e  s t a t e d  u n h a p p i l y  t h a t  from p r o h i b i t i o n  " t h e r e  i s  no  r e t u r n .  

The d o o r  o f  t h e  b e e r  c e l l a r  i s  l o c k e d  and  t h e  key i s  thrown 

away, 1117 



P r o h i b i t i o n  - I__11I. began October-__la . , - - -  .uL&uttwwiir;l&i&r-%e-aar 

remained  t h e  ~ e n ~ t r a ~ . . ~ ~ ; r _ e ~ ~ c s r p a t i o n  og-_thea p e o p l e  o t 9 J r i t 7 i s h  
* - 

Columbia,  John Nelson gave  p r o h i b i t i o n  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  a p p a r e n t  - - 

s a l e s  r e c o r d s  s e t  by Vancouver r e t a i l  m e r c h a n t s  a t  C h r i s t m a s ,  

1917 ,  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  more g r a n d i o s e  economic impro.vements 

promised  by p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  were  s l o w e r  i n  coming, A number- o f  

j a i l s  were c l o s e d  f o r  l a c k  o f  p r i s o n e r s  and p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  t o o k  

c r e d i t  f o r  t h i s  b i t  o f  s o c i a l  b e t t e r m e n t  a s  w e l l ,  One o f  t h e  

main r e a s o n s  t h a t  bus inessmen had  s u p p o r t e d  war t ime  p r o h i b i t i o n  

was t o  r e l e a s e  e x t r a  money f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f  w a r  bonds and  no  one 

d e n i e d  t h a t  t h e  V i c t o r y  Bond campaign i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia was a  

smashing  s u c c e s s ,  The u n s i g n e d  copy o f  a  l e t t e r  s e n t  t o  a  

f o r m e r  A u s t r a l i a n  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  

Vancouver and  t h e  P r o v i n c e  went  o v e r  t h e  t o p  -- f a r  
e x c e e d i n g  what was a s k e d  f o r  from u s .  The re  were 
55,373 a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  b o n d s ,  t o t a l i n g  $36 ,411 ,915 .00 .  
One i n  e v e r y  s e v e n  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c e  bough t  a  bond ,  
w h i l e  t h e  a v e r a g e  amount p e r  c a p i t a  f o r  t h e  P r o v i n c e  
was $ 9 0 , 1 5 ,  and  t h i s  came from t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  n o t  
f rom a  few monied men. I t  was a d m i t t e d  t h e  -- . --v----., *--- --" 
o b j e c t i v e  was a t t a i n e d  b k c a u s e  o f  ~rohib- 

L- , a , - . . - .W--"------ -a- -------*----- 

I t  w a s  t h e  war  t h a t  domina ted  economic and  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  

t h e  p r o v i n c e  b e f o r e  November, 1 9 1 8 ,  w h i l e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  

r e t u r n i n g  t o  a  p e a c e t i m e  economy was t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia s o c i e t y  a f t e r  t h e  a r m i s t i c e ,  

@ 

Many t h o u s a n d s  o f  s o l d i e r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a f t e r  
8 

t h e  war ,  The e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e y  had  had  i n  Europe ,  b o t h  i n  b a t t l e  

and  w h i l e  on l e a v e ,  h a r d l y  c o n d i t i o n e d  them t o  a n  env i ronmen t  

d e v o i d  o f  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  l i q u o r  and  many s o l d i e r s  b i t t e r l y  - -- 



~ r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  had  n o t e d  t h e  p o o r  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c a u s e  r e c e i v e d  

from s o l d i e r s  even  b e f o r e  t h e y  went  o v e r s e a s . 1 9  Now r e t u r n e d  

s o n s  o f  c e r t a i n  p rominen t  M e t h o d i s t  and P r e s b y t e r i a n  f a m i l i e s  

p u b l i c l y  denounced p r o h i b i t i o n .  20 A d e l e g a t i o n  t h a t  c l a i m e d  

t o  r e p r e s e n t  33,000 war v e t e r a n s  c a l l e d  on P remie r  O l i v e r  and 

a s k e d  f o r  t h e  end t o  p r o h i b i t i o n . 2 1  Because o f  t h e  pos t -war  

economic slowdown, r e t u r n i n g  s o l d i e r s  were u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  

employment and  s u f f e r e d  a  "deep  s e n s e  o f  r e j e c t i o n .  l v 2  V e t e r a n s  

banded t o g e t h e r  i n  c l u b s  and compla ined  a b o u t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

a c t  o v e r  g l a s s e s  o f  n e a r - b e e r  and more p r o b a b l y ,  t h e  " r e a l  

s t u f f . "  

Bus inessmen,  t o o ,  had  r e a s o n  t o  r e t h i n k  t h e i r  s t a n d  on 

p r o h i b i t i o n ,  The p r o v i n c e  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia was i n  poor  

f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  war and t h e  u n s e t t l e d  

economic s t a t e  of  Europe a f t e r  t h e  war o n l y  made matters worse .  

When John  O l i v e r  t o o k  o v e r  a s  p r o v i n c i a l  p r e m i e r  i n  1918 a f t e r  

t h e  d e a t h  o f  H,C, B r e w s t e r  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  d e b t  s t o o d  a t  $21,000,000 

and  r a i l w a y  bond g u a r a n t e e s  amounted t o  a n o t h e r  $64 ,000 ,000 .  
2 3 

The c i t y  o f  Vancouver was a l s o  i n  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  and  i n  

1919 t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  s e r i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a 

one  p e r  c e n t  t a x  on a l l  incomes i n  t h e  c i t y ,  a t a x  wh ich ,  it was 

e s t i m a t e d ,  would b r i n g  a  $300,000 a n n u a l  r e v e n u e  t o  c i t y  c o f f e r s .  24 

A l s o  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  it was d e c i d e d  t o  t a x  c i t y  r e s i d e n t s  on 

p r o p e r t y  improvements ,  25 A s p e c i a l  t a x  s t u d y ,  app roved  by c i t y  

c o u n c i l ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  5 0 %  o f  t h e  n e t  p r o f i t s  o f  l i q u o r  s o l d  i n  

Vancouver ,  s h o u l d  go t o  t h e  c i t y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

government .  2 6  A s  bus ines smen  pondered  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p r e d i c a m e n t  



o f  t h e i r  p r o v i n c e  t h e  example o f  Ouebec came t o  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n .  

Quebec was t h e  one  p r o v i n c e  i n  Canada i n  which c o m p l e t e  p r o h i b i -  

t i o n  n e v e r  t o o k  e f f e c t ,  A s  p r o h i b i t i o n  came i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  bus inessmen o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia a n d  e l s e w h e r e  

i n  Canada watched  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  American 

t o u r i s t s  f l o c k i n g  i n t o  Quebec  and  t h e  amount o f  t a x - s a v i n g  

d o l l a r s  t h e y  l e f t  b e h i n d  them,  2 7 

The r e f e r e n d u m  o f  1 9 1 6  had  b e e n  c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  on p a t r i o -  

-4- 

t i c  s l o g a n s  and  c r i e s  .of war t ime  p r o h i b i t i o n .  Many bus ines smen  

had  s u p p o r t e d  it f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  economic e f f i c i e n c y  b u t  when t h e  

w a r  ended t h e y  wi thd rew t h e i r  s u p p o r t  and  some o f  them began  t o  G - - - " j 
see i n  t h e a r e t u r n  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  i n d u s t r y  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  

problem o f  unemployment and  a  way t o  r e d u c e  t h e  b u r d e n s  o f  
. - 

p r o v i n c i a l  and  l o c a l  t a x a t i o n .  % The emphas i s  on w a r t i m e  p ro -  
- 
h i b i t i o n  now r e t u r n e d  t o  h a u n t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s .  The f e d e r a l  

government  had  a lways  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  a n t i - i m p o r t a t i o n  l a w  

w a s  o n l y  a  war t ime  measure  and when t h e  l a w  was r e s c i n d e d  

e f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 2 0  d e s p i t e  t h e  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

Dominion A l l i a n c e ,  i t  was a s i g n a l  t h a t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  

were l o s i n g  t h e i r  g r i p .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  gove rn -  

ment made p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  p r o v i n c e s  c o u l d  r ema in  bone-dry  i f  t h e y  

s o  d e s i r e d ,  I t  would o n l y  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  govern-  

ment r e q u e s t  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  t o  h o l d  a p r o v i n c i a l  

p l e b i s c i t e  on t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  I n  any  c a s e ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  a c t i o n  

e a r l y  i n  1920 f o r c e d  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  t o  r e v i e w  t h e i r  l i q u o r  laws  

and  made n e c e s s a r y  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  any  c h a n g e s .  

By 1920 B r i t i s h  Columbians were  o f  a  mind t o  r e v i e w  t h e  

/' 
P r o h i b i t i o n  Act  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  it was a  n u i s a n c e  t o  a  man 



w a n t i n g  a  d r i n k  b u t  b e c a u s e  i t  h a d  p roven  i n e f f e c t u a l .  News-  

p a p e r s  b o r e  t e s t i m o n y  a l m o s t  d a i l y  t h a t  t h e  a c t  was b e i n g  

b l a t a n t l y  v i o l a t e d  and t h a t  e x c e s s e s  were p o s s i b l e  even  by t h o s e  

o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  a c t ,  { I n  1917 e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  
1, 

t h e  a c t  was l e f t  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s \ r a n d  no  s p e c i a l  - a s s i s -  "-- 

t a n c e  monies  were  p r o v i d e d  by the  p r o v i n c i a l  government .  I l l i -  

c i t l y - s o l d  l i q u o r  c o n f i s c a t e d  by m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  had  t o  b e  

r e t u r n e d  t o  p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  who t h e n  s o l d  i t ,  a t  a  c l e a r  

p r o f i t ,  t h r o u g h  government  v e n d o r s .  2 9  L a t e  i n  1918 t h e  p r o v i n -  

c i a l  government  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  need  f o r  a  more e f f i c i e n t  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t  and  a  p r o h i b i t i o n  commiss ione r  w a s  

a p p o i n t e d .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  o f f i c e  q u i c k l y  became t h e  c l e a r i n g  

h o u s e  f o r  a l l  manner o f  c o m p l a i n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f rom t h e  PPA,  

a b o u t  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  a c t  b u t  t h e  commiss ione r  o n l y  p a s s e d  

t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a l o n g  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  c o n c e r n e d  and  

p l a y e d  no  p a r t  i n  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  a c t  i n  o r g a n i z e d  muni- 

c i p a l i t i e s ,  H i s  main t a s k  was t o  a d m i n i s t e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

a c t ,  t h e  p u r c h a s e  and s a l e  o f  a l c o h o l  and  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  

f o r  government  v e n d o r s  who i n  t u r n  s o l d  it t o  d o c t o r s ,  d r u g g i s t s ,  

c le rgymen and  m u n u f a c t u r e r s .  

