
DICK A N D  JANE I N  CANADA: 

A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE LITERACY CURRICULUM 

I N  BRITISH COLUMBIA ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, 1945-1960 

A l l a n  Luke 

B. A . ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1972 

H. A. ( E d u c a t i o n ) ,  Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1980 

THESIS SUBMITTED I N  PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF 

THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

i n  t h e  F a c u l t y  

o f  

E d u c a t i o n  

@ A l l a n  Luke 1986 

SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY 

December i 986 

A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d .  T h i s  ~ o r k  may n o t  b e  
r e p r o d u c e d  i n  whole  o r  i n  p a r t ,  by p h o t o c o p y  

o r  o t h e r  means, w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  of t h e  a u t h o r  



APPROVAL 

Name : 

Degree : 

T i t l e  o f  Thesis:  

Examining Commi t t e e  

Chai rperson : 

A l l a n  A. J. Luke 

Doctor o f  Phi losophy 

Dick and Jane i n  Canada: A C r i t i c a l  Ana lys is  
o-f the L i t e r a c y  Cur r icu lum i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia 
Elementary School s, 1945-1 960 

S. de Caste1 1  
Senior Superv isor  

K. Egan 
Professor  

R. M. Coe 
Associate Pro fessor  

P. Delany 
Professor  
Facu l ty  o f  A r t s ,  Dept. o f  Eng l ish  

T. Aoki 
6976 Eeechwood S t r e e t  
Vancouver, 6. C.  V6P 5V3 

Date approved November 24,  1986 

i i 



PARTIAL COPYRIGHT LICENSE 

I hereby grant  t o  Slmon Fraser Un ive rs i t y  the r i g h t  t o  lend 

my thesis,  p ro jec t  o r  extended essay ( t he  t i t l e  o f  which i s  shown below) 

t o  users o f  the Simon Fraser Univers i ty  L lbrary,  and t o  make p a r t i a l  o r  

s i ng le  copies only f o r  such users o r  i n  response t o  a request from the 

l i b r a r y  o f  any o ther  un ive rs i t y ,  o r  other educational I n s t i t u t i o n ,  on 

i t s  own behalf o r  f o r  one o f  I t s  users. I f u r t he r  agree t h a t  permission 

f o r  m u l t i p l e  copying o f  t h l s  work f o r  scho lar ly  purposes may be granted 

by me o r  the Dean o f  Graduate Studies. I t  i s  understood t h a t  copying 

o r  publication o f  t h i s  work f o r  f i nanc ia l  gain sha l l  not be allowed 

wi thout  my w r i t t e n  permission. 

T i t l e  o f  Thesls/Project/Extended Essay 

D I C K  AND JANE I N  CANADA: A C R I T I C A L  A N A L Y S I S  O F  THE L I T E R A C Y  CURRICULUM 

I N  B R I T I S H  COLUMBIA ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, 1945-1960 

Author: - - 
" 

(s ignature)  

A l l a n  A .I 1 1 r k ~  

( name 1 

(date 



ABSTRACT 

T h i s  s t u d y  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  

r e a d i n g  and l i t e r a c y - r e l a t e d  compe tences  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia e l e m e n t a r y  

s c h o o l s ,  1 9 4 5  t o  1960. T h e o r i e s  and methods  f rom t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  t h e  

c u r r i c u l u m  and t h e  d i s c o u r s e  a n a l y s i s  o f  n a r r a t i v e s  a r e  used.  The c u r r i c u l u m  

is  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  p o s t n a r  B r i t i s h  Columbia e d u c a t i o n a l  

p o l i c y  and t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  on l i t e r a c y  and s c h o o l i n g .  T h r e e  

t e x t b o o k  series a r e  examined: t h e  U.S. d e v e l o p e d  C u r r i c u l u m  F o u n d a t i o n  

Readers ,  and  t h e  Canad ian  d e v e l o p e d  Canad ian  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  and Canad ian  

S o e l l e r s .  The h i s t o r i c a l  deve lopmen t  o f  e a c h  series is t r a c e d ,  w i t h  

p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s  on  dominan t  t r e n d s  i n  a p p l i e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h ,  

c u r r i c u l u m  development ,  and  t e x t b o o k  p u b l i s h i n g  and marke t ing .  S e l e c t e d  

n a r r a t i v e s  u sed  t o  t e a c h  r e a d i n g  a r e  examined and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be t i i een  

i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  and  d i s c u r s i v e  form is d i s c u s s e d .  T h i s  is f o l l o w e d  by a  

r e v i e w  o f  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c u r r i c u l a r  documents,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i r e c t i v e s ,  and  , 

p u b l i s h e r s '  manua l s  on  t h e  o f f i c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t e a c h i n g  t h e s e  t e x t b o o k s .  

The s t u d y  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  p o s t n a r  c u r r i c u l u m  p a s s e d  on  t o  c h i l d r e n  a  

s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l l y - b a s e d  v a l u e s ,  k n o n l e d g e s  and l i t e r a t e  

competences .  
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C h a p t e r  1 .  INTRODUCTION 

1 ,  0 .  A i m s :  A c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of h i s t o r i c a l  c u r r i c u l a  
f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  l i t e r a c y  

T h i s  is a  s t u d y  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l a  f o r  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g  and l i t e r a c y - r e l a t e d  competences.  The o b j e c t s  o f  s t u d y  

a r e  s e l e c t e d  b a s a l  r e a d i n g  and s p e l l i n g  t e x t s  used i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia p r imary  

s c h o o l s  from 1950 t o  1960.  The a ims  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  a r e  twofold:  first, t o  

e s t a b l i s h ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  what coun ted  a s  r e a d i n g  and, i n  g e n e r a l ,  n h a t  

counted a s  s c h o o l - a c q u i r e d  l i t e r a t e  competence d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n  q u e s t i o n ;  

and second, t o  e s t a b l i s h  n h e t h e r ,  how, and t o  what e f f e c t  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  

e x p r e s s e d  i d e n t i f i a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  i d e o l o g i e s .  The s t u d y ,  then,  

is a  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of c u r r i c u l a ,  u t i l i z i n g  methods from t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  

t h e  c u r r i c u l  urn, a l o n g  n i  t h  l i t e r a r y  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  of t e x t  

a n a l y s i s .  

I n  C h a p t e r  1 ,  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  a s sumpt ions ,  method and background a r e  

o u t l i n e d .  S e c t i o n  1 . 1 .  e x p l a i n s  hon t h e  s t u d y  e x t e n d s  from and c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  

r e s e a r c h  on p r o b l e m a t i c  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of l i t e r a c y .  S e c t i o n  1.  2. 

d e t a i l s  a s s u m p t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  i d e o l o g y  i n  c u r r i c u l u m ,  and r e g a r d i n g  l i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n  a s  a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  S e c t i o n  1 .  3. l a y s  o u t  a  

me thodo log ica l  framework f o r  t h e  c r i t i q u e  of  h i s t o r i c a l  c u r r i c u l u m  which 

c o n s i d e r s  ( a )  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  t e x t b o o k  a u t h o r s h i p  and p r o d u c t i o n ;  ( b )  

i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  between d i s c o u r s e  form and i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  of c u r r i c u l a r  

t e x t s ;  and ( c )  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of h i s t o r i c a l  

t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s ,  of  o f f i c i a l l y  p r e s c r i b e d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  

t e x t s .  S e c t i o n  1 . 4 .  r e v i e w s  r e l e v a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  background f o r  s i t u a t i n g  t h e  

c u r r i c u l u m  i n  q u e s t i o n  and S e c t i o n  1 .5 .  d e s c r i b e s  t e x t s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  a n a l y s i s .  



1 .  1 .  J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  I s s u e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  q u a l i t y  o f  l i t e r a c y  

Hor ld  Har 11, l i k e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  war, had r e v e a l e d  t o  e d u c a t o r s  and p o l i c y  

makers a p p a r e n t  d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y - l o n g  e f f o r t  t o  a c h i e v e  u n i v e r s a l  

l i t e r a c y  via m.ass compul so ry  s c h o o l i n g .  T e s t s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  U. S. army 

r e c r u i t s ,  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  p o p u l a r  p r e s s  and t e a c h e r s '  j o u r n a l s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  

i n d i c a t e d  h i g h  r a t e s  o f  " f u n c t i o n a l  i l l i t e r a c y " .  I n  consequence ,  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  UNESCO, t h e  U.S. N a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  S t u d y  o f  

Educa t ion ,  and  l a t e r  t h e  OECD a l l o c a t e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  

l i t e r a c y  and t h e  deve lopmen t  and  e x p a n s i o n  o f  l i t e r a c y  p rog rams  i n  b o t h  

d e v e l o p e d  and d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  ( H i c k ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  Yet t h e  s p a t e  o f  s t u d i e s ,  

p r o p o s a l s  and  p rograms  - h i g h l i g h t e d  by l e a d i n g  American r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r  

H i l l i a m  S. G r a y ' s  (19561 i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  UNESCO - begged f u n d a m e n t a l  

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  and  u s e s  o f  l i t e r a c y  i n  modern s o c i e t y .  I n  t h e  

h e a d l o n g  r u s h  t o  bet ter  a c h i e v e  u n i v e r s a l  l i t e r a c y ,  many r e s e a r c h e r s ,  

e d u c a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and  t e a c h e r s  t e n d e d  t o  p r e s u p p o s e  a s  

n o n p r o b l e m a t i c  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  and i n d i v i d u a l  b e n e f i t s  o f  l i t e r a c y .  

The h i s t o r i c a l  deve lopmen t  and  s o c i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  l i t e r a c y ,  t h e n ,  

remained a  r e l a t i v e l y  minor  c o n c e r n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  t h i s  p o s t w a r  

e r a ,  r h o  i n  t h e  main were p r e o c c u p j e d  r i t h  c u r r i c u l a r  r e s e a r c h  and  program 

development  t a s k s .  I n  Canada, however, s e v e r a l  m a j o r  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  works 

a d d r e s s e d  t h e s e  c o n t e n t i o u s  matters: f i r s t ,  e c o n o m i s t  Haro ld  A. I n n i s '  The 

B i a s  o f  Communicat ion (19511 ,  e x p l o r e d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g i e s  on  c u l t u r a l ,  economic,  and  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A 

d e c a d e  l a t e r ,  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c  M a r s h a l l  McLuhan - d r a w i n g  l i b e r a l l y  f rom I n n i s '  

work - s p e c u l a t e d  o n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and c o g n i t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  l i t e r a c y  i n  The 



Gutenbers  Galaxy ( 1 9 6 2 ) .  I n  B r i t a i n ,  Richard  Hoggar t ,  f o u n d e r  of t h e  C e n t r e  

f o r  Contemporary C u l t u r a l  S t u d i e s  a t  Birmingham U n i v e r s i t y  and l a t e r  d i r e c t o r  

of UNESCO, p u b l i s h e d  The Uses of L i t e r a c y  (19581,  a n  e x p l o r a t i o n  of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  l i t e r a c y  t o  s c h o o l i n g ,  mass c u l t u r e  and s o c i a l  c l a s s .  

F i n a l l y ,  Goody's  L i t e r a c y  i n  T r a d i t i o n a l  . S o c i e t i e s  ( 1 9 6 8 )  opened t h e  s t u d y  of 

l i t e r a c y  t o  a  r a n g e  of  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  methods. Examining a  r a n g e  of c r o s s -  

h i s t o r i c a l  and c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  d a t a  on l i t e r a c y ,  Goody and H a t t  (1968)  

s u p p o r t e d  t h e  U c l u h a n / I n n i s  h y p o t h e s i s  r e g a r d i n g  s o c i a l ,  c o g n i t i v e  and 

c u l t u r a l  e f f e c t s  i n t r i n s i c  t o  t h e  development of l i t e r a c y  i n  a  g i v e n  c u l t u r e .  

S i n c e  Goody and H a t t ' s  work, and contemporaneous  demographic r e s e a r c h  

( e . g . ,  S c h o f i e l d ,  19691, s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  and a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  have amassed a  

r ange  of  d a t a  on t h e  a c t u a l  h i s t o r i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  l i t e r a c y  i n  t h e  l e s t  

s i n c e  a n t i q u i t y .  Resea rch  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  Sweden, France ,  B r i t a i n ,  t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s  and Europe h a s  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  t a s k  o f  d e m y s t i f y i n g  l i t e r a c y  ( c f .  

Gra f f ,  1982) .  T h i s  h a s  i n v o l v e d  what s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n  Gra f f  (1983)  c a l l s  a  

" s t r i p p i n g "  p rocess :  a  s e p a r a t i o n  of  h i s t o r i c a l  " l i t e r a c y  myths" - a l l e g e d  

moral, p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and economic a t t r i b u t e s  of  l i t e r a c y  - from a c t u a l  . 
h i s t o r i c a l  c o n c o m i t a n t s  and e f f e c t s .  

S o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  used t h e  t o o l s  of  demographic  and s o c i o l a g i c a l  

a n a l y s i s ,  a s  a g a i n s t  n a r r a t i v e  approaches ,  t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  s p r e a d  of l i t e r a c y  

among t h e  g e n e r a l  populace .  T h i s  t a s k  r e q u i r e d  t h e  su rmount ing  of  a  ma jor  

me thodo log ica l  problem: t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of  h i s t o r i c a l l y  v a l i d  c r i t e r i a  o f  

l i t e r a c y .  Having d i s c a r d e d  a c c o u n t s  which p resupposed  t h e  unques t ioned  moral 

and c u l t u r a l  v a l u e  of l i t e r a c y ,  and s k e p t i c a l  of  c o n v e n t i o n a l  c r i t e r i a  o f f e r e d  

by e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  ( e . g . ,  l e v e l s  of  s c h o o l  achievement ,  e x a m i n a t i o n  and 

test  r e s u l t s ) ,  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  had t o  g e n e r a t e  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  s t a n d a r d  w i t h  



n h i c h  t o  j u d g e  r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y  nho n a s  " l i t e r a t e "  ( G r a f f ,  1 9 8 6 ) .  G r a f f  ( 1979)  

and C r e s s y  ( 1 9 8 0 1 ,  f o l l o n i n g  e a r l i e r  a o r k  by L o c k r i d g e  ( 1 9 7 4 )  on  c o l o n i a l  Nen 

England ,  t u r n e d  t o  c e n s u s  f i g u r e s  and  s i g n a t u r e s  o n  l e g a l  documen t s  i n  a n  

a t t e m p t  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l i t e r a c y  i n  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  Upper Canada 

and 1 6 t h  and  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  Eng land  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e s e  and  o t h e r  a n a l y s e s  

s u c c e e d e d  i n  s h o n i n g  t h a t  t h e  e x t e n t  and  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  l i t e r a c y  had been  

o v e r e s t i m a t e d  and ,  moreover ,  t h a t  l i t e r a c y  i n  a n d  o f  i t s e l f  may have  n o t  been  

a  p r ime  h i s t o r i c a l  a g e n t  o f  s o c i a l  and  economic  deve lopmen t .  The f a l l a c i o u s  

e q u a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a c y  n i t h  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  p r o g r e s s  G r a f f  ( 1 9 8 2 )  l a b e l s  " t h e  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  paradigm".  

Yet t h i s  s c h o l a r s h i p  was i t se l f  b a s e d  o n  a  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  l e a p  of  f a i t h :  

i n  t h e i r  move t o  i s o l a t e  l i t e r a c y  a s  a  e m p i r i c a l l y  v e r i f i a b l e  phenomenon, 

s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  t e n d e d  t o w a r d s  a  r e d u c t i o n i s t  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  

f u n c t i o n s  and  u s e s  o f  a  complex  h i s t o r i c a l  t e c h n o l o g y .  Hence t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  

is p r e m i s e d  o n  a  n a r r o r l y  q u a n t i t a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  what  c o u n t e d  a s  

l i t e r a c y  i n  g i v e n  c u l t u r e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  e p o c h s  (e .  g . ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  

t o  s i g n  l e g a l  documen t s ) .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h i s  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t u r n  . 
y i e l d e d  t h e  i n s i g h t  t h a t  o p e r a n t  c r i t e r i a ,  and  f o r m a l  and  i n f o r m a l  s e t t i n g s  

f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  and  u s e  o f  l i t e r a c y  h a v e  v a r i e d  a i d e l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t i m e ,  

p l a c e ,  a n d  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t .  

S u r v e y i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a ,  R e s n i c k  and  R e s n i c k  ( 1 9 7 7 )  n o t e  t h a t  

l i t e r a c y  c a m p a i g n s  i n  n a t i o n  s t a t e s  h a v e  t y p i c a l l y  s p e c i f i e d  d i v e r g e n t  

c r i t e r i a  f o r  b o t h  " l e v e l s "  ( q u a n t i t y )  and " k i n d s "  ( q u a l i t y )  o f  l i t e r a c y .  One 

i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i v i s t  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  

o f  l e v e l s  o f  a d e q u a t e  compe tence  i n  r e a d i n g  and  w r i t i n g  and  o f  a d e q u a t e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h o s e  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  w i t h i n  a  g i v e n  p o p u l a c e  i n v o l v e s  



normat ive  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  nho s h o u l d  a c t u a l l y  p o s s e s s  l i t e r a t e  competence, 

and t o  n h a t  e n d s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  k i n d s  and l e v e l s  of  l i t e r a t e  competence s h o u l d  

f u n c t i o n  n i t h i n  a  g i v e n  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t .  The h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d ,  moreover, 

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h o s e  s e c u l a r  and n o n - s e c u l a r  f i g u r e s  charged  by t h e  s t a t e ,  

church  and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  n i t h  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d i s b u r s e m e n t  of l i t e r a t e  

competence have been s i t u a t e d  i n  a  p r e s c r i p t i v e  s o c i a l  r o l e .  I n  f a c t ,  n o t e  

Graff  (19861,  Johnson ( 1 9 7 6 )  and o t h e r s ,  i n  some i n s t a n c e s  t h e  assumpt ion  of  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  by fo rmal  s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  l e d  t o  a p p a r e n t  d e c l i n e s  i n  l i t e r a t e  competence among t h e  g e n e r a l  

populace.  

S o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  seem a c u t e l y  aware t h a t  t h e i r  q u a n t i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  

g e n e r a t e d  a  r a n g e  of  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a u a l i t v  of  l i t e r a c y .  

Speaking a t  a  co l loqu ium a t  t h e  H i s t o r y  of E d u c a t i o n  s o c i e t y ,  Gra f f  (1983)  

argued t h a t  t h e  t a s k  of  c o l l a t i n g  d i v e r s e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a t a  y i e l d e d  by s o c i a l  

h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  mas well undernay,  and t h a t  l e v e l s  and s p r e a d  of b a s i c  

l i t e r a c y  h a v i n g  been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  t a s k  a t  hand mas t o  d e t a i l  more e x a c t l y  

m a t t e r s  of  h i s t o r i c a l  a u a l i t y  o f  l i t e r a c y .  F o r  example: i n  p o s t n a r  B r i t i s h  

Columbia, c e n s u s  d a t a  e n a b l e  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of  l e v e l s  of  " f u n c t i o n a l  

i l l i t e r a c y "  among t h e  a d u l t  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  r o u g h l y  6 . 7 6  p e r  c e n t ,  j u d g i n g  by 

c o n v e n t i o n a l  c e n s u s  d a t a  on t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of  f i v e  y e a r s  of  fo rmal  e d u c a t i o n  

( Verner, 1964; see T a b l e  1 . 1 . ) .  T h i s  done, n h a t  r emains  moot is t h e  k ind  of  

l i t e r a c y  " c o m p l e t i o n  of g r a d e  5" o r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  " a b i l i t y  t o  s i g n  o n e ' s  

name on l e g a l  documents" e n t a i l e d .  G e n e r a l l y  speak ing ,  d a t a  on h i s t o r i c a l  

q u a n t i t y  b e g e t  a  myriad of  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  q u a l i t y :  Could t h e  

l i t e r a t e  ' a p p r e c i a t e '  a  work of  l i t e r a t u r e ?  O r  'comprehend'  a n  u n f a m i l i a r  

t e x t ?  Could t h e y  r e a d  and n r i t e  a d e q u a t e l y  and a p p r o p r i a t e l y  t o  conduc t  d a i l y  



Table 1. 1. : Adult I l l i t e r a c y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, 1921 -1 961 

Year 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 

Adult 
Populat ion 329, 449 448,238 576, 108 782,904 990,934 

I l l i t e r a t e s  22 ,693  20 ,840 40 ,872  52 ,936 57, 695 

% I l l i t e r a t e  6. 88 4. 65 8. 48 6. 76 5.  82 

Source: Verner, C. ( 1964 ) .  "Adult i l l i t e r a c y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia". Journal o f  
Education l0, p. 100. Verner s e t s  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  i l l i t e r a c y  a s  o v e r  21 . 
years  o f  age  n i t h  l e s s  than f i v e  years  o f  formal s c h o o l i n g .  



s o c i a l  and economic t a s k s ?  C r u c i a l  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  is a n  acknowledgement 

t h a t  modern d a t a  on l i t e r a c y  and i l l i t e r a c y  which u s e  e d u c a t i o n a l  achievement  

a s  a  c r i t e r i o n  measure a r e  based upon a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  fo rmal  and i n f o r m a l  

p r a c t i c e s  and s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  and l e a r n i n g  of  l i t e r a c y  i n  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e t t i n g s  l i k e  t h e  schoo l .  

Both s o c i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  and UNESCO-type s t u d i e s  of e d u c a t i o n a l  

p o l i c y  and l a n g u a g e  p l a n n i n g  which r e l y  upon q u a n t i t a t i v e  c r i t e r i o n  measures  

of l i t e r a c y ,  then ,  have r e t u r n e d  r e s e a r c h e r s  f u l l  c i r c l e  back t o  q u e s t i o n s  of 

c u l t u r a l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  l i t e r a t e  c o n v e n t i o n s  and e d u c a t i o n a l  

s t a n d a r d s .  The d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  " q u a l i t y "  of  l i t e r a c y  i n  contemporary  

s o c i e t i e s  h a s  been t a k e n  up i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  by e d u c a t i o n a l  e t h n o g r a p h e r s  and 

s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  ( Snezd, 1983; Heath, 1981 ; 1983, l986a ,  l986b; S c r i b n e r  

and Cole,  1978, 1981) .  Notably,  H e a t h ' s  Hays r i t h  Hords (1983)  is a  model of 

how e t h n o g r a p h i c  e n q u i r y  c a n  p r o v i d e  a  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of c o n t e x t -  

s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n s  and u s e s  of  l i t e r a c y .  H e a t h ' s  p a r t i c i p a n t  o b s e r v a t i o n  

s t u d y  d e t a i l s  a c t u a l  l i t e r a t e  and o r a l  competence i n  p re - schoo l  l i n g u i s t i c  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  schoo l -based  f o r m a l  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  and o u t  of  s c h o o l  s o c i a l  and . 
economic c o n t e x t s .  

I n  t h e i r  f i e l d  work w i t h  t h e  Hest A f r i c a n  Vai, s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

S c r i b n e r  and Cole  ( 1981 1 eramined l i t e r a c y  i n  t h r e e  l anguages ,  a c q u i r e d  i n  

d i s t i n c t  and autonomous fo rmal  and i n f o r m a l  s e t t i n g s .  Using s u r v e y  

i n s t r u m e n t s  and e t h n o g r a p h i c  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  a c t u a l  s p r e a d  

and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  l i t e r a c y  i n  t h e  l i f e  of  t h e  community. T h e i r  q u a l i t a t i v e  

d a t a  were augmented w i t h  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a t a  from tes ts  deve loped  i n  t h e  f i e l d  

t o  measure l e v e l s  of  l i t e r a t e  competence, c o g n i t i v e  and l i n g u i s t i c  a b i l i t y .  

M u l t i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  e n a b l e d  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  



be tneen  c o g n i t i o n ,  s o c i a l  competence and l i t e r a c y  i n  e a c h  of  t h e  t h r e e  

1 anguages.  

S c r i b n e r  and C o l e ' s  nork  s i g n a l s  t h a t  r e s e a r c h e r s  may have c o n f l a t e d  t h e  

e f f e c t s  of l i t e r a c y  n i t h  t h o s e  of  s c h o o l i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  f o r  i n t r i n s i c  and 

u n i v e r s a l  " s o c i a l  and c o g n i t i v e  e f f e c t s "  of l i t e r a t e  competence may i n  f a c t  be 

based on a  c o n f l a t i o n  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  s c h o o l i n g  a s  a  s o c i a l i z i n g  and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  l i t e r a c y  per se. They p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  

r e s e a r c h  i n  deve lopmenta l  psychology,  a n t h r o p o l o g y  and o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  h a s  

been premised on t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  l i t e r a c y  is " l i k e l y  t o  have t h e  same . . .  

consequences  i n  a l l  c u l t u r e s  i r r e s p e c t i v e  of t h e  c o n t e x t  of  u s e  o r  o f  t h e  

s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  n h i c h  l i t e r a c y  i s  embedded" (1978,  pp. 4 5 1 - 2 ) .  

Complementing Heath' s r e s e a r c h ,  Scri b n e r  and Cole '  s a n a l y s i s  u n d e r l i n e s  t h e  

need f o r  a  r e e v a l u a t i o n  of  r e s e a r c h e r s '  and e d u c a t o r s '  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  

assumpt ions  r e g a r d i n g  t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  t o  and u l t i m a t e  s o c i a l  and c o g n i t i v e  

e f f e c t s  i n  r e a l  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t s .  

A f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  d i s t i n c t  e f f e c t s  and 

competences y i e l d e d  by d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  a c q u i r e d  and used l i t e r a c i e s  is  t h a t  . 
what c o u n t s  a s  l i t e r a c y  i n  modern c u l t u r e s  may be  lodged  w i t h i n  t h e  

p r e s c r i p t i v e  agendas  of  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( e. g. s c h o o l ,  f  a m i l  y, communi t y ,  

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  woi-kplace) n h i c h  t r a n s m i t  and demand l i t e r a c y .  

H e a t h ' s  (1986a)  r e v i e n  of c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s  c o r r o b o r a t e s  t h i s  p o i n t ,  

s h o r i n g  t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  a c q u i s i t i o n  and u s e  of  l i t e r a c y  seems t o  be c o n t i n g e n t  

upon s y s t e m s  of  " i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s u p p o r t s "  which t r a n s m i t ,  r e i n f o r c e  and r e q u i r e  

l i t e r a t e  competences.  

For  o u r  p r e s e n t  purposes ,  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  of  t h e  " q u a l i t y "  of l i t e r a c y  i n  

contemporary  s e t t i n g s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t n o  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t s  b e a r  



f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n :  c o n t e x t s  of u s e  i n  everyday  l i f e  gr& s o c i a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  g e a r e d  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  and l e a r n i n g  of l i t e r a c y .  S i n c e  t h e  

P r o t e s t a n t  Reformat ion,  H e s t e r n  n a t i o n  s t a t e s  t y p i c a l l y  have used fo rmal  

s c h o o l i n g  s y s t e m s  a s  t h e  means f o r  r e g u l a t i n g  and norming a c c e s s  t o ,  

competence u i t h ,  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t e x t .  T h i s  l e g a c y  e x i s t s  i n t a c t  today:  
0 .  

i n  a n  a tmosphere  of  p e r p e t u a l  " l i t e r a c y  c r i s e s " ,  t h e  c i t i z e n r y  of  i n d u s t r i a l  

and p o s t - i n d u s t r i a l  n a t i o n s  h o l d s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  mass compulsory p u b l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of competence i n  r e a d i n g  and w r i t i n g .  

I n  "Towards a n  e t h n o h i s t o r y  of w r i t i n g  i n  American e d u c a t i o n " ,  Heath 

(1981,  p. 27)  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  t a s k  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  q u a l i t y  of 

l i t e r a c y :  

T h i s  approach  may be c o n c e i v e d  of a s  r e s e a r c h  d i r e c t e d  t o n a r d  t h e  
f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  a  d e s c r i p t i v e  t h e o r y  o f  w r i t i n g  a s  a  p a r t  of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  phenomenon of  l i t e r a c y  ( i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  r e a d i n g  and u r i t i n g )  
and a s  a  p a r t  of l a r g e r  c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m s  (economic,  r e l i g i o u s ,  
s o c i a l ) .  A comple te  d e s c r i p t i o n  mould i n c l u d e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of 
communi t ies  i n  which a r i t i n g  t o o k  p l a c e ;  t h e  t y p e s  of w r i t i n g  a c t s ,  
e v e n t s  and s i t u a t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s p e c i f i c  community members; norms 
of w r i t i n s ;  and t h e  methods of l e a r n i n a  t h e s e  norms and of h a v i n q  
them r e i n f o r c e d  [ emphas i s  added].  

I n  r e c e n t  North  American h i s t o r y ,  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of c o n t e x t s  of a c q u i s i t i o n  

and t h e  "norms" t h e y  p resuppose  and a t t e m p t  t o  e n f o r c e  r e q u i r e s  t h e  

examina t ion  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  c u r r i c u l a .  Heath, moreover,  is concerned n o t  on1 y 

r i i th  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  f ~ r ~ l e a r n i n g  of  t e x t u a l  competence,  b u t  a l s o  u i t h  t h e  

making and u s i n g  of  t e x t ,  l o c a t i n g  any s u c h  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t e r m s  of economic, 

r e l i g i o u s  and s o c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  Hence h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  and l e a r n i n g  of l i t e r a c y  must be reviewed i n  t h e  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  of  

s o c i o c u l t u r a l  i d e o l o g i e s  n i  t h i n  which t h e y  were embedded ( c f .  Goodson, 1983) 

The d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of h i s t o r i c a l  q u a l i t y  of l i t e r a c y ,  then ,  i n  p a r t  

i n v o l v e s  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  - on t h e  b a s i s  of  e x i s t i n g  t e x t u a l  a r t i f a c t s  - of 



t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of becoming l i t e r a t e .  T h i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  must be a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  

h i s t o r y  which f o c u s s e s  on t h e  t e x t s  of mass s c h o o l i n g .  But a s  well i t  must be 

a  k ind  of d i s c o u r s e  a n a l y s i s  s i n c e  t h e  p r imary  d a t a  a r e  documentary: 

I n  t h e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  s t u d y  proposed h e r e  a s  o n e  of  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
approaches  t o  a n  e t h n o g r a p h i c  s t u d y  of l i t e r a c y ,  a  f i r s t  s t e p  would 
be c o l l e c t i o n  of  a r t i f a c t s  of  l i t e r a c y ,  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  c o n t e x t s  and 
uses ,  and t h e i r  s p a t i a l  and t empora l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  l i f e  
of members of  t h e  community. The i n t e r n a l  s t y l e  of e a c h  a r t i f a c t  and 
t h e  a b i l i t i e s  of  t h o s e  who ~ r o d u c e  t h e s e  a r t i f a c t s  s h o u l d  be  
c o n s i d e r e d    art of  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t emphasis  added] .  ( Heath, 1982,  p. 
47)  

T h i s  r e r e a d i n g  of  t h e  " i n t e r n a l  s t y l e "  o f  t e x t u a l  a r t i f a c t s  - t o  see how i t  is 

p a r t  of t h e  t e x t ' s  " c o n t e x t n  - r e q u i r e s  d i s c o u r s e  a n a l y s i s  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  

stress on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and s t y l e  of  d i s c o u r s e  and on i n t e r t e x t u a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t o  uncover  o r  g e n e r a l i z e  a b o u t  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  p e r s o n a l  

h i s t o r y ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r e c u r s o r s  o r  i n t e n t ,  t h e  f o c u s  of  s u c h  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  

be on t h e  " t h e  a b i l i t i e s  of  t h o s e  who produce" t e x t  a s  a  c r i t i c a l  p a r t  of  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  t e x t  u s e  and comprehension.  Heath  p r o p o s e s  t o  u s e  t h e  

a n a l y s i s  of  h i s t o r i c a l  t e x t u a l  a r t i f a c t s  a s  a  means f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and 

making g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a b o u t  a u t h o r s  and u s e r s  o f  t e x t ,  and a b o u t  how t e x t  
. 

became a  p a r t  of  t h e  " l i f e  of  members of  t h e  community". 

I n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  of  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  l i t e r a c y  i n  a  r e c e n t  

p e r i o d  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  is a n  a n a l y s i s  of  how t e x t s  were produced,  by 

whom, and a c c o r d i n g  t o  what dominant  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  l i t e r a c y ,  t h e  l i t e r a t e ,  

and t h e  t e a c h i n g  and l e a r n i n g  of  l i t e r a c y .  A s  f o r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of "use"  and 

t h e  " a b i l i t y  t o  use" t e x t ,  a  r a n g e  of  q u e s t i o n s  c a n  be  asked: 

How a r e  t h e s e  a r t i f a c t s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  c h i l d r e n ?  Hhat a c t i v i t i e s  and 
e x p l a n a t i o n s  s u r r o u n d  t h e i r  use?  Do q u e s t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  t o  c h i l d r e n  
a b o u t  t h e s e  a r t i f a c t s  emphasize  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of l a b e l s  and 
d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  d i s c r e t e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  i t e m s ?  Are t h e r e  l i n k s  
made between t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  and u s e s  o f  t h e i r  r e a l  world 



e q u i v a l e n t s ?  ( H e a t h ,  1982, p. 47)  

I n  a l l ,  t h e  r e a d i n g  of  h i s t o r i c a l  a r t i f a c t s  s h o u l d  f o c u s  n o t  o n l y  on 

c o n d i t i o n s  of  g e n e r a t i o n  of t e x t s ,  t h e i r  " i n t e r n a l  s t y l e s " ,  and g e n e r a l  

s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s  of  use,  b u t  a s  well on t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  c o n d i t i o n s  of u s e  

e n c o u n t e r e d  by c h i l d r e n  i n  f o r m a l  ( i n s t i t u t i o n a l )  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t e x t u a l  

competence. 

I n  any g i v e n  e r a ,  r e a d i n g  and w r i t i n g  " l i k e  o t h e r  s y s t e m s  of  

communication" a r e  " o r g a n i z e d  . . .  i n  c u l t u r e - s p e c i f i c  ways and a c c o r d i n g  t o  

c e r t a i n  norms of  i n t e r ~ r e t a t i o n "  ( Heath, 1981,  p. 2 7 )  w i t h i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

communities of  s p e a k e r s  and w r i t e r s .  The p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  a s  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

a  more comprehensive  h i s t o r y  of l i t e r a c y ,  sets o u t  t o  examine two s p e c i f i c  

a s p e c t s  of t h e  q u a l i t y  of l i t e r a c y  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e r a :  t h e  c u l t u r a l l y  and 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  norms o f  r e a d i n g  and w r i t i n g  conveyed t h r o u g h  c u r r i c u l a r  

t e x t s ,  and t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r e s c r i b e d  "methods of  l e a r n i n g  t h e s e  norms and 

of hav ing  them r e i n f o r c e d " .  Moreover, a s  Heath s u g g e s t s ,  t h e  i n s i g h t s  y i e l d e d  

by t h i s  k ind  of  r e s e a r c h  on t e x t s ,  t h e i r  making, u s e  and t e a c h i n g ,  might  

p r o v i d e  "an i m p o r t a n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on modern a p p r o a c h e s  and a t t i t u d e s "  towards  

l i t e r a c y .  

1 .  2. Assumptions: L i t e r a c y ,  i d e o l o g y ,  and t h e  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  

The f o r e g o i n g  c o m m n t s  on r e s e a r c h  on t h e  h i s t o r y  of l i t e r a c y  s i t u a t e  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s t u d y  a s  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  one key a s p e c t  o f  t h e  " q u a l i t y "  of  l i t e r a c y  

i n  r e c e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y :  t h e  fo rmal  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  t e x t s  and c o n t e x t s  f o r  

l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n .  H i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  r o l e  

of fo rmal  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  norming, t r a n s m i t t i n g ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  

and r e g u l a t i n g  a c c e s s  t o  c u l t u r a l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  p r a c t i c e s  of 

r e a d i n g  and w r i t i n g .  I n  what f o l l o w s ,  a s s u m p t i o n s  of t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  a b o u t  



t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of l i t e r a c y  and i d e o l o g y  i n  modern s c h o o l i n g  a r e  d e t a i l e d .  

F i r s t ,  a  d e f i n i t i o n  of l i t e r a c y  a s  a  c u l t u r a l l y  s p e c i f i c  t echno logy  i s  

developed.  T h i s  is f o l l o ~ e d  by a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  i d e o l o g y  

and modern s c h o o l i n g ,  c o n c l u d i n g  wi th  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  how t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  of  l i t e r a c y  c a n  be v iened  a s  a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  

D e f i n i t i o n s  and p r a c t i c e s  of l i t e r a c y  c o n t i n u a l l y  change o v e r  time i n  

accordance  n i t h  chang ing  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  

and use  of l i t e r a c y .  T h i s  is  even t h e  c a s e  i n  t h o s e  s o c i e t i e s  n i t h  long-  
t 

s t a n d i n g  t r a d i t i o n s  of  r e a d i n g  and n r i t i n g .  I l h i l e  o r a c y  c a n  be v i e ~ e d  a s  a n  

i n n a t e  s p e c i e s  behav io r ,  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  t o  r e a d  and m i t e  a r e  a c q u i r e d  t h r o u g h  

c u l t u r a l l y  s p e c i f i c ,  fo rmal  and i n f o r m a l  s y s t e m s  of  pedagogy. Hence, l i t e r a c y  

c a n  be  c o n s i d e r e d  a "sdt of  s o c i a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  p r a c t i c e s  which make use  of! a  

symbol s y s t e m  and a  t e c h n o l o g y  f o r  p roduc ing  and d i s s e m i n a t i n g  it" ( S c r i b n e r  

and Cole, 1981, p. 236).  C u l t u r a l l y  s p e c i f i c  p r a c t i c e s  of  l i t e r a c y  and t h e  

very  m a t e r i a l  form of t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  ( e. g. s c r i p t ,  typography,  t e l e t e x t )  

undergo h i s t o r i c a l  e v o l u t i o n ,  a s  d o e s  t h e  a t t e n d a n t  set  of s o c i a l / e d u c a t i o n a l  

. 
p r a c t i c e s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  l i t e r a t e  competence. D i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s  and 

s u b c u l t u r e s ,  i n  d i f f e r e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  epochs  have g e n e r a t e d  d i s t i n c t  modes f o r  

t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of l i t e r a t e  competence ( Heath, l986a;  S c r i b n e r ,  1986) .  But 
L 

u h i l e  a  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  t h e o r y  a t  l e a s t  may be " n e u t r a l "  ( E l l u l ,  19801, modes of 

t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  u s e  of  a  g i v e n  t echno logy  i n v a r i a b l y  p r e s c r i b e  c o n s t r a i n t s  

upon and c o n v e n t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h a t  use. 

P r a c t i c e s  of  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  a r e  based upon a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and development of l i t e r a t e  competence,  and t h e y  c o r r e l a t i v e l y  

p r e s c r i b e  f u n c t i o n s  and u s e s  of l i t e r a c y  i n  a  g i v e n  s o c i e t y .  L i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n  i m p l i e s  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o n a r d s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  betReen 



i n d i v i d u a l s  and  t h e  u o r l d :  

A l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  i m p l i e s  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t a n c e  on  t h e  
e d u c a t o r ' s  p a r t .  T h i s  s t a n c e  i n  t u r n  i m p l i e s  - some t imes  more, 
some t imes  less e x p l i c i t l y  - a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  man and  t h e  u o r l d .  
( F r e i r e ,  1970,  p. 205) 

F r e i r e '  s ( 1973)  g e n e r a l  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  

a s sumes  and  p r e s c r i b e s  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r o l e  of  l a n g u a g e ,  

t h o u g h t  and  a c t i o n  i n  human " p r a x i s " .  Through pedagogy t h e  l i t e r a t e  l e a r n s  a  

uay o f  t h e o r i z i n g  a b o u t  t h e  n o r l d  ( F r e i r e ,  1970,  1973;  c f .  C o l e  and  G r i f f i n ,  

1986,  p. 1 2 6 ) .  H i s  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t ,  c o n s t a n t  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  n r i t i n g s  on 

l i t e r a c y  campa igns  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  i s  t h a t  l i t e r a c y  c u r r i c u l a  and 

i n s t r u c t i o n  i m p l y  a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  agenda  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u s e s ,  v a l u e s  and  

f u n c t i o n s  o f  l i t e r a c y  a s  a  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  economic  t o o l .  T h i s  i s  a f t e r  

a l l  what  a n y  t e c h n o l o g y  is c o n c e r n e d  Ai th :  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  t h r o u g h  a r t i f i c e  o f  

humank ind ' s  c a p a c i t y  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h r o u g h  l a b o u r  t h e  n a t u r a l  and  s o c i a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t  ( Vygotsky,  1962;  C o l e  and  G r i f f i n ,  p. 11 3 ) .  

From t h e  basic a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  l i t e r a c y - r e l a t e d  pedagogy by d e f i n i t i o n  

e n t a i l s  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i d e o l o g y  u h i c h  i n  t u r n  

p r e s c r i b e s  hou t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  s h o u l d  b e  used ,  F r e i r e  ( 1970,  p. 206) a r g u e s ,  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  pedagogy s h o u l d  p roceed .  

T e a c h i n g  . . .  must  b e  s e e n ,  a n a l y z e d  and  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t h i s  nay. The 
c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s t  u i l l  d i s c o v e r  i n  t h e  me thods  a n d  t e x t s  u sed  by 
e d u c a t o r s  and  s t u d e n t s  p r a c t i c a l  v a l u e  o p t i o n s  n h i c h  b e t r a y  a  
p h i l o s o p h y  o f  man, well o r  p o o r l y  o u t l i n e d ,  c o h e r e n t  o r  i n c o h e r e n t .  
Only someone u i t h  a  m e c h a n i s t i c  m e n t a l i t y ,  u h i c h  n a r x  u o u l d  c a l l  
" g r o s s l y  m a t e r i a l i s t i c " ,  c o u l d  r e d u c e  . . .  l i t e r a c y  l e a r n i n g  t o  a 
p u r e l y  t e c h n i c a l  l e v e l .  

F r e i r e '  s r e a d i n g  of  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  r o l e  o f  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  

"emponer ing"  o r  " d i s e m p o u e r i n g "  p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  g i v e n  s o c i e t i e s  i s  

c o r r o b o r a t e d  i n  many o f  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s .  I n  



Germany, f o r  example, L u t h e r  and H e l a n c t h o n ' s  first p r i m e r s  f o r  t h e  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  of t h e  "wordn i n d e e d  r e r e  among t h e  f i r s t  s t a t e -manda ted  

i n i t i a t i o n s  i n t o  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c u l a r  and n o n - s e c u l a r  i d e o l o g i e s  v i a  b a s i c  

l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Apparen t ly  "empowering1* l i t e r a c y  pedagog ies  c a n  have a s  

t h e i r  e f f e c t  mass s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i n t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  b e l i e f  system. 

BY c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  and s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Schra rmer  movement - r h i c h  

b e a r s  s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  t h e  modern F r e i r i a n  approach  - was banned by 

s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  s e d i t i o u s  ( G i e s c k e  and E lwer t ,  1982) .  I n  t h i s  l a t t e r  

c a s e ,  i t  would seem t h a t  t h o s e  nempowering" pedagog ies  which t h r e a t e n e d  s t a t e  

s t a b i l i t y  were o p t e d  a g a i n s t  by a u t h o r i t i e s  ( c f .  Coe, 1986, p. 279) .  

A s  f o r  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  of l i t e r a c y  pedagogy i n  North American 

e d u c a t i o n ,  Gra f f  (1979)  s p e c u l a t e s  t h a t  l i t e r a c y  a s  conce ived  of by e i g h t e e n t h  

and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p romote r s  of  t h e  Canadian p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  was i n  

e f f e c t  a  c o v e r  f o r  a  l a r g e r  i d e o l o g i c a l  agenda: h i s  s t u d y  a rgued  t h a t  mass 

l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g ,  when s t r i p p e d  of  i ts  e g a l i t a r i a n  g l o s s  and r h e t o r i c ,  may 

have been a  v e h i c l e  f o r  " c u l t u r a l  hegemonyw. D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  i n t e n t s  and 

e f f e c t s  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  American s c h o o l i n g ,  S o l t o r  and S t e v e n s  (1981)  r e f e r  t q  

a n  " i d e o l o g y  of l i t e r a c y w  o p e r a t i v e  w i t h i n  p e d a g o g i c a l  models and t ex tbooks .  

The t e a c h i n g  of l i t e r a c y ,  t h e y  a rgue ,  was t i e d  t o  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  of  

n a t i o n a l i s m  and P r o t e s t a n t / c a p i t a l i s t  v a l u e s .  

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  u n d e r l i n e s  how modern pedagogy d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  of l i t e r a c y ,  from t h e  f o u n d i n g  of s t a t e  s c h o o l s  i n  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y  

Germany onwards, h a s  embodied - however i m p l i c i t l y  o r  e x p l i c i t l y  - a  normat ive  

agenda r h i c h  i n  t h e  most g e n e r a l  terms c o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  " i d e o l o g i c a l " .  But 

what is " ideo logy"?  How i s  i t  e x p r e s s e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l a  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

and c u r r i c u l a  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  l i t e r a c y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  I n  what f o l l o w s ,  



d e f i n i t i o n s  of i d e o l o g y  and its r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  

knowledge and competence a r e  examined. These i n  t u r n  w i l l  form a  b a s e  of 

a s sumpt ions  from which a  fo rmal  method f o r  t h e  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of more 

r e c e n t  l i t e r a c y - r e l a t e d  c u r r i c u l a  c a n  proceed.  

I n  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s ,  S o l t o n  and S t e v e n s  ( p .  59) d e f i n e  i d e o l o g y  a s  a  s e t  of 

"moral and v a l u e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s "  o f  a  " g i v e n  c l a s s " ,  u h i c h  " f u n c t i o n s  by a n  

a p p e a l  t o  moral  norms" t o  d e a l  w i t h  " s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  d i s c o n t e n t " .  Hence, 

t h e y  s e e  s c h o o l  t r a n s m i t t e d  i d e o l o g y  a s  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  means f o r  t h e  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  l e g i t i m a c y  of  " t h e  implements  and t e c h n i c a l  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  

which a r e  t o  e n s u r e  c o n c e r t e d  a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  reform,  d e s t r u c t i o n  

o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a  g i v e n  o rde r" .  

Ahat we term a n  " i d e o l o g y  of l i t e r a c y "  had t h e  p o t e n t i a l  n o t  s imply  
t o  r e s t r a i n  and c o n t r o l  b u t  t o  communicate t o  c h i l d r e n  and a d u l t s  a  
code f o r  s u c c e s s  when t h e  n a y s  f o r  s u c c e s s  r e r e  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  
uncommon. ( pp. 59-60) 

C r a f f  (1979,  p. 479 a r g u e s  t h a t  " s c h o o l s  r e f l e c t  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and 

i d e o l o g y  and s e r v e  a s  key a g e n t s  of t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  a t  once  l e g i t i m a t i n g  t h e  

s o c i a l  o r d e r  and a s s i m i l a t i n g  i t  t o  t h e i r  c h a r g e s " .  Hence, he v i e r s  l i t e r a c y  
6 

i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  Canadian s c h o o l s  a s  a  "hegemonic t o o l " ,  l e a d i n g  t o  

s t u d e n t s '  " u n r i l l e d  and u n s e l f c o n s c i o u s  c o n s e n t "  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  " t h e  

predominant  g roup  imposes  on s o c i a l  l i f e  - on m o r a l i t y ,  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and a l l  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s " .  Through t h e  a d o p t i o n  of p a r t i c u l a r  c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t s  and 

models of  pedagogy, schoo l -based  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  became a  form of  

i d e o l o g i c a l  i m p o s i t i o n :  

With p r o p e r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  d a n g e r s  of u n r e s t r a i n e d  l i t e r a c y ,  o r  of  
i l l i t e r a c y ,  c o u l d  be n e u t r a l i z e d ;  i n  l e a r n i n g  t o  r e a d ,  c h i l d r e n  would 
be t a u g h t  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  and c o r r e c t  b e h a v i o r  and t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  of  economic advancement. ( p. 47)  

The f o r e g o i n g  a c c o u n t s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  modern North 



American S C ~ O O ~ S  h a s  been i d e o l o g i c a l  inasmuch a s  i t  h a s  purveyed and 

s u s t a i n e d  " f a l s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s "  ( S o l t o r i  and S t e v e n s ,  p. 6 0 ) ,  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

world view, b e l i e f  and v a l u e  System, t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  of  which s e r v e d  t h e  

economic i n t e r e s t s  of a  "predominant  group" ( Graf f ,  p. 47) . 

T h i s  l i n e  of  a r g u m e n t a t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  f o l l o w s  one  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

NeoHarxist  approach  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of  ideo logy .  The German I d e o l o q y  (1846/1968,  

p. 64) gave  r ise t o  t h e  axiom t h a t  t h e  " i d e a s  of t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  a r e  i n  e v e r y  

epoch t h e  r u l i n g  i d e a s ;  i . e . ,  t h e  c l a s s  which is  t h e  r u l i n g  m a t e r i a l  f o r c e  of 

s o c i e t y  is a t  t h e  same time i t s  r u l i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f o r c e " .  Harx and Enge l s  

viewed t h e s e  r u l i n g  i d e a s ,  moreover, a s  " n o t h i n g  more t h a n  t h e  i d e a l  

e x p r e s s i o n  of  dominant m a t e r i a l  r e l a t i o n s " .  A f t e r  i n i t i a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  by de  

Tracy and Napoleon, i t  was l e f t  t o  Harx and E n g e l s  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  n o t i o n  of 

i d e o l o g y  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  body of t h o u g h t  g e n e r a t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  by 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  i n  a  g i v e n  e r a  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  economic domina t ion  of p a r t i c u l a r  

c l a s s e s  ( l l i l l i a m s ,  1977, pp. 56-81. F o r  them, " i n  a l l  i d e o l o g y  men and t h e i r  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a p p e a r  u p s i d e  down a s  i n  a  camera o b s c u r a "  (Harx  and Engels ,  p. 

47).  

S t r e s s i n g  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  German Ideolocrv, Giddens  (1983,  p. 19) 

d e f i n e s  i d e o l o g y  a s  " t h e  mode i n  which fo rms  of  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  a r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  

n i t h i n  s y s t e m s  of domiba t ion  s o  a s  t o  s a n c t i o n  t h e i r  con t inuance" .  Giddens '  

d e f i n i t i o n  e n a b l e s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of i d e o l o g y  i n  c u l t u r a l  forms o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

a b s t r a c t  works of i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  p r o d u c t s  of 

p o p u l a r  and e d u c a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e .  

I f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t a s k  i s  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  of 

e a u c a t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l a ,  though, i t  is c r u c i a l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  Harx ' s  commentary on 

- t h e  r o l e  of i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  ideo logy :  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  



u n d e r t a k e  d i v i d e d  l a b o u r  n i t h  a  d i s t i n c t  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  f u n c t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of  a  v e r s i o n  o f  s o c i a l  and mora l  h i s t o r y  which p u r p o r t s  t o  b e  

d i s i n t e r e s t e d  b u t  i n  f a c t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of a  dominant  c l a s s .  

I d e o l o g i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  l a n g u a g e  and c u l t u r e ,  and  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m s  

o f  " f a l s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s "  t h a t  i t  b e g e t s ,  c a n  be  s e e n  t o  e v o l v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  economic  n e e d s  and  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a  r u l i n g  c l a s s .  

Hence, i n  c l a s s i c a l  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  i d e o l o g y  n a s  c o n s t r u e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

c u l t u r a l  " s u p e r s t r u c t u r e "  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  economic  "base" .  

Contemporary  M a r x i s t  t h e o r i s t s  f rom Adorno and  Lukacs  t o  A l t h u s s e r  have  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  n i t h  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  mass l i t e r a c y  and  u n i v e r s a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

i n  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  t h e  r a n g e  o f  "modes o f  s i g n i f i c a t i o n "  o f  i d e o l o g y  e x t e n d s  

well beyond a b s t r a c t  academic  t r e a t i s e s  o f  b o u r g e o i s i e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  

s c r u t i n i z e d  by Marx t o  i n c l u d e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  mass media and  mass e d u c a t i o n .  

Over t h e  l a s t  t n o  d e c a d e s ,  a  r a n g e  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e s  f o r  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  

o f  hon s c h o o l i n g  t r a n s m i t s  i d e o l o g y  h a s  emerged. 

Emerging f rom t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s  was 

Bon les  and G i n t i s '  S c h o o l i n s  i n  C a ~ i t a l i s t  America (19761 ,  t h e  f i r s t  

comprehens ive  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  fo rms ,  c o n t e n t s  

and s t r u c t u r e s  o f  mass s c h o o l i n g  t o  t h e  economic  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m .  En t h e i r  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

s c h o o l  mas d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  economic  n e e d s  o f  t h e  e m e r g i n g  American economy. 

Thus, t h e y  e x p l a i n ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  and humanism s t r e s s e d  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  

P r o g r e s s i v i s m  n a s  o v e r r i d d e n  by t h e  " t e c h n o c r a t i c n  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  American 

s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c u r r i c u l u m ,  and a s s e s s m e n t .  I n  t h e i r  v i e n ,  t h e  s c h o o l s  

f u n c t i o n e d  e f f i c i e n t l y  t o  r e p r o d u c e  c lass  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and l a b o u r  n e e d s  i n  

a n  e x p a n d i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  economy. Uodern American s c h o o l s ,  t h e y  a rgued ,  



produced  l a b o u r  i n  " c o r r e s p o n d e n c e "  n i t h  t h e  economic  n e e d s  o f  a  c a p i t a l i s t  

s t a t e .  

The d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  s c h o o l i n g  by i ts f u n c t i o n s  w i t h i n  

a n  economic  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  n a s  a r g u e d  by many o t h e r  B r i t i s h  and  American 

s c h o l a r s  a s  well. A s  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  emerged  f rom a  s t r u c t u r a l -  

f u n c t i o n a l i s t  paradigm,  many a t t e m p t e d  t o  u s e  t h e  b a s e /  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  a s  a  h e u r i s t i c  f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  s c h o o l i n g  

( c f .  Sha rp ,  1980;  S a r u p ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  Yet B o n l e s  and  G i n t i s '  a n a l y s i s ,  and  

a t t e n d a n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  p r e s u p p o s e d  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  s c h o o l i n g :  t h a t  

s c h o o l s  were " b l a c k  boxes" o f  c u l t u r a l  and  economic  r e p r o d u c t i o n  ( A p p l e ,  1983,  

pp. 18-21; Dale ,  1981,  pp. 68-70; H i l l i s ,  1981 ,  pp. 5 1  - 5 ) .  

Is s c h o o l i n g  m e r e l y  a n  a g e n t  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i v e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  " r u l i n g  

c l a s s  i d e a s " ,  a  mere " s u p e r s t r u c t u r a l "  phenomenon d e t e r m i n e d  by r u l i n g  c l a s s  

i d e a s  and  i n t e r e s t s ?  S i m i l a r l y ,  is s c h o o l - b a s e d  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  a  form 

o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  i m p o s i  t i o n  o f  a  " f a l s e  c ~ o n s c i o u s n e s s "  d e t e r m i n e d  by economic  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a s  i m p l i e d  i n  much of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h ?  I n  "Base  

and  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  i n  H a r x i s t  c u l t u r a l  t h e o r y " ,  H i l l i a m s  ( 1 9 7 6 )  t h e o r e t i c a l l y b  

r e f r a m e d  t h e  b a s e - s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  s i t u a t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l l y  

a c q u i r e d  compe tence  and  knowledge  a s  a  p r i m a r y  mode by which  i n d i v i d u a l s  mere 

" i n c o r p o r a t e d " ,  o f t e n  non-coercively, i n t o  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n s ,  b e l i e f s  and  

p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  "dominan t  c u l t u r e "  ( p .  205 ) .  A r g u i n g  a g a i n s t  economic  

d e t e r m i n i s m ,  H i l l i a m s  .( p. 203)  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

He h a v e  t o  r e v a l u e  ' d e t e r m i n a t i o n '  t o n a r d s  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  l i m i t s  and  
e x e r t i o n  o f  p r e s s u r e ,  and  a n a y  f rom a  p r e d i c t e d ,  p r e f i g u r e d  and 
c o n t r o l l e d  c o n t e n t .  He h a v e  t o  r e v a l u e  ' s u p e r s t r u c t u r e '  t o n a r d s  a  
r e l a t e d  r a n g e  o f  c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  and  a n a y  f r o m  a  r e f l e c t e d ,  
r e p r o d u c e d  o r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  c o n t e n t .  And, c r u c i a l l y ,  ne  
h a v e  t o  r e v a l u e  ' t h e  b a s e '  a n a y  f rom t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a  f i x e d  economic  
o r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  and  t o w a r d s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
men i n  r e a l  s o c i a l  and  economic  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  



A c c o r d i n g l y ,  A i l l i a m s  g o e s  on  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  " i d e o l o g y "  i s  n o t  "some a b s t r a c t  

imposed n o t i o n " ,  t h a t  " s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  and  c u l t u r a l  i d e a s  and  a s s u m p t i o n s  

and h a b i t s "  a r e  n o t  s u p e r s t r u c t u r a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  " t h e  r e s u l t  

of s p e c i f i c  m a n i p u l a t i o n "  ( p .  204) on  b e h a l f  o f  economic  i m p e r a t i v e s .  Drawing 

f rom t h e  work o f  Gramsci ,  h e  a r g u e s  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  hegemony 

p r a c t i c e s  and  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  o u r  a s s i g n m e n t s  o f  e n e r g y ,  o u r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  man and  h i s  wor ld"  - c o n s i s t s  o f  a  se t  of  

- " a  whole  body of  

o r d i n a r y  

"mean ings  and  

v a l u e s "  which  a r e  " r e c i p r o c a l l y  c o n f i r m i n g "  i n  e x p e r i e n c e  and  p r a c t i c e  ( p. 

205 ) .  The p r o c e s s e s  o f  c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l  and  e c o n o m i c - r e p r o d u c t i o n  a c r o s s  

g e n e r a t i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  H i l l i a m s ,  d o  n o t  e n t a i l  a  s i m p l e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a  s e t  

o f  " r u l i n g  i d e a s "  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  e conomic  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a  " r u l i n g  

c l a s s " .  "Dominant  c u l t u r e "  is made, "remade" and  e x p e r i e n c e d  n o n - c o e r c i v e 1  y, 

t h r o u g h  t h e  w i l l i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e r y  human S u b j e c t s  whose i n t e r e s t s  

i t  d o e s  n o t  s e r v e .  I m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e n ,  H i l l i a m s  h o l d s  t h a t  r e p r o d u c t i o n  i s  a  

dynamic p r o c e s s ,  m e d i a t e d  by t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  human s u b j e c t s .  I n  h i s  

r e f o r m u l a t i o n ,  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  " r u l i n g  c l a s s "  i d e o l o g i c a l  i m p o s i t i o n  g i v e s  way 
L 

t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  may be  n o n - c o e r c i v e ,  

c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  and  s u b j e c t  t o  v a r y i n g  k i n d s  and  l e v e l s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

m e d i a t i o n .  

A s  f o r  t h e  r o l e  o f  s c h o o l s ,  H i l l i a m s  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e s e  "main a g e n c i e s  

o f  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  a n  e f f e c t i v e  dominan t  c u l t u r e "  a r e  now b o t h  economic  

( b a s e )  and  c u l t u r a l  ( s u p e r s t r u c t u r e )  a c t i v i t i e s .  S c h o o l s  s e r v e  t o  s e l e c t  

knowledges ,  s k i l l s  and  c o m p e t e n c e s  f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n :  

T h e r e  i s  a  p r o c e s s  which I c a l l  t h e  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n :  t h a t  which,  
w i t h i n  t h e  terms o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d o m i n a n t  c u l t u r e ,  i s  a l w a y s  p a s s e d  
o f f  a s  ' t h e  t r a d i t i o n ' ,  ' t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a s t ' .  But  a l w a y s  t h e  
s e l e c t i v i t y  i s  t h e  p o i n t ;  t h e  way i n  which  f rom a  whole  p o s s i b l e  a r e a  
o f  p a s t  and  p r e s e n t ,  c e r t a i n  meanings  and  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  c h o s e n  f o r  



emphasis,  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  meanings and p r a c t i c e s  a r e  n e g l e c t e d  and 
excluded.  Even more c r u c i a l l y ,  some of t h e s e  meanings  and p r a c t i c e s  
a r e  r e i n t e r p r e t e d ,  d i l u t e d ,  o r  p u t  i n t o  fo rms  n h i c h  s u p p o r t  o r  a t  
l e a s t  do  n o t  c o n t r a c t  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  dominant  c u l t u r e .  ( p .  
205) 

Schools ,  i n  c o n c e r t  a i  t h  one' s t o t a l  " s o c i a l  t r a i n i n g "  i n c u l c a t e  " p r a c t i c a l  

d e f i n i t i o n s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  of work". H i l l i a m s  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  s c h o o l s  do  n o t  

s imply  t e a c h  "an imposed i d e o l o g y  . . .  t h e  i s o l a b l e  meanings  and p r a c t i c e s  of  

t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s "  ( p .  205) b u t  r a t h e r  t o l e r a t e  a  r a n g e  o f  f o r m s  of knonledge 

and competence, hence  e n a b l i n g  t h e  dominant c u l t u r e  t o  a d a p t  t o  ( a n d  t h e r e b y  

i n c o r p o r a t e )  v a r i a t i o n  and d i v e r g e n c e .  

The r a n g e  of  " t r a i n i n g s "  s e l e c t e d ,  of  c o u r s e ,  becomes p a r t  of t h e  " t a k e n  

f o r  g r a n t e d "  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  n h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  educa t ion :  

I f  ne l o o k  a t  a c t u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m s ,  re c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  . . .  a  
major  g e n e r a l  purpose:  t h a t  of  t r a i n i n g  t h e  members of  a  g roup  t o  t h e  
' s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r '  o r  ' p a t t e r n  o f  c u l t u r e '  which is dominant i n  t h e  
g r o u p  and by n h i c h  t h e  g r o u p  l i v e s .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h i s  ' s o c i a l  
c h a r a c t e r '  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d ,  e d u c a t i o n  t 0 ~ a P d s  i t  w i l l  n o t  
normal ly  be  t h o u g h t  of  a s  one  p o s s i b l e  t r a i n i n g  among many, b u t  a s  a  
n a t u r a l  t r a i n i n g .  ( H i l l i a m s ,  1961, p. 146) 

I t  is, H i l l i a m s  ( p. 67) o b s e r v e s ,  t y p i c a l  t h a t  w h i l e  t o  contemporary  o b s e r v e r s  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  " s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n "  a p p e a r s  c l e a r  . 
enough " i n  t h e  c a s e  of  p a s t  p e r i o d s " ,  t h e s e  same o b s e r v e r s  " n e v e r  r e a l l y  

b e l i e v e  it  a b o u t  o u r  own", p r e c i s e l y  because  of t h e  u n c r i t i c a l  a c c e p t a n c e  of  

contemporary  i d e o l o g i c a l  s u p p o s i t i o n s '  a s  " n a t u r a l " ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  

" s c i e n t i f i c " .  

H i l l i a m s '  f o r m u l a t i o n  e n a b l e s  a  r e i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n .  I f  i n d e e d  l i t e r a c y  is  d e f i n e d  a s  a n  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y  s p e c i f i c  a r r a y  of  " s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s "  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  u s e  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  t echno logy ,  b o t h  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  t e x t u a l  

c o r p u s  t o  be  r e a d  and w r i t t e n  and t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  competences  t o  



be t r a n s m i t t e d  s t a n d  a s  t n o  h i s t o r i c a l  v a r i a b l e s .  A s  F r e i r e  argued,  

p a r t i c u l a r  models of l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  s e l e c t e d  i m p l i c i t l y  o r  e x p l i c i t l y  

embody s u p p o s i t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p u r p o s e s  and u s e s  of  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  i t s e l f .  I n  

t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of " i n c o r p o r a t i o n "  i n t o  a s t a t e  mandated "dominant c u l t u r e " ,  

pedagog ica l  models s e l e c t  and emphasize  p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t s  and competences,  

f o r n a r d i n g  n h a t  Heath c a l l e d  "norms" f o r  l i t e r a t e  b e h a v i o r  whi le  e x c l u d i n g  

o t h e r s .  Pedagog ies  t h u s  convey norms f o r  r e a d i n g  and r r i t i n g ,  a t t i t u d e s  a b o u t  

nhat  n i l 1  c o u n t  a s  l i t e r a t e  e x p r e s s i o n ,  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  t h e  " o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

nork" w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t echno logy ,  and a  p a r t i c u l a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of i ts  

p o t e n t i a l  and l i m i t s .  

A s econd  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  H i l l i a m s '  argument is  t h a t  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  - 

coded i n  t h e  f o r m a l  and i n f o r m a l  c u r r i c u l a  of t h e  modern s c h o o l  - d o e s  n o t  , 

n e c e s s a r i l y  e n t a i l  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  of  a  u n i t a r y  se t  of  " r u l i n g  c l a s s  i d e a s "  o r  

" e l i t e "  competences.  I t  may purvey t h o s e  "meanings and p r a c t i c e s "  n h i c h  a r e  

n o t  i d e n t i f i a b l y  e l i t e  b u t  n o n e t h e l e s s  s e r v e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t o  

l i t e r a t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  dominant c u l t u r e .  T h i s  is  n o t  t o  imply t h a t  t e x t s  

of l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  do n o t  convey a  v a l u e  and b e l i e f  sys tem t o  c h i l d r e n ,  3 

n o r l d  v i e r  r e p l e t e  w i t h  v e r s i o n s  of r i g h t  r e a s o n ,  a c t i o n  and though t .  Through 

l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  c h i l d r e n  a c c e s s  a  t o t a l  " s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n "  which is  

comprised of  a  r a n q e  of l i t e r a r y  fprms,  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t s ,  and s a n c t i o n e d  

nays  o f  r e a d i n g  and r r i t i n g .  

A t h i r d  i m p l i c a t i o n  of  H i l l i a m s '  argument is t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

knowledges and competences  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  by t h e  s c h o o l  a r e  n o t  

n h o l l y  de te rmined  by economic f a c t o r s .  T h i s  s t a n d s  a s  a  r e f u t a t i o n  of 

co r respondence  t h e o r i e s  which view a l l  c u l t u r a l  phenomena a s  de te rmined  by 

economic f a c t o r s .  H i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  c u l t u r a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  a s  a  "dynamic 



process"  u n d e r t a k e n  by human s u b j e c t s ,  coup led  w i t h  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  

s c h o o l  a s  a  c u l t u r a l  and economic a g e n t ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a n a l y s i s  c a n n o t  

d i s r e g a r d  t h e  r o l e  of human s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  i d e o l o g i c a l  

r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of such  p r a c t i c e s  may r e v e a l  h i s t o r i c a l  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  ( e. g. , c o n f l i c t i n g  means/ends, f  o rm/con ten t ,  t h e o r y / p r a c t i c e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s )  and p a t t e r n s  of c o n t e s t a t i o n .  

To summarize: t h e  b a s i c  a s s u m p t i o n s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of l i t e r a c y ,  s c h o o l i n g  and i d e o l o g y  a r e  t n o f o l d .  F i r s t ,  i n  any 

g i v e n  e r a  of  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of  "knon ledges  and 

p r a c t i c e s "  f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  i n  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l a  is a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  

s e r v i n g  i n t e r e s t s  of  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s e s .  A s  a rgued  by Hi l l iarns ,  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  

c o r p u s  of c u r r i c u l a r  knonledge,  n h i l e  p a r t  of t h e  p r o c e s s e s  by and t h r o u g h  

which i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  s o c i a l i z e d  i n t o  t h e  "dominant c u l t u r e " ,  need n o t  be  a  

m i r r o r  r e f l e c t i o n  of  " r u l i n g  c l a s s  i d e a s " ,  imposed i n  a n  unmediated and 

c o e r c i v e  manner. Ra the r ,  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  " c u l t u r a l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n "  a r e  s e e n  

a s  dynamic, r e f l e c t i n g  b o t h  c o n t i n u i t i e s  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of t h a t  "dominant 

c u l t u r e "  and t h e  c o n t i n u a l  "remaking",  o r  r e - l e g i t i m a t i o n  of  t h a t  c u l t u r e ' s  

p l a u s i b i l i t y  s y s t e m .  A s  Giddens  noted,  i d e o l o g y  s o  s e e n  f u n c t i o n s  t o  

" s a n c t i o n  i t se l f" ,  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  t o t a l  f i e l d  of  " s i g n i f i c a t i o n " .  

1. 3. Method: C u r r i c u l a r  c r i t i c i s m  and t e x t  a n a l y s i s  

T r a n s l a t i n g  Wil l iams '  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  hegemonic f u n c t i o n  of modern 

s c h o o l i n g  i n t o  a  c r i t i q u e  of  i d e o l o g y  i n  c u r r i c u l u m  h a s  been t h e  f o c u s  o f  

r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  " c r i t i c a l  s o c i o l o g y  of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m "  (Apple ,  1978, 1983; 

Giroux, 1983; Hexler ,  1982; c f .  Sharp ,  1980) .  Resea rch  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  

c r i t i q u e s  c u r r i c u l u m  Dot a s  i d e o l o g i c a l  " r e f l e c t i o n "  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  a  complex 

h i s t o r i c a l  dynamic i n  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  and m a i n t a i n a n c e  of a  s e l e c t i v e  
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t r a d i t i o n .  