( To m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h e n ,  which had  a l r e a d y  been  d e p r i v e d  

o f  t h e  r e v e n u e  from l i q u o r  l i c e n s e s ,  was l e f t  t h e  f o r m i d a b l e  t a s k  

o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  act.'\ L a r g e r  c e n t r e s ,  l i k e  Vancouver ,  u sed  i 
I 

a  s p e c i a l  t a s k  f o r c e  known a s  t h e  " d r y  --- squad"  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  

a c t  i n  t h a t  c i t y  and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  made a n  a t t e m p t  t o  e n f o r c e  

t h e  a c t ,  even  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  s u s p e n d i n g  p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  

n e g l i g e n c e  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e i r  d u t i e s  b u t  i t  q u i c k l y  became 



a p p a r e n t  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  a c t  a t  r e a s o n a b l e  

c o s t  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e .  30 Mayor G a l e  o f  Vancouver  compla ined  t o  

John  O l i v e r  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  of' e n f o r c i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  h i s  c i t y  

was above  $100,000 a n n u a l l y .  31 I n  Grand F o r k s ,  a  s p e c i a l  p u b l i c  

m e e t i n g  was c a l l e d  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  commiss ione r s  

and  a t t e n d e d  by  many c i t i z e n s ,  I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  s e n d  a  w i r e  

t o  V i c t o r i a  u r g i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i c e  t o  unde r -  

t a k e  t h e  p o l i c i n g  o f  t h e  c i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e  "menace o f  i l l i c i t  

l i q u o r  t r a f f i c "  was beyond t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i -  

t i e s .  3 2 

The s a l e  o f  n e a r - b e e r  i n  b a r s  and  o f  l i q u o r  i n  d r u g s t o r e s  
. -- 

and government  s t o r e s ,  w h i l e  l e g a l ,  b r o u g h t  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  

p r o h i b i t i o n  i n t o  d i s r e p u t e  b e c a u s e  s u c h  s a l e s  d e g e n e r a t e d  s o  

e a s i l y  i n t o  q u e s t i o n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s .  With t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  l i q u o r  

l i c e n s i n g ,  t h e r e  was no  r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  s a l e  o f  n e a r - b e e r  

and  e v e n t u a l l y  t h e  government  began  t o  r e c e i v e  c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  

t h e  u n r e g u l a t e d  u s e  o f  t h e  d r i n k ,  A l s o ,  i f  a  h o t e l k e e p e r  was 

c a u g h t  s e l l i n g  r e a l  b e e r ,  b u t  c l a i m e d  h e  h a d  bough t  it a s  n e a r -  

b e e r ,  t h e  c o u r t s  found  it d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o s e c u t e  him s i n c e  t h e  

f a u l t ,  t h e n ,  i f  t h e  h o t e l k e e p e r  was h o n e s t ,  l a y  w i t h  t h e  b r e w e r  

who had  t h e  t e s t i n g  equ ipmen t .  A t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l  F a r r i s  

s t a t e d  t h a t  

t h e r e  h a s  been  a  v e r y  g e n e r a l  demand from t h e  mun ic i -  
p a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  t h a t  power b e  g i v e n  them t o  
l i c e n s e  and  r e g u l a t e  t h e s e  p l a c e s .  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e ,  t h e r e  a r e  no  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w h a t e v e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  
s a l e  o f  n e a r  b e e r ,  and I am s o r r y  t o  s a y  t h a t  i n  
t h e s e  u n r e s t r i c t e d  s a l e s  t h e  b e e r  h a s  a  way o f  
becoming a good d e a l  n e a r e r  t h a n  i t  s h o u l d  b e .  The re  
i s  n o t h i n g  t o  p r e v e n t  e v e n  t h e  y o u n g e s t  boys  and  
g i r l s  f rom p u r c h a s i n g  and  d r i n k i n g  n e a r  b e e r  i n  any  
o f  t h e  p l a c e s  v e n d i n g  s o f t  d r i n k s .  3 4  



L i k e  n e a r - b e e r ,  f l a v o u r i n g  e x t r a c t s  and p a t e n t  m e d i c i n e s  
,.- - 

' c o n t a i n i n g  a l c o h o l  began  t o  s e l l  u n u s u a l l y  w e l l  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

J, S c l a t e r  v o i c e d  h i s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  u s e  o f  

e x t r a c t s  i n  h i s  c o m m i s s i o n e r 3  r e p o r t  f o r  1 9 2 0 .  C u r i o u s l y  

enough ,  one  o f  t h o s e  who was a l l e g e d  t o  b e  p r o f i t i n g  f rom t h e  

sudden  boom i n  e x t r a c t  s a l e s  was W.H, M a l k i n ,  a  s t a u n c h  p r o h i -  

b i t i o n i s t .  I t  was s t a t e d  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  

M a l k i n ' s  e x t r a c t ,  known a s  P laykin ' s  Best,  p roduced  a  p e c u l i a r  

e f f e c t  c a l l e d  " j a z z y  j a g "  on t h e  u s e r ,  

D r u g g i s t s  and government  v e n d o r s  s o l d  l i q u o r  o n l y  t o  

Dersons  who were  ill and who h a d  o b t a i n e d  a  p r e s c r i p t i o n  form 

s i g n e d  by  a  d o c t o r  t o  Drove i t .  D o c t o r s  c h a r g e d  a b o u t  two 
_.__. - " -  -I.--- d. - 

d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  and  s e r v i c e  o f  making o u t  t h e  p r e s -  
. * .  I 
c r i p t i o n  /and it was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  one  u n s c r u p u l o u s  p h y s i c i a n  - \ 

- C .." ,. - _ _  C - . ., "..% --**.. --- 
i s s u e d  4100 p r e s c r i p t i o n s  i n  a  s i n g l e  month w h i l e  f o u r  o t h e r s  * -  

I--- .. .a- -* . "% x.- x-m-",_- ---=-- 

i s s u e d  o v e r  1 0 0 0  e a c h .  3 6  The i n f l u e n z a  e p i d e m i c  o f  December,  

1 9 1 8 ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t h e  volume o f  l i q u o r  s a l e s ,  

b u t  even  a f t e r  t h e  e p i d e m i c  was o v e r ,  s a l e s  s c a r c e l y  d e c r e a s e d ,  

Dur ing  1 9 1 9 ,  l i q u o r  was a p p a r e n t l y  n e c e s s a r y  "-.-. f o r  t h e  c u r e  o f  ." 

1 8 1 , 3  50 i n d i v i d u a l _  c a s e s  o f "  , i ~ ~ q e - s ~ & , ? ! , ? ! a , n ~ , e , r - ~ ~ o ~ .  - - I - -  - - -  7 / ~ o h n  

O l i v e r ' s  s e c r e t a r y  d e s c r i b e d  s a l e  by p r e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e s e  

t e r m s  : 

T h i s  s y s t e m  l e d  t o  w ide  a b u s e .  Toward C h r i s t m a s  
e s p e c i a l l y  it l o o k e d  a s  i f  a n  e p i d e m i c  o f  c o l d s  and 
c o l i c s  h a d  s t r u c k  t h e  c o u n t r y  l i k e  a  p l a g u e .  I n  
V a n c o u ~ ~ o ~ ~ u e u e s  a  quar-of a  m i l e  - l o n e  c o u l T  b e  
> e e n  - -  waltln_g a.IV----- t h e i r  .___PII t u r n  t o  e n t e r  t h e  l i q u o r  s t o r e s  

0 g e t . - ~ . x s  -- e d .  H i n d u s ,  C h i n e s e ,  and 
J a 6 a n e s e  v a r i e d  t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  a f f l i c t e d  o f  many 
r a c e s .  I t  was k a l e i d o s c o p i c  p r o c e s s i o n  w a i t i n g  i n  
t h e  r a i n  f o r  a  r e p l e n i s h m e n t  t h a t  would d r i v e  t h e  



chills away; and it was alleged that several doctors 
needed a little alcoholic liniment to soothe the 
writer's cramp caused by inditing their signatures 
at two dollars per line.38 

/' 
The weaknesses of the liquor by prescription method were tragi- 

cally illustrated when a returned soldier died in Victoria from 

the effects of consuming a quart of prescription rum, 39  A pro- 

hibition delegation immediately called on John Oliver demanding 

that offending doctors be prosecuted, The doctors themselves 

became concerned about their declining prestige and sent rep- 

resentatives to a meeting with Attorney General Farris late in 

1919. Farris stated flatly that the prescription system was 

being abused to sell liquor camouflaged as medicine and so the 

doctors demanded a new or revised liauor act. 40 Amendments to 

the Prohibition Act checked some of the abuses of the prescrip- 

tion system. Pads of printed, serially - numbered - - prescriptions - 
----A- ------ - -- 

were sent to doctors so that some record could be kept by the 
-" --- - 

government and the number of prescriptions for liquor a doctor - _- . -- --- _ .* " - 

could issue in a single month was reduced to one hundred. In 
% .- 

1920 the amount druggists were allowed to issue to any pre- 

scription holder, except one who lived more than five miles 

away from the nearest liquor vendor, was limited to - eight ounces. 
Attempts were made to circumvent these regulations and some 

prescription forms were even counterfeited but some reduction 

in the sale of prescription liquor was effected and by April, 

1920, at least nine doctors had faced prosecution in connection 

with liquor prescription irregularities. 41 

The rigamarole of the prescription system and the delay 

involved in importation made for a situation that played into 



t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  b o o t l e g g e r ,  B o o t l e g g i n g  h a d  e x i s t e d  S e f o r e  

p r o h i b i t i o n  and c o n t i n u e d  t h e r e a f t e r  b u t  w i t h  t h e  u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  

p r o f i t s  p o s s i b l e  u n d e r  a  d r y  r e g i m e ,  more men t h a n  e v e k  were  

a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .  

A s  e a r l y  a s  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 1 8 ,  h o t e l k e e p e r s  who were  t r y i n g  

t o  e k e  o u t  a  l i v i n g  f rom t h e  s a l e  o f  n e a r - b e e r  compla ined  t h a t  

b o o t l e g g e r s  i n  and a round  Vancouver  were  f l o u r i s h i n g .  4 2  - Boot- --- 

l e g g e r s ,  l i k e  o r d i n a r y  c i t i $ e n - z , =  ---_--- -- .--I__ " ---- I" were  
-*-~ ...-.. -", 

o f  i m p o r t a t i o n  and it 
---,-,- - "  - , 

was i m p o r t e d  i n t o  one  c e l l a r ,  4 3  I t  was a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t o  manu- --- - ._"^ -.sv---RI-.XI..-- --lT.- I 

f a c t u r e  o n e ' s  own l i q u o r  and t h e  PPA knew o f  a t  l e a s t  1 2 1  s t i l l s  

s e i z e d  by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  be tween  O c t o b e r ,  1917 and  March,  1 9 2 0 ,  

R i g h t  i n  downtown Vancouver  two s t i l l s  were  d i s c o v e r e d  and  were  

d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  "most a m b i t i o u s  moonshine d i s t i l l e r i e s  e v e r  

found  i n  o r  a r o u n d  Vancouver .  " 4 4  B o o t l e g g e r s  showed a f i n e  

i n g e n u i t y  i n  m a r k e t i n g  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s .  Some s a l o o n s  i n  V i c t o r i a  

k e p t  a  p i t c h e r  o f  l i q u o r  n e a r  t h e  s i n k  and i f  a  d e t e c t i v e  

a p p e a r e d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  were  s i m p l y  pou red  o u t ,  o r  w a t e r  was 

added  t o  t h e  l i q u o r  t o  p u t  i t s  l i q u o r  c o n t e n t  below t h e  2+% 

l i m i t ,  45 O t h e r s  t r a n s p o r t e d  wh i skey  by s e c u r i n g  b o t t l e s  u n d e r -  

n e a t h  f l o a t i n g  l o g s ,  I n  December o f  1920 ,  t h e  Vancouver  d r y  

squad  r a i d e d  108  b o o t l e g g e r s 1  j o i n t s ,  18  d i s o r d e r l y  h o u s e s  and  

c o l l e c t e d  $9 ,750  i n  l i q u o r  f i n e s .  4 6  The s e i z u r e  o f  huge  quan-  

t i t i e s  o f  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  a l r e a d y  h a r r a s s e d  

p o l i c e  w i t h  t h e  huge  t a s k  o f  moving t h e  l i q u o r  t o  government  

p r e m i s e s  and  p o l i c e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  newspaper  

r e q L u e s t i n g  h e l p .  On one  o c c a s i o n  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f f e r e d  t o  



h e l p e r s  was a  " d o l l a r  an  h o u r  and f r e e  wine  s m e l l s .  " 4 7  1 n e v i -  

t a b l y  bad  l i q u o r  found i t s  way i n t o  t h e  i l l i c i t  marke t  a s  w e l l  

and newspapers  o c c a s i o n a l l y  r e p o r t e d  d e a t h s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  f rom 

d r i n k i n g  i t ,  Brewers were  a l s o  c a u g h t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  f u n n e l  

t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  i n t o  t h e  b o o t l e g  m a r k e t ,  I n  1920 t h e  Union 

Brewing Company o f  Nanaimo was f i n e d  $1000 f o r  s e l l i n g  r e a l  

b e e r  d e s p i t e  t h a t  company's  p r o t e s t s  t h a t  t h e  o f f e n d i n g  beve-  

r a g e  was t h o u g h t  t o  b e  n e a r - b e e r ,  L ikewise  t h e  Canadian  P a c i f i c  

Wine Company was c o n v i c t e d  o f  s e l l i n g  l i q u o r  u n l a w f u l l y ,  f i n e d  

$1000 and i t s  e n t i r e  s t o c k  v a l u e d  a t  $237,000 was s e i z e d  by  

t h e  government .  

With s u c h  s t a g g e r i n g  amounts o f  money a t  s t a k e ,  b o o t -  

l e g g e r s  u sed  b r i b e r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s .  I n  a  s e n s a t i o n a l  

c a s e  i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  b o o t l e g g e r  

e x t e n d e d  t o  h i g h  p l a c e s .  L a t e  i n  1918 it was d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  

a f t e r  o n l y  a  few months i n  o f f i c e ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r o h i b i t i o n  

commiss ione r ,  W , C ,  F i n d l a y ,  had  succumbed t o  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  

t e m p t a t i o n s  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  b o o t l e g g i n g  b u s i n e s s  and  become 

i n v o l v e d  i n  i t  h i m s e l f ,  The c a s e  was an  i n t e n s e  embarrassment  

t o  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  f o r  F i n d l a y  had  been  a  l e a d i n g  member o f  t h e  

PPA i n  1 9 1 6  and  had  been  recommended by  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  p o s t  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  commiss ione r .  F i n d l a y  s u b s e q u e n t l y  was 

f i n e d  $1000 f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  answer  any  q u e s t i o n s  i n  c o u r t  and  

h e  a l s o  s p e n t  two y e a r s  i n  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y ,  A number o f  p r o -  

m i n e n t  c i t i z e n s  were  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c a s e  and  a t  l e a s t  two o f  

them l e f t  f o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Mayor Ga le  announced t h a t  

b e c a u s e  o f  p o l i c e  l a x i t y  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  a f f a i r ,  t h e  whole  



Vancouver p o l i c e  f o r c e  would b e  r e o r g a n i z e d  "from t o p  t o  

bo t tom,  "48 Day by day  g r o s s  v i o l a t i o n s  and c i r c u m v e n t i o n s  o f  

t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  and  made 

t h e  whole p r o h i b i t i o n  sys t em a  p u b l i c  s t e n c h .  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  - ---- --.I -* _._ 

c o u l d  q u o t e  f i g u r e s  t o  p rove  t h a t  c r i m e  was a c t u a l l y  d e c r e a s i n g  
. - . --*--*-*- 

b u t  t h e  s e n s a t i o  t h e  c r i m e s  commit ted  i n  

v i o l a t i o n  of  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  c r e a t e d  t h e  o p p o s i t e  p u b l i c  ... 

i m p r e s s i o n ,  49 

A f t e r  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  of 1920 

some p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  blamed t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  l a x i t y .  A d r y  w r o t e  

t h a t ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s  i n  191.6, "we , . , s a t  down and  

went t o  s l e e p ,  l v 5 '  I t  was t r u e  t h a t  a  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  p r o h i b i -  

t i o n i s t  a c t i v i t y  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  p r o h i b i t i o n  became a  r e a l i t y  
__- - 

and  a  number o f  WCTU l o c a l s  d i s b a n d e d  b u t  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

most  i n f l u e n t i a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  PPA, n e v e r  

" f e l l  a s l e e p "  f o r  a  moment, With p r o v i n c i a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  won, 

t h e  PPA was app roached  by t h e  Rev. James G ,  S h e a r e r  and  a s k e d  

t o  j o i n  t h e  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e  c o u n c i l a S 1  S h e a r e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

t h e  PPA c o u l d  h e l p  b r i n g  a b o u t  Dominion p r o h i b i t i o n  and  work 

on o t h e r  s o c i a l  p roblems s u c h  a s  c h i l d  w e l f a r e  and  t h e  

s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  b u t  t h e  PPA r e f u s e d ,  p r e f e r r i n g  

t o  c o n f i n e  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia and  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n .  

The PPA f e l t  t h a t  it had  f a t h e r e d  p r o h i b i t i o n  and  was 

d e t e r m i n e d  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  a  d r y  r e g i m e  was f e a s i b l e .  So many 

b e n e f i t s  h a d  b e e n  promised  as n a t u r a l  r e s u l t s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  

t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  f e l t  a  m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p rove  t h a t  



t h e  k i n d  o f  s o c i e t y  t h e y  wanted  was p o s s i b l e .  Thus t h e  PPA 

adop ted  a n  a l e r t  d e f e n s i v e  s t a n c e ,  An a t t a c k  on t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

a c t  o r  on p r o h i b i t i o n  was t r e a t e d  a s  a  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c k  by 

p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  and  p rompt ly  r e f u t e d .  A s  t h e  f r e q u e n t  v i o l a -  

t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  a r o u s e d  p u b l i c  i n d i g n a t i o n  t h e  

PPA h a d  one e s s e n t i a l  answers  a l l  t h a t  was needed  t o  make 

p r o h i b i t i o n  a  s u c c e s s  was e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  l a w s ,  The p u b l i c  

was r e q u e s t e d  t o  h e l p ,  " ' I t  must  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  n a t i o n a l  

o b l i g a t i o n  r e s t i n g  on a l l  good c i t i z e n s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  

en fo rcemen t  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  laws  which were  e n a c t e d  f o l l o w i n g  

a  d i r e c t  mandate  o f  t h e  p e o p l e , ' '  s a i d  D O N .  McLachl in  o f  t h e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  Board o f  Home M i s s i o n s  and  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e .  52 

The a t t e m p t  t o  e q u a t e  a  good c i t i z e n  w i t h  a n  i n f o r m e r  m e t  

w i t h  no  p u b l i c  a c c e p t a n c e  and  t h e  PPA i t s e l f  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  

become t h e  c h i e f  watch-dog o f  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  

The p a i d  s t a f f  o f  t h e  PPA now c a r r i e d  t h e  main r e s p o n -  

s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  work,  The e x e c u t i v e  commi t t ee  

s t i l l  i n c l u d e d  many o f  t h e  same bus ines smen  as members -- 
John  N e l s o n ,  J o n a t h a n  R o g e r s ,  D r ,  R .  T e l f o r d  -- and  s t i l l  

m e t  f a i r l y  o f t e n  b u t  t h e  f u n d - r a i s i n g ,  p ropaganda  and  i n v e s -  

t i g a t i o n  work was p l a c e d  i n t o  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  Rev. W . G , W .  