A rev iew of t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  e n a b l e s  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of a s p e c t s  of  

h i s t o r i c a l  c u r r i c u l a  f o r  a n a l y s i s ,  and t h e  d e t a i l i n g  of me thodo log ica l  

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  and a p p r o a c h e s  u s e f u l  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  of  l i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n  a f t e r  Horld Har 11. F o l l o r i n g  Herler ( 19821, however, i t  is  

a rgued  t h a t  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of  c u r r i c u l u m  h a s  l a c k e d  a d e q u a t e  t h e o r e t i c a l  models 

and r e s e a r c h  methods f o r  t e x t u a l  c r i t i c i s m .  Drawing from r e s e a r c h  on t h e  

d i s c o u r s e  a n a l y s i s  of  n a r r a t i v e  t e x t s  ( S t e i n  and Glenn, 1979; Rumelhart ,  1975; 

1977; Bruce, 1981; Brewer, 1986) and of  l i t e r a r y  t e x t s  ( H i l l i a m s ,  1978; Eco, 

19771, a  model f o r  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of  h i s t o r i c a l  t e x t s  o f  l i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n  is proposed.  

1 .  3.1. The c r i t i c a l  s o c i o l o g y  of  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  

One of t h e  p r imary  e f f e c t s  of t h e  "new s o c i o l o g y "  was a  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

of p r i n c i p l e s  g u i d i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  t h e o r i z i n g  and c r i t i c i s m .  P r e v i o u s 1  y 

dominated by s y s t e m s  management and l i b e r a l / h u m a n i s t i c  models, c u r r i c u l a r  

r e s e a r c h  began t o  e x p l o r e  phenomenology and t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of knowledge a s  . 
b a s e s  f o r  t h e  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  (e. g. ,  Greene, 1976; P i n a r ,  

1976) .  The work of Young (1971)  had t h e  e f f e c t  of  q u e s t i o n i n g  " t a k e n  f o r  

g r a n t e d "  a s s u m p t i o n s  t h a t  c u r r i c u l a r  c o n t e n t  was a  n e u t r a l  and unb iased  

s e l e c t i o n  from c u l t u r e .  Yet t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  c u r r i c u l u m  was " s o c i a l l y  

c o n s t r u c t e d n  was found want ing  by t h o s e  r h o  a rgued  t h a t  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  r a s  

n o t  a r b i t r a r y ,  b u t  t e n d e d  t o  a c t  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s e s  ( e - g . ,  

H h i t t y  and Young, 1978) .  

S i n c e  t h e s e  i n i t i a l  s t e p s  i n  r e n d e r i n g  p r o b l e m a t i c  t h e  " c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  

f r aming  and t r a n s m i s s i o n "  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  k n o r l e d g e  ( B e r n s t e i n ,  19711, 



p r o g r e s s i v e l y  g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  been t u r n e d  t o  t h e  c l a s s - b a s e d  i d e o l o g y  i n  

t h e  fo rmal  c u r r i c u l u m  ( e.  g. , t e x t b o o k s ,  examina t ions ,  p o l i c y  documents) and i n  

t h e  "h idden  c u r r i c u l u m "  of  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  c l a s s r o o m s  and s c h o o l s .  

Subsequent  work i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  sets o u t  t o  d e s c r i b e  

approaches  and metho-ds f o r  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n  of  h i s t o r i c a l  

and modern c u r r i c u l a .  

I n  I d e o l o s v  and Cur r i cu lum ( 1978, p. 21, Apple a r g u e s  t h a t  c u r r i c u l a r  

r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  e n t a i l  t h e  e x p l i c a t i o n  of hon " t h e  s t r u c t u r i n g  of knonledge 

and symbol i n  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i s  i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  of s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  c o n t r o l " .  He v iews  s c h o o l s  a s  sites f o r  t h e  

maintenance of  e x i s t i n g  p a t t e r n s  of  t h e  c o n t r o l ,  p r o d u c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of economic and c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  ( p, 31 1. Giroux'  s ( 1982) r e s e a r c h  agenda 

b e g i n s  from what he  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  p r imary  f a i l i n g s  o f  "cor respondence"  

t h e o r i e s  of  i d e o l o g i c a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  ( e. g. , A 1  t h u s s e r ,  Bonles  and G i n t i s )  : t h e  

s t r e s s  on t h e  economic, r a t h e r  t h a n  c u l t u r a l ,  b a s i s  of  c u r r i c u l a r  c o n t e n t  and 

t h e  p resumpt ion  of  t h e  e f f i c a c y  of  modern c u r r i c u l a  ( c f .  Apple, 1983, pp. 19-  

21) .  Arguing t h a t  s c h o o l s  a r e  more t h a n  " i d e o l o g i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n s  of  t h e  . 
dominant i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  r i d e r  s o c i e t y " ,  he  c r i t i q u e s  b a s e / s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  

models a s  i g n o r i n g  t h e  r e a l i t y  of  "counter-hegemonic f o r c e s "  embodied i n  

s t u d e n t  and t e a c h e r  " c o n t e s t a t i o n  and r e s i s t a n c e "  ( Giroux,  p. 1 5 ) .  I n  o t h e r  

words, he  a r g u e s  t h a t  n h i l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  knowledge and pedagog ica l  models a r e  

o r g a n i z e d  on " c l a s s  p r i n c i p l e s " ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  knonledge t r a n s m i s s i o n  is 

media ted by t h e  c u l t u r a l  f i e l d  o f  t h e  c lass room and human s u b j e c t s  engaged i n  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  ( i n c l u d i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  development and 

r e s e a r c h )  i n  a  manner which p r e c l u d e s  " d e t e r m i n a t e  e f f e c t s " .  Ideo logy  per s e ,  

then ,  i s  n o t  t h e  " d e t e r m i n a t e  i n s t a n c e  of a  g i v e n  mode of p roduc t ion"  ( p. 151, 



b u t  r a t h e r  a  f a c t o r  coded i n  c u r r i c u l u m  which is s u b s e q u e n t l y  media ted by t h e  

c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n s  of t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  c lass room.  

P r o p o s i n g  a  model f o r  c u r r i c u l u m  r e s e a r c h ,  Giroux n o n e t h e l e s s  s e e s  t h e  

c u r r i c u l u m  a s  a n  embodiment of  a  "dominant r a t i o n a l i t y "  and c a l l s  upon 

s c h o l a r s h i p  " t o  1-ay b a r e  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r "  ( p .  7)  of 

contemporary  and h i s t o r i c a l  c u r r i c u l u m .  I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  s c h o o l  

knowledge a s  a  complex h i s t o r i c a l  dynamic, he  v iews t h e  t a s k  of c u r r i c u l u m  

c r i t i c i s m  a s  t h e  d e t a i l i n g  of  t h e  e n t i r e  f i e l d  of  " s o c i a l "  and "discursive 

r e l a t i o n s "  which make up s c h o o l  knorrledge. 

T h i s  means a n a l y z i n g  t h e  way i n  which domina t ion  is c o n c e a l e d  a t  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l e v e l .  I t  s u g g e s t s  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  nay a  dominant 
i d e o l o g y  is i n s c r i b e d  i n :  ( 1 )  t h e  form and c o n t e n t  of  c l a ss room 
m a t e r i a l ;  ( 2 )  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  s c h o o l ;  ( 3 )  t h e  d a i l y  c lass room 
s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  ( 4 )  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
and o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ;  ( 5 )  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of  s c h o o l  
s t a f f ;  and ( 6 )  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  and p r a c t i c e s  which a p p e a r  t o  have 
p e n e t r a t e d  i ts  l o g i c .  ( p .  22) 

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  l a t t e r  two e x i s t  " i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  and c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of 

i n d i v i d u a l s  and s o c i a l  g r o u p s  r h o  produce and e x p e r i e n c e  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  

t h e  world i n  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  o n l y  p a r t l y  of t h e i r  making". And whi le  

r e c e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  e t h n o g r a p h i e s  ( e . g . ,  S p i n d l e r ,  1983; H i l l i s ,  1978; 

E v e r h a r t ,  1983) c a n  b e g i n  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  p l a u s i b i l i t y  s t r u c t u r e s  and s e l f -  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  of  s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  h i s t o r i c a l  c u r r i c u l a  

i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of  t h o s e  r e c o v e r a b l e  documentary m a t e r i a l s  which may 

r e v e a l  " t h e  form and c o n t e n t  of c l a ss room m a t e r i a l s " ,  t h e  " p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  

s t r u c t u r e  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and o r g a n i z a t i o n "  of t h o s e  m a t e r i a l s ,  and t h e  " d a i l y  

classroom s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s "  i n  a  g i v e n  e r a .  

Three  d i s t i n c t  domains f o r  t h e  s t u d y  of  h i s t o r i c a l  c u r r i c u l a ,  then ,  c a n  

be e x t r a p o l a t e d  from G i r o u x ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  f i e l d :  ( 1 )  a n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

c o n t e n t  and form of p r e s c r i b e d  c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t s ;  ( 2 )  a  d e t a i l i n g  of t h e  



p r i n c i p l e s  which governed and t h e  economic f o r c e s  which i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h o s e  t e x t s ;  and (31  a  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

d a i l y  c l a s s r o o m  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  around t h e  t e x t ,  a s  ev idenced  i n  t h e  

r e c o v e r a b l e  t e x t u a l  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t e a c h i n g .  I n  v h a t  f o l l o r s ,  models and 

methods f o r  t h e  s t u d y  of t h e s e  t h r e e  domains a r e  examined. 

I n  h e r  s t u d y  of how American h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k s  have d i s t o r t e d  l a b o u r  

h i s t o r y ,  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  and socioeconomic change,  Anyon ( 1979, p. 379) 

d e s c r i b e s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s e s  of  c u r r i c u l a r  c o n t e n t :  

The r h o l e  r a n g e  of c u r r i c u l u m  s e l e c t i o a s  f a v o r s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  
wea l thy  and powerful .  Although p r e s e n t e d  a s  unb iased ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  i d e o l o g i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  
and p r e r o g a t i v e s  of  t h e s e  g r o u p s  and do n o t  l e g i t i m i z e  p o i n t s  of 
v i e r  and p r i o r i t i e s  of g r o u p s  t h a t  compete w i t h  t h e s e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n t e r e s t s  f o r  s o c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  and s u p p o r t .  

I n  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s  r e s e a r c h  i n  c u r r i c u l a r  c r i t i c i s m  h a s  come a  good 

d i s t a n c e  t o r a r d s  showing h o r  c u r r i c u l a r  c o n t e n t  h a s  been i d e o l o g i c a l l y  b i a s e d  

towards  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  dominant  socioeconomic g r o u p s  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  and pos t -  

i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  ( e. g . ,  F i t z g e r a l d ,  1979; Taxe l ,  1981) .  

The p r i n c i p a l  method of  c u r r i c u l a r  c r i t i c i s m  h a s  been, and remains ,  t h e  

j u x t a p o s i t i o n  of  ' o f f i c i a l '  t e x t b o o k  v e r s i o n s  of  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  s o c i a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  h i s t o r y  and c o n c e p t u a l  c a t e g o r i e s  r i t h  r e v i s i o n i s t  s o c i a l  

h i s t o r y  and a l t e r n a t i v e  v i e r s  of  s o c i a l ,  economic, and p o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  (e .  g. 

Anyon; T a x e l ) .  Resea rch  p r o c e d u r e s  g e n e r a l l y  e n t a i l  a  r e n d e r i n g  of e x p l i c i t  

i d e a s ,  v a l u e  judgements  and s t a t e m e n t s  conveyed i n  t h e  t e x t ,  f o l l o ~ e d  by a  

d i s c r e p a n c y  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e s e  d a t a  w i t h  a c t u a l  s o c i a l  " r e a l i t y "  o r  s o c i a l  

h i s t o r y .  Secondary methods have i n v o l v e d  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a t a  on 

gender  and r a c e  of  a u t h o r s  and c h a r a c t e r s  ( e .  g . ,  Hald, 1981; Lor imer  and Long, 

1980) and t h e  n o t a t i o n  of s t e r e o t y p i n g  ( e. g. , Croghan and Croghan, 1981 1 .  I n  



sum, t h e s e  s t u d i e s  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  is a  c e n t r a l  

component i n  t h e  " t r a n s m i s s i o n  of c l a s s  c u l t u r e  a s  common c u l t u r e n  ( A e x l e r ,  

1982) .  

A second,  complementary s t e p  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  

of c u r r i c u l a  l i e s  i n  t h e  examina t ion  of i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  n o t i n g  t h e  

" p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  cur r i cu lum"  

( Giroux, p. 221, a s  well a s  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  economic and c u l t u r a l  f o r c e s  which 

moulded t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  t h e  cur r i cu lum.  Al though a n  e x h a u s t i v e  body of  

r e s e a r c h  i n  c u r r i c u l a r  h i s t o r y  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  development  of  t e c h n o c r a t i c ,  

assembly l i n e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  development  ( e .  g . ,  Cremin, 1976; 

Hamilton, 19781, t h u s  f a r  few c o n t e n t  a n a l y s e s  have f o c u s s e d  on c o r r e l a t i v e  

changes  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  models and c o n d i t i o n s  of t e x t  development  and 

a u t h o r s h i p .  

Apple ( 1983, p. 309) n o t e s  t h a t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  on 

"how . . . '  l e g i t i m a t e '  knonledge Cis1 made a v a i l a b l e  i n  s c h o o l s "  t y p i c a l l y  h a s  

bypassed t h e  s t u d y  of  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o d u c t i o n  of  t h e  p r imary  medium of s c h o o l  

knowledge: t h e  s c h o o l  t ex tbook .  He views t e x t  p r o d u c t i o n  a s  a t  once  a  b 
"' 

* c u l t u r a l "  and a n  "economic" a c t i v i t y :  human s u b j e c t s  a r e  engaged a c t i v e l y  i n  

t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  c o n c e i v i n g ,  d e s i g n i n g  and a u t h o r i n g  t e x t s ,  r i t h i n  t h e  

economic c o n s t r a i n t s  of  t h e  "commerce" of  t e x t  p u b l i s h i n g  and t h e  p o l i t i c s  of 

t e x t  adop t ion .  So seen ,  t h e  t e x t b o o k  is a n  a r t i f a c t  of human e x p r e s s i o n  and 

a n  economic commodity. A s  Apple n o t e s ,  t h e  "unpacking"  of t h e  " s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  of  p r o d u c t i o n "  of  c u r r i c u l a ,  and " t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  a p p a r a t u s  t h a t  l i e s  

behind them" h a s  escaped  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  ( p. 307) .  H i s  r e s e a r c h  agenda,  

which e n t a i l s  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  commercial  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  on t e x t  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i s  based on t h e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t ex tbook ,  and hence 



e d u c a t i o n a l  knowledge, is a  " c u l t u r a l  p roduc t"  l i k e  any o t h e r ,  a  commodity f o r  

consumption. A s  c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  though, t e x t b o o k s  a r e  w r i t t e n  and produced 

by p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r p r e t i v e  ~ 0 m m ~ n i t i e ~ :  g r o u p s  of  academics ,  

t e a c h e r s  and c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p e r s  o p e r a t i n g  from p a r a d i g m a t i c  a s sumpt ions  

a b o u t  t e a c h i n g  and l e a r n i n g ,  and t h e  s p e c i f i c  domain of knowledge t o  be 

t r a n s m i t t e d .  T h i s  c r u c i a l  a s p e c t  of  a u t h o r s h i p  d o e s  n o t  f e a t u r e  p r o m i n e n t l y  

on A p p l e ' s  agenda,  d e s p i t e  i ts  emphasis  on t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of c u r r i c u l u m  a s  a  

"concep tua l "  and " c u l t u r a l "  a c t i v i t y .  According1 y, t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  " making" of 

t e x t  a s  p a r t  of i ts  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  s o c i a l ,  economic and a u t h o r i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  t e x t b o o k s  c a n  be examined. 

Apple, then ,  t u r n s  t o  t h e  d e t a i l i n g  of t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t e x t  

p r o d u c t i o n  - a s  well a s  c r i t i q u e  of  t h e  a c t u a l  c o n t e n t  of  t e x t s  - a s  a  means 

f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  how t e x t u a l  c u r r i c u l u m  s e r v e s  a s  a form of i d e o l o g i c a l  

r e f l e c t i o n .  The p r o c e s s e s  of  s e l e c t i o n  and a u t h o r s h i p  have been h i s t o r i c a l l y  

c o n s t r a i n e d  by economic f o r c e s  on t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and consumption of  

cu r r i cu lum,  a s  well a s  by t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  b e l i e f  s y s t e m s  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  c u r r i c u l u m  regardi lyg t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  knowledge, 

competence t o  b e  t a u g h t ,  and t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  o r  e d i f y i n g  r a y  of  t e a c h i n g  - 

it. Indeed,  t h e  c r i t i q u e  of c u r r i c u l a r  form and c o n t e n t  would n o t  be  comple te  

w i t h o u t  a  r ev iew of  t h e  "series of s o c i a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o r s  t h r o u g h  which 

knowledge is made". Accordingly ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  w i l l  e n t a i l  a n  a n a l y s i s  

n o t  j u s t  of  t h e  c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t  and t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  world view and a s s u m p t i o n s  

a b o u t  t h e  world, l e a r n i n g  and t h e  l e a r n e r  t h a t  i t  embodies, b u t  how t h a t  t e x t  

was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  - t h e  " s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of meaning 

p roduc t ion"  ( Hexler ,  1 982, p. 281 1 .  

The t h i r d  f o c u s  of c u r r i c u l a r  r e s e a r c h  proposed by Giroux c o n c e r n s  t h e  



" s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s "  of  c l a s s r o o m s  and s c h o o l s  w i t h i n  and t h r o u g h  which t h e  

c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t  i s  t a u g h t .  I n  Anyon's  ( 1 9 8 1 )  s t u d y  of  " s o c i a l  c l a s s  and 

s c h o o l  knonledge",  s h e  c o n f i r m s  a  c r u c i a l  h y p o t h e s i s  of hegemony theory :  t h a t  

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  coded i n  t h e  t e x t  i n  and of i t se l f  is  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h a t  

nh ich  c h i l d r e n  b r i n g  anay . f rom t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of s c h o o l i n g .  Anyon d e s c r i b e s  

c h i l d r e n ' s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  r e s p o n s e s  t o  and s e n s e s  of  t h e  same t e x t ,  s h o r i n g  hon 

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m e d i a t i o n  and c h i l d r e n ' s  background knowledge a r e  c o n t i n g e n t  

f a c t o r s  i n  how t e x t s  a r e  unders tood .  Hence, a n a l y s e s  of  c u r r i c u l a  must 

c o n s i d e r  t h e  " c u r r i c u l u m  i n  use", t h a t  is, t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  n h i c h  s e r v e  t o  

r e c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  s t a t e d  t e x t u a l  c u r r i c u l u m  i n t o  a c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e d  " schoo l  

knowledge" ( Luke, d e  C a s t e l l ,  and Luke, 1983 ) .  

Apart  from e t h n o g r a p h i c  and c a s e  s t u d y  a n a l y s e s  of  t e a c h e r s '  and 

s t u d e n t s '  i n t e r a c t i o n  around t h e  t e x t ,  t h i s  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  c l a s s r o o m  

i n t e r a c t i o n  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  " t e c h n i c a l  form" (Apple ,  

1982) of modern cur r i cu lum.  A p p l e ' s  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  " t e c h n i c a l  form" of 

s c i e n c e  t e x t s ,  and d e  C a s t e l l  and Luke' s ( i n  p r e s s )  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  

" t echno logy"  of  b a s a l  r e a d i n g  series s i g n a l s  h o ~  c u r r i c u l a r  form - t h e  a d j u n c t ,  

m a t e r i a l s ,  s t r u c t u r i n g  of  l e s s o n s  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

c lassroom,  coded i n  t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s  - c a n  l e a d  t o  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r i n g  

of c l a s s r o o m  l e s s o n s  and i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  Tha t  is, t h e  comprehensive  

t e c h n i c a l  form of  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  n h i c h  e x c e e d s  t h e  t e x t  t o  i n c l u d e  t e x t u a l  

g u i d e l i n e s  on hon t o  s t r u c t u r e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  and i n t e r a c t i o n  around i t  

m e d i a t e s  what s t u d e n t s  do n i t h  t h a t  c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t  - embodying a  "h idden  

cur r i cu lum"  of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  of  a t t i t u d e s  towards  t h e  t e x t ,  and of t h e  

knonledge and competences  o s t e n s i b l y  b e i n g  t a u g h t .  H h i l e  i t  c a n n o t  be 

presumed t h a t  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  p a s t  adhered  t o  t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s  and 



d e p a r t m e n t a l  d i r e c t i v e s  a n y  more t h a n  t h e  t o t a l  e f f i c a c y  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  c a n  

be p r e s u p p o s e d ,  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t e x t  may r e v e a l  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  a s s u m p t i o n s  

and p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  and t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  " s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s " ,  and  

l i t e r a t e  c o m p e t e n c e s  t h a t  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  se t  o u t  t o  t e a c h .  

T h r e e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  c r i t i q u e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  c u r r i c u l a  h a v e  been  

i n t r o d u c e d :  n o t a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a  t h e m a t i c  and  f a c t u a l  d i s c r e p a n c y  a n a l y s i s  of 

o v e r t  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t ;  A p p l e ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  making of  

t h e  s c h o o l  t e x t ;  and  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  c u r r i c u l a r  g u i d e s  and  a d j u n c t  m a t e r i a l s  t o  

s e e  how t h e  " t e c h n i c a l  form" o f  c u r r i c u l u m  may h a v e  l e d  t o  a  p a r a l l e l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  k n o n l e d g e  and  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  But  i s  t h i s  a l l  

Gi roux,  Apple,  and  B e r n s t e i n  b e f o r e  them, mean by c u r r i c u l a r  "form": t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  and  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  C u r r i c u l u m ?  O r  must 

t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  " fo rm and c o n t e n t  o f  c l a s s r o o m  m a t e r i a l s "  r e f e r  a s  well t o  

t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  and  l i t e r a r y  fo rm w i t h i n  n h i c h  i d e o l o g i c a l  messages  a r e  

i n s c r i b e d ?  

A m a j o r  p i t f a l l  o f  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  s o c i o l o g y  of  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  

h a s  been  i t s  n i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a c c e p t  t e x t  form a s  a  mere a d j u n c t  means f o r  t h e  

d e l i v e r y  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t :  t h e  f o r m e r  d e s c r i b e d  i n  terms of  dominan t  

"me taphor s " ,  " images" ,  o r  "key  no rds" ;  t h e  l a t t e r  d e s c r i b e d  i n  terms of  t h e  

sum t o t a l  o f  v a l u e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  and  i d e a s  n h i c h  m i g h t  be  s e e n  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  

" f a l s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s " .  F o r  much c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  p r e sumes  t h a t  t e x t  m i r r o r s  

o r  r e f l ec t s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  n h i c h  i n  t u r n  i s  l i n k e d  t o  

s p e c i f i c  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s .  T h i s  i s  a  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n ,  and  i n  many c a s e s  a  

somewhat i r o n i c  one,  o f  a  b a s e / s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  model: a  o n e  t o  one  

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t n e e n  s c h o o l  knowledge  and  t h e  " i d e a s  o f  t h e  dominan t  

c l a s s e s " .  Even t h o s e  c r i t i c s  nho h a v e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  i d e o l o g y  encoded  i n  



c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t s  may r e f l e c t  t h e    contradictor^" c h a r a c t e r  of p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  

i d e o l o g i e s ,  have o f t e n  n e g l e c t e d  t h e  need f o r  a  more complex model of  t e x t  

a n a l y s i s ,  one  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  suppose  t h a t  t e x t s  a r e  s i m p l y  r e a d a b l e ,  l i t e r a l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of  ' someone e l s e '  s' v e r s i o n  of  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  o b j e c t i v e  

knonledge and human r e l a t i o n s .  But do t e x t s  a l ~ a y s  mean o r  communicate n h a t  

t h e y  say?  And p e r h a p s  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  hon d o e s  t h e  l i t e r a r y  and l i n g u i s t i c  

form of  t e x t u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  convey p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  messages  and c r e a t e  

p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s ?  L i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a s  noted,  sets o u t  t o  

g e n e r a t e  o r  i n d u c e  c e r t a i n  " s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s "  and "norms". To e x p l i c a t e  

t h e s e ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a c y - r e l a t e d  c u r r i c u l a  r e q u i r e s  more 

e x a c t i n g  models of  t e x t / d i s c o u r s e  a n a l y s i s .  

Without a c c e s s  t o  a c t u a l  c l a s s r o o m s  and c h i l d r e n ,  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  

must t u r n  its f o c u s  t o  t h e  t e x t  i t s e l f ,  b u i l d i n g  models f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  

n h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d s  of  t e x t s  se t  o u t  t o  "do" t o  r e a d e r s ,  and of  how 

c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t s  p r o j e c t e d  " i d e a l "  s t u d e n t  r e a d e r s .  I n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t r e e n  i d e o l o g y  and language,  Wi l l i ams  ( 1977, p. 39) a r g u e s  t h a t  

t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  s i g n  e x i s t s  b o t h  by v i r t u e  of " t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of  t h e  p e o p l e  who6 
r 

a r e  a c t u a l l y  u s i n g  it" and by v i r t u e  of  t h e  " r e l a t i o n  between fo rmal  e l ement  

and meaning ( i t s  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e ) " .  Fo l lowing  t h i s  l i n e  of  r eason ing ,  

t e x t s  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  b e a r  a n a l y s i s  i n  terms of t h e  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  n i t h i n  n h i c h  t h e y  a r e  embedded, i n  terms of  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

p o r t r a y e d  i n  terms of t h e i r  " i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e s " .  To t h i s ,  Hexler,  i n  

" S t r u c t u r e ,  t e x t  and s u b j e c t n  (1982,  p. 2871, a d d s  t h a t  n h i l e  a  c r i t i c a l  

s o c i o l o g y  of  c u r r i c u l u m  h a s  demons t ra ted  " h o r  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of e v e n t s  is 

p a r t i a l  and c l a s s - b a s e d  ... t h e  s e l e c t i v e  ' b i a s '  of  s e l e c t i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  is i t s e l f  t h e  p r o d u c t  of  a  c o n c e p t u a l  a p p a r a t u s  t h a t  o p e r a t e s  



w i t h i n  t h e  t e x t "  [ e m p h a s i s  added] .  

But from where might models f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t e x t  

s t r u c t u r e  t o  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  be d e r i v e d ?  Hex le r  s u g g e s t s  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of models of  t e x t  a n a l y s i s  from l i t e r a r y  t h e o r y ,  s e m i o t i c s ,  f i l m  

c r i t i c i s m  and o t h e r  f i e l d s .  Hhat is needed is  n o t  o n l y  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  

a n a l y s i s  of  t e x t  a u t h o r s h i p  and p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  of  r e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  c lass room,  b u t  f u r t h e r m o r e  a  c o h e r e n t  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t e x t u a l  form. I t  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  c o n s i d e r  f u r t h e r  boa t e x t s  

s t r u c t u r e  a u t h o r / r e a d e r  r e l a t i o n s ,  and how r h e t o r i c a l  and s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e  

e s t a b l i s h e s  p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  messages and effects. For  t h a t ,  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s t u d y  t u r n s  t o  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  d i s c o u r s e  a n a l y s i s  of  n a r r a t i v e s .  

1. 3. 2. Tex t  a n a l y s i s :  S t o r y  grammars and c h i l d r e n '  s n a r r a t i v e s  

Reviewing t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of  r h e t o r i c ,  l i n g u i s t i c s ,  psychology,  

a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  and o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  t o  contemporary  models o f  t e x t  

a n a l y s i s ,  U e y e r  and Rice (1983,  p. 321) o b s e r v e  t h a t  a  " v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n  

f o r  t h e  v a r i e t y  of t e x t  a n a l y s i s  s y s t e m s  i n  u s e  a t  p r e s e n t  h a s  t o  do r i t h  t h e  . 
purposes  f o r  which t h e y  mere developed" .  A s  Ueyer and R i c e  a rgue ,  no 

p a r t i c u l a r  model is more " t r u e "  t h a n  a n o t h e r  - r a t h e r  v a r i o u s  models have been 

developed f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  g e n r e s  o f  t e x t  ( e. g. , n a r r a t i v e ,  

j o u r n a l i s t i c  p rose ,  n o v e l s )  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s e a r c h  t a s k s  i n  mind. I n  what 

f o l l o w s ,  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s t o r y  grammar a n a l y s i s  a r e  reviewed, and 

p a r t i c u l a r  models a r e  fo rwarded  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  of 

h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a c y - r e l a t e d  c u r r i c u l a .  Not ing t h e  r o l e  of connec ted  p r o s e  

d i s c o u r s e  i n  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  c u l t u r e - s p e c i f i c  " p l a n s ,  b e l i e f s  and 

a c t i o n s "  (Bruce ,  1981) t h r o u g h  t h e  e x e r c i s e  by t h e  a u t h o r  of p a r t i c u l a r  

l i t e r a r y  " d i s c o u r s e  o p t i o n s "  (Brewer, 19861, t h e  u s e  of  s t o r y  grammars t o  



a n a l y z e  i d e o l o g i c a l  form and c o n t e n t  of c h i l d r e n ' s  n a r r a t i v e s  i s  d e s c r i b e d .  

t leyer  ( 1981 1 and Van D i  j k  ( 1979) m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  p r i m a r y  

l e v e l s  f o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t e x t :  t h e  m i c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l ,  

m a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l ,  and  t o p - l e v e l .  Both p r o c e e d  f r o m  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a  

nar row f o c u s  on s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  a s  i n  

t r a d i t i o n a l  d e s c r i p t i v e  l i n g u i s t i c s ,  f a i l s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r u l e  s y s t e m s  which 

i n h e r e  i n  l a r g e r  d i s c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e s .  The m i c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  

a n a l y s i s  is u n d e r t a k e n  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e ;  g e n e r a l l y ,  H a l l i d a y  and 

H a s a n ' s  ( 1 9 7 6 )  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  n o t a t i o n  o f  i n t e r s e n t e n t i a l  and  l e x i c a l  c o h e s i o n  

is f o r w a r d e d  a s  a n  e x e m p l a r  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  a n a l y s i s .  t l a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  

a n a l y s i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  l o g i c a l  and  r h e t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  b e t r e e n  

s e n t e n c e s  and  a t t e n d a n t  c o n c e p t s  ( c f .  Van D i  j k  and  K i n t s c h ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  B a l l m e r  

( 1976, p. 2) f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  

t l a c r o s t r u c t u r e s  are s t r u c t u r e s  which r e la te  t h e  n o n - l i n e a r  o b j e c t u a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  and  t h e  l i n e a r  t e x t u a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  t l a c r o s t r u c t u r e s  a l l o w  
f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  o f  t e x t s .  The a n a l y s i s  l e a d s  t o  
p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  c o n t e n t ,  c o n t e x t  and  
communica t ive  f o r c e .  

t l a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  t h u s  e n a b l e s  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  "non- 

l i n e a r "  f i c t i o n a l  S t r u c t u r e s  and  c o n t e x t s  p o r t r a y e d  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  t h r o u g h  

t h e  g r a p h i n g  o f  t e x t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  t e m p o r a l  o r d e r  t h e y  a p p e a r  ( c f .  

Brewer and L i c h t e n s t e i n ,  1980,  p. 3 ) .  F i n a l l y ,  " t o p  l e v e l "  a n a l y s i s  e n t a i l s  

t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and c o m p a r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  " g e n e r a l  r h e t o r i c a l  p a t t e r n s "  

s u c h  a s  s t o r i e s  and  s c i e n t i f i c  a r t i c l e s  ( l l e y e r  and  Rice, pp. 327-8) .  

" S t o r y  grammar",. " s t o r y  schema", and " s t o r y  mapping" models  h a v e  been  

f o n a r d e d  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  m a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  n a r r a t i v e s .  The a im o f  t h i s  

r e s e a r c h  is t o  c h a r t  t h e  m a j o r  p r o p o s i t i o n a l  componen t s  o f  n a r r a t i v e  

d i s c o u r s e .  T h i s  l e v e l  o f  a n a l y s i s ,  which sets a s  its g o a l s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of  



" t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  s t r u c t u r e "  of t h e  t e x t  ( R u m e l h a r t ,  1977,  p. 2771, is o f  f o c a l  

c o n c e r n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t s .  

F o r  t h e  s t u d y  of c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a d i n g  n a r r a t i v e s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  

have  found  t h e  " s t o r y  grammar approach"  most  e f f e c t i v e .  

A s t o r y  grammar is a n a l o g o u s  t o  a  s e n t e n c e  grammar, i n  t h a t  e a c h  is 
composed o f  a  s e t  o f  r u l e s  which d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  
a  c l a s s  o f  items u h i c h  c a n  be  c a l l e d  we l l - fo rmed  s t o r i e s  o r  
s e n t e n c e s .  I n  p r i n c i p l e ,  a  s t o r y  grammar is  g e n e r a t i v e ,  t h a t  is, i t  
c a n  p r o d u c e  s t r u c t u r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  s t o r i e s  which n e v e r  have  been  
t o l d  b u t  would be  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  a c c e p t a b l e  s t o r i e s .  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  
t h e  r u l e s  a r e  more o f t e n  used  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  s t o r y  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  (Meyer  a n d  Rice, p. 338) 

The p a r s i n g  o f  t h e  "grammar" o f  a  s t o r y  r e v e a l s  p a r t i c u l a r  r u l e s ,  and 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  r u l e s  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h a t  s t o r y .  

S t o r i e s ,  t h e n ,  a r e  s e e n  t o  be  c o m p r i s e d  o f  " s y n t a c t i c  e l e m e n t s "  and " s e m a n t i c  

c o n t e n t "  ( Durkin ,  1  983, p. 253) ; s e m a n t i c / i d e a t i o n a l  c o n t e n t  is e x p r e s s e d  

w i t h i n  and t h r o u g h  p a r t i c u l a r  s y n t a c t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  n h i c h  e x i s t  a t  a  

p r o p o s i t i o n a l  l e v e l .  Adop t ing  a  s c h e m a - t h e o r e t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  on  r e a d i n g  - 

n h i c h  p o s i t s  t h a t  r e a d i n g  i s  a  r e c i p r o c a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  be tween t h e  r e a d e r ' s  

s chemata  and  t h e  schemata  coded  i n  t h e  t e x t  - r e s e a r c h e r s  have  been  a b l e  t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  which s t r u c t u r e s  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  n a r r a t i v e  a c h i e v e  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  

o f  "goodness  o f  f i t "  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  r e a d e r s '  background  knowledge ( A n d e r s o n  

and Pea r son ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  

The r a n g e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  mode l s  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  c o n n e c t e d  d i s c o u r s e  

v a r y  g r e a t l y  i n  b o t h  r e s e a r c h  p u r p o s e s  and  i n  t h e  d e g r e e s  o f  c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s  

o f  d e t a i l  t h e y  y i e l d .  Much o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  on  c h i l d r e n ' s  n a r r a t i v e s  h a s  t a k e n  

i ts l e a d  f rom r e s e a r c h  by Rumelha r t  ( 1975,  1977)  on  r e a d e r s '  c a p a c i t i e s  t o  

comprehend, u n d e r s t a n d  and summarize  b r i e f  s t o r i e s .  Rumelha r t  h a s  p roposed  

what h e  c a l l s  a  " p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  schema" f o r  s t o r i e s  ( 1977,  p. 268) :  



Casual  o b s e r v a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  a  s u r p r i  s i n g 1  y simp1 e mot i f  under1 y i n g  a  
r emarkab le  number of b r i e f  s t o r i e s .  . . .  T h i s  mot i f  i n v o l v e s  n h a t  I 
c a i l  problem s o l v i n q  e p i s o d e s .  Such s t o r i e s  have r o u g h l y  t h e  
f o l l o n i n g  s t r u c t u r e :  F i r s t ,  someth ing  happens  t o  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t  of 
t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  sets up a  g o a l  f o r  him t o  accomplish .  Then t h e  
remainder  of t h e  s t o r y  is a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t ' s  problem- 
s o l v i n g  b e h a v i o r  a s  he  s e e k s  t o  accompl i sh  h , i s  goa l .  The problem 
s o l v i n g  b e h a v i o r  i t s e l f  is u s u a l l y  n e l l  s t r u c t u r e d .  

Rumelhart  d e v e l o p s  a  sys tem of  g r a p h i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  n h i c h  e n a b l e s  t h e  

d e t a i l i n g  of  "sets of embedded g o a l s "  o r  " g o a l  s t a c k s " .  The " r e w r i t e  r u l e s "  

of t h i s  sys tem y i e l d  a  " s t o r y  tree", nh ich  b r e a k s  donn s t o r i e s  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  

of "ep i sode" ,  "causes" ,  "tries" and "outcomes". These  c a t e g o r i e s ,  Rumelhart  

a rgues ,  e n a b l e  u s  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  " i m p o r t a n t  p a r t s  o f  a  s t o r y  and t h e  d e t a i l s  

of t h e  s t o r y "  ( p .  278) .  

Drawing upon t h e  work of Rumelhart ,  Hand le r  and Johnson (19771,  Anderson, 

S p i r o  and Anderson (1978)  and o t h e r s ,  S t e i n  and Glenn ( 1 9 7 9 )  p ropose  a  

s i m p l i f i e d  model f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  s i m p l e  n a r r a t i v e s  ( c f .  Nezrorsk i ,  

S t e i n ,  and Trabasso ,  1979; S t e i n  and Trabasso,  1  981 1 .  T h e i r  " s t o r y  grammar", 

used f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of b a s a l  r e a d i n g  t e x t s  and c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e  

n a r r a t i v e s ,  i d e n t i f i e s  s e v e r a l  key components: s e t t i n g  i d e n t i f i e s  background 
L 

i n f o r m a t i o n  on c h a r a c t e r s  and l o c a t i o n ;  e ~ i s o d e  i n c l u d e s  a n  i n i t i a t i n c r  e v e n t ,  

resDonse,  and a t t e m o t  t o  r e a c h  t h e  g o a l  s t i p u l a t e d  n i t h i n  and t h r o u g h  t h e  

i n i t i a t i n g  even t ;  t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a c t i o n s  i n  t u r n  l e a d  t o  consequences  o r  

r e a c t i o n s .  A t y p i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  S te in -Glenn  grammar t o  a  b a s a l  r e a d e r  

n a r r a t i v e  is s p e c i f i e d  i n  T a b l e  1. 2. 

A s  shonn i n  T a b l e  1 . 2 . ,  t h e  S te in -Glenn  model, l i k e  Rumelhar t ' s ,  

p resupposes  t h a t  s t o r i e s  s i t u a t e  a  s e r i e s  of  g o a l - s e e k i n g  a c t i o n s  under taken  

by a  f i c t i o n a l  pe r sona  n i t h i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  s e t t i n g  and c o n t e x t .  These 

a c t i o n s  i n  t u r n  g e n e r a l l y  l e a d  t o  a  set of consequences  r i t h i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

s e t t i n g .  The model r e a d i l y  accommodates t h e  " s t a c k i n g "  of mu1 t i p l e  a t t e m p t s  



. . 
T a b l e  1 .  2. : The S te in -Glenn  S t o r y  Grammar Model 

"The T i g e r '  s I lh isker"  

S e t t i n g  

I n i t i a t i n g  Event  

I n t e r n a l  Response 

Attempt 

Consequence 

Once t h e r e  was a woman r h o  l i v e d  i n  a f o r e s t .  

One day s h e  was wa lk ing  up a h i l l  and s h e  came 
upon t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  a l o n e l y  t i g e r ' s  cave.  

She r e a l l y  r a n t e d  a t i g e r ' s  n h i s k e r  and d e c i d e d  
t o  t r y  t o  g e t  one. 

She p u t  a bowl of food  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  open ing  
of  t h e  c a v e  and s h e  s a n g  s o f t  music. 

The l o n e l y  t i g e r  came o u t  and l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  
music. The l a d y  t h e n  p u l l e d  o u t  one  of h i s  
w h i s k e r s  and r a n  down t h e  h i l l  ve ry  q u i c k l y .  

R e a c t i o n  She knew h e r  t r i c k  had worked and f e l t  v e r y  happy. 

Source:  Nezworski, T. , S t e i n ,  N. L. , and Trabasso ,  T. ( 1979 ) .  S t o r y  S t r u c t u r e  
Versus  C o n t r o l  E f f e c t s  on C h i l d r e n ' s  R e c a l l  and E v a l u a t i v e  I n f e r e n c e s .  Tech. 
Rep. No. 129. Urbana, IL: C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  Study of  Reading. 



and "sub-a t t empts" ,  consequences  and "sub-consequences"  which may o c c u r  i n  

b a s i c  n a r r a t i v e s ,  whi le  y i e l d i n g  a  s i m p l e r ,  more p r o s a i c  a n a l y s i s  t h a n  

Rumelhart '  s model. 

The S te in -Glenn  model is p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  of 

i d e o l o g y  i n  b a s a l  r e a d e r  n a r r a t i v e s  because  of  i ts  s i m p l i c i t y  and f l e x i b i l i t y .  

nany n a r r a t i v e s  f e a t u r e d  i n  e a r l y  pr imary r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  do n o t  f e a t u r e  

h i g h l y  complex embeddings of mot ives  and c o n t e x t s  and hence do n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e  

complex i ty  of  t h e  Rumelhart  " s t o r y  t r e e " .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  S te in -Glenn  model 

y i e l d s  a  p r o s e  p a r a p h r a s e  of t h e  n a r r a t i v e  and t h u s  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  " s y n t a x "  of  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  and 

t h e  " semant ic"  c o n t e n t  of  p o r t r a y e d  p a t t e r n s  of  m o t i v a t i o n ,  a c t i o n  and b e l i e f .  

Does t h e  proposed u s e  of t h e  Ste in-Glenn model f o r  t h e  c r i t i q u e  of 

c u r r i c u l a r  i d e o l o g y  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  more c o n v e n t i o n a l  u s e s  of  s t o r y  grammar 

a n a l y s i s ?  For  many e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  of  grammatical  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  s t o r y  is t o  e n a b l e  r e s e a r c h e d  p r e d i c t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  

r e l a t i v e  s a l i e n c e  and c o m p r e h e n s i b i l i t y  of a  t e x t  ( B r u c e ,  1980, p. 3 7 5 ) .  

R e s e a r c h e r s  l i k e  Rumelhart ,  Hand le r  and Johnson,  S t e i n  and Trabasso,  K i n t s c h  L 

(1986)  and o t h e r s  have set  a s  t h e i r  t a s k  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  of r e c a l l  based on t h e  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s .  t ieyer and R i c e  ( p .  3403 d e s c r i b e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

u s e  of  s t o r y  grammars a s  a  me thodo log ica l  t o o l :  

I n  t h e  a r e a  o f  r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  u s u a l  p r o c e d u r e  is  t o  a p p l y  t h e  
s t o r y  grammar t o  a  g i v e n  s t o r y  passage.  Thus, t h e  components of t h e  
passage  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  and r o l e  i n  t h e  
s t o r y .  T h i s  makes i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  compare s t o r i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e ,  r e q a r d l e s s  of  t h e  c o n t e n t  of  t h e  s t o r y  [ e m p h a s i s  
added].  

T y p i c a l l y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  on t e x t  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  n o t  t ended  t o  v i e r  

i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  per se - t h e  a c t u a l  v a l u e s ,  mora l s ,  c o n c e p t s  which 

i n s t a n t i a t e  t h e  s t o r y  schema - a s  p r o b l e m a t i c  f o r  s t o r y  grammar a n a l y s i s .  And 



i t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  Meyer, Rice and o t h e r s  t e n d  t o  omit  mention of 

t h o s e  s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  and l i t e r a r y  models of d i s c o u r s e  a n a l y s i s  which 

e x p r e s s l y  s e t  o u t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  ( e . g . ,  Pecheux and Fuchs, 

1981; Kress  and Hodge, 1977; c f .  Van Di jk ,  1985) .  

There  a r e ,  however, c o n t r a s t i n g  views on t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of c o n t e n t  - and 

i d e o l o g y  - a s  a n  o r g a n i z i n g  p r i n c i p l e  b o t h  i n  t h e  comprehension and i n  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t e x t s .  A s  Ba l lmer  (1976)  m a i n t a i n s ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  t e x t u a l  

m a c r o s t r u c t u r e s  n o t  o n l y  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  o f  r e c a l l ,  b u t  a s  we l l  

e n a b l e s  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of c o n t e n t  ( a n d  t h e  f o r e c a s t i n g  of " p o s s i b l e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s "  and "communicative f o r c e " ) .  F o r  h i s  p a r t ,  Van D i j k  (1977)  

a r g u e s  t h a t  c o n t e n t  i t s e l f  may p r o v i d e  a  key p r i n c i p l e  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

macropropos i t ions .  I n  t h e  c o n t e n t ,  m a n i f e s t  i n  t h e  t e x t ' s  "frame", t h e  

r e s e a r c h e r  may be a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  " e x p l a n a t o r y  component of l i n e a r  and 

g l o b a l  coherence"  ( p. 1 5 9 ) .  F o r  i t  is t h i $  c o n t e n t / f r a m e ,  "a c o n c e p t u a l  

s t r u c t u r e  i n  s e m a n t i c  memory" which s t a n d s  a s  a n  " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e " .  

Through t h e  f rame a u t h o r  and r e a d e r  a r e  a b l e  t o  r e l a t e  a  number of  " g e n e r a l  

b u t  c u l t u r e  dependent"  c o n c e p t s  i n t o  a  s e m a n t i c  " u n i t " .  Van D i j k  ( p .  210) 

a r g u e s  t h a t  

c o n v e n t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e  somehow form a  u n i t  which may be a c t u a l i z e d  
i n  v a r i o u s  c o g n i t i v e  t a s k s ,  s u c h  a s  l a n g u a g e  p r o d u c t i o n  and 
comprehension,  p e r c e p t i o n ,  a c t i o n  and problem s o l v i n g .  

Van D i j k  h e r e  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  s t o r y  grammar and t h e  

" c u l t u r e  dependent"  background knowledge ( of " e x p e r i e n c e "  and concep t s ,  of 

s o c i a l  and d i s c o u r s e  "conven t ions" )  lodged  i n  t h e  " s e m a n t i c  memory" of  a u t h o r s  

and r e a d e r s .  H i s  more r e c e n t  work on p r e j u d i c e  i n  d i s c o u r s e  b e g i n s  p o s i t i n g  

t h e  s o c i a l  c l a s s  and e t h n i c  s p e c i f i c i t y  of  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and comprehension of 

p a r t i c u l a r  d i s c o u r s e  f o r m a t s  (Van Di jk ,  1985) .  



Indeed,  t h e  comprehension of o r a l  and t e x t u a l  l a n g u a g e  p resupposes  t h e  

r e a d e r '  s a b i l i t y  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  " p o s s i b l e  world" of  i n t e n t i o n s ,  a c t i o n s ,  and 

m o t i v a t i o n s ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of p a r t i c u l a r  l i n g u i s t i c ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t e x t u a l ,  

i n f o r m a t i o n  ( Olson, 1986) .  I n  a n  i n t e r a c t i v e  model of t e x t  p r o c e s s i n g ,  

r e a d e r s  u s e  background knowledge and c o n t e x t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  p o s i t  t h o s e  

n o r l d  s t r u c t u r e s  e x p r e s s e d  o r  i m p l i e d  i n  a  t e x t  o r  u t t e r a n c e .  The d e t a i l s  of 

t h e s e  " p o s s i b l e  worlds",  and how t h e y  might be  d i f f e r e n t  from t h o s e  r e a d i l y  

a c c e s s i b l e  i n  s e m a n t i c  memory, however, depends  on hou t h e  t e x t  s t r u c t u r e s  and 

p r o j e c t s  t h a t  world: 

. . .  when s p e c i f i e d ,  t h e  p o s s i b l e  world d e v i a t e s  i n  s y s t e m a t i c  
d i r e c t i o n s  from t h e  o r d i n a r y  o r  common world. S e n t e n c e s  a r e  means of 
s t i p u l a t i n g  p o s s i b l e  worlds.  I t  is t h e  t e x t  which s p e c i f i e s  how t h e  
p o s s i b l e  world is t o  be taken.  S e n t e n c e s ,  i n  t h e s e  c o n t e x t s ,  may be 
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  r e c i p e s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  p o s s i b l e  worlds.  ( Olson, 1986, p. 
149) 

S t o r i e s  c a n  be s e e n  t o  b o t h  p resuppose  i n  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e  and p r o j e c t  t o  

t h e  r e a d e r  t h r o u s h  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  " f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y "  which by 

d e f i n i t i o n  is  t o  some d e g r e e  d i s c r e p a n t  from a u t h o r s '  and r e a d e r s '  a c t u a l  

1 i ved r e a l i t i e s .  . 
A s t o r y  i s  set  i n  a  f a l s e  communicat ional  s e t t i n g ,  and i t  c r e a t e s  a  
f a l s e  r e a l i t y  i n  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  mind. The s e n t e n c e s  of  t h e  s t o r y  p l a y  
a  d o u b l e  r o l e .  They c o n n e c t  t h e  r e a l  n o r l d  i n  which t h e  r e a d e r  
e x i s t s  and t h e  imag inary  world i n  which t h e  communication t a k e s  
p lace .  These  s e n t e n c e s  e x i s t  i n  t h i s  world a s  p r i n t e d  l e t t e r s .  They 
a r e  s e n t e n c e s  m a t e r i a l i z e d  i n  t h i s  world. A s  s u c h  t h e y  e x e r t  t h e  
o b j e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n  on t h e  r e a d e r ' s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  And i t  i s  due t o  
t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  c r e a t e s  a  f a l s e  r e a l i t y  i n  t h e  
r e a d e r '  s c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  ( Kuroda, 1976, p. 1 31 1 

These f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t i e s  p o r t r a y e d  by t e x t u a l  mic ro  and m a c r o s t r u c t u r e s  

a r e  i n  t u r n  s o c i a l  s e l e c t i o n s .  Regarding t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t e x t ,  Kress 

( 1985, p. 137 )  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  work of  Van D i  jk ,  H a l l i d a y ,  Hasan and o t h e r s  

marks a  s h i f t  from "narrow c o n c e r n s  w i t h  s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e  t o  a  concern  w i t h  



s o c i a l l y  s i q n i f i c a n t  [ e m p h a s i s  added1 l i n g u i s t i c  u n i t s  and t o  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  

t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n  with,  provenance i n  and u t t e r  i m b r i c a t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s " .  Text  he  d e f i n e s  a s  " m a t e r i a l  fo rms  of  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  and 

i n t e r p l a y  of  t h e  s o c i a l  c a t e g o r y  of d i s c o u r s e "  ( p. 1 4 9 ) .  Of t h e  r u l e  sys tems  

govern ing  t h e  s t r u c t u r i n g  of  t e x t s ,  Kress  ( p .  137) m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  

Hhereas s e n t e n c e s  c a n  be shown t o  be formed on t h e  b a s i s  of knowledge 
of grammatical  r u l e s ,  t e x t s  a r i s e  on t h e  b a s i s  of knonledge of r u l e s  
and of e x i g e n c i e s  which a r e  f i r s t  and f o r e m o s t  s o c i a l  i n  t h e i r  n a t u r e  
- and i n  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  and e f f e c t s .  . . .  That  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  c o n s t r u c t  t e x t s ,  a l o n e  o r  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  i s  s e e n  t o  
a r i s e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  s o c i a l  demands, which r e f l e c t  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
i n  which s p e a k e r s  and w r i t e r s  a r e  p laced ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  s o c i a l  
needs  and a t t e n t i o n s .  

Here Kress  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t e x t  is a  s o c i a l l y  c o n s t r a i n e d  and 

embedded a c t i v i t y .  Those s o c i a l l y  d e r i v e d  r u l e s  f o r  t h e  " o r g a n i z a t i o n "  and 

s t r u c t u r e  of d i s c o u r s e ,  Kress  and Hodge (1977 ,  p. 6) e x p l i c i t l y  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  

" i d e o l o g i c a l "  i n t e n t s  of  a u t h o r s  and s p e a k e r s :  

Language i s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of  c o n t r o l  and communication. L i n g u i s t i c  
forms a l l o n  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  be conveyed and d i s t o r t e d .  I n  t h i s  nay 
h e a r e r s  c a n  be bo th  manipu la ted  and informed,  p r e f e r a b l y  manipu la ted  
whi le  t h e y  suppose  t h e y  a r e  b e i n g  informed.  Language is i d e o l o g i c a l  
i n  a n o t h e r ,  more p o l i t i c a l ,  s e n s e  of  t h a t  word: i t  i n v o l v e s .  
s y s t e m a t i c  d i s t o r t i o n  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of c l a s s  i n t e r e s t .  . 

How, then ,  do s t o r y  grammars y i e l d  i d e o l o g i c a l  meanings? C l e a r l y ,  t h e i r  

comprehension r e q u i r e s  c u l t u r a l l y  ( a n d  s o c i a l  c l a s s )  s p e c i f i c  background. 

Bruce ( 1980, p. 370) n o t e s  t h e  k ind  of s o c i a l 1  y c o n s t r a i n e d  and a c q u i r e d  

background knowledge one needs  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c o g n i z e  and i n t e r p r e t  a  c o n t e n t  

frame. 

One n e e d s  t o  know how c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  a c t i o n s  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  c a r r i e d  
o u t  ( e. g, , g i v i n g  of t e n  i n v o l v e s  a  p h y s i c a l  t r a n s f e r )  and what t h e  
p r e c o n d i t i o n s  and outcomes of a c t i o n s  a r e .  One a l s o  needs  knowledge 
of t h e  normat ive  b e h a v i o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s o c i a l  a c t i o n s  and 
s i t u a t i o n s ,  and knowledge of  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s  and r o l e s  p e o p l e  t ake .  
One needs  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  o n e ' s  b e l i e f s  from o n e ' s  b e l i e f s  
a b o u t  a n o t h e r '  s b e l i e f s ;  a l s o ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  h a n d l e  p o s s i b l y  
i n c o n s i s t a n t  d a t a  a b o u t  t h e  b e l i e f s  and p l a n s  of o t h e r s .  F i n a l l y ,  



one needs  k n o r l e d g e  of  s o c i a l  a c t i o n  ~ a t t e r n s ,  t h a t  is, t h e  s e q u e n c e s  
of a c t i o n  t h a t  t y p i c a l l y  occur .  

S t o r i e s  c a n  be viewed a s  s t r u c t u r a l  c o d i n g s  of normat ive  i d e o l o g i c a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n ;  t h e y  r e l y  upon knowledge of  c u l t u r a l l y  and s u b - c u l t u r a l l y  

s p e c i f i c  p a t t e r n s  of s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  s i t u a t i o n s ,  m o t i v a t i o n ,  b e h a v i o r s  and 

b e l i e f s  f o r  t h e i r  comprehension ( K i n t s c h  and Green, 19781, and may convey and 

t e a c h  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h o s e  p a t t e r n s .  S t o r y  grammar a n a l y s i s ,  

a c c o r d i n g l y ,  c a n  l e a d  t o  a n  u n d e r l i n i n g  of t h e  p a t t e r n s  of s o c i a l  a c t i o n  and 

i n t e r a c t i o n  which t e x t s  b o t h  p resuppose  and t each .  

Not o n l y  a r e  t h e  world v iews conveyed i n  n a r r a t i v e  c u l t u r a l l y  s p e c i f i c ,  

b u t  a s  w e l l ,  a t t e n d a n t  d i s c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e s  and c o n v e n t i o n s  a r e  i n d i g e n o u s  t o  

p a r t i c u l a r  s e l e c t i v e  n a r r a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n s .  O r a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  f o r  example, t e n d  

t o  have h i g h l y  c o n v e n t i o n a l i z e d  c h a r a c t e r s  who b r i n g  r i t h  them expec ted  

p a t t e r n s  of  g o a l  s e e k i n g  a c t i o n :  e . g . ,  t h e  c o y o t e  among American I n d i a n  

t r i b e s ,  t h e  s p i d e r  i n  R e s t  A f r i c a n  f o l k  t a l e s  ( Brewer, 1985, p. 181 1. O r a l  

s t o r y  t r a d i t i o n s ,  moreover, may p r e s c r i b e  f i x e d  l i n g u i s t i c  forms f o r  t h e s e  

p o r t r a y a l s  nh ich  s t o r y t e l l e r s  and a u d i e n c e s  a c c e p t  and expec t .  

Hodern l i t e r a t e  c u l t u r e s  and ( e t h n i c  and s o c i a l  c l a s s )  s u b c u l t u r e s  have 

v a r y i n g  p r o t o c o l s ,  d i s c o u r s e  c o n v e n t i o n s  and s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  what w i l l  c o u n t  a s  

a  s t o r y  ( S c r i b n e r  and Cole,  1981; Heath, 1983) .  Authors  of n a r r a t i v e s  ~ i t h i n  

t h e  H e s t e r n  t r a d i t i o n  - w h i l e  a d h e r i n g  t o  c o n v e n t i o n a l  " e v e n t  s t r u c t u r e s "  l i k e  

t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  by Handle r  and Johnson,  S t e i n  and Glenn, Rumelhart ,  and o t h e r s  

- r i l l  e x e r c i s e  s p e c i f i c  d i s c o u r s e  o p t i o n s  t o  a c h i e v e  p a r t i c u l a r  e f f e c t s .  

Brewer ' s  ( p. 184) s u r v e y  of  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  of  " H e s t e r n  w r i t t e n  s t o r i e s "  

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a u t h o r s  of  w r i t t e n  n a r r a t i v e s  do n o t  t e n d  t o  be a s  c o n s t r a i n e d  

t o  " f i x e d  l i n g u i s t i c  forms" a s  t h o s e  i n  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  F o r  example, he  

n o t e s  t h a t  "even t h e  most f o r m u l a i c  g e n r e s "  do n o t  have such  " c o n v e n t i o n a l i z e d  



o p e n i n g s "  a s  o r a l  s t o r i e s .  Whi le  "number and  o r d e r  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  

c h a r a c t e r s  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be  a  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n v e n t i o n a l i z e d  a s p e c t  of  

n r i t t e n  s t o r i e s " ,  t h e  " t y p e s  of c h a r a c t e r s  g e n e r a l l y  a r e "  ( 1 8 5 ) .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  

Brewer n o t e s  o f  q u a l i t y  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h i s  c o n v e n t i o n a l i z i n g  o f t e n  i n v o l v e s  

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r  f rom " . S O c i e t y l ~  g e n e r a l  s t e r e o t y p e s " ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e  a s c r i p t i o n  of  a n  u n u s u a l  o r  u n i q u e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  S i m i l a r l y ,  

Wes te rn  n r i t t e n  t r a d i t i o n s  d o  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  c o n v e n t i o n a l i z e d  s t r i c t l y  i n  

t e r m s  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  e p i l o g u e s ,  c l o s i n g s ,  and  n a r r a t o r i a l  r o l e s .  V a r i a t i o n  

i n  w r i t t e n  s t o r i e s  t h u s  t e n d s  t o  o c c u r  o n  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s t r u c t u r e :  

I n  compar ing  t h e  H e s t e r n  w r i t t e n  s t o r y  t o  t h e  o r a l  s t o r y  i t  a p p e a r s  
t h a t  t h e  w r i t t e n  s t o r y  shows less  c o n v e n t i o n a l i z a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
number o f  s t o r y  e l e m e n t s  and  t h e  f i x e d  l o c a t i o n  o f  s t o r y  e l e m e n t s ,  
a l t h o u g h  i t  d o e s  h a v e  much c o n v e n t i o n a l i z e d  c o n t e n t  ( i . e . ,  t y p e s  o f  
s e t t i n g ,  c h a r a c t e r s ,  e v e n t s  and  r e s o l u t i o n s ) .  I n  n r i t t e n  s t o r i e s  
d i s c o u r s e  o r q a n i z a t i o n  t e n d s  t o  r e p l a c e  r e p e t i t i o n  a s  a  d e v i c e  f o r  
p r o d u c i n g  a f f e c t .  ( B r e u e r ,  p. 1 87) 

S e v e r a l  c r u c i a l  p o i n t s  a b o u t  t h e  c u l t u r a l l y  s p e c i f i c  p r o p e r t i e s  of 

s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  H e s t e r n  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n  emerge  f r o m  Brerrer's r e s e a r c h .  The 

l a c k  o f  m i c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  l i n g u i s t i c  c o n v e n t i o n a l i z a t i o n  e n a b l e s  a u t h o r s  t o  

e x e r c i s e  a  good d e a l  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i n  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  and  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  

m a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  s t o r y  e l e m e n t s .  Brewer ( p .  180 )  r e f e r s  t o  t h e s e  a s  t h e  

" d i s c o u r s e  o p t i o n s "  t h a t  may b e  e x e r c i s e d ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  a f f e c t i v e  and  

i d e a t i o n a l  i n t e n t :  t h e  a u t h o r  may v a r y  s t o r y  e l e m e n t s  ( e . g . ,  o p e n i n g ,  

r e s o l u t i o n ,  e p i l o g u e ,  n a r r a t o r i a l  r o l e )  i n  terms o f  " p r e s e n c e / a b s e n c e " ,  

" e x p l i c i t n e s s " ,  " t y p e " ,  and  " d i s c o u r s e  o r d e r " .  H h i l e  n o t  t i e d  t o  t h e  f i x e d  

l i n g u i s t i c  f o r m s  o f  a n  o r a l  ' s t o r y t e l l i n g  t r a d i t i o n ,  a u t h o r s  n o n e t h e l e s s  a r e  

c o n s t r a i n e d  by " c o n v e n t i o n a l i z e d  c o n t e n t " .  T h e i r  l a t i t u d e  e x i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  r e w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  " d i s c o u r s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  of  t h e  t e x t ,  

a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  terms of t h e i r  e x e r c i s e  o f  " d i s c o u r s e  o p t i o n s "  



O p t i o n s  a r e  e x e r c i s e d  t o  produce p a r t i c u l a r  i d e a t i o n a l  and a f f e c t i v e  

responses :  f o r  example, n a r r a t o r i a l  p r e s e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e  c a n  u n d e r l i n e  t h e  

d i d a c t i c  e l ement  of t h e  s t o r y ,  i n v o k i n g  a  n a r r a t o r ' s  r e a l i t y  a s  d i s t i n c t  from 

t h a t  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  o r  u n d e r c u t t i n g  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r u l e s  and 
* .  

p a r a m e t e r s  of a  s p e c i f i c  f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y  and s o  f o r t h .  These s t y l i s t i c  and 

c o n v e n t i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  i n t e n t i o n a l  a t t e m p t s  by t h e  a u t h o r / s t o r y t e l l e r  t o  

i n d u c e  i n  t h e  r e a d e r / l i s t e n e r  s p e c i f i c  e f f e c t s  ( Brewer; c f .  Egan, 1978) .  To 

speak  of n a r r a t i v e s  a s  c u l t u r a l l y  s p e c i f i c ,  t h e n ,  r e f e r s  t o  c o n v e n t i o n s  

g o v e r n i n g  b o t h  t h e  c o n t e n t  and form of s t o r i e s .  A 1 1  s t o r i e s ,  i n  t h i s  d u a l  

sense ,  r e f l e c t  a  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  e x e r c i s e d  by a u t h o r s .  

Obviously ,  r h a t  c o u n t s  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  o r  l e g i t i m a t e  g o a l s e e k i n g  a c t i o n  i n  

t e x t  may v a r y  g r e a t l y  a c r o s s  c u l t u r e s ,  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  and s u b - c u l t u r e s  

(Hea th ,  1983) .  Consequent ly ,  s t o r y  grammar a n a l y s i s  e n a b l e s  t h e  d e t a i l e d  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  i d e o l o a i c a l  c o n t e n t  a s  a  s e r i e s  of  r e p r e s e n t e d  ( a n d  pe rhaps  

r e p e a t e d )  e p i s o d e s ,  s e t t i n g s ,  p l a n s ,  a c t i o n s  and i n t e r a c t i o n s  ( e. g. ,  a  p a t t e r n  

of c h i l d r e n ' s  p l a y  o r  work) r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  d i s c r e t e  b i t s ,  themes, i d e a s ,  and 

images of  p a r t i c u l a r  ideo logy .  T h i s  seems p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p e r a t i v e  i n  l i g h t  of 

H i l l i a m s '  ( $976, p. 205)  e n j o i n d e r  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  of c u l t u r a l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  

i n v o l v e s  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of c h i l d r e n  i n t o  a  c o h e r e n t  "whole body 

of  p r a c t i c e s  a n d . e x p e c t a t i o n s " ,  i n c l u d i n g  " a s s i g n m e n t s  of energy"  and 

" o r d i n a r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  man and h i s  world". St0r.y grammar a n a l y s i s  t h u s  

can  e n a b l e  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of  how s p e c i f i c  s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e s ,  d i s c o u r s e  

o p t i o n s ,  and s t y l i s t i c  c o n v e n t i o n s  have b e e n - s t r u c t u r e d  t o  communicate 

p a r t i c u l a r  c o n v e n t i o n a l  s e m a n t i c  messages. 

But d o e s  t h e  p l o t t i n g  of  s t o r y  grammars j u s t  o f f e r  a  more comprehensive  

means of d r a f t i n g ' i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  a s  a  t o t a l  world view? Rhat of  t h e  



" p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s " ,  "communicative f o r c e "  and "norms of 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  conveyed i n  and t h r o u g h  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n ?  C e r t a i n l y ,  a s  

noted,  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  what is  t o  c o u n t  a s  a  s t o r y / t e x t  and what is t o  c o u n t  a s  

a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t e x t s .  But a s  well t h e y  l e a r n  r h a t  t o  do w i t h  

t e x t s .  

Regarding t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  of  p a r t i c u l a r  n a r r a t i v e  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  s e m i o l o g i s t  Umberto Eco ( 1 9 7 9 )  examines  p o p u l a r  and l i t e r a r y  

t e x t s '  s t r u c t u r e  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  how t e x t  i s  s t r u c t u r e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e s c r i b e s  

t h e  i d e a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and c o n s t r a i n s  t h e  r e a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  its 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Using a  t y p o l o g y  f o r  "open" and " c l o s e d "  t e x t s ,  Eco a r g u e s  

t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e  of  a  t e x t  t e n d s  t o  g e n e r a t e  d i s t i n c t  k i n d s  

of r e a d e r s h i p .  Analyzing t h e  " s t r u c t u r e  oP t h e  f a b u l a " ,  Eco p o i n t s  o u t  how 

t h e  e x e r c i s e  of  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s c o u r s e  o p t i o n s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  s t o r y  

can  enhance and p r e c l u d e  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  and l e v e l s  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  l l h i l e  

t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  open t e x t s  b e g e t  a  r a n g e  of p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  t h o s e  

of c l o s e d  t e x t s  t e n d  t o  d e l i m i t  and c o n s t r a i n  r e a d e r s  t o  a  narrow s e t  of  
C 

i n t e r p r e t i v e  o p t i o n s  (see Chap. 3 ) .  I n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of a c t u a l  a c c o u n t s  of  

h i s t o r i c a l  r e a d e r s  of  p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d s  of t e x t s ,  E c o ' s  t h e o r e t i c a l  typo logy  

e n a b l e s  u s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  models of  p o s s i b l e  i d e o l o g i c a l  and l i t e r a r y  e f f e c t s  of 

p a r t i c u l a r  n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  " r o l e  of t h e  r e a d e r "  

i m p l i c i t l y  p r e s c r i b e d  by t e x t  s t r u c t u r e .  

To rev ien :  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ' s  approach  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d y  of t h e  

r e a d i n g  and l i t e r a c y - r e l a t e d  c u r r i c u l u m  u s e s  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  

a s  a  g e n e r a l  me thodo log ica l  t e m p l a t e .  A t h r e e  t i e r e d  agenda f o r  t h e  s t u d y  of 

i d e o l o g y  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  c u r r i c u l u m  is proposed.  I t  i n v o l v e s :  f i r s t ,  a n  

examina t ion  of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of  a u t h o r s h i p  and t h e o r e t i c a l  a s sumpt ions  behind 



examina t ion  of  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of a u t h o r s h i p  and t h e o r e t i c a l  a s sumpt ions  behind 

t h e  making of  t h e  cur r i cu lum;  second,  a n  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  

and s t r u c t u r e  of  c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t s ;  and t h i r d ,  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h o s e  a d j u n c t  

t e x t s  d e s i g n e d  t o  set o u t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t s .  

Yet t h e  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  of s c h o o l  knowledge d o e s  n o t  j u s t  e n t a i l  t h e  

s e l e c t i o n  of p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t e n t s .  The a u t h o r s h i p  of c u r r i c u l u m  a s  well 

e n t a i l s  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of p a r t i c u l a r  d i s c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e s  and s t y l i s t i c  

c o n v e n t i o n s  n i  t h  which t o  comnunicate  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t .  According1 y, a  

b a s i c  s t o r y  grammar a n a l y s i s  f o r m a t  r i l l  be used a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  

d i s c u s s i o n  of  p a r t i c u l a r  n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  and l i t e r a r y  c o n v e n t i o n s  used t o  

p o r t r a y  v a l u e s ,  mot ive  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  c h a r a c t e r  t y p e s  and s o  

f o r t h .  Moreover, u s i n g  E c o ' s  t y p o l o g y  of "open" and " c l o s e d "  t e x t s ,  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s t u d y   ill model h y p o t h e t i c a l l y  i d e o l o g i c a l  "norms of  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  

conveyed and p r e s c r i b e d  by p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t  s t r u c t u r e s .  

1. 4. Background: Pos twar  s c h o o l i n g  and l i t e r a c y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  of  i d e o l o g y  i n  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  f o c u s s e s  on . 
s e l e c t e d  t e x t s  from t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  p o s t  Horld Har I1 B r i t i s h  

Columbia. Though it t a k e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  approach  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of 

cu r r i cu lum,  i t  is  i n t e n d e d  a s  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  a n  e a r l i e r  s t u d y  ( Luke, 1980; 

c f .  d e  C a s t e l l  and Luke, 1983) which e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  s h i f t  from n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  " C l a s s i c a l "  t o  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  " P r o g r e s s i v e "  c u r r i c u l a r  

o r i e n t a t i o n s .  Between 1925 and 1945, t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Department of 

Educa t ion  modernized s c h o o l s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  American P r o g r e s s i v e  model: i n  

t h e  o f f i c i a l  c u r r i c u l u m ,  c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  pedagog ies  based on t h e  emergent  

" s c i e n c e "  of  e d u c a t i o n  r e p l a c e d  l o n g s t a n d i n g  emphases on r e c i t a t i o n ,  

l i t e r a t u r e  s t u d y  and t h e  3 R' s (Luke,  1980; Tomkins, 1981, 1984) .  



F o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  documen t s  f rom t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g  and  r e l a t e d  

l i t e r a t e  c o m p e t e n c e s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia s c h o o l s  f rom 1945  t o  1960 n e r e  

g a t h e r e d .  These  i n c l u d e d :  Depa r tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  c u r r i c u l u m  g u i d e s ,  

c h i l d r e n ' s  t e x t b o o k s ,  memos and  p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t s  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t e a c h e r s  and  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a d j u n c t  t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s ,  s c h o l a r 1  y a r t i c l e s ,  t e a c h e r s '  

j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s  and  newspape r  r e p o r t s .  The i n q u i r y  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g ,  n i t h  some e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of s p e l l i n g ,  n r i t i n g  

and  r e l a t e d  " l a n g u a g e  a r t s "  i n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  ( g r a d e s  o n e  t o  s e v e n ) .  I n  

n h a t  f o l l o w s ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  p o s t w a r  B r i g i s h  Columbia e d u c a t i o n a l  

p o l i c y  and  t h e  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  o v e r  s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i t e r a c y  is o u t l i n e d  b r i e f l y  

and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c u r r i c u l a r  t e x t s  u sed  i n  b a s i c  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  

p e r i o d  f rom 1950-1 960 a r e  d e s c r i b e d .  

Ormsby ( 1 9 6 2 ,  pp. 481-4) e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h e  war s u c c e e d e d  i n  p r o p e l l i n g  

C a n a d a ' s  n e s t e r n m o s t  p r o v i n c e  o u t  o f  t h e  d o l d r u m s  o f  economic  d e p r e s s i o n .  

T h e r e  n a s  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  i n c r e a s e  i n  employment: B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ' s  p r i m a r y  

r e s o u r c e s  were  a t  a  premium o n  t h e  wor ld  m a r k e t  and  n a r - r e l a t e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  

f l o u r i s h e d .  S t r a t e g i c a l l y  p o s i t i o n e d  o n  t h e  P a c i f i c  c o a s t ,  Vancouver and  C 

V i c t o r i a  a s  well were t h e  s i t es  o f  r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  t e r t i a r y  s e r v i c e  s e c t o r s .  

S h i p b u i l d i n g  and  p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  r e q u i r e d  i m m e d i a t e  e x p a n s i o n ,  w h i l e  a e r o p l a n e  

and  m u n i t i o n s  m a n u f a c t u r e  began  i n  t h e  F r a s e r  V a l l e y .  T h i s  economic  a c t i v i t y  

t h r u s t  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n t o  y e t  a n o t h e r  upswing  i n  n h a t  economic  h i s t o r i a n  B lack  

( 1 9 7 2 )  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  i s  t h e  boom and  b u s t  economic  c y c l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a  

, r e s o u r c e  b a s e d  economy which  is r e l i a n t  on  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  

marke t s .  l l i t h  p o s t n a r  p o p u l a t i o n  g ro i r t h  t y p i c a l  o f  C a n a d i a n  p r o v i n c e s ,  

however, t h i s  economic  d e v e l o p m e n t  would s u s t a i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  economy and 

i n d i r e c t l y ,  p o s t n a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p a n s i o n ,  well i n t o  t h e  1950s .  



Chief  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  S c h o o l s  H. B. King - w i t h  L i b e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  

M i n i s t e r  G.M. Aeir t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a r c h i t e c t  o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  - 

n o t e d  t h e  e f e c t  of  t h e  war on p u b l i c  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e c t i o n s  o f  e d u c a t i o n :  

The war . . .  c a u s e d  p e o p l e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  
f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  t h e  working  o f  democracy and a s  a n  agency  f o r  
d e v e l o p i n g  t h o s e  a t t i t u d e s  and  i d e a l s  which must  p e r m e a t e  n a t i o n s  if 
t h e y  a r e  t o  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  p e a c e f u l  way. ( P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  Repor t ,  
1941 -2, p. D37) 

F o l l o w i n g  Dewey, P r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t o r s  l o o k e d  t o  s c h o o l i n g  a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  

s o u r c e  of c u l t u r a l  c o n t i n u i t y ,  economic  and p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y .  Yet t h e  

immedia t e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  war was t o  c u r t a i l  t h e  program o f  c u r r i c u l a r  and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  begun i n  t h e  i n t e r w a r  y e a r s  by Aeir, King, 

MacLauren and o t h e r s .  I n  1941,  Aeir ( p. 460) commented t h a t  " d u r i n g  t h e  war 

we w i l l  b e  o b l i g e d  t o  mark time". S c h o o l  f u n d i n g  had  d e c r e a s e d  a s  p u b l i c  

monies  were d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  war e f f o r t ;  s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was h a l t e d ,  

t e x t b o o k  s u p p l i e s  dwind led ,  and  a  l o n g  o v e r d u e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t e a c h e r  pay was 

pos tponed.  D e c l i n i n g  e n r o l l m e n t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  l o n e r  b i r t h r a t e s  o f  t h e  

D e p r e s s i o n  ( Johnson ,  1964,  p. 1 2 3 ) .  Though t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  was i n  a  

h o l d i n g  p a t t e r n ,  on  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  i t  was t o  be  u s e d  f o r ,  i n  Aeir's words,  " the '  

c a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g  and s t u d y  o f  o u r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n " .  By 1945,  Heir had o r d e r e d  

t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  650 s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n t o  74 l a r g e r  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t s  ( Cameron, 1  945) .  And by 1950,  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  e l e m e n t a r y  

c u r r i c u l u m  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r w a r  y e a r s  had been  u p d a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  American t e x t b o o k s .  

An immedia t e  problem f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p l a n n e r s  and  c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p e r s  

was t h e  s e v e r e  s h o r t a g e  o f  t r a i n e d  t e a c h e r s  wrought  by war t ime  e n l i s t m e n t  and 

i n d u s t r y .  A s  p r o v i n c i a l  normal  s c h o o l  e n r o l m e n t s  d e c r e a s e d  by a  t h i r d  

( J o h n s o n ,  p. 1231,  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a  Summer Schoo l  a p p r a i s e d  



t h e  s i t u a t i o n :  

The mar h a s  t a k e n  young men f rom t e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  armed f o r c e s  and war 
i n d u s t r y .  . . .  Young women a r e  g o i n g  n h e r e  t h e y  c a n  make more money 
t h a n  i n  t e a c h i n g  o r  n h e r e  t h e y  f e e l  t h e y  c a n  r e n d e r  more e f f e c t i v e  
s e r v i c e .  ( H i c k e l b u r g h ,  1942,  p. 1 5 )  

The mar a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t h e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  f e a r s  a b o u t  d e c l i n i n g  s t a n d a r d s  o f  

l i t e r a c y .  C. B. Connay, D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  and 

S t a n d a r d s  Branch f rom 1946 t o  1972,  mas n a r y  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  war on  

s t a n d a r d s  o f  l i t e r a c y ,  i n v o k i n g  t h e  s p e c t r e  o f  mass i l l i t e r a c y  a s  a  r e c u r r i n g  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  g l o b a l  war. Connay r e c a l l e d  t h e  Hor ld  Har I e r a  

Army Alpha and B e t a  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t e s t i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  by Yerkes ,  which had 

r e v e a l e d  u n e x p e c t e d  l e v e l s  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  among U . S .  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s .  

S p e a k i n g  t o  t h e  V i c t o r i a  Summer S c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  i n  t r a i n i n g ,  Connay commented 

t h a t  "Army tests r e v e a l  many p e o p l e  t o  be  i l l i t e r a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  s c h o o l s  and  

homeland were r a v a g e d  by t h e  n a r  o f  1914-18 and  i t s  a f t e r m a t h "  ( i n  

H ick leburgh ,  p. 1  7 ) .  

T h e r e  was, however, .  no  d e f i n i t i v e  d a t a  on d e c l i n i n g  p r o v i n c i a l  s c h o o l  

a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  l i t e r a c y  t o  j u s t i f y  s u c h  a larm.  B e f o r e  h i s  1945 r e t i r e m e n t ,  . 
King d e f e n d e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c u r r i c u l u m ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  " t h e  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  r e c r u i t  e n a b l e s  him t o  g r a s p  q u i c k l y  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t e c h n i c a l  

f e a t u r e s  o f  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g "  ( P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  R e p o r t ,  1942,  p. 832) .  H i s  

comments c a n e  i n  t h e  wake o f  p rov ince -wide  a c h i e v e m e n t  t e s t i n g  r u n  by Connay: 

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  S c h o o l  Achievement  T e s t s  i n  Read inq  (Form 3, 

V I I )  had r e v e a l e d  t h a t  " t h e  medium of t h e  t y p i c a l  B r i t i s h  Columbia s t u d e n t  is, 

i n  r e a d i n g  comprehens ion ,  o n e  h a l f  y e a r  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  h i s  American 

c o u n t e r p a r t "  ( p .  B38). King, Conmay and t h e i r  c o l l e g u e s  i n  V i c t o r i a  seemed 

s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y - b a s e d  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  e l e m e n t a r y  r e a d i n g  and  



l anguage  a r t s  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r w a r  y e a r s  were y i e l d i n g  

p o s i  ti ve r e s u l  ts. 

Indeed much of t h e  a l a r m  e x p r e s s e d  by p u b l i c  and e d u c a t o r s  o v e r  a l l e g e d l y  

d e c l i n i n g  l e v e l s  of l i t e r a c y  seems t o  have been based on Uni ted  S t a t e s  

Department of  Defense  d a t a ,  wide ly  quo ted  i n  t h e  Canadian p r e s s  and p r o v i n c i a l  

t e a c h e r s '  j o u r n a l s .  I n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Teacher ,  S t r i n g f  e l l o r  Barr ,  

p r e s i d e n t  of  St. J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  U. S. was quo ted  a s  f o l l o w s :  

The r a r  is showing up a  f a i l u r e  t h a t  had a l r e a d y  become a  g r a v e r  and 
g r a v e r  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  a  f r e e  people .  Our army non 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  many c o l l e g e  men c a n n o t  a n a l y z e  ar i n t e r p r e t  a p a r a g r a p h  
of  p l a i n  E n g l i s h  and know what is i n  it. ( i n  S u t h e r l a n d ,  1943, p. 
183) 

B a r r  n o t e d  t h a t  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  made "very  s o r r y  o f f i c e r  m a t e r i a l "  and were 

t h e  p r o d u c t s  of t h e  "breakdown i n  l i b e r a l  educa t ion" .  I n  t h e  same a r t i c l e ,  

t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of  Barvard  U n i v e r s i t y  was quo ted  a t  l e n g t h  f o r  p r o v i n c i a l  

t e a c h e r s :  

From a l l  s t u d i e s  ... w e  h e a r  c o m p l a i n t s  of  t h e  a v e r a g e  Harvard 
g r a d u a t e  u n a b l e  t o  mi te  e i t h e r  c o r r e c t 1  y o r  f l u i d l y .  . . An e d u c a t i o n a l  
s y s t e m  which c a n n o t  t e a c h  t h e  young t o  write t h e i r  mother  tongue  
f l u i d l y  a f t e r  f i f t e e n  o r  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  of s c h o o l i n g ,  c a n n o t  keep  pace  
r i t h  t h e  n e e d s  of  t h e  mar, n o r  t h e  needs  of  peace. Nor c a n  it keep  
pace  w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  of p r o f e s s o r s ,  n o r  of b u s i n e s s ,  n o r  of i n d u s t r y ,  
n o r  of a  f r e e  p r e s s .  ( p. 182)  

Here a  r e c u r r i n g  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  improvement of  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of r e a d i n g  

and r r i t i n g  was a p p a r e n t :  l i t e r a c y  was s e e n  a s  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  "needs  of 

b u s i n e s s  and i n d u s t r y "  a n d t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

T h i s  m i s a p p l i c a t i o n  of  U.S. d a t a  t o  t h e  Canadian e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  

c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  t h e  nar .  I r v i n g  Graham, a n  i n s t r u c t o r  w i t h  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  

Normal Schoo l  i n  Ca lga ry ,  a s s e s s e d  f o r  B.C.  t e a c h e r s  " t h e  k ind  of e d u c a t i o n  re 

have been a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t o  o u r  p u p i l s  i n - t h e  l a s t  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  years" .  He 

t o o  c i t e d  U. S. s o u r c e s :  



Tnenty e i g h t  o u t  of e v e r y  thousand  men a r e  r e j e c t e d  because  t h e y  a r e  
t o o  b a d l y  t r a i n e d  t o  p a s s  t h e  s i m p l i s t  l i t e r a c y  tests. . . .  Hany h i g h  
s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e s  a r e  . . .  aeak  i n  t h e  c l e a r  and s i m p l e  u s e  
of  t h e  E n g l i s h  Language. ( Graham, 1945, p. 57) 

On t h e  b a s i s  of  U.S. d a t a ,  Graham conc luded  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  

s y s t e m  r a s  " n o t  P r o g r e s s i v e ,  n o t  o c c u p a t i o n a l ,  n o r  s o c i a l ,  n o r  s c i e n t i f i c " .  
. . 

I n  t h e  a tmosphere  of h e i g h t e n e d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sys tem,  t h e  

i n e v i t a b l e  compar i sons  of  American and Canadian s t a n d a r d s  and achievement  

f u e l l e d  s k e p t i c i s m .  

L i b e r a l  S e n a t o r  G. HcGeer ( 1946, p. 1131, f o r m e r  Hayor of Vancouver, 

a rgued  t h a t  

He have i n  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h e  means of c r e a t i n g  a  
l i t e r a t e  people .  He have advanced t o  t h e  p o i n t  r h e r e  e v e r y  c h i l d  i s  
n o t  o n l y  p rov ided  w i t h  a  f r e e  e d u c a t i o n  b u t  is compel led  t o  a c c e p t  
t h a t  e d u c a t i o n ,  and y e t  re f a i l  and f a i l  l amentab ly .  

HcGeer - a  l o n g  time a d v o c a t e  of  Heir's programme of  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  - was n o t  

a l o n e  among p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  r h o  e x p r e s s e d  d i s p l e a s u r e  r i t h  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  system. Yet r h i l e  h i s  u rbane  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  f o c u s s e d  on t h e  need 

f o r  a  t r u l y  " P r o g r e s s i v e "  i n t e g r a t i o n  of  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  w i t h  community l i f e ,  

o t h e r s  c a l l e d  f o r  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  " t h r e e  R ' s  of t h e  L i t t l e  Red Schoolhouse".  L 

H. L. A. , I. J. Johnson ( C o a l i  t i o n / R e v e l s t o k e )  commented i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  on t h e  

Depar tment ' s  pos twar  p l a n n e r s :  

I g e t  a  l e t t e r  now and t h e n  from some of  t h o s e  re11 e d u c a t e d  c h a p s  
and i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have good t y p i s t s  I ' d  n e v e r  be  a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
them, because  I c a n  n e v e r  make o u t  t h e  s i g n a t u r e .  (Vancouver  Sun 17 
February  1946, p. 23) 

The ad hominem t e n o r  of  J o h n s o n ' s  a t t a c k  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  i t  is  s i g n i f i c a n t  

t h a t  even i n  t h i s  e r a  of  r e l a t i v e  c o n s e n s u s  on t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c  

system, t h e r e  remained r e g u l a r  i n v o c a t i o n s  of  " t h e  b a s i c s "  and t h e  "3  R' s": 

J o h n s o n ' s  comments rere r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Vancouver Sun under  t h e  h e a d l i n e  "3 

R ' s  Needed i n  Schools" .  Then, a s  nor ,  l i t e r a c y  crises made good p r e s s .  



~ u t  was t h e r e  any r e a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s u c h  c h a r g e s ?  Under Conway's 

d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  Department of Educa t ion  had amassed a  volume of  psychomet r i c  

d a t a  uhich,  a s  noted,  conf i rmed  t h a t  e l e m e n t a r y  ach ievement  i n  r e a d i n g  

appeared  on t h e   hole s u p e r i o r  t o  t h a t  of  American s t u d e n t s .  However, King 

found f a u l t  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of l i t e r a c y  i n  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s :  

I n  r e a d i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is  n o t  s o  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  . . .  23 p e r  c e n t  were 
below t h e  modest C a l i f o r n i a  s t a n d a r d  f o r  g r a d e  X. T h i s  n o t  
i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  body o f  s t u d e n t s  is n o t  well equ ipped  t o  d e a l  u i t h  t h e  
... m a t e r i a l  . . .  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r  i n  t h e i r  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d i e s .  
( P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  Repor t ,  1944-5, p. Y35). 

These r e s u l t s  King a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t e a c h e r s e  l a c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  r e s e a r c h e d  

approaches  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  r e a d i n g ,  and t o  a  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  " l i t e r a r y  

a e s t h e t i c s " :  

U n t i l  r e c e n t l y  i t  was n o t  unders tood  t h a t  a  programme o f  r e a d i n g  
development s h o u l d  be c a r r i e d  on i n  a l l  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d e s  . . . .  T e a c h e r s  
were u n t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  t e c h n i a u e s  of r e a d i n s  d e v e l o ~ m e n t  [ e m p h a s i s  
added],  and t a u g h t  a s  t h e y  had t h e m s e l v e s  been t a u g h t .  ( P u b l i c  
S c h o o l s  Repor t  1944-5, p. Y35) 

King ( p .  Y38) satr t h e  key t o  s u c c e s s f u l  t e a c h i n g  i n  knowledge of p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

"exper iments ,  r e s e a r c h  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s "  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  "growing s c i e n c e "  

of educa t ion :  "competence" r e q u i r e d  knowledge of  t h e  " c u r r e n t  s t r e a m  of 

e d u c a t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e "  emerging from American and Canadian u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

Yet t h e s e  s t u d i e s  by Connay and o t h e r  Depar tmenta l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and 

, r e s e a r c h e r s  c o u l d  n o t  s i l e n c e  r e a c t i o n a r y  c r i t i c i s m  of  t h i s  P r o g r e s s i v e ,  

avowedly " s c i e n t i f i c " ,  approach  t o  b a s i c  and advanced l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

I n  1953, f o r  example, S o c i a l  C r e d i t  U. L. A. T i l l  y R o l s t o n  - Premier  I. A. C. 

B e n n e t t ' s  f i r s t  E d u c a t i o n  U i n i s t e r  - spoke i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  of t h e  need f o r  

a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  " l i t t l e  r e d  schoolhouse" .  Her c a l l  f o r  t h e  " b a s i c s "  

complemented h e r  o v e r a l l  agenda f o r  t h e  re fo rm o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  R o l s t o n  

S e t  o u t  i n  h e r  b r i e f  t e n u r e  t o  e l i m i n a t e  what s h e  p e r c e i v e d  a s  t h e  i m m o r a l i t y  



and l a c k  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  r h i c h  accompanied  n e g l e c t  o f  t h e  "3 R' s" ( Robin  1973,  

p. 1 7 9 ) .  

She  r a s  s u p p o r t e d  by l o c a l  p r e s s  and  academics .  On 28 Sep tember  1953,  

t h e  Vancouver P r o v i n c e  r a n  a n  e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d  " G e t  C l o s e r  t o  T h r e e  R ' s " .  

The e d i t o r s  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  "pendulum had swung t o o  fa r"  t o w a r d s  a  P r o g r e s s i v e  

model r h i c h  g a v e  " less  e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  t h r e e  R ' s  and  more on  g i v i n g  boys  and 

g i r l s  we l l - rounded  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t h a t  would i n t e g r a t e  them i n t o  s o c i e t y  and 

e n s u r e  them h a p p i e r  l i v e s "  ( p. 6 ) .  Q u o t i n g  V i c t o r i a  S o c i a l  C r e d i t  M. L. A. 

Lydia  Arsens ,  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  f u r t h e r  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  g e n e r a t i o n  r a s  

t h o r o u g h l y  " d i s s a t i s f i e d  r i t h  c u r r e n t  methods": 

Those o f  u s  r h o  a r e  a  b i t  s h y  a b o u t  a d m i t t i n g  o u r  a g e s  c a n  remember 
r h e n  t h e  t h r e e  R ' s  rere t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  Reading ,  
r r i t i n g  and  a r i t h m e t i c  rere d i n n e d  i n t o  o u r  h e a d s  u n t i l  re rere 
t h o r o u g h l y  f e d  up r i t h  them. But  a t  t h a t ,  most  o f  u s  c o u l d  a t  l eas t  
r e a d ,  r r i t e  and  t o t  up a  column o f  f i g u r e s  r i t h  p r e t t y  f a i r  f a c i l i t y .  

The e d i t o r s  c o n c l u d e d  by e n c o u r a g i n g  R o l s t o n  t o  p r e s s  on  w i t h  r e f o r m  and " t o  

r e p l a c e  some o f  t h e  e d u c a t o r s  on t h e  [ D e p a r t m e n t a l  c u r r i c u l u m l  commi t t ee  w i t h  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  community". 

T h i s  p o p u l i s t  c a l l  f o r  t h e  b a s i c s  mas f u e l l e d  f u r t h e r  by c l a i m s  f rom 

u n i v e r s i t y  a c a d e m i c s  t h a t  i n c o m i n g  s t u d e n t s  " c a n ' t  s p e l l  o r  r r i t e  

g r a m m a t i c a l l y " .  Under t h e  f r o n t  page  b a n n e r  h e a d l i n e  "Second R Needed a t  UBC" 

( Vancouver P r o v i n c e ,  28 March $952 ,  p. 1 )  tl. H. S t e i n b e r g  - co-chai rman o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y ' s  first y e a r  E n g l i s h  program - a r g u e d  t h a t  "me h a v e  t o  spend  a l m o s t  

a l l  t h e  first y e a r  t e a c h i n g  s t u d e n t s  s i m p l e  grammar and even  t h e n  most  o f  them 

c a n ' t  h a n d l e  t h e  l anguage" .  T h i s  crisis h e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  " l a c k  o f  

d i s c i p l i n e  i n  t e a c h i n g " .  Bu t  S t e i n b e r g  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  c l a s s  s i z e s  

needed t o  be s m a l l e r  and  t e a c h e r s  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d .  

I n d e e d  t h e  p o s t r a r  "baby boom" and i n c r e a s e d  i m m i g r a t i o n  f rom Europe  had 



l e d  t o  a n  unpreceden ted  r a p i d  g r o r t h  of t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sys tem i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia. Between 1947 and 1953, e n r o l l m e n t  jumped by more t h a n  f i f t y  p e r  

c e n t  f  row 137,827 t o  21 0,744 s t u d e n t s  ( S t a t i s t i c s  Canada, 1971, pp. 129-30).  

By t h e  end of  t h e  19509, t h e  t o t a l  e n r o l l m e n t  would r e a c h  292,403 s t u d e n t s  ( p .  

129) .  The l a r g e s t  g r o n t h  of  c o u r s e  Has i n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s ,  w i t h  o v e r  

65,000 n e r  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r i n g  between 1947 and 1953. 

D e s p i t e  r e t i r e m e n t s  i n  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  and s h i f t s  i n  p r o v i n c i a l  

p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  Department of  Educa t ion  

remained i n t a c t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  H e i r ' s  e ' l e c t o r a l  demise  had come i n  1946, 

y e t  t h e  L i b e r a l  p a r t y  - committed t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  - m a i n t a i n e d  

c o n t r o l  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n  p o r t f o l i o  i n  s u c c e s s i v e  c o a l i t i o n  governments  u n t i l  

R o l s t o n ' s  a scendance  i n  1951. More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  key c i v i l  s e r v i c e  p o s t s  were 

passed on t o  t h o s e  r h o  had a p p r e n t i c e d  a s  i n s p e c t o r s  under  King and Heir's 

d e p a r t i n g  mandate t o  " d i r e c t  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n "  of  P r o g r e s s i v e  re fo rm 

( P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  Repor t ,  1945-6, p. MH35). These  i n c l u d e d  F. I. F a i r y  ( Deputy 

U i n i s t e r ,  1945-531, H. L. Campbell ( Chief  I n s p e c t o r ,  1  945; A s s i s t a n t  
L 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  1946-531, and Conrray. The p o s t u a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r e s s i v e s  

had t o  con tend  w i t h  r a p i d l y  e s c a l a t i n g  c o s t s  and, from t h e  e a r l y  1950s  on, a  

f r e q u e n t l y  unsympathe t i c  S o c i a l  C r e d i t  government. Accordingly ,  s t a n d a r d s  and 

p r a c t i c e s  of s c h o o l i n g  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and b a s i c  l i t e r a c y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  became 

major  p u b l i c  i s s u e s ,  a s  R o l s t o n ' s  and Arsens '  comments amply i l l u s t r a t e .  

I t  r a s  i n  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t ,  then ,  t h a t  t h e  pos twar  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

under took  t o  modernize  and f u r t h e r  implement t h e - P r o g r e s s i v e  c u r r i c u l u m  

i n i t i a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  b e f o r e  and d u r i n g  t h e  war. The Department of  E d u c a t i o n  

remained committed t o  " s c i e n t i f i c "  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  and i n s t r u c t i o n ,  

w i t h  a  Derey ian  " c h i l d - c e n t e r e d "  pedagog ica l  phi losophy.  H i t h  fo rmal  



e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1946 o f  a  R e s e a r c h  and S t a n d a r d s  Branch  u n d e r  C o n n a y ' s  

d i r e c t i o n  ( c f .  Connay, l 9 5 6 ) ,  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  n a s  expanded t o  m o n i t o r  

a c h i e v e m e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n e n l y  c r e a t e d  75 p r o v i n c i a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  

T h i s  t o t a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of  e d u c a t i o n  f i t t e d  n i c e l y  w i t h  

a  p o s t n a r  belief  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o g r e s s  and p o t e n t i a l l y  u n l i m i t e d  economic  

development .  Honever,  a  s t r o n g  c o u n t e r - p o s i t i o n  n a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  p r o v i n c i a l  

p o l i t i c s  and t h e  p o p u l a r  p r e s s :  a  s k e p t i c i s m  t o n a r d s  t h e  t e n e t s  o f  modern 

( American) e d u c a t i o n ,  and  a b e l i e f  i n  " t h e  b a s i c s n ,  however d e f i n e d .  T h i s  

t r e n d  n a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  i n  t h o s e  r u r a l  and  r e s o u r c e  a r e a s  where economic  

p r o s p e r i t y  s t o o d  s i d e  by s i d e  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  community and  r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s .  

Throughou t  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  c o m p l a i n t s  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  need  f o r  a  r e t u r n  t o  

t r a d i t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  and  C l a s s i c a l  c u r r i c u l a  ( e. g. , Neatby,  1  953) , n i d e r  

t e a c h i n g  o f  p h o n i c s  ( e. g . ,  F l e s c h ,  19551,  g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  

q u a l i t y  l i t e r a t u r e .  And y e t ,  o f t e n  t h i s  p e r i o d  is r o m a n t i c i z e d  a s  a  p e r i o d  i n  

n h i c h  t h e  b a s i c s  were emphas ized .  Copperman ( 1979,  1980,  p. 186)  a r g u e s  t h a t  

l i t e r a c y  n a s  o p t i m a l l y  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 1 s ,  when e d u c a t o r s  m a i n t a i n e d  . 
d i s c i p l i n e  among s t u d e n t s  and  t e a c h e r s .  He n o t e s  t h a t  a c h i e v e m e n t  test  s c o r e s  

n e r e  u n i f o r m l y  h i g h  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  p r i o r  t o  " c u r r i c u l a r  d e t e r i o r a t i o n "  

and t h e  " d e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y  r e l a t i o n s n  n h i c h  e n s u e d  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s .  How 

were c h i l d r e n  t a u g h t  l i t e r a c y  i n  p o s t n a r  B r i t i s h  Columbia? I n  what  f o l l o n s ,  a  

c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia e l e m e n t a r y  r e a d i n g  and l a n g u a g e  

a r t s  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  is u n d e r t a k e n .  

1. 5. M a t e r i a l s :  The t e x t s  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  1945-1 960 

Accord ing  t o  P r o v i n c i a l  Prosrammes o f  S t u d y  (1947 ;  1954)  and lists o f  

p r e s c r i b e d  t e x t s  i s s u e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Depa r tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  



(19511,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  p r o g r e s s e d  through 

s e v e r a l  b a s a l  t e x t b o o k  series.   hey began t o  l e a r n  t o  r e a d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

pr imary y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  Scott-Foresman/H. J. G a g e ' s  Cur r i cu lum Founda t ion  Series 

(Gray  and Arbuthnot ,  1946) - commonl~  known i n  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  a s  t h e  D i c k ,  

and J a n e  series - o r  one  of i ts  c o m p e t i t o r s ,  s i m i l a r  i n  s t r u c t u r e  and c o n t e n t .  

I n  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  and l a t e  e l e m e n t a r y  g r a d e s ,  t h e y  p r o g r e s s e d  t o  J.M. D e n t ' s  

Canadian  P a r a d e  Readers  ( D i c k i e ,  R ickner ,  Tyner,  and Hoodhead, 1946) .  T h i s  

w e s t e r n  Canadian r e a d i n g  series p r o v i d e d  a  m a t r i x  f o r  t h e  whole l a n g u a g e  a r t s  

program, c o v e r i n g  s u c h  r e l a t e d  a r e a s  a s  c o n t e n t  a r e a  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s ,  grammar, 

s t u d y  and r e f e r e n c e  s k i l l s ,  c r e a t i v e  n r i  t i n 9  and speech .  Throughout  t h e  

e l e m e n t a r y  g r a d e s ,  t h e s e  b a s i c  r e a d i n g  t e x t s  were augmented w i t h  t h e  H . J .  

Gage 's  Canadian  S ~ e l l e r  (Quance ,  1950) .  F o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  a l l  t h r e e  t e x t s ,  

t e a c h e r s  were p r o v i d e d  w i t h  voluminous  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of t h e s e  

c u r r i c u l a  i n  t h e  form of  Depar tmen ta l  c u r r i c u l u m  g u i d e s ,  memos and c i r c u l a r s ,  

t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s ,  and l o c a l ,  n a t i o n a l  and American t e a c h e r s '  j o u r n a l s .  

I t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  ~ i t h  a b s o l u t e  c e r t a i n t y  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  u s e  

of any of t h e s e  series f o r  t e a c h i n g  l i t e r a c y .  Using t h e  o f f i c i a l  Depar tmen ta l  . 
Prosrammes o f  S t u d i e s  and lists of  p r e s c r i b e d  t e x t b o o k s  a s  i n d i c a t o r s ,  though,  

i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  by t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  t h e  Cur r i cu lum F o u n d a t i o n  Series and Canadian 

Pa rade  Readers  were t h e  ma jo r  t e x t s  i n  use ,  and t h a t  t h e  1947 abandonment of 

t h e  a g i n g  H i a h r o a d s  t o  Read inq  ( Orrilond, Ormond, and Beres f  o rd ,  1932) series 

marked a  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of b a s i c  l i t e r a c y  c u r r i c u l a .  However, a  s e a r c h  of 

B r i t i s h  Columbia c u r r i c u l u m  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  b o o k s e l l e r s ,  second hand s t o r e s ,  and 

s c h o o l  a t t i c s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  series l i k e  t h e  Beckley-Cardy Company's I Can Read 

( Cord t s ,  1953) p h o n i c s  t e x t s  and t h e  J. C. H i n s t o n  Company' s Easy Growth i n  

Readinq ( H i l d r e t h ,  Roy, B i e h l ,  F e l t o n ,  and Henderson,  1950) were used a t  l e a s t  



s p o r a d i c a l l y .  

The l i k e l y  e x c e p t i o n s  i n  t h i s  predominant  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  sequence  n e r e  

t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  " s l o r  l e a r n e r s "  nho l i v e d  i n  a r e a s  n h e r e  a n  

a l t e r n a t e ,  phonics-based mode of i n s t r u c t i o n  - u s i n g  t h e  I Can Read s e r i e s  o r  

a comparable  t e x t  - n a s  used.  O t h e r  c h i l d r e n  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  where t e x t b o o k s  

r e r e  i n  s h o r t  s u p p l y  d e s p i t e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  c o n c e r t e d  p o s t n a r  e f f o r t  t o  

improve a c c e s s  t o  u n i v e r s a l  f r e e  t e x t b o o k s  ( B a r r ,  1956) might have l e a r n e d  t o  

r e a d  n i t h  t h e  s u p e r s e d e d  Hiahroads  series. 

I n  t h e  p o s t n a r  p e r i o d ,  then ,  t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l  t e x t b o o k s  s e r i e s  formed t h e  

m a t r i x  of  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  r e a d i n g  and 

r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t e  competences.  I n  what f o l l o n s ,  C h a p t e r  2 documents t h e  

development of Gray and A r b u t h n o t ' s  Curr iculum Founda t ion  S e r i e s  and C h a p t e r  3 

f e a t u r e s  a  c l o s e r  a n a l y s i s  and c r i t i q u e  of exemplary  n a r r a t i v e s  from t h a t  

s e r i e s .  C h a p t e r  4 f o c u s s e s  on t h e  development and c o n t e n t  of t h e  Canadian 

Parade  Readers,  w h i l e  C h a p t e r  5 r e v i e w s  g e n e r a l  Depar tmenta l  a d v i c e  on how t o  

t e a c h  t h e s e  t e x t s  and t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s  f o r  t h e  Canadian Parade  Readers  and The 

Canadian Spellers. 
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C h a p t e r  2. M A K I N G  THE ELEMENTARY R E A D I N G  TEXT: 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRICULUM FOUNDATION S E R I E S  

2.0.  The p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n :  
E d u c a t i o n a l  p u b l i s h i n g ,  c u r r i c u l u m  development  and a u t h o r s h i p  

Lacking a d e q u a t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  and economic a c t i v i t y  of 

t e x t b o o k  development  and p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  

of c h i l d r e n ' s  t e x t b o o k s  may be viewed e r r o n e o u s l y  a s  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t e  r e s u l t  of 

a "h idden  hand" o f  c l a s s  o r  economic agency,  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c i d e n t ,  o r  a u t h o r i a l  

gen ius .  A s  n o t e d  i n  A i l l i a m s '  e x p l a n a t i o n  of i d e o l o g i c a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  

P r o c e s s  of t h e  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  is  h i s t o r i c a l l y  dynamic, media ted 

t h r o u g h o u t  by t h e  agency of  human s u b j e c t s .  T h i s  media t ion ,  moreover, may 

r e s u l t  i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  between means and ends ,  i n t e n t s  and outcomes R i t h i n  

t h e  c u l t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n  p rocess .  The consequen t  i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and 

c o n t e n t  of  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  t h e n  c a n  be  r e c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  of 

h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  engaged i n  by human s u b j e c t s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a  s i m p l e  

m e c h a n i s t i c  r e f l e c t i o n  of  dominant  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  

Ahat is needed i s  a n  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  making o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  t e x t s  Rhich 
. 

i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  p o i n t s  of  convergence  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  l a b o u r  of  t e x t  p r o d u c t i o n  ( c o n c e p t i o n  and a u t h o r s h i p )  and t h e  

economics of p u b l i c a t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  ( c o m m o d i t i z a t i o n ) .  An a n a l y s i s  of 

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  and c o n v e n t i o n s  of t e x t  p r o d u c t i o n  c a n  s p e c i f y  t h e  " h i s t o r i c a l  

complex i ty  of  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  on p u b l i s h i n g  and its c o n t e n t ,  r e a d e r s h i p ,  and 

economic r e a l i t y "  ( Apple, 1985,  p. 1521, f o c u s s i n g  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

between dominant  paradigms of e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  and c u r r i c u l a r  development,  

between a u t h o r i a l  c o n c e p t i o n  and mass p roduc t ion .  Hence a  " t h e o r e t i c a l l y  and 

p o l i t i c a l l y  grounded . . .  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  f o l l o w s  a  c u r r i c u l u m  a r t i f a c t  s u c h  



a s  a  t e x t b o o k  from i t s  w r i t i n g  t o  i ts  s e l l i n g  ( a n d  t h e n  t o  i ts  u s e ) "  (Apple ,  

1983, p. 319) is u n d e r t a k e n  he re .  

The f o l l o w i n g  overv iew and c r i t i q u e  of t h e  development  of t h e  Cur r i cu lum 

Foundat ion S e r i e s  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  dominant a s s u m p t i o n s  of t h e  a u t h o r s  and 

p u b l i s h e r s  of  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  r e g a r d i n g  l i t e r a c y ,  t h e  r o l e  of  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  

i n s t r u c t i o n ,  and t h e  o p t i m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  l e a r n i n g  t o  read.  F i r s t ,  a n  

overview of t h e  emergent  e a r l y -  and mid- twen t ie th  c e n t u r y  " i n d u s t r i a l "  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between p u b l i s h i n g ,  l a r g e - s c a l e  c u r r i c u l u m  development,  and 

economic i n t e r e s t s  is u n d e r t a k e n  t o  f rame  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  t e x t  a u t h o r s h i p  and 

p roduc t ion .  T h i s  is f o l l o w e d  by a  d e t a i l e d  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n ,  

a u t h o r s h i p ,  and p r o d u c t i o n  o f  one  of  t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  b a s a l  r e a d i n g  series 

i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  p u b l i s h i n g :  S c o t t  Foresman Company's Curr iculum Founda t ions  

Readers,  known t o  a  g e n e r a t i o n  of  American and Canadian t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  

a s  " t h e  Dick and J a n e  r e a d e r s " .  The c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  development of t h e  

s e r i e s  p layed  by American r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r  R i l l i a m  S. Gray is  examined. 

G r a y ' s  c a r e e r  was a n  exemplar  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  psychology t o  

t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  development and i n s t r u c t i o n .  H i s  commitment t o  t h e  l i b e r a l  . 
L- - 

t e n e t s  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  is c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  h i s  t e c h n i c a l ,  
- -  - 

s c i e n t i f i c  approach  t o  l i t e r a c y  cur r i cu lum.  

School  t e x t b o o k s  - d e s p i t e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development  of a n  anonymous, 

a u t h o r i t a t i v e  " t e x t b o o k e s e "  which s u c c e e d s  i n  d i s g u i s i n g  t h e i r  s u b j e c t i v e  and 

i d e o l o g i c a l  o r i g i n s  ( Crismore,  1984) - remain cornmodi ties, o b j e c t s  produced 

and consumed by human s u b j e c t s .  Apple ( p. 307) a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  " t h i n g n e s s "  of 

t h e  t e x t b o o k  n e c e s s a r i l y  t ies  i t  t o  a " l a r g e r  s o c i a l  p rocess" ,  namely t h e  

p r o c e s s e s  of  p r o d u c t i o n  and commodi t i z a t i o n .  The book, l i k e  media, music and 

ar twork,  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  of  a  p a r t i c u l a r  form o f  l a b o u r :  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of 



a e s t h e t i c  and e x p r e s s i v e  a r t i f a c t s  of  bo th  e l i t e  and mass c u l t u r e  e n t a i l s  t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  work of  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  and a u t h o r s h i p .  But books a r e  a c t u a l  

p h y s i c a l  commodi t ies  bought and s o l d  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  marke tp lace .  T h e i r  

p r o d u c t i o n  a l s o  i n v o l v e s  a c t u a l  d e s i g n ,  p r i n t i n g ,  m a r k e t i n g  and s a l e s .  

Textbooks t h u s  s t a n d  a s  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  form of  l i t e r a t e  l a b o u r  w i t h i n  mass 

c u l t u r e .  Unl ike  t r a d e  t e x t s  t h e y  have been deve loped  by e d u c a t o r s  and, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  by u n i v e r s i t y - b a s e d  

r e s e a r c h e r s .  Produced by l a r g e  companies and mar&eted t o  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and 

- c o n s u l t a n t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  l o c a l ,  r e g i o n a l  and s t a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  t h e i r  

u l t i m a t e  consumers of  c o u r s e  a r e  t h o s e  t e a c h e r s  who t e a c h  them and t h o s e  

s t u d e n t s  who r e a d  and respond  t o  them. A s  f o r  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n ,  

t e x t b o o k s  a c t  a s  t h e  i n t e r f a c e  b e t r e e n  t h e  ' o f f i c i a l l y '  s t a t e  adop ted  and 

s t a t e  s a n c t i o n e d  knowledge of t h e  c u l t u r e ,  and t h e  l e a r n e r  ( Olson, 1980) .  

L ike  a l l  t e x t ,  s c h o o l  t e x t b o o k s  remain p o t e n t i a l l y  a g e n t s  of  mass 

e n l i g h t e n m e n t  a n d / o r  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  ( c f .  Goody, 1978) .  

The development and m a r k e t i n g  of  t h e  modern s c h o o l  t e x t b o o k  i n  t h e  l a s t  

c e n t u r y  h a s  been s u b j e c t  t o  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more i n d u s t r i a l i z e d ,  and sys tems-  L 

o r i e n t e d  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  development ( Cremin, 1976; Hamilton,  1978) 

and t o  t h e  economies o f  s c a l e  o f  what h a s  become h i s t o r i c a l l y  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  - 
monopolized p u b l i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  ( Apple, 1985, p. 153; Lorimer,  1986) .  I n  t h e  

U. S., combined t e x t b o o k  s a l e s  r o s e  from $7, 400,000 i n  1897 t o  $1 7 ,275 ,000  by 

191 3. By t h e  end of  World War 11, s a l e s  had r i s e n  t o  $1 31,000,000 ( Madison, 

1962, p. 218).  

Beginning i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  " a p p l i e d  psychology" 

s p r e a d  t o  a l l  s e c t o r s  of  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  economy ( B o r i n g ,  1950) .  The r a t i o n a l e  

of t h e  u n i v e r s a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y  t o  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  



domains i n  i n d u s t r i a l  and p o s t - i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  was, and remains,  a  b e l i e f  

i n  t h e  unb iased ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  n e u t r a l i t y  of  s c i e n c e  (Habermas, 1973) .  A s  no ted  

i n  Chap te r  1 ,  t h e  en thus iasm of  P r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t o r s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y - b a s e d  

pedagogies  r a s  f u e l l e d  by a  p o s t n a r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  p r o s p e c t  of  u n l i m i t e d  

economic growth and s c i e n t i f i c  development,  e v e n  i n  a n  o u t p o s t  of  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  r o r l d  l i k e  B r i t i s h  Columbia. C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of 

ap 'bl ied psychology t o  s u c h  p r a c t i c a l  domains a s  e d u c a t i o n ,  mass media, 

a d v e r t i s i n g  and m a r k e t i n g  is a  paradigm c a s e  o f  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  advocacy of 

t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  " s c i e n t i f i c "  approaches  t o  t h e  r e m e d i a t i o n  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

l i f e .  

E a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  l i k e  R u n d t ' s  s t u d e n t  Hugo 

t luns te rbe rg ,  E l t o n  Hayo and o t h e r s  l e d  t h e  r a y  t o  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a s s e s s m e n t  of 

s o c i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  needs  ( J o n c i c h ,  1962; Boring,  1950, p. 428) .  U h i l e  

" s c i e n t i f i c  management" o f f e r e d  i n c r e a s e d  o u t p u t  of  s t a n d a r d i z e d  p r o d u c t s  

t h r o u g h  normed and c o n t r o l l e d  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  ( T a y l o r ,  1917; c f .  

Braverman, 19761, "market  r e s e a r c h "  y i e l d e d  d a t a  on consumers '  n a n t s  and 

needs,  and t h e  " s c i e n c e "  of  a d v e r t i s i n g  p layed  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  r o l e  i n  t h e  . 
s t i p u l a t i o n  of  consumer demand. John B. A a t s o n ' s  d e p a r t u r e  from f o u n d a t i o n a l  

academic r e s e a r c h  on b e h a v i o r a l  psychology t o  t h e  g r e e n e r  f i e l d s  of  Madison 

Avenue i n  t h e  1920s  e x e m p l i f i e d  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e  t o  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y  e n t e r p r i s e .  

S i n c e  t h e  r ise o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  and s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  
- 

p r a c t i c e ,  c u r r i c u l u m  t h e o r i z i n g ,  making and e v a l u a t i o n  h a s  f a l l e n  under  t h e  

a u s p i c e s  of  t h i s  t e c h n o c r a t i c  r a t i o n a l e .  The "assembly- l ine"  approach  t o  

c u r r i c u l u m  deve loped  by C h a r t e r s  and B o b b i t t  a t  t h e  Univers i ty .  of Chicago 

(Hami l ton ,  1978) and t h e  l a t e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  "needs  assessment"  and "goa l"  



f o r m u l a t i o n  advoca ted  by T y l e r  (1949)  l a i d  o u t  a  whol ly  " s c i e n t i f i c "  r a t i o n a l e  

f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of  c u r r i c u l a r  knowledge. Huch of t h i s  f o u n d a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  

f o r  t h e  development of a  s c i e n c e  of  c u r r i c u l u m  development  and e v a l u a t i o n ,  

moreover, was under taken  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r w a r  y e a r s  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  s u p p o r t  of 

p r i v a t e  c o r p o r a t e  f u n d i n g  (Hami l ton ,  1978, p. 327) .  Cremin (1976,  p. 213)  

d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of s y s t e m s  management t o  c u r r i c u l u m  and 

i n s t r u c t i o n :  

From t h e  second decade  of  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  . . .  T a y l o r ' s  . . .  
s c i e n t i f i c  management swept  n o t  o n l y  i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  e d u c a t i o n  a s  wel l .  
... i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i s  m a n i f e s t  i n  t h e  work of F r a n k l i n  B o b b i t t  and 
R. H. C h a r t e r s  . . . l who1 t e n d e d  t o  a n a l o g i z e  f r o m  t h e  world of  t h e  
f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  world of  t h e  s c h o o l ,  c o n c e i v i n g  of t h e  c h i l d  a s  t h e  
raw m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  i d e a l  a d u l t  a s  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  a s  
t h e  worker, t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  a s  t h e  foreman, and t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  a s  t h e  
p r o c e s s  whereby t h e  r a n  m a t e r i a l  was c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  t h e  f i n i s h e d  
product .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  t h e  r a n  m a t e r i a l ,  
t h e  f i n i s h e d  p roduc t ,  and t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  p r o c e s s  c o u l d  be 
q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  d e f e r r e d ,  r a t i o n a l l y  d e a l t  w i t h  and o b j e c t i v e l y  
a p p r a i s e d ,  curr iculum-making c o u l d  become a  s c i e n c e ;  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  t h e  workers  and t h e  foreman c o u l d  engage t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  
s c i e n t i f i c  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and r a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t  of c u r r i c u l u m  
o b j e c t i v e s ,  t e a c h i n g  c o u l d  become a n  a p p l i e d  s c i e n c e ,  a  form of  
e d u c a t i o n a l  e n g i n e e r i n g .  

The h i s t o r i c a l  end p r o d u c t  of  t h i s  i n t e r -  and pos twar  t r e n d  towards  t h e  
L 

mechan iza t ion  of  c u r r i c u l u m  development  i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  and mass marketed 

c u r r i c u l a r  package,  a n  exempla r  of  " t e c h n i c a l  form" (Apple ,  1982; de  C a s t e l l  

and Luke, i n  p r e s s ) .  

These  e a r l y -  t o  mid- twen t ie th  c e n t u r y  deve lopments  i n  c u r r i c u l u m  were 

concomi tan t  w i t h  e x p a n s i o n  and growth i n  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

and i n  t h e  m a r k e t i n g  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I n  Communications 

(19681, H i l l i a m s  e x p l i c a t e s  t h e  e f f e c t s  of c a p i t a l  e x p a n s i o n  on t h e  

development of  t e x t u a l  and e l e c t r o n i c  mass communicat ions  media. R i l l i a m s  

a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e r  ( a n d  by d e f i n i t i o n  more h e t e r o g e n e o u s )  t h e  a u d i e n c e  of 

a  mass media message, t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  message i s  g e n e r a l i z e d  and 



u n i v e r s a l i z e d ,  d i l u t e d  of any p o t e n t i a l l y  p r o b l e m a t i c  and t h e r e b y  u n p a l a t a b l e  

meanings. The r e s u l t ,  H i l l i a m s  c l a i m s  is development  of a  " s y n t h e t i c  c u l t u r e ,  

mee t ing  and e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  t e n s i o n s  o f  growth" ( p. 33) of t h e  market. 

Survey ing  t h e  s t a t u s  of  t e x t  p u b l i s h i n g  i n  t h i s  c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r y ,  H i l l i a m s  

m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  " t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  books seems t o  be undergo ing  s i m i l a r  changes  

of ownersh ip  t o  t h o s e  no ted  f o r  t h e  P r e s s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

cen tu ry" ,  namely t h e  " t endency  towards  combine o n n e r s h i p "  and t h e  a b s o r p t i o n  

of  i n d e p e n d e n t s  i n t o  l a r g e  media c o r p o r a t i o n s  ( p .  32) .  The r e s u l t  n a s  t h e  

s u b o r d i n a t i o n  of  more t r a d i t i o n a l  mot ives  f o r  p u b l i s h i n g  ( e. g. , bookcraf  t, 

l i t e r a r y  and a e s t h e t i c  merit, p o l i t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r s i o n )  t o  

t h e  "methods and a t t i t u d e s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  bus iness" .  H i l l i a m s  g o e s  on t o  a r g u e  

t h a t  " a l l  t h e  b a s i c  p u r p o s e s  of  communication - t h e  s h a r i n g  of human 

e x p e r i e n c e  - c a n  become s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h i s  d r i v e  t o  se l l"  ( p .  33) .  I n  a n  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p e t i t i v e  market ,  he  n o t e s ,  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  what w i l l  be 

p u b l i s h e d  and how a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  hands  of  f e w e r  and f e w e r  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h i s  " c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  ownership" he  v i e r s  a s  a  " s e v e r e  t h r e a t  

t o  t h e  freedom and d i v e r s i t y  of  n r i t i n g "  ( p .  152) .  The t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  

s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n ,  then ,  h a s  been media ted t o  a n  e v e r  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  by t h e  

economic i n t e r e s t s  of  c o r p o r a t e  p u b l i s h e r s .  Commenting on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a f t e r  

t h e  Second Horld  Har, U i l l e r  (1949,  p. 32) no ted  t h a t  " a s  more American houses  

became b i g  and b u r e a u c r a t i z e d " ,  " f i n a n c i a l  terms" had become t h e  " b a s i c  

l anguage  of  t h e  f i rm".  

C l e a r l y ,  a u d i e n c e  and consumer demand m a i n t a i n s  and s p u r s  on modern 

c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r i e s  l i k e  p u b l i s h i n g .  A s  r i t h  E c o ' s  (1978)  "consumer of t e x t " ,  

"hungry" from and f o r  "redundance",  t h e  c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r y  c r e a t e s  i n  its 

a u d i e n c e  a  s e n s e  of dependency on t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  of  i t s  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  codes ,  



and messages ( c f .  Horkheimer and Adorno, 1972, PP. 120-67).  I n  t h i s  manner, 

market  demand is g e n e r a t e d  and s u s t a i n e d  by t h e  a c c e s s i b l i t y  and e a s e  w i t h  

which c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  c a n  be consumed. Hence, t h e  need t o  produce f u r t h e r  

" i d e n t i c a l "  ( t e x t u a l )  p r o d u c t s  is i n c r e a s e d :  r e f e r r i n g  t o  modern p u b l i s h i n g ,  

Coser,  Kadushin and Powell  (1982)  c a l l  t h i s  t h e  "manufac tu re  of  appea l " .  

C u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  then ,  becomes a n  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  and a e s t h e t i c a l l y  

nonprob lemat ic  p r o c e s s ,  and n o r t h  is de te rmined  p r i m a r i l y  by i n c r e a s e d  demand. 

Consumption d o e s  n o t  s a t i s f y  "needn,  n o r  d o e s  i t  s i m p l y  e x h a u s t  s u p p l y ,  b u t  

c o n v e r s e l y  g e n e r a t e s  g r e a t e r  "wants" f o r  and " o u t p u t "  of s i m i l a r ,  s t a n d a r d i z e d  

p roduc t s .  

S i n c e  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  e r a  of what Henry B o l t  c a l l e d  " t h e  
---, - 

c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  of  l i t e r a t u r e "  ( c f .  Madison, 19621, modern p u b l i s h i n g  h o u s e s  

have o p e r a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of  a  t e n s i o n  b e t n e e n  t h e  maximiza t ion  of p r o f i t s  

and e d i t o r s '  p e r c e i v e d  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s :  " o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  m i x t u r e  o f  modern mass-product ion methods and c r a f t - l i k e  

p rocedures"  ( Coser,  Kadushin, and Powell ,  1982, p. 198) .  Book making i t s e l f  . 
g r a d u a l l y  h a s  evo lved  i n t o ,  i n  t h e  words of A i l l i a m s o n  (19831,  "an i n d u s t r i a l  

c r a f t " .  Textbook a u t h o r s  and e d i t o r s  remain,  however, members of " r h e t o r i c a l  

and i n t e r p r e t i v e  communi t iesn ,  n h i c h  i n  t u r n  s h a r e  knowledge and va lues ,  

p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g i e s  and economic i n t e r e s t s  ( Crismore ,  1  984, p. 2 7 9 ) .  The 

development of  books is most c e r t a i n l y  d i c t a t e d  by e d i t o r i a l  b e h a v i o r  which 

r e f l e c t s  market  and economic i n t e r e s t s ,  a s  well a s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  and 

e d i t o r i a l  p e r c e p t i o n  of  t h e  n e e d s  of  t h e  market  s h a r e d  by a  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  

of modern p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  t e x t b o o k ,  e d i t o r i a l  b e h a v i o r  and 

a u t h o r i a l  c o n c e p t i o n  a l s o  a r e  i n f l u e n c e d  by dominant t r e n d s  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  

r e s e a r c h  and r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  - b o t h  of which h i s t o r i c a l l y  have 



been f a r  f rom ideologic all^ and e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  e n t e r p r i s e s  ( c f .  

P o p k e n i t z ,  1986 ) .  

To summarize: o v e r  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t s  have  been  

d e v e l o p e d  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t e x t  making and 

marke t ing ,  a b o u t  c u r r i c u l u m  development ,  and a b o u t  t h e  domains  o f  k n o u l e d g e  

t h e y  se t  o u t  t o  t e a c h .  Hence, t h e  c r i t i q u e  o f  modern e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  o f  

mass c u l t u r e  must  i n c l u d e  a  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

g e n e r a t i o n ,  o f  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  a u t h o r s ,  and  o f  t h e i r  a c t u a l  f i s c a l  and 

s o c i o c u l t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  n h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  s e l e c t i o n ,  deve lopmen t ,  a d o p t i o n  

and d i s p e r s a l .  Then n e  migh t  b e t t e r  see hou t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t u a l  

a r t i f a c t s  and s t r u c t u r e s  were d e v e l o p e d  i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  n i t h  b o t h  o v e r t  and  

c o v e r t ,  c o n s c i o u s  and u n c o n s c i o u s  e n d s  i n  mind. The s c h o o l  t e x t b o o k  a s  i c o n  

is, a f t e r  a l l ,  a  m a t e r i a l  c r e a t i o n ,  a  p h y s i c a l  p r o d u c t  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

i n d u s t r y  and  ' s c i e n c e '  nhose  g e n e r a t i o n  and s u b s e q u e n t  a c c e p t a n c e  a s  a  t a k e n  

f o r  g r a n t e d  e l e m e n t  of  modern pedagogy h a s  been  g o v e r n e d  by t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  and  

r u l e s  f o r  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  a l l  p r o d u c t s  and  m e r c h a n d i s e s  o f  modern 
L 

c a p i t a l i s m .  H i t h o u t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  e x t r i n s i c  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  t e x t  a s  h i s t o r i c a l  

a r t i f  a c t ,  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  what  seem t o d a y  t o  be  ' b i a s e d t  and d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  

t e x t s  i m p l i e s  a  M a c h i a v e l l i a n  t u r n  by c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p e r s  and a u t h o r s ,  n h e r e  

none may h a v e  e x i s t e d .  G e t t i n g  beyond a  n a i v e  condemna t ion  o f  t h e  e v i l s  of 

c o r p o r a t e  p r o d u c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a  more c o m p l e t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l ,  

s o c i a l  and  economic  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t e x t  making. 

Hhat  f o l l o n s  is t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  d e s i g n  and 

c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  Gray and  A r b u t h n o t ' s  C u r r i c u l u m  F o u n d a t i o n s  Series, t e x t s  

used  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia and t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  n o r l d  b e f o r e  and  

a f t e r  Hor ld  Har 11. T h i s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  how t h e  "Dick 



and Jane"  s e r i e s  became t h e  s t a n d a r d  t e x t  of a  g e n e r a t i o n  of Canadian and 

American r e a d e r s .  

2.1. The b e s t  of i n t e n t s :  H i l l i a m  Gray and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development 
of  t h e  S c o t t  Foresman b a s a l  r e a d e r s  

By t h e  end of t h e  Har, S c o t t  Foresman and Company had become t h e  l a r g e s t  

p u b l i s h e r  of e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e  t e x t b o o k s  i n  t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  h a v i n g  c a p t u r e d  n e a r l y  one f i f t h  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  market. Of 

t h e i r  t o t a l  s a l e s ,  some US $20, 407,000,  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  t e x t b o o k s  accoun ted  

f o r  80% (Madison,  1962, p. 449) .  T h i s  s u c c e s s  n a s  due  l a r g e l y  t o  a  series o f  

e l ementa ry  t e x t b o o k s  under  t h e  head e d i t o r s h i p  of  H i l l i a m  Gray of t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of Chicago,  p e r h a p s  t h e  p reeminan t  r e a d i n g  p s y c h o l o g i s t  of  t h e  

i n t e r -  and p o s t n a r  pe r iod .  

The c o n n e c t i o n  b e t n e e n  S c o t t  Foresrnan and G r a y ' s  b e s t  s e l l i n g  C u r r i c u l u m  

Foundat ion S e r i e s  c a n  be  t r a c e d  back t o  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  1896, E. H. 

S c o t t ,  and A. C. and 8. Foresrnan founded a  p u b l i s h i n g  house  n h i c h  n i t h i n  t n o  

y e a r s  n a s  t h e  o n l y  American p u b l i s h e r  p r i n t i n g  b o t h  h i g h  s c h o o l  and e l e m e n t a r y  
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t ex tbooks .  T h i s  n a s  accompl i shed  l a r g e l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  p u r c h a s e  of c a t a l o g u e s  

from o t h e r  companies (Madison,  p. 246) .  The buy ing  o u t  o f  f i n a n c i a l l y  

t r o u b l e d  c o m p e t i t o r s  n a s  a n  e a r l y  form of  c o r p o r a t e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  ( C o s e r  e t  

a l . ,  p. 22) .  H i t h i n  a y e a r  o f  b e g i n n i n g  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  Company l a n d e d  t h e  

f i r s t  i n  a  series of  s t a t e w i d e  a d o p t i o n s :  Kansas, t h e n  Texas,  Oklahoma, Oregon 

and o t h e r  s ta tes .  Then a s  non U.S. t e x t b o o k  a d o p t i o n  n a s  l a r g e l y  

d e c e n t r a l i z e d :  l o c a l  and s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  s e l e c t e d  t e x t s .  A s  a  r e s u l t  s a l e s  t o  

t h o s e  s t a t e s  and l a r g e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  d i d  pursue  

c e n t r a l i z e d  a d o p t i o n  p o l i c i e s  mere ( a n d  remain) c r u c i a l  f o r  compet ing 

companies l i k e  S c o t t  Foresman, Ginn, and t h e  American Book Company 



( F i t z g e r a l d ,  1979) .  

The i n c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  and f r e q u e n t  mergers were n o t  w i t h o u t  e f f e c t s .  

During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  s e v e r a l  f i r m s  r e r e  t a k e n  t o  c o u r t  f o r  c o r r u p t  d e a l i n g s  

wi th  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s .  Of t h e  e f f e c t s  on t h e  q u a l i t y  of t r a d e  and t e x t b o o k s ,  

Henry B o l t ,  f o u n d e r  of Hol t ,  R i n e h a r t  and Hins ton ,  m o t e  i n  1905 t h a t  " t h e  

more p u b l i s h e r s  b i d  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h e r  a s  s t o c k  b r o k e r s  do, and t h e  more t h e y  

market  t h e i r  n a r e s  a s  t h e  s o u l l e s s  a r t i c l e s  of o r d i n a r y  commerce a r e  marketed,  

t h e  more books become s o u l l e s s  t h i n g s "  ( i n  Cosem*, e t  a l . ,  p. 1 8 ) .  

Among S c o t t  Foresman 's  f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  s e r i e s  n a s  H . H .  E l s o n ' s  Grammar 

School Readers  ( 1909-1 91 4 1 ,  r h i c h  q u i c k l y  became known a s  " t h e  modern 

ncGuffeyW. T h i s  series - from p r i m e r  t o  f o u r t h  r e a d e r  - r a s  a n  exemplar  of 

t h e  emergent  new s y n t h e s i s  of  1 9 t h  and 2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  o r i e n t a t i o n s  t o  l i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n .  E l son  s a r  h imse l f  a s  t h e  b e a r e r  of  a  l o n g s t a n d i n g  t r a d i t i o n  i n  

t h e  development of  r e a d e r s ,  a  t r a d i t i o n  n h i c h  emphasized " l i t e r a r y  v a l u e s  

e n r i c h e d  by f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s i c s  of  o u r  l i t e r a t u r e "  ( i n  Smith,  1962, 

p. 1 5 3 ) .  L ike  E. B. Huey ( 1909) and o t h e r  e a r l y  r e a d i n g  e x p e r t s ,  E l son  
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b e l i e v e d  t h a t  moral  and c u l t u r a l  e d i f i c a t i o n  mas a n  e s s e n t i a l  e l ement  of  e a r l y  

l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g .  Primers and r e a d e r s ,  he  argued,  s h o u l d  e l e v a t e  t h e  " t a s t e  

and judgement" of youth. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  E l son  a g r e e d  n i t h  P r o g r e s s i v e - e r a  

e d u c a t o r s  l i k e  Gray t h a t  " i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l  i s - t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  

l e a r n i n g  t o  read" .  

The s e l e c t i o n  of l i t e r a t u r e  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r s  i n d e e d  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  d u a l  

c o n c e p t i o n  of  t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  t e x t .  Some s t o r i e s  c o v e r e d  t o p i c s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

i n c l u d e d  i n  p r i m e r s  and r e a d e r s :  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o l k  t a l e s  and h i s t o r y ,  n a t u r e  

and s c i e n c e ,  h i s t o r y  and biography,  and i n d u s t r i a l  i n v e n t i o n .  O t h e r s  e v i n c e d  

t h e  more " c i v i c "  c o n c e r n s  of  P r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  



and communica t ion ,  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  i n d u s t r y ,  a d v e n t u r e ,  humor, t r a v e l  and wor ld  

f r i e n d s h i p  ( S m i t h ,  p. 1 5 3 ) .  I n  E l s o n ' s  e a r l y  r e a d e r s ,  t h e n ,  s t o r i e s  o f  modern 

l i f e  n e r e  se t  b e s i d e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  n o t h e r  Goose and f o l k  t a l e s .  By modern 

s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e y  n e r e  s p a r s e l y  i l l u s t r a t e d :  a b o u t  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  p r i m e r  
. . 

c o n s i s t e d  o f  l a r g e  two c o l o r  p i c t u r e s .  The f o u r t h  r e a d e r ,  f o r  t h e  

i n t e r m e d i a t e  g r a d e s ,  was l a r g e l y  p r i n t e d  t e x t ,  w i t h  o n l y  1 3  p i c t u r e s  i n  320 

pages.  I t  i n c l u d e d  s t o r i e s  by American a u t h o r s  a b o u t  home and c o u n t r y ,  

f a i r y l a n d  and a d v e n t u r e ,  n a t u r e ,  American and wor ld  h e r o e s  ( S m i t h ,  p. 1 5 4 ) .  

E l s o n ' s  Grammar Schoo l  Reade r s ,  t h e n ,  were t r a n s i t i o n a l  t e x t b o o k s  be tween 

two h i s t o r i c a l  t y p e s :  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i t e r a r y  t e x t s  f a v o r e d  by t h e  l i k e s  o f  
- - 

HcGuffy, E l son ,  and  Huey, and  t h e  l a t e r ,  more l e x i c a l l y  and  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  

c o n t r o l l e d ,  more b r i l l i a n t l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  and packaged  b a s a l  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

mid- and l a t e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  Canad ian  p u b l i s h e r  Rye r son  P r e s s ' s  H i s h r o a d s  t o  

Read ing  (Ormond, Ormond, and  B e r e s f o r d ,  1932)  series, u s e d  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

f rom t h e  1 9 3 0 s  u n t i l  t h e  1950s ,  was a  s i m i l a r  t r a n s i t i o n a l  t y p e ,  l i n k i n g  t h e  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  B r i t i s h  Columbia R e a d e r s  and O n t a r i o  R e a d e r s  w i t h  t h e  modern 

b a s a l  series ( c f .  Luke, 1 9 8 0 ) .  

Yet w h i l e  a  t e x t  l i k e  HcGuf f ey '  s mas used  w i  t h  minor  r e v i s i o n s  f o r  o v e r  a  

hundred  y e a r s  ( E l s o n ,  19641,  r a p i d  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  c u r r i c u l u m  

and e d u c a t i o n a l  p sycho logy  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  a c c e l e r a t e d  c y c l e s  

o f  o b s o l e s c e n c e ,  r e v i s i o n  and r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t e x t b o o k s .  I n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  k e e p  

up  w i t h  n e a r  c o n t i n u o u s  c h a n g e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  t h e o r y  and  r e s e a r c h ,  p u b l i s h e r s  

competed f o r  l i a i s o n s  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t y - b a s e d  academics .  F o r  S c o t t  Foresman, 

t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  E l s o n ' s  r e a d e r s  began n i n e  y e a r s  a f t e r  E l s o n ' s  own 

1920 r e v i s i o n  when e d u c a t i o n a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  Gray mas b r o u g h t  i n  " f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  of  l a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  r e a d i n g  



i n s t r u c t i o n "  ( Smith,  p. 154) .  The p r o d u c t  of  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  merger of t n o  

d i s t i n c t  and i n  some nays  d i v e r g e n t  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a d i n g  t e x t s ,  

r a s  t h e  The E l son  Gray Readers  ( E l s o n ,  Gray, and Runkel, 1930) .  T h i s  series 

fo reshadoned  t h e  development of  a  more s c i e n t i f i c ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  d e r i v e d  

approach  t o  r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i t  i n t r o d u c e d  American 

s t u d e n t s  and o t h e r s  t o  Dick, Jane ,  S a l l y ,  F a t h e r ,  Mother, Spot ,  F l u f f  and a n  

a r r a y  of what nould  become a r c h e t y p e s  f o r  b a s a l  c h a r a c t e r s .  I ts  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  

moreover, marked t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of f i r m s  l i k e  S c o t t  Foresman i n t o  a  growing 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  market: t h e  1930 e d i t i o n  n a s  c o p y r i g h t e d  i n ,  among o t h e r  

Eng l i sh - speak ing  n a t i o n s  and American c o l o n i e s ,  t h e  P h i l l i p i n e s .  The series 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  Has l i c e n s e d  t o  p u b l i s h e r s  i n  Canada and G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  

The Elson-Gray Readers  were p a r t  of a  b r i l l i a n t  e d i t o r i a l  s t r a t e g y  and 

pedagog ica l  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  Foresman b r o t h e r  

and Gray h imse l f .  By 1933 Hugh Foresman' s p u b l i s h i n g  company - E. H. S c o t t  had 

d i e d  i n  1928 - n a s  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  a  s t r i k i n g  and comprehensive  a r r a y  of  s t a t e  

of t h e  a r t  e d u c a t i o n a l  t e x t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  E.L. T h o r n d i k e ' s  Thorndike-Century 

J u n i o r  D i c t i o n a r y  (19321,  adop ted  i n  bo th  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and Canada. 