F o r t u n e ,  e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  work,  p ro -  

h i b i t i o n  r e t a i n e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t ,  I n  March, 1919 ,  



t h e  PPA c a l l e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  c o n v e n t i o n  w h i c h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

World,  " i n  numbers ,  e n t h u s i a s m ,  v i g o r  o f  u t t e r a n c e  and  a g r e s s i v e  

f i g h t i n g  s p i r i t  i t  e c l i p s e d  any g a t h e r i n g  y e t  h e l d .  1 t 5 3  F ive  o r  

s i x  hundred  d e l e g a t e s  a t t e n d e d  and p a s s e d  r e s o l u t i o n s  c a l l i n g  

f o r  Dominion p r o h i b i t i o n ,  b e t t e r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

p r o v i n c i a l  a c t  and an  e i g h t  ounce l i m i t  on l i q u o r  p r e s c r i p t i o n s ,  

A $10,000 b u d g e t  was c a l l e d  f o r  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

c a u s e  b u t  a s  i n  1918 when t o t a l  r e v e n u e  was o n l y  $2500,  l a r g e  

amounts  o f  money d i d  n o t  come i n  and W .  F o r t u n e  had  a  d i f f i c u l t  

t i m e  r a i s i n g  enough money f o r  s a l a r i e s ,  r u n n i n g  e x p e n s e s  and  

r e n t  which J o n a t h a n  Rogers  now saw f i t  t o  impose on t h e  PPA 

o f f i c e s ,  

The PPA a p p o i n t e d  i t s e l f  t h e  watch-dog o f  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  

With t h e  h e l p  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  

i n f o r m e r s ,  b u s y b o d i e s  and  p a i d  d e t e c t i v e s ,  t h e  PPA k e p t  a  c l o s e  

eye  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t .  O u a n t i t i e s  o f  

l i q u o r  coming i n t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e  were  c l o s e l y  w a t c h e d ,  a s  James 

S c l a t e r ,  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  commiss ione r ,  was in fo rmed .  

We a r e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  know when any  l i q u o r  comes i n  
u n l e s s  it i s  s h i p p e d  u n d e r  f a l s e  m a n i f e s t  and  w i l l  

54  k e e p  you p o s t e d  as t o  t h e i r  coming. 

The a l m o s t  s i n g l e - h a n d e d  e f f o r t  by  t h e  PPA t o  e n s u r e  t h e  

e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  l aws  b o g g l e s  t h e  mind. To h a r d - c o r e  ---- 

p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  t h e  end  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  meant t h e  d e f e a t  o f  ---- ". --- -̂ .yllL..III..~ 7-- - - 
t h e i r  a s c e t i c  wor ld-v iew which t h e y  h e l d  t o  b e  t h e  i d e a l  f o r  a l l  

*" p--llll-- - rx----'C I--- ----. -- -- 1_1.--- I__ , I  

o f  s o c i e t y ,  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  f a i l e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  s i m p l e  s o l u t i o n s  

l i k e  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s o l v i n g  s o c i a l  p roblems i n  a n  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  complex and  q r b a n i z e d  s o c i e t y ,  o n l y  c r e a t e d  new 



o n e s ,  Tandberg c o u l d  have  had  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  i n  mind when h e  

a c i d l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h o s e  who h e l d  t h a t  " i f  t h e  God o f  p r o g r e s s  i s  

n e g l e c t i n g  h i s  d u t y ,  a s  h e  e v i d e n t l y  i s  t h e r e  i s  b u t  one t h i n g  

t o  do -- e n f o r c e  him!" 5 5 

I n  any  c a s e ,  when p r o h i b i t i o n  came, t h e  PPA went  r i g h t  t o  

work t o  make s u r e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  u n d e r s t o o d  what  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

a c t  meant and t h e n  obeyed i t ,  I n  January,  *19 18-,  ... a leE:ttt.er went  _ 1. - *  

o u t  t o  a  f i  y e a - u e s t i n k  .-a*L---- t h a t  t h e  -.. -,---.+.-- management l a s s  
I---- *.**__ 

i b i t i o n  a l o n g  t o .  C h i n e s e  and J a p a n e s e  emplo- 

y e e s  w h ~  -mi&h_T n ~ t  have f u l l y . - m d e r ~ t . q + .  5 6 

L i t e r a l l y  s c o r e s  o f  l e t t e r s  were  w r i t t e n  and  r e c e i v e d  by  

t h e  PPA i n  a t t e m p t s  t o  d e t e c t  v i o l a t i o n s  and v i o l a t o r s  o f  t h e  

p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t ,  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e a l i z e  t o  what l e n g t h s  

t h e  PPA went t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  and f o u r  e x c e r p t s  

from t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a r e  shown t o  empha- 

s i z e  t h e  p o i n t ,  The f i r s t  l e t t e r  i s  from an  i n f o r m e r  i n  

Armstrong.  

I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  when you were  h e r e  l a s t  you s t a t e d  
t o  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  Committee t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was any  
s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  law was b e i n g  b r o k e n ,  
you would s e n d  someone t o  l o o k  i n t o  t h e  c a s e .  From 
what  I h a v e  s e e n  l a t e l v  I am o f  t h e  o ~ i n i o n  t h a t  a 

------, ----.--. . -- 
~ h > ~ a _ - ~ > ~ - ~ a  - s u p E & y ~ ~ - x ~ o o g . s -  . . .- haire no  pF6of 
o f  any  l l q u o r  b e i n g  h a n d l e d  b u t  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t  t h i s  
c h i n a m a n ' s  a c t i o n s  a r e  s h a d y .  57 

A more s p e c i f i c  t i p - o f f  came from P e n t i c t o n .  

L a s t  week . . . a  whole  c a r l o a d  o f  wh i skey  h a s  been  
s h i p p e d  i n  h e r e ,  . . . & h e  ( a  M r .  A b b o t t )  had  it 
h a u l e d  and p u t  i n t o  t h e  c e l l a r  o f  h i s  p r i v a t e  r e s i -  
dence  ( o v e r  6 0 0  c a s e s ) .  Now o f  c o u r s e  we know o t h e r s  
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  E . . . much o f  it no  doub t  
w i l l  go t o  t h e  S o u t h e r n  Okanagan, where t h e  camps 
a r e .  



I was wonder ing  i f  t h i s  i s  n o t  a good o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  h a v e  a  p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  s e n t  h e r e ,  f o r  most  o f  u s  
h a v e  n o  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  o u r  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e .  5 8 

I n f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  by l e t t e r  o r  by  word-of-mouth was f o r -  

warded by t h e  PPA t o  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  commiss ione r  a s  a  l e t t e r  t o  

J ,  S c l a t e r  i n d i c a t e s ,  The town u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  A l b e r n i .  

A t  t h e  E a t i n g  House and Ark H o t e l  g u e s t s  a s k  f o r  b e e r  
and  o p e n l y  s a y  "we do n o t  want  t h e  2 $ % ,  we want  t h e  
r e a l  t h i n g .  'I The answer  was " I h a v e  t h e  r e a l  s t u f f , "  
and t h e y  were  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  same, 

T r u s t i n g  you w i l l  b e  a b l e t t o  do s o m e t h i n g  t o  m i n i -  
m i s e  t h i s  e v i l  and t o  b r i n g  t h e  g u i l t y  p a r t i e s  t o  
j u s t i c e ,  5 9  

S c l a t e r  d u t i f u l l y  r e p l i e d  t h a t  

it  i s  n o t  a  m a t t e r  f o r  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  d r u n k e n n e s s  
i s  r i f e  a t  A l b e r n i  when l i q u o r  c a n  b e  i m p o r t e d  i n t o  
t h e  P r o v i n c e  by any  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  who c a r e s  t o  
do s o  i n  any  q u a n t i t y  h e  p l e a s e s ,  Drunke=_e_sei,sL.JI 
am s o r r y  t o  s a y  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  A l b e r n i  and s o  l ~ n g  -- -~-a  -.+- - <? . -**.. ---.--- , " .*,* "- 

a m h e  p r e s e n t  Act  r e m a i n s  i n  e f f e c t - - ~  .doe n o t  s e e  how 
&%nXenness i s  tb b e  p r e v e n t e d ,  

, . . I would p o i n t  o u t  t o  you t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a d i f f i -  
c u l t  m a t t e r  t o  d e l u d e  any  p e r s o n  i n t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  
2&% b e e r  i s  t h e  " r e a l  s t u f f " ;  i f  I may s o  p u t  i t ,  it 
i s  one  o f  t h e  " t r i c k s  o f  t h e  t r a d e "  o f  t h o s e  who d e a l  
i n  n e a r  b e e r ,  60 

The PPA f e l t  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  s i m p l y  were  n o t  

showing s u f f i c i e n t  z e a l  i n  e n f o r c i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n  and  c a r r i e d  on 

a  v e r b a l  b a t t l e  w i t h  t h e  community p o l i c e  f o r c e s .  The p o l i c e  

c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e y  were  hams t rung  by l a w s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  p e r m i t  

them t o  s e a r c h  p e r s o n s  o r  p r e m i s e s  w i t h o u t  a  w a r r a n t ,  o r  t o  

o b t a i n  e v i d e n c e  by a c t i n g  a s  c i v i l i a n s  l o o k i n g  f o r  b o o t l e g  

l i q u o r ,  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  u r g e d  t h e  u s e  o f  " s t o o l  p i g e o n s "  t o  

overcome t h e s e  l e g a l  h a n d i c a p s .  61 P o l i c e  and  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  

became i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  PPA c r i t i c i s m s .  Mayor Todd 



o f  V i c t o r i a  a s k e d  t h e  d r y s  t o  s t o p  j u s t  c r i t i c i z i n g  and  t o  b e g i n  

h e l p i n g  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  62 I n  Vancouver ,  I n s p e c t o r  S u t h e r l a n d  

d e n i e d  claims by t h e  d r y s  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e  w a s  l a x .  6 3  For  

t h e i r  p a r t  t h e  PPA a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n f l u e n c e  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s  i n  

f a v o r  o f  men t h o u g h t  more d e t e r m i n e d  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  law.  64 The 

a s s o c i a t i o n  a l s o  o c c a s i o n a l l y  h i r e d  p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e s  and 

encouraged  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  commiss ioner  t o  do  l i k e w i s e ,  S c l a t e r  

r e j e c t e d  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n .  By 1 9 2 0  S c l a t e r  was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  

p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  was i n e s f e c t i v e .  An a c t  t h a t  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  

u s e  o f  t a l e - b e a r e r s  and  p a i d  i n f o r m e r s  f o r  i t s  e n f o r c e m e n t  was 

n o t  w o r t h  k e e p i n g ,  

S c l a t e r ' s  c r i t i c a l  view o f  t h e  ~ r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  was i n  