R e f l e c t i n g  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  r i t h  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of  l a n g u a g e  and 

l i t e r a c y  a c r o s s  a  r a n g e  of  c u r r i c u l a r  s u b j e c t s ,  t h e  Elson-Gray L i f e  Readinq 

S e r v i c e  t e x t s  n e r e  l i n k e d  under  G r a y ' s  e d i t o r i a l  d i r e c t i o n  n i t h  o t h e r  e x i s t i n g  

s e r i e s .  T h i s  u n i f i e d  c u r r i c u l a r  package n a s  marketed a s  t h e  Curr iculum 

Foundat ion Series. Under v a r i o u s  e d i t o r s  t h e  s e r i e s  c a r r i e d  on f o r  o v e r  f o r t y  

yea r s .  

T h i s  mas a  major  development  i n  modern c u r r i c u l a r  d e s i g n  and i n  t h e  

marke t ing  of e d u c a t i o n a l  t e x t b o o k s  n i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of  books i n  d i f f e r e n t  

c u r r i c u l a r  f i e l d s  - a l l  s t r u c t u r e d  f o r  r e a d a b i l i t y  and developmental  



a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  under  G r a y ' s  n a t c h f u l  e y e  - which c o r r e l a t e d  n i t h  a n  e x t r e m e l y  

p o p u l a r  b a s a l  r e a d e r  s e r i e s .  They promised t e a c h e r s  a  u n i f i e d ,  up- to-date  

approach t o  t h e  t o t a l  e l e m e n t a r y  c u r r i c u l u m ,  d e s i g n e d  by p reeminen t  c u r r i c u l u m  

e x p e r t s  and p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  Moreover, n i t h  s t a t e  a d o p t i o n s  and an emergent  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  market ,  i t  was a  b r i l l i a n t  s t r o k e  of  market ing.  The 

"piggybacking"  of p r o d u c t s  by p u b l i s h e r s  under  a  s i m i l a r  brand name can  l e a d  

t o  t h e  development of mass " p r o d u c t  l o y a l t y "  ( c f .  Lorimer,  1986 ) .  C h i l d r e n ,  

t e a c h e r s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  nould  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  mere d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  f a m i l i a r  

p roduc t  of  proven q u a l i t y .  Dur ing t h e  1930s,  S c o t t  Foresman augmented t h e  

s e r i e s  n i t h  t e x t s  i n  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  h e a l t h ,  a r t  and s c i e n c e .  

The b a s a l  series, then ,  became p a r t  of  a  t o t a l  c r o s s - c u r r i c u l a r  

package. The r e a d e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  - two p re -p r imers ,  a  p r imer ,  a  f i r s t  r e a d e r  - 
and a  r e a d e r  f o r  e a c h  of  g r a d e s  t u o  t h r o u g h  s i x  - r e r e  h i g h l y  i n n o v a t i v e .  

F requen t  m u l t i p l e  c o l o r e d  p i c t u r e s  marked a  major  advance  o v e r  E l s o n ' s  Grammar 

School Readers.  O t h e r  i n n o v a t i o n s  f o l l o n e d  s u i t :  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  a l r e a d y  

common " t e a c h e r ' s  guide" ,  Gray i n t r o d u c e d  "norkbooks" and a  " J u n i o r  

D i c t i o n a r y n  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r s .  Also  a v a i l a b l e  n a s  t h e  L i t e r a t u r e  and L i f e  

s e r i e s ,  s u p p l e m e n t a l  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  n h i c h  c o r r e l a t e d  n i t h  and enhanced 

i n s t r u c t i o n  n i t h  t h e  b a s i c  s e r i e s  (Smi th ,  p. 2 2 5 ) .  S u s t a i n e d  s a l e s  enab led  

Scot t -Foresman t o  a c h i e v e  a  nen s t a n d a r d  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  and format :  t h e  new 

s e r i e s  n a s  set  i n  t h e  Cen tu ry  Schoolbook t y p e f a c e ,  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  t y p e  

i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1927 ( S e e  Appendix A ) .  Its l e t t e r s  n e r e  s t r o n g l y  drann,  n i t h  

emphat ic  serifs, a iming  a t  maximal c l a r i t y  f o r  young r e a d e r s  ( H i l l i a m s o n ,  p. 

A r a n g e  of o t h e r  b a s a l s  a u t h o r e d  by prominent  r e a d i n g  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  l i k e  

A.I. G a t e s  and M. Huber (1930)  marked i n c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  be tneen  p u b l i s h e r s  



f o r  t h e  b a s a l  r e a d e r  market ,  which a l o n e  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  s i z e a b l e  p o r t i o n  of 

t e x t b o o k  s a l e s .  But none d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  c o n s i s t a n t  market  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  

S c o t t  Foresman Series, n h i c h  s t a n d s  a s  one  of t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  t e x t b o o k  

series  of t h e  mid 2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  

I n  t h e  1940s ,  E l s o n  and Runkle n e r e  r e p l a c e d  by M. E. Arbuthnot ,  a u t h o r  

of  a  well-knonn book on r e a d i n g  and c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e  ( A r b u t h n o t ,  1947) .  

I l l u s t r a t o r  ll. S. Hurford  was r e p l a c e d  by E. Campbell and K. Hard, and t h e  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  of b e g i n n i n g  r e a d i n g  t e x t s  r a s  complete .  Under Gray' s 

s u p e r v i s i o n ,  p r i m e r s  and r e a d e r s  l i k e  Fun w i t h  Dick and J a n e  and Our N e w  \, 

F r i e n d s  rere t o t a l  c u r r i c u l a r  c r e a t i o n s :  all s t o r i e s  rere m i t t e n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

f o r  t h e  t ex tbook .  

Hhat emerged was a n  a l t o g e t h e r  unpreceden ted  g e n r e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e :  t h e  

s h o r t  l i t e r a r y  p a s s a g e s  c o n s i s t i n g  of f a b l e s  and t a l e s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  had 
- - 

been s u p e r s e d e d  by t h e  l e x i c a l l y ,  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  and s e m a n t i c a l l y  " c o n t r o l l e d "  

t e x t s  a b o u t  modern p o s t n a r  l i f e  i n  an  i n d u s t r i a l  democracy. These  t a l e s  Here 

f a b r i c a t e d  s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t e a c h i n g  t h e  " s k i l l s  and h a b i t s "  o f  

r e a d i n g .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r i e s  o f  r e a d i n g  and l i n g u i s t i c  
. 
development  t o  t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  o f  b a s a l  r e a d e r s  comple ted  t h e  s h i f t  from 

o v e r t l y  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i t e r a r y  c o n t e n t .  H h i l e  n a r r a t i v e  remained t h e  p r imary  

d i s c u r s i v e  s t r u c t u r e  of  p r i m e r s  and e a r l y  r e a d e r s ,  " o l d  t a l e s "  and p o e t r y  H e r e  

r e p l a c e d  n i t h  "modern f a n c i ' f u l  t a l e s " .  I n  t h e  " F o u r t h  Readers"  ( a b o u t  g r a d e  

t h r e e  l e v e l ) ,  myths and f a b l e s  were s u p p l a n t e d  by i n f o r m a t i o n a l  r e a d i n g ,  

s t o r i e s  o f  eve ryday  l i f e ,  c i v i c  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  and,  o f  c o u r s e ,  " s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  

e x e r c i s e s " .  

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  Cur r i cu lum Founda t ion  Series, l e d  t h e  r a y  f o r  many of t h e  

n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  r e a d e r s ,  D. C. Heath' s R e a d i n s  f o r  I n t e r e s t  S e r i e s  ( H i  t t y ,  



1942-19551, t h e  Ginn B a s i c  Readers  ( R u s s e l l ,  1948-19641, S i l v e r  B u r d e t t ' s  

Learn ing  t o  Read ( Smith,  1940-1 9451, and t h e  American Book Company' s B e t t s  

Bas ic  Readers  ( Betts and Uelch, 1948-1 964) .  Though v a r y i n g  i n  approach,  t h e s e  

series r e t a i n e d  many of  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  G r a y ' s  r e a d e r s :  

t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s ,  workbooks, r e l a t e d  and supp lementa ry  s e r i e s  of t e x t s .  The -- 

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  and packaged r e a d i n g  s e r i e s  had come of  age. I n  bo th  

c o n c e p t i o n  and c o n t e n t  t h e y  were and c o u l d  o n l y  have been t h e  p r o d u c t s  of  a n  

i n t e r -  and pos twar  America t h a t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( e . g . ,  t h e  

fami ly ,  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  workplace)  were p r o g r e s s i n g  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

of modern s c i e n c e .  

The t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r e a d e r s  had 

g i v e n  nay t o  Deweyian c o n c e r n s  of  c i v i c  r e l e v a n c e  and a d a p t a b i l i t y  t o  

environment.  Gray ( 7959, p. 51 3 )  spoke  of t h e  need f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  judge  " t h e  

v a l u e  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  i d e a s  a c q u i r e d  and, i n  many c a s e s ,  t h e  beau ty  

and q u a l i t y  of  t h e  l a n g u a g e  usedw.  I n  f a c t ,  Gray and o t h e r  r e a d i n g  

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  were committed o v e r t l y  t o  e a r l y  r e a d i n g  a s  a  p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e  
L 

t r a n s m i s s i o n s  of  v a l u e s  and c u l t u r a l  knowledge. But a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h o s e  

v a l u e s ,  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  d i v e r g e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  from t h a t  of HcGuffy and Elson,  

who had i n h e r i t e d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  a s  moral i n s t r u c t i o n  

from t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  Reader  t r a d i t i o n  ( c f .  - E l s o n ,  1964, pp. 45-61. The 

emergent s e n s e  of t h e  normat ive  g o a l s  of e d u c a t i o n  f i t  c l o s e l y  n i t h  

P r o g r e s s i v e  r h e t o r i c :  t h e y  aimed f o r ,  i n  Gray ' s  (1959 ,  p. 411) nords ,  

" c h i l d r e n  . . .  t o  ma ture  i n t o  e f f i c i e n t  [ e m p h a s i s  added1 c i t i z e n s ,  and t o  

c u l t i v a t e  and p r e s e r v e  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  h e r i t a g e  which n e  p r i z e  s o  h i g h l y  

todayw.  Reading f i t t e d  s q u a r e l y  w i t h i n  t h i s  normat ive  agenda of s o c i a l  

a d a p t a t i o n .  I n  a n  i n t e r v i e w  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  A p r i l ,  1950 e d i t i o n  of t h e  



B r i t i s h  Columbia Teacher,  Gray a rgued  t h a t  " t h e r e  was n e v e r  a  time uhen 

r e a d i n g  was more u s e f u l  i n  promot ing p e r s o n a l  development ,  s c h o o l  p r o g r e s s ,  

and s o c i a l  unders tand ing"  ( p .  316) .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  pos twar  e d u c a t i o n a l  

s c i e n t i s t s '  s e n s e  of t h e  end-product  of  t h i s  modern i n s t r u c t i o n  was a n  

" e f f i c i e n t "  c i t i z e n r y ,  c a p a b l e  of "sound judgements" i n  "democra t i c"  s o c i e t y .  

These g o a l s  - t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a  new k ind  of l i t e r a t e  - were t o  be a c h i e v e d  

t h r o u g h  a  l i t e r a c y  pedagogy c o n c e i v e d  a s  t h e  " s y s t e m a t i c "  c u l t i v a t i o n  of 

" h a b i t s "  and " s k i l l s "  of  o r a l  and s i l e n t ,  "nork- type"  and " r e c r e a t i o n a l "  

r e a d i n g  ( Gray, 1950; B r i t i s h  Columbia Department of  Educa t ion ,  1947, 1954) .  

The i n t e r w a r  and pos twar  s u c c e s s  of t h i s  modern v e r s i o n  of t h e  b a s a l  

r e a d i n g  s e r i e s ,  and t h e  emergence of  r e a d i n g  psycho logy  a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n a l  

b a s i s  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  of  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  i s  e x e m p l i f i e d  

i n  G r a y ' s  c a r e e r .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  p s y c h o l o g i s t s '  

i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a d i n g  came and went., G r a y ' s  i n f l u e n c e  on r e s e a r c h  and t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g  mas c o n s t a n t .  H e  became a r g u a b l y  t h e  s i n g l e  most 

i n f l u e n t i a l  academic e x p e r t  on r e a d i n g  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  Gray 
- - 

p e r s o n a l l y  dominated r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h  f o r  a  p e r i o d  of  n e a r l y  40 y e a r s ,  

b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  h i s  i n i t i a l  p u b l i s h e d  e x p e r i m e n t s  i n  t h e  1910s  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  

i n  1960. 

Gray - nho had s t u d i e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  psychology under  E.L. Thorndike  a t  

Teachers '  C o l l e g e  from 1912 t o  1914 - i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  development o f  e v e r y  

phase  of  r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h :  e x p e r i m e n t a l  d e s i g n ,  pedagogy, c u r r i c u l u m  

development,  t e s t i n g ,  and i n  t h e  1950s,  f u n c t i o n a l  l i t e r a c y  and l anguage  

planning.  G r a y ' s  work on r e a d i n g  w i t h  G. B u s n e l l  and C. Judd a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of  Chicago was h i g h l i g h t e d  by p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  1910s  and 2 0 s  of 

major r e s e a r c h  on s i l e n t  and o r a l  r e a d i n g  ( e. g. , Gray, 1922; Judd and B u s n e l l ,  



1922) .  H i s  s t a n d a r d i z e d  p a r a g r a p h s  f o r  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  o r a l  r e a d i n g  

remained benchmarks f o r  o v e r  f o r t y  y e a r s .  G r a y ' s  i n f l u e n c e  on t r e n d s  and 

deve lopmen t s  i n  r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h  a l s o  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  h i s  e d i t o r i a l  work: 

b e t n e e n  1925 and 1932  h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  a r e g u l a r  "Summary o f  r e a d i n g  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s "  t o  t h e  E l e m e n t a r y  Schoo l  J o u r n a l ;  b e t n e e n  1932 and 1960 h i s  

n i d e l y  c i t e d  summaries  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  Research .  He i s  

c o n s i d e r e d  a  p i o n e e r  i n  r e s e a r c h  on o r a l  r e a d i n g ;  t h e  u s e  o f  p r o s e  p a s s a g e s  

f o r  t h e  t e s t i n g  o f  s i l e n t  r e a d i n g ;  t h e  " d i a g n o s i s "  and  " t r e a t m e n t "  o f  

" r e m e d i a l  c a s e s  i n  r e a d i n g n  ( G r a y ,  1925,  1935; see Chap. 5 ) ;  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

s t a g e  t h e o r y  o f  r e a d i n g  a c q u i s i t i o n  ( G r a y ,  1925,  1938;  c f .  C h a l l ,  1983; s e e  

Chap. 5 ) ;  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  s y s t e m a t i c  r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n t o  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  

s c h o o l s  ( Gray, 1948a )  ; t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " f u n c t i o n a l  l i t e r a c y "  ( Gray, l 956a ,  

1956b) ;  and,  t h e  p r e -  and i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  o f  t e a c h e r s  o f  l i t e r a c y  ( G r a y ,  

1960) .  H e  e d i t e d  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  (U .S . )  N a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  S t u d y  o f  

E d u c a t i o n  y e a r b o o k s  on  r e a d i n g  b e t n e e n  1912 and  1960  and  h e  w r o t e  o n e  o f  t h e  

f i r s t  UNESCO (1956b)  p o s t n a r  r e p o r t s  on l i t e r a c y .  

G r a y ' s  first p u b l i s h e d  works  on r e a d i n g  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  191 O s ,  

c o n c u r r e n t l y  n i t h  r e s e a r c h  by T h o r n d i k e  ( 1 9 1 7 )  on  s i l e n t  r e a d i n g ,  and s h o r t l y  

a f t e r  work by Euey, Dea rborn  and o t h e r s  on  e y e  movements and  " r e a d i n g  

hygiene" .  By t h e  e a r l y  19209,  many o f  h i s  f e l l o w  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  had moved anay  

f rom a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on  r e a d i n g  a s  a n  o b j e c t  o f  s t u d y .  G r a y ' s  and Gates' 

men to r  T h o r n d i k e ' s  e a r l y  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  on  reca l l ,  r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  

s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  and l e x i c a l  u s a g e  had g e n e r a t e d  t h e  f i r s t  s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  tests.  . 
Both t h e  Thorndike-HcCal l  r e a d i n g  test  and t h e  G r a y  S t a n d a r d i z e d  O r a l  R e a d i n q  

P a r a q r a ~ h S  n e r e  u s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  B r i t i s h  Columbia and t h e  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  

wor ld  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r w a r  p e r i o d .  Through l e x i c o g r a p h i c a l  s t u d i e s  and t h e  



development of "word books", Thorndike  (1921 1 ,  G a t e s  ( 1926) and o t h e r s  had 

succeeded i n  d e f i n i n g  t h e  c o r e  vocabu la ry  of b a s a l  r e a d e r s  a s  well. I n  t h e  

post -Elson p e r i o d  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a d e r  was c o n s t r u c t e d  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e s e  word lists. By t h e  1920s,  hav ing  e s t a b l i s h e d  himself  a s  t h e  most 

p r o l i f i c  and i n f l u e n t i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  s i n c e  James and H a l l ,  

T h o r n d i k e ' s  r e s e a r c h  and p u b l i c a t i o n  i n t e r e s t s  r a n  f a r  a f i e l d  t o  i n c l u d e  IQ 

t e s t i n g ,  and t h e  expanding r a n g e  of s o c i a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of  

psychology.  Many o t h e r  e a r l y  r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s  l i k e  Huey, Terman, P i n t e r  

had begun t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on more g e n e r a l  i s s u e s  of  men ta l  measurement. A t  

Chicago, Judd, whose 1920s  work on r e a d i n g  a s  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  was o f t e n  

quoted by Gray, had moved i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  of g e n e r a l  s o c i a l  psychology 

p ioneered  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  by nead and T u f t s .  

T h i s  l e f t  t h e  f i e l d  i n  t h e  hands  of  two p s y c h o l o g i s t s :  Ga tes  of Teachers '  

C o l l e g e  and Gray a t  Chicago. Both G a t e s  and Gray a u t h o r e d  b a s a l  r e a d i n g  

s e r i e s ,  deve loped  a  r a n g e  of tests of s i l e n t  and o r a l  r e a d i n g ,  and p rov ided  

g u i d e l i n e s  and s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t e a c h e r s .  A r t i c l e s  by b o t h  n e r e  r e p u b l i s h e d  i n  
L 

v a r i o u s  B r i t i s h  Columbia t e a c h e r s '  j o u r n a l s  ( e. g. , Gray and Arbuthnot ,  1947; 

Gray, 1948, 1950) ;  t h e i r  N a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  S tudy  of Educa t ion  yearbooks  

were quo ted  i n  c u r r i c u l u m  g u i d e s  ( e .  g . ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia Department of 

Educat ion,  1947, 1954) ;  t h e i r  work and t h a t  of o t h e r  r e a d i n g  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

was r e f e r e n c e d  i n  t h e s e  same j o u r n a l s  and g u i d e s  and; most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e i r  

t e x t s  and t e s t s  n e r e  used i n  e l e m e n t a r y  r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y ,  i n  

t h e  f i e l d  of  r e a d i n g  e d u c a t i o n  -. a s  we l l  a s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  cu r r i cu lu rn  d e s i g n  

and s o  f o r t h  - t r e n d s  and developments  begun a t  Teachers '  Co l l ege ,  Chicago, 

S t a n f o r d  and o t h e r  American u n i v e r s i t i e s  ( c f .  Tyack and Hanso t t ,  1982) s p r e a d  

a c r o 8 s  t h e  U.S. and Canada t o  remake b a s i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  r e a d i n g  and t h e  



l anguage  a r t s  f o r  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s  of c h i l d r e n .  

Gray and Ga tes  oversaw t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h  t o  a l l  a s p e c t s  

of t h e  t e a c h i n g  of r e a d i n g  - and by e x t e n s i o n  b u t  t o  a  lesser e x t e n t ,  u r i t i n g ,  

o r a l  l anguage ,  and s p e l l i n g  - i n  t h e  p e r i o d  from t h e  1910s  t h r o u g h  t h e  1950s. 

The 1937 N. S. S. E. yearbook on r e a d i n g ,  The T e a c h i n s  of  Readinq, h i g h l i g h t e d  

f i n d i n g s  of a  commit tee  c h a i r e d  by Gray. T h i s  f r a m i n g  o f  " d e s i r e a b l e  t r e n d s  

i n  r e a d i n g "  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  p o s t u a r  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  

uh ich  uould f o l l o n  a  n a r t i m e  h i a t u s  i n  r e s e a r c h ,  development  and 

implementa t ion  ( c f .  Smith,  1965, p. 298) .  These  t r e n d s  inc luded :  i n c r e a s e d  

i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a d i n g  problems; g r e a t e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  of e v e r y  t e a c h e r ' s  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of r ead ing ;  a l l o c a t i o n  of  more time t o  

gu idance  of  r e a d i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t  a r e a s ;  a  g r e a t e r  c o n c e r n  f o r  r e a d i n g  

" r e a d i n e s s " ;  i n c r e a s e d  u s e  of  b e t t e r  c u r r i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l s ;  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  r e a d i n g  pedagogy i n t o  " u n i t s "  which r e f l e c t e d  a r e a s  of 
-- 

i n t e r e s t ;  g r e a t e r  emphasis  on comprehension; i n c r e a s e d  r e c o g n i t i o n  of 

c h i l d r e n ' s  v a r i e d  mot ives  and i n t e r e s t s ;  g r e a t e r  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  " i n d i v i d u a l  
L 

d i f f e r e n c e s " ;  r i d e r  u s e  of  s t a n d a r d i z e d  r e a d i n g  tests; and t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  

d i a g n o s i s  and r e m e d i a t i o n  of  problem r e a d e r s  (1937 ,  p. 5-38).  

T h i s  was, i n  a l l ,  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  nen paradigm of  r e a d i n g  and 

l anguage  a r t s  i n s t r u c t i o n  a d v o c a t e d  by r e a d i n g  p s y c h o l o g i s t s .  I t  c a l l e d  f o r  

a n  admix tu re  of i d e n t i f i a b l y  humane, " c h i l d  c e n t e r e d "  p r a c t i c e s  ( e .  g . ,  u n i t s  

o r  p r o j e c t s ,  t e a c h i n g  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e ,  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  

c u r r i c u l a r  i n t e g r a t i o n )  and s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  pedagogy ( e . g . ,  u s e  of 

t e s t s ,  s y s t e m a t i c  d i a g n o s t i c s  and remedia t ion ,  t h e  u s e  of  modern s y s t e m a t i c  

c u r r i c u l a ) .  The e x t e n t  t o  u h i c h  many of t h e s e  p r e u a r  recommendations remained 

t h r o u g h o u t  s u b s e q u e n t  d e c a d e s  and i n d e e d  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m a t r i x  of b a s i c  
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a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of r e a d i n g  today ,  t e s t i f i e s  

of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  paradigm s h i f t  t o n a r d s  more s c i e n t i f i c ,  

approaches  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  and i n s t r u c t i o n .  

A t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  approach  t o  l i t e r a c y  

modern c u r r i c u l a  l i k e  G r a y ' s  r e a d i n g  series which p r o v i d e d  

t o  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

resea rch-based  

mas t h e  use  of 

t h e  t e a c h e r  n i t h  

( t e x t u a l )  g u i d a n c e  i n  a l l  of t h e  a fo rement ioned  a r e a s .  Upon what a s s u m p t i o n s  

d i d  Gray d e v e l o p  and d e s i g n  t h e  Dick and J a n e  series? G r a y ' s  was n o t  a  whol ly  

m e c h a n i s t i c  r e a d i n g  psychology by any means, f o r  he  mas b a s i c a l l y  i n  agreement  

w i t h  Thorndike  t h a t  r e a d i n g  is  " c l e a r ,  v i g o r o u s  and c a r e f u l l y  d i r e c t e d  

t h i n k i n g " .  C i t i n g  Thorndike ,  Gray (1959,  p. 411) a rgued  t h a t  " i n  e f f e c t i v e  

r e a d i n g ,  t h e  mind s e l e c t s ,  s o f t e n s ,  emphasises ,  c o r r e l a t e s ,  and o r g a n i z e s  

i n f o r m a t i o n "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  "menta l  s e t  o r  purpose  o r  demand". Nor, a s  noted,  

was Gray s t r i c t l y  opposed t o  l i t e r a r y  m e r i t  per se. However, h i s  s e n s e  of  t h e  

k ind  of  l i t e r a r y  c o n t e n t  n h i c h  c o u l d  s t i m u l a t e  s u c h  t h i n k i n g  ( conce ived  r i  t h  

Thorndike  a s  a  " r e a c t i o n "  t o  t e x t u a l / e x p e r i e n t i a l  s t i m u l u s )  remained 

a c r i t i c a l .  He no ted  a  t r u i s m  s h a r e d  by r e a d i n g  p s y c h o l o g i s t s :  

A s  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  p o i n t e d  o u t  l o n g  ago, i t  is  n o t  what is  p r e s e n t e d  t o  
a  c h i l d  t h a t  promotes  growth,  b u t  r a t h e r  h i s  r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  i d e a s  
a c q u i r e d .  ( p. 41 5 )  

F a r  from b e i n g  a  b l a n k e t  d i s m i s s a l  of  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  c o n t e n t ,  G r a y ' s  

s t a t e m e n t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  Deneyian c o n c e r n  r i t h  t e a c h i n g  " t h e  c h i l d  n o t  t h e  

s u b j e c t " .  He s a n  i n  a n  o v e r r i d i n g  c o n c e r n  w i t h  l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t y  a  f a i l u r e  t o  

c o n s i d e r  t h e  v a l i d i t y  and v a l u e  of  s t u d e n t  " r e a c t i o n s " .  Moreover, n h i l e  t h e  

"formal"  and t r a d i t i o n a l  c l a s s r o o m  had s t r e s s e d  " o r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  r i t h  

" l i t t l e  a d a p t a t i o n  of  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  meet t h e  v a r y i n g  n e e d s  of t h e  p u p i l s " ,  

t h e  modern c l a s s r o o m  depended upon " f l e x i b l e "  y e t  " c a r e f u l l y  planned" and 

" s y s t e m a t i c "  a p p r o a c h e s  ( Gray, 1950, p. 31 6-1 7 ) .  



Yet G r a y ' s  concern  w i t h  s t u d e n t  " r e a c t i o n "  l e d  t o  a  r e l a t i v i s t  p o s i t i o n  

on t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of c o n t e n t  f o r  c h i l d r e n ' s  t e x t s .  I n  h i s  s k e p t i c i s m  of  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  r e a d i n g ,  Gray, l i k e  many of h i s  

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  had deve loped  a  c r i t i c a l  b l i n d s p o t  on t h e  m a t t e r  of l i t e r a r y  

and i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t .  T h i s  is  n o t  t o  say ,  though, t h a t  Gray had n e g l e c t e d  

a l t o g e t h e r  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of c r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l e c t i o n  and development of 

c h i l d r e n '  s s t o r i e s .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  c o u l d  be de te rmined  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  how t e x t  enhanced t h e  development of  r e a d i n g  and g e n e r a l  

l i n g u i s t i c  competence. Gray, d rawing  from Judd' s work i n  t h e  191 0 s  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of Chicago, b e l i e v e d  t h a t  " r e a d i n g  was e x p e r i e n c i n g " :  t h e  v i v i d n e s s  

of image and t h e  r a n g e  of p o s s i b l e  meanings showed how t e x t  was b o t h  "a  

p r o c e s s  of r e e x p e r i e n c i n g "  and p o t e n t i a l l y  a  u n i q u e  e x p e r i e n c e  i t s e l f  (1959,  

p. 416).  To t h i s  end, he  n o t e d  t h a t  " a s  p u p i l s  grow i n  a b i l i t y  t o  use 

f a m i l i a r  e x ~ e r i e n c e s  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  what t h e y  r e a d ,  t h e y  a l s o  i n c r e a s e  i n  

a b i l i t y  t o  a c q u i r e  new e x p e r i e n c e s  t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g "  ( 1959, p. 4 1  8 ) .  However 

mundane by t r a d i t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  eve ryday  e x p e r i e n c e s  - " v a r i o u s  purposes  and 
L 

needs  . . . b o t h  i n  and o u t  of  s c h o o l "  (1950,  p. 317) - mere p o s i t e d  a s  bo th  t h e  

b a s i s  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  knowledge, and t h e  end of s u c c e s s f u l  

Hence Gray a d v o c a t e d  a n  i n i t i a l  r e a d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  which r e f l e c t e d  

" f a m i l i a r  e x p e r i e n c e "  g r a d u a l l y  moving fo rward  t o  works by " t h e  a u t h o r  who 

combines f a m i l i a r  c o n c e p t s  i n  a  form t h a t  p r e s e n t s  new i d e a s . "  Accordingly ,  

r e a d i n g  was t o  be t a u g h t  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  n i t h  p e d a g o g i c a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  

l anguage  e x p e r i e n c e s :  f i e l d  t r i p s ,  u n i t  s t u d y ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s i m u l a t i o n s ,  r o l e  

p lay ing ,  and s o  f o r t h .  H i s  r e a d i n g  t e x t s  were c o n c e i v e d  of  a s  a u t h e n t i c  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  By e x t e n s i o n ,  t h e  



r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  t h e r e i n  was c o m p l e t e l y  i n  l i n e  w i t h  h i s  

e x p e r i e n t i a l  t h e o r i e s  of  r e a d i n g .  The aim was t o  g e n e r a t e  i n  t h e  r e a d e r  "a  

focus ,  o r  r a d i x ,  of i n t e r e s t  t o  which much of h i s  r e a d i n g  r e l a t e s  and n h i c h  

s e r v e s  a s  a n  i n n e r  d r i v e  o r  m o t i v a t i n g  f o r c e n  ( G r a y  and Rogers, 1956, p. 236) .  
. . 

T e x t s  were t o  be  e x p e r i e n t i a l l y  based on t h e  everyday ,  u n t i l  t h e  c h i l d  had t h e  

a b i l i t y  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h r o u g h  t e x t  "new e x p e r i e n c e s " ,  t a l e s  f o r  i n s t a n c e  o f  

"Eskimo land"  and "Niagara  F a l l s "  ( 1959, p. 41  81 ,  t o  c i t e  G r a y ' s  own examples. 

T h i s  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  t e x t u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  known, t h e  f a m i l i a r ,  

and t h e  everyday  was l i n k e d  t o  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  approach  t o  t e a c h i n g  read ing .  

I n  a  1955 Readinq Teacher  r e s p o n s e  t o  F l e s c h ' s  p o p u l a r  c r u s a d e  f o r  phonics ,  

Gray a rgued  t h a t  " c o n t r a s t i n g  methods" d i f f e r e d  m o s t l y  i n  t h a t  t h e y  " s e c u r e d  

most growth i n  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  of  r ead ing" .  H e  c o n t r a p o s e d  t h o s e  methods 

which c o n c e n t r a t e d  on s m a l l e r  l i n g u i s t i c  u n i t s  ( e. g. , t h e  " a l p h a b e t i c  o r  

s p e l l i n g  methodn, t h e  "phon ic  method", t h e  " s y l l a b i c  method") w i t h  t h o s e  

models n h i c h  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on meaning ( e .g . ,  " t h e  word", t h e  " s e n t e n c e  method", 

t h e  " s t o r y  method and t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  method"). L i k e  C h a l l  (1967)  twen ty  y e a r s  

l a t e r ,  he n o t e d  t h a t  " t h e  r e s u l t s  of s t u d i e s  of  t h e  r e l a t i v e  merits of 

t e a c h i n g  b e g i n n i n g  r e a d i n g  do  n o t  show c o n c l u s i v e l y  n h i c h  is  b e s t "  ( 1955, p. 

311) .  

But Gray c l e a r l y  had h i s  p r e f e r e n c e .  C i t i n g  Buswell '  s r e s e a r c h ,  Gray 

argued t h a t  " ~ 0 r d  r e c o g n i t i o n "  would l e a d  t o  "word reading":  "an a b i l i t y  t o  

f o l l o w  t h e  p r i n t e d  l i n e s ,  t o  pronounce a l l  t h e  words b u t  t o  d i s p l a y  no v i t a l  

concern  f o r  t h e  c o n t e n t " .  Hhat he a rgued  f o r  was a  m i x t u r e  of "word 

r e c o g n i t i o n "  ( e. g. , b o t h  whole word and phon ics )  w i t h  o t h e r  pedagog ies  which 

" c u l t i v a t e  a  v i t a l  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  c o n t e n t  and a  c l e a r  g r a s p  of meaning" ( p .  

313).  F a r  from a v o i d i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of c o n t e n t ,  t h e n ,  Gray c l e a r l y  b e l i e v e d  



i n  i ts  impor tance .  For  " e f f e c t i v e  p r o g r e s s  r o u l d  o n l y  r e s u l t  from p a r a l l e l  

emphasis  on meaning and r o r d  r e c o g n i t i o n "  ( p. 31 3 ) .  H h i l e  n o t  a g a i n s t  phon ics  

p e r  se, he, l i k e  many o f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  s a u  i t  a s  o n l y  "means t o  b r o a d e r  

ends" of r o r d  r e c o g n i t i o n  and l a n g u a g e  e x p e r i e n c e .  

Accordingly ,  t h e  Gray-Arbuthnot r e a d e r s  r e f l e c t e d  s e v e r a l  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  

of c o n s t r u c t i o n .  F i r s t ,  G r a y ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  a c t u a l  

l anguage  and e x p e r i e n c e s  of b e g i n n i n g  r e a d e r s  l e d  him t o  w r i t e  and e d i t  t e x t s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l s  on l e x i c a l  s e l e c t i o n  and s y n t a c t i c  complexi ty .  

Each r e a d e r ,  f o l l o u i n g  s t r i c t  r e a d a b i l i t y  g u i d e l i n p s ,  i n t r o d u c e d  a  l i m i t e d  

amount of  neu words and s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e s ;  t h e  r e a d e r s  f o r  g r a d e s  1-3 were 

p i t c h e d  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  d i a l o g u e  i n t e n d e d  t o  s i m u l a t e  c h i l d r e n ' s  o r a l  

language.  These  new words were g l e a n e d  from t h e  b e g i n n i n g  r e a d e r ' s  o r a l  

l anguage  v o c a b u l a r y  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  uord lists by Thorndike ,  Gates ,  Dolch 

and o t h e r s .  The Dick and J a n e  n a r r a t i v e s ,  t h e n ,  mere t o  be  r e c o g n i z a b l e  

t e x t s ;  t h e s e  t e x t s  r e q u i r e d  of  c h i l d r e n  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of u o r d s  a l r e a d y  i n  

t h e i r  o r a l  l e x i c o n .  Once e s t a b l i s h e d ,  commonly o c c u r r i n g  u o r d s  r e r e  r e p e a t e d  
L 

i n  s i m p l i f i e d  s e n t e n c e s ,  v e r s i o n s  of  d i r e c t  speech.  

Second, Gray e x t o l l e d  t h e  v i r t u e s  of  h i g h  i n t e r e s t ,  ' p o p u l i s t '  t e x t s  

uh ich  provoked t h i n k i n g  and meaning i n  a  r i d e  a u d i e n c e  o f  s t u d e n t s .  The 

s e m a n t i c  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  t h e  t e x t ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  and meanings e n a b l e d  

by Dick and J a n e  n a r r a t i v e s  rere t h o s e  t h a t  Gray t h o u g h t  c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  e a s i l y  

r e l a t e  to :  t h e  t e x t s  mere n o t  a b o u t  f a i r y  queens  o r  p r i n c e s ,  b u t  a b o u t  u h a t  he 

c o n s i d e r e d  t y p i c a l  and s h a r e d  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  a  n o n s p e c i f i c  l o c a l e  

which resembled Lynde and Lynde 's  n i d d l e t o u n  ( o r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  t h e  

midues te rn  American community d e s c r i b e d  by L e u i s  i n  B a b b i t t ) .  The s e t t i n g  and 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  s t o r i e s ,  t h e n ,  r a s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  be  " b i a s e d "  o r  o v e r t l y  



i d e o l o g i c a l .  R a t h e r  Gray set o u t  w i t h  a  s t a t e d  c o n c e r n  f o r  "average"  and 

"slow" c h i l d r e n ,  t o  e a s e  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from p r e l i t e r a c y  t o  l i t e r a c y  by 

o f f e r i n g  t e x t s  which were l e x i c a l l y ,  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  and s e m a n t i c a l l y  a c c e s s i b l e  

t o  a l l .  The d e s i g n  of a  r edundan t ,  r e c o g n i z a b l e  and p r e d i c t a b l e  t e x t  was, 

then,  i n t e n t i o n a l .  

The 1960 N. S. S. E. Yearbook on Reading so lemnly  n o t e d  G r a y ' s  dea th .  I n  

t h a t  same y e a r  E.H.  S c o t t ,  t h e  l a s t  of t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f o u n d e r s  of  S c o t t  

Foresman, d i e d  a s  well. Yet t h e i r  s h a r e d  l e g a c y  remained.  There  was n o t h i n g  

M a c h i a v e l l i a n  a b o u t  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  of l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n :  Gray o p e r a t e d  

from t h e  b e s t  of i n t e n t s .  He b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n  e n d s  of  P r o g r e s s i v e  

educa t ion :  t h e  advancement of e v e r y  c h i l d ' s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

" e f f i c e n t l y n  i n  "democra t i c"  s o c i e t y .  H h i l e  Hugh Foresman set a s  h i s  g o a l  t h e  

s u c c e s s f u l  development and m a r k e t i n g  of  t h e  comprehensive  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t ,  

Gray and h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  had s o u g h t  t o  s u p p l a n t  t h e  i n f l e x i b i l i t y  of 

t r a d i t i o n a l ,  r o t e  i n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  r e a d i n g  and l i n g u i s t i c  

competences which t h e y  hoped nould  a d d r e s s  " v a r i o u s  p u r p o s e s  and needs  t h e y  . 
[ c h i l d r e n ]  f a c e  b o t h  i n  and o u t  of  schoo l" .  There  was, he  wro te  s h o r t l y  

b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h ,  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  among e d u c a t o r s  of  t h e  "expanding 

r o l e  of independen t ,  c r i t i c a l  r e a d i n g  on t h e  p a r t  of  a l l  c i t i z e n s  i f  t h e y  a r e  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  problems f a c e d  i n  a  r a p i d l y  c h a n g i n g  world, t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  

i n t e l l i g e n t l y  i n  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  and t o  l e a d  r i c h  ne l l - rounded  

p e r s o n a l  l i v e s "  ( 1961, p. 161 1 .  And f o r  t h i s  t h e  compuls ive ,  h a b i t u a t e d  r a y s  

of n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  pedagogy and c u r r i c u l a  would n o t  s u f f i c e .  I n  i t s  p l a c e ,  

a  t h o r o u g h l y  ' s c i e n t i f i c '  approach  t o  l i t e r a c y  t e a c h i n g  was needed, one which 

emphasized 

. . .  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  background f o r  t e a c h i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  known f a c t s  and 



t h e i r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a b o u t  human development,  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  
l e a r n i n g  t h e o r i e s ,  e m o t i o n a l  problems, m o t i v a t i o n ,  and t h e  psychology 
of s c h o o l  s u b j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  psycho log^ of r e a d i n g .  ( p .  151) 

A s  well, he no ted  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  needed t o  be a n a r e  of  " t h e  s o c i a l  

purposes  and f o u n d a t i o n s  of  e d u c a t i o n ;  t h e  r o l e  of r e a d i n g  a n d - o t h e r  mass 

= media i n  c u r r e n t  l i f e ;  t h e  n a t u r e  and d i v e r s i t y  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  background, 

p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and c a p a b i l i t i e s  of c h i l d r e n  and youth" ( p .  1 6 1 ) .  

The Cur r i cu lum Founda t ion  S e r i e s  was i n d e e d  a  mass produced and 

s t a n d a r d i z e d  p roduc t  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  a n  a  monopoly s c a l e .  I t  

became a n  a r c h e t y p e ,  a  model f o r  dozens  o f  i m i t a t o r s  and nould  be s a l e s  

l e a d e r s .  And i t  n a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  of  a  series o f  o v e r l a p p i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  

s c i e n c e s .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  exemplary  modern b a s a l  s e r i e s  is  i n d i c a t i v e  of  a  

c e n t r a l  s h i f t  i n  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a d i n g  and t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  

r e a d i n g  towards  a  s y s t e m s  approach,  f e a t u r i n g  " d i a g n o s i s "  and " c l i n i c a l "  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  ( Gray, 1935, p. 41 0 ) .  The e d u c a t i o n a l  psychology of Thorndike ,  

Gates ,  Gray, Terman and o t h e r s  Has a n  a p p l i e d  s c i e n c e ,  and t h e  remaking of 

pedagogy and of t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of  s c h o o l i n g  was a n  e x t e n s i o n  of  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h a t  s c i e n c e .  Enhanced by C h a r t e r s  and B o b b i t ' s  i n t e r n a r  

"assembly l i n e "  model of  c u r r i c u l u m  development,  and t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  "needs  

assessment"  model of  T y l e r  i n  t h e  pos twar  p e r i o d ,  a  whol ly  s c i e n t i f i c  

o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  development  and i n s t r u c t i o n  and a s s e s s m e n t  had been 

born. A p r i n c i p a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n  i n  terms of  r e a d i n g  pedagogy was t h a t  r e a d i n g  
- -- 

t e x t s  s h o u l d  be and c o u l d  be s o  des igned ,  and, moreover,  t h a t  t h e  e f f i c a c y  of 

cu r r i cu lum,  pedagogy and a c t u a l  l e a r n i n g  c o u l d  be  v e r i f i e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  of 

s t a n d a r d i z e d  tests ( s e e  Chap. 5 ) .  

Gray - l i k e  King, Connay and o t h e r  Canadian P r o g r e s s i v e s  - would have 

t e a c h e r s  be  r e a d i n g  " e x p e r t s " ,  knowledgeable  i n  t h e  ways of i n s t r u c t i o n a l  



psycho logy .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  g r o u n d s  had s h i f t e d  f rom t h e  p r e v i o u s  c e n t u r y .  

The d i s c o u r s e  o f  a p p l i e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s c i e n c e  s e r v e d  t h e  d u a l  f u n c t i o n s  of 

f r a m i n g  and  p r e s c r i b i n g  a  s e t  o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r / c o n s u m e r  n e e d s  u h i l e  

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  - i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  u i t h  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  - d e v e l o p i n g  

e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t s  which  o s t e n s i b l y  s a t i s f i e d  t h e s e  needs .  A s  a  result, 

t h e r e  u a s  a n  p r o g r e s s i v e  n a r r o w i n g  o f  t h e  r a n g e  a n d  d i v e r s i t y  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  

t e x t s / p r o d u c t s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u s e  by t e a c h e r s ,  many o f  whom t h e m s e l v e s  had been  

e d u c a t e d  u i t h  and  t r a i n e d  t o  u s e  more t r a d i t i o n a l ,  l i t e r a r y  r e a d e r s .  

W i t h i n  t h i s  neu  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  l i t e r a r y  m e r i t ,  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n  and  

P r o t e s t a n t  m o r a l i t y  no l o n g e r  s t o o d  a s  c e n t r a l  c r i t e r i a  i n  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  

c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a d e r s .  I t  was nou  a matter o f  s e l e c t i n g  and  a d o p t i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  

l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o c e s s  o n l y .  The 

deve lopmen t  o f  a  r e a d i n g  t e x t b o o k  depended,  i n  t h i s  new a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r eg ime ,  o n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  t h e o r y  o f  r e a d i n g  ( e . g . ,  p h o n i c s ,  

word r e c o g n i t i o n ,  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s t a g e s ,  r e a d i n e s s ) ,  on  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d ,  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e x t s  t o  e n h a n c e  a s s e s s i b l e  

  skill^", and ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  by t h e  p u b l i s h e r .  

t o  p r o v i d e  a  t o t a l  c u r r i c u l u m  package .  R e l a t e d ,  moreove r ,  mas a  p r e s c r i p t i v e  

s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  a im o f  l i t e r a c y ,  o f  t h e  " p e r s o n a l  and  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

youth"  ( G r a y ,  1948a ,  p. 4 2 )  was more e f f i c i e n t  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  

k n o u l e d g e s  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

A s s e s s i n g  t h e  modern l e g a c y  o f  t h e  e a r l y -  and  m i d - c e n t u r y  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  

of c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p m e n t  and  pedagogy by e d u c a t i o n a l  s c i e n t i s t s  l i k e  C h a r t e r s  

and  B o b b i t t ,  G a t e s  and  Gray,  App le  ( 1 9 7 5 ,  p. 116 )  comments t h a t  

. . .  s y s t e m s  a p p r o a c h e s  a r e  n o t  e s s e n t i a l l y  n e u t r a l ,  n o r  a r e  t h e y  
p e r f o r m i n g  a  ' s c i e n t i f i c '  f u n c t i o n .  By t e n d i n g  t o  c a u s e  i ts  u s e r s  
and o t h e r  p u b l i c s  i n v o l v e d  t o  i g n o r e  c e r t a i n  p o s s i b l e  f u n d a m e n t a l  
p r o b l e m s  u i t h  s c h o o l s  a s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s y s t e m s  management a l s o  a c t s  



t o  g e n e r a t e  and  c h a n n e l  p o l i t i c a l  s e n t i m e n t s  s u p p o r t i v e  of t h e  
e x i s t i n g  modes o f  a c c e s s  t o  k n o n l e d g e  and  poue r .  

These  were c o n s e n s u s  t e x t s  o n  S e v e r a l  l e v e l s :  c e r t a i n l y  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  

what Gray  and  A r b u t h n o t  c o n s t r u e d  a s  t h e  s h a r e d  i m a g e s  a n d  m e s s a g e s  of  

d e m o c r a t i c  l i f e  i n  t h e  50s .  But  a s  n e l l  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a n  emergen t  

s c i e n t i f i c  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n s e n s u s ,  a n  a g r e e m e n t  among g u b l i s h e r s  and  

r e s e a r c h e r s  t h a t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y - b a s e d  p e d a g o g i e s ,  and  r e a d a b l e ,  mass-produced 

and consumed t e x t s  n o u l d  b e  more " e f f i c i e n t "  a t  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  l i t e r a c y  

( a n d  t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  of c a p i t a l )  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  

l i t e r a r y  r e a d e r s .  Gray, Gates, R u s s e l l  

w i t h  l i t e r a r y  c o n t e n t ,  n i t h  P r o g r e s s i v e  

pedagogy. Yet t h e i r  t e x t s  r e m a i n e d  t h e  

and  o t h e r s ,  p r o f e s s e d  t o  b e  c o n c e r n e d  

s o c i a l  v a l u e s ,  and  h i g h 1  y m o t i v a t i o n a l  

p r o d u c t s  o f  T h o r n d i k e '  s c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

r e a d i n g  a s  a  " s a r b o n d "  a c t i v i t y ,  a s  " r e s p o n s e "  and o f  H a t s o n ' s  Had i son  Avenue 

( o r  S c o t t  F o r e s m a n ' s  Madison Avenue, t o  b e  more p r e c i s e ) .  The r u l e s  o f  

c a p i t a l  e x p a n s i o n ,  a s  n e l l  a s  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  T e a c h e r s '  C o l l e g e  and  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ch icago ,  h e l p e d  s h a p e  n h a t  n o u l d  c o u n t  a s  c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a d e r s ,  

and  n h a t  mould c o u n t  a s  r e a d i n g  and  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  i n s t r u c t i o n .  And Gray and  
L 

A r b u t h n o t ' s  t e x t s  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  m a r k e t  f o r  o v e r  t h r e e  d e c a d e s .  The Nen 

HcGuf f  y  i n d e e d .  
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C h a p t e r  3. READING THE TEXT: 
D I C K  AND JANE AS INTRODUCTIONS TO LITERACY 

3. 0. A S t o r y  grammar a n a l y s i s  o f  Fun w i t h  Dick  and J a n e  

Here G r a y ' s  good i n t e n t i o n s  r e a l i z e d ?  The f o r e g o i n g  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  

deve lopmen t  of t h e  C u r r i c u l u m  D e v e l o ~ m e n t  S e r i e s  p o i n t e d  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  

t e n s i o n s  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  dominan t  d i s c o u r s e  on l i t e r a c y  be tween 

e g a l i t a r i a n  g o a l s  o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n  and e v o l v i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n s  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  and e d u c a t i o n a l  p u b l i s h i n g .  S c r u t i n i z i n g  t h e  Dick 

and J a n e  t e x t s ,  s e v e r a l  c r i t i c s  o f  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  and  7 0 s  h a v e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e y  

conveyed a  p o s t w a r  i d e o l o g y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and  c o m p l i a n c e  t o  a u t h o r i t y  

( HcCle l l and ,  1961 ; K l i n e b e r g ,  1963; Z i m e t ,  1 97Za, l 9 7 Z b ) .  Z i m e t  ( l 9 7 2 a ,  p. 

94) sees t h e  s h i f t  f rom more t r a d i t i o n a l  t e x t b o o k s  t o  t h e  Dick and J a n e  g e n r e  

a s  i n d i c a t i n g  a  movement f rom t h e  " i n n e r - d i r e c t e d n e s s "  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  l i f e  t o  

t h e  " o t h e r - d i r e c t e d n e s s "  o f  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  c u l t u r e :  

Contemporary  America, a s  s e e n  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  r e a d e r s ,  i s  a n  o t h e r -  
d i r e c t e d  s o c i e t y  i n  which t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  is n o t  m o t i v a t e d  t o  a c t  b y  
t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r e s s u r e $  b u t  by o t h e r s  ~ h 0 S e  r e q u e s t s  o r  
demands a r e  r e s p e c t e d  enough t o  p r o d u c e  compl i ance .  I n d i v i d u a l s  
e n t e r  i n t o  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  f o r  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s ,  and  t h e s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  o t h e r s .  

Obv ious ly ,  G r a y ' s  t e x t s ,  s e e k i n g  a b r o a d  a u d i e n c e  i n  a  n a t i o n a l  and 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  marke t ,  d i s t o r t e d  t h e  " p l u r a l i s t i c "  c h a r a c t e r  o f  American 

s o c i e t y .  I n  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  l i b e r a l  and  l e f t  c r i t i c s ,  t h e  t e x t s  a r e  

b l a t a n t l y  c l a s s i s t ,  s e x i s t  and  r a c i s t .  The g e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s  p o r t r a y e d  i n  

t h e s e  r e a d e r s ,  moreover ,  commonly a r e  c i t e d  a s  a r c h e t y p a l  c a s e s  o f  t e x t b o o k  

s t e r e o t y p i n g  ( Z i m e t ,  l 972b ,  pp. 80-85) .  

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  some o f  t h e  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  c r i t i c s ,  t h i s  

k i n d  o f  d i s t o r t i o n  is a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of a  " s e c u l a r  human i s t "  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  



s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l a  ( c f .  J e n k i n s o n ,  1  979, p. 95 )  . 

One m i g h t  c o n c l u d e  f rom t h e s e  books  t h a t  Amer i cans  a r e  a l m o s t  
e x c l u s i v e 1  y  C a u c a s i a n ,  N o r t h  European  i n  o r i g i n  and  a p p e a r a n c e ,  and  
a r e  q u i t e  n e l l  t o  do. . . . R e l i g i o n  is r a r e l y  men t ioned ,  b u t  C h r i s t i a n  
r e l i g i o u s  o b s e r v a n c e  is ove r - emphas i zed  n i t h  n o  h i n t  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o r  
v a r i e t y  of o b s e r v a n c e s  f o u n d  among d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o u s  g roups .  
( K l i n e b e r g ,  1963,  p. 7.5) 

F o r  t h e i r  p a r t ,  c h i l d  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  B e t t e l h e i m  and  Z e l a n  ( 1981,  p. 266) 

have  compared t h e  l i t e r a r y  and  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  American b a s a l s  i n  t h e  

"Dick  and  J a n e  t r a d i t i o n "  u i t h  t h o s e  o f  European  schoolsf.  

The u n i v e r s a l  u s e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  b a s i c  t e x t s  t h a t  a r e  a l i k e  
i n  t h e i r  r e p e t i t i o u s  e m p t i n e s s ,  and  o f  s t o r i e s  t h a t  t e l l  o n l y  a b o u t  
t h e  most  s h a l l o u  " fun"  a c t i v i t i e s ,  makes o n e  wonder n h e t h e r  i t  is 
i n d e e d  p o s s i b l e  t o  t e a c h  r e a d i n g  t o  modern c h i l d r e n  by means o f  t e x t s  
t h a t  a r e  n e i t h e r  c o n d e s c e n d i n g  t o  them, n o r  d u l l ,  n o r  e x c r u c i a t i n g l y  
r e p e t i t i o u s ,  n o r  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  a  f e n  s i m p l e  n o r d s .  

They a r g u e  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a i r y  t a l e s ,  c h i l d r e n ' s  p o e t r y  and  n o v e l s  

s h o u l d  " s t i m u l a t e  and  e n c o u r a g e  c h i l d r e n ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n s "  by p r o v i d i n g  

" l i t e r a r y  i m a g e s  o f  t h e  n o r l d ,  o f  n a t u r e  and  o f  man" ( p. 264; c f .  B e t t e l h e i m ,  

1976;  S t e i n ,  1986,  p. 1 7 8 ) .  B e t t e l h e i m  and  Z e l a n  ( p. 264) c o n c l u d e  t h a t  

p r i m e r s  and  e a r l y  r e a d i n g  t e x t b o o k s  

... s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  r e n d e r  i n  a  f e n  s e n t e n c e s  t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l ,  
t r u e  t o  l i f e  i m a g e s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  u i t h  some o f  l i f e ' s  

- more s e r i o u s  p rob lems ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  how, t h r o u g h  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s ,  
p e o p l e  a r e  a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  g r e a t e r  c l a r i t y  a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a b o u t  
t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  t o  o t h e r s ,  a b o u t  n h a t  is  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  l i v e  
a  m e a n i n g f u l  l i f e .  

T h e s e  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  however  a s t u t e ,  a r e  b a s e d  o n  g e n e r a l  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  

t h e  t e x t b o o k s  i n  q u e s t i o n .  A l though  t h e  "Dick  a n d  J a n e  Reade r s "  a r e  o f t e n  

c i t e d  a s  mode l s  o f  p o s t u a r  Amer ican  e d u c a t i o n a l  i d e o l o g y ,  a  c l o s e r  a n a l y s i s  of  

t h e i r  t e x t u a l  c o n t e n t  and  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  n o t  been  u n d e r t a k e n .  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  

modes o f  d i s c o u r s e  a n a l y s i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  S e c t i o n  1.  3. 2. a r e  used .  F i r s t ,  a  

s t o r y  grammar a n a l y s i s  of n i n e  s e l e c t e d  n a r r a t i v e s  f r o m  Fun w i t h  D ick  a n d  J a n e  

i s  used  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween s t o r y  s y n t a x  and  s e m a n t i c s .  The 



aim of  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  is t o  i n d i c a t e  hou i d e o l o g i c a l  themes and c o n t e n t s  a r e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  th rough  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n ,  r i  t h i n  and a c r o s s  s t o r y  grammars, of 

p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  r o l e s ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  exchanges.  T h i s  i s  

f o l l o u e d  by a  s u r v e y  of p i c t o r i a l  and l e x i c a l  c o n t e n t  which s p e c i f i e s  hon t h e  

n a r r a t i v e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  t o t a l  f i c t i o n a l  r e a l i t y ,  which i n  t u r n  a c t s  a s  a n  

o v e r a r c h i n g  c o n t e x t u a l  f r ame  f o r  t h e  s i t u a t i n g  of p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  r o l e s  and 

a c t i o n s .  The r o l e  of t h e  n a r r a t o r ,  l e x i c a l  c h o i c e ,  and p i c t o r i a l  c o n t e n t  a r e  

examined t o  e s t a b l i s h  how s t y l i s t i c  and l i t e r a r y  c o n v e n t i o n s  s e r v e  t h e  

d i d a c t i c  and pedagog ica l  i n t e n t  of  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  t o  p r e s e n t  a  u n i v o c a l  

v e r s i o n  of  post -war  ch i ldhood .  

A f u r t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  of s t y l i s t i c  and l i t e r a r y  d e v i c e s  is u n d e r t a k e n  t o  

s p e c i f y  how t h i s  p o r t r a y e d  r e a l i t y  i s  p o s i t e d  by t h e  n a r r a t i v e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

o t h e r  " p o s s i b l e  worlds"  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s ,  c h a r a c t e r s  and r e a d e r s .  The t e x t  

a n a l y s i s  c o n c l u d e s  n i  t h  a summary c r i t i q u e  of  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t s ,  

l i t e r a r y  merits, and p o s s i b l e  p e d a g o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  of  t h e  t e x t ,  u s i n g  B a r t h e s '  

(1957/1982)  c o n c e p t  of  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n  of modern "mythologies"  i n  
L 

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  E c o ' s  (19791 c a t e g o r y  of t h e  " c l o s e d  t e x t " .  The u s e  of  E c o ' s  

c a t e g o r y  e n a b l e s  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  " r o l e  of  t h e  r e a d e r "  

g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  Dick and J a n e  t e x t s .  I t  is a rgued  t h a t  t h e  s e m a n t i c  

s t r u c t u r e  and l i t e r a r y  s t y l i s t i c s  of t h e  t e x t  p r e c l u d e d  c r i t i c a l  and 

i n t e r p r e t i v e  r e a d i n g .  

The e a r l y  pr imary r e a d e r s  Fun w i t h  Dick and J a n e  ( G r a y  and Arbuthnot ,  

1946) and Our N e w  F r i e n d s  ( G r a y  and Arbuthnot ,  19461, u e r e  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  

f i r s t  g r a d e  r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Both t e x t s ,  n h i l e  composed of d i s t i n c t  

' s t o r i e s  by e i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  a u t h o r s ,  were a d a p t e d  t o  r e p e a t  b a s i c  themes, 

l e x i s ,  s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and m a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a c r o s s  and 



w i t h i n  s u c c e s s i v e  e p i s o d e s .  Fun w i t h  Dick and  Jane ,  t h e  g r a d e  o n e  primer, 

c o m p r i s e s  t h i r t y - t h r e e  s t o r i e s  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  f o u r  s u b s e c t i o n s :  "Fami ly  Fun", 

"Fun a t  t h e  Farm", "Fun a i t h  P e t s  and  Toys", and  "Fun ~ i t h  Our F r i e n d s " .  

The p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  o f  n i n e  e p i s o d e s  i n  "Fami ly  Fun" i s  t h e  first series 

from t h e  f i r s t  p r i m e r  and  h e n c e  many s i x - y e a r - o l d  c h i l d r e n '  s a c t u a l  f i rs t  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  e n c o u n t e r  n i t h  r e a d i n g  c u r r i c u l u m .  I n  aha t '  f o l l o n s ,  e a c h  

e p i s o d e ' s  b a s i c  s t o r y  grammar is o u t l i n e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a S t e i n - G l e n n  s t o r y  

grammar model. A r u n n i n g  commentary h i g h l i g h t i n g  c o n t i n u i t i e s  and  

d i s c o n t i n u i t i e s  be tween  s t o r y  grammar t h e m a t i c  c o n t e n t  e n s u e s .  

E ~ i s o d e  1 - "See I t  Go": I n  t h e  b a c k y a r d  ( s e t t i n g ) ,  Dick  thr0n.S a  t o y  
a i r p l a n e  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t ) ;  S a l l y  and  J a n e  o b s e r v e  ( i n t e r n a l  
r e s p o n s e ) ;  t h e  p l a n e  g o e s  o v e r  t h e  f e n c e  beyond t h e  ya rd ;  i t  a l m o s t  
h i t s  F a t h e r  nho, i n  a  b u s i n e s s  s u i t ,  i s  n a l k i n g  home ( c o n s e q u e n c e ) ;  
J a n e  e x p o s t u l a t e s  " T h i s  is n o t  f u n  f o r  F a t h e r "  ( r e a c t i o d d i d a c t i c  
r e i t e r a t i o n )  . 

Commentary: I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p a s s a g e  Dick  i s  t h e  i n i t i a t o r  o f  e n s u i n g  a c t i o n  

n h i l e  S a l l y  and  J a n e  a re  r e l e g a t e d  t o  s e c o n d a r y  r o l e s  a s  o b s e r v e r s  and  

commenta to r s  f o r  male p l a y .  T h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  ( a h i c h  e n a b l e s  

t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  p r e p o s i t i o n s :  "Up up! Donn dorn!")  n a r r a t e s  t h e  

p l a n e ' s  f l i g h t .  T h e s e  u t t e r a n c e s  a l s o  form a n  i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e :  r e a d e r s  d o  

n o t  g l i m p s e  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  o b s e r v e  and  h e a r  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s '  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  F a t h e r ,  Rho is a p p a r e n t l y  coming f rom n o r k  o r  

a n o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  engagement  ( s i g n i f i e d  h e r e  by g r e y  b u s i n e s s  s u i t  and  h a t ) ,  

seems s t a r t l e d  when t h e  p l a n e  k n o c k s  h i s  h a t  o f f .  I t  is  l e f t  t o  J a n e  t o  

d i s t i l l  v e r b a l l y  t h e  e v e n t  i n t o  a l e s s o n .  

A u n i q u e  d i s c o u r s e  o p t i o n  is e x e r c i s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  and  s u b s e q u e n t  

e p i s o d e s .  The " r e a c t i o n "  i n  t h e  s t o r y  grammar t a k e s  t h e  form o f  a  d i d a c t i c  

u t t e r a n c e  by a  p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r  which i n  t u r n  r e f r a m e s  f o r  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  



and r e a d e r s  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  e v e n t s .  T h i s  d i s c o u r s e  f e a t u r e  f u n c t i o n s  a s  an 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  t e x t  t o  r e i n f o r c e  a n d  r e s t a t e  a n  i n t e n d e d  message.  

It  p r o v i d e s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a  d r a m a t i c  r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  c l o s i n g  

down t h e  n a r r a t i v e  and  r e s t o r i n g  a l l  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  ( a n d  

t e m p o r a l )  s t a t e s .  I n  a l l ,  i t  would seem t h a t  t h i s  is a  p a r a b l e  a b o u t  

c h i l d r e n ' s  p l a y  r u n n i n g  i n t o  t h e  a d u l t  wor ld  w i t h  u n e x p e c t e d ,  i f  h a r m l e s s  

r e s u l t s .  I t  r e m a i n s  n o n e t h e l e s s  a  d i d a c t i c  t a l e  which  t e a c h e s  t h e  c o n c e p t s  of 

" f a m i l y  f u n / n o t  f u n "  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  judgements .  

E ~ i s o d e  2  - "Guess": I n  t h e  house ,  Dick  a p p r o a c h e s  H o t h e r  f rom b e h i n d  
( s e t t i n g )  ; s h e  is  s e a t e d  i n  a n  e a s y  c h a i r ,  sewing;  S a l l y  and  J a n e  
c r o n d  a r o u n d  and  F a t h e r  and  S p o t  e n t e r  t h e  room f r o m  beh ind ;  Dick  
p l a c e s  h i s  h a n d s  o v e r  M o t h e r ' s  e y e s  and  a s k s  h e r  t o  g u e s s  who i t  i s  
( i n i t a t i n g  e v e n t  1 ) ;  Mother  g u e s s e s  c o r r e c t l y  ( i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e  l /  
a t t e m p t  1 ) ;  S a l l y  v e r b a l l y  c o n f i r m s  ( c o n s e q u e n c e ) ;  F a t h e r  p l a c e s  h i s  
h a n d s  o v e r  M o t h e r ' s  e y e s  f rom b e h i n d  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  % / r e i t e r a t i o n  
o f  1 )  ; a f t e r  v e r b a l i z i n g  a  p r o c e s s  o f  e l i m i n a t i o n  ( i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e  
21, Mother  g u e s s e s  c o r r e c t l y  ( a t t e m p t  2 ) ;  J a n e  v e r b a l l y  c o n f i r m s  
( c o n s e q u e n c e  2 ) ;  S a l l y  p l a c e s  h e r  h a n d s  o v e r  M o t h e r ' s  e y e s  and  J a n e  
a s k s  f o r  a  g u e s s  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  3 ) ;  Mothe r  g u e s s e s  t h a t  i t  is  J a n e  
( i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e / a t t e m p t  3 ) ;  S a l l y  e x p o s t u l a t e s  " T h i s  is f u n ,  
Mother  c a n  n o t  guess" ;  Mother  g u e s s e s  S a l l y  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  3 ) ;  Dick  
c o n f i r m s  t h e  g u e s s ;  Mother  e x p o s t u l a t e s  "My f a m i l y  is  h e r e .  My funny ,  
f u n n y  f a m i l y "  ( r e a c t i o d d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n ) .  

Commentary: A more complex  and  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  s t r u c t u r e d  p a t t e r n  o f  L 

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  is i n s t a n t i a t e d  i n  t h i s  e p i s o d e ' s  s t o r y  grammar. Verbal and  

b e h a v i o r a l  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  a  p a t t e r n  o f  p l a y  i n v o l v e s  t h e  whole f a m i l y  and  t h i s  

p a t t e r n  i n  t u r n  a c t s  a s  a  se t  o f  u n s t a t e d  s o c i a l  r u l e s .  

But  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  game is n o t  i ts  r u l e s :  t h e r e  is  more t o  i t  t h a n  

t h i s .  D ick  and  F a t h e r ,  who a g a i n  is  p i c t u r e d  i n  t h r e e  p i e c e  s u i t  w i t h  S p o t  

( t h e  f a m i l y  dog) n i p p i n g  a t  h i s  h e e l s ,  a r e  t h e  p r i m a r y  i n i t i a t o r s  o f  a c t i o n  i n .  

t h i s  d o m e s t i c  set  p i e c e .  Mother  is c a r r y i n g  o u t  h e r  . d a i l y  r o u t i n e .  The 

males '  a c t i o n s  a r e  r e p e a t e d  w i t h  v a r i a t i o n s  by t h e  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s .  

I n v a r i a b l y ,  Dick  and  F a t h e r  i n i t i a t e  t h e  p a t t e r n  and  J a n e  f o l l o w s  n a i v e l y ;  



Mother  p u s h e s  t h e  game a l o n g  a s  a  p h y s i c a l l y  p a s s i v e  r e s p o n d e e  t o  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  

a c t i o n s .  The s c h e m a t i c  s t r u c t u r e  of r e p e a t e d  a c t i o n s ,  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n a b l e  

r e p e t i t i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  o r a l  r e c i t a t i o n  of  k e y  n o r d s  a n d  p h r a s e s  ( e .  g . ,  

"Guess ,  g u e s s !  ", "Mothe r  c a n  n o t  see"),  h a s  a  d r a m a t i c  e f f e c t :  t h e  r e i t e r a t e d  

a t t e m p t  --> c o n s e q u e n c e  --> a t t e m p t  --> c o n s e q u e n c e  . . .  p a t t e r n  i s  se l f -  

r e f e r e n t i a l  a n d  s e l f - r e i n f o r c i n g ,  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  b e h a v i o r a l  m o d e l l i n g ,  

i m i t a t i o n  a n d  p r a c t i c e  i n  p l a y  s i t u a t i o n s .  

Yet n i t h i n  t h e  r u l e s  o f  f a m i l y  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  n o v e l t y  i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  

r u l e d  o u t .  Baby S a l l y  - a  P r o g r e s s i v e - e r a  Nob le  S a v a g e  - b e g i n s  t o  e v i n c e  a  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  i n f a n c y  wh ich  r e c u r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  series,  a  c a p a c i t y  f o r  

c r e a t i v e  e x t r a p o l a t i o n  r i t h i n  t h e  r u l e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  m a l e - i n i t i a t e d  p l a y .  I n  

s u b s e q u e n t  stories, S a l l y ,  t h e  young  p r e - s c h o o l  c h i l d ,  rrill come u p  r r i  t h  n o v e l  

a p p r o a c h e s ,  a t  times i n d i c a t i v e  o f  h e r  n a i v e t e  o f  r u l e  s y s t e m s  a n d  a t  o t h e r s  

showing  h e r  ( i n n a t e ? )  c u n n i n g  a b i l i t y  t o  set  u p  h e r  e l d e r s '  ( a n d  t h e  r e a d e r s ' )  

e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  r e v e r s e  them. Her s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i n t o  r u l e - b o u n d  

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  f o c a l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  s e q u e n c e  o f  e p i s o d e s .  Here i t  is  

l e f t  t o  Mother ,  r h o  v e r b a l l y  i n t e r a c t s  u i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  more t h a n  F a t h e r ,  t o  . 
c o n f i r m  t h e  v a l u e  o f  n o n - v i o l e n t ,  i n t e r a c t i v e  p l a y  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  f a m i l y  

u n i t :  a  " funny ,  f u n n y  f a m i l y "  i n d e e d .  

E ~ i s o d e  3  - " S o m e t h i n s  f o r  S a l l y " :  I n  t h e  h o u s e ,  F a t h e r  a s k s  S a l l y  
( s e t t i n g )  t o  " f i n d  son i e th ing"  i n  h i s  c o a t  p o c k e t  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t ) .  
D i g g i n g  i n t o  F a t h e r ' s  p o c k e t  ( a t t e m p t  1 1 ,  S a l l y  d i s c o v e r s  a  r e d  b a l l  
( c o n s e q u e n c e  1-1 ; F a t h e r  a s k s  S a l l y  t o  "Look i n  t h e  b a l l "  ( r e a c t i o n  
$ / i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  P / r e i t e r a t i o n  o f  1 ) ;  S a l l y  d i s c o v e r s  a  b l u e  b a l l  
n i t h i n  t h e  r e d  ( a t t e m p t  2 / c o n s e q u e n c e  P / r e i t e r a t i o n  o f  1 ) ;  F a t h e r  
a s k s  S a l l y  t o  l o o k  i n  t h e  b l u e  b a l l  ( r e a c t i o n  2 / i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  
3 / r e i t e r a t i o n  o f  1 ) ;  S a l l y  d i s c o v e r s  a  y e l l o r  b a l l  r i t h i n  t h e  b l u e  
b a l l  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  3 / r e i t e r a t i o n  o f  1 ) ;  S a l l y  s t a t e s  h e r  i n t e n t i o n s  t o  
s h a r e  t h e  t h r e e  b a l l s  r i t h  D i c k  a n d  J a n e  ( r e a c t i o n / d i d a c t i c  
r e i t e r a t i o n ) .  

Commentary: T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e p i s o d e  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  f o r m a l  d i d a c t i c  



r e l a t i o n s h i p  between F a t h e r  and Baby S a l l y .  Again a  male is t h e  i n i t i a t o r  of  

t h e  i n c i d e n t :  F a t h e r  i s  i n t r o d u c i n g  S a l l y  t o  a n  t r a d i t i o n a l  t o y ,  t h e  o b j e c t  

concea led  w i t h i n  a n  o b j e c t .  L e x i c a l  and s y n t a c t i c  r e p e t i t i o n  ( e . g . ,  "Look and 

see! See  t h e  ye l low b a l l " )  i s  e n a b l e d  by r e p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  s t o r y  grammar of a  

m a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  a t t e m p t  --> consequence sequence.  The c h a r a c t e r ' s  a t t e m p t s  

t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  c o g n i t i v e / p l a y  problem i n  t u r n  r e s u l t  i n  a  moral l e s s o n .  

C o n t r a s t i n g  w i t h  M o t h e r ' s  r o l e  i n  Ep i sode  2 a s  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of 

c h i l d r e n '  s p l a y  is F a t h e r '  s v e r b a l  and b e h a v i o r a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  i n i t i a t i n g  

e v e n t  --> a t t e m p t  --> consequence sequence.  F a t h e r '  s p a r a l i n g u i s t i c  ( e .  g . ,  

p h y s i c a l  d i s t a n c e ,  d i r e c t i v e  g e s t u r e s )  and l i n g u i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  ( e .  g . ,  "Find 

something! ", "Look i n  t h e  b a l l " )  is i m p e r a t i v e .  Notab le  is h i s  l a c k  of 

p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  S a l l y :  he  h o l d s  h i s  arm o u t  of t h e  nay s o  t h a t  s h e  c a n  

i n s p e c t  h i s  c o a t  pocket ;  he  l e a n s  o v e r  h e r  w i t h  h i s  hands  on h i s  h i p s ;  he  sits 

w i t h  h i s  hands  c l a s p e d  i n  f r o n t  of him. He of  c o u r s e  is garbed  i n  h i s  

b u s i n e s s  s u i t  and t ie ,  even i n  t h i s  c a s u a l  p l a y  s e t t i n g ,  C l e a r l y ,  F a t h e r  

a d o p t s  a  de tached ,  e x p l i c i t l y  p e d a g o g i c a l  r o l e  ( g i v e /  t a k e / q u e s t i o n / a n s n e r )  , 

i n s t r u c t i n g  S a l l y  i n  p a t t e r n s  of  p l a y  and d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  i n v o l v e  manual 

d e x t e r i t y  and t h i n k i n g .  

On t h e  l i t e r a l  l e v e l  of s t o r y  grammar consequence,  two b e n e f i c e n t  pro- 

s o c i a l  behaviors a r e  conveyed: g i f t - g i v i n g  and, a s  u n d e r l i n e d  i n  S a l l y ' s  

r e a p p r a i s a l  of  h e r  o m  l e a r n i n g ,  s h a r i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  e g o c e n t r i c  h o a r d i n g  of 

t o y s .  But a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  r e p e a t e d  i n t e r a c t i o n a l  p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  s t o r y  

grammar, t h i s  f i n a l e  a c t s  a s  a  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of  a  f o u n d a t i o n a l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n :  

F a t h e r  t e a c h e s ,  d a u g h t e r  l e a r n s .  

E ~ i s o d e  4 - "Do Hhat I Do": I n  t h e  house, Dick jumps ( s e t t i n g )  o v e r  a  
p l a y  b r i d g e  made of  b l o c k s  and c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  o b s e r v i n g  f a m i l y  t o  "do 
n h a t  I do" ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  1 )  ; Jane,  Mother and F a t h e r  a l l  comply 
( mu1 t i p l e  a t t e m p t s / s u b o r d i n a t e  consequences  t o  1 )  ; S a l l y  tr ies 



( a t t e m p t )  and  f a i l s ,  k n o c k i n g  o v e r  t h e  b r i d g e  ( p r i m a r y  c o n s e q u e n c e  t o  
1 ) ;  Dick  v e r b a l l y  c h i d e s  S a l l y  a r g u i n g  t h a t  s h e ,  " a  baby", is " t o o  
l i t t l e "  t o  p l a y  ( r e a c t i o n l d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n  1 ) ;  F a t h e r  a s k s  t h e  
f a m i l y  t o  t o u c h  t h e i r  t o e s ,  t o  i m i t a t e  h i s  b e h a v i o r  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  
2) ; a l l  a r e  a b l e  t o  comply ( m u l t i p l e  a t t e m p t s / c o n s e q u e n c e s  2 )  e x c e p t  
S a l l y  ( a t t e m p t / c o n s e q u e n c e  2) ; F a t h e r  c h i d e s  S a l l y  a s  " t o o  l i t t l e "  t o  
do  t h i s  ( r e a c t i o n / d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n  2 ) ;  S a l l y  a s k s  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  
c r a n l  u n d e r  a  wooden c h a i r  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  3 ) ;  a l l  f a i l  i n  t h e i r  
a t t e m p t s  t o  i m i t a t e  S a l l y  ( a t t e m p t s / c o n s e q u e n c e  3 ) ;  S a l l y  c o n c l u d e s  
t h a t  a l l  a r e  " t o o  b i g "  t o  "do  it" ( m a j o r  r e a c t i o n / d i d a c t i c  
r e i t e r a t i o n  t o  1 / 2 / 3 ) .  

Commentary: Again,  a n  a r c h e t y p a l  p l a y  p a t t e r n  is  i n t r o d u c e d ,  one  t h a t  

r e q u i r e s  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  a n  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  p a t t e r n ,  t h a t  o f  "Simon Says" ,  and  

a g a i n ,  t h e  m a l e s  t a k e  i n i t i a t i n g  r o l e s .  S a l l y ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d  o f  f a m i l y  p l a y  which r e q u i r e s  a d v a n c e d  psychomoto r  

deve lopmen t  is h i g h l i g h t e d .  Both  male f i g u r e s  t a k e  t u r n s  a t  b e r a t i n g  h e r  and  

d e n i g r a t i n g  h e r  i n f e r i o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  v i s i b l y  u i t h o u t  c h e e r  ( e. g. , Dick: 

"No, S a l l y ,  you c a n  n o t  p l a y .  You a r e  t o o  l i t t l e .  You a r e  a baby" ) .  D ick  

g e s t u r a l l y  e m b e l i s h e s  t h i s  u t t e r a n c e ,  l e a n i n g  o v e r  t o u a r d s  h e r  and  p o i n t i n g  

h i s  f i n g e r  a t  h e r .  F a t h e r  ("No S a l l y !  You c a n  n o t  d o  t h i s .  You a r e  t o o  

l i t t l e " )  p r o c e e d s  t o  S a l l y ' s  t u r n  u i t h o u t  t h e  v i s i b l e  smiles o f  encouragemen t  

and  v e r b a l  a p p r o v a l  p r e s e n t  i n  E p i s o d e  3. N o n e t h e l e s s ,  S a l l y  t u r n s  t h e  t a b l e s ,  

on  h e r  e l d e r s  and  h a s  t h e  l a s t  and  c o n c l u d i n g  d i d a c t i c  uord .  

To t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  o n l y  d i v e r g e n t  a c t i o n s  i n  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s  h a v e  been  

i n i t i a t e d  by S a l l y ,  n h o s e  u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  is becoming p r e d i c t a b l e .  A h i l e  

o t h e r s  re f lec t  t h e  a d e q u a c y  o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  by c a r r y i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  

p a r t s  i n  t h e  c a u s a l  c h a i n s  o f  t h e  s t o r y  grammar w i t h  u t t e r  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y ,  

S a l l y ,  t h e  u n i n i t i a t e d ,  b l u n d e r s  h e r  way t h r o u g h  p l a y  s e q u e n c e s ,  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  v i n d i c a t i n g  h e r s e l f  t h r o u g h  n o v e l t y  o f  a c t i o n .  Yet h e r  

immatu re  e g o - i d e n t i t y  i s  i m p l i e d  and  t h r o u g h o u t  s h e  refers  t o  h e r s e l f  a s  

" S a l l y " ,  e x c l u d i n g  a  p e r s o n a l  pronoun.  



By t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  s e c t i o n ,  d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s  a r e  

b e g i n n i n g  t o  emerge. F a t h e r  i s  i n v o l v e d  f o r m a l l y  i n  f a m i l y  p l a y  and l e a r n i n g  

y e t  h e  seems e m o t i o n a l l y  d e t a c h e d .  Dick i s  a c t i v e ,  somewhat i m p u l s i v e  and 

d o m i n e e r i n g  of t h e  f e m a l e  c h i l d r e n .  Of t h e  f e m a l e  f i g u r e s ,  Mother  r e m a i n s  on  

t h e  s i d e l i n e s  u h i l e  J a n e  is a n  o m i t t e d ,  o f t e n  s i l e n t  m i d d l e  c h i l d .  S a l l y ' s  

v e r b a l  and b e h a v i o r a l  c l e v e r n e s s  i s  r e s t a t e d  i n  t h i s  e p i s o d e .  

E ~ i s o d e  5 - " F a t h e r  He los  t h e  Family":  I n  t h e  h o u s e  Mother  b r i n g s  
F a t h e r  ( s e t t i n g )  a  b roken  wooden c h a i r  t o  f i x  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  1 ) ;  
F a t h e r  c h a n g e s  i n t o  u o r k  c l o t h e s  and  r e p a i r s  i t  ( a t t e m p t / c o n s e q u e n c e  
1 ) ;  J a n e  b r i n g s  h e r  baby c a r r i a g e  u h e e l  f o r  r e p a i r  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  
P / r e i t e r a t i o n  o f  1 ) ;  F a t h e r  r e p a i r s  i t  ( a t t e m p t / c o n s e q u e n c e  2 ) ;  Dick  
b r i n g s  h i s  r o l l e r  s k a t e  f o r  r e p a i r  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  3 ) ;  F a t h e r  
r e p a i r s  i t  ( a t t e m p t / c o n s e q u e n c e  3 ) ;  S a l l y  b r i n g s  h e r  r i p p e d  d r e s s  f o r  
r e p a i r  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  4 / a t t e m p t ) ;  F a t h e r  r e f e r s  h e r  t o  Mother  
( r e a c t i o n / d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n ) ;  Mother  sews t h e  r i p p e d  d r e s s  
( c o n s e q u e n c e  4 / s u b r e a c t i o n  4 ) .  

Commentary: T h i s  e p i s o d e  s i g n a l s  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t u o  nen  c o n c e p t s ,  " h e l p "  

and "uork" ,  u i t h i n  a  s p e c i f i e d  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  i n  t h e  home. Again, t h e  

s t o r y  grammar c o n s i s t s  o f  a  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  a n  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  exchange ,  

b u i l d i n g  r e a d e r s '  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  s i m i l a r  ou tcomes  and p r o v i d i n g  maximal 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  key  u o r d s  and  p h r a s e s .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  

time, a  female i n i t i a t e s  t h e  e p i s o d e ,  t hough  h e r  p rob lem is  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  n o t  

of  h e r  i n g e n u i t y  o r  c o n t r o l  ( a s  i n  p r e v i o u s  and  s u b s e q u e n t  m a l e - i n i t i a t e d  

e p i s o d e s )  b u t  r a t h e r  o f  h e r  r e l i a n c e  on  F a t h e r  t o  u n d e r t a k e  r e p a i r  o f  

mechan ica l  o b j e c t s .  

J a n e ,  s t i l l  e x t r e m e l y  p a s s i v e ,  i m i t a t e s  M o t h e r ' s  r e q u e s t ,  i m p e l l i n g  

F a t h e r  u i t h  t h e  u t t e r a n c e :  "You work f o r  Mother. Can you u o r k  f o r  m e ,  t o o ? "  

A s  a  s p e e c h  a c t ,  t h i s  i s  a  d i r e c t  i n v o c a t i o n  o f  F a t h e r ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  

e x t e n d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  Mother  t o  o t h e r  f e m a l e  members o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  I t  

b e g e t s  a  p r o  fo rma  c o m p l i a n c e ,  u h i c h  i s  b o t h  t e n t a t i v e ,  s t e r n ,  and  i m p e r s o n a l  

( F a t h e r :  "He u i l l  see").  I n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t ,  D i c k ' s  r e q u e s t  i s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  



w i t h  a  c h e e r f u l  "Yes, D i c k . "  

I n  e a c h  s u c c e s s i v e  c a s e  F a t h e r ,  who f i n a l l y  h a s  s h e d  h i s  b u s i n e s s  s u i t  

f o r  c o v e r a l l s ,  c o m p l i e s .  The d i d a c t i c  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  of  s p e c i f i c  s e r v i c e  r o l e s  

i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  F a t h e r  somewhat b r u s q u e l y  l e a n i n g  down and  

t e a c h i n g  S a l l y  t h e  p r o p e r  r o l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  d o m e s t i c  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  

( F a t h e r :  "I c a n  n o t  h e l p  you. Mother  c a n  h e l p  you. " 1 .  S a l l y '  s n a i v e t e  h e r e  

emerges  a s  u n d e r s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  I n  h e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  i m i t a t e  and  r e p e a t  t h e  

model p a t t e r n  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  s c r i p t  o f  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s ,  

s h e  h a s  shown h e r  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  norms u n d e r l y i n g  and  m e d i a t i n g  

a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h a t  s c r i p t .  

A s  i f  t o  u n d e r s c o r e  h e r  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  F a t h e r ' s  v e r b a l  i n j u n c t i o n  and  

t h e  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  norm i t  i m p l i e s ,  H o t h e r  i s  d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  l o n e r  r i g h t  hand 

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  l a s t  page  s e w i n g  S a l l y ' s  d r e s s .  S h e  is s i l e n t .  T h e r e  i s  no 

c o r r e l a t i v e  v e r b a l  e x c h a n g e  be tween  h e r  and  S a l l y ,  o r  a n y  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

F a t h e r  h a s  s t a t e d  and  e n f o r c e d  t h e  r u l e s .  C l e a r l y ,  D ick  and  J a n e  h a v e  l e a r n e d  

who d o e s  what  w i t h i n  t h e  f a m i l y  u n i t  and  S a l l y ' s  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i n t o  t h a t  u n i t  

i s  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h i s  e p i s o d e .  l i t h i n  t h i s  n a r r a t i v e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  

h i e r a r c h i c a l  r o l e s  and  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e  f a m i l y ,  S a l l y  ( a n d  p e r h a p s  

t h e  r e a d e r  a s  well) is p r e s s e d  t o  mod i fy  h e r  s c h e m a t i c  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  

t y p i c a l  e v e n t s  and  p a t t e r n s  o f  a c t i o n .  

E p i s o d e  6 - " S a l l y  Makes Somethinq":  I n  t h e  home ( s e t t i n g ) ,  D ick  
d r a w s  b o a t s  and  c a r s  o n  a  large s h e e t  o f  p a p e r  w h i l e  S p o t  and  P u f f  
and  S a l l y  o b s e r v e  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t ) ;  S a l l y  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  J a n e  is 
a l s o  " w o r k i n g m ,  d r a r i n g  a  " b i g  b i g  b o a t "  ( a t t e m p t ) ;  J a n e  c o r r e c t s  
S a l l y  and  s t a t e s  t h a t  s h e  is d r a r i n g  a  h o u s e  ( c o n s e q u e n c e ) ;  S a l l y  
a s k s  w h e t h e r  Mothe; a n d  F a t h e r  a r e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  ( a t t e m p t ) ;  J a n e  
r e s p o n d s  t h a t  S a l l y ,  J a n e ,  S p o t  and  P u f f  a r e  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
( c o n s e q u e n c e ) ;  S a l l y  d r a w s  " s o m e t h i n g  y e l l o w  o n  J a n e ' s  p i c t u r e  w h i l e  
Dick  and  J a n e  o b s e r v e  and  a s k s  them t o  " g u e s s  what  i t  is" ( i n i t i a t i n g  
e v e n t ) ;  J a n e  g u e s s e s  t h a t  i t  is a  b a l l  ( a t t e m p t ) ;  S a l l y  e x p o s t u l a t e s  
t h a t  i t  is "a  b i g ,  b i g  c o o k i e  f o r  S a l l y "  ( c o n s e q u e n c e / r e s p o n s e )  . 



Commentary: The a t t e m p t / c o n s e q u e n c e  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h i s  e p i s o d e ' s  s t o r y  grammar 

m i r r o r s  S a l l y ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  w o r k / p l a y  s i t u a t i o n .  T h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  e p i s o d e ,  t h e  f i r s t  w i t h o u t  e x p l i c i t  a d u l t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o r  

i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  t a k e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m a t .  A l though  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  b e g i n s  w i t h  

t h e  u s u a l  f o c u s  o n  Dick,  i t  s o o n  becomes c l e a r  t h a t  S a l l y  is  t h e  i n i t i a t o r .  

Her r e s p o n s e s  t o  D ick  a n d  J a n e ' s  d r a w i n g s  g e n e r a t e  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n .  

The c o n t e n t  o f  e a c h  d r a w i n g  p o r t r a y s  p r o t o t y p i c a l  "boys"' and  " g i r l s " '  

i n t e r e s t s .  Dick,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  w i t h i n  t h e  

home, is c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  m e c h a n i c a l  and  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  items, w h i l e  J a n e  is 

c l e a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d o m e s t i c  matters. C u r i o u s l y ,  h e r  i d e a l  wor ld  ( i n  h e r  

d rawing)  d e p i c t s  a  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  which  e x c l u d e s  F a t h e r ,  Dick  and  Mother ,  

i m p l y i n g  h e r  r o l e  a s  s u r r o g a t e  m o t h e r  f o r  S a l l y .  T h i s  r o l e  i n  t u r n  i s  

r e f l e c t e d  by h e r  s t a t u s  a s  t e a c h e r  w i t h i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e .  

On s c h e d u l e ,  t hough ,  S a l l y  o u t m a n e u v e r s  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  g e n e r a t i n g  

t h e  o n l y  c l e a r  problem t o  b e  s o l v e d  by c h a l l e n g i n g  h e r  s i b l i n g s  t o  g u e s s  a t  

h e r  d r a r i n g .  J a n e '  s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  S a l l y '  s d r a w i n g  is  i n c o r r e c t ;  S a l l y  
L 

a g a i n  h a s  b a f f l e d  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  a l b e i t  w i t h  t h e  a b s u r d i t y  and  n o v e l t y  of  

h e r  drawing .  C l e a r l y ,  a  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f  s c h e m a t i c  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a t  Rork 

h e r e :  t h e  o n l y  o b s t a c l e  i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  p l a y  p a t t e r n  is  g e n e r a t e d  by S a l l y ' s  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  I n  a l l  t h e  s c e n e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  model o f  q u i e t  p l a y  u n a i d e d  

and  u n s t r u c t u r e d  by d i r e c t  p a r e n t a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  and  i t  i s  l e f t  t o  Dick  and  

J a n e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  and  d o m e s t i c a t e  S a l l y  i n t o  t h e i r  p l a y  p a t t e r n s ,  t h o u g h  

D i c k ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  g r a d u a l l y  d e c l i n e s  a s  t h e  s t o r y  p r o c e e d s .  U n l i k e  p r e v i o u s  

e p i s o d e s ,  t h e r e  is no  o v e r t  d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n .  Messages  r e g a r d i n g  

c h i l d r e n ' s  s t e r e o t y p e d  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  coded  i n  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s  

r h i l e  norms o f  p l a y  a r e  coded  i n  p o r t r a y e d  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  and  



r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

Dick  i s  n o t i c e a b l y  less  r a m b u n c t i o u s  i n  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  f r e e  o f  p a r e n t a l  

o b s e r v a t i o n .  Yet t h e  n o r k / p l a y  theme i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  o n s e t  w i t h  D i c k ' s  

i n i t i a t i n g  u t t e r a n c e  "see me work"; i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  D i c k ' s  v e r y  p r e s e n c e  f r a m e s  

t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t a e e n  h i s  sisters. The b o u n d a r i e s  be tween  n o r k  and  la; 

and b e t a e e n  a d u l t h o o d  and  c h i l d h o o d  h e r e  a r e  b l u r r e d  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  f o r  

d i d a c t i c  p u r p o s e s .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f i c t i o n a l  r e a l i t y  t h e y  become one  and  

t h e  same e n t i t y .  

E o i s o d e  7 - " P r e t t y ,  P r e t t y  Pu f f " :  I n  t h e  h o u s e  ( s e t t i n g ) ,  J a n e  is 
u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  S a l l y  and  s e e k s  D i c k ' s  a s s i s t a n c e  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t ) ;  
Dick  l e a d s  J a n e  i n s i d e  t o  f i n d  S a l l y  ( i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e ) ;  t h e y  f i n d  
" s o m e t h i n g  n h i  te" o n  a  c h i l d '  s c u s h i o n e d  c h a i r  ( a t t e m p t )  ; t h e y  f i n d  
s i m i l a r  m a t e r i a l  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  bed ( a t t e m p t ) ;  t h e y  d i s c o v e r  S a l l y  
u n d e r  a n o t h e r  bed w i t h  P u f f  ( c o n s e q u e n c e ) ;  S a l l y  h a s  ponde red  P u f f ,  
t h e i r  y e l l o n  c a t ,  n h i t e  and  l e f t  t r a c e s  o f  p o n d e r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
house  ( e x p l a n a t i o n ) .  

Commentary: Here Dick  and  J a n e ,  n i t h o u t  p a r e n t a l  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  a r e  c a s t  i n  t h e  

r o l e  o f  d e t e c t i v e s ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  m o n i t o r  

t h e i r  y o u n g e r  sister. J a n e ,  l i k e  n o t h e r  i n  p r e v i o u s  e p i s o d e s ,  is t h e  

i n i t i a t o r  by d e f a u l t ,  h a v i n g  r e c o g n i z e d  S a l l y ' s  a b s e n c e .  T y p i c a l l y  s h e  t u r n s .  

t o  Dick  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  and  i t  is  Dick  who s u b s e q u e n t l y  u n c o v e r s  a l l  e s s e n t i a l  

c l u e s .  Again,  t h e  h u n t i n g  o f  c l u e s  f a c i l i t a t e s  a  l e x i c a l  and  s y n t a c t i c  

r e d u n d a n c e  ("Can you g u e s s  what  i t  i s ? " ) .  The c h i l d r e n  employ a  d e d u c t i v e  

method t o  f i n d  S a l l y  r h o ,  a s  u s u a l ,  is engaged  i n  n o v e l  and  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  

p l a y .  A s  i n  E p i s o d e  6, t h e  l a c k  o f  a d u l t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  e l i m i n a t e s  t h e  need  f o r  

a n  e x p l i c t  d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n :  m e s s a g e s  r e g a r d i n g  who d o e s  n h a t ,  hon and  i n  

mhat  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  a g a i n  conveyed  b y  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  o f  a g i n c y  w i t h i n  t h e  

s t o r y  grammar. 

E ~ i s o d e  8 - " J a n e  Helm": I n  t h e  k i t c h e n  ( s e t t i n g ) ,  Dick d e c l a r e s  
t h a t  "I c a n  nork .  I c a n  h e l p  Motherw and  J a n e  a g r e e s  t h a t  s h e  c a n  



h e l p  t o o  ( p r o b l e m / i n i  t i a t i n g  e v e n t )  ; J a n e  b e g i n s  s e t t i n g  o u t  d i s h e s  
f o r  t h e  f a m i l y ,  c o u n t i n g  o u t  f o u r  p l a t e s  ( a t t e m p t ) ;  t h e  f a m i l y  s i t s  
down f o r  d i n n e r  b u t  i s  o n e  s e t t i n g  s h o r t  ( c o n s e q u e n c e ) ;  D ick  p o i n t s  
o u t  J a n e ' s  e r r o r  and  l a u g h s  a t  h e r ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  s h e  h a s  
e x c l u d e d  h e r s e l f  ( d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n ) ;  J a n e  g e t s  a  p l a t e  f o r  
h e r s e l f  ( r e a c t i o n ) .  

Commentary: T h i s  e p i s o d e  a g a i n  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  work, i n  t h i s  c a s e  

h e l p i n g  w i t h  d o m e s t i c  c h o r e s .  A l though  Dick  i n i t i a t e s ' t h e  e v e n t  w i t h  a 

s t a t e m e n t  o f  i n t e n t  t o  "work" and  " h e l p  Hother" ,  h e  d i s a p p e a r s  s h o r t l y  

t h e r e a f t e r ,  l e a v i n g  J a n e  t o  l a y  o u t  t h e  t a b l e .  A t  t h e  a c t u a l  d i n n e r  - F a t h e r  

is a g a i n  d r e s s e d  i n  a  d o u b l e  b r e a s t e d  b u s i n e s s  s u i t  and  i s  t h e  l a s t  t o  be 

s e a t e d  - J a n e ' s  f o l l y  i s  p o i n t e d  o u t  o n c e  a g a i n  by Dick ,  who l i t e r a l l y  r e m i n d s  

J a n e  t h a t  s h e  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  g roup:  "Dick  l a u g h e d  and  l aughed .  He 

s a i d ,  ' Oh J a m !  You a r e  funny.  You a r e  i n  t h i s  f a m i l y  t oo .  "' 

I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  ' n e g l e c t e d '  m i d d l e  -and f e m a l e  c h i l d  h e r e  h a s  made a  

c o g n i t i v e / s o c i a l  e r r o r ,  c o u n t i n g  f o r  a l l  members o f  t h e  f a m i l y  u n i t  b u t  

f a i l i n g  t o  i n c l u d e  h e r s e l f .  I n  h e r  r e h e a r s a l  f o r  a d u l t  f e m a l e  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  

and  s e l f - e f f a c e m e n t  s h e  h a s  l i t e r a l l y  become a  s e l f l e s s  d o m e s t i c  worker ,  

e r a d i c a t i n g  h e r  s e l f h o o d  t h r o u g h  l a b o u r .  L i k e  S a l l y ,  s h e  r e f e r s  t o  h e r s e l f  i n  
L 

t h e  t h i r d  p e r s o n  ( J a n e :  "I m i l l  g e t  o n e  f o r  J a n e  too" )  a  d i s c u r s i v e  h a b i t  

n e v e r  employed by m a t u r e  e g o - i d e n t i t i e s  l i k e  F a t h e r  and  Dick. 

S u i t a b l y  amused, J a n e  r e c t i f i e s  t h e  e r r o r .  J a n e  is  b e i n g  s o c i a l i z e d  i n t o  

a  s u b o r d i n a t e  d o m e s t i c  r o l e  and  a g a i n  Dick  is t h e  o n e  t o  i n i t i a t e ,  m e d i a t e  and  

a d j u d i c a t e  t h e  e n t i r e  a f f a i r .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  h e l p i n g  and  miming 

a d u l t s  i s  r e i t e r a t e d ,  p a r e n t s  a r e  s e e n  b u t  n o t  hea rd :  i t  is l e f t  t o  Dick  t o  

i n d i c a t e  t h e  e r r o r  o f  h i s  y o u n g e r  sister's mays, h e r e  a s s u m i n g  F a t h e r ' s  r o l e  

and  r e a s s u r i n g  J a n e  o f  h e r  s o c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  ( a s  d o m e s t i c  h e l p e r ) .  

E ~ i s o d e  9 - " A  Funny Ride": The f a m i l y  is r i d i n g  i n  t h e  c a r  ( a  g r a y  
f o u r  d o o r  s e d a n )  t h r o u g h  t h e  g e n e r i c  community ( s e t t i n g ) ;  F a t h e r  
d e c l a r e s  t h a t  " h e  u a n t s  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  t h e  c a r "  and  p u l l s  u p  t o  a  



s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t ) ;  S a l l y  r e q u e s t s  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  ( a t t e m p t ) ,  b u t  F a t h e r  b i d s  h e r  w a i t  and  s e e  
( c o n s e q u e n c e ) ;  a  u n i f o r m e d  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  a t t e n d a n t ,  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  
F a t h e r ,  p u t s  t h e  c a r  on  a  h o i s t  w h i l e  t h e  f a m i l y  o b s e r v e s  ( i n i t i a t i n g  
e v e n t  2 ) ;  S p o t  and  P u f f  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  c a r  and  Tim, S a l l y ' s  t e d d y  
b e a r ,  sits on t h e  r u n n i n g  b o a r d  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  3 )  ; w h i l e  Dick  
o b s e r v e s  t h e  a t t e n d a n t  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h e  r e p a i r ,  S a l l y  p l e a d s  m i  t h  
F a t h e r  t o  r e s c u e  t h e  a n i m a l s  ( a t t e m p t ) ;  w i t h  D ick  n a r r a t i n g ,  t h e  c a r  
is l o w e r e d  and  S a l l y  r e s c u e s  h e r  t e d d y  b e a r  ( c o n s e q u e n c e ) ;  t h e  f a m i l y  
r e b o a r d s  t h e  c a r  and  f a t h e r  d e c l a r e s  i t  r e p a i r e d  ( r e a c t i o n ) ;  t h e  
f a m i l y  d r i v e s  "away". 

Commentary: F a t h e r  i s  c l e a r l y  m a s t e r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  t e c h n o l o g y  - and  o n  t h i s  

weekend r i d e ,  h e  is  c a p t a i n ,  g a r b e d  i n  brown b u s i n e s s  s u i t  and  h a t .  Dick  and  . 
S p o t  r i d e  i n  t h e  f r o n t  w i t h  F a t h e r ;  Mother  a t t e n d s  t o  t h e  c a t ,  s t u f f e d  a n i m a l s  

and two f e m a l e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  back  s e a t .  S a l l y ' s  p rob lem is  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  

r e s u l t  o f  h a v i n g  d r o p p e d  h e r  t e d d y  b e a r  on  t h e  r u n n i n g  boa rd .  

R e g a r d i n g  F a t h e r ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  h i s  p r o b l e m s / c o n f l i c t s  seem t o  emerge  

from t h r e e  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e s :  c h i l d r e n ,  f e m a l e s  and  t e c h n o l o g y .  Throughou t ,  

Mother  and  J a n e  a r e  o m i t t e d  a n d  t h e  f o c u s  is o n  S a l l y ' s  d e s p a i r .  D ick  r e m a i n s  

t h o r o u g h l y  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  mechan ic  and  t h e  mach ine ry  

i n v o l v e d .  Again  f o l l o w i n g  F a t h e r ' s  l e a d ,  D ick  a c t s  a s  a  s u r r o g a t e  f o r  h i s  

F a t h e r ,  n a r r a t i n g  t h e  l o w e r i n g  o f  t h e  c a r  and  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  f o r  b o t h ,  

S a l l y  and  S p o t  ( e. g. , "Look S a l l y !  S e e  t h e  c a r  coming down"). 

The f i n a l  s c e n e  r e t u r n s  F a t h e r  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  

o f  t h i s  e p i s o d e  is  t h e  r o l e  e x c h a n g e  which  F a t h e r  and  Dick  undergo .  Both  a r e  

c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  male r o l e s  o f  ( a )  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  r e p a i r  p r o c e d u r e  and ,  

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  (b) a l l a y i n g  t h e  a n x i e t i e s  o f  S a l l y .  A t  t h i s  s t a g e  i n  h i s  

deve lopmen t  D ick  is a s p i r i n g  t o  F a t h e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  

Summary Comments: T h e s e  i n i t i a l  n i n e  s t o r i e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

two t o  t h r e e  weeks o f  b a s i c  r e a d i n g  and  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  i n s t r u c t i o n .  A s  s u c h ,  

t h e y  p r o v i d e d  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r s  and  s e t t i n g ,  and  a  



l i n g u i s t i c  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  s u b s e q u e n t  s t o r i e s  and  t e x t b o o k s .  S u b s e q u e n t  

s e c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  p r i m e r  p r e s e n t  a  t r i p  t o  Grandmothe r  and  G r a n d f a t h e r ' s  

fa rm,  a n i m a l  and  p e t  s t o r i e s ,  and  p l a y  n i t h  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .  Reade r s ,  w i t h  

Dick and  J a n e ,  a r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  a  r a n g e  o f  f a m i l y  r i t u a l s :  t h e  f a m i l y  meal ,  

h o u s e h o l d  l a b o u r ,  t h e  Sunday d r i v e ,  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  c o u n t & ,  t h e  b i r t h d a y  p a r t y  

and s o  f o r t h .  

A c o h e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t n e e n  o v e r t  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  and s t o r y  

grammar emerges .  Each n a r r a t i v e  c o n v e y s  a n  o b v i o u s  mora l  l e s s o n .  But  e a c h  

i s  a l s o  d i d a c t i c  i n  a  more s u b t l e  manner: f u n d a m e n t a l  p a t t e r n s  a r e  r e p e a t e d  

b o t h  n i t h i n  and  b e t n e e n  s t o r i e s ,  m o d e l l i n g  and  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t y p i c a l  b e h a v i o r s ,  

t u r n s  o f  e v e n t s ,  and  s e q u e n c e s  o f  a c t i o n .  A i t h  t h e  r e l a t e d  employment  o f  

c h a r a c t e r s  t o  r e s t a t e  t h e  o b v i o u s  i n  d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  t e x t  l i t e r a l l y  

i n t e r p r e t s  i t s e l f  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  r e a d e r ,  h o l d i n g  its i n t e r p r e t i v e  u p t a k e  i n  

l i n e  w i t h  i ts  d i d a c t i c  i n t e n t  and  t h e r e b y  m i l i t a t i n g  a g a i n s t  a n y  a b e r r a n t  

r e a d i n g s .  T y p i c a l l y ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  i n t e r p r e t s  h i s / h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  and  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e  c h a i n  of  e v e n t s  t h r o u g h  a n  u t t e r a n c e  f o r  t h e  ( m o r a l )  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  

o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c h i l d  r e a d e r s .  . 
To i l l u s t r a t e :  J a n e  r e c e i v e s  t h r e e  baby d o l l s  f rom Mother  and  F a t h e r ,  

Grandmother  and  G r a n d f a t h e r .  T h i s  s t o r y ,  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r s ,  r e l i e s  on  t h e  

c o n c e i t  o f  r e p e a t e d  a c t i o n :  first Dick  and  t h e n  S a l l y  s e c r e t l y  communica te  t o  

f a m i l y  e l d e r s  what  J a n e  n a n t s  f o r  h e r  b i r t h d a y .  Her' " r e a c t i o n n  w i t h i n  t h e  

s t o r y  grammar i s  a s  f o l l o n s :  

"Oh my! " l a u g h e d  J a n e .  
" T h r e e  new d o l l s ! .  
T h r e e  baby d o l l s !  
I l i k e  baby d o l l s .  
I wanted  o n e  f o r  my b i r t h d a y .  
Non I h a v e  t h r e e .  
Non I h a v e  a  b i g  d o l l  f a m i l y .  
Thank you, t h a n k  you, t h a n k  you. 



T h i s  is a  happy,  happy b i r t h d a y .  " 
( G r a y  and  A r b u t h n o t ,  p. 133 )  

I n  t h e  r e a c t i o n  component ,  J a n e  h e r e  s i g n a l s  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  h e r  a s s e s s m e n t  of 

t h e  c h a i n  o f  e v e n t s .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n ,  s h e  i n d i c a t e s  

t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e  ( b o t h  t h e  a s s e m b l e d  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  s t o r y  and  a s s e m b l e d  s t u d e n t  

r e a d e r s )  how t h e y  a r e  t o  r e a c t  and  hou t h e y  a r e  t d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  s t o r y  ( " I  

l i k e  baby d o l l s .  . . . T h i s  i s  a  happy,  happy b i r t h d a y " ) .  T h e r e  is, moreover ,  a  

c o n c o m i t a n t  p r e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  norms f o r  s u b s e q u e n t *  s p e e c h  s i t u a t i o n s  

( e .  g . ,  "Thank you, t h a n k  you, t h a n k  you") .  H i t h  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

c h a r a c t o r i a l  p a r a p h r a s e  a n d ' r e i t e r a t i o n  c o n c l u d i n g  e a c h  s t o r y ,  t h e  r e a d e r  is 

i n v i t e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  u i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  t o  i n t e r p r e t  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s  do, and  t o  m i m e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ' s  v e r b a l  g r a c e s .  

R a r e l y  b u t  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  t h e  h e l p  o f  a n  o m n i s c i e n t  n a r r a t o r  i s  r e q u i r e d .  

F o r  example ,  S a l l y ' s  v e n t u r e  o n t o  t h e  b u s  c o n c l u d e s  u i t h  " S a l l y  was happy.  She  

s a i d ,  ' Look a t  me. I am a  b i g ,  b i g  g i r l .  I c a n  r i d e  u p  h e r e ,  "' ( p .  1 3 9 ) .  

Here, by d e s c r i b i n g  S a l l y ' s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e ,  t h e  n a r r a t o r  c o l l a b o r a t e s  

w i t h  S a l l y  t o  p r o v i d e  a  f u l l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e s s o n  t o  b e  e x t r a c t e d  f rom 

t h e  t e x t .  So  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e  r e a d e r  m i s s e d  t h e  a u t h o r s '  p r e f e r r e d  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  i t  is r e s t a t e d  e x p l i c i t l y  by t h e  c h a r a c t e r .  T h i s  

e f f e c t  o f  l e a d i n g  ( a n d  t h e r e b y  c o n s t r a i n i n g )  t h e  c h i l d  r e a d e r  i s  a l s o  enhanced  

t h r o u g h o u t  by t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e  c a s e  by t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  ( e . g . ,  S a l l y :  

(You) "Look a t  me! "1 .  

The i d e o l o g i c a l  d i d a c t i c i s m  o f  t h e  e p i s o d e s  i n  Fun w i t h  Dick  and  J a n e ,  

t h e n ,  is a c h i e v e d  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  l i t e r a l  l e s s o n s  s t a t e d  by c h a r a c t e r s ,  

t h r o u g h  v e r b a l  m o d e l l i n g ,  and  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  s t o r y  grammar i t s e l f ,  u h i c h  

i n s t a n t i a t e s  p a t t e r n s  o f  a c t i o n  and  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  A s  s h o u n  i n  E p i s o d e  3,  

"Guess", t h e  l e s s o n s  y i e l d e d  o n  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  n h i l e  c o m p l e m e n t a r ~ ,  



need  n o t  be i d e n t i c a l :  t h e r e  t h e  o v e r t  l e s s o n  c o n c e r n s  g i f t - g i v i n g  and  se l f -  

c e n t e r e d  b e h a v i o r ,  t h e  c o v e r t  l e s s o n  f i x e s  f a t h e r / d a u g h t e r  s o c i a l  r o l e s  and  

r e l a t i o n s .  

A s  s t a t e d  by t h e  t i t l e ,  t h e  u n i f y i n g  theme is  " f u n  and  p l a y " ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  

i n  v a r i o u s  t y p i c a l  s e t t i n g s  and  l o c a l e s .  But  t h i s  is a  k i d d  o f  p l a y  t h a t  g o e s  

i n t o  t h e  making o f  " e f f i c i e n t "  c i t i z e n s ,  f o r  b e n e a t h  t h e  v e i l  o f  p l a y  is  t h e  

r e h e a r s a l  o f  a d u l t  s o c i a l  r o l e s  and  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  S a l l y '  s p r e d i c t a b l e  n i t  - 

h e r  c r e a t i v e  r u l e - b r e a k i n g  - is a t t r i b u t e d  t o  n a i v e t e ,  and  c o n s e q u e n t l y  h e r  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  f a m i l y  u n i t  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  s h e  b e  d o m e s t i c a t e d .  T h i s  

i d e o l o g i c a l  t heme  c o r r e l a t e s  R i t h  t h e  Deney ian  and  t l e a d i a n  maxim t h a t  p l a y  i s  

n o t  R i t h o u t  p e d a g o g i c a l  merit and  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n ,  d e v e l o p  and  grow 

t h r o u g h  c r e a t i v e  p l a y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r o u g h  f o r m a l  d i s c i p l i n e ,  d i d a c t i c  

i n s t r u c t i o n  and  h a r d  nork .  

I n  t h i s  manner, t h e  l e s s o n s  o f  Dick  and  J a n e ' s  u n i v e r s e  s t a n d  c e n t r a l l y  

n i t h i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l a r  g o a l s  o f  " p r o g r e s s i v e  a d a p t a t i o n "  t o  s o c i a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  and  o f  c r e a t i v e  deve lopmen t ,  t h e  v e r y  e s s e n c e  o f  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  
L 

r e s t a t e d  i n  D e p a r t m e n t a l  c u r r i c u l u m  g u i d e s  ( B r i t i s h  Columbia  Depa r tmen t  of  

E d u c a t i o n ,  1947,  1954)  n h i c h  s o  r a n k l e d  p o s t n a r  c l a s s i c i s t s  ( e. g. , Neatby,  

1953,  pp. 132-54) .  The k i n d s  o f  p l a y  p o r t r a y e d  - p l a y i n g  house ,  p l a y i n g  

s c h o o l ,  "Simon s a y s " ,  h i d e  and  s e e k ,  g u e s s i n g  games, and  c o o k i n g  - a r e  n o t  

g r a t u i t o u s  b u t  r a t h e r  d i r e c t  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  m a t u r e  s o c i a l  l i f e .  Hence, 

" a d a p t a t i o n "  is s e l e c t i v e ,  a  k i n d  o f  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  h i g h 1  y  c o n v e n t i o n a l i z e d  

a u t h o r i t y  and  g e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  n i t h i n  t h e  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e :  t h e  t e x t  

d i s p l a y s  p a r a l l e l  b u t  a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  p a t h s  t o  s o c i a l  deve lopmen t  

f o r  ma le  and  f e m a l e  c h i l d r e n .  Yet d o  Dick,  J a n e ,  S a l l y ,  and  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  

model a u t h e n t i c  deve lopmen t ,  c h a n g e  and g r o w t h  t h r o u g h o u t ?  



The answer  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  l i e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r - n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  

t ex tbooks .  Throughout t h e  b a s a l  s e r i e s ,  t h e  g r o u p s  of s e v e n  t o  n i n e  s t o r i e s  

a r e  i n  f a c t  autonomous e p i s o d e s  s t r u n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  s i m i l a r  s e t t i n g s  wi th  

r e c u r r i n g  c h a r a c t e r s ,  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  c l o s e d  u n i v e r s e  of d i s c u r s i v e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and p o s s i b l e  a c t i o n s .  Hhat c o u n t s  a s  a  

l e g i t i m a t e  s o c i a l  o r  l i n g u i s t i c  a c t i o n  n i t h i n  t h e s e  s t o r y  grammars t e n d s  t o  

f a l l  i n t o  i d e n t i f i a b l e  p a t t e r n s  r e p e a t e d  even n i t h i n  t h e  narrow c o n f i n e s  of 

t h e  n i n e  e s p i s o d e s  sampled: ma les  i n i t i a t e  a c t i o n ,  f e m a l e s  r espond  and 

observe;  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  i n n o v a t e  and e x p e r i m e n t  b u t  a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  i n i t i a t e d  

i n t o  a  s c r i p t  of  c o n v e n t i o n a l i z e d  r o l e s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s .  There  remain p o i n t s  

of t h i n l y  c o n c e a l e d  d i s a g r e e m e n t  and o v e r t  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  p lay ,  and a t  times 

Dick' s c o n d e s c e n s i o n  t o  S a l l y  and J a n e  v e r g e s  on becoming g l o a t i n g  and 

h o s t i l e  b u t  w i t h i n  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  o v e r t  c o n f l i c t  i s  n e v e r  p o r t r a y e d .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i n t e r - n a r r a t i v e  c o h e s i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  of 

t h e  same c h a r a c t e r s  a c r o s s  e s p i s o d e s  and t h r o u g h  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  of  s i n g u l a r  

a t t e m p t  --> consequence --> r e a c t i o n  p a t t e r n s ,  S t o r i e s  have a  h i g h  r a t e  of 
C 

l e x i c a l  cohes ion :  t h e  l i m i t e d  v o c a b u l a r l y  i s  r e p e a t e d  t h r o u g h  and a c r o s s  

s t o r i e s ,  e a c h  new s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  on v o c a b u l a r y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  p r e v i o u s  s t o r i e s  

and t e x t b o o k s  ( S e e  S e c t i o n  3. 1 . ) .  S e t t i n g s  a l s o  a r e  s u s t a i n e d :  s e v e r a l  

s u c c e s s i v e  s t o r i e s  b e g i n  i n  t h e  house,  a t  G r a n d f a t h e r ' s  farm, i n  t h e  l a r g e r  

communi t y. 

However, n a r r a t i v e  c a t a p h o r i c  and a n a p h o r i c  r e f e r e n c e s  a r e  a l t o g e t h e r  

a b s e n t  and t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e r i e s ,  p r e v i o u s  a c t i o n s  and e v e n t s  a r e  n o t  r e f e r r e d  

to, f u t u r e  e v e n t s  and e p i s o d e s  a r e  n o t  foreshadowed. Each ep i sode ,  then ,  

e s s e n t i a l l y  o p e r a t e s  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  ( t h o u g h  r e d u n d a n t )  s t o r y  grammar, a s  a  

s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  u n i t  w i t h  no s t a t e d  r e l a t i o n  t o  p r e v i o u s  o r  s u b s e q u e n t  



e p i s o d e s .  B a s i c  m a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  r e p e a t e d  a g a i n  and a g a i n ,  

b u t  w i t h o u t  a n y  e x ~ l i c i t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  e a c h  o t h e r .  C o n s i d e r  t h a t  n e i t h e r  Dick 

n o r  J a n e  would e v e r  s a y  " t h i s  r e m i n d s  me of  y e s t e r d a y ! "  O b v i o u s l y  t h i s  s e r v e s  

p e d a g o g i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  e n a b l i n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  a  s e p a r a t e  s t o r y  i n  a  d i s t i n c t ,  

b o u n d a r i e d  l e s s o n  t o  b e  c o v e r e d  w i t h i n  a  20-40 m i n u t e  time span .  But t h e r e  i s  

more t o  i t  t h a n  t h i s :  t h e  " f a m i l i a r i t y "  s o u g h t  by Gray and  A r b u t h n o t  i s  

a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  s t o r y  grammar o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s e n t e n c e - l e v e l  

s y n t a x  and v o c a b u l a r y ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  a n y  c o p e r e n t  n a r r a t i v e  

c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e s .  

T h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  t e x t  s t r u c t u r e  aua series o f  

u n r e l a t e d  b u t  s i m i l a r  e p i s o d e s  i n  terms o f  c h a r a c t e r  deve lopmen t ,  t h e m a t i c  

c o n t i n u i t y  and  n a r r a t i v e  t e m p o r a l i t y .  Each s t o r y  t a k e s  up  i n  " v i r t u a l  

b e g i n n i n g "  ( Eco, 1979,  p. 11 7 )  , and  c o n c l u d e s  w i  t h  c o m p l e t e  n a r r a t i v e  

r e s o l u t i o n  and  c l o s u r e .  I n  e a c h ,  t h e  s e t t i n g  is  e s t a b l i s h e d  p i c t o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  

t h e  i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  o c c u r s ,  a  f  a m i l i a r  and  r e c o g n i z a b l e  s e q u e n c e  o f  ' c a u s e d '  

e v e n t s  e n s u e s  t o w a r d s  a  r e s o l u t i o n ,  and  a  ' l e s s o n ' ,  i n  c a s e  t h e  r e a d e r  h a s  . 
missed  it, is p a r a p h r a s e d  i n  a  c h a r a c t e r ' s  d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n .  The 

anonymity  o f  p l a c e  is matched  by a  s i m i l a r  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  time: t h e  p a s s a g e  

of time b e t n e e n  e p i s o d e s  seems n o n - e x i s t e n t .  D a t e s  and  times, s e a s o n a l  c h a n g e  

a r e  o m i t t e d  a l t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  p u t a t i v ' e  c r o s s - c o n t e x t u a l i t y  and  u n i v e r s a l i t y  

f u r t h e r m o r e  is  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h r o u g h  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n :  n i t h o u t  time, c h a r a c t e r s  

c a n n o t  d e v e l o p  and  c h a n g e  e i t h e r  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  o r  i n c r e m e n t a l l y .  The t e x t  

p r o v i d e s  no  e v i d e n c e  t h a t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Baby S a l l y  b r i n g s  what  s h e  h a s  . 

l e a r n e d  f rom a  p r e v i o u s  e p i s o d e  t o  a  nen one ,  o r  t h a t  J a n e  b e a r s  a  g r u d g e  o v e r  

b e i n g  r e p e a t e d l y  i g n o r e d  o r  domina t ed .  T h e s e  e p i s o d e s ,  t h e n ,  h i d e  t h e i r  

t e m p o r a l i t y  and  s p a t i a l  l o c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  autonomy f rom e a c h  o t h e r .  



I n  a l l ,  t h e n ,  t h e  s t o r y  grammars i n  t h e s e  s e l e c t e d  n a r r a t i v e s  a r e  s i m p l e ,  

l i n e a r ,  h i g h l y  r e d u n d a n t  and  r e p e t i t i o u s .  As n o t e d ,  i t  i s  t h e  r e p e t i t i o n  

w i t h i n  and  be tween  s t o r y  grammars of  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and  a c t i o n s  - 

r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t h r o u g h  r e f e r e n c e  o f  t e m p o r a l ,  s p a t i a l  o r  human 

r e l a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  e p i s o d e s  - which  u n i f i e s  t h e  t e x t .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  d i d a c t i c  

p r i m i n g  of  p a r t i c u l a r  p a t t e r n s  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  p a r a l l e l e d  by a  h i g h  

d e g r e e  o f  l e x i c a l  and  s y n t a c t i c a l  r e p e t i t i o n .  The s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  of  l e x i c a l  

c o n t e n t ,  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of  p i c t o r i a l  c u e s  t h r o u g h o u t ,  s h a p e d  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d  o f  u n i v e r s e :  a  s y n t h e t i c  c u l t u r e  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  t a l k .  

3. 1 .  The f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y  o f  Dick  and  J a n e  

The a n a l y s i s  o f  s e l e c t e d  s t o r y  grammars f r o m  t h e  C u r r i c u l u m  F o u n d a t i o n  

R e a d e r s  e n a b l e d  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t y p i c a l  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  i n  terms o f  

b o t h  t h e  o v e r t  l e s s o n s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  t e x t s ,  and  i n  terms of  t h e  a c t i o n s  and  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  d i s c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e .  Yet t h e  t o t a l  

f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y  o f  ~ i c k  and  J a n e ' s  f u r t h e r  community is e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  

o t h e r  l i t e r a r y  means a s  well: s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h r o u g h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  t h e  

m i c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  t h e  n o r d  and  s e n t e n c e ,  and  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  

u s e  o f  p i c t o r i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  " c o n t e n t  s egmen t s "  

n h i a h  a r e  " a r t i c u l a t e d  i n  l a r g e r  s e q u e n c e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i n f e r e n t i a l  l i n k s "  

( E c o ,  1980,  p. 2911, e n a b l e s  t h e  d e t a i l i n g  o f  t h e  f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y  i n  

q u e s t i o n .  By " c o n t e n t  s egmen t s " ,  Eco refers  t o  t h e  e l e m e n t s  n h i c h  t o g e t h e r  

c o n s t i t u t e  what  Van D i j k  ( 1 9 7 7 )  c a l l e d  a  c o n t e n t  " f rame" .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  

c a t e g o r i z e s  words  and  mean ings  and  n o t e s  l i t e r a r y  s t y l i s t i c s  i n  o r d e r  t o  

i n d i c a t e  how t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t  r e p r e s e n t s  a p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  

f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y .  



A s  n o t e d  i n  C h a p t e r  2, Gray and  A r b u t h n o t  r a n t e d  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  i n p u t  of 

new l e x i s ,  a i m i n g  t o  e a s e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t r a n s i t i o n  f rom o r a l  t o  t e x t u a l  

l i n g u i s t i c  competence .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  l e x i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t e x t  

r e f l e c t e d  a  h i g h  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  key  words. Fun w i t h  D ick  and  J a n e  was b u i l t  

upon a  c o r e  " p r e - p r i m e r  v o c a b u l a r y "  o f  66 words  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  He Look and  

a, He Hork and  P l a y ,  and  Re Come and  Go. To t h i s  b a s i c  v o c a b u l a r y ,  t h e  

g r a d e  one  t e x t  added  99 new words. To i l l u s t r a t e :  i n  E p i s o d e  1  ( " S e e  i t  Go") 

8 4  words  a r e  used .  The words  " s e e " ,  "it", "go" and  "up" a r e  r e p e a t e d  6 t o  8  

t i m e s  each .  A s  new words a r e  i n t r o d u c e d ,  t h e y  t o o  a r e  r e p e a t e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  

word a t t a c k  s k i l l s  and  s i g h t  v o c a b u l a r y .  A s c a n  o f  t h i s  8 4  word s t r u c t u r e  

a l s o  h i g h l i g h t s  how t h e  t e x t  e s t a b l i s h e s  n a r r a t i v e  a c t i o n :  66 words  ( . 7 9 )  o f  

t h e  t e x t  c o n s i s t  o f  d i r e c e  s p e e c h  by c h a r a c t e r g .  The r e m a i n i n g  1 8  words ( . 2 1 )  

a r e  d e v o t e d  t o  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  d i a l o g u e ,  m a i n l y  r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  v e r b  " s a i d "  

(e .  g . ,  "D ick  s a i d . .  . ", " J a n e  s a i d . .  . "1. 

H e r e i n  is  t h e  key  t o  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  t h i s  

e a r l y  r e a d e r .  The t e x t  a s  a  whole  c o n s i s t s  o f  . 6 0  d i r e c t  s p e e c h  and  

a t t r i b u t i o n ;  i n  t h e  s e q u e n c e  o f  n i n e  e p i s o d e s  examined  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  L 

s e c t i o n ,  t h i s  l e v e l  is o v e r  . 90. I t  i s  n o t  u n t i l  well i n t o  t h e  t e x t b o o k ,  i n  . 

e p i s o d e  9, t h a t  t h e  n a r r a t o r  i n t e r j e c t s  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s :  "Up, up  went  

t h e  c a r "  and  " F a t h e r  went  t o  t h e  c a r "  ( p .  4 4 ) .  T h i s  minimal  n a r r a t o r i a l  

i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  when n o t  f u n c t i o n i n g  t o  mark d i r e c t  s p e e c h ,  i s  a l m o s t  

e x c l u s i v e l y  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  ( e x t r e m e l y  l i t e r a l  and  d e n o t a t i v e )  p r o v i s i o n  of  

f u r t h e r  v i s u a l  d a t a  t o  augment  p i c t o r i a l  c u e s  ( e . g , ,  "Away r e n t  t h e  pony") .  

Hhere  t h e  s e r i a l  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n n o t  be u n d e r t a k e n  t h r o u g h  

p i c t u r e s  o r  d i a l o g u e ,  however,  t h e  n a r r a t o r ' s  r o l e  mus t  expand.  I n  t h r e e  

a n i m a l  s t o r i e s  which  f o l l o w  t h e  human- l ike  a d v e n t u r e s  o f  S p o t ,  P u f f ,  "Baby 



Quack" and o t h e r  a n i m a l s ,  t h e  n a r r a t o r  p r o v i d e s  a  t h i r d  p e r s o n  r e c o u n t i n g  of  

e v e n t s ,  augmented by t h e  s p e e c h  of  i n t e r v e n i n g  human c h a r a c t e r s .  U n l i k e  many 

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  i n  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e s e  s t o r i e s '  a n i m a l  c h a r a c t e r s  

a r e  n o t  a f f o r d e d  human v o i c e s ,  r e m a i n i n g  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  "men, men" and o t h e r  

onomatopoe ic  e x p r e s s i o n s .  . 

I n  t h e  l a r g e r  t e x t ,  o n l y  t w i c e  d o e s  t h e  n a r r a t o r  d e s c r i b e  n h a t  e v e n  

v a g u e l y  r e s e m b l e s  a n  i n n e r  m e n t a l  s t a t e :  " S a l l y  n a s  happy" and "Dick  wanted t o  

t a l k  t o  Grandma". I n  t h e  l a t t e r  i n s t a n c e ,  D i c k ' s  m o t i v a t i o n ,  o r  c o g n i t i o n  i s  

d e s c r i b e d ,  i n s o f a r  a s  a  " n a n t "  c o u l d  be  s a i d  t o  r e f l e c t  a  c o g n i t i v e  s t a t e .  

F o r  t h e  most  p a r t  however t h e  n a r r a t i v e  manages t o  o p e r a t e  n i t h o u t  t h i r d -  

p e r s o n  o b s e r v a t i o n :  " s a i d "  and  " l aughed"  a r e  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  d e v i c e s  f o r  

a t t r i b u t i n g  u t t e r a n c e s  t o  s p e a k e r s .  Hence r e a d e r d  a re  l e f t  t o  a s c e r t a i n  

i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e s  n i t h i n  t h e  s t o r y  grammar a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  t h r o u g h  

c h a r a c t e r s '  u t t e r a n c e s  and p i c t u r e d  a c t i o n s .  

Hhat t h e n  p r o v i d e s  c o n t e x t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a f f e c t ,  s e t t i n g ,  and  

s p a t i a l / t e m p o r a l  r e l a t i o n s ?  Hon d o e s  t h e  t e x t  manage t o  b u i l d  a  f i c t i t i o u s  

r e a l i t y  w i t h o u t  a  t o t a l  r e d u c t i o n  t o  a  s e t  o f  r e d u n d a n t  e x c h a n g e s  b e t n e e n  ,8 

p r e d i c t a b l e  s p e a k e r s ?  The key  l i e s  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e s ,  which p r o v i d e  a n  

i d e n t i f i a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  s p e a k e r s  t o  g e s t u r e  and  i n t e r a c t  n i t h i n .  

F o l l o n i n g  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  nisdom t h a t  p i c t u r e  books  c a n  s e r v e  t o  p r o v i d e  

c o n t e x t  c l u e s  f o r  t h e  making s e n s e  o f  t e x t ,  t h e  e p i s o d e s  a r e  conveyed i n  a  

c o h e s i v e  a d m i x t u r e  o f  c o l o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and  t e x t .  The t e x t  s e m a n t i c s  i n  t h e  

Dick and J a n e  series r e l y  h e a v i l y  on  t h e  t e m p o r a l ,  s p a t i a l  and i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  

c o n t e x t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e s e  p i c t u r e s ,  n i t h o u t  which i t  would be d i f f i c u l t ,  if 

n o t  i m p o s s i b l e ,  t o  comprehend t h e  n a r r a t i v e .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  and 

5 0 s  v e r s i o n  a? t h e  C u r r i c u l u m  F o u n d a t i o n  series d i f f e r s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  f rom t h e  



e a r l i e r  Elson-Gray t e x t s  of t h e  i n t e r n a r  y e a r s .  Tex t  w i t h  p i c t u r e s  of 

t h i r t e e n  c o l o r s  a p p e a r s  on e v e r y  page and, u n l i k e  e a r l i e r  b a s a l s ,  t h e r e  a r e  

n e i t h e r  s e q u e n c e s  of i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  t e x t  n o r  i s  t h e r e  t e x t  w i t h o u t  

p i c t u r e s .  

T h i s  s y s t e m  of t e x t  s e m a n t i c s ,  c o n t i n g e n t  on t h e  t o t a l  g r a p h i c  and 

l i n g u i s t i c  c o m p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  t e x t b o o k  QI& s i g n  sys tem,  n a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  

a s p e c t  of t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of b a s a l  s e r i e s .  H h i l e  t h e  Elson-Gray t e x t b o o k s  o f t e n  

used c a r t o o n - l i k e  c o l o r f u l  b o r d e r s ,  t h e  p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  Dick and Jane r e a d e r s  

a r e  n i t h o u t  b o r d e r s  ( S e e  Appendix A ) .  Consequent ly ,  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  s e r i e s  t h e  

environment  - t h e  suburban  community, t h e  farm, t h e  backyard,  t h e  s c h o o l  ya rd  

- is  l e s s  c l a u s t r o p h o b i c ,  convey ing  a  s e n s e  of l i m i t l e s s  space .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  

D i c k ' s  t o y  p l a n e  a p p e a r s  t o  be f l y i n g  o f f  t h e  page a l t o g e t h e r ;  t r e e s  and l a k e s  

e x t e n d  o f f  t h e  page; c a r s  and s h o p s  e x t e n d  beyond t h e  page; c e i l i n g s  a r e  

i m p l i e d  b u t  n e v e r  drann;  and, n o t a b l y ,  path$,  s t a i r c a s e s  and p laygrounds  l e a d  

o f f  t h e  page. The sum t o t a l  of t h i s  e f f e c t  - n h i c h  is  n o t i c e a b l e  o n l y  by 

c o n t r a s t  t o  e a r l i e r  r e a d e r s  - is a  s u b l i m i n a l l y  i m p l i e d  openness  of t h e  

environment ,  and hence, of  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  movements and a c t i o n s .  Dick and 

J a n e ' s  u n i v e r s e  t h u s  i s  one  of  v i r t u a l  b u t  n o t  a c t u a l  movement and space .  

The ' o p e n n e s s '  i m p l i e d  by t h e  t e x t ' s  p i c t u r e s ,  honever ,  is c o n n o t a t i v e  

r a t h e r  t h a n  d e n o t a t i v e .  P a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  t h e  ' o u t s i d e '  , t h e  p i c t o r i a l l y  i m p l i e d  

world beyond t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of  t h e  t h e  p r i n t e d  page, r emains  merely  impl ied :  

n e i t h e r  r e a l  p l a c e s ,  n o r  s e t t i n g s  a r e  t e x t u a l l y  ( v e r b a l l y )  r e f e r r e d  t o .  Hhat 

one s e e s  ( a n d  h e a r s )  is n h a t  one g e t s .  H i t h i n  t h i s  t e x t u a l l y  b r a c k e t e d  

u n i v e r s e ,  a l l  s p e c i f i c  l o c a l e s  a r e  g e n e r i c ;  t h a t  is, s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n s ,  

s c h o o l s ,  farms,  s t r e e t s ,  and z o o s  a r e  n o t  commerc ia l ly  i d e n t i f i e d  o r  l a b e l l e d .  

Whether t h i s  p o r t r a y a l  of  a n  unbounded y e t  anonymous u n i v e r s e  i s  f u l f i l l e d  i n  



t h e  r a n g e  o f  human a c t i o n s  and  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  is, h o r e v e r ,  

a n o t h e r  m a t t e r .  

These  n a r r a t i v e s  t h u s  r e l y  on  g r a p h i c  c u e s  s i m i l a r  t o  comic  books: i t  i s  

t h r o u g h  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  t h i s  u n i v e r s e  becomes f u l l y  i n h a b i t e d  and  an ima ted .  

P i c t u r e d  b u t  n o t  named is  a n  e n t i r e  a r r a y  o f  i n a n i m a t e  o b j e c t s  ( e. g. , 

t e l e p h o n e ,  books,  newspaper ,  p i c t u r e  book, s andbox ,  v a r i o u s  t o y s ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  

g a s  pumps and  g a r a g e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n ,  bus ,  v a r i o u s  s h o p  f a c a d e s ,  

ba rn ,  s c h o o l )  and  human s u b j e c t s  ( e. g . ,  t h e  u n i f o r m e d  b u s  d r i v e r ,  a  

middle-aged  roman on  t h e  bus ,  t h e  un i fo rmed  s e r v i c e  d t a t i o n  a t t e n d e n t ) .  

A l l  a r e  g e n e r i c .  H i t h i n  t h i s  s i g n  sys t em,  c l o t h i n g  a c t s  a s  a  c u e  f o r  

c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s .  Each c h a r a c t e r  h a s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  l i m i t e d  and  c o l o r  coded  

ward robe  ( e .  g . ,  Mother  i n  p a s t e l  h o u s e  d r e s s e s ,  F a t h e r  i n  d a r k  s u i t s ,  Dick i n  

d a r k  s h o r t s  and  s t r i p e d  k n i t  and  c o t t o n  s h i r t s ,  g i r l s  i n  s i n g l e - c o l o r  d r e s s e s ,  

f r o c k s  and  s w e a t e r s ) .  

T h i s  r e l i a n c e  on  p i c t o r i a l  c u e s ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  

d i a l o g u e  and  d i r e c t  s p e e c h ,  c o m p e n s a t e s  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  volume and  v a r i e t y  o f  

nouns  and  a d j e c t i v e s .  And i f  re combine  t h e s e  p o r t r a y e d  b u t  n o t  named o b j e c t s ,  

w i t h  o b j e c t s  and  i n d i v i d u a l s  named i n  t h e  t e x t ,  a  t o t a l  p i c t u r e  o f  Dick and  

J a n e ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t  emerges .  The d r a m a t i s  De r sonae  r e a d s  a s  f o l l o a s :  Dick,  

J a n e ,  S a l l y ,  F a t h e r ,  Ho the r ,  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  a t  t e n d a n t ,  G r a n d f a t h e r ,  

Grandmother ,  J a c k  and  Susan ,  t h r e e  t o  t e n  unnamed ( a n d  i n  some c a s e s ,  

f a c e l e s s )  c h i l d r e n  r i t h o u t  s p e a k i n g  p a r t s ,  t h e  b u s  d r i v e r ,  and  t h e  middle-aged  

roman on  t h e  bus.  Animals  i n c l u d e  S p o t  ( d o g ) ,  P u f f  ( k i t t e n )  , Tim ( s t u f f e d  

b e a r ) ,  and  unnamed h o r s e s ,  p o n i e s ,  dogs ,  c a t s ,  k i t t e n s ,  " L i t t l e  Quack",  

" L i t t l e  R a b b i t "  and  f i v e  z o o  a n i m a l s  i n c l u d i n g  a  kanga roo .  I n  a d d i t l o n  t o  t h e  

i n a n i m a t e  o b j e c t s  p o r t r a y e d ,  i m p r o p e r  nouns  u s e d  i n c l u d e :  " c o o k i e s " ,  " t o y s " ,  



" d o l l s " ,  " t a i l " ,  "boy", " g i r l " ,  " f r i e n d " ,  " s c h o o l " ,  " eggs" ,  "house" ,  "barn" .  

H i t h i n  t h i s  u n i v e r s e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s '  a c t i o n s  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  by t h e  u s e  

of  s i m p l e  and  d i r e c t  v e r b s .  I f  i n d e e d  s t o r y  grammars  r e p r e s e n t  p a r t i c u l a r  

s y n t a x e s  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  v e r b s  f u n c t i o n  a t  t h e  m i c r o p r o s i t i o n a l  l e v e l  t o  

d e s c r i b e  and  c o n s t i t u t e  a c t i o n s ,  a s  l e x i c a l  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  r e a l  time, t h e  p r e s e n t  

t e n s e  i s  p r e d o m i n a n t ,  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i m p l e  p a s t  and  f u t u r e  

t e n s e s .  The h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  v e r b s  i n  Fun w i t h  D ick  and  J a n e  m a i n l y  e x p r e s s  

p h y s i c a l  a c t i o n  ( e . g . ,  "have" ,  " r i d e " ,  "go", " s i t " ,  " run" ,  " e a t " ,  "jump", 

"make", "do", " g e t " )  and  o b s e r v a t i o n  ( e. g. , " look" ,  "see"). Only two v e r b s  

c o u l d  b e  s e e n  t o  e x p r e s s  c o g n i t i v e  o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a c t i o n  ( " f i n d " ,  " g u e s s " ) ,  

and  a g a i n  t h i s  would seem t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  t e x t ' s  o m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o g n a t e ,  

t h e  p h y s i c a l l y  i n v i s i b l e .  