' a cco rd  w i t h  a growing  number o f  government  members. John  O l i v e r ,  - 

who had  s u p p o r t e d  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  1916 s a i d ,  "I h a v e  n e v e r  been  

d runk  i n  my l i f e  a n d  am no  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  b u t  I 
, -- 

have  l i v e d  . -. l o n g  enough t o  know t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  

e n f o r c e d  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  p u b l i c  
... 

f e e l i n g .  " b S  Even b e f o r e  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  r evoked  t h e  
..- 
a n t i - i m p o r t a t i o n  m e a s u r e ,  t a l k  began i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a b o u t  

a  c o m p l e t e  r e v i e w  o f  l i q u o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  The 

F i n d l a y  c a s e ,  e a r l y  i n  1 9 1 9 ,  p roduced  rumours  t h a t  a  m a j o r  

change  i n  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  was coming and a  d e l e g a t i o n  

v i s i t e d  O l i v e r  i n  March t o  p e t i t i o n  f o r  a  change  away from p ro -  

h i b i t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  p r e m i e r  was non-commi t t a l ,  66 L a t e r  i n  t h e  

y e a r  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l  F a r r i s  h i n t e d  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  a b u s e s ,  t h e  

a c t  had  t o  b e  changed  and  t h a t  a  r e f e r e n d u m  was l i k e l y .  67 E a r l y  

i n  1920 t h e  L i b e r a l  government  t a l k e d  o n l y  a b o u t  f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c -  



t i o n s  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a c t  b u t  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a c t  

q u i c k l y  came i n t o  t h e  open ,  I n  s e c o n d i n g  t h e  a d d r e s s  i n  r e p l y  

t o  t h e  s p e e c h  from t h e  t h r o n e ,  W,H. S u t h e r l a n d ,  L i b e r a l  member 

from R e v e l s t o k e ,  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  b e  a g a i n  s u b m i t t e d  

t o  t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h  c l e a r - c u t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  -- bone-dry  l e g i s l a -  

t i o n  o r  government  c o n t r o l  of t h e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r ,  68 Mrs. Ralph 

Smi th ,  whose l a t e  husband  had  s u p p o r t e d  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  p a s t  

and who now s a t  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a s  an  I n d e p e n d e n t ,  s u p p o r t e d  

t h e  i d e a  o f  a  r e f e rendum and  a n o t h e r  member, J,S. Cowper, who 

had  s u p p o r t e d  p r o h i b i t i o n  ~ r ~ e v i o u s P v ,  now s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t  

was a  f a i l u r e  and  t h a t  h e  opposed i t s  r e t e n t i o n  a s  l a w .  69 o n l y  

George B e l l ,  a  s t u r d y  M e t h o d i s t  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t ,  p e r s i s t e d  i n  h i s  

c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  a c t  was p r o d u c i n g  b e n e f i c i a l  r e s u l t s  s u c h  

a s  r e d u c i n g  c r i m e  and t h a t  no  r e f e r e n d u m  was n e e d e d ,  o n l y  b e t t e r  

law e n f o r c e m e n t .  He was p a r t i c u l a r l y  opposed  t o  government  

c o n t r o l ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  "I hope  t h e  day  w i l l  n e v e r  come when t h e  

p e o p l e  and government  o f  t h i s  p r o v i n c e  w i l l  s e e k  t o  make a 

p r o f i t  o u t  of t h e  s u f f e r i n g  and  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  o t h e r s .  ,170 

A few d a y s  a f t e r  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  was made a d e l e g a t i o n  o f  
,- 

a b o u t  f i f t y  p e r s o n s  f rom t h e  PPA c a l l e d  on t h e  p r e m i e r  and made 

a n  i n c r e d i b l e  demand, The PPA wanted  n o t h i n g  less t h a n  t h e  

r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  

by  t h r e e  i n d e p e n d e n t  commiss ione r s  who would b e  a l l o t t e d  s p e c i a l  

powers .  The new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  would b e  

removed from t h e  o r d i n a r y  mach ine ry  o f  government  
w i t h  a  b o a r d  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  c i t i z e n s  i n  c h a r g e ,  
c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e i r  own l e g a l  and  p o l i c e  m a c h i n e r y ,  71  

I n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t  it was e v i d e n t  t o  t h e  government  



t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h  t h e  PPA and t a l k  

a b o u t  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  i n c r e a s e d .  

Hammering o u t  t h e  terms o f  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  d e l a y e d  a n y  

{ o f f i c i a l  government  announcement  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  t hough  it must  

b e  c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  d e l a y  was n o t  c a u s e d  b y  any  government  

d e s i r e  t o  make t h e  t e r m s  a s  l u c i d  a s  p o s s i b l e .  A t  t h e  end  o f  

March A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  F a r r i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a  r e f e r e n d u m  would 

d e f i n i t e l y  b e  h e l d ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  Augus t .  E a r l y  i n  A p r i l  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  word ing  o f  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  b a l l o t  was r e l e a s e d .  

V o t e r s  would b e  a s k e d  

Which do you p r e f e r ?  

1, The p r e s e n t  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t .  

2 ,  An a c t  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  government  
c o n t r o l  and  s a l e  i n  s e a l e d  p a c k a g e s  o f  s p i r i t o u s  
and m a l t  l i q u o r s ? 7 2  

An a u r a  o f  n o v e l t y  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  government  con-  

t r o l  which t h e  government  d i d  n o t  remove by any  f u r t h e r  c l a r i -  

f i c a t i o n ,  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  opposed  government  c o n t r o l  b e c a u s e  

it would p u t  t h e  government  i n  t h e  l i q u o r  b u s i n e s s  which  t h e y  
I S  

c o n s i d e r e d  d i s r e p u t a b l e  b u t  i n  f a c t  t h e  government  was a l r e a d y  

i n  it and t h e  p r o f i t s  d e r i v e d  f rom l i q u o r  s a l e s  by p r e s c r i p t i o n  

h a d  b e e n  s u b s t a n t i a l  and  p r o b a b l y  p l a y e d  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  

o f  t h e  i d e a  o f  government  c o n t r o l .  7 3  George B e l l  a t  t h e  i n s t i -  

g a t i o n  o f  t h e  PPA a t t e m p t e d  t o  h e a d  o f f  government  c o n t r o l  a s  

a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  on t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  b a l l o t  by  moving t h a t  t h e  

B r i t i s h  Columbia government  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  bone-  

d r y  law p r o v i s i o n  b u t  h i s  m o t i o n  was l o s t  i n  amendments t h a t  

f o l l o w e d .  



With t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  r e f e rendum b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t h e  

L i b e r a l  government  emphas ized  t h a t  it was n o t  t a k i n g  s i d e s  on 

t h e  q u e s t i o n .  "I c a n ' t  d i s c u s s  P r o h i b i t i o n  from a  p e r s o n a l  

a n g l e , "  s a i d  John O l i v e r ,  "because  it would l o o k  a s  i f  I s p o k e  

f o r  t h e  Government and t h e  Government i s  c h i e f l y  a n x i o u s  t o  

have  t h e  u n a s s i s t e d  view o f  t h e  p e o p l e  on t h e  m a t t e r .  I I  7 4 

The re  was ,  however ,  l i t t l e  doub t  a s  t o  which s i d e  t h e  L i b e r a l s  

were  on .  The p a r t y  had  s u p p o r t e d  
.-- - - - - -  

.) 

p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  a  number o f  I 
i p r e v i o u s  e l e c t i o n s  and t h i s  s u p p o r t  was now wi thd rawn .  I n  t 1 

Kamloops t h e  p r e m i e r  warned t h a t  i f  t h e  a c t  c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  i 
i 

r e f e r e n d u m ,  law e n f o r c e m e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  would become s u c h  / . - 

t h a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government  migh t  h a v e  t o  c r e a t e  i t s  own 
," . 

I 
p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  
-" 11 " "  I 

75 Government c o n t r o l  had  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a  new 
I* 

p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p  c a l l e d  t h e  Modera t ion  League and  it  - .. _ _ -__\ 

was t h i s  g r o u p  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  PPA t h a t  now had  t h e  e a r  o f  t h e  

government ,  A v o t e r  on t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  was f a c e d  w i t h  c h o o s i n g  

be tween  a  d i s c r e d i t e d  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  and  a n  u n t r i e d  and  unde- 

f i n e d  s y s t e m  c a l l e d  government  c o n t r o l .  O u t s i d e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

a g i t a t i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  new l i q u o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  Modera t ion  League ( M L )  i n  1 9 2 0 .  The ML 

f i r s t  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  e a r l y  i n  1 9 1 9 ,  M o d e r a t i o n i s t s  c l a i m e d  

t h e y  d i d  n o t  want a  r e t u r n  t o  wide-open d r i n k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  b u t  

t h a t  it was o b v i o u s  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  was d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  

" b e s t  i n t e r e s t s "  o f  s o c i e t y ,  b o t h  " s o c i a l l y  and  e c o n o m i c a l l y ,  1176 

I n s t e a d  o f  b a r s ,  t h e  ML a d v o c a t e d  t h e  s a l e  o f  l i g h t  w ine  and 

b e e r  w i t h  meals a t  r e s t a u r a n t s  and t h e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r  o n l y  

t h r o u g h  government  s t o r e s ,  A m o d e r a t i o n i s t  d e p u t a t i o n  v i s i t e d  



t h e  p r e m i e r  i n  March,  1 9 1 9 ,  and a s k e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  r e f e r e n d u m  

on t h e  l i q u o r  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  p r e m i e r  r e p l i e d  t h a t  no r e f e r e n -  

dum would b e  h e l d  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g .  7 7  M o d e r a t i o n i s t s  grew 

more and more d i s g u s t e d  by t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  PPA and  p ro -  

h i b i t i o n  l aws  i n  what t h e y  h e l d  t o  b e  p r i v a t e  m a t t e r s  and  e a r l y  

i n  1920 t h e  Modera t i on  League emerged w i t h  a  new v i g o r .  On 

F e b r u a r y  4 a  l e t t e r  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  newspape r s  s i g n e d  by  