To a s c e r t a i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n n e r  s t a t e s  and  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on  t h e  wor ld  of  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a  s i m i l a r  s u r v e y i n g  o f  a d j e c t i v e s  and  a d v e r b s  c a n  b e  

u n d e r t a k e n .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  words  which d e s c r i b e  q u a l i t a t i v e  m e n t a l  and  

e m o t i o n a l  s t a t e s  ( "good", "happy",  "fun",  "well") , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  p h y s i c a l  

o b j e c t s  ( e. g. , "good", "new") , s i z e ,  p r i m a r y  c o l o r  and  s p e e d  ( e. g. , " f a s t " ,  

"baby", " l i t t l e " ,  "wh i t e " ,  " b l a c k " ,  "ye l low" ,  " b l u e "  and  " r e d " ) .  

The c o g n i t i v e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e r s o n a e ,  t h e n ,  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  i n  t h e  

main t o  b a s i c  p r o - s o c i a l  e m o t i o n s  ( f e a r ,  h a t r e d ,  a n g e r  a re  o m i t t e d  a l t o g e t h e r )  

and  t h e  e m p i r i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  s e n s e  d a t a .  N o t a b l y ,  c h i l d r e n  n e v e r  u s e  

i n t e n t i o n a l  p r e d i c a t e s  u h i c h  s p e c i f y  . t h o u g h t  ( e. g. , t h i n k ,  u n d e r s t a n d )  and  

d i a l o g u e  i s . d e v o i d  o f  a rgumen t ,  me taphor ,  i r o n y  o r  o t h e r  f i g u r a t i v e  and 

s t r a t e g i c  u s e s  o f  l a n g u a g e  which  m i g h t  i n d i c a t e  o r  e n c o u r a g e  s p e c u l a t i o n  o n  

i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e s ,  p l a n s  and  c o g n i t i o n .  The r e s u l t a n t  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  



t a n g i b l e  and t h e  immediate  complements t h e  t h e m a t i c  onus  on immediate  b e h a v i o r  

and s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  The a fo rement ioned  v e r b s  and a d j e c t i v e s  a r e  matched 

by v e r b s  uh ich  mark d e s i r e  and p o s s e s s i o n  ( "wantw,  " l i k e " ,  "have" ) ,  forms of 

s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  ( "he lp" ,  " work", "p lay" )  and i n d i v i d u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  ( "say" ,  

" l augh") .  These t e n d  t o  u n d e r s c o r e  t h e  theme of ' ha rmonious '  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  

e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  

A r a n g e  o f  o t h e r  s p e e c h  a c t s  model r u l e s  o f  s o c i a l  decorum and a u t h o r i t y :  

t h e  s o c i a l  a c t i o n s  of  g i v i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  ( " p l e a s e "  and " t h a n k  you"),  

g r e e t i n g  and d e p a r t i n g  ( " h e l l o "  and "goodbye") , and o b l i g a t i o n / o b e d i e n c e  

( e. g . ,  "must") a r e  e n a c t e d .  These  g e n e r a l l y  a p p e a r  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  of s o c i a l  r i t u a l s  p i c t o r i a l 1  y o r  t o p i c a l 1  y  por t rayed :  e. g. , 

s h a k i n g  hands,  g e t t i n g  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  c a r ,  g i v i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  g i f t s ,  food  

p r e p a r a t i o n  and t a b l e  conduc t ,  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  aged,  r i d i n g  t h e  bus. 

Given s t r i c t  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  a  l e x i c o n  of 159 words, t h e  d e t a i l  and 

complex i ty  of  t h e  f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y  conveyed i n  Fun w i t h  Dick and J a n e  a r e  

remarkable ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  l i g h t  of t h e  no ted  o m i s s i o n s  of  v e r i s i m i l i t u d i n o u s  

s e t t i n g s ,  human s u b j e c t s ,  a c t i o n s  and emot ions .  The f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y  c o u l d  . 
be s a i d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  Gray and A r b u t h n o t ' s  v e r s i o n  of t h e  p o s s i b l e  world of t h e  

reader :  a  c l a p b o a r d  house, whi te-uashed f e n c e ,  s t r a i g h t  walkway, t r e e d  and 

t u r f e d  garden,  a l l  w i t h i n  d r i v i n g  d i s t a n c e  of t h e  Grandparen t s .  A 1 1  of t h i s  

is l o c a t e d  d e m o g r a p h i c a l l y  w i t h i n  a  c l e a n ,  o r d e r l y  community where c i t i z e n s  

come and go l i k e  clockwork.  

But t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  t o p - l e v e l ,  g e n e r i c  t r a i t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

n a r r a t i v e  world s t r u c t u r e  was i ts  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  minimal n a r r a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  

p i c t u r e s  and d i a l o g u e .  G r a y ' s  aim was t o  c r e a t e  s i m p l e  n a r r a t i v e  

r e p r o d u c t i o n s  of c h i l d r e n ' s  l i v e d ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  o r a l  l a n g u a g e  and s o c i a l  



i n t e r a c t i o n .  O p e r a t i n g  f rom c o r e  word l i s t s ,  Gray and  o t h e r  American and  

Canad ian  t e x t b o o k  a u t h o r s  ( see  S e c t i o n  4 . 1 . )  f e l t  t h a t  by s t r u c t u r i n g  t e x t  

l a n g u a g e  a r o u n d  c h i l d r e n ' s  d i a l o g u e  t h e y  c o u l d  c o n s t r u c t  t e x t s  i n  n h i c h  t h e  

themes ,  p o r t r a y a l s  of  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and v e r y  words  would n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  

a c q u i r e d ,  b u t  m e r e l y  r e c o g n i z e d .  T h i s  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  s p e e c h  nou ld  

b r i d g e  t h e  g a p  b e t n e e n  t h e  o r a l  l a n g u a g e  compe tence  and  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 

t h e  s o c i a l  wor ld  t h e  c h i l d  b r o u g h t  t o  s c h o o l  and  t h e  o f f i c i a l  t e x t u a l  l a n g u a g e  

of  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g .  

Yet n h i l e  Gray may h a v e  c a p t u r e d  much o f  t h e  v o c a b u l a r y  c h i l d r e n  commonly 

use ,  t h e  r e g u l a r i t y  and  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  s y n t a c t i c a l  S t r u c t u r e  combine  w i t h  t h e  

nooden a t t r i b u t i o n s  t o  p r e c l u d e  n a t u r a l i s m .  Fun w i t h  Dick  and  J a n e  n a s  n o t ,  

and c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  been  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  ' r e a l '  speech :  i t  was c e n t e r e d  on  

f a b r i c a t e d  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  h i g h  r e p e t i t i o n s  and  u n n a t u r a l ,  n o n - i d i o m a t i c  

e x p r e s s i o n .  

G e n e r a l i z i n g  f rom more r e c e n t  s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  s p r e a d  and  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  d i a l e c t s  ( e .  g . ,  S t u b b s ,  i n  p r e s s ;  F e r g u s o n  and  Heath ,  19811,  

t h i s  v e r s i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d  American E n g l i s h  p r o b a b l y  was r a t i o n a l i z e d  a s  common ' 

among p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s e s  and  r e g i o n a l  g r o u p s .  Yet t h e  s t i l t e d  a r t i f i c i a l i t y  

of  t h e  d i a l o g u e  n o u l d  h a v e  been  u n r e c o g n i z a b l e  e v e n  t o  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n .  Gray 

and A r b u t h n o t ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  s p e e c h  l a c k s  t h e  p a t t e r n s  which 

c h a r a c t e r i z e  a u t h e n t i c  c o n v e r s a t i o n :  n e v e r  d o e s  a  m i s f i r e ,  f a l s e  s t a r t  o r  

l o c a l  i d i o m a t i c  u s a g e  o c c u r .  C a r r o l l ' s  ( 1 9 7 8 )  comments on  more r e c e n t  b a s a l  

series seems a p t :  "The l a n g u a g e  o f  most  p r i m e r s  a n d  ' b a s a l  r e a d e r s '  i s  f a r  

s h o r t  o f  what  most  c h i l d r e n  c a n  h a n d l e  i n  l e x i c a l  a n d  g r a m m a t i c a l  c o m p l e x i t y "  

Hhat  seems c l e a r  is t h a t  w h i l e  Fun n i t h  Dick  and  J a n e  r e p r o d u c e d  t h e  l e x i s  of  

many c h i l d r e n ,  its f i c t i o n s  - a i m i n g  a t  mimesis - were  i n a c c u r a t e  



r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  n a t u r a l  speech  and most c h i l d r e n ' s  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  

m i l i e u i ;  

To r e v i e n :  Gray and Arbuthnot  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  any e x p l i c i t  a u t h o r i a l  

i n t e r v e n t i o n .  The a u t h o r / n a r r a t o r ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t o r  and judge  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  

of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  u n i v e r s e  n a s  a b s e n t ,  s p e a k i n g  o n l y  t h r o u g h  h i s / h e r  

c h a r a c t e r s .  I n  l i e u  of  p r o v i d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on mot ive ,  c a u s e ,  p o s s i b l e  

outcomes, p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e ,  t h e  n a r r a t o r ' s  p r e s e n c e  o n l y  s e r v e s  t o  d e n o t e  

motion i n  and t h r o u g h  a  p h y s i c a l  u n i v e r s e  p i c t u r e d  t h r o u g h  t e x t  g r a p h i c s  

( e. g. , "Away, away went t h e  Cat"  ( where?) ,  " F a t h e r  n e n t  t o  h i s  c a r "  ( nhy?) , 

"Dick and J a n e  n e n t  t o  t h e  barn"  ( t o  do n h a t ? ) ) .  And even then ,  d e s c r i b i n g  

human movement t h r o u g h  space ,  t h e  n a r r a t o r  i n  f a c t  assumes t h e  same r e p e t i t i v e  

vo ice ,  deve lopmenta l  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  and e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  v a n t a g e  p o i n t  a s  Dick. 

Dick may i n d e e d  be t h e  n a r r a t o r .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  n e v e r  makes i t s  

s t a t u s  a s  a u t h o r e d  a r t i f i c e  t r a n s p a r e n t  t o  t h e  r e a d e r .  The t e x t  h a s  been 

s t r i p p e d  of  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  c o n v e n t i o n s  of c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  which have 

been used t o  s i t u a t e  t h e  t a l e  i n  time ( e . g . ,  "Once upon a  t ime") and s p a c e  

( e. g. , " I n  a  u n i v e r s e  f a r  f a r  away") r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  t e l l e r  and h e a r e r .  

I n  t h e  Cur r i cu lum Founda t ion  Readers  a  c u r i o u s  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  

unpreceden ted  g e n r e  of  t e x t  emerges: 1 )  i t  n a s  devo id  of  p o e t i c  t r o p e s  

(metaphors ,  s i m i l i e s ,  s t o r y  l a n g u a g e ) ;  2 )  i t  n a s  n i t h o u t  a n  e x p l i c i t  o r  

s u s t a i n e d  n a r r a t o r i a l / a u t h o r i a l  p resence ;  3)  its s e r i a l  d i s c l o s u r e  of s t o r y  

schemata and c o n t e x t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  was d r i v e n  by d i a l o g u e  and p i c t u r e s .  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  by a iming  t o  r e p r o d u c e  d i r e c t  s p e e c h  Gray e f f e c t i v e l y  removed t h e  

l i t e r a c y  t e x t  from t h e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  There  is no e p i c  poet ,  no s t o r y  

t e l l e r ,  no s t o r y  l a n g u a g e  t o  make t h e  a u d i e n c e  aware  of t h e  a r t i f i c e ,  no Sense  

of h i s t o r i c a l  l i n e a g e  o r  t r a d i t i o n  and l o c a t i o n  is  l i m i t e d  t o  a  g e n e r i c  North 



American s p a c e  and time. Gray c r e a t e d  a  c o m p o s i t e  a r t i f i c i a l  v e r s i o n  of  

n a t u r a l  l a n g u a g e ,  and  i n  s o  d o i n g  h e  c r e a t e d  a  new k i n d  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  

T h i s  l i t e r a r y  form i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by m i c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  and 

m a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  r e p e t i t i o n .  I n  t h e  t e x t  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  maximum number of  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  n o r d  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  t h e  same i d e a s  and  themes  were 

r e p e a t e d  o v e r  and  o v e r  a g a i n .  Through t h e  u s e  o f  r e p e t i t i o n  a t  t h e  m u l t i p l e  

l e v e l s  o f  l e x i c o n ,  s e n t e n c e  s y n t a x ,  and  s t o r y  grammar a  t o t a l  d i d a c t i c i s m  is  

a c h i e v e d .  Even g i v e n  i ts " s e c u l a r  h u m a n i s t n  v a l u e s ,  t h i s  k i n d  o f  t e x t  may 

have  been  a  l e s s  o v e r t  b u t  p e r h a p s  more e f f e c t i v e  t r a n s m i t t e r  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  

v a l u e s  and r u l e s  f o r  l i f e  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  l i t e r a r y  and  mora l  
/ 

t e x t b o o k s .  The s h e e r  t h e m a t i c  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  p l a y ,  f u n ,  f a m i l y ,  p o l i t e n e s s ,  

r e s p e c t  and  t h e  l i k e  c o a l e s c e  a t  m u l t i p l e  l e v e l s  o f  c o d i n g  t o  p r e s e n t  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  f i c t i o n a l  r e a l i t y ,  

What r e m a i n s  r e s e m b l e s  a  c a r t o o n :  a  ser ies  o f  v i g n e t t e s  o r  s c e n e s ,  o f  

r e p e a t e d  a c t i o n s  and  words, o f  s p e a k e r s  i n t e r q c t i n g  i n  a  v i s u a l l y / g r a p h i c a l l y  

d i s p l a y e d  s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  The words o n e  r e a d s  a r e  what Dick  e t  a l .  s a y  t o  

e a c h  o t h e r ,  n o t  t h e  words  o f  t h e  s t o r y t e l l e r  n h i c h  r emind  u s  t h a t  t h i s  is . 
i n d e e d  a  t a l e .  I f  t h e  a u t h o r s '  g o a l  was t h e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  " v i c a r i o u s  

e x p e r i e n c e n ,  i n  o n e  s e n s e  t h e y  succeeded :  i n  t h i s  u n i v e r s e  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  

s o c i a l  s p e a k e r s / a c t o r s ,  t h i s  p u r e  u n s u l l i e d  d i a l o g u e  c o u l d  be  c o n s t r u e d  a s  a  

k i n d  o f  p o s t w a r  m o d e r n i s t  realism. But  u n l i k e  c i n e m a t i c  r e a l i s m ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  

f o l l o w  t h e  eye ;  u n l i k e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e a l i s m , ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e v e a l  m e n t a l  

s t a t e s ,  e m o t i o n  o r  mo t ive ;  u n l i k e  n a t u r a l i s t  r e a l i s m ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o c u s  o n  

e c o s y s t e m i c  r e l a t i o n s .  R a t h e r  i t  is  a n  d i d a c t i c  s a n c t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  and  a t t i t u d e s ,  a  p o r t r a y a l  and  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  p a t t e r n s  o f  l a n g u a g e  

and i n t e r a c t i o n  be tween  c h i l d  and  c h i l d ,  c h i l d  and  p a r e n t ,  c h i l d  and  



g r a n d p a r e n t .  

I t  i s  p e r h a p s  t o o  e a s y  t o  S u r m i s e  t h a t  t h e  f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y  which 

r e s u l t e d  was c h a u v i n i s t i c ,  myopic and  p r e s c r i p t i v e :  i n d e e d ,  Gray' s u t o p i a n  

v i s i o n  o f  g r o w i n g  up  i n  America was r e a p p r a i s e d  c r i t i c a l l y  by s o c i o l o g i s t s  

l i k e  C. A r i g h t  H i l l s  and  n o v e l i s t s  l i k e  S i n c l a i r  Lewis.  But  Dick  and J a n e  

were u n s u b s t a n t i a l  a s  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e .  A s  B e t t e l h e i m  and  Z e l a n  n o t e ,  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  v a l u e d  f a i r y  t a l e s ,  p o e t r y  and  b i b l i c a l  s t o r i e s  - o v e r t  

i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  n o t u i t h s t a n d i n g  - o f f e r e d  c h i l d r e n  a  r i c h n e s s  of  l a n g u a g e  

and  i m a g i n a t i v e n e s s  o f  c o n t e n t  which  t h e  modern " c o n t r o l l e d "  b a s a l ,  

p r e d i c t a b l e  and  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  p r e s e n t ,  c o u l d  n o t .  

3. 2. One wor ld :  The w o r l d  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  t e x t  

The l i n g u i s t i c  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n ' s  t e x t b o o k s ,  t h e n ,  j o i n e d  

w i t h  p i c t o r i a l l y  p r e s e n t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  p o r t r a y  a  t o t a l  f i c t i o n a l  r e a l i t y .  

I n  t u r n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  v a l u e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  s o c i a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  and  

o r i e n t a t i o n s  t o  a c t i o n  which c o n s t i t u t e d  t h i s  r e a l i t y  rere r e n d e r e d  o f f i c i a l  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  a  f o r m a l l y  p r e s c r i b e d  and  t a u g h t  t e x t b o o k .  
L 

Yet t h i s  s a n c t i o n e d  v e r s i o n  o f  c u l t u r e ,  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  and  c h i l d h o o d  

i s  b u t  o n e  o f  t h e  m u l t i p l e  p o s s i b l e  u o r l d s  e n t a i l e d  i n  t h e  t e x t ' s  a u t h o r s h i p  

and  r e a d e r s h i p .  Hou t h e s e  w o r l d s  a r e  j u x t a p o s e d  and  v a l u e d  r e l a t i v e  t o  e a c h  

o t h e r  c a n  r e l y  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s c o u r s e  o p t i o n s  by t h e  a u t h o r .  F o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  a n  a c t i v e  and  i n t e r v e n i n g  n a r r a t o r  c a n  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  

assume a  d i v e r g e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on  a p a r t i c u l a r  p o r t r a y e d  wor ld .  The s t o r y  

w i t h i n  a  s t o r y  f r a m e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a i r y  o r  f o l k  t a l e ,  t o  t a k e  a n o t h e r  

example,  c a n  a l t e r  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y  p r e s e n t e d  

and o f  t h e  f r a m i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i t h i n  which t h e  s t o r y t e l l e r  is t e l l i n g  t h e  

s t o r y .  The u l t i m a t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a c c e p t a n c e ,  r e j e c t i o n  and  m e d i a t i o n  of 



t h e  p o r t r a y e d  v e r s i o n  o f  c u l t u r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  n a y  t h a t  a  

g i v e n  n a r r a t i v e  s i t u a t e s  t h a t  p o r t r a y e d  ~ 0 r l d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  n o r l d s  

i t  p r o j e c t s  a n d  a s s u m e s .  

H h i l e  t h e  t e x t ' s  s e n t e n c e s  i n d e e d  s t a n d  a s  " r e c i p e s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  p o s s i b l e  

n o r l d s "  ( O l s o n ,  1 9 8 6 1 ,  t h e y  a l s o  m e d i a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t n e e n  p o s s i b l e  

n o r l d s .  T h e  p o r t r a y e d  f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y  n e c e s s a r i l y  s t a n d s  t o  some d e g r e e  i n  

d i v e r g e n c e  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r s '  a n d  r e a d e r s '  a c t u a l  r e a l i t y  ( K u r o d a ,  1976;  Eco, 

1 9 7 9 ) .  D e f i n i n g  a  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d  a s  " a  p o s s i b l e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s "  a n d / o r  " a  

p o s s i b l e  c o u r s e  o f  e v e n t s "  e x p r e s s e d  by a  s e t  o f  i n f e r e n t i a l l y  l i n k e d  t e x t u a l  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  ( p .  2191 ,  Eco  f u r t h e r  a r g u e s  t h a t  r e a d e r s '  a b i l i t y  t o  c o m p r e h e n d  

a n d  i n t e r p r e t  is c o n s t r a i n e d  by t h e  " p o s s i b l e  f a c t s  p f  o u r  a c t u a l  n o r l d "  ( p .  

1 2 1 ,  a s  n e l l  a s  by how a n d  t o  w h a t  d e g r e e  t h e  t e x t  " i n v i t e s "  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  u s e  

t h a t  b a c k g r o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  t o  s p e c u l a t e  o n  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s '  

t h o u g h t s .  S o  s e e n ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is c o n d i t i o n a l ,  bounded  by t h e  c o n t i n g e n t  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  a c t u a l  m i l i e u  a n d  by t h e  r e l a t i v e  

d e g r e e s  o f  " f r e e d o m "  ( p. 1 9 )  t h e  t e x t  i n v i t e s  a n d  e n a b l e s .  

R e a d e r s '  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  t e x t ,  t h e n ,  i n v o l v e s  a  

d i a l e c t i c a l  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  r e a l  n o r l d s  a n d  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  t o  a b s t r a c t  

beyond  t h o s e  n o r l d s ,  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m e a n i n g s  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  a n d  may 

n e g a t e  r e a d e r s '  a c t u a l  s e n s e s  o f  ( p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l )  r e a l i t y .  

H h i l e  t e x t u a l  n a r r a t i v e s  may e n t a i l  t h e  u n i t a r y  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  a  s i n g l e  

f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y ,  t h e n ,  r e a d e r s h i p  r e l i e s  o n  t h e  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  a n d  l a y e r i n g  

o f  m u l t i p l e  p o s s i b l e  r e a l i t i e s :  

. . . t h e  t e x t  is n o t  a  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d  n o r  i s  t h e  p l o t .  I t  i s  a 
p i e c e  o f  f u r n i t u r e  i n  t h e  n o r l d  i n  n h i c h  t h e  r e a d e r  a l s o  l i v e s ,  a n d  
i t  is  a  m a c h i n e  f o r  p r o d u c i n g  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s  ( o f  t h e  f a b u l a ,  o f  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r s  n i t h i n  t h e  f a b u l a ,  a n d  o f  t h e  r e a d e r  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
f a b u l a ) .  ( E c o ,  1 9 7 9 ,  p. 246)  



Eco h e r e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  most  r u d i m e n t a r y  o f  t e x t u a l  n a r r a t i v e s  c a l l s  

a  r a n g e  o f  p o s s i b l e  w o r l d s  i n t o  p l a y ,  and i t  i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r p l a y  of 

e x p l i c i t l y  p o r t r a y e d  and  i m p l i c i t l y  p r e s u p p o s e d  r e a l i t i e s  t h a t  messages  emerge  

from a  r e a d i n g .  F o r  example ,  a  d e n s e 1  y  l a y e r e d  l i t e r a r y  t e x t  ( e. g. , Joyce '  s 

U l y s s e s ,  o r  e v e n  a  more p o p u l a r  k o r k  l i k e  V o n n e g u t ' s  S l a u s h t e r h o u s e  F i v e )  

a t t e m p t s  t o  c r e a t e  a  f i e l d  b e t u e e n  p o r t r a y e d  r e a l i t i e s  and  t h e  f a n t a s i e s  

p r o j e c t e d  by t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  C o r r e l a t i v e l y ,  i t  p r e s u m e s  a  p r i o r  knowledge  o f  

t h o s e  r e a l i t i e s  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  r e a d e r s ,  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  s c h e m a t i c  

r e p e r t o i r e s . c o n s i s t i n g  i n  p a r t  o f  a  r a n g e  o f  p r e v i o u s l y  p o r t r a y e d  u o r l d s  and  

c h a r a c t e r s .  L i t e r a r y  a l l u s i o n  t h u s  o p e r a t e s  a s  a  k i n d  o f  i r i t e r t e x t u a l  

c a t a p h o r i c  and  a n a p h o r i c  d e v i c e ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  p r e v i o u s  t e x t s  and  r e a d i n g s  and  

l a y i n g  t h e  g r o u n d s  f o r  s u b s e q u e n t  r e a d i n g s  o f  o t h e r  t e x t s  (Eco ,  p. 1 9 ) .  These  

a r e  p l a y e d  o f f  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r i m a r y  b a c k d r o p s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s '  r e a l  and i d e a l  

s e n s e s  o f  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s '  r e a l  and  i m a g i n e d  p o s s i b l e  wor lds ,  and  u h a t  

t h e  a u t h o r  p re sumes  t h e  r e a d e r  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  and  n i l 1  e x p e r i e n c e .  

.Hh i l e  t e x t s  presume and  i n t e r r e l a t e  d i v e r s e  wor ld  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e y  . 
may o r  may n o t  - d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  and  p e d a g o g i c a l  i n t e n t s  - draw 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  a  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  f i c t i t i o u s  

r e a l i t y .  T h i s  i n s i g h t  o f t e n  h a s  e s c a p e d  t h o s e  c u r r i c u l a r  c r i t i c s  who s i n g l e  

o u t  p o r t r a y e d  ( i d e o l o g i c a l )  w o r l d s  f o r  c r i t i c i s m ;  i nasmuch  a s  many 

c o n d e m n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t s  h a v e  been  p r e m i s e d  

on t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  u o r l d  is  the d i d a c t i c a l l y  s a n c t i o n e d  o r  

a p p r o v e d  u o r l d .  I t  would b e  n a i v e  t o  assume,  however ,  t h a t  O r u e l l ' s  f i c t i o n a l  

r e a l i t y  i n  1984 u a s  p o r t r a y e d  f a v o r a b l y .  A s  n o t e d ,  many t e x t s  r e l y  o n  t h e  

v e r y  d i v e r g e n c e  b e t u e e n  t e x t u a l l y  g e n e r a t e d  r e a l i t y  and  r e a d e r s '  r e a l i t i e s ,  o r  

be tween p o r t r a y e d  r e a l i t y  and  c h a r a c t e r s '  h o p e s  and  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  t o  q u e s t i o n  



t h e  mora l  o r  i d e o l o g i c a l  wor th  o f  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  world.  

The l i t e r a l  g l o s s  o f  s e l e c t e d  s t o r y  grammars,  s t y l i s t i c s  and  i d e o l o g i c a l  

c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  t e x t  comple t ed ,  a  f u r t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  hon t h e  Dick and  J a n e  

t e x t s  p r o j e c t  and  j u x t a p o s e  p o s s i b l e  u o r l d s  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  f i c t i o n a l  

r e a l i t y  is i n  o r d e r .  F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  t u r n s  t o  a  d e t a i l e d  

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  "The N e w  Fami ly" ,  a  s t o r y  f rom t h e  r e a d e r  u h i c h  g r a d e  1  and  2  

s t u d e n t s  p r o c e e d e d  t o  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  Fun u i t h  D ick  and  J a n e ,  Our N e w  

F r i e n d s .  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  s t o r y  grammar i s  o u t l i n e d ,  t h e  

i m p l i e d  and  p o r t r a y e d  u o r l d s  c h a r t e d ,  and  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e a d e r s h i p  no ted .  

From t h e i r  b a c k y a r d  ( s e t t i n g ) ,  Dick  and  J a n e  u a t c h  s i x  uorkmen 
r e f u r b i s h i n g  t h e  h o u s e  n e x t  d o o r  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t  9 ) .  J a n e  a s k s ,  
"Hho a i l 1  come t o  l i v e  i n  i t ? "  ( p r o b l e m / g o a l )  . Dick d e d u c e s  f rom 
t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  t h a t  i t  n i l 1  b e  a  l a r g e  f a m i l y  ( i n t e r n a l  
r e s p o n s e / a t t e m p t  1 ) .  J a n e  h o p e s  f o r  g i r l s  f o r  h e r  t o  p l a y  u i t h  
( i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e / a t t e m p t  2 / e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  1 ) ;  D ick  h o p e s  f o r  b o y s  
( h y p o t h e s i s / a t t e m p t  3 / e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  1 ) .  "One day",  J a n e  o b s e r v e s  a  
moving van  w i t h  men u n l o a d i n g  t o y s .  N o t i n g  a  d o l l  h o u s e  and  d o l l s  
s h e  v i e u s  t h i s  a s  p r o o f  o f  h e r  h y p o t h e s i s  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  1 ) .  Dick  sees 
t o y  h o r s e s  and  v i e r s  t h i s  a s  p roo f  o f  h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  2 ) .  
A b l u e  c a r  p u l l s  up  and  a  young u e l l  d r e s s e d  c o u p l e  emerge. To Dick  
and J a n e ' s  d e s p a i r ,  t h e y  a r e  u i t h o u t  c h i l d r e n  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  3 /  
r e f u t a t i o n  o f  a l l  p r e v i o u s  h y p o t h e s e s ) .  A b l a c k  c a r  p u l l s  up and  a  
G r a n d f a t h e r  and  Grandmothe r  emerge  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  4 / r e f u t a t i o n  a s  i n  
3 ) ;  f o l l o n i n g  a r e  a  boy and  g i r l  d r e s s e d  s i m i l a r l y ,  and  r e s e m b l i n g  
Dick and  J a n e  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  S / c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e s /  
a t t e m p t s  1 / 2 1 ;  Grandmother  i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  P e t e r  and  E l l e n ,  
t o  Dick  and  J a n e  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  6 ) .  J a n e  i n t r o d u c e s  S p o t  t o  P e t e r  and  
E l l e n ,  d e c l a r i n g  " T h i s  i s  o u r  dog  Spot .  He u a n t s  t o  s a y  h e l l o .  He 
n a n t s  t o  s a y  h e l l o  t o  o u r  neu f r i e n d s "  ( r e a c t i o n / d i d a c t i c  
r e i t e r a t i o n )  . 

"The Neu Fami ly"  is a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more complex  s t o r y  t h a n  any  p r e s e n t e d  

i n  Fun u i t h  D ick  and  Jane :  c l e a r l y ,  l e x i c o n ,  c o n c e p t s  and  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  s t o r y  

grammar i n c r e a s e  i n c r e m e n t a l 1  y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s ,  and  o t h e r  b a s a l  series. ' Here, 

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  time e l a p s e d  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  e x t e n d s  beyond t h e  

a c t u a l  r e a d i n g  time ( e .  g. "One day" ) .  The p o r t r a y e d  p rob lem i s  m e n t a l  r a t h e r  

t h a n  b e h a v i o r a l ,  e n a b l i n g  r e a d e r s  t o  g l i m p s e  Dick  and  J a n e ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n s  and  

1 3 0  



a s p i r a t i o n s .  The s t o r y  grammar r e s e m b l e s  t h a t  of a  mys te ry  novel:  Dick and 

J a n e  h y p o t h e s i z e ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  u s e  c l u e s  t o  S o l v e  what is p r e s e n t e d  a s  a n  

anomaly i n  t h e i r  communi ty/universe .  A s  i n  Fun w i t h  Dick and Jane,  t h e  a c t i o n  

of t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  s t a n d s  a s  a  p a r a l l e l  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  c h i l d  r e a d e r  t o  

f o r e c a s t  a s  we l l .  The a c t u a l  s t o r y  grammar, t h e n ,  b e a r s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  

j u x t a p o s i t i o n  of o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  wor lds  a g a i n s t  Dick and J a n e ' s  l i v e d  

s o c i o c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u .  

The p i v o t a l  c h o i c e s  p r e s e n t e d  by a  t e x t u a l  n a r r a t i v e  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  can  be 

d e l i n e a t e d  i n  t e r m s  of  s i m i l a r i t y  and d i f f e r e n c e :  t y p i c a l l y  t h e  modern nove l ,  

f o r  example, u s e s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of  t e x t  t o  l a y e r ,  i n t e r r e l a t e  and r e f e r  t o  a  

r ange  of p o s s i b l e  wor lds  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of a  r a n g e  of d i s c o u r s e  o p t i o n s .  

I n  Dickens ian  nove l s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  r e a d e r s  may d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  n o r l d  of  t h e  

a u t h o r  ( H I ) ,  from t h e  i d e a l  n o r l d  env i saged  by t h e  a u t h o r  (121 ,  from t h e  

v e r s i o n  of V i c t o r i a n  England i m p l i e d  by t h e  t e x t  (H31, from t h e  p o r t r a y e d  

worlds  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  (141 .  There  is no n e c e s s a r y  i d e n t i t y  among HI, H2, 

H3, and H4. Add t o  t h i s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  wor lds  embodied by s c e n a r i o s  of f u t u r e  
L 

a c t i o n s ,  f a n t a s i e s  and dreams of  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  ( 1 5 1 ,  and t h e  n o r l d  e x p e r i e n c e  

and knon ledges  n h i c h  Dickens  assumed h i s  r e a d e r s  would have ( 1 6 ) .  I n  t h e  c a s e  

of modern i s t  n a r r a t i v e s ,  l i k e  t h o s e  of J o y c e  and Kafka, t h e  ve ry  c o n f l a t i o n  

and p o s s i b l e  combina t ion  of ( pol  ysemous) p o s s i b l e  worlds ,  e n a b l e s  an  "opening"  

of t h e  t e x t  t o  d i v e r s e  and p o t e n t i a l l y  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  

To t a k e  a  s i m p l e r  example, a  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a i r y  t a l e  l i k e  C i n d e r e l l a  

r e l i e s  on t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between C i n d e r e l l a ' s  p o r t r a y e d  e x i s t e n c e  from h e r  

p r o j e c t e d  i d e a l ,  i n v o k i n g  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  of t h e  r e a d e r  a c c o r d i n g l y .  Modern 

c h i l d r e n ' s  n a r r a t i v e s  by Dahl, Lobe1 and o t h e r s  j u x t a p o s e  p o s s i b l e  wor lds  

th rough  a  r a n g e  of l i t e r a r y  t e c h n i q u e s .  For  example, L o b e l ' s  F roa  and Toad 



( 1 9 8 1 )  s t o r i e s  w h i l e  p i t c h e d  a t  a  p r imer  l e v e l  a u d i e n c e  n o n e t h e l e s s  employ 

such l i t e r a r y  d e v i c e s  a s  s t o r i e s  w i t h i n  s t o r i e s ,  dream and s t r e a m  of 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  s e q u e n c e s  t o  p o r t r a y  and i n v i t e  t h e  f u r t h e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 

i m a g i n a t i v e  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s .  H h i l e  r e a d e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r 1  y c h i l d  r e a d e r s ,  may 

no t  be c o n s c i o u s  of t h e  p o s i t i n g  and i n t e r r e l a t i o n  of  n o r l d  s t r u c t u r e s  

o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  t e x t ,  how such  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  i n t e r r e l a t e d  c a n  encourage  o r  

d i s c o u r a g e  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  inasmuch a s  " t h e  p r a g m a t i c  p r o c e s s  of 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is n o t  a n  e m p i r i c a l  a c c i d e n t  i n d e p e n d e n t  of  t h e  t e x t  g.gg t e x t ,  

b u t  i t  i s  a  s t r u c t u r a l  e l ement  of  i ts  g e n e r a t i v e  p r o c e s s "  (Eco,  p. 1 9 ) .  

I n  "The Nen Family*,  a  r a n g e  of p o s s i b l e  ~ 0 r l d S  a r e  i m p l i e d  i n  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e :  

11 = The a u t h o r s '  r e a l  ~ 0 r l d  

12 = The a u t h o r s '  i d e a l  world 

13 = The i m p l i e d  s t a t e  of  t h e  r e a l  world r e f e r r e d  t o  by t h e  t e x t  

14 = Dick and J a n e ' s  n o r l d  p o r t r a y e d  by t h e  t e x t  

15  = The world p r o j e c t e d / p r e d i c t e d  by Dick and J a n e  
on t h e  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  f a m i l y  

16 = The r e a d e r s '  world a s  p r o j e c t e d  by t h e  a u t h o r / t e x t  

17 = The r e a d e r s '  a c t u a l  world 

A8 = The r e a d e r s '  p r o j e c t e d / p r e d i c t e d  world of  Dick and Jane 
on a r r i v a l  of  t h e  f a m i l y  

I n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  t h e  r a n g e  of  p o s s i b l e  wor lds  is narrowed p r o g r e s s i v e l y :  t h e  

t e x t  i n v i t e s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  s p e c u i a t e ,  b u t  then ,  a s  E c o t s  " c l o s e d  t e x t " ,  b e g i n s  

i n e x o r a b l y  a s s e r t i n g  "its r i g h t s  a s  a  t e x t "  t o  " s a y  n i t h o u t  ambigu i ty  what i s  

t o  be t a k e n  a s  ' t r u e '  i n  t h i s  f i c t i o n a l  nor ld"  ( Eco, p. 3 4 ) .  That  is, i n s t e a d  

of l e a d i n g  towards  " p l u r i p r o b a b i l i t y " ,  t h e  t e x t  s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t s  of  a  l i n e a r  

movement towards  c l o s i n g  donn i n t e r p r e t i v e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  To b e g i n  wi th ,  A4 



is  e q u a t e d  w i t h  15: Dick and  Jane ,  v e r b a l l y  f o r e c a s t i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l  of a  neu 

f a m i l y ,  a r e  engaged  i n  p r o j e c t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own e g o  i d e n t i t i e s  

o n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l i z e d  o t h e r .  T h a t  is, t h e  p o s s i b l e  w o r l d  t h e y  i m a g i n e  and  

p r e d i c t  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  d e e p e s t  d e s i r e s ,  f o r  someone l i k e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  p l a y  

u i t h .  Compet ing  v e r s i o n s  o f  1 5  a r e  i n t r o d u c e d :  J a n e  h o p e s  f o r  a  f e m a l e  

c o u n t e r p a r t  and  Dick  f o r  a  male. 

I n  a l l ,  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  s y n t h e s i z e s  i n t o  a  u n i t a r y  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e s e  

o s t e n s i b l y  a l t e r n a t i v e  p o s s i b l e  wor lds .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  D ick  and  J a n e  a r e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  u n a b l e  t o  d isembed,  n i t h  1 5  s t a n d i n g  a s  a  n a r c i s s i s t i c  

s e l f - p r o j e c t i o n  ( l a t e r  c o n f i r m e d  a s  v a l i d )  o f  1 4 .  One c a n  o n l y  assume t h a t  

S p o t  a s  well is  h o p i n g  f o r  a  neu  d o g  o f  i d e n t i c a l  p e d i g r e e .  

I n  terms of its p e d a g o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n  f o r  a n  i n t e n d e d  a u d i e n c e ,  Gray and  

A r b u t h n o t ' s  " h i g h  i n t e r e s t "  t e x t  c a n  b e  t a k e n  o n  i t s  word: t h a t  i d e a l l y  1 4  

w i l l  b e a r  some r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  116, t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e a d e r s  n i l 1  f i n d  i n  D ick  

and  J a n e  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  and  t h e r e b y  r e c o g n i z e  f a m i l i a r  

p a t t e r n s  and  l a n g u a g e .  To f u r t h e r  t h e  e q u a t i o n ,  by e x t e n s i o n  1 5  = 18: t h e  
* 

s e n s i b i l i t i e s  p o r t r a y e d  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  r e a d e r s ,  and  r e a d e r s  a r e  

e n c o u r a g e d  t o  s h a r e  D ick  and  J a n e ' s  f o r e c a s t s .  The l i t e r a r y  e f f e c t  h e r e  is 

t h e  c a n c e l l i n g  o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  d i v e r g e n t  p o s s i b l e  w o r l d s  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  ( h i g h 1  y  

i d e o l o g i c a l )  f i c t i t i o u s  r e a l i t y .  The t e x t  d i r e c t s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o u a r d s  t h e  

s i n g u l a r  v e r s i o n  o f  c u l t u r e :  t h e  f o r m a l  p r e s c r i p t i v e  e q u a t i o n  o f  t h e  wor ld  

p o r t r a y e d  i n  and  by t h e  t e x t ,  w i t h  t h e  u o r l d  s o u g h t  by t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  w i t h  

t h e  knowledges  and  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e a d e r .  

T h i s  is c e r t a i n l y  common n a r r a t i v e  p r a c t i c e ,  t o  g e n e r a t e  a  set o f  

s e m a n t i c  e q u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  hope  t h a t  empathy  and  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

n i l 1  r e s u l t .  Hemingway's u s e  o f  l o n g  p a s s a g e s  o f  q u o t a t i o n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  



f o r c e  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  a d o p t  t h e  e p i s t e m i c  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r s .  

H h e r e  t h e  n a r r a t o r  s t e p s  i n  t o  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  h i s / h e r  v o i c e  i s  

m a r k e d l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  n o r l d  

v i e n  i s  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  a l i g n e d  n i t h  t h a t  o f  h i s  m a l e  p r o t a g o n i s t s .  B u t  

n a r r a t i v e s ,  c h i l d r e n ' s  n a r r a t i v e s ,  may i n v o k e  a n  a u t o n o m o u s ,  if 

o b v i o u s l y  o p i n i o n a t e d  n a r r a t o r  nho, i f  n o t  a n  a c t u a l  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  s t o r y ,  

t h r o u g h  h i s /  h e r  o m n i s c i e n c e  i m p l i e s  o r  s i t u a t e s  a  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  

v a l u e  p o s i t i o n  e x t r i n s i c  t o  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  c h a r a c t e r s '  u n i v e r s e .  

. S u c h  a n  e x p l i c i t  n a r r a t o r i a l  p r e s e n c e  - n h i c h  p r o v i d e s  c o n t e x t u a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a  r u n n i n g  commenta ry  o n  a c t i o n s ,  t r a n s i t i o n s ,  a n d  a l s o  d e s c r i b e s  

t h e  i n n e r  n o r k i n g  of c h a r a c t e r s ,  m o t i v a t i o n s  f o r  a c t i o n s ,  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  h i d d e n  f r o m  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  s o  f o r t h  - e n a b l e s  r e a d e r s  t o  

h y p o t h e s i z e  A1 a s  d i f f e r e n t  from 1 2 ,  f r o m  H3, f r o m  H4, t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  t h e  

a u t h o r s '  r e a l / a c t u a l  n o r l d  f r o m  t h e i r  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  t h a t  u o r l d ,  f r o m  t h e  

p o r t r a y e d  n o r l d ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  ' r e a l '  n o r l d  i t  i m p l i e s .  The  

e s t a b l i s h e d  d i s j u n c t i o n s  b e t m e e n  a u t h o r s ' ,  n a r r a t o r s '  a n d  c h a r a c t e r s '  

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  t h e n ,  c a n  make more e x p l i c i t  t h e  a u t h o r s h i p  o f  

t h e  t e x t  a n d  h e n c e  r e n d e r  t h e  t e x t  more c r i t i c i z a b l e  ( c f .  O l s o n ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  . 

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  D i c k  a n d  J a n e ' s  t a l e ,  however ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b o t h  

n i t h i n  t h e  t e x t  a n d  b e t n e e n  a u t h o r  a n d  r e a d e r  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  r u n  t o g e t h e r  i n  

a  s e t  o f  s i m p l e  e q u a t i o n s .  I t . i s  a s s u m e d  by  t h e  a u t h o r  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  

p o s s i b l e  n o r l d  is s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  n o r l d .  M o r e o v e r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

n i t h i n  t h a t  p o r t r a y e d  n o r l d  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  u n a b l e  t o  e n v i s i o n  a n y t h i n g  o t h e - r  

t h a n  more  o f  t h e  same. I n  t h i s  m a n n e r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h e  t e x t  ( a n d  t h e  

p a r a d i g m a t i c  c u l t u r a l  o n e s  t h e y  i m p l y )  may a c t  t o  c a n c e l  a n y  d i v e r g e n t  o r  

c o n f l i c t i n g  c u l t u r a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  ( a n d  c o m p e t i n g  i d e o l o g i e s )  i n v o k e d  by t h e  



r e a d e r .  T h i s  l i t e r a r y  e f f e c t  is g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  d i s c u r s i v e  o p t i o n s  e x e r c i s e d  

i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e :  t h e  o m i s s i o n  o f  a n  e x p l i c i t  t h i r d  p e r s o n  p e r s p e c t i v e  and  t h e  

r e s u l t a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  a n  a u t h o r ' s  v o i c e  au tonomous  f rom t h a t  of t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s ' .  The sum r e s u l t  Eco would c a l l  " i d e o l o g i c a l  o v e r c o d i n g " .  A l l  

p o t e n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  b u t  r e l a t e d  w o r l d s ,  p o r t r a y e d ,  r e a l  and  i m p l i e d ,  a r e  

j o i n e d  i n  t h e  t e x t  t o  become one ,  l e a d i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  ( a n d  Dick  and  J a n e )  back  

t o  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  r e a l i t y  a s  ' c o r r e c t '  and  c o n s t r a i n i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  

t h e  r e a d e r  may ' s e c o n d  g u e s s '  t h e  t e x t .  

T h i s  p o r t r a y e d  wor ld  i s  h i g h l y  i n v a r i a b l e .  S o c i a l  c o n f l i c t ,  e t h n i c i t y ,  

c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e  and  d i v e r g e n t  c o u r s e s  o f  a c t i o n  a r e  a b s e n t .  Here Dick  and 

J a n e  ( a n d  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  a u t h o r s )  seem i n c a p a b l e  o f  p r o j e c t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  and  

d i v e r g e n c e .  I n s t e a d  o f  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  a  f a n t a s y  - a  d e c o n t e x t u a l i z e d  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  community and  a n o t h e r  time - t h e  wor ld  o f  Dick  and  

J a n e  is a b s o l u t e l y  s e r i o u s :  t h e  "once  upon a  t i m e "  is now and t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  
- 

a r e  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e a d e r s .  R e a d e r s  a r e  r eminded  o f  t h i s  i n  t h e  c l o s i n g  s t o r y :  

D i c k ' s  c l a s s  is p o r t r a y e d  s i t t i n g  i n  a  r e a d i n g  g r o u p  s - t u d y i n g  b a s a l  r e a d i n g  
L 

s t o r y b o o k s  w i t h  a  t e a c h e r .  The t e x t  n o t  o n l y  p r e s c r i b e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  

i ts  own r e c e p t i o n  and  i ts model r e a d e r s  b u t ,  t h r o u g h  o m i s s i o n  and  t h e  u s e  o f  

t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  l i t e r a r y  d e v i c e s  examined  above ,  i t  o f f e r s  up  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  a s  the o n l y  p o s s i b l e  c h i l d h o o d .  n i  t h i n  t h e  dominan t  c u l t u r e .  

3 .3 .  The mythology o f  t h e  modern f a m i l y  

Hon i d e o l o g y  is coded  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  s i g n  i s  

e x p l i c a t e d  by B a r t h e s  ( l 9 5 7 / 1 9 8 2 )  and Eco ( 1979) i n  t h e i r  a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  myth i n  modern p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e .  I t  is B a r t h e s '  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  

c e r t a i n  s i g n s  and  s y m b o l s  o f  mass  c u l t u r e  s e r v e  a  complemen ta ry  f u n c t i o n  t o  



myth i n  p r i m i t i v e  c u l t u r e s .  L i k e  a u t h e n t i c  myth, t h e s e  p o r t r a y a l s  s e r v e  t o  

j u s t i f y  t h e  n a y s  o f  t h e  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m  t o  t h e  popu lace , '  o f f e r i n g  

p l a u s i b i l i t y  s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n  of  e v e r y d a y  life. Hodern 

" m y t h o l o g i e s " ,  h o n e v e r ,  a r e  f o r m s  o f  " d e p o l i t i c i z e d  s p e e c h "  n i  t h  t h e  c a p a c i t y  

t o  " n a t u r a l i z e "  ( l 957 /1982 ,  p. 116 )  and  t h e r e b y  r e n d e r  p a l a t a b l e  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l ,  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  and  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  f o r  a  p o p u l a c e  o f  "myth 

consumers".  He c a l l s  t h i s  a  " c o n j u r i n g  t r i c k "  ( p. 131  1 : 

Hhat t h e  n o r l d  s u p p l i e s  t o  myth is a  h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y ,  d e f i n e d ,  
e v e n  i f  t h i s  g o e s  back  q u i t e  a  n h i l e ,  by t h e  way i n  n h i c h  men h a v e  
p roduced  o r  u s e d  it; and n h a t  myth g i v e s  i n  r e t u r n  i s  a  n a t u r a l  image  
of  t h i s  r e a l i t y .  And j u s t  a s  b o u r g e o i s  i d e o l o g y  i s  d e f i n e d  by t h e  
abandonment  o f  t h e  name " b o u r g e o i s " ,  myth i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  by t h e  l o s s  
o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  q u a l i t y  o f  t h i n g s :  i n  i t ,  t h i n g s  l o s e  t h e  memory 
t h a t  t h e y  o n c e  Here made. ( p. 131 1 

B a r t h e s  c o n s t r u e s  m y t h 3 a s  a  s t r u c t u r a l  m e t a s i g n i f i c a t i o n ,  s h o r i n g  how, i n  

v a r i o u s  modern m y t h o l o g i e s ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  c o d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  comments upon 

t h e  l i t e r a l  o r  o b j e c t  l e v e l  message.  Hhat  i t  s i g n i f i e s  c a n  b e  b r o k e n  down 

i n t o  a  l i t e r a l  p a r a p h r a s e ,  r h a t  Eco c a l l s  a n  i d e o l a g i c a l  "axiom". But  i t s  

p o n e r  rests on i ts  i n t e r p l a y  o f  s t r u c t u r e  and  message.  Hhen a  message  i s  

a c c o r d i n g l y  " i m p l i c i t  i n  i ts  m e t a s i g n i f i c a t i o n " ,  i t  becomes more s u b t l e ,  

s u b l i m i n a l  and  u l t i m a t e l y  more e f f e c t i v e  a t  " g l o s s i n g  o v e r  a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  

c o n c e p t "  ( p. 11 61. 

I d e o l o g y  c a n  b e  coded  i n  modern mythology a t  t r o  i n t e r r e l a t e d  l e v e l s :  a t  

t h e  l i t e r a l  l e v e l  of t h e  c o n c e p t  ( ax iom,  theme,  v a l u e ,  n o r l d  -view) and  a t  t h e  

l e v e l  o f  i ts  d e e p  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  t h e  v e r y  p r i n c i p l e s  n h i c h  g o v e r n  its o r g a n i z e d  

e x p r e s s i o n .  "The v e r y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  myth" i s  i ts  " t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  h i s t o r y  

i n t o  Na tu re"  ( p .  116)  and  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  i t  must  h i d e  i ts  v e r y  a r t i f i c e .  

But,  B a r t h e s  r e m i n d s  us,  "myth e n c o u n t e r s  n o t h i n g  b u t  b e t r a y a l  i n  l a n g u a g e ,  

f o r  l a n g u a g e  c a n  o n l y  o b l i t e r a t e  t h e  c o n c e p t  i f  i t  h i d e s  it, o r  unmask i t  if 



i t  f o r m u l a t e s  i t" ( p .  1 1 6 ) .  C l o s e  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  coded  myth 

c a n  " u n v e i l  o r  . . .  l i q u i d a t e  t h e  c o n c e p t " .  Eco ( p .  147)  a r g u e s  f u r t h e r  t h a t  

" t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t e m p o r a l  s t r u c t u r e s "  i n  t e x t u a l l y  i n s c r i b e d  myths  c a n  r e v e a l  

" t h e  image  o f  a  way o f  t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s  which i iou ld  seem t o  b e  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  

t i e d  t o  p e d a g o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  g o v e r n  . . .  s o c i e t y " .  

I n  p o s t w a r  s o c i e t y ,  a  r a n g e  o f  t e x t s  o f  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  - t e l e v i s i o n ,  

mass e d u c a t i o n ,  p r i n t  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  r a d i o  - i n c r e a s i n g 1  y  s u p e r s e d e d  more 

t r a d i t i o n a l  community, p o l i t i c a l  and  r e l i g i o u s  r i t u a l s  a s  a  s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t r o l  and  l e g i t i m a c y  ( c f .  K e l l n e r ,  1982,  pp. 1  3 3 -  

4 ) .  I n s t i t u t i o n s  which s u s t a i n  a  s e l e c t i v e  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n  c o n c e a l  t h e  

i d e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h a t  s e l e c t i v i t y :  p r e s e n t i n g  a s  " n a t u r a l "  a  

" p a r t i c u l a r  way o f  s e e i n g  t h e  wor ld  and  human n a t u r e  and  r e l a t i o n s h i p s "  ( p .  

1 4 6 ) .  The modern i d e o l o g i c a l  m y t h o l o g i e s  f o r w a r d e d  g l o s s  o v e r  d i f f e r e n c e ,  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n s e n s u s  as  somehow n a t u r a l ,  where  s u c h  c o n s e n s u s  

may i n  f a c t  n o t  e x i s t ,  o r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a s  "timeless" f u n d a m e n t a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  

o f  c e r t a i n  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  human mind, and  " e v e n  o f  b a s i c  m e n t a l  o r  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  human o r g a n i z a t i o n "  ( H i l l i a m s ,  1976,  p. 21 2 ) .  C o r r e l a t i v e l y ,  

s u c h  s i g n s / s y m b o l s / t e x t s  may s o c i a l i z e  t h e i r  a d d r e s s e e s  i n t o  s y s t e m s  of  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  and  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  dominan t  c u l t u r e  ( e . g . ,  t h e  

modern f a m i l y  a s  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  ( c f .  H i l l i a m s ,  pp. 131 -4) 1 .  

H i t h i n  a  c l o s e d  t e x t u a l  schema,  Dick and  J a n e  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  a s  

m y t h o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r s :  t h a t  is, t h e y  a r e  c u l t u r a l  a r c h e t y p e s ,  " t o t a l i t i e s  of 

c e r t a i n  c o l l e c t i v e  p r o p e r t i e s  and  a s p i r a t i o n s "  ( Eco, p. 1 0 8 ) .  Dick,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  i s  m i s c h i e v o u s ,  h e l p f u l ,  r e s p e c t f u l  of p a r e n t a l  and  community 

a u t h o r i t y ,  d i s d a i n f u l  o f  f e m a l e s ,  k i n d  t o  a n i m a l s  a n d  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  t o w a r d s  

h i s  l i t t l e  sister, c o o p e r a t i v e  ( a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e )  i n  p l a y  and  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a t  



aork.  AS s u c h  he is  a n  "emblematic" f i g u r e :  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  remain 

f i x e d  and e a s i l y  r e c o g n i z a b l e .  Dick and Jane become phantom r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  

of a  1950s  Everych i ld .  

The m y t h o l o g i c a l  Dick and Jane, l i k e  E c o ' s  Superman, a r e  t a k e n  th rough  a  

s e r i e s  of o b s t a c l e s ,  and time is l i t e r a l l y  suspended th roughout .  The p a s s a g e  

of t ime,  and hence c h a r a c t e r  growth and development ,  i s  marked o n l y  by 

r e p e t i t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  e l a b o r a t i o n  of r u d i m e n t a r y  d i s c u r s i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  ( a n d  

hence, i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e l a t i o n s ) .  Ep i sodes  s t r i n g  t o g e t h e r  c a u s a l  c h a i n s ,  

and t i m e  is marked o n l y  by a n  overcoming of o r  u n k n o t t i n g  of s u c c e s s i v e  

p r o b l e m a t i c  s i t u a t i o n s .  Re have no ev idence ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h a t  Dick o r  J a n e  

l e a r n  from t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  o r  change a s  a  r e s u l t  of  them, f o r  bo th  c h i l d r e n  

a r e  p o r t r a y e d  s t a t i c a l l y .  The d e s i r e d  v a l u e s  a r e  t h e r e  a t  t h e  o n s e t  and 

remain th roughout .  

Accordingly ,  c h a r a c t e r s '  r e c o g n i z a b i l i t y  is h e i g h t e n e d  by v i r t u e  of  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  b e g i n  e a c h  set scheme n i t h  t h e  t h e  same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t r a i t s  

and a t t r i b u t e s .  

A s e r i e s  of e v e n t s  r e p e a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  se t  scheme ( i t e r a t i v e l y ,  
i n  s u c h  a  r a y  t h a t  e a c h  e v e n t  t a k e s  up a g a i n  from a  s o r t  of v i r t u a l  
beg inn ing ,  i g n o r i n g  where t h e  p r e c e e d i n g  e v e n t  l e f t  o f f )  i s  n o t h i n g  
new i n  p o p u l a r  n a r r a t i v e .  . . .  Nor a r e  r e  d e a l i n g  o n l y  w i t h  a  
schematism i n  t h e  o r d e r  of  a  ' p l o t ' ,  b u t  w i t h  a  f i x e d  schematism 
i n v o l v i n g  t h e  same set  o f  s e n t i m e n t s  and t h e  same p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
a t t i t u d e s .  ( Eco, pp. 1 17-1 8) 

Here in  l i e s  a  c e n t r a l  paradox i n  t h e  "mythic  c h a r a c t e r s "  of t h e  " c l o s e d  t e x t " .  

A s  Eco n o t e s  - f o l l o n i n g  A r i s t o t l e  - t h e  p a s s a g e  of e v e n t s  i n  n a r r a t i v e  

i m p l i e s  t h e  p a s s a g e  of  t ime: t h e  p a s s a g e  of  time i m p l i e s  change,  growth, 

ag ing ,  development  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  human o r  human-like s u b j e c t s  w i t h i n  a  

g i v e n  n a r r a t i v e .  Accordingly ,  Eco a r g u e s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  "consumable" 

r i t h i n  n a r r a t i v e s .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  "mythic" c h a r a c t e r  d e f i e s  consumption,  



d e f i e s  change ,  and  c o n v e n i e n t l y  c a n  be  r e s u r r e c t e d  i n  e a c h  s u c c e e d i n g  e p i s o d e  

i n t a c t ,  unchanged,  and  hence ,  r e c o g n i z a b l e .  

H i t h i n  t h i s  p a t t e r n  o f  f a m i l i a r i t y ,  e a c h  e p i s o d e  f rom t h e s e  r e a d e r s  

i n v o l v e s  r o u g h l y  t h e  same se t  o f  s e n t i m e n t s  and  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a t t i t u d e s .  The 

p i c t o g r a p h i c  and  o r t h o g r a p h i c  c u e s  o f  t h e  t e x t  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o n n o t e  

f a m i l i a r i t i e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  p r e s e n t  neu and  v a r i e d  s i t u a t i o n s .  And t h e  

e p i s o d i c  s t r u c t u r e  becomes u h a t  Eco c a l l s  a n  " i t e r a t i v e "  series,  e a c h  e v e n t  i s  

r e p e a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  set scheme and  e a c h  t a k e s  u p  i n  v i r t u a l  b e g i n n i n g ,  

i g n o r i n g  c o n t i n g e n c i e s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a n g e  which  o c c u r  i n  

' r e a l '  and  ' open '  s e t t i n g s  and  t e x t s .  Moreover ,  t h e  " i n f e r e n t i a l  n a l k s "  

i n v i t e d  by t h e  s t o r y  grammar, e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  s e r i a l  d i s c l o s u r e  of  s e m a n t i c  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a r e  f e ~ ,  e x c e s s i v e l y  g u i d e d  by t h e  a u t h o r s ,  and  l i m i t e d  t o  

p r e d i c t a b l e  o r  g r a t u i t o u s  outcomes .  Hence, t h i s  i t e r a t i v e  scheme, c o n s i s t i n g  

of  a  r e c u r r e n t  r e p e r t o i r e  o f  t o p o i  - s t o c k  s i t u a t i o n s ,  s t o c k  r e a c t i o n s  - b o t h  

b r e e d s  and  s a t i s f i e s  what  Eco c a l l s  a  " h u n g e r  f o r  r e d u n d a n c e "  ( p .  1 2 0 ) .  

P o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  o t h e r  t e x t s  o f  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e ,  Eco a r g u e s  t h a t  

t h i s  k i n d  o f  a r c h e t y p e  u o r k i n g  h i s / h e r  uay t h r o u g h  t h o r o u g h l y  f a m i l i a r  . 
t e r r i t o r y  d o e s  n o t  l e a d  r e a d e r s  t o  a  s t a t e  o f  boredom b u t  c o n v e r s e l y  c r e a t e s  

i n  them a  f u r t h e r  dependency ,  a  h u n g e r  f o r  r e p e t i t i o n .  

Eco u o u l d  h a v e  it  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  p o p u l a r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  James 

Bond, Honder Roman, Superman and  s o  f o r t h ,  a r e  s i m i l a r  e m b l e m a t i c  f i g u r e s .  

C l o s e d  t e x t s  r e l y  o n  a  p a t t e r n  o f  mere r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  p r e v i o u s l y  e n c o u n t e r e d  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  Thus, Eco c o n c l u d e s ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  i s  "consumed" b u t  n o t  

u n d e r s t o o d ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  s e m a n t i c  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  t e x t  e n c o u r a g e s  r e a d e r s  

t o  r e c o g n i z e  r a t h e r  t h a n  u n d e r s t a n d .  

Hoa d i d  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o f f i c i a l  mythology - t h e  u h i t e - r a s h e d  u o r l d  of 



Dick and  J a n e ,  o f  u n t r o u b l e d  P r o g r e s s i v e  c h i l d h o o d ,  o f  t h e  s i m p l i f i e d  n u c l e a r  

f a m i l y  - f i t  i n t o  t h e  p o s t w a r  c h i l d ' s  b r o a d e r  d i s c u r s i v e  u n i v e r s e  o f  i m a g e s  

and u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ?  The p o s t w a r  c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r y  - armed w i t h  t h a t  new medium 

of t e l e v i s i o n  - f o r w a r d e d  a  r a n g e  o f  complemen ta ry  m y t h o l o g i c a l  i m a g e s  o f  t h e  

f a m i l y  and  c h i l d h o o d  which  r e s e m b l e d  b o t h  i n  c o n t e n t  and  form Gray and  

A r b u t h n o t ' s  c r e a t i o n s .  Commenting on  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  e r a ,  G i t l i n  ( 1 9 8 2 )  

and K e l l n e r  ( 1 9 8 2 )  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  s i t u a t i o n  comedy/drama - l i k e  Dick  and  

J a n e  r e a d e r s  - r e - p r e s e n t e d  and  j u s t i f i e d  f o r  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a u d i e n c e  t h e  

emergen t  i d e o l o g y  o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  democracy .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  

a r e  s t r i k i n g  s c h e m a t i c  l i k e n e s s e s  be tween Dick  and  J a n e ' s  u n i v e r s e  and  t h a t  o f  

programs l i k e  F a t h e r  Knows Best, t h e  p r o t o t y p e  f o r  t h e  weekly  f a m i l y  

p a r a b l e / d r a m a .  The l i n e a g e  e x t e n d e d  t h r o u g h  The Donna Reed Show, Leave  i t  t o  

Beaver ,  M Y  T h r e e  Sons ,  a l l  b r o a d c a s t  i n  Canada a s  well a s  t h e  U.S. The modern 

day  exempla r ,  r e r u n  a f t e r  s c h o o l  h o u r s  f o r  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  

a u d i e n c e ,  is The Brady Bunch. 

L i k e  Dick  and  J a n e ,  e a c h  s t o r y  d o e s  n o t  b e g i n  where  t h e  l a s t  e p i s o d e  l e f t  

o f f ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  v i r t u a l  b e g i n n i n g .  By c o n t r a s t ,  w h i l e  t h e  modern s o a p  

o p e r a  r e l i e s  on  i n t e r - e p i s o d e  c o n t i n u i t y ,  e a c h  b e g i n n i n g  i n  media res and  

r e i n i t i a t i n g  a  p r o c e s s  o f  s e r i a l  d i s c l o s u r e ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  f a m i l y  d ramas  

a r e  t h e  same week a f t e r  r e e k .  R a r e l y  d o e s  t h e  a u d i e n c e  g l i m p s e  c h a r a c t e r  

e v o l u t i o n  o r  growth:  B e a v e r  makes s i m i l a r  m i s t a k e s  week a f t e r  week, E d d i e  

H a s k e l l  is n a s t y  week a f t e r  week, n e i t h e r  seems c a p a b l e  o f  g rowth  and  

development .  L a r g e l y ,  p l o t s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s i m p l e  g o a l / p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  

a c t i v i t i e s  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  c h i l d r e n .  And, a s  i n  D ick  and  J a n e ,  p l a y ,  work, and  

o t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  o f  f o c a l  i m p o r t a n c e ,  e a c h  c o n c l u d i n g  w i t h  

some s o r t  of  p a r a b l e  o r  mora l  a r t i c u l a t e d  by Mom, Dad o r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  



h i m / h e r s e l f  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  and  y o u t h  a u d i e n c e .  Yet d e s p i t e  t h e  m o r a l i z i n g  

t o n e  o f  t h e s e  n a r r a t i v e s ,  i t  is a s  i f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  n e v e r  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  

t h e  l e a r n i n g  u h i c h  h a s  o c c u r r e d  f rom one  e p i s o d e  t o  t h e  n e x t .  

A c t i o n s  a r e  set i n  a  mid a n d . l a t e  1 9 5 0 s  i d e a l i z e d  s u b u r b  ( U n i v e r s a l  

S t u d i o )  u h i c h  i s  n e v e r  named and  w i t h o u t  c o n f l i c t  o r  v i o l e n c e .  These  t e x t s  of  

p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  g r a p h i c a l l y  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  same b a s i c  s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e s  ( i n  

a  d i f f e r e n t  communica t ions  medium) n o t e d  i n  Dick  and  J a n e :  a  s t r i c t  

d e l i m i t a t i o n  o f  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s  t o  b e  e n v i s i o n e d  by r e a d e r s / v i e u e r s  and  

c h a r a c t e r s  and  a  f l a t t e n i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  s u c h  t h a t  t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n  

u i t h  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  becomes u h o l l y  s c h e m a t i z e d  and  p r e d i c t a b l e .  I n  a l l ,  t h e y  

c l o s e  d o r n  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o u r s e s  o f  a c t i o n ,  a l t e r n a t i v e  

p o s s i b l e  u o r l d s .  Action/reaction/interaction: t h e  sum t o t a l  o f  s y n t a x e s  of  

human a c t i o n  i n  t h e s e  p o s t u a r  u t o p i a s  a r e  c o n t i n g e n t  o n  a  r e d u c t i o n  o r  

e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  a n y  r e a l  o r  a u t h e n t i c  human c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

G i t l i n  ( 1 9 8 2 )  f u r t h e r m o r e  r e m a r k s  t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  g e n r e  of  y o u t h  

p o r t r a y a l  - r i t h i n  i d e a l i z e d  f a m i l y  u n i t s ,  i n  s u b u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t s  o f  i n e x a c t  

o r  m y t h i c a l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  - was n o t  s u p e r s e d e d  u n t i l  t h e  mid 1960s ,  uhen t h e  . 
f i r s t  o f  t h e  " s o c i a l  i s s u e s "  ser ies  mas d e v e l o p e d  by Norman L e a r  and  o t h e r s  i n  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Dick  and  J a n e  rere by no means e x c l u s i v e l y  d e t e r m i n i n g  

f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r e a d e r s '  a t t i t u d e s  and  b e l i e f s ,  f o r  t h e r e  i s  

a l n a y s  o v e r l a p  be tween  t h e  myths  o f  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  i n  a  g i v e n  p e r i o d .  T e x t s  

of  a  v a r i e t y  of  media  complement ,  r e i t e r a t e  and  p e r h a p s  c o n t r a d i c t  e a c h  o t h e r .  

A l l  rere m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  mass p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

d i s c o u r s e .  A l l  rere f o r m s  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  d i s c o u r s e  t h e m s e l v e s .  The 

f o r e g o i n g  a n a l y s i s  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  some p o i n t s  of c o n v e r g e n c e  b o t h  a t  t h e  l e v e l  

o f  o v e r t  i d e o l o g i c a l  message ,  and  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  d i s c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e .  



A l l  a s  we l l  p r e s c r i b e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e i r  own r e c e p t i o n ,  a c t u a l l y  

n o r k i n g  a t  remaking t h e  human s u b j e c t s  which t h e y  t o o k  a s  t h e i r  o b j e c t s .  

Closed t e x t s  "p resuppose  a n  a v e r a g e  r e a d e r  . . .  i n  t h e  same way an 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t  chooses  i t s  p o s s i b l e  aud ience"  (Eco,  p. 1 8 ) .  H o n i t t  (1979)  

l o c a t e s  t h e  power of modern mythology i n  t h i s ,  i ts  a b i l i t y  t o  r e c a s t  i t s  

v i e u e r s / r e a d e r s  i n  i ts  own image. I n  a  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of The Mickey nouse  

Club, a n o t h e r  s o c i a l  t e x t  of  t h e  1950s,  Mowitt d e s c r i b e s  how a  ( v i d e o )  message - 
s t r u c t u r e  makes f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of i ts  own r e c e p t i o n .  The 

p o s s i b l e  world of t h e  Mouseketeers  - Mouseland - i s  i d e a l i z e d  pe rhaps  t o  t h e  

p o i n t  of  p o r t r a y i n g  a n  " a l t e r n a t i v e  set of  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s " .  There  e x i s t  

a n o t h e r  s e t  of  m y t h o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r s  - Jimmy ( h e a d  H o u s e k e t e e r ) ,  Big Roy, 

Annet te  (who l a t e r  appeared  i n  Beach Blanke t  B inso  n i t h  F r a n k i e  Avalon),  S p i n  

and Marty, and of c o u r s e  t h e  Disney c a r t o o n  c h a r a c t e r s  - w i t h  a l m o s t  a s  

e x t e n s i v e  a n  a u d i e n c e  a s  Dick and Jane.  Mowitt d e s c r i b e s  t h e  r i t u a l  of 

watching The Hickey Mouse Club: wear ing  t h e i r  mouse e a r s  and t - s h i r t s ,  v i e w e r s  

crowded around t h e  s m a l l  b l a c k  and w h i t e  s c r e e n s  of  t h e  1950s  i n  m a r t i a l  

a r r a y ,  r a t c h i n g  t h e  Mouseketeers  watch them. He a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of ' 

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  myth/message of  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  made f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of its r e c e p t i o n .  Hhat M o n i t t ' s  a n a l y s i s  b r i n g s  i n t o  f o c u s  i s  

how t h e  message s t r u c t u r e  and c o n t e n t  can  p r e s c r i b e  t h e  c o n t e x t  and t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  of its own r e c e p t i o n .  The f i n a l  s c e n e  i n  Fun n i t h  Dick and Jane ,  

w i t h  c h i l d r e n  a r r a y e d  i n  a  r e a d i n g  g roup  s t u d y i n g  t h e i r  b a s a l  t e x t s ,  p r o v i d e s  

a  s i m i l a r  image. 