C h a r l e s  Wi l son ,  a  p rominen t  Vancouver  l a w y e r ,  c a l l i n g  on a l l  

" t h o s e  who r e a l i z e  t h e  d a n g e r  t o  l i b e r t y "  t o  o r g a n i z e  and 

b r i n g  s u c h  p r e s s u r e  t o  b e a r  upon t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  i n  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  t o  be  s u b m i t t e d  
t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  t o  them t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s a y  w h e t h e r  a  s a n e ,  t e m p e r a t e  and 
s a f e  l aw s h a l l  b e  p l a c e d  upon t h e  s t a t u t e  b o o k s ,  
g i v i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government  a  mandate  t o  s e l l  
l i q u o r .  , . . 7 8 

T h i s  
-- 

r a l l y i n g  c a l l  r e a c t i v a t e d  t h e  Modera t i on  
-. - -  League,  

Henry 0 .  B e l l - I r v i n g , .  a  .- p r o s p e r o u s  . - Vancouver  f i s h  c a n n e r ,  

became cha i rman  and o t h e r  i n f l u e n t i a l  p e r s o n s  who p l a y e d  l e a d i n g  

r o l e s  i n c l u d e d  l a w y e r s  and  p rominen t  m i l i t a r y  men. The s u p p o r t  i i 
o f  S i r  C h a r l e s  H. Tupper  and  W a l t e r  S c o t t ,  a  f o r m e r  p r e m i e r  o f  j 

I 

Saska t chewan ,  gave  a d d i t i o n a l  p r e s t i g e .  R e t u r n e d  s o l d i e r s  \ 
1 
! 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and l a b o r  a l s o  p l a c e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on ML 

79 c o m m i t t e e s ,  

W i t h i n  a  month t h e  ML h e l d  a  w e l l - a t t e n d e d  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  

i n  Vancouver which was a d d r e s s e d  by Tupper  and  o t h e r s  and  t h e  

m e e t i n g  went  on r e c o r d  a s  f a v o r i n g  a  s y s t e m  o f  government  con- 

t r o l  and t h e  s a l e  o f  l i q u o r  by  p e r m i t . 8 0  The League was d e f i -  

n i t e l y  n o t  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  r e t u r n  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  t h e y  h a d  

e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  p r o h i b i t i o n .  I n  V i c t o r i a ,  a  g r o u p  complementary  



,' 
t o  t h e  Modera t ion  League was c a l l e d  L i b e r t y  League,  and  t h e  two 

l e a g u e s  worked t o g e t h e r  a l t h o u g h  t h e  ML a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a much 

s t r o n g e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  The aim o f  t h e  L i b e r t y  League was s t a t e d  

i n  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  L i b e r t y ,  and was t o  work f o r  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y ,  

a  l i b e r t y  which would a l l o w  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  a c t  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  h i s  own c o n s c i e n c e ,  8 1  

The c h o i c e  o f  t h e  name "Modera t ion"  League was n o t  o r i g i n a l  

f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  had  been  used  i n  Ouebec 

i n  1 9 1 9  and p o s s i b l y  e l s e w h e r e ,  b u t  it was a  b r i l l i a n t  s e l e c t i o n  

n o n e t h e l e s d f o r  u n d e r  s u c h  a  t i t l e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  many d i f f e r e n t  
-0- 

i n t e r e s t  a-_ ___-__-.A- g r o u k s  -- - -- w ~ o s s i b l e  -a"------- and -.--.---p m o d e r a t i o n  hagiAttap- 
L-- - 

a t t r a c t i v e  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  c o m p l e t e l y  l a c k e d .  
"*".%-."w 7 - -9- --. > 5 ".. * * .." ,**.....--.."-,.Me, --m.-------."-, 

A c t u a l l y  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  t e r m  "modera t ion"  a s  b o t h  a  name and a  

s l o g a n  f o l l o w e d  c l o s e l y  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

movement which had  l o n g  o p e r a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  name o f  t h e  " temper-  

ance"  movement, 

The growing  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  ML became e v i d e n t  when a 

d e l e g a t i o n  l e d  by  C h a r l e s  Wi lson  c a l l e d  on t h e  p r e m i e r  i n  mid- 

March b e f o r e  t h e  government  had  made any  o f f i c i a l  announcement 

on t h e  r e f e rendum q u e s t i o n .  * *  The d e l e g a t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  s a l e  

o f  l i g h t  wine  and  b e e r  w i t h  mea l s  and  l i q u o r  u n d e r  government  

s a l e  by p e r m i t ,  P e r m i s s i o n  t o  d r a f t  a  new l i q u o r  b i l l  was 

a l s o  a s k e d  f o r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  PPA had  had  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  i n  t h e  

p a s t .  I n  r e p l y i n g ,  O l i v e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  government  w a s  f a c e d  

w i t h  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e s :  t h a t  t h e  government  a c c e p t  a  new 

l i q u o r  a c t  a s  d r a f t e d  by  t h e  ML; t h a t  t h e  government  d r a f t  i t s  

own b i l l  w i t h i n  t h e  f ramework s u g g e s t e d  by t h e  ML; o r ,  t h a t  t h e  



government  d r a f t  a  b i l l  a s  government  p o l i c y ,  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

PPA was n o t  even  t o  b e  c o n s u l t e d  was a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  

d e c l i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  government .  

P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  f a i l e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  

b e i n g  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  ML and c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  League a s  n o t h i n g  

more t h a n  a  f r o n t  f o r  t h e  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s  -- " t h e  same o l d  

crowd u n d e r  a  new name," s t a t e d  one  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t .  83 The 

l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  League were  o b v i o u s l y  r e s p e c t a b l e  men b u t  it 

was c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was h e a v i l y  f i n a n c e d  by  

b r e w e r s  and h o t e l m e n ,  and  even  by t h e  wine  i n t e r e s t s  o f  F r a n c e .  

I n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  League one  b r e w e r  a p p a r e n t l y  u s e d  t h e  

p h r a s e  " o u r  m o d e r a t i o n  l e a g u e "  and  t h a t  was p r o o f  enough f o r  

t h e  PPA.84 However, i n  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  campaign t h a t  f o l l o w e d  

t h e  ML a p p e a r e d  more c a u t i o u s  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  i t s  money t h a n  d i d  

t h e  PPA. The ML d e n i e d  any  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s  

and i n  f a c t  p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  l i q u o r  b u s i n e s s  were s p e c i -  

f i c a l l y  b a r r e d  f rom membersh ip ,  85 Brewers  made t h e i r  own 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  government  and opposed  government  c o n t -  

r o l .  8 6 

A f t e r  a  b r i e f  f l u r r y  o f  c o n v e n t i o n  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  

' '-2 1 9 2 0  b o t h  t h e  ML and t h e  PPA began  t o  a w a i t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  

announcement a s  t o  e x a c t l y  when t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  would b e  h e l d .  

Both s i d e s  p l a n n e d  t o  campaign v i g o r o u s l y  o n l y  t h e  l a s t  few 

weeks p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m ,  Uncer ta in l t_ l !_~revai led  - - - -  -- ~ -- u n t i l  - --- 

September  - 1 0  when  t h e -  d.xte..-h~as-seL&-~~Zsb, 

I n  t h e  meant ime ML and  PPA w o r k e r s  improved t h e i r  r e s -  

p e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  and r a i s e d  f u n d s .  The 



PPA method o f  fund  r a i s i n g  was t o  a s s e s s  towns and  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  

a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  money and l e a v e  it up  t o  t h e  l o c a l  commi t t ee  

t o  c o l l e c t  i t ,  I n  t h i s  way Vancouver  was a s s e s s e d  f o r  $16 ,000 ,  

Nanaimo $ 6 5 0 ,  P e n t i c t o n  $600 ,  e t c .  The S p e n c e r s  d o n a t e d  $1000 

t o  t h e  PPA a s  d i d  W , H .  M a l k i n ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  bus ines smen  gave  

lesser  amoun t s ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  a r e a s  r a i s e d  t h e  q u o t a  a s s e s s e d  them 

and t h e  PPA c o n s t a n t l y  found  i t s e l f  i n  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y ,  8 7 

I n  V i c t o r i a ,  Rev, R , M ,  Thompson, who was i n  c h a r g e  o f  a  PPA 

o f f i c e  t h e r e ,  a d m i t t e d  e a r l y  i n  September  t h a t  h e  h a d  been  a b l e  

t o  r a i s e  o n l y  $200 and t h a t  " a  c a n v a s s  o f  t h e  bus ines smen  h a s  

n o t  y e t  been  u n d e r t a k e n ,  "88 W . G .  F o r t u n e  compla ined  o f  t h e  

f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  a  p rominen t  Vancouver  

bus inessman 

I am f r e e  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  it [ i s ]  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  
r a i s e  f u n d s  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a n  
e v e r  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  So many seemed c a r r i e d  away w i t h  
t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  Government C o n t r o l .  8 9 

N e v e r t h e l e s s  it was t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  PPA t h a t  i f  t h e  f a c t s  

were  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  t h e y  would u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  v o t e  f o r  

p r o h i b i t i o n  and money was pou red  i n t o  t h e  campaign s o  u n s t i n -  

t i n g l y  t h a t  when it was a l l  o v e r  t h e  PPA found  t h a t  it h a d  

s p e n t  $30,000 and w a s  $9 ,000  i n  d e b t .  9 0 

Remembering l a b o r  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  times p a s t  t h e  PPA h i r e d  

one  T ,  R i c h a r d s o n  t o  v i s i t  l o g g i n g ,  f i s h i n g  and m i n i n g  a r e a s ,  

c u l t i v a t e  t h e  good w i l l  o f  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  and " o r g a n i z e  t h e  

l a b o r  v o t e r s ,  "'l Seasoned  p r o h i b i t i o n  v e t e r a n s ,  l i k e  Wi l l i am 

Savage  and  D r .  T e l f o r d ,  a l s o  t o u r e d  t h e  p r o v i n c e  h o l d i n g  a s  

many m e e t i n g s  a s  p o s s i b l e .  The p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  a g a i n  c o u n t e d  on 



and  r e c e i v e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  c h u r c h e s ,  The 

~ r i t i s h  Columbia M e t h o d i s t  C o n f e r e n c e ,  f o r  example ,  p a s s e d  a 

mo t ion  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 9 2 0  a p p r o v i n g  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  PPA 

and u r g i n g  a l l  M e t h o d i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  i t ,  9 2 

ML methods were  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  PPA, By mid- 

summer o r g a n i z e r s  were  work ing  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  and one o f  them 

chanced  t o  t r a v e l  on t h e  same t r a i n  a s  W .  Savage ,  Savage  w r o t e  

t h e  PPA o f f i c e  f rom F e r n i e  t h a t  h e  h a d  gone a f t e r  t h e  "Wet" 

w i t h  "hammer and t o n g u e s  ( s i c ) ,  - "' P e r s o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  , how- 

e v e r ,  d i d  n o t  p l a y  a  l a r g e  p a r t  i n  t h e  campaign and t h e  Sun - 
commented on r e f e r e n d u m  day  t h a t  on t h e  whole t h e  campaign h a d  

been  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by a  "commendable f reedom from p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  1194 

A f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  o f  Oc tobe r  t h e  campaign grew i n  i n t e n s i t y .  

Both s i d e s  employed t h e  u s u a l  methods o f  s p r e a d i n g  p ropaganda :  

f r e q u e n t  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  newspaper  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  and  d o o r - t o -  

d o o r  c a n v a s s i n g .  The PPA campaign a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  been  b o t h  

more e x t e n s i v e  and more e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  ML, 9 5  F a r  

more p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  were h e l d  by t h e  PPA and  t h e y  were o f t e n  i n  

l a r g e  r e n t e d  h a l l s  and  a u d i t o r i u m s ,  l i k e  Dominion H a l l .  The ML 

used  l e s s  e x p e n s i v e  f a c i l i t i e s  and  even  s c h o o l  basemen t s  and 

o n l y  seldom h e l d  Sunday m e e t i n g s ,  wh ich ,  however ,  was a lways  a  

v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p ropaganda  day  f o r  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s ,  b o t h  i n  

and  o u t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s .  When it came t o  newspaper  a d v e r t i s i n g  

t h e  PPA had a  momopoly on a d v e r t i s i n g  i n  t h e  World;  i n  t h e  - Sun, 

which was c e r t a i n l y  a g a i n s t  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  t h e  PPA a d v e r t i s e d  a s  

much i f  n o t  more t h a n  t h e  ML. 



The PPA s t r a t e g y  was t o  emphas i ze  t h a t  " P r o h i b i t i o n  h a s  

p roved  . , . a  b l e s s i n g  t o  many i n  t h i s  p r o v i n c e "  and  t h a t  gov- 

e rnmen t  c o n t r o l  would r e s t o r e  u n d e s i r a b l e  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  9 6 

Arguing  i n  o v e r - s i m p l i f i e d  t e r m s  t h a t  a  government  and  a  p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r  p l a y e d  s i m i l a r  r o l e s  a  PPA a d v e r t i s e m e n t  a s k e d ,  " I f  t h e  

po l i ceman  who p a t r o l s  H a s t i n g s  S t r e e t  owned a  l u c r a t i v e  s a l o o n  

b u s i n e s s  t h e r e ,  how many t i m e s  would t h e  k e e p e r  b e  p u l l e d ? "  9 7 

The ML campaign was b u i l t  on t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o n  

was u n e n f o r c e a b l e  and  t h a t  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  s h o u l d  b e  

r e p e a l e d ,  " [ ~ e o p l e l  w i sh  t o  s e e  a  p e r i o d  p u t  t o  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  law on a  w h o l e s a l e  s c a l e , "  w r o t e  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a  

C o l o n i s * ,  a  newspaper  t h a t  backed  t h e  ML. 98 A t y p i c a l  a d v e r -  

t i s e m e n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  what  was needed  was 

t h e  i n c u l c a t i o n  o f  t r u e  t e m p e r a n c e  p r i n c i p l e s  c o n s i s -  
t e n t  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y  and t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
c a u s e s  o f  t h e  d e p l o r a b l e  l o s s  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  t$g  l a w s  
o f  t h e  l a n d  e n g e n d e r e d  by t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  A c t .  

A t  f i r s t ,  t h e  Sun r e p o r t e d ,  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  campaign was - 
s t a g e d  b e f o r e  a n  a p a t h e t i c  a u d i e n c e ,  loo U n l i k e  t h e  1916 cam- 

p a i g n ,  t h e r e  was s c a r c e l y  a n y  h e c k l i n g .  To t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

ML a p a t h y  c o u l d  e a s i l y  p l a y  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  

p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  and  a t t e m p t s  we re  made t o  overcome i t ,  One ML 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t  r e a d  

APATHY 

The G r e a t e s t  Enemy o f  Freedom 
Whether you a r e  a  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  o r  f o r  
M o d e r a t i o n  and  Government C o n r o l ,  do  y o u r  
d u t y  by  B r i t i s h  Columbia and 

I n  t h e  l a s t  few p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  b e f o r e  v o t i n g  day  b o t h  s i d e s  

r e p o r t e d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  and  w i d e s p r e a d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  



r e s p e c t i v e  v iews  and  b o t h  t h e  ML and t h e  PPA p r e d i c t e d  v i c t o r y  

f o r  t h e i r  s i d e ,  I f  PPA l e a d e r s  had  any  i n k l i n g  o f  t h e  imminent 

d e f e a t  o f  t h e i r  c a u s e  t h e y  gave  no  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  i t ,  d e s p i t e  

some w a r n i n g s  from t h e i r  own w o r k e r s ,  A l e t t e r  t o  ~ r o h i b i t i o n  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  from a  d o o r - t o - d o o r  c a n v a s s e r  gave  some i n d i c a t i o n  

o f  p u b l i c  f e e l i n g  a b o u t  p r o h i b i t i o n  and showed t h a t  t h e  watch-  

dog a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  PPA had  made a n  i m p r e s s i o n  on t h e  p u b l i c  

o p p o s i t e  t o  what had been  i n t e n d e d ,  

Dur ing  t h i s  week I h a v e  been  d e v o t i n g  a  good d e a l  o f  
t i m e  T O  c a n v a s s i n g  i n  my d i s t r i c t s  E I found  t h e  main 
a rgument  advanced  bv t h e  n e u t r a l s  & o p p o s i t i o n  was 
t h e  non-enforcement  o f  t h e  Act E t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  it 
was b e t t e r  t o  t u r n  o v e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l i q u o r  
t r a f f i c  t o  t h e  Government,  . , . The - - g e n e r a l  - - --- - -- f e e l i - n g  - - - - 
seems t o  b e  t h a t  it was- up to t h e  _ P r o h i b i t i o n _ P a r t y  
r u m - T h a t  €Tie p r o  i o n s  o f  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  Act  -- - ---- - - 
were  _ - -  . e n f o r c e d  . ~ i i ?  

When t h e  b a l l o t s  had  a l l  been  c o u n t e d  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  
-- I 

were  s t u n n e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e y  had  been  ove rwhe lming ly  
, 

. .. 
,,'- 

d e f e a t e d  by a  v o t e  o f  9 2 , 0 9 5  t o  5 5 , 4 4 8 ,  lo3  I n  t h e  e n t i r e  p ro -  

v i n c e  o n l y  t h e  r u r a l  c e n t r e s  o f  C h i l l i w a c k  and Richmond v o t e d  
--. * - c - w X _ _ _ _ _ _  

i n  f a v o r  o f  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t ,  The Okanagan a r e a  

had  l o n g  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  b u t  now v o t e d  f o r  govern-  

ment c o n t r o l  by a na r row m a r g i n ,  Both V i c t o r i a  and  Vancouver 

v o t e d  f o r  government  c o n t r o l  by  m a r g i n s  o f  a b o u t  two t o  o n e ,  -- - _  - . _ + .  

When t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  v o t e  were  known c o n s i d e r a b l e  

a s t o n i s h m e n t  was e x p r e s s e d  a t  t h e  outcome,  "I a m  s u r p r i s e d , "  

s a i d  John  O l i v e r ,  "I e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  Act would 

h a v e  been  approved  by t h e  e l e c t o r s ,  f f  1 0  4 For  t h e  m o d e r a t i o n i s t s  

t h e  s u r p r i s e  was a  p l e a s a n t  one .  They had been  c o n f i d e n t  o f  

w inn ing  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  b u t  had  been  i n  d o u b t  a b o u t  



o t h e r  a r e a s .  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  had  been  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  women, 
J 

" v o t i n g  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  would s u p p o r t  p r o h i b i t i o n  and  were  

b i t t e r l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  t h e  women s o  o b v i o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d  \ .-__ _____ _ --.- __- -- ---- -- - 
7 

government  cpgtr_aP, W, F o r t u n e  compla ined  o f  t h e  " i m m a t u r i t y  j 
I _ - I -  

o f  g i r l  v o t e r s "  t h a t  had  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i -  
/ 

t i o n  a c t .  lo5 Because o f  t h e  s l i c k  campaign o f  t h e  ML " t h e  

p e o p l e  were  d e c e i v e d ,  good p e o p l e ,  c h u r c h  p e o p l e .  . , . 11106 

I n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f a s h i o n ,  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  

r e f e r endum r e s u l t  a s  o n l y  a t e m p o r a r y  s e t - b a c k ,  n o t  a  d e f e a t ,  

The e x e c u t i v e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  PPA was q u o t e d  a s  s a y i n g  t h a t  

we f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  w i t h i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e  t h e r e  w i l l  
b e  a  d e s i r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  undo what  
t h e y  h a v e  done  t o d a y ,  , , . The e l e c t o r s  h a v  r e a t e d  
a  s t e w  i n  which  t h e y  must  s i z z l e  f o r  a  t i m e ,  707  

A few d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  v o t i n g ,  250 V i c t o r i a  d r y s  h e l d  a  c o n s o l a -  

t i o n  b a n q u e t .  "A  l i t t l e  d o w n h i l l  r u n  w i l l  g i v e  i m p e t u s  f o r  

t h e  r u s h  o v e r  t h e  t o p , "  s t a t e d  Mrs. S p o f f o r d  o f  t h e  WCTU, i n  