Hhat k ind  of  r e a d e r s h i p  might G r a y ' s  f i c t i o n s  have engendered among i ts  

aud ience?  Indeed,  t h e  o b v i o u s  c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  Dick 

and J a n e  r e a d e r s  i s  t h a t  i t  presumes t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and 



e n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  " p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s "  i s  a k i n  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s  p o r t r a y e d  i n  

t h e  t e x t :  C l e a r l y ,  f o r  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  whose b a c k g r o u n d s  d i v e r g e d ,  t h e  t e x t  

nou ld  have  been  less a c c e s s i b l e  and  more " i r r e l e v a n t " ,  t o  bor row t h e  key word 

of  1 9 7 0 s  c u r r i c u l a r  c r i t i c i s m .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  s u c h  b a s a l s  d i s c r i m i n a t e  

a g a i n s t  non-mains t ream c h i l d r e n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  by f a i l i n g  t o  r e c o g n i z e  and  

r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  background knowledge  i s  a t  t h e  c r u x  o f  b o t h  l i b e r a l  and  

Neo t f a rx i s t  c r i t i q u e s .  

But i t  is n o t  a  s i m p l e  m a t t e r  o f  c o v e r g e n c e  o r  n o n c o n v e r g e n c e  of  t h e  

r e a d e r s '  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  w o r l d s  of  t h e  t e x t .  I t  is q u i t e  

t e n a b l e  t h a t  a  s t e a d y  d i e t  o f  h i g h l y  c o n t e x t u a l ,  r e l e v a n t  t e x t s  may i n  f a c t  

i n h i b i t  r e a d e r s  f rom d i sembedd ing ,  from e n g a g i n g  f a n t a s y  and  i m a g i n a t i o n  ( c f .  

Egan, 1979,  1 9 8 6 ) .  The i m p l i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  s c h e m a t a  and  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s  is t h a t  l i t e r a t e  deve lopmen t  

r e q u i r e s  a n  enhancement  of  o n e ' s  s e m a n t i c  e n c y c l o p e d i a ,  a n  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  

e x i s t i n g  schema ta .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  s u c h  t e x t s  may n o t  o n l y  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  

non-mains t ream l e a r n e r s ,  b u t  may a s  n e l l  p r e c l u d e  l i t e r a t e  deve lopmen t  o f  

m a i n s t r e a m  l e a r n e r s  ( d e  C a s t e l l  and  Luke, i n  p r e s s ) .  L 

Eco ( p p .  224-5 )  p o i n t s . o u t  t h a t  convergence/nonconvergence may b e  b u t  one  

a s p e c t  o f  " s c h e m a t i c  a c c e s s i b i l i t y "  o f  t h e  t e x t .  I n  t h e  c l o s e d  " h i g h  

r edundance"  t e x t  ( p .  120 )  t h e  s t o r y  grammar c a n  b e  s o  d i c t a t o r i a l  and  

d e l i m i t i n g  i n  i ts  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  f a m i l i a r ,  i n  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which i t  

l e a n s  on  and  t r i g g e r s  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  l i f e  c o n t e x t ,  t h a t  i t  may e f f e c t i v e l y  

c o n s t r a i n  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  and  c r i t i c i s m .  T h i s  i s  p r e c i s e l y  what  o c c u r s  i n  Gray 

and  A r b u t h n o t ' s  a s semblage .  The b a s a l  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  may have  a c t e d  t o  

c l o s e  down i n t e r p r e t i v e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  r e a d e r .  L a c k i n g  a l l u s i o n ,  

c o n n o t a t i o n ,  and  n o n l i t e r a l  i n f e r e n c e ,  m i s s i n g  t e m p o r a l  and  s p a t i a l  d e i x i s ,  . 



o m i t t i n g  a  c r i t i c a l  n a r r a t o r i a l  v o i c e ,  t h e y  p r e c l u d e  t h e  r e a d e r  f rom 

e x p a n d i n g / t e s t i n g  h i s  o r  h e r  s c h e m a t i c  r e p e r t o i r e ,  of  c o n s t r u c t i n g  and  

o v e r l a y i n g  m u l t i p l e  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s .  By p o r t r a y i n g  and  m o d e l l i n g  a  u n i v e r s e  

of s p e a k e r s  ( r a t h e r  t h a n  t h i n k e r s ) ,  t h i s  e f f e c t  i s  codpounded.  These  

t e x t b o o k s  e x p r e s s e d  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s e l f - r e q l e c t i o n  o r  e v e n  

t h e  s t r a t e g i c  u s e  o f  o r a l  l a n g u a g e  a s  m e d i a t i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  

F o l l o w i n g  H i l l i a m s '  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i l u t i o n  o f  message  f o r  mass media  

a u d i e n c e ,  by a t t e m p t i n g  " t o  s p e a k  t o  e v e r y c h i l d " ,  moreover ,  s u c h  t e x t s  may 

have  s u c c e e d e d  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  no o n e  ( c f .  d e  Castell  and  Luke, 1 9 8 3 ) .  

I n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  c h a p t e r ,  s t o r y  grammar a n a l y s i s  e n a b l e d  t h e  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n s  of m a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  and  s e m a n t i c  r edundancy  i n  

t h e s e  e x e m p l a r y  p o s t n a r  b a s a l  r e a d i n g  series. T h i s  a n a l y s i s  c o n f i r m s  and  

r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  b i a s  of  t h e s e  

r e a d e r s .  But  i t  d o e s  s o  i n  a  nay  n h i c h  e n a b l e s  u s  t o  b e g i n  e x p l a i n i n g  hon 

t h a t  b i a s  is a c h i e v e d  and  i ts p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  

of i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  coded  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s t o r y  s c h e m a t a  a r e  r e p e a t e d  n i t h i n  

and a c r o s s  e p i s o d e s ,  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  s u b l i m i n a l  and  p o n e r f u l  d i d a c t i c i s m .  . 
H h i l e  s t o r y  grammar a n a l y s i s  d o e s  n o t  e n a b l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  

t e a c h i n g  and  l e a r n i n g  which  t r a n s p i r e d ,  i t  d o e s  e n a b l e  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

o v e r a l l  s e m a n t i c / l i t e r a r y  s t r u c t u r e s  n h i c h  c o n s t r a i n  r e a d e r s h i p .  

Hhat  d o e s  t h e  c l o s e d  t e x t  t e a c h ?  The i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  

a n a l y s i s  is t h a t  t e x t s  t e a c h  a  set  o f  i n t e r p r e t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s ,  i n  E c o ' s  n o r d s ,  

a  "code" n h i c h  n i l 1  i n  t u r n  be u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  s u b s e q u e n t  t e x t s .  

Eco a l s o  a r g u e s  t h a t  t e x t s  p r e s c r i b e  t h e i r  "model r e a d e r s "  ( p .  171,  c r e a t i n g  a  

f u r t h e r  dependency  o n  c e r t a i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t s ,  d i s c o u r s e  s t r u c t u r e s  and  

l i t e r a r y  c o n v e n t i o n s .  Hhat  migh t  h a v e  been  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i d e o l o g i c a l  



e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  c o d e  of D ick  and  J a n e ?  The c a l c u l a t i n g  r e d u c t i o n  o f  s e m a n t i c  

and l e x i c a l  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  t e x t ,  n h i l e  i t  may h a v e  enhanced  no rd  

r e c o g n i t i o n ,  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  s e m a n t i c  p o s s i b i l i t y .  The 

c a u s a l ,  l i n e a r  and  e p i s o d i c  n a t u r e  of  t h e  t e x t  d o e s  n o t  e n c o u r a g e  s p e c u l a t i v e  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t o r y  grammar, t h e  a u t h e n t i c  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  

background k n o u l e d g e  u i t h  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  t e x t .  The t e x t  i s  n o t  

s t r u c t u r e d  " i n  s u c h  a  nay t h a t  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  a d d r e s s e e  c a n  r e f a s h i o n  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  d e v i s e d  by t h e  a u t h o r "  ( p. 4 9 )  t o  e v e n  t h e  most  minimal  

e x t e n t .  Hence, u h a t  c h i l d r e n  a c q u i r e d  n e r e  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  s chema ta ,  a  se t  

s t o c k  of  i n t e r p r e t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  t h e  ' c o r r e c t '  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d  o f  t e x t :  t h e  s c h o o l  r e a d e r .  
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C h a p t e r  4 .  C A N A D I A N  CONTENT: 
THE DIFFERENCE THAT M A Y  HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE 

4. 0. Chang ing  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  t e x t b o o k  a u t h o r s h i p :  
N a t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  c u r r i c u l u m  

A s  a  l e g a c y  o f  Lord Durham's  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e p o r t  condemning U.S. 

t e x t b o o k s  i n  Canada, t h e r e  r e m a i n s  c o n t i n u i n g  c o m p l a i n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  u s e  o f  

American c u r r i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l s  i n  Canad ian  s c h o o l s  ( e. g. , Lor imer ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  

Canad ian  c u r r i c u l u m  h i s t o r i a n  George  Tomkins ( 1981,  p. 1 6 5 )  t r a c e s  t h e  g r o w i n g  

" A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n "  o f  C a n a d i a n  c u r r i c u l a  and  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v o c a l  n a t i o n a l i s t  

r e s p o n s e  i n  t h e  1950s :  

The c o n s i d e r a b l e  A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n  o f  C a n a d i a n  c u r r i c u l a  s i n c e  t h e  mid- 
1950s ,  a  p r o c e s s  which  undermined  t h e  o1.d c o l o n i a l  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  
a n g l o p h o n e  Canada, p rovoked  a  r e a c t i o n  i n  t h e  fo rm o f  demands f o r  

. more C a n a d i a n  c o n t e n t .  

The l a c k  o f  e x p l i c i t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s e t t i n g s ,  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and  

h i s t o r y  i n  t e x t s  l i k e  Fun n i t h  D ick  and  J a n e  and  Our N e w  F r i e n d s  c e r t a i n l y  led 

t o  t h e  o m i s s i o n  o f  a n y t h i n g  which  c o u l d  h a v e  been  c o n s t r u e d  a s  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  

Canadian .  By t h e  1 9 5 0 s  s e v e r a l  r e a d i n g  and  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  t e x t b o o k  series 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  f o r  C a n a d i a n  c h i l d r e n  d i s t i n c t i v e  

a s p e c t s  o f  C a n a d i a n  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  i d e o l o g y  and  h i s t o r y .  But  d i d  a l t e r a t i o n s  

i n  c u r r i c u l a r  c o n t e n t  make a  d i f f e r e n c e ?  A s  Tomkins ( 1 9 7 7 ,  1981,  1984)  h a s  

no t ed ,  t h e  ~ m e r i ' c a n  t e c h n i c a l / s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  making c r o s s e d  

t h e  b o r d e r  t o  Canada d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r w a r  y e a r s .  A l t e r a t i o n  o f  o v e r t  

i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  mas a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

d i f f e r e n c e  be tween C a n a d i a n  and  American l e a r n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  i n  c o n c e p t i o n ,  

deve lopmen t ,  l i n g u i s t i c  and  l i t e r a r y  s t r u c t u r e  may b e  a n o t h e r  m a t t e r  

a 1  t o g e t h e r .  

I n  what  f o l l o w s ,  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  Canad ian  e d u c a t o r s ,  p u b l i c  f i g u r e s  and 



p u b l i s h e r s  t o  t e x t s  l i k e  Gray and  A r b u t h n o t ' s  is sampled .  T h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 

c h a n g i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  of  t e x t b o o k  g e n e r a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k d r o p  f o r  

a  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  s e l e c t e d  t e x t s  f rom t h e  

o t h e r  r e a d i n g  series p r i n c i p a l l y  u sed  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia  i n  t h e  l95Os,  The 

Canad ian  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  ( D i c k i e ,  R i c k e r ,  Tyner ,  and  Hoodhead, 1947-1 962) . A 

r e v i e w  o f  s e l e c t e d  n a r r a t i v e s  i n d i c a t e s  how C a n a d i a n  t e x t b o o k s  - d e s p i t e  t h e  

i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  U S  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  and  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  deve lopmen t  - 

a t t e m p t e d  t o  a d d r e s s  n a t i o n a l i s t  c o n c e r n s .  I n  p a r t  t h e s e  t e x t s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  

p r o v i d i n g  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a  v e r s i o n  o f  c u l t u r e  d i s t i n c t  f rom t h e  Dick  and  

J a n e  mythology.  I n  s o  d o i n g ;  however,  t h e s e  t e x t s  e x p r e s s e d  a  v i s i o n  o f  

p o s t R a r  Canada a s  a n  economic  c o l o n y  d e v o t e d  t o  r e s o u r c e - b a s e d  p r i m a r y  

i n d u s t r y .  

The war had s i g n a l l e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  and  p e o p l e s  o f  Canada and  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which  t h e  t a o  c o u n t r i e s '  economic,  m i l i t a r y  and  

C u l t u r a l  f a t e s  were i n t e r t w i n e d  by s h a r e d  g e o g r a p h y  and  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s .  

Hany p o s t u a r  C a n a d i a n  e d u c a t o r s  were r e a p p r a i s i n g  r e m a i n i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  
L 

a l l e g i a n c e s  t o  t h e  Commonnealth i n  l i g h t  of  a n  e x p a n d i n g  economic  and  m i l i t a r y  

a l l i a n c e  n i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  a  new f o u n d  c u l t u r a l  n a t i o n a l i s m .  The 

B r i t i s h  Columbia  Proqramme of S t u d i e s  ( 1947,  p. 71,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  n o t e d  " t h e  

h e r o i c  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Isles i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  of  o t h e r  

c o u n t r i e s  f o r  f reedom" and  e n c o u r a g e d  " t h e  t e a c h e r s  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia . . .  t o  

f o s t e r  t h o s e  l o y a l t i e s  t o  t h e  t h r o n e ,  t o  o u r  f e l l o w  count rymen,  and t o  

d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s " .  And y e t  r a n k i n g  D e p a r t m e n t a l  o f f i c i a l s  n e v e r  t i r e d  

o f  d i r e c t i n g  t e a c h e r s '  a t t e n t i o n  t o  modern, " c h i l d - c e n t e r e d "  and  d e m o c r a t i c  

p e d a g o g i e s  f a v o r e d  i n  American s c h o o l s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  I t  Has t h i s  

e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  American a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  



s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  and  t o  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  humane, n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  

p e d a g o g i e s  - p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  among King, Heir, Connay and  Campbell  - 

n h i c h  n e i g h e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  s e l e c t i n g  American t e x t s  ( a n d  r e l a t e d  p e d a g o g i e s )  

l i k e  Gray and A r b u t h n o t '  s b a s a l  s e r i e s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s  a  b u r g e o n i n g  n a t i o n a l ' i s t  s e n t i m e n t  r ema ined  among a r t i s t s ,  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and  e d u c a t o r s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a  p r o f o u n d  s k e p t i c i s m  t o n a r d s  c u l t u r a l  

and economic  d e p e n d e n c e  on  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I n  1949 ,  t h e  B e n n e t t  government  

named e m i n e n t  C a n a d i a n  a c t o r  V i n c e n t  t t a s sey  t o  l e a d  a  Royal  Commission i n q u i r y  

i n t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  a r t s  and  c u l t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  b r o a d c a s t i n g ,  book 

p u b l i s h i n g ,  p e r f o r m i n g  a r t s  and  r e l a t e d  a r e a s .  H h i l e  a  s t u d y  o f  f o r m a l  

e d u c a t i o n  a s  s u c h  mas n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  Commiss ion ' s  o f f i c i a l  mandate ,  i ts 

c r i t i q u e s  o f  American i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r y  e x t e n d e d  t o  encompass  

a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m s .  T h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  N. MacKenzie, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  

Columbia,  and  B. Neatby,  head  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Saska t chewan  and  l o n g t i m e  c r i t i c  o f  Deneyianism.  Hhat  emerged Has a  
C 

n a t i o n a l i s t  document  n h i c h  f o r n a r d e d  p o l i c i e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  autonomy 

o f  Canad ian  p u b l i s h i n g ,  media,  a r t  and  c u l t u r e .  

The Commiss ion ' s  s p e c i f i c  comments on  e d u c a t i o n  rere i n  l i n e  n i t h  t h i s  

g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  C a n a d i a n  e d u c a t o r s '  r e l i a n c e  o n  American t r a i n i n g  and  

e x p e r t i s e  was s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  c r i t i c i s m .  

Eon many C a n a d i a n s  r e a l i z e  t h a t  o v e r  a  l a r g e r  p a r t  o f  Canada t h e  
s c h o o l s  a r e  a c c e p t i n g  t a c i t  d i r e c t i o n s  f rom Nen York t h a t  t h e y  n o u l d  
n o t  t h i n k  o f  t a k i n g  f rom Ottawa.  ( R o y a l  Commission on N a t i o n a l  
Development  i n  t h e  Arts, L e t t e r s  and  S c i e n c e s ,  1951,  p. 1 5 )  

The Commiss ione r s  d i s d a i n f u l l y  n o t e d  t h a t  i t  n a s  t h e  common p r a c t i c e  o f  

Canad ian  t e a c h e r s  s e e k i n g .  t o  u p g r a d e  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a t u s  " a l m o s t  



a u t o m a t i c a l l y  [ t o ]  make t h e i r  p i l g r i m a g e  t o  T e a c h e r s '  C o l l e g e  a t  Columbia o r  

t o  o n e  o f  h a l f  a  dozen  s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s "  ( p .  1 5 ) .  R e t u r n i n g  w i t h  upgraded 

U. S. c r e d e n t i a l s ,  t h e s e  t e a c h e r s  would rise t h r o u g h  t h e  r a n k s ,  n o t e d  one  

B r i t i s h  Columbia t e a c h e r ,  " t o  occupy s e n i o r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  e l e m e n t a r y  o r  h i g h  

s c h o o l s  and t o  s t a f f  o u r  normal s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n "  (Anon. ,  

1952,  p. 25\11. 

The Massey Commiss ion ' s  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  e x t e n d e d  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  f i s c a l  dependency  of  w r i t e r s ,  a r t i s t s ,  

p u b l i s h e r s ,  l i b r a r i e s  and e d u c a t o r s  on s u c h  U.S. d o n o r s  a s  t h e  C a r n e g i e  

C o r p o r a t i o n  and t h e  R o c k e f e l l e r  Founda t ion .  

Gran ted  t h a t  most  o f  t h e s e  American d o n a t i o n s  a r e  good i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  
i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o n  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a l n a y s  been  good f o r  Canad ians .  H e  
have  been  c o n t e n t  w i t h  a n  u n n e c e s s a r y  dependence  on t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
o f  o u r  r i c h  ne ighbor .  He have  been  t empted  by h e r .  t o o  e a s y  
benevo lence .  T h i s  h a s  l e f t  u s  i n  a n  u n d i g n i f i e d  p o s i t i o n ,  unwor thy  
of  o u r  t r u e  power. He h a v e  been  c o n t e n t  t o  f o c u s  on  t h e  boun ty  o f  
o u r  n e i g h b o r .  ( 1951,  p. 14 )  

A s  f o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  e f f e c t s  o f  economic  dependence ,  t h e  Canad ian  Hriters' 

Committee t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Commission t h a t  "a  mass o f  o u t s i d e  v a l u e s  a r e  

b e i n g  dumped i n t o  o u r  c i t i e s ,  t o n n s  and homes. . . .  Re would l i k e  t o  see t h e  

deve lopmen t  o f  a  l i t t l e  Canad ian  independence ,  some s a y  i n  who we a r e ,  and  

what we t h i n k ,  and how n e  f e e l  and  what  we do."  ( p .  225) .  F u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  

t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  k i n d  o f  c u l t u r a l  i m p e r i a l i s m  i n  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  

Commission c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  o v e r r e l i a n c e  on U. S. c u r r i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l s ,  s t a t i n g  

t h a t  " t h e  dependence  o f  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  Canada on  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  s u c h  

t e a c h i n g  a i d s  is e x c e s s i v e " .  

H a s s e y ' s  p e r s o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on Canad ian  e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  u s e  of 

i m p o r t e d  c u r r i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l s  was s t a t e d  i n  h i s  own best se l le r ,  On B e i n q  

Canad ian  ( 1 9 4 8 ,  p. 1 0 3 ) :  



I t  i s  no doub t  s i m p l e r  t o  a c c e p t  a  ready-made book from t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  t h a n  t o  encourage  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of one  a t  home on t h e  same 
s u b j e c t  . . .  b u t  i t  is of o b v i o u s  impor tance  t h a t  Canadian s c h o l a r s  
shou ld  be employed i n  s u c h  t a s k s  . . .  and t h a t  t h e  Canadian c h a r a c t e r  
of Canadian e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  be p rese rved .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1950s ,  t h i s  g e n e r a l  c r i t i q u e  of t h e  " p a s s i v e  accep tance"  of 

imported c u r r i c u l a  was echoed i n  p r o v i n c i a l  and n a t i o n a l  t e a c h e r s '  j o u r n a l s .  

I n  a  1952 a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Teacher ,  a  l o c a l  t e a c h e r  w r i t i n g  

under  t h e  pseudonym of " A  Canadian" p u t  t h e  c a s e  f o r  Canadian c o n t e n t  b e f o r e  

p r o v i n c i a l  t e a c h e r s :  

G r e a t  numbers of Canadian t e a c h e r s  . . .  r i l l  a g r e e  t h a t  f a r  t o o  many 
of t h e  t e x t s  a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  o u r  e l e m e n t a r y  and s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  and 
f a r  t o o  much of t h e  supp lementa ry  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  a r e  American, 
r i t h  a n  emphas i s  and a  d i r e c t i o n  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  American s t u d e n t s  
b u t  u n s u i t a b l e  f o r  Canadian boys  and g i r l s .  Hhat is t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
r i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t e x t b o o k s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia? . . .  The o f f i c i a l  l ist 
of t e x t s  i s s u e d  by t h e  Textbook Branch shows . . .  l a r g e  numbers of 
American books. ( p .  257) 

L e s t  s / h e  be accused  of  c u l t u r a l  chauvinism,  t h e  a u t h o r  c a u t i o n e d  t h a t  s / h e  

was n o t  a iming  " t o  s p o n s o r  b i t t e r n e s s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  i t s  peop le  o r  

schoo l s" .  Simply,  s / h e  was a g r e e i n g  r i t h  t h e  Hassey Commission t h a t  

Canada is  a  n a t i o n  i n  h e r  onn r i g h t ,  t h a t  s h e  is n o t  p a r t  of t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  and t h a t  t e x t b o o k s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  use  of  American 
s c h o o l s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  u s e  i n  Canadian s c h o o l s  i f  
o u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t o  be  e d u c a t e d  a s  Canadians.  

" A  Canadian" c l o s e d  w i t h  a  c a l l  f o r  " o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia . . .  [ t o 3  a c c e p t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  n i t h  which t h e  Hassey Repor t  c o n f r o n t s  

them i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  of b u i l d i n g  up a s t r o n g e r  and t r u e r  Canadianism i n  o u r  

s c h o o l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  g r e a t e r  u s e  of Canadian t e x t b o o k s "  ( p .  259) .  

Dick and J a n e ' s  d a y s  i n  Canada, i t  appeared ,  n e r e  numbered. H a s s e y ' s  

comments n e r e  a  r e a s s e r t i o n  of Durham's i n i t i a l  b a r  of  U.S. t e x t s  a  c e n t u r y  

e a r l i e r ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  s u p p o r t  f o r  Canadian c u r r i c u l a  was s e e n  n o t  

a s  a  d e f e n s e  of  B r i t i s h  c o l o n i a l i s m  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  t h e  means f o r  n u r t u r i n g  a  



d i s t i n c t i v e  C a n a d i a n  c u l t u r e .  The h i s t o r i c a l  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  o v e r u s e  of  

U. S. c u r r i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l s  p i v o t e d  on  two c r u c i a l  a rgumen t s :  f i r s t ,  t h a t  

i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  ( e d u c a t i o n a l )  c u l t u r e  mas h i n d e r i n g  t h e  autonomy and  f i n a n c i a l  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  c u l t u r e  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  p r i n t  and  e l e c t r o n i c  media ,  

t h e  a r t s ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and  r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h ;  and  s e c o n d ,  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  s u c h  

m a t e r i a l s  n a s  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  Canad ian  

n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  c l a i m  o f  economic  dependency ,  t h e  l a r g e  s c a l e  a d o p t i o n  o f  

U. S. t e x t b o o k s  l e d  t o  a  movement o f  p u b l i c  f u n d s ,  t a x p a y e r  c a p i t a l ,  t o  f i r m s  

l i k e  S c o t t  Foresman v i a  t h e i r  C a n a d i a n  s u b s i d i a r i e s  and  l i c e n s e e s  - i n  t h i s  

c a s e  Gage. F o l l o n i n g  e x i s t i n g  e c o n o m i e s  o f  s c a l e ,  Gage and  o t h e r  compan ie s  

p a i d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e i r  p r o f i t s  on  l o c a l l y  l i c e n s e d  U.S. series 

back  t o  U. S. p u b l i s h e r s ,  and  by e x t e n s i o n ,  t o  U. S. c u r r i c u l u m  a u t h o r s  l i k e  

Gray, Arbu thno t ,  R u s s e l l ,  H i t t y  and  o t h e r s .  So  i n  terms of  d e f i n i t e  f i s c a l  

e f f e c t s ,  t h e  u s e  o f  U.S. l e a r n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  l e d  t o  a  movement o f  c a p i t a l  f rom 

Canada and  d i s c o u r a g e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t e x t s  by s m a l l e r  C a n a d i a n  houses .  

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  a rgumen t  t h a t  s u c h  l i c e n s i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  e n a b l e d  i n d e p e n d g n t  . 
Canad ian  p u b l i s h e r s  l i k e  Gage t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  v i a b i l i t y ,  i t  i s  

n o t a b l e  t h a t ,  by t h e  mid-1960s, b o t h  Gage and  R y e r s o n  Press - t n o  o f  t h e  

r e m a i n i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t  C a n a d i a n  p r o d u c e r s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  - had s o l d  

o u t  t o  U.S. companies ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  becoming o f f i c i a l  a n d  no l o n g e r  d e  f a c t 0  

" b r a n c h  p l a n t s "  ( B i n d l e y ,  H a r t i n  and  HcNulty,  1977,  p. 1 7 ) .  

The a n a l y s i s  o f  1 9 5 0 s  l i t e r a c y  t e x t s  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  c h a p t e r  

c o n f i r m s  t h e  s e c o n d  c o n c e r n  of  r e p o r t s  l i k e  t h e  Hassey  Commission - t h a t  s u c h  

t e x t s  p o r t r a y e d  s o m e t h i n g  less  t h a n  a n  i n d i g e n o u s  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  G r a n t e d ,  

t h e r e  was l i t t l e  i n  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  C u r r i c u l u m  F o u n d a t i o n  



Readers  which c o u l d  be s e e n  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  many Canadians '  s e n s e  of n a t i o n a l  

d e s t i n y .  The i n d u s t r i a l  and m i l i t a r y  power of t h e  U. S. was h e l d  i n  a r e  by 

many and no doub t  some Canad ians  would have a s p i r e d  t o  t h e  t h e  i d e a l i z e d  

suburban l i f e s t y l e  p o r t r a y e d .  Indeed,  1950s  Engl ish-Canadian c u r r i c u l u m  

documents spoke g lowing ly  of t h e  p a r a l l e l  i n t e r e s t s  of  America and Canada, 

Canada and B r i t a i n :  a l l  were s e e n  t o  a s p i r e  t o  "democra t i c"  p r i n c i p l e s  and 

" i n d u s t r i a l  p rogress" .  T h i s  i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n  of a  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  American e t h o s  

- of a  progressivist/technocratic s e n s e  of t h e  n o r m a t i v e  g o a l s  and s c i e n t i f i c  

means o f  modern e d u c a t i o n  - remained l a r g e l y  u n c h a l l e n g e d  u n t i l  t h e  Hassey 

Commission and contemporaneous  c r i t i c i s m  by Commission member Neatby ( 1 9 5 3 ) .  

But r e a d e r s  l i k e  Fun w i t h  Dick and J a n e  o b v i o u s l y  f a i l e d  t o  e n l a r g e  and 

enhance c h i l d r e n ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  of  l o c a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  o r  even n a t i o n a l  

c u l t u r e .  T h i s  is n o t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  and s t r u c t u r e  

i n  e a r l y  r e a d i n g / l a n g u a g e  a r t s  c u r r i c u l a  was n o t  a s  l i m i t i n g  on American 

c h i l d r e n ,  inasmuch a s  t h e  pos twar  Uni ted  S t a t e s  a l s o  f e a t u r e d  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

d i v e r s e  populace ,  d i v i d e d  by s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  e t h n i c  and g e o g r a p h i c a l  boundar ies .  

For American u rban  Black c h i l d r e n ,  r u r a l  H i d r e s t  f a rm c h i l d r e n ,  west c o a s t  , 

Asian o r  H i s p a n i c  c h i l d r e n  of  t h e  5 0 s  saw l i t t l e  more of  t h e i r  l i v e d  

e x p e r i e n c e  p o r t r a y e d  i n  t h e s e  r e a d e r s  t h a n  t h e i r  Canadian o r  F i l l i p i n o  

c o u n t e r p a r t s .  T e x t s  l i k e  Fun mith  Dick and J a n e  s e r v e d  up a n  a s s i m i l a t i o n i s t  

e t h i c :  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  r e c a s t  c u l t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

c h i l d r e n  i n t o  "Americansn and t r a n s m i t  a  ( l o w e r )  midd le  c l a s s  "American dream" 

t o  c h i l d r e n  of  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s  and r a c i a l  backgrounds.  

Accep t ing  a t  f a c e  v a l u e  t h e  a n a l y t i c  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t r e e n  " m e l t i n g  pot"  

and "mosaic" c u l t u r e s ,  emergent  i n  t h e  l a t e  1950s  and e a r l y  1960s  ( c f .  P o r t e r ,  

1965) - t h a t  Canadian s o c i e t y  r e f l e c t e d  a  d i f f e r e n t  set of a s s u m p t i o n s  and 



a t t i t u d e s  towards  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  c l a s s  v a r i a t i o n  - i t  would a p p e a r  t h a t  

t h e  Dick and Jane/Leave I t  t o  Beaver  world view s e r v e d  t h e  former .  

According1 y, n a t i o n a l i s t  c r i t i q u e s  ( e. g. , Repo, 1974; F r e i d e n b e r g ,  1978; 

Lorimer, 1984) ho ld  wi th  some j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  s u c h  t e x t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  

a n o t h e r  n a t i o n ' s  i d e o l o g y  and c u l t u r e ,  i n  s p i r i t  i f  n o t  i n  name, and t h e r e b y  

p rec luded  i n  Canadian c h i l d r e n  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  hon t h e i r  c u l t u r e  was 

d i s t i n c t  from a  g e n e r i c  North  American c u l t u r e .  

The Dick and J a n e  s e r i e s  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  U. S. b a s a l  used i n  e a r l y  

pr imary l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Taught i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia s c h o o l s  a s  second 

i s s u e ,  e a r l y  p r imary  r e a d e r s  were o t h e r  t e x t s  l i k e  t h e  Chicago-based Beckley 

Cardy Company's b a s a l  s e r i e s  F u n c t i o n a l  P h o n e t i c s  (19541,  by Anna C o r d t s  of 

Ru tgers  U n i v e r s i t y .  S e r i e s  l i k e  C o r d t s ' ,  which emphasized a  s y s t e m a t i c  

t e a c h i n g  of phon ics ,  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  common i n  t h e  m i d s t  of t h e  

p o p u l a r i z a t i o n  of phon ics  a s  a n  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  panacea  ( F l e s c h ,  1955; c f .  

C h a l l ,  1967) .  Cord t s '  r e a d e r ,  which t a u g h t  color-coded " p h o n e t i c  cues" ,  was 

used i n  some s c h o o l s  a s  a n  a u x i l l i a r y  t e x t  f o r  "slow r e a d e r s " .  To u n d e r s t a t e  

t h e  c a s e ,  I Can Read, t h e  f i r s t  t e x t  i n  t h e  series, h a s  a  p a u c i t y  of s e m a n t i c  . 
s t r u c t u r e  and c o n t e n t  which made Dick and J a n e  seem l i k e  r i c h  l i t e r a r y  works. 

A s  i n  many modern p h o n i c s  series, e a c h  l e s s o n  Ras d e s i g n e d  t o  t e a c h  a  s p e c i f i c  

p h o n e t i c  word a t t a c k  s k i l l . .  l o r d s  were co lo r -coded  and on e a c h  page s t i c k  

f i g u r e s  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d i g r a p h  o r  d i p h t h o n g  t o  be t a u g h t .  S u s t a i n e d  

n a r r a t i v e  was l o s t  a l t o g e t h e r  i n  t h i s  s y s t e m a t i c ,  h i e r a r c h i c a l  decod ing  

t r a i n i n g  ( s e e  Appendix A ) .  On a  page by page b a s i s  t h e  t e x t  s h i f t e d  

a r b i t r a r i l y  from t o p i c  t o  t o p i c ,  s e t t i n g  t o  s e t t i n g ,  n e v e r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  a  v i a b l e  s t o r y  grammar. 

Also  used i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia a s  an  augment ing t e x t  was John C. H ins ton  



Company' s Easy  G r o r t h  i n  R e a d i n q  ( H i l d r e d t h ,  Roy, B i e h l ,  F e l t o n ,  and  

Henderson,  1 9 5 0 ) .  U n l i k e  C o r d t s '  t e x t s ,  t h e  H i n s t o n  series mas c l e a r l y  

d e s i g n e d  a s  a  c o m p e t i t o r  t o  t h e  C u r r i c u l u m  F o u n d a t i o n  t e x t s :  s i m p l e  n a r r a t i v e s  

based  p r i m a r i l y  on  d i a l o g u e  i n t r o d u c e d  c h i l d r e n  t o  a  c o n t r o l l e d  s i g h t  word 

v o c a b u l a r y  which  i n c r e a s e d  i n c r e m e n t a l l y  w i t h  e a c h  s t o r y .  H r i t t e n  by U.S. 

r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r  G. H i l d r e d t h ,  t h i s  ser ies  was c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  w i t h  D.C. 

Heath '  s Read inq  f o r  I n t e r e s t  ( H i  t t y ,  1  942-1 955)  , American  Book Comapany' s 

B e t t s  B a s i c  R e a d e r s  ( B e t t s  and  Helch ,  1948-19631, and  t h e  Ginn B a s i c  R e a d e r s  

( R u s s e l l ,  1948-1 968) . H i l d r e t h  was a  l e a d i n g  American r e a d i n g  e x p e r t ,  h a v i n g  

a u t h o r e d  s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  books  on  r e a d i n g  ( c f .  Smi th ,  1965,  PP. 273, 

322 ) .  The f o r m e r  r a s  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  pedagogy and  t h e  l a t t e r  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  

h i s t o r i c a l  t r e n d s  i n  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e .  Her series r e s e m b l e d  G r a y ' s :  

a d j u n c t  m a t e r i a l s ,  tests ,  g u i d e s ,  and  s o  f o r t h  rere p r o v i d e d ;  t h e  s e m a n t i c  

c o n t e n t  r e f l e c t e d  s t r i c t  v o c a b u l a r y  c o n t r o l s ;  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  a g r e e m e n t  c o v e r e d  

t h e  U. K. , t h e  F i l i p i n e s  and  Canada. 

E a r l y  p r i m a r y  g r a d e  c h i l d r e n  f o l l o r e d  Dick  and  J a n e  c l o n e s  Nancy and  Bob, 

r i t h  c a t  Muff and  d o g  Mac, n e i g h b o r  t r i n s  Tom and  Don t h r o u g h  r e g i m e n s  o f  . 
p l a y ,  g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l ,  l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a l l  d e t a i l e d  i n  m u l t i -  

c o l o r e d  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  by C. P. H a t e r a l l .  A s  r i t h  G r a y ' s  series,  t h e  

l a c k  o f  t e m p o r a l  and  s p a t i a l  r e f e r e n t s  made i t  s u c h  t h a t  l o c a l  c o n t e x t s  rere 

i m p o s s i b l e ,  a 1  b e i  t u n n e c e s s a r y  t o  i d e n t i f y .  

But  t h e  Easy  G r o r t h  i n  R e a d i n q  ser ies  a l s o  mode l s  a n  e m e r g e n t  r e s p o n s e  by 

American p u b l i s h e r s  t o  c h a r g e s  of  l a c k  of l o c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  deve lopmen t  and  

h e n c e  l a c k  o f  v e r i f i a b l e  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e n t .  The s t r a t e g y  used  by J o h n  C. 

A i n s t o n  Company Has t o  list o n  t h e  "Canad ian  E d i t i o n "  a s  c o - a u t h o r s  l o c a l  

c o n s u l t a n t s .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  E. Roy, p r i m a r y  s u p e r v i s o r  o f  t h e  Vancouver  S c h o o l  



D i s t r i c t  and F.C. B i e h l ,  of London iiere l i s t e d  u i t h  H i l d r e t h  and o t h e r s .  A t  

t h e  time Roy Has a n  a c t i v e  f o r c e  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  development  i n  t h e  Vancouver 

a r e a .  One pr imary t e a c h e r  - a  g r a d u a t e  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  normal s c h o o l  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  1950s  - r e c a l l s  t h a t  Roy used t o  ho ld  c u r r i c u l u m  norkshops  e v e r y  

f o r t n i g h t  f o r  b e g i n n i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  r a n g e  of a p p r o a c h e s  and 

methods f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of e a r l y  r e a d i n g  (M. C r o n k i t e - H e i r ,  p e r s o n a l  

communication, 1 2  J u n e  1981) .  The documenta t ion  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  e x t e n t  of  

Roy's  a c t u a l  invo lvement  i n  t h e  a u t h o r s h i p  o f  H i l d r e t h ' s  ser ies is l a c k i n g .  

But i t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  Canadian,  o r  more 

p r e c i s e l y  B r i t i s h  Columbian a b o u t  t h e s e  t e x t s  and t h a t  U. S. v e r s i o n s  do n o t  

list Roy a s  a n  a u t h o r .  

The p r o t o t y p i c a l  m a r k e t i n g  s t r a t e g y  of ' C a n a d i a n i z a t i o n '  had been 

i n i t i a t e d  by p u b l i s h e r s  l i k e  Hins ton.  The u s e  of  l o c a l  c o n s u l t a n t s  and 

c o l l a b o r a t o r s  stamped t h e  t e x t  w i t h  t h e  v e n e e r  of l o c a l  r e l e v a n c e .  Of c o u r s e  

l o c a l  t e a c h e r s ,  d i s t r i c t  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  and p r a c t i t i o n e r s  have  n o t  t a k e n  p a r t  i n  

t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  development  p r o c e s s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y ;  C h a r t e r s  and 

B o b b i t t s '  and l a t e r  T y l e r ' s  c u r r i c u l u m  development  schemes employed l o c a l  . 
t e a c h e r s  and c o n s u l t a n t s  i n  p i l o t  t e s t i n g  and implement ion  phases .  But t h i s  

scheme of l o c a l  c o n s u l t a n t s h i p  - emblazoned on s u b c o n t r a c t e d  e d i t i o n s  of  U.S. 

s e r i e s  - was a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o p u l a r  development  and m a r k e t i n g  s t r a t e g y  of 

p u b l i s h e r s  and one  which p o t e n t i a l l y  c o u l d  d e f l e c t  s p r e a d i n g  p o p u l a r ,  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  and academic  h o s t i l i t y  towards  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  of U.S. c u r r i c u l a .  

But t h e r e  n a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more e d u c a t i o n a l l y  l e g i t i m a t e  r e s p o n s e  of 

p u b l i s h e r s  and Canadian academics  t o  c o m p l a i n t s  o f  t h e  l a c k  of Canadian 

c o n t e n t :  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  B r i t i s h  Columbia and o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  adop ted  s e v e r a l  

series of e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  t e x t s  n h i c h . n e r e  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  Canadian i n  o r i g i n ,  



a u t h o r e d  by Canad ian  r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s  and  c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p e r s .  

S p e c i f  i c a l l  Y,  a n  I n t e r ~ r o v i n c i a l  C 0 m m i  t t e e  on R e a d e r s  ( cf. D i c k i e ,  R i c k n e r ,  

Tyner,  and Hoodhead, 1957,  p. 8) i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  deve lopmen t ,  a d o p t i o n  and 

r e v i s i o n  of t e x t s  l i k e  The Canad ian  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  ( D i c k i e ,  R i c k n e r ,  Tyne r  and  

Hoodhead, 1947-57) and t h e  Canad ian  S ~ e l l e r s  ( Q u a n c e ,  19501. The i n t e n t  of 

t h e  f o r m e r  series was, i n  t h e  words o f  i ts  a u t h o r s ,  " t o  o f f e r  books  w i t h  a  - 

t r u l y  Canad ian  a t m o s p h e r e  which p r e s e n t  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  Canad ian  nay o f  l i f e "  

( D i c k i e ,  e t  a l . ,  1957,  p. 3 ) .  

Likewise ,  t h e  Canad ian  S ~ e l l e r s ,  d e v e l o p e d  and p u b l i s h e d  by Gage, 

f e a t u r e d  s t o r i e s  by Canad ian  e d u c a t o r s  and  were b a s e d  on  a  d e t a i l e d  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  S a s k a t c h e n a n  s t u d y  of t h e  n r i t i n g  o f  Canad ian  c h i l d r e n .  Quance ,  o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Saska tchewan ,  s h a r e d  w i t h  D i c k i e  a  c o n c e r n  n i t h  t h e  i r r e l e v a n c e  

o f  U.S. t e x t b o o k s .  Yet h i s  n a s  a  u n i q u e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  Canad ian  

c o n t e n t ,  and t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  and deve lopmen t  o f  The Canad ian  S ~ e l l e r s  embodies  

t h e  t e n s i o n  b e t n e e n  ( U. S. d e v e l o p e d  and r e s e a r c h e d )  t e c h n i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  

c u r r i c u l u m  deve lopmen t  and  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e n t .  

H h i l e  p r i n c i p a l s  and  t e a c h e r s  c o u l d  choose ,  d e p e n d i n g  on a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  t o b  

augment and  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  Sco t t -Foresman  r e a d e r s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

p r imary  g r a d e s  and  t h e  Canad ian  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  i n  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  and  u p p e r  

p r imary  g r a d e s ,  Q u a n c e ' s  s p e l l e r s  mere p r e s c r i b e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  by p r o v i n c i a l  

o f f i c i a l s  f o r  all e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  on  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  ( B r i t i s h  

Columbia Depa r tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  1954,  pp. 65-77).  Hence, be tween t h e i r  

l i c e n s i n g  a g r e e m e n t  n i t h  S c o t t  Foresman f o r  t h e  Dick  and J a n e  s e r i e s  and t h e i r  

deve lopmen t  o f  t h e  Canad ian  S p e l l e r ,  Gage assumed a  dominan t  r o l e  i n  t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  and m a r k e t i n g  o f  t e x t b o o k s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g ,  s p e l l i n g  

and r e l a t e d  l a n g u a g e  a r t s .  



The Canad ian  S ~ e l l e r s  were f i rs t  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1930.  A s e c o n d  e d i t i o n  

was r e l e a s e d  i n  1932 and a n  u p d a t e d  t h i r d  e d i t i o n  was a v a i l a b l e  i n  1950. 

Q u a n c e ' s  t e x t b o o k s  p r o v i d e d  a  s y s t e m a t i c  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  program based  on 

e x t e n s i v e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  and development .  The t e x t s  were sequenced  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y ,  p r o g r e s s i n g  t h r o u g h  a l l  e l e m e n t a r y  g r a d e s .  F o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

one  h a l f  h o u r  e a c h  day,  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h o u t  E n g l i s h  Canada s t u d i e d  

Q u a n c e ' s  ser ies  and t h e  Monday t h r o u g h  F r i d a y  n o r d  study/pre-test/review/post- 

t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s e q u e n c e  became a  s t a p l e  o f  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  ( s e e  

S e c t i o n  5. 2 . ) .  

Quance  ( 1 9 5 1 ,  p. 1 )  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  " t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  a  good t e x t b o o k  is  t h e  

g u i d a n c e  o f  l e a r n i n g "  and  t h a t  " t h i s ,  t oo ,  is t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  good t e a c h i n g " .  

He i n s t r u c t e d  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  " t o  o b t a i n  t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s " ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  " s t u d y  

t h e  t e x t ,  l e a r n  i t s  g o a l s ,  i ts  u n d e r l y i n g  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i t s  g e n e r a l  p l a n ,  and 

i ts  program of s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  b o t h  t h e  p u p i l s  and  t h e  t e a c h e r n .  

S p e l l i n g  was c o n c e i v e d  " n o t  . . .  a s  a n  i s o l a t e d  s u b j e c t ,  b u t  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  - 

r e l a t e d  l a n g u a g e  a r t s " .  Quance,  t h e n ,  s h a r e d  w i t h  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  a  

c o n c e r n  t h a t  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  e a r l y  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  l i t e r a c y  and o r a c y  b e  as  

f u l l y  " i n t e g r a t e d "  a s  p o s s i b l e  y& h i g h l y  s y s t e m a t i z e d  and i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  

c u r r i c u l a  and pedagogy. 

S p e l l i n g  i t s e l f  was c o n s i d e r e d  p a r t  o f  a  c h i l d ' s  t o t a l  l i t e r a t e  

development :  

B e f o r e  s c h o o l  age ,  h e  sees s i g n s  and a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  o n , t h e  s treets ,  
and l a r g e  h e a d i n g s  i n  newspape r s ,  and t h e r e b y  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  t h e  
symbol s  t h a t  we c a l l  l e t t e r s  convey meaning. . . .  Soon, o c c a s i o n s  
a r i s e  when h e  . . .  meets t h e  need  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  own i d e a s  by means o f  
n r i t t e n  symbols .  He f i n d s ,  however, t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  know how t o  
u r i t e  t h e  words h e  n e e d s  t o  use t o  e x p r e s s  t h e s e  i d e a s .  He knows 
n e i t h e r  t h e  le t ters ,  n o r  t h e i r  o r d e r ;  i n  o t h e r  words,  t h e i r  s p e l l i n g .  
By t h i s  time, h e  h a s  l e a r n e d  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  what  h e  r e a d s  b u t  a l s o  
what h e  i s  t o  write is f i l l e d  w i t h  meaning. . . .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s p e l l i n g  
is a s s o c i a t e d  i n  t h e  p u p i l ' s  mind w i t h  m e a n i n g f u l  e x p e r i e n c e .  ( 1 9 5 1 ,  



p. 1 )  

Quance  t h u s  s a n  t h e  key  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of l i t e r a c y  i n  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 

m e a n i n g f u l ,  r e c o g n i z a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  n i t h  h i s  g e n e r a l  c o n c e r n  

f o r  t h e  " m e a n i n g f u l "  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  s p e l l i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  

r e a d i n g  and  n r i t i n g ,  Quance commiss ioned  a  team o f  a u t h o r s  - M. Daykin, N. 

J ohnson  and  K. Duncan - t o  d e v e l o p  p r o s e  p a s s a g e s  and  s t o r i e s  t o  accompany 

e a c h  meekly l i s t  ( p. I ) .  T h e i r  t a s k  n a s  t o  l o d g e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  " b a s a l  

words" t o  t h e  p o i n t  of " a u t o m a t i c  r e s p o n s e "  n i t h i n  p o r t r a y a l s  o f  " l i v i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e s " .  

L i k e  t h e  modern b a s a l  r e a d i n g  series,  t h e n ,  The C a n a d i a n  S ~ e l l e r s  n a s  a  

comple t e ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c u r r i c u l a r  package ,  f e a t u r i n g  a d j u n c t  e x e r c i s e s ,  t e s t s  

and  r e v i e n s ,  and ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  T e a c h e r ' s  Manual f o r  The Canad ian  S ~ e l l e r  

( Q u a n c e ,  1951 ) .  The p e d a g o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  n h i c h  Q u a n c e ' s  program imposed  on  

t h e  d a i l y  c l a s s r o o m  r o u t i n e  o f  l i t e r a c y  l e a r n i n g  n i l 1  b e  examined  i n  C h a p t e r  

5. The p r e s e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  f o c u s s e s  on  Q u a n c e ' s  s c i e n t i f i c / t e c h n i c a l  a p p r o a c h  

t o  t h e  C a n a d i a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .  

Though h e  d r e n  d i c t i o n a r y  p a s s a g e s  f rom t h e  T h o r n d i k e - C e n t u r y  B e s i n n i n q  b 

D i c t i o n a r y  and  Thornd ike -Cen tu ry  J u n i o r  D i c t i o n a r y  ( p .  14)  and  c r o s s - c h e c k e d  

s e l e c t i o n s  n i t h  American r o r d  l ists by G a t e s  ( p. 17 )  and Dolch  ( p. 171, Quance  

s a n  t h e  need  f o r  t e x t b o o k s  n h i c h  n o u l d  r e f l e c t  " C a n a d a ' s  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  

economic  l i f e "  ( p .  5 1 .  Hence, h e  a r g u e d  t h a t  a  c o u r s e  i n  s p e l l i n g  s h o u l d  

r e f l e c t  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e n t  a s  f a i t h f u l l y  a s  " a  c o u r s e  i n  C a n a d i a n  h i s t o r y " .  

American c o u r s e s ,  h e  n o t e d ,  t e n d e d  t o  h a v e  " a  much l o n e r  v a l i , d i t y m  f o r  

"Canad ian  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n "  ( p. 6 ) .  , 

C o u r s e s  b u i l t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o n  c o u n t s  made i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
n o u l d  o m i t  h u n d r e d s  o f  words  l i k e  rugby,  t r a c t o r ,  b a z a a r ,  poppy, 
t oboggan ,  m u n i c i p a l ,  B r i t i s h ,  and  d a n d e l i o n  n h i c h  C a n a d i a n  c h i l d r e n  
u s e  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f r e q u e n c y  i n  t h e i r  f r e e  n r i  t i n g .  



To d e v e l o p  a  more a p p r o p r i a t e  t e x t b o o k  f o r  Canadian s t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s ,  

Quance under took  a  mass ive  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .  He and h i s  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  

examined " n e a r l y  600,000 r u n n i n g  words of c h i l d r e n ' s  w r i t i n g "  ( p .  5 )  drawn 

from a  " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e "  g r o u p  of  Canadian s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  

deve lop  " t h e  most v a l i d  word c o u n t  e x t a n t  on which t o  b a s e  a  s e r i e s  of 

s p e l l e r s  f o r  Canadian s c h o o l s "  ( p .  6 ) .  H i s  s t u d y  " r i g i d l y  c o n t r o l l e d  f a c t o r s "  

l i k e  " n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n  of p a r e n t s ,  o c c u p a t i o n  of  p a r e n t s ,  r u r a l  and urban 

r e s i d e n c e ,  r e g i o n a l  a r e a s  of  Canada, and s e x  of  p u p i l s "  ( p .  4 )  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  

" v a l i d i t y "  of  h i s  s e l e c t i o n .  

Quance, then ,  viewed t h e  t a s k  of  g e n e r a t i n g  a  t r u l y  Canadian c u r r i c u l u m  

i n  t e c h n i c a l  terms.  He was c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  m a t t e r  of Canadian c u r r i c u l a r  

c o n t e n t  c o u l d  be a d d r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  a  s i m p l e  and d i r e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  of e x i s t i n g  

e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  methodology. The s o l u t i o n  was h i g h l y  c o n v e n t i o n a l :  t h e  

development of  r e a d e r s  and s p e l l e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  of  e m p i r i c a l  s t u d i e s  of t h e  

l e x i c o n  of  c h i l d r e n ' s  o r a l  and w r i t t e n  l a n g u a g e  had been p ioneered  by Gates ,  

Gray, Dolch and Thorndike  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  But u n l i k e  D i c k i e  and o t h e r  
C 

Canadian t e x t b o o k  a u t h o r s  who c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e l y  p r i m a r i l y  on American word 

lists, Quance under took  t h e  development of a  Canadian d a t a  b a s e  from which he  

would c u l l  t h e  words f o r  s p e l l i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  done, he  t u r n e d  t o  

Daykin, Johnson and Duncan f o r  p r o s e  s e l e c t i o n s  " c l o s e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

s p i r i t  and a ims  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  o f  Canadian s c h o o l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  

s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  h e a l t h ,  language,  and s c i e n c e  phases"  ( p. 9 ) .  These 

s e l e c t i o n s  ~ o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  "meaningful"  p r o s e  c o n t e x t  f o r  each weekly s p e l l i n g  

list. The r e s u l t  was a  s e r i e s  of s p e l l e r s  which were t r u l y  "Canadian", 

inasmuch a s  t h e y  n e r e  deve loped  e x c l u s i v e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  of Canadian r e s e a r c h  

and p u b l i s h e d  i n d i g e n o u s l y .  N o n e t h e l e s s  t h e y  m i r r o r e d  b a s i c  approaches  t o  



c u r r i c u l u m  deve lopmen t  and  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  form of  modern c u r r i c u l a  p i o n e e r e d  by 

American e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e r s .  

To summarize:  t h e  p o s t n a r  a t m o s p h e r e  of  s k e p t i c i s m  t o w a r d s  t h e  

i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  U.S. e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  l e d  t o  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  

g u i d i n g  C a n a d i a n  t e x t b o o k  g e n e r a t i o n  and  a d o p t i o n ,  s p a n n i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  

p u b l i s h i n g ,  m a r k e t i n g  and  c u r r i c u l u m  deve lopmen t  s t r a t e g i e s .  T h e s e  r a n g e d  

f rom t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  of p r o v i n c i a l  t e x t b o o k  a d o p t i o n  p o l i c i e s  u n d e r  t h e  a e g i s  

o f  c o n s u l t a n t  b o d i e s  l i k e  t h e  I n t e r p r o v i n c i a l  Commit tee  on  Reade r s ,  t o  t h e  u s e  

o f  l o c a l  c o n s u l t a n t s  by p u b l i s h e r s  t o  augment  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  t e x t b o o k  s e r i e s ,  

t o  schemes  l i k e  t h o s e  of  Quance which  drew h e a v i l y  f rom t e c h n i c i s t  a p p r o a c h e s  

t o  c u r r i c u l u m  deve lopmen t .  The i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  p r e s e n t e d  i n  c u r r i c u l a  

l i k e  Gray and  A r b u t h n o t ' s  had become t h e  t a r g e t  f o r  a n  e m e r g e n t  n a t i o n a l i s m  

among C a n a d i a n  e d u c a t o r s  and  by t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 s  a  r e s p o n s e  f rom p o l i c y  makers ,  

e d u c a t o r s ,  c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p e r s  and  r e s e a r c h e r s  was f o r t h c o m i n g .  

4 .1 .  L o c a t i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  i n  time and s p a c e :  The C a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  

A p a r t  f rom Quance '  s s p e l l e r s ,  D. D i c k i e '  s C a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  were 

t h e  most  w i d e l y  u sed  C a n a d i a n  t e x t s  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia  p r i m a r y  r e a d i n g  

and l a n g u a g e  a r t s  c u r r i c u l u m  ( B r i t i s h  Columbia Depa r tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  1 9 5 1 ) .  

Many s t u d e n t  r e a d e r s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia began  t h e i r  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  i n  

e a r l y  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  w i t h  Gray and  A r b u t h n o t ' s  series, moving on t o  D i c k i e ' s  

t e x t s  i n  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  g r a d e s .  L i k e  Q u a n c e ' s  t e x t s ,  t h e y  t o o  embodied a n  

e s s e n t i a l  t e n s i o n :  t h e y  were f o u n d e d  o n  a s s u m p t i o n s  drawn f rom e d u c a t i o n a l  

r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  k i n d  o f  c u r r i c u l u m  deve lopmen t  e m p i r i c a l  s t u d y  u n d e r t a k e n  by 

t h e  l i k e s  o f  Gray; y e t  t h e y  were s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  v e s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  

m a t e r i a l ,  and  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  w i t h  c u l t u r a l l y  s p e c i f i c  c o n t e n t  and 



k n o a l e d g e s .  

D i c k i e ,  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l b e r t a ,  was a  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  

e d u c a t i o n  movement i n  Canada. Her book The E n t e r ~ r i s e  i n  Theory  and  P r a c t i c e  

( 1 9 4 1 )  " c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n f l u e n c e d  t e a c h i n g  methods" t h r o u g h o u t  Canada, a c c o r d i n g  

t o  Johnson ( 1 9 6 4 ,  p. 1 6 4 ) .  D i c k i e  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

p u r p o s e  of e d u c a t i o n  a a s  s o c i a l  a d a p t a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  

r o t e  knowledge.  H r i t i n g  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia T e a c h e r ,  D i c k i e  ( 1 9 4 0 ,  p. 1 9 )  

p a r a p h r a s e d  t h e  Deaey ian  i d e a l  o f  s o c i a l  l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  "p rob lem s o l v i n g " :  

P u p i l s  a h o  a r e  t o  l e a r n  t o  a d j u s t  t h e m s e l v e s  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  t o  any  
s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  a h i c h  t h e y  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  need  d a i l y  e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  a d j u s t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  s t r e a m  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  g r o u p  l i v i n g  
c o n t i n u o u s l y  p r o v i d e s .  . . .  a n y  and  e v e r y  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  p r e s e n t s  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t  a i t h  a  problem t o  s o l v e .  The a f t e r n o o n  is sunny,  you go  
o u t  o r  r e m a i n  a t  home t o  work; you need  a  new s u i t ,  i t  must  b e  
chosen ;  you a r e  t o  t e a c h  a  l e s s o n  o r  make a  s p e e c h  and  must  p r e p a r e  
it; t h e r e  is a  community b o n l i n g  game, a  c h u r c h  s u p p e r ,  a n  e l e c t i o n  
and  you d o  y o u r  p a r t .  

But t h i s  k i n d  o f  e m e r g e n t  t r a i n i n g  t h r o u g h  c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s ,  l e i s u r e  and  

f a m i l y  l i f e  Has matched  by D i c k i e ' s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  of  s c h o o l s  i n  

t r a i n i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  u o r k e r s .  S h e  s a n  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a s s u m i n g  t h e  

r o l e s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  pe r fo rmed  by t h e  home and  b u s i n e s s :  

Modern commerc i a l  l i f e  h a s  no  p l a c e  f o r  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  
is t o o  keen;  i n d u s t r y  non demands n o r k e r s  r e a d y  t r a i n e d .  A s  t h e  home 
and  i n d u s t r y  h a v e  c e a s e d  t o  t r a i n  f o r  s o c i a l  and  i n d u s t r i a l  
a d j u s t m e n t ,  t h e  s c h o o l  h a s  been  f o r c e d  t o  add  t h e s e  f i e l d s .  . . .  
P r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e  is  now a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l  and  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  s o c i a l  a d j u s t m e n t  i s  r a p i d l y  b e i n g  
t a k e n  o v e r .  ( p. 1 8 )  

D i c k i e ' s  s e n s e  o f  t h e  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  p u r p o s e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  was echoed  i n  

t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Prosramme o f  S t u d i e s  f o r  t h e  I n t e r m e d i a t e  G r a d e s  ( 1 9 4 7 ,  

p. 71, a h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  " a  d e m o c r a t i c  s t a t e  s u c h  a s  Canada" r e q u i r e d  

" i n t e g r a t e d  p e r s o n a l i t i e s " ,  " s o c i a l l y  e f f i c i e n t  and  c a p a b l e  o f  f u r t h e r  

g r o a t h " .  I n  a  p a r a p h r a s e  o f  t h e  American P r o g r e s s i v e  p h i l o s o p h y ,  t h e  C a n a d i a n  



c u r r i c u l u m  was c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

The m a t e r i a l s  o f  a  c u r r i c u l u m  s h o u l d  b e  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  
and e x p e r i e n c e s  c h o s e n  and  a r r a n g e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  g r o w t h  of  t h e  
c h i l d  and  t o  a s s i s t  him i n  f i t t i n s  i n t o  h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t  [ e m p h a s i s  
added ] .  

F o r  D i c k i e  ( 1940,  p. 191 ,  t h i s  k i n d  o f  s o c i a l  and  i n d u s t r i a l  a d a p t a t i o n  

r e q u i r e d  n o t  " d r i l l  f o r  t h e  i n c u l c a t i o n  of s k i l l s  and  f a c t s "  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  

" t e a c h e r  and  p u p i l  t o g e t h e r  t a k e  up  a  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  i d e n t i f y  t h e  problem 

i t  p r e s e n t s  and,  a s  a  g r o u p  . . .  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h a t  problem".  

L e a r n i n g ,  t h e n ,  was c o n s i d e r e d  a n  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  o f  l i f e  i t s e l f :  g o a l - s e e k i n g  

c o g n i t i o n  and  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  t o w a r d s  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  "p rob lems"  a r i s i n g  i n  

s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and  economic  r e a l i t y .  

D i c k i e ' s  work marked t h e  r e i t e r a t i o n  and  e x t e n s i o n  o f  Deweyian a p p r o a c h e s  

i n t o  t h e  p o s t w a r  e r a .  The " e n t e r p r i s e "  was t h e  " u n i t  work" o r  " p r o j e c t  

app roach"  a d v o c a t e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  A l b e r t a  and  o t h e r  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  

E d u c a t i o n  ( e .  g., B r i t i s h  Columbia Depa r tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  1947,  p. 1 6 ) .  I t  

e n t a i l e d  a  u n i f i e d ,  t h e m a t i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  t e a c h i n g ,  whereby t e a c h e r s  would 

t e a c h  p r o j e c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m .  D i c k i e  ( 1 9 4 1 ,  p. 125 )  
L 

d e f i n e d  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  a s  " t h e  c o - o p e r a t i v e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  a  s o c i a l  p u r p o s e  

t h a t  a  t e a c h e r  p r e s e n t s  t o  h e r  c l a s s  w i t h  a  v iew t o  h a v i n g  them u s e  i t  a s  

i n t e l l i g e n t  s o c i a l  behav iou r " .  I n  t h e  i n t e r w a r  y e a r s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

c u r r i c u l u m  had  h e r a l d e d  t h e  " s o c i a l i z e d  r e c i t a t i o n "  and  " p r o j e c t  method" a s  

u n i v e r s a l  p e d a g o g i e s  ( Luke, 1  980) , , w h i l e  d u r i n g  t h e  war t h e  Summer S c h o o l  o f  

E d u c a t i o n  a t  V i c t o r i a  had  o f f e r e d  t e a c h e r s  a  c o u r s e  on  " i n t e g r a t i v e  t e a c h i n g "  

( Johnson ,  p. 1 6 4 ) .  

A s  D i c k i e  saw it, t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  method n o t  o n l y  r e q u i r e d  a n  i n t e g r a t e d ,  

p r o j e c t - c e n t e r e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  pedagogy,  b u t  a l s o ' d e p e n d e d  on  a d e q u a t e  

c u r r i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l s .  I n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  which  had 



spanned t h e  Hassey Repor t  and t h e  I n t e r p r o v i n c i a l  Committee on Readers ,  

Dickie ,  T . U .  Uoodhead - p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia T e a c h e r s  F e d e r a t i o n  

from 1928 t o  1929, i n t e r w a r  P r i n c i p a l  of  K i t s i l a n o  School ,  and e a r l y  l o c a l  

a d v o c a t e  of t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  (Uoodhead, 1930) - and c o a u t h o r s  B. 

R ickner  and C. Tyner s e t  o u t  

t o  o f f e r  Canadian boys and g i r l s ,  i n  nhom a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  community 
l i f e  is  danning,  books n i t h  a  Canadian a tmosphere;  t o  b u i l d  i n t o  t h e  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of t h e i r  r e a d e r s  a  g e n e r a l  p i c t u r e  of  Canada and a  
d e f i n i t e  i m p r e s s i o n  of t h e  i d e a l s  of t h e  Canadian nay of l i f e .  
( D i c k i e ,  e t  a l . ,  1957, p. 2) 

T h e i r  e f f o r t s  - c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  Canadian Parade  

Readers  - n e r e  s u p p o r t e d  by J . H .  Dent and Sons,  a  B r i t i s h  p u b l i s h i n g  house  

nhich,  l i k e  Hacmillan,  Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  and Thomas Nelson and Sons, had 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  Canadian b ranch  i n  Toron to  a f t e r  Horld Uar I ( H i n d l e y ,  e t  a l . ,  

p. 1 6 ) .  I t  i s  somenhat i r o n i c a l  t h a t  Gage, a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  Canadian p u b l i s h e r ,  

chose  t o  p u r c h a s e  r e p r i n t  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  S c o t t  Foresman s e r i e s  whi le  D e n t ' s  

Canadian b ranch  p l a n t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  development of  a  s e r i e s  e x p r e s s l y  des igned  

i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c a l l  f o r  n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s .  Though t h e  
L 

q u e s t  f o r  p r o f i t  was c l e a r l y  Dent' s i n t e n t ,  i t  s h o u l d  be noted t h a t  t h e  

Canadian P a r a d e  s e r i e s ,  by v i r t u e  of  i t s  n a t i o n a l  c o n t e n t ,  had l i m i t e d  s a l e s  

p o t e n t i a l  on t h e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  market .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  s e r i e s  

Has " a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  u s e  i n  A l b e r t a  and B r i t i s h  Columbia" and f o r  " p e r m i s s i v e  

use" i n  Onta r io .  F i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1947, p r i n t e d  and bound a t  t h e  Evergreen  

P r e s s  i n  Vancouver, t h e  series n a s  r e v i s e d  and r e p r i n t e d  u n t i l  1964.. 

D i c k i e  and c o l l e a g u e s '  g o a l  n a s  n o t  " t o  f o s t e r  a  narroA Canadian 

n a t i o n a l i s m "  and t h e y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  Canada is " p e r h a p s  t h e  l e a s t  

n a t i o n a l i s t i c "  of  H e s t e r n  n a t i o n s .  But, t h e y  a rgued ,  " s h e  h a s  a  p e r s o n a l i t y  

of h e r  own, t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of  t h e  nay of l i f e  c r e a t e d  by t h e  Canadian a c t i n g  



upon t h e  i n h e r i t e d  t e n d e n c i e s  of h e r  peop le" .  Hence, t h e y  r e a s o n e d ,  i t  u a s  

o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  " h e r  n a t i o n a l  p e r s o n a l i t y "  t h a t  "Canada c a n  

make h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  t h e  u o r l d " .  C l e a r l y ,  i n  s p i t e  of  

i ts  f i n a n c i a l  l i n k  u i t h  a  B r i t i s h  p u b l i s h i n g  house ,  t h i s  b a s a l  s e r i e s  u a s  a  

Canad ian  e n t e r p r i s e .  

The a u t h o r s  - u n d e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  S. S h o p l a n d  o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of B r i t i s h  Columbia - r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  i t  u a s  i n  i n i t i a l  l i t e r a c y  

t r a i n i n g  t h a t  c i t i z e n s h i p  e d u c a t i o n  u a s  i n d e e d  t a k i n g  p l a c e :  "boyhood and  

g i r l h o o d " ,  uhen  " t h e  b e g i n n i n g  r e a d e r  must  g r a s p  . . .  t h a t  p r i n t e d  symbo l s  

p r e s e n t  i d e a s " ,  t ias t h e  time " t o  make c o n s c i o u s "  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  s e n s i b i l i t y .  

T h i s ,  t h e y  a r g u e d ,  u a s  " t o o  o f t e n  f o r g o t t e n "  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  " t h a t  r e a d i n g  . . .  

is  j u s t  a  m e c h a n i c a l  p r o c e s s  l e m p h a s i s  added1 ". I n  e a r l y  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  t h e y  p e r c e i v e d  a  need  t o  " p r e s e n t  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  Canad ian  nay 

o f  l i f e ,  " o f  "Canada' s a c h i e v e m e n t s  and  of h e r  p l a c e  among n a t i o n s "  ( p. 2 ) .  