1 0  8 
... 

a n  a f t e r - d i n n e r  s p e e c h ,  

I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  what  was most  i m p o r t a n t  a s  f a r  a s  

,,. p r o h i b i t i o n  was c o n c e r n e d  was how t h e  government  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  

v o t e ,  Brewers  and m o d e r a t i o n i s t s  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  government  b o t h  

b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  t o  a l l o w  t h e  open s a l e  o f  l i g h t  

' wine  and b e e r  b u t  t h e  government  s p u r n e d  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n .  Pro-  

h i b i t i o n i s t s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  

" d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  b u t  d i s a ~ p o i n t m e n t  a t  i t s  non- 

e n f o r c e m e n t , "  b u t  t h e  L i b e r a l  government  t h o u g h t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  1 0 9  

The v o t e  had  b e e n  a g a i n s t  p r o h i b i t i o n  and t h a t  s y s t e m  was now 

a t  a n  e n d ,  O l i v e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  r e f e r e n d u m  v e r d i c t  a s  



n e i t h e r  a  demand f o r ,  o r  a n  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f ,  a  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  b a r  o r  t h e  s a l o o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  a n  i n s t r u c t i o n  
t o  t h e  government  t o  make a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u s e ,  l i q u o r  i n  
r e a s o n a b l e  q u a n t i t i e s  and a t  r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e s ,  s u b j e c t  
t o  r e s t r i c t i o n s  which w i l l  p r e v e n t  a b u s e s . l 1 • ‹  

The p r e m i e r "  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  B r i t i s h  Columbians  d i d  n o t  

want  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s a l o o n  o f  t h e  p r e - p r o h i b i t i o n  p e r i o d  was 

c o r r e c t  and  was b o r n e  o u t  i n  a n o t h e r  p l e b i s c i t e  h e l d  i n  1924 i n  

which t h e  q u e s t i o n  was one  o f  r e o p e n i n g  b a r s  f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f  

b e e r  and  i t  was v o t e d  down. I n  v iew o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  l a c k  o f  

~ o p u l a r  sympathy f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  had  made t h e  a c t  a l m o s t  impos- 

s i b l e  t o  e n f o r c e ,  it was c u r i o u s  t h a t  O l i v e r  now i n t r o d u c e d  a  . ?< 

new government  c o n t r o l  o f  l i q u o r  s a l e s  a c t  c o n t a i n i n g  r e s t r i c -  

t i o n s  e q u a l l y  u n p o p u l a r ,  A l l  n e a r - b e e r  b a r s  would now h a v e  t o  

c l o s e  b e c a u s e  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a n  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e  was 

changed  t o  any  l i q u i d  c o n t a i n i n g  1% p r o o f  s p i r i t s  i n s t e a d  o f  

t h e  2$% l i m i t  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  d a y s .  By a p p e a l i n g  to ~ t t a w & ~ ~ - t J e  -. e 

p r o v i n c i a l  government  had  t h e  r i g h t  o f  p r i v a t e  i m p o r t a t i o n  
L- . 

removed and  h e n c e f o r t h  l i q u o r  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  p u r c h a s e d  i n  s e a l e d  

packages  f rom a  government  l i q u o r  s t o r e  by a  p e r s o n  who had  

f i r s t  o b t a i n e d  a  l i q u o r  p e r m i t .  I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  when t h e  

l i q u o r  q u e s t i o n  was r e d u c e d  t o  one  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  r e v e n u e  t h e  

government  c o u l d  show a n  amazing a l a c r i t y  i n \ p r o d u c i n g  l e g f s l a -  

t i o n  t h a t  complemented t h a t  g o a l ,  War v e t e r a n s  p u b l i c l y  

denounced  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  new a c t  and  s t a t e d  t h e i r  

i n t e n t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  s e l l i n g  b e e r  i n  t h e i r  c l u b s ,  The b o o t -  

l e g g e r  found  h i s  m a r k e t  n o t  g r e a t l y  d i m i n i s h e d ,  t h o u g h  h e  would 

h a v e  t o  move more c a r e f u l l y  now s i n c e  h i s  t r a d e  i m p a i r e d  

government  income.  W r i t i n g  a b o u t  l i q u o r  l a w s  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  



government  c o n t r o l  a  l e g a l  e x p e r t  warned t h a t  

t h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  s w e l l  t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  t h e  government  
monopoly c a u s e s  t h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  l a c k  a n y  m o r a l  
o r  p o p u l a r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b a c k i n g ,  . . . 1 1 2  

A s  f o r  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a c t  it was t o  r ema in  i n  f o r c e  - ---...AI.-- - ---------,-. 
+ -- 

- u n t i l  J u n e  1 5 ,  1 9 2 1  and on t h a t  d a t e  p r o h i b i t i o n  s l i e p e d  q u i e t 1 2  . -1___,---"1-,__ - _.. I e x  .",_ % -------I--- - -....-I 

o u t  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  On t h a t  day  t h e  Sun r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
* . - ~. . *. .<- ,.-T,.-.--L*"" - 

P r o h i b i t i o n  i s  gone and  Modera t i on  i s  h e r e .  A t  
m i d n i g h t  e v e r y  h o t e l  and j i t n e y  b a r  c l o s e d  i t s  
d o o r s  on t h e  s a l e  o f  n e a r - b e e r ,  A t  11 a.m. t o d a y  
t h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia e n t e r s  t h e  l i q u o r  
b u s i n e s s .  1 1 3  

The whole  a f f a i r  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  c r e a t e  much o f  a s t i r .  "No 

one  seems t o  b e  v e r y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  i t ,"  w r o t e  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  

Sun,  " S t r a n g e l y  enough men a r e  g o i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  t h i s  - 
morning  j u s t  a s  u s u a l  . , . "'14 There  was ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o  p l a c e  

t o  c e l e b r a t e ,  



CONCLUSION 

Temperance sentiment in British Columbia was provoked by 

the social problems that accompanied the loosely controlled 

liquor outlets and this sentiment was further encouraged by the 

-', churches as they grew stronger in the developing province, 

Early temperance feeling expressed itself in the coming of 

temperance societies and restrictive liquor legislation, 'what --- - 

British Columbians wanted was a smooth-working, prosperous 

society based on an acceptable moral standard. 

The prohibition movement overlapped with this social , 

ideal at many points and was acceptable enough as a movement 

of social betterment even to the point of local control over 

the question of permitting the licensing of saloons. The 

fact that the Liberal party, in its platform, linked prohibi- 

tion with progressive reforms like extending the franchise to 

women and the elimination of government corruption, gained 

additional support for local option and prohibition legislation. 

Leadership of the prohibition movement came from merchants, 

businessmen and professional men of the middle class, The great 

majority of these prohibitionists were members of the Baptist, - 
Methodist and Presbyterian churches although there were also 

many Presbyterians as well as most Anglicans and Roman Catholics 

who favored restrictive liquor legislation rather than prohibi- 

tion and the Anglican and Presbyterian churches represented the 



two c h u r c h e s  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  memberships  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  

Brewers and ho te lmen  a l o n g  w i t h  many members o f  t h e   oder ration 

League ,  p e o p l e  who o p e n l y  f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  were 

f r e q u e n t l y  members o f  t h o s e  c h u r c h e s  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e f i n e  

t emperance  a s  m o d e r a t i o n ,  O p p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t i o n  a l s o  came -- _q___q__n_-- 

/- 
f rom p e o p l e  o u t s i d e  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  members o f  o r g a n i z e d  

l a b o r ,  Al though t h e  t emperance  movement had  begun a s  a  move-- .. - 

ment o f  mora l  r e f o r m ,  t h e  d e b a t e  on t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  q u e s t i o n  1 
was c a r r i e d  on i n  t e r m s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  p a t r i o t i s m ,  j u s t i c e  and 

economics ,  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  war  and  i t s  a f t e r m a t h ,  
-- 

T h a t  e x t e n s i v e  s u p p o r t  f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  e x i s t e d  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia was i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  Dominion p r o h i b i -  

t i o n  p l e b i s c i t e  o f  1898 ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l o c a l  o p t i o n  p l e b i s c i t e  

o f  1 9 0 9  and  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p r o h i b i t i o n  r e f e rendum o f  1916 ,  a l l  

o f  which r a n  i n  f a v o r  o f  r e s t r i c t i n g  o r  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  l i q u o r  

t r a f f i c ,  However, b e f o r e  World War I ,  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  f o r c e s  

i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  were  n o t  a s  p o w e r f u l  a s  s i m i l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

e l s e w h e r e  i n  Canada and  were  u n a b l e  t o  g a i n  a  p r o v i n c i a l  l o c a l  

o p t i o n  l a w ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  were  g r a d u a l l y  b e i n g  

d r i e d  up  by s u c h  l a w s ,  

The o u t b r e a k  o f  World War I c r e a t e d  an  emergency s i t u a t i o n  

and t h e  p e o p l e  and  government  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia and  i n d e e d ,  

o f  Canada,  were f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n  o f  c o n s e r v i n g  

a l l  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  -- money, manpower, f o o d s t u f f s  -- f o r  

t h e  war  e f f o r t .  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t  p ropaganda  s k i l l f u l l y  e x p l o i t e d  

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  by  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  i n t e r f e r e d  

w i t h  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l  e f f i c i e n c y  and t h e  economic s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  



n e f a r i o u s  t r a d e  any  l o n g e r .  When peace  r e t u r n e d  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  

f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  ended a c t  became n o t o r i o u s  f o r  t h e  way 

i n  which it was e i t h e r  c i r c u m v e n t e d  o r  v i o l a t e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  

t h e  way it was e n f o r c e d , '  Temperance s e n t i m e n t  was a l s o  a f f e c t e d  

by  a  pos t -war  pess imism toward  a l l  e f f o r t s  p romot ing  o r  c l a i m i n g  

t o  promote  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  m o r a l  

o v e r t o n e s ,  l i k e  p r o h i b i t i o n .  P r o h i b i t i o n i s t s  f o u g h t  h a r d  t o  

r e t a i n  t h e  a c t  b u t  t h e y  were  c o m p l e t e l y  d e f e a t e d  and  p r o h i b i t i o n  

was r e p e a l e d ,  
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