D i c k i e ' s  " i n t e g r a t e d "  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  l i t e r a c y  and  a  d i s t i n c t  

e m p h a s i s  o n  C a n a d i a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  mere t h e  t ~ o  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  
' 

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  series. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y  t h e  d e s i g n  of  

t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  a l s o  d e r i v e d  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  f rom modern r e a d i n g  

r e s e a r c h  d e s p i t e  i t s  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  " m e c h a n i z a t i o n "  o f  r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

L i k e  Gray and  A r b u t h n o t ' s  series,  i t  p r o v i d e d  a  t o t a l  c u r r i c u l a r  package:  

t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s ,  lists o f  a d j u n c t  s t a n d a r d i z e d  r e a d i n g  t e s t s ,  a  "uorkbook" 

f o r  s t u d e n t  e x e r c i s e s ,  and  s o  f o r t h .  Moreover ,  t h e  r e a d i n g  p r o c e s s  u a s  

c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  D e p a r t m e n t a l  g u i d e l i n e s  ( B r i t i s h  Columbia 

Depa r tmen t  of  E d u c a t i o n ,  1947 ,  pp. 51 -62 ) .  A v o i d i n g  a  n a r r o u  p h o n i c s  

emphas i s ,  t h e  series s t r e s s e d  a  u h o l e  n o r d  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  

" r e a d i n g  f o r  p l e a s u r e "  ( c f .  Gray' s " r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e a d i n g "  n o t e d  i n  t h e  



p r o v i n c i a l  Proqramme of S t u d i e s )  and  " r e a d i n g  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n "  ( o r  "work- type  

r e a d i n g " ) .  The f o r m e r  was u sed  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

myth, and c u l t u r a l  t a l e s  w h i l e  t h e  l a t t e r  n a s  u sed  t o  j u s t i f y  c o n t e n t - a r e a  

r e a d i n g .  

L i k e  Gray and  A r b u t h n o t ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  ~ a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  n e r e  

a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  n i t h  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  and  g r a d u a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  nen  v o c a b u l a r y  

and s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  " n o r d  b u r d e n  is t h e  most  common 

d i f f i c u l t y  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  a v e r a g e  o r  nen r e a d e r " .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e y  

g e n e r a t e d  a  " g e n e r a l  scheme o f  p r o g r e s s i o n  i n  n o r d  bu rden ,  s e n t e n c e  s t r u c t u r e  

and p u n c t u a t i o n "  ( D i c k i e  e t  a l . ,  1957,  p. 21, u n d e r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

"good r e a d e r "  i n  g r a d e s  3  t o  5, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c o u l d  h a n d l e  "one  neu word i n  

25", t h e  " a v e r a g e  r e a d e r  . . . o n e  i n  t h i r t y  f i v e n  and  t h e  " p o o r  r e a d e r  . . . o n e  

i n  f i f t y  f i v e "  ( p .  3 ) .  C o n s e q u e n t l y , .  t h e  g r a d e  3 t e x t  Youns E x ~ l o r e r s  o f f e r e d  

a n  " a v e r a g e  n o r d  b u r d e n n  r a n g i n g  f rom 4 . 3  t o  5 . 4  p e r  page;  t h e  g r a d e  4 r e a d e r  

Gay A d v e n t u r e s  r a n g e d  f rom 5 . 3  t o  7 . 3  ( p p .  4-51. Some a l l o ~ a n c e  n a s  made f o r  

p a s s a g e  t o  p a s s a g e  v a r i a b i l i t y ,  and  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e  commented on t h e  
' 

r e l a t i v e  " d i f f i c u l t y  and  u s e  o f  e a c h  s e l e c t i o n " .  

A s  i n  G r a y ' s  t e x t s ,  " t h e  s e n t e n c e  s t r u c t u r e  and  p u n c t u a t i o n "  were 

" a d a p t e d  t o  t h a t  b e i n g  t a u g h t  t h e  g r a d e  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  c l a s s "  ( p .  3 ) .  But  

D i c k i e ,  Hoodhead, T y n e r  and  R i c k e r  a d d i t i o n a l l y  n o t e d  t h e  k i n d s  o f  p e d a g o g i c a l  

r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t o o  s y s t e m a t i c  c o n t r o l ,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  " i f  t h e  n o r d  b u r d e n  i s  

t o o  l i g h t ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c e a s e s  t o  b e  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  good and  a v e r a g e  

r e a d e r s n  ( p. 3 ) .  T h e r e  is a  c l e a r  r e c o g n i t i o n  h e r e  o f  t h e  p i t f a l l s  o f  

con temporaneous  series, a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  e x c e s s i v e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

l e x i c a l  v a r i a t i o n  of t h e  t e x t  n o u l d  h i n d e r  r e a d e r  m o t i v a t i o n  and  m i g h t  n o t  

c h a l l e n g e  "good and  a v e r a g e "  r e a d e r s .  I n  n h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  a  " g e n e r a l  



p u r p o s e  r e a d e r "  t h e  s o l u t i o n  l a y  i n  t h e  " v a r y i n g  o f  uo rd  burden" .  & 

T h i s  v a r i a t i o n  was t o  b e  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  a  r a n g e  o f  e d i t o r i a l  

s t r a t e g i e s .  F i r s t ,  D i c k i e  e t  a l .  r e f u s e d  t o  " i n t e r f e r e "  w i t h  t h e  " s e n t e n c e  

s t r u c t u r e  and  p u n c t u a t i o n "  o f  p o e t r y ,  p l a y s  and  l i t e r a r y  s t o r i e s .  Though o n l y  

s e g m e n t s  of  e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a r y  works were p r e s e n t e d ,  t h e i r  l e x i c a l ,  s y n t a c t i c ,  

and h e n c e  s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e s  u e r e  l e f t  i n t a c t  s u c h  t h a t  " t h e  p u p i l  meets 

c o n s t a n t l y ,  a s  h e  s h o u l d  do, u i t h  neu  and  a d v a n c e d  fo rms"  ( p p .  2-31. T h e i r  

s econd  s o l u t i o n  u a s  a l i g n e d  u i t h  t h e i r  s t a t e d  i d e o l o g i c a l  m i s s i o n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  

Canad ian  c u l t u r e .  I n  c o n t r o l l e d  " i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p a s s a g e s  and  s t o r i e s  o f  

c u r r e n t  q u a l i t y " ,  t h e y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  " a  c o n t e x t  u h i c h  

m i l l  e n a b l e  him t o  make o u t  i ts  l t h e  new uord '  s l  meaning.  " ( p. 3 ) .  . T h i s  

e n t a i l e d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  i d e n t i f i a b l e  C a n a d i a n  l o c a l e s ,  myths  and  l e g e n d s  

which uou ld  o f f e r  t h e  r e a d e r  a  s e m a n t i c  c o n t e x t  u i t h  u h i c h  t o  a t t a c k  nen  

v o c a b u l a r y .  T h i r d ,  i n  a  l i k e  d e p a r t u r e  f rom c o n v e n t i o n ,  D i c k i e  e t  a l .  

e n c o u r a g e d  t e a c h e r s  t o  t e a c h  t h e  t e x t  i n  a  n o n - l i n e a r  manner. T e a c h e r s  c o u l d ,  

u s i n g  t h e  c h a r t s  of  " a v e r a g e  uo rd  b u r d e n  p e r  page",  move c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h  
L 

c h a p t e r s  " i n  a s c e n d i n g  o r d e r  of  d i f f i c u l t y "  ( p .  5)  a s  a d v o c a t e d  i n  o t h e r  

s e r i e s .  O r  t h e y  r e a d i l y  c o u l d  jump f rom s t o r y  t o  s t o r y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s t u d e n t  

r e a d i n g  compe tence ,  g r o u p i n g ,  o r  i n t e r e s t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t hemes  ( p. 4 ) .  

I n  t h e s e  t h r e e  r e s p e c t s ,  t h e  ~ a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  S e r i e s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  su rmoun t  ~ 

t h e  s e m a n t i c  and  l i t e r a r y  p r o b l e m s  u h i c h  t h e  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  o f  b a s a l  r e a d e r  

l e x i c a l  c o n t e n t  and  s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e  g a v e  rise t o .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  C a n a d i a n  

a u t h o r s  o f  t h i s  series had  i n  mind a  r a n g e  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  

s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e  and  c o n t e n t  n o t  s h a r e d  by t h e i r  U.S. c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  g i v e n  

t h e i r  b r o a d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  i n  e a r l y  

r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Moreover ,  t h e i r  work e v i n c e d  a n  a u a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  v e r y  



p i t f a l l  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  o v e r s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n  of l e a r n i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  namely 

t h e  l o s s  of l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t y  and r e l a t e d  problem of i d e o l o g i c a l  i r r e l e v a n c e .  

The g r a d e  f o u r  r e a d e r ,  Younq E x D ~ o ~ ~ ~ s  ( D i c k i e  e t  a l . ,  1947b3 was 420 

pages  long,  c o n s i s t i n g  of 123 s t o r i e s ,  poems and a r t i c l e s ,  n i t h  a  D i c t i o n a r y ,  

"word l i s t " ,  and a  l i s t i n g  of p r o s e  s e l e c t i o n s  " i n  o r d e r  of vocabu la ry  and 

concep t  d i f f i c u l t y "  ( p .  i x ) .  The p i e c e s  a r e  a r r a y e d  i n  n i n e  t h e m a t i c  

s e c t i o n s :  "Canada i s  Our Country" ,  "Good C i t i z e n s " ,  "Round t h e  F a i r y  Ring", 

"Animal F r iends" ,  "Good Neighbors",  "The Horkers",  "Horkers '  Helpers" ,  

"Skynays", and "Out of  Doors". Canadian a u t h o r s  a r e  b r o a d l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  

th roughout ,  i n c l u d i n g  Myles, Benson, Connor, Moorhouse, and Hoodhead h i m s e l f .  

These a r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  more t r a d i t i o n a l  works by Longfellow, Hi lne ,  

Carmen, t h e  B r o t h e r s  G r i m m ,  Anderson, Stevenson,  Rober t s ,  Lowell and Grahame. 

A s  noted,  " l i t e r a r y  works", l i k e  L o n g f e l l o ~ i ' s  "Hianatha" ,  and Andersen ' s  

" P r i n c e s s  and t h e  Swineherd" a r e  p r e s e n t e d  e x c e r p t e d  b u t  uned i t ed .  

Younq E x D ~ o ~ ~ ~ s  t h u s  o f f e r s  a  v a r i e g a t e d  s e t  of p o s s i b l e  worlds  and 

meanings f o r  9 t o  1 0  y e a r  o l d  r e a d e r s .  R e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  Curr iculum Foundat ion 
C 

S e r i e s  t e x t s  used i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia were i n t e n d e d  f o r  g r a d e s  1 and 2 (6 and 

7  yea r -o ld  r e a d e r s )  and t h a t  G r a y ' s  t e x t s  i n c r e m e n t a l l y  developed more complex 

l e x i s ,  s y n t a x  and s e m a n t i c s .  None the less ,  a l l  of  t h e  mu1 t i n a  t i o n a l  t e x t s  

l a c k e d  t h a t  c r u c i a l  i n g r e d i e n t  n o t e d  by Quance, D i c k i e  and t h e  a fo rement ioned  

c r i t i c s  of U.S. c u r r i c u l a :  c o n t e x t  and c o n t e n t  mean ingfu l  t o  Canadian 

c h i l d r e n .  H h i l e  i t  c o u l d  be  a rgued  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  Dick and 

Jane t e x t s  and D i c k i e ' s  s e r i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  d i f f e r i n g  deve lopmenta l  

o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  t h e  f a c t  r e m a i n s  t h a t  t h e  two p r i o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  of r e a d i n g  

t e x t b o o k s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia s c h o o l s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Readers  and t h e  

Hishroads  t o  Reading series, i n t r o d u c e d  c h i l d r e n  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o l k  t a l e s ,  



E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  and Engl ish-Canadian c o n t e n t  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p r imer  and 

p re -p r imer  l e v e l s .  

The Canadian Parade  Readers  - l i k e  t h e i r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  I r i s h ,  O n t a r i o  and 

B r i t i s h  Columbia p r e d e c e s s o r s  - began by f o r e g r o u n d i n g  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  and 

ideology.  I n  t h e  i n i t i a l  p a s s a g e  of Youncr E x D ~ o ~ ~ ~ s ,  "Canada i s  Our Country",  

t h e  a u t h o r s  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  "Canada i s  a  good c o u n t r y  f o r  boys and g i r l s ,  The 

s u n s h i n e  is b r i g h t .  The a i r  is f r e s h  and c l e a r  . . . ". Here c h i l d r e n  

encoun te red  a  form of d i r e c t  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  n o t  found i n  any of  t h e  

imported series. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  l o c a t i n g  t h e  r e a d e r s  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  n a t i o n a l  

c o n t e x t ,  t h e  t e x t  s t a t e s  e x p l i c i t l y  t o  i ts  r e a d e r s  a  normat ive  agenda of 

i n d u s t r i a l  and s o c i a l  a d a p t a t i o n :  

There  is a l s o  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of  work t o  do he re .  Canada needs  h e r  boys 
and g i r l s .  Everywhere i n  Canada t h e r e  a r e  boys and g i r l s  abou t  your  
age. They go  t o  s c h o o l  and work and p l a y  j u s t  a s  you do. L e t  u s  go 
t o  s e e  what t h e y  a r e  doing.  ( p. 1 )  

A s  w i t h  Dick and Jane ,  t h e  c h i l d  r e a d e r  n a s  t o  see h e r / h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  t e x t .  

The e n s u i n g  p o r t r a i t u r e  r o u l d  n o t  p r e s e n t  a n  i m a g i n a r y  E v e r y c h i l d  from 

Anytonn, North  America. The p u r p o s e  of t h i s  t e x t  r a s  t o  p o r t r a y  honever  L 

. i d e a l i s t i c a l l y  and p r e s c r i p t i v e 1  y  a  r a n g e  of c h i l d r e n '  s e x p e r i e n c e s ,  E n g l i s h -  

Canadian, French-Canadian and f o r e i g n .  Readers  r e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  J i l l  and 

Angus Maclean, Eng l i sh -Canad ians  c h i l d r e n  r h o  go  f i s h i n g  n i t h  French-Canadian 

Gaston and h i s  f a t h e r  Henri;  Rura l  Q u e b e c o i s  J u l i ,  Henr i  and P e t i t  Jean;  J i m  

and J o e  Sandford ,  e a s t e r n  Canadian c h i l d r e n  h o l i d a y i n g  i n  Niagara;  Barbara  and 

Ted v i s i t i n g  Manitoba; A l b e r t a n  "Speed" Cannon i n  a  r o p i n g  c o n t e s t ;  and a  h o s t  

of o t h e r s  engaged i n  s u i t a b l y  c i v i c  and i n d u s t r i a l  l e a r n i n g  and ' d o i n g ' .  

Notab le  h e r e  is t h e  manner i n  n h i c h  t h e  t e x t - u t i l i z e s  bo th  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  and d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  l o c a t e  - g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y  



t h e  r e a d e r .  Though t h e  t e x t  n a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  u s i n g  t h e  T h o r n d i k e  Twenty 

Thousand Uord Book, d i r e c t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  C a n a d i a n  l o c a l e s  a r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  

t h r o u g h o u t .  C i t i e s  men t ioned  i n c l u d e  Vancouver,  M o n t r e a l ,  N i a g a r a ,  C a l g a r y ,  

Shady Creek ,  U inn ipeg ,  B a n f f ,  L y t t o n ,  Ya le  and  L i l l o e t ;  p r o v i n c e s  n o t e d  

i n c l u d e  Mani toba ,  O n t a r i o ,  A l b e r t a  and  Quebec.  A s  a  t e x t  a d o p t e d  i n  A l b e r t a  

and B r i t i s h  Columbia and  w r i t t e n  by e d u c a t o r s  n o r k i n g  i n  t h o s e  p r o v i n c e s ,  The 

Canad ian  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  n o t  o n l y  e x p r e s s  "Canad ian"  c o n t e n t ,  b u t  a  

d i s t i n c t i v e l y  n e s t e r n  p r o v i n c i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  S p e c i f i c  l o c a l i t i e s  f a m i l i a r  t o  

n e s t e r n  C a n a d i a n  c h i l d r e n  l i k e  Hel l ' s  Ga te ,  Lake Kamloops, t h e  E r a s e r  Canyon, 

and  t h e  McLeod R i v e r  p r o v i d e  s t o r y  s e t t i n g s .  I n  l a t e r  c h a p t e r s  t h e s e  l o c a l e s  

a r e  augmented n i t h  s t o r i e s  s e t  i n  B r a z i l ,  E l  S a l v a d o r ,  "Cathay" ,  Ho l l and ,  

F rance ,  t h e  Midd le  E a s t ,  Babylon ,  and  "Buckingham P a l a c e " .  The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  and  demograph ic  d e i x i s  is t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  is a w a r e  t h a t  s / h e  is  

moving f rom o n e  l o c a l e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  f rom o n e  time p e r i o d  t o  a n o t h e r .  

T h r e e  m a j o r  sets o f  t h e m e s  emerge  i n  Youns E x ~ l o r e r s :  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  

Canad ian  c h i l d r e n  a t  n o r k  and  p l a y ;  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c h i l d r e n  f rom 

o t h e r  c u l t u r e s ;  f o l k  t a l e s ,  my ths  and  l e g e n d s ;  a n d  c o n t e n t - a r e a  t e x t s  l i n k e d  

t o  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  and  s c i e n c e  c u r r i c u l a  ( e .  g . ,  a  ser ies  o f  poems and  s t o r i e s  

a b o u t  modes o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a  poem a b o u t  s h i p p i n g  and  t r a d e ,  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  

p r i m a r y  r e s o u r c e - b a s e d  economic  a c t i ~ i t i e s ) ~  The f o l k  t a l e s  i n c l u d e d  European  

f a i r y  t a l e s ,  B i b l i c a l  t a l e s ,  C a n a d i a n  I n d i a n  l e g e n d s  and  a n  American t a l e  o f  

"Young Tad L i n c o l n " .  The c o l l e c t i o n  set o u t ,  t h e n ,  t o  p u t  c h i l d r e n  i n  t o u c h  

w i t h  a s p e c t s  of  a  modern Anglo-Canadian/Protestant s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n .  The 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  key  t e x t s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n  is 

augmented by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and  t h e m e s  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

Canad ian  c h i l d r e n .  



4 . 2 .  C u l t u r a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  i n d i v i d u a l  e n t e r p r i s e  

Ahat f o l l o n s  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  trio s t o r i e s :  "Dutchy Becomes a  

Canadian"  a n d  " B o o t s  a r e  Very Groun Up i n  Quebec".  They a r e  n o m i n a l l y  a b o u t  

Canad ian  c h i l d r e n ,  y e t  t h e y  d i s c u s s  t n o  i d e n t i f i a b l e  g r o u p s  n h i c h  compr i sed  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  s egmen t  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  s c h o o l  a g e  p o p u l a c e  d e f i n i t e l y  e x c l u d e d  

from t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  U.S. series: p o s t w a r  m i g r a n t  c h i l d r e n  and  F rench -  

Canad ian  c h i l d r e n .  Both  n e r e  n r i t t e n  e x p r e s s l y  f o r  t h e  t e x t b o o k :  n e i t h e r  was 

among t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  l i t e r a r y  t e x t s  l e f t  l e x i c a l l y  and  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  

i n t a c t .  A s  i n  p r e v i o u s  a n a l y s e s ,  t h e  r e a d i n g  moves f rom a  s t o r y  grammar 

o u t l i n e  t o  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  d i s c u r s i v e  fo rm and 

i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t ,  and  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s  i m p l i e d  by t h e  n a r r a t i v e .  

F i r s t ,  "Dutchy  Becomes A Canadian" ,  f rom t h e  "Good C i t i z e n s "  s e c t i o n  o f  Younq 

E x v l o r e r s ,  i s  c o n s i d e r e d .  

A t  G a r r y  s c h o o l ,  B e i n r i c h ,  a  g r a d e  6 Dutch  i m m i g r a n t  s t u d e n t  k n o ~ n  a s  
"Dutchy",  s t a n d s  d r e s s e d  i n  Dutch  c l o t h i n g  " a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  
c rond" ;  h e  is q u i e t ,  d e t a c h e d  and  g e n e r a l l y  a l i e n a t e d  f rom t h e  o t h e r  
Canad ian  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  ( s e t t i n g ) .  T ry  o u t s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  s p e e d  
s k a t i n g  r a c e s  a r e  announced  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t )  ; Roger ,  " c a p t a i n  o f  
t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  hockey  team" and  Dutchy v o l u n t e e r  ( i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e ) .  L 

Dutchy b e a t s  Roge r  i n  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r i e s  and  n i n s  t h e  p r a i s e  and  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  c l a s s m a t e s  ( a t t e m p t / c o n s e q u e n c e ) .  Roger,  Dutchy 
and t u o  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  c h o s e n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  c i t y  
r e l a y  r a c e s  ( c o n s e q u e n c e ) ,  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  t h e  C i t y  Arena ( s e t t i n g ) ;  
Roger  is t o  r a c e  t h i r d  and  Dutchy t h e  f i n a l  l e g .  Dutchy e x c h a n g e s  
h i s  e t h n i c  g a r b  f o r  a  s c h o o l  s w e a t e r  n h i c h ,  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y ,  d o e s n ' t  
q u i t e  f i t  r i g h t  ( i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e / m e t a p h o r ) .  The r a c e  b e g i n s  
( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t ) .  Roge r  t r i p s  and  f a l l s  ( a t t e m p t )  ; Roger  c r a w l s  on  
t h e  i ce  t o  r e a c h  Dutchy  ( c o n s e q u e n c e ) ,  nho b e g i n s  t h e  f i n a l  l e g  o f  
t h e  r a c e  f a r  b e h i n d  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  ( a t t e m p t ) .  Dutchy  i m a g i n e s  . 
h i m s e l f  r a c i n g  p a s t  w i n d m i l l s  and  c a n a l s  ( i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e )  b u t  
t h e n ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  h e  is  i n  Canada and  t h a t  " h e  must  n i n  h i s  p l a c e  
a s  a  C a n a d i a n  a n a y  f rom h i s  C a n a d i a n  s c h o o l  mates" ,  n i n s  t h e  r a c e  
( m a j o r  c o n s e q u e n c e ) .  Dutchy  i s  a c c e p t e d ,  " thumped on  t h e  back  by h i s  
teammates"  ( r e a c t i o n ) .  "NOR h e  mas o n e  o f  them; now h e  n a s  a  
Canadian"  ( d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n  by n a r r a t o r ) .  

Commentary: "Dutchy  Becomes a  Canadian"  is a  d e n s e l y  l a y e r e d  p a r a b l e .  L i k e  



many o t h e r  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  r e a d e r ,  ' r e a l  l i f e '  c o n f l i c t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  and  t h e  

p r o t a g o n i s t  i s  f o r c e d  t o  overcome s u c c e s s i v e  problems:  s p e a k i n g  o u t  t o  

v o l u n t e e r ,  b e a t i n g  Roger ,  r e c o v e r i n g  f rom and  c o m p e n s a t i n g  f o r  R o g e r ' s  f a l l ,  

and  f i n a l l y ,  and  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  c o n t e n d i n g  n i t h  h i s  onn  f a n t a s y .  Each 

i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e  --> a t t e m p t  --> c o n s e q u e n c e  s e q u e n c e  f o r m s  a  m e t a p h o r i c  

h u r d l e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  h i s  a s s i m i l a t e d  i d e n t i t y :  Dutchy d e f e a t s  t h e  

a r c h e t y p a l  C a n a d i a n  c h i l d  ( " c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  hockey  team") a t  a  C a n a d i a n  

n a t i o n a l  s p o r t ;  h e  r e c e i v e s  and  n e a r s  t h e  i l l - f i t t i n g  s c h o o l  s n e a t e r  

" p r o u d l y n ,  " l i k e  a  K i n g ' s  robe" .  T h i s  u s e  o f  s i m i l e  u n d e r l i n e s  t h e  message  of  

c u l t u r a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  h e  a c h i e v e s  h e r o  s t a t u s  b e f o r e  C a n a d i a n  

c h e e r l e a d e r s  i n  a  c i v i c  e v e n t  a f t e r  h a v i n g  compensa t ed  p u b l i c l y  f o r  a  Canad ian  

c h i l d ' s  m i s t a k e .  Th roughou t  a n  e x p l i c i t l y  j u d g e m e n t a l  n a r r a t o r  s i g n a l s  t h e  

r e a d e r  t h a t  t h i s  i s  more p a r a b l e  t h a n  s i m p l e  s c h o o l y a r d  t a l e .  

The n a r r a t i v e  t h u s  p o r t r a y s  i n  microcosm t h e  v e r y  a s s i m i l a t i o n  p r o c e s s  o f  

p o s t n a r  European  m i g r a n t  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  m a i n s t r e a m  C a n a d i a n  c u l t u r e .  And 

d e s p i t e  ' o l d  n o r l d '  t r a p p i n g s  - Dutchy n e a r s  "heavy  Dutch  s k a t e s  w i t h  t h e i r  

l o n g  c u r l i n g  ends"  - t h e  m i g r a n t  c h i l d  emerges  v i c t o r i o u s .  The s p o i l s  a r e  

a c c e p t a n c e  by p e e r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  community and  by s e l f  a s  a n  a u t h e n t i c  C a n a d i a n  

c h i l d .  T h i s  is i n d e e d  a  t a l e  o f  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  s e t  ( a n d  s u b t l y  n o n - n e g o t i a b l e )  

s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s  and  c u l t u r a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  o f  "p rob lem s o l v i n g  b e h a v i o r " ,  

t o  p a r a p h r a s e  D i c k i e .  

I t  is t h e  l a t t e r  a c c e p t a n c e  which  is  most  c u r i o u s :  t h e  n a r r a t o r i a l  v o i c e  

e x p l i c i t l y  d e s c r i b e s  D u t c h y ' s  i n n e r  m e n t a l  s t a t e ,  a n d  n h a t  emerges  is  a n .  

i n t e r n a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n f l i c t  o v e r  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y .  D u t c h y ' s  f i n a l  

a t t e m p t / c o n s e q u e n c e  f o c u s s e s  o n  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p rob lem g e n e r a t e d  ~ i t h i n  t h e  

s e l f ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  mere p h y s i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  o b s t a c l e .  The r a c e  i t s e l f  is  



e p i p h a n i c :  D u t c h y ' s  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  he  i s  n o t  i n  H o l l a n d  b u t  i n  Canada 

e n a b l e s  him t o  n i n  t h e  c o n t e s t  and ,  hence ,  t o  r e c o n c i l e  h i s  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  

c r i s i s .  T h i s  s i g n a l s  t h a t  t h e  problem o f  c u l t u r e  s h o c k  and  a s s i m i l a t i o n  

l a r g e l y  rests i n  t h e  p s y c h i c  s t a t e  o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t  c h i l d ,  f o r  n h i l e  t h e  

Canad ian  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  Dutchy i s  m o d e l l e d ,  no n e g a t i v e  o r  

b l a t a n t l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  b e h a v i o r  emerges .  

To i l l u s t r a t e :  Roger,  t h e  a r c h e t y p a l  C a n a d i a n  boy, i s  b u t  a  c h a r a c t e r  

f o i l .  The r e a d e r  h e a r s  o f  h i s  a c t i o n s  b u t  n e v e r  h e a r s  o r  ( t h o u g h  t h e  

n a r r a t o r )  g a i n s  a n y  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  n h a t  t h e  C a n a d i a n  c h i l d r e n  a r e  t h i n k i n g .  

P i c t o r i a l l y ,  t h e  t e x t  p o r t r a y s  C a n a d i a n  g i r l s  i n  c h e e r l e a d e r  o u t f i t s  e g g i n g  

Dutchy on. They g o s s i p  a b o u t  h i s  v i c t o r y  o v e r  Roger ,  b u t  t h e y  t o o  a r e  

c a r d b o a r d  p o r t r a y a l s .  The f o c u s  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  t h e n ,  i s  n o t  on  t h e  Canad ian  

c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  m i g r a n t  c h i l d  b u t  o n  h i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b a t t l e  t o  

n i n  a c c e p t a n c e .  T h i s  message  is r e i t e r a t e d  f i g u r a t i v e l y  by t h e  r i t u a l  

" thumping  o n  t h e  back" and  l i t e r a l l y  by t h e  n a r r a t o r ' s  d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n .  

Agreement  n i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  message  n o t n i t h s t a n d i n g ,  

"Dutchy Becomes a  Canad ian"  is  a n  e x e m p l a r  o f  t h e  m u l t i l a y e r e d  s e m a n t i c  . 
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  Canad ian  P a r a d e  s e r i e s .  The m a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  

c o n s i s t s  o f  s u c c e s s i v e  g o a l - f o r m a t i o n s  and  s u b - a t t e m p t s ,  and  p a r t i a l  ou t comes  

which l e a d  t o  f u r t h e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and  s o c i a l  p rob lems .  The n a r r a t o r i a l  

p r e s e n c e  e n a b l e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t ' s  m e n t a l  s t a t e s .  Hence, n o t  

o n l y  d o e s  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e a d e r  e n c o u n t e r  a  series o f  s u b - r e s o l u t i o n s  l e a d i n g  t o  

a  major ,  p r o - s o c i a l  c a t h a r s i s ,  b u t  a s  n e l l  s / h e  e n c o u n t e r s  a  much more complex 

i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  e x p l i c i t l y  p r o j e c t e d  p o s s i b l e  i r o r l d s ' t h a n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

p r i m a r y  t e x t s :  

Hi The a u t h o r s '  n o r l d  



A2 The n a r r a t o r ' s  w o r l d  

8 3 The n a r r a t o r ' s  p r o j e c t e d  i d e a l  s o c i e t y  

A 4 D u t c h y ' s  n o r l d  v i e n  

A5 The p o r t r a y e d  C a n a d i a n  c h i l d r e n ' s  a n d  t e a c h e r ' s  w o r l d  v i e n  

W6 The  r e a d e r ' s  a c t u a l  n o r l d  a s  a s s u m e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  

A7 The r e a d e r ' s  a c t u a l  n o r l d  

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  is a n  u n m i s t a k a b l e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s '  p o i n t  o f  v i e n  n i t h  

t h a t  of t h e  n a r r a t o r ,  h e n c e  A1 = 112. I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  b u t  

e g a l i t a r i a n  ( v i z . ,  a s s i m i l a t i o n i s t )  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  n a r r a t o r  i s  a l s o  h e l d  

by t h e  a u t h o r s .  N o t a b l y  t h e  a u t h o r / n a r r a t o r  d o e s  n o t  a s s u m e  a n y  i m m e d i a t e  

i d e n t i t y  b e t n e e n  t h e  n o r l d  v i e n  o f  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t  a n d  t h e  ~ 0 r l d  v i e w  o f  t h e  

r e a d e r  ( A 4  # H6). T h i s  s t o r y  i s  a b o u t  t h e  s o c i a l  o t h e r  t h e  r e a d e r  e n c o u n t e r s  

i n  a n  a c t u a l  s c h o o l  s e t t i n g .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  i s  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  D u t c h y  

d o e s  see t h e  n o r l d  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  t h a t  A4 # 1 5  o r  1 6 .  M o r e o v e r ,  n h i l e  t h e i r  - 
s t a t e d  i n t e n t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  D i c k i e  e t  a l .  h o p e d  t h a t  H5 = A6 = A7, t h a t  t h e  

r e a d e r s  mould see t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  p o r t r a y e d ,  t h e r e  

r e m a i n s  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  some c h i l d r e n  - i n  t h i s  c a s e  m i g r a n t  . 
c h i l d r e n  - a c t u a l l y  d o  c o n c e i v e  o f  t h e  n o r l d  n i t h  d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  

r e f e r e n t s .  Upon c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  h o n e v e r ,  t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  i s  

o v e r r i d d e n  by t h e  c o n f l a t i o n  o f  A4 n i t h  A5 a n d  A6 n i t h i n  t h e  i d e a l  p o s s i b l e  

n o r l d ,  r a c i a l 1  y  i n t e g r a t e d  a n d  h a r m o n i o u s  ( E n g l i s h )  C a n a d a  ( H3). T h r o u g h  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  " e n t e r p r i s e "  - t h e  s k a t i n g  r a c e  a s  s c h o o l - b a s e d ,  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  

a c t i v i t y  - D u t c h y  h a s  l e a r n e d  t o  a d a p t  a n d  a d j u s t .  

The  r e a d e r  t h u s  i s  l e d  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t ,  h a v i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  a n d  

s y m b o l i c a l l y  "become a  C a n a d i a n " ,  D u t c h y  n i l 1  non  s h a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  

a s p i r a t i o n s ,  c o m p e t e n c e s  a n d  k n o n l e d g e s  n i t h  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .  Even   dutch^, 



who h a s  a l t e r e d  h i s  m e n t a l  p r o j e c t i o n s  t o  f i t  C a n a d i a n  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  s h a r e s  

t h i s  e g a l i t a r i a n  i d e a l .  I n  o t h e r  n o r d s ,  t o  n i n  t h e  r a c e  and  t h e r e b y  

a c c e p t a n c e ,  Dutchy h a s  s a c r i f i c e d  A4 f o r  H5 - h e  h a s  r e l i n q u i s h e d  t h e  r e a l i t y  

o f  c u l t u r a l  o t h e r n e s s  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  and  t o  ' s u c c e e d '  i n  t h i s  

nen c u l t u r e .  An a t t e n d a n t ,  y e t  e x t r e m e l y  s u b t l e ,  c o n f l a t i o n  a l s o  o c c u r s  n i t h  

t h e  s t o r y ' s  r e s o l u t i o n :  t h e  i n i t i a l  c o n f l i c t - l a d e n  s i t u a t i o n  is t r a n s f o r m e d  

i n t o  t h e  a u t h o r / n a r r a t o r l s  i d e a l  Canad ian  s o c i e t y  r e a l i z e d  f o r  a l l .  Through 

t h e  o m n i s c i e n t  and  i n t e r p r e t i n g  n a r r a t o r  (A21,  t h e  t e x t  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h a t  

i n d e e d  A1 = A3 = A4 = A5 = A6. The g r e a t e r  d i d a c t i c  p r e s u m p t i o n  i s  t h a t  A7 

m i g h t / n i l l  c h a n g e  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h a t  i n  f u t u r e  C a n a d i a n  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n / s t u d e n t  

r e a d e r s  n i l 1  b e  more p r o n e  t o  a c c e p t  m i g r a n t  c h i l d r e n  and  t h a t  m i g r a n t  

c h i l d r e n  p i l l  make t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a d j u s t m e n t  t o  become Canad ians .  

I n  t h i s  nay,  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  message  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  is  

p r i m a r i l y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t  i s  encoded  i n  t h e  s t o r y  grammar 

and  l i t e r a r y  s t y l i s t i c s .  The m u l t i p l e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  g o a l  --> 

a t t e m p t  --> c o n s e q u e n c e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  p a r a l l e l s  a n  i n t e r i o r  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e  which  o c c u r s  w i t h i n ,  and  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  . 
and s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  a  c o r r e l a t i v e  manner, t h e  c a t h a r s i s , .  t h e  ' h a p p y  

end ing '  and  mora l  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  a r e  c o n t i n g e n t  on  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a c t ,  t h e  

s a c r i f i c e  o f  D u t c h y ' s  e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y .  The s y m b o l i c  s h e d d i n g  o f  c l o t h i n g ,  o f  

f a n t a s i e s ,  and  o f  i l l u s i o n s  is  c o n f i r m e d  by. t h e  r i t u a l  " thumping"  and  

c h a n t i n g .  

Hhat  i s  n o t a b l e  a b o u t  t h e  s t o r y  is t h a t  i t  d o e s  t a c k l e  e x p l i c i t l y  t h e  

n e i g h t y  p o s t w a r  s o c i a l  p rob lem o f  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers  o f  m i g r a n t  c h i l d r e n  i n  

Canad ian  s c h o o l s ,  i m p l y i n g  t h e  p rob lem o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and o s t r a c i z a t i o n .  

Beyond i ts  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a d d r e s s  a  c o n t e n t i o u s  p o s t w a r  s o c i a l  i s s u e ,  "Dutchy  



Becomes a  Canadian" d i f f e r s  from t h e  a fo rement ioned  Dick and J a n e  t y p e  r e a d e r s  

i n  t h a t  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  f o r  r e a d e r s  a  u o r l d  view and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s e n s i b i l i t y  

which i s  e x p l i c i t l y  ' o t h e r '  t o  i ts  i n t e n d e d  a u d i e n c e  of s t u d e n t  r e a d e r s .  

The l i t e r a r y  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  t e x t  f u r t h e r m o r e  u n d e r l i n e s  t h e  t e x t ' s  

d i d a c t i c  f u n c t i o n :  a  r i t u a l i z e d  v i c a r i o u s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  f a m i l i a r  a c t i v i t y  

i s  i n v i t e d .  Granted,  t h e  l a y e r i n g  of c o n f l i c t s  and s u b c o n f l i c t s ,  and t h e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  a n  i d e n t i f i a b l y  f o r e i g n  p r o t a g o n i s t  might e n a b l e  c o n f l i c t i n g  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  l i t e r a l  and r e p e t i t i v e  t e x t s  of t h e  Dick and 

J a n e  s e r i e s .  The chance  of " p r a g m a t i c  a c c i d e n t "  on t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  

r a c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  i n t o l e r a n c e  ( o r  i n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  migran t  c h i l d  r e a d e r ,  

a c t u a l  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e )  might  c a u s e  h im/her  t o  t a k e  i s s u e  r i t h  t h e  

n a r r a t o r ,  uho a t  l e a s t  is p r e s e n t  and t h e r e b y  c r i t i c i z a b l e .  But, a s  i n  Gray 

and A r b u t h n o t ' s  t e x t s ,  t h e  d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n  is u n i v o c a l  and unambiguous. 

The Engl ish-Canadian c h i l d  r e a d e r  i s  s t e e r e d  t o r a r d s  a  r i t u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

a  f a m i l i a r  form of s o c i a l  bonding w i t h  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t ,  and t h e r e b y  towards  an  

a p p r o p r i a t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  nay t h e  t e x t  a t t e m p t s  t o  p u l l  t h e  

r e a d e r ' s  r e a l  ~ 0 r l d  (A71 i n t o  a l i g n m e n t  n i t h  t h e  p o r t r a y e d  wor lds  and u i t h  t h e ,  

a u t h o r s '  no rmat ive  i d e o l o g i c a l  n o r l d  view. 

T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Youns E x o l o r e r s :  

semant ic  c h o i c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  a s  a  consequence of a  n i d e r  

s e l e c t i o n  of  p o r t r a y e d  c h a r a c t e r s ,  e a s i l y  marked and i d e n t i f i a b l e  s e t t i n g s ,  a  

more complex s t o r y  grammar, and t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  

c h a r a c t e r s '  menta l  s t a t e s  by t h e  n a r r a t o r .  A 1 1  of  t h i s  demands t h e  

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  r e a d e r  n o t  j u s t  i n  i n f e r r i n g  t h e  outcome (happy  e n d i n g s  

abound) b u t  a s  n e l l  i n  i n f e r r i n g  t h e  menta l  s t a t e s  of  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  I n  t h i s  

r e g a r d ,  t h e  t e x t  t h r o u g h  a  more complex s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e  i n v i t e s  



i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  p o r t r a y e d  m o t i v a t i o n  and a c t i o n  more e x p l i c i t l y  t h a n  t e x t s  

l i k e  Fun n i t h  D ick  and  J a n e .  Yet t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  f o r e c a s t  i s  o v e r r i d d e n  by 

t h e  u n i v o c a l  d i d a c t i c  r e i t e r a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  n h i c h  t h e  t e x t  r e a s s e r t s  i t s  c l a i m s  

on  n h a t  n i l l  c o u n t  a s  a  v a l i d  outcome and  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

A s  n o t e d ,  t h e  t e x t  n a s  a d o p t e d  f o r  u s e  p r i m a r i l y  i n  E n g l i s h  Canada. The 

s t o r y  " B o o t s  Are Very Gronn-Up i n  Quebec"  o f f e r s  a n o t h e r  p o r t r a y a l  o f  n h a t  f o r  

B r i t i s h  Columbia and  A l b e r t a  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  n o u l d  h a v e  been  a  s o c i a l  o t h e r .  

I t  t o o  t a k e s  a n  e x p l i c i t l y  d i d a c t i c ,  p a r a b l e - l i k e  form. 

On a  r u r a l  Quebec  f a r m  ( s e t t i n g ) ,  c h i l d r e n  H e n r i  and  J u l i  n i s h  f o r  
t h e i r  new b o o t s  and  h a t s  ( g o a l ) .  Papa J e a n  h a s  s l i p p e d  by t h e  b a r n  
door ,  t n i s t i n g  h i s  l e g  and  c u t t i n g  h i s  f o o t  ( i n i t i a t i n g  e v e n t ) ;  Mama 
J e a n  h a s  t a k e n  him t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  o n  t h e i r  t n o  a h e e l  c a r t .  Non 
H e n r i  and  J u l i  n i l l  h a v e  t o  t a k e  on  d a i l y  a d u l t  l a b o u r  ( s u b g o a l ) ,  
t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e i r  f a r m  m i l k  t o  t o m  t o  e x c h a n g e  f o r  goods  and  
s u p p l i e s  ( p l a n ) .  They r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e i r  h o p e s  f o r  nen  b o o t s ,  and  a  
nen h a t  a r e  now dashed ,  a s  money n i l l  be l a c k i n g  ( i n t e r n a l  r e s p o n s e ) .  
H e n r i ,  J u l i  and  d o g  Bobo h i t c h  u p  t h e  c a r t  t o  g o  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  
( a t t e m p t  1 ) ;  Bobo c a n n o t  p u l l  t h e  heavy c a r t  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  
1  / s u b p r o b l e m  1 )  ; H e n r i  and  J u l i  push  t h e  c a r t  t o  g e t  i t  moving a g a i n  
( c o n s e q u e n c e  Z / r e s o l u t i o n  o f  s u b p r o b l e m  1 ) .  R e a c h i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e  
( c o n s e q u e n c e  3 t o  a t t e m p t  11 ,  t h e y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  u n l o a d  t h e  c a r t  
( c o n s e q u e n c e  4 / s u b p r o b l e m  2 ) ;  "Old Lou i s ,  t h e  n o o d c a r v e r n  h e l p s  them 
u n l o a d  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  S / r e s o l u t i o n  t o  s u b p r o b l e m  2 ) .  The c h i l d r e n  
o r d e r  t h e  goods ,  r e t u r n i n g  home ( c o n s e q u e n c e  S / r e s o l u t i o n  t o  m a j o r  
a t t e m p t  1 ) .  Mother  r e t u r n s  f r o m  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  i n f o r m i n g  them t h a t  
Papa n i l l  b e  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  a  neek  ( c o n s e q u e n c e  6 ) .  Papa J e a n  
r e t u r n s  n i t h  nen  b o o t s  f o r  H e n r i ,  a  new h a t  f o r  J u l i ,  a  p i n k  d r e s s  
f o r  p e t i t e  Mar ie ,  and  a  bone  f o r  Bobo ( c o n s e q u e n c e  7 / r e s o l u t i o n  t o  
m a j o r  g o a l ) .  

Commentary: The a s s u m p t i o n  o f  r e a l  a d u l t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i s  f o r e g r o u n d e d  h e r e  

a s  a  c o n s t i t u e n t  p a r t  o f  deve lopmen t .  The c h i l d r e n  are f o r c e d  o u t  i n t o  t h e  

community by a c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n  n h i c h  h a s  g e n e r a t e d  a  d i s e q u i l i b r i u m  i n  

t h e i r  f a m i l y .  F o l l o n i n g  D i c k i e ' s  n o t i o n  of  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  . a r e  

p o r t r a y e d  i n  a  m u r t i p l e  l o n g  and  s h o r t  term g o a l  --> a t t e m p t  s e q u e n c e  n h i c h  

r e q u i r e s  l e a r n i n g  sua "p rob lem s o l v i n g "  and  p e r s e v e r a n c e .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  

s t o r y  grammar mode l s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  v e r s i o n  o f  g o a l - s e e k i n g  human 



i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  and  s o c i a l  a d a p t a t i o n  f a v o r e d  by P r o g r e s s i v e s .  Hence, a s  

w i t h  D u t c h y ' s  p o r t r a y a l  and  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  ser ies ,  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

l e s s o n s  ( e. g. , how c h i l d r e n  l i v e  and  c o p e  i n  Quebec ,  l o y a l t y  t o  f a m i l y ,  t h e  

work e t h i c )  a r e  accompanied  w i t h  a  d e e p e r  message  a b o u t  i n g e n u i t y  and  problem- 

s o l v i n g .  A t  a n o t h e r  l e v e l ,  r e a d e r s  l e a r n  t h a t  e v e n  w i t h i n  a  c u l t u r a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t ,  c e r t a i n  u n i v e r s a l s  a b o u t  c h i l d  d e v e l o p m e n t  and  l e a r n i n g ,  

human i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  and  n e e d s  a r e  a s s e r t e d .  

I n  t h i s  c a s e  however t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  s i m p l y  r e h e a r s i n g  a d u l t  r o l e s  

by c h o i c e ,  o r  m o d e l l i n g  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  p a t t e r n s  o f  p l ay :  

f i c t i o n a l  v e r s i o n s  o f  r e a l  p r o b l e m s  and  c o n f l i c t s  a r e  a t  work. P h y s i c a l  

i n j u r y  t o  t h e  ma le  head  o f  f a m i l y  is  t h e  c a t a l y s t  f o r  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  and  t h e  

p o v e r t y  and  t h e  a u s t e r i t y  o f  r u r a l  l i f e ,  n h i l e  r o m a n t i c i z e d  t o  some e x t e n t ,  

a r e  n o t  a v o i d e d .  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  p o v e r t y  i s  i m p l i e d  t h r o u g h o u t :  t h e  f a m i l y  is  

d e p i c t e d  e a t i n g  " c o l d  b r e a k f a s t " ;  t h e  c h i l d r e n  must  assume t h e s e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o r  t h e r e  n i l 1  b e  d i s a s t r o u s  economic  r a m i f i c a t i o n s .  

S t e r e o t y p i n g  of  c u l t u r a l l y  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  and  w a n t s  is, o f  c o u r s e ,  i n v o l v e d  

h e r e .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  t o l d  t h a t  " a l l  Quebec  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s "  d e s i r e  nen  b o o t s  and,  

h a t s ,  t h a t  " i n  Quebec b o o t s  show t h a t  a  man ' s  work i s  t o  b e  done",  and  t h a t  

" H a t s  w i t h  t r i m m i n g s  add  t o  t h e  grown u p n e s s  o f  g i r l s " .  But ,  a s  i n  Dutchy'  s 

s t o r y ,  a  r e a l  c o n f l i c t  is p o r t r a y e d ,  b e g e t t i n g  a  p a t t e r n  o f  m u l t i p l e  

a t t e m p t s / r e s o l u t i o n s ,  e a c h  o f  which  i n  t u r n  is  overcome by t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

Summary Comments: I t  c o u l d  be  a r g u e d  - a s  no  d o u b t  many 1 9 5 0 s  d e s i g n e r s  

of  b a s a l  series would - t h a t  t h e  s e m a n t i c  c o m p l e x i t y  h e r e  is a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  

c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  e i g h t  t o  t e n  y e a r - o l d  a g e  g roup ,  and  t h a t  t h e  s i m p l e  s t o r y  

grammars i n  t h e  D ick  and  J a n e  series a r e  i n c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  t h e  m u l t i p l e  

a t t e m p t / r e s o l u t i o n  s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e s e  t e x t s  f o r  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s .  The p o i n t  i s  



indeed  v a l i d ,  inasmuch a s  c h i l d r e n  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  a r e  a b l e  t o  comprehend 

p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more complex s y n t a x e s  of human m o t i v a t i o n  and a c t i o n .  There  i s  

n o n e t h e l e s s  a  ve ry  d i f f e r e n t  approach  t o  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  of t h e  c o n t e x t s ,  

s t r u c t u r e s  and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of human i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  Canadian Parade  

Readers  t h a n  i n  t h e  a fo rement ioned  Curr iculum F o u n d a t i o n s  t e x t s .  

A s  i n  i ts  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  

p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  t h i s  Canadian r e a d i n g  s e r i e s  f o r e g r o u n d s  themes of n a t i o n a l  

i d e o l o g y  and r e g i o n a l  i d e n t i t y .  Eonever s a n i t i z e d ,  t h e  p o r t r a y a l s  of  Canadian 

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h i s  t e x t b o o k  r e f l e c t  a  p r i n c i p a l  t h e m a t i c  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  of 

Canadian l i t e r a t u r e :  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a  h o s t i l e  s o c i a l  and g e o g r a p h i c a l  c l i m a t e .  

The more complex s t o r y  grammars s i g n a l  t o  r e a d e r s  t h a t  l i f e  i s  n o t  c o n f l i c t -  

f r e e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  f r a u g h t  w i t h  bo th  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  and s o c i a l  dangers ,  p i t f a l l s  

and p o t e n t i a l  problems: t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  of t h e , m i g r a n t  c h i l d ,  r u r a l  p o v e r t y  and 

f a m i l y  i l l n e s s ,  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y  t o  l o v e d  o n e s  and p e e r s .  T h i s  Canadian 

Lebenswel t  is n o t  one  of  s i m p l e  a d h e r e n c e  t o  a u t h o r i t y  and law. Nor i s  i t  

l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  c h i l d h o o d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( f o l l o w i n g  Deney and Head) of p l a y  

s i t u a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  r e h e a r s a l  of  a d u l t - l i k e  r o l e s  and b e h a v i o r s .  The 

i n f e r e n c e s  i n v i t e d  by t h e  t e x t  r e q u i r e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  and 

s o c i a l  p rob lem-so lv ing  p r o c e s s e s  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  n h i c h  o f t e n  o c c u r  a g a i n s t  

a r c h e t y p a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  Canadian environment .  

The l i k e s  of Dutchy, Henr i  and J u l i ,  and t h e i r  Engl ish-Canadian 

c o u n t e r p a r t s  do n o t  m i l e  anay t h e i r  time n a t c h i n g  f i r e m e n  i n  a c t i o n ,  w a i t i n g  

f o r  F a t h e r  t o  r e t u r n  from t h e  o f f i c e ,  o r  even  mee t ing  new f r i e n d s  n e x t  door.  

T h e i r  o n t o l o g i c a l  s t a t u s  is  n o t  one of imminence, one  i n  which t h e y  a w a i t  and 

p r a c t i c e  adu l thood ,  b u t  r a t h e r  one of immediate  e x p e r i e n c e  b rough t  a b o u t  

th rough  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  and p h y s i c a l  environment .  C l e a r l y ,  



Dick ie  e t  a l . ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  c l i c h e  of  " l e a r n i n g  t h r o u g h  

e x p e r i e n c e "  had a  d i s t i n c t i v e  Canadian dimension.  D e s p i t e  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of 

t h e  mundane summer v a c a t i o n  and animal  s t o r i e s  n h i c h  p a s s  a s  " h i g h  i n t e r e s t "  

c h i l d r e n ' s  f i c t i o n ,  many s t o r i e s  i n  The Canadian P a r a d e  Readers  f e a t u r e  

v e r s i o n s  of r e a l  c o n f l i c t  n i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  and s o c i a l  environment ,  honever  

s a n i t i z e d .  

The d i d a c t i c  message of many of  t h e s e  s t o r i e s  t h e n  is  n o t  s imply  an 

i d e o l o g i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  of  t h e  v a l u e  of  Canadian i d e n t i t y  and n a t i o n a l i t y .  

Turning t o  t h e  k ind  of  s e m a n t i c  messages  embedded i n  t h e  s t o r y  grammars, i t  is  

obv ious  t h a t  c h i l d r e n ,  b o t h  f i c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r s  and model r e a d e r s  a r e  b e i n g  

t a u g h t  t h e  v a l u e  of s o c i a l  and c o g n i t i v e  autonomy: t o  a n a l y z e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t o  

deve lop  a c t i o n  p l a n s  and t o  modify o r  a d a p t  t h o s e  p l a n s  t o  s u b s e q u e n t  change. 

They a r e  b e i n g  t a u g h t  t h a t  r e n a r d s ,  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  and t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of g o a l s  

a r e  c o n t i n g e n t  on a  s t r a t e g i c  a d m i x t u r e  of s h o r t  and l o n g  term g o a l - s e e k i n g  

a c t i o n .  C o n f l i c t s  n h i c h  a r e  s e e n  t o  r e q u i r e  autonomous and moral b e h a v i o r  a r e  

n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  c h i l d h o o d ' s  e g o c e n t r i c  p r e o c c u p a t i o n s  ( e .  g . ,  a  l o s t  toy ,  a  

s i l l y  d o m e s t i c  p e t ,  o r  mee t ing  nen k i d s  on t h e  b lock)  b u t  r a t h e r  a r e  concerned  6 

n i t h  a d u l t  problems, o f t e n  r e q u i r i n g  d i r e c t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  n i t h  b o t h  n a t u r a l  

and s o c i a l  f o r c e s  beyond immediate  c o n t r o l .  A t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of Henri  and 

J u l i ' s  t a l e ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  had f o r e g o n e  e x p e c t a t i o n  of  e g o c e n t r i c  d e s i r e s  f o r  

m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  c u l t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  o b j e c t s .  I t  is a s  i f  t h e i r  ' f o r g e t t i n g ' ,  

t h e i r  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  immediate  c h i l d l i k e  n a n t s  and t h e i r  s u b s e q u e n t  a s sumpt ion  

of a d u l t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  had l e d  t o  t h e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h o s e  r a n t s .  

' I n  t h e s e  t e x t s  - c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  t h e y  a r e  by a  n a r r a t o r i a l  p r e s e n c e  

which e n a b l e  d e t a i l e d  p o r t r a y a l s ,  s t o r y  grammars n h i c h  b e g e t  m u l t i p l e  

* 
p r o s p e c t s  f o r  " f o r e c a s t i n g "  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  and s p a t i a l  and temporal  



d e n o t a t i o n  which  e n a b l e s  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  s i t u a t e  p o r t r a y e d  p a t t e r n s  o f  

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  - a  complex,  s u b t l e  and  e f f e c t i v e  d i d a c t i c i s m  o c c u r s .  F o r  

t h e y  r e m a i n  t a l e s  o f  a d a p t a t i o n ,  o f  c h i l d r e n  ' f i t t i n g  i n ' ,  a l b e i t  c l e v e r l y ,  t o  

a n  e x t a n t  s o c i a l  o r d e r  and  a  h a r s h  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  The 1 9 4 7  B r i t i s h  

Columbia Prouramme o f  S t u d i e s  f o r  t h e  I n t e r m e d i a t e  G r a d e s  f r a m e s  t h i s  k i n d  o f  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n :  

The s c h o o l  a s s i s t s  t h e  c h i l d  i n  h i s  a d j u s t m e n t  t o  s o c i e t y .  A s  
s o c i e t y  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  c h a n g i n g ,  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  must  be  f l e x i b l e  and  
p r o g r e s s i v e .  The c h i l d  n o t  o n l y  must  make a  t e m p o r a r y  a d j u s t m e n t ,  
b u t  h e  must  a c q u i r e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  r e a d j u s t m e n t .  ( p. 7 )  

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  D i c k i e ' s  n o t i o n  of  " i n d u s t r i a l "  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  

c h i l d  was t o  b e  a s s i s t e d  i n  "making  a d j u s t m e n t s  t o  h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  and,  i t  

may be,  i n  m o d i f y i n g  t h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t  C e m p h a s i s  a d d e d ] "  ( p. 7 ) .  However, t h i s  

t e n s i o n  w i t h i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  be tween  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  " s o c i a l  

s t a b i l i t y "  and  " s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s " ,  b e t r e e n  i n d i v i d u a l  " a d j u s t m e n t "  and  t h e  need  

t o  "modify" t h e  economic  and  s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  n a s  n o t  f u l l y  r e c o n c i l e d  i n  

t h e  t e x t  s e m a n t i c s  of  t h e  C a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  Reade r s .  From Dutchy t o  H e n r i ,  

s o c i a l  a d a p t a t i o n  e n t a i l s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  and  k o r k i n g  r i t h i n  a  p r e e s t a b l i s h e d  

s o c i a l  and  economic  e n v i r o n m e n t .  G o a l - s e e k i n g  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  n i t  and  

i n g e n u k t y  o n  t h e  p a r t s  of  b o t h  f i c t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  and  r e a l  s t u d e n t  r e a d e r s ,  

b u t  h e r e  g o a l s  and  ou tcomes  r e m a i n  n o n - n e g o t i a b l e .  

4 . 3 .  The s e m a n t i c s  o f  b e i n g  C a n a d i a n  

The p o s s i b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  c u l t u r a l  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  o v e r t  i d e o l o g i c a l  

c o n t e n t  o f  U.S. t e x t b o o k s  d i d  n o t  e s c a p e  t h e  g a z e  o f  i n c e a s i n g l y  v o c i f e r o u s  

p o s t w a r  C a n a d i a n  n a t i o n a l i s t s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  b o t h  Q u a n c e ' s  Canad ian  S o e l l e r s  

and t h e  C a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  S e r i e s  u e r e  d e s i g n e d  w i t h  a n  e y e  t o w a r d s  t h e  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  e x p l i c i t  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t .  The d i s s e m i n a t i o n  a  C a n a d i a n  



way o f  l i f e  u a s  a  paramount  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  a n a l y s i s  of  

t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c / t e c h n i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t e x t b o o k  a u t h o r s h i p  and  

c u r r i c u l u m  deve lopmen t ,  i t  u o u l d  seem t h a t  t h e  p i t f a l l s  o f  modern c u r r i c u l u m  - 

n a t i o n a l  c o n t e n t  n o t n i t h s t a n d i n g  - l i e  i n  t h e  v e r y  t e c h n i c a l  form o f  t h e  

modern t e x t b o o k ,  and  t h e  p o s s i b l e  i d e o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  ' c l o s e d '  s e m a n t i c  

s t r u c t u r e s  o n  r e a d e r s h i p .  C e r t a i n 1  y, Quance ,  D i c k i e  e t  a l .  o p e r a t e d  n i  t h i n  a  

t r a d i t i o n  n h i c h  d r e n  s u p p o s i t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  l i t e r a c y  and  t h e  f o r m s  

and p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  p e d a g o g i c a l  t e x t  f rom m a i n s t r e a m  American e d u c a t i o n a l  

r e s e a r c h  and  f rom P r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p h i l o s o p h y .  Honever ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  

c o n s t r u c t e d  n i t h i n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  c o n f i n e s  o f  "word burden" ,  The C a n a d i a n  

P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  u e r e  i d e n t i f i a b l y  more " t r a d i t i o n a l "  i n  l i t e r a r y  o r i e n t a t i o n  

and  n a t i o n a l  i d e o l o g y .  R e p r e s e n t i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  l o c a l e s ,  

v a l u e s ,  myths,  l e g e n d s ,  and  g e n r e s  o f  s h o r t  p o e t r y  and  p r o s e ,  t h e s e  t e x t b o o k s  

r ema ined  a n t h o l o g i e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a  d i s t i n c t ,  i f  somenha t  

f a b r i c a t e d ,  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  

D i c k i e  e x p r e s s e d  a n  i d e n t i f i a b l e  C a n a d i a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  i n  t h e  

series. C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of  l e x i c a l  and  s y n t a c t i c  c o n t r o l  d i d  n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e  b 

b u i l d i n g  o f  f a i r l y  complex  s t o r y  grammars i n  t h o s e  t e x t s  m i t t e n  e x p r e s s l y  f o r  

t h e  t e x t b o o k .  Moreover ,  t h e s e  u e r e  augmented  n i t h  ' u n c o n t r o l l e d '  poems and 

l i t e r a r y  p a s s a g e s .  T h i s  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e n t  i s  a c h i e v e d  n o t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  

a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  l e x i c a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Canad ian  s c e n e s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h r o u g h  b o t h  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  and  t h e  t h e m a t i c  a d d r e s s i n g  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c i a l  and  

economic  c o n c e r n s  ( e . g . ,  Eu ropean  i m m i g r a t i o n ,  e x p a n d i n g  t r a d e  and  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i n k s ,  r u r a l  p o v e r t y )  . 

I n  c o n t r a s t  n i t h  Dick  and  J a n e ' s  i d e a l i z e d  s u b u r b i a ,  t h e -  f i c t i t i o u s  

r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  a r e  i n h a b i t e d  by i d e n t i f i a b l e  



h i s t o r i c a l  and contemporary  c h a r a c t e r s .  I n  t h e  s e r i e s  a s  a  whole, Eng l i sh -  

Canadian c h a r a c t e r s  (modern n o r k e r s  and c h i l d r e n ,  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  Uni ted  Empire 

L o y a l i s t s ,  major  p a s t  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s ,  e tC.1  a r e  i n t e r m i x e d  n i t h  token  

French-Canadians,  Manitoba Cree, European m i g r a n t s .  These s t o r i e s  a l t e r n a t e  

be tneen  Canadian p o r t r a y a l s ,  c h a r a c t e r s  from t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  ( e . g . ,  . . 

Babylonians ,  B i b l i c a l  f i g u r e s ,  f a i r y  t a l e  c h a r a c t e r s )  and more modern 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  "ne ighbors"  ( e .  g . ,  p e a s a n t  L a t i n  Americans, q u a i n t  E a s t e r n  

Europeans, a n a c h r o n i s t i c  Ch inese  of u n d e s i g n a t e d  h i s t o r i c a l  o r i g i n  and, of 

course ,  p a t r i o t i c  Americans).  

Indeed,  a l l  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  p o r t r a y e d  i n  ( a l b e i t  p o s i t i v e )  s t e r e o t y p e s ,  

garbed i n  c u l t u r a l l y  t y p i c a l  c l o t h i n g ,  engag ing  i n  c u l t u r a l l y  t y p i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  e x p r e s s i n g  l o c a l  concerns .  Canadian I n d i a n s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  

pure,  u n s u l l i e d  and c l o s e  t o  t h e  environment .  French-Canadians  a r e  hard-  

working and s t o i c ,  r h i l e  Engl ish-Canadians  a r e  p o t r a y e d  a s  t h e  norm: 

adven tu reous ,  hard-working, c l e v e r  and f a i r .  T h i s  k ind  of s t e r e o t y p i n g  i s  

t y p i c a l  of modern b a s a l  s e r i e s .  But, u n l i k e  i n  t h e  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  b a s a l s ,  t h i s  

s t e r e o t y p i n g  o c c u r s  i n  i d e n t i f i a b l e  g e o g r a p h i c  and h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t s .  

Coupled r i t h  a  p r e s e n t ,  i f  e x p l i c i t l y  d i r e c t i v e  and d i d a c t i c  n a r r a t o r ,  t h i s  

l o c a t i o n  i n  s p a c e  and time of  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  a t  l e a s t  makes f o r  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  f o r  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o r  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  t e x t ' s  

v e r a c i t y .  

But n h a t  of  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i v e  v e r s i o n  of p o s t n a r  s o c i a l  and " i n d u s t r i a l "  

o r d e r  n h i c h  r e a d e r s  mere t o  l e a r n  abou t ,  a d a p t  and a s p i r e  t o ?  L ike  American 

t e x t s  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  o v e r t l y  d i d a c t i c  s e c t i o n s  on " c i t i z e n s h i p "  and "work" 

Here i n c l u d e d .  I n  D i c k i e ' s  Canada, c h i l d r e n  and a d u l t s  a r e  p o r t r a y e d  a o r k i n g  

i n  p r imary  resourced-based  o c c u p a t i o n s  nh ich  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  ve ry  h e a r t  of t h e  



p o s t n a r  Canad ian  economy. T r a p p i n g  i n  t h e  Nor th ,  f a r m i n g  wheat ,  l o g g i n g ,  

f i s h i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t i n g  h o u s e s  and  h i g h u a y s  a r e  among t h e  p o r t r a y e d  k i n d s  of  

l a b o u r .  E l sewhere ,  r e a d e r s  c a t c h  g l i m p s e s  o f  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  

communica t ion  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  n h i c h  was a  c o n s t i t u e n t  e l e m e n t  f o r  t h i s  

r e s o u r c e - b a s e d  c o l o n i a l  economy and  c u l t u r e  ( I n n i s ,  1 9 7 0 ) .  C h i l d r e n  a r e  

i n t r o d u c e d  t o  s e v e r a l  s t o r i e s  on  t h e  Trans-Canada  a i r l i n e ,  o n  l i f e  i n  l o g g i n g  

camps, on  bush  p i l o t i n g ,  f e r r i e s ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  highway s y s t e m  i n  

N o r t h e r n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  and  s o  f o r t h .  

Notably ,  t h e  anonymous s u b u r b a n  s t y l e  community o f  D ick  and  J a n e  is 

a b s e n t  a l t o g e t h e r .  I n  Younq E x ~ l o r e r s ,  no a d u l t s  i n  u r b a n  w h i t e  c o l l a r  

o c c u p a t i o n s  a p p e a r ;  n e v e r  is  a  c h a r a c t e r  p o r t r a y e d ,  a s  D ick  and  J a n e ' s  f a t h e r ,  

i n  d a r k  t h r e e  p i e c e  b u s i n e s s  s u i t  and  m a t c h i n g  h a t .  The r u r a l  s c e n e s  of  Fun 

w i t h  Dick and  J a n e  - set i n  t h e i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s '  hobby f a r m  - s t a n d  i n  s h a r p  

c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  C a n a d i a n  s e t t i n g s .  G r a i n  s i l o s ,  r ugged  

moun ta inous  t e r r a i n ,  r u s h i n g  and  d a n g e r o u s  r i v e r s ,  and  s t a n d s  o f  t i m b e r  a l l  

p r e s e n t  c l e a r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o b s t a c l e s  f o r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  I n  t h e  

a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  s t o r y  of r u r a l  Quebec, t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  p a s t o r a l  a l l u r e  , 

of  l i f e  on a  farm: t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  e v e n  t h e  y o u n g e s t ,  h a v e  no time f o r  p l a y i n g  

w i t h  c h i c k e n s  o r  c h a s i n g  p e t s .  I n  a l l - t h i s  is a  t e x t b o o k  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  

c h i l d r e n  o f  a r c h e t y p a l  t h e m e s  o f  C a n a d i a n  l i f e  and  l i t e r a t u r e .  The s e t t i n g ,  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  a n d  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  d o  i n d e e d  t e a c h  a  p r e s c r i p t i v e  k i n d  of  

s o c i a l  r e a l i s m :  s u r v i v i n g  i n ,  much less d o m e s t i c a t i n g ,  a  p o t e n t i a l l y  h a r s h  and  

p r e d i c t a b l y  w i l d  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  moreover ,  r e q u i r e s  p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d s  of  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a n d  p a t t e r n s  o f  a c t i o n .  

R e a d e r s  o f  D ick  and  J a n e  l e a r n e d  a  c u r i o u s  a d m i x t u r e  o f  Amy V a n d e r b i l t  

and John  Dewey - p o l i t e  manners ,  r e s p e c t  f o r  e l d e r s ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  p l a y ,  



p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  d o m e s t i c  l i f e .  T h e s e  m e s s a g e s  were c o d e d  by n a y  of r e p e a t e d ,  

r e d u n d a n t  s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  l e x i s ;  t h i s  k i n d  of  t e x t  i n  t u r n  p r e c l u d e d  

d i v e r g e n t  o r  v a r i e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  By c o n t r a s t ,  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  

P a r a d e  t e x t s  e n c o u n t e r e d  a  u n i v e r s e  i n  w h i c h  c h i l d r e n  h a d  t o  l e a r n  t o  c o n t e n d  

w i t h  a d v e r s i t y  f r o m  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  s o u r c e s  e x t r i n s i c  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  u n i t .  

T h i s  i s  c o n v e y e d  a t  t h e  s e m a n t i c  l e v e l  a s  well. The  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s  c o n v e y  a  

series o f  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s  which ,  e v e n  i f  

r e c o n c i l e d  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  n a r r a t o r ,  a r e  n o n e t h e l e s s  p r e s e n t e d .  Though 

t h e  m e s s a g e  f i n a l l y  is o n e  o f  c u l t u r a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  - t h a t  e v e n  Q u e b e c o i s  a n d  

C r e e  c h i l d r e n  s h a r e  r u d i m e n t a r y  u n i v e r s a l  c o n c e r n s  - a  r a n g e  o f  l i f e s t y l e s  a n d  

c o n t e x t s ,  h o w e v e r  s t e r e o t y p e d ,  a r e  p o r t r a y e d .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

m e s s a g e  o f  t e s t i n g  a n d  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  b i o s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  is 

c o d e d  a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e .  To b e  C a n a d i a n  i s  t o  be a d a p t a b l e ,  

t o u g h  a n d  r e a d y  f o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i a l  c h a l l e n g e .  

And y e t  t h e r e  r e m a i n s  a  c u r i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  i r o n y  h e r e .  The l i k e s  o f  

Massey, " A  C a n a d i a n " ,  Q u a n c e ,  a n d  D i c k i e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

d i s t i n c t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  C a n a d i a n  c u l t u r e  n o u l d  g e n e r a t e  a n  a u t h e n t i c  s e n s e  o f  . 
n a t i o n h o o d  a n d  s e l f h o o d ,  o n e  u n f e t t e r e d  by A m e r i c a n i s m s .  T h e s e  b a s a l s ,  

m o r e o v e r ,  came a  l o n g  n a y  t o w a r d s  t h a t  g o a l  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  

d o m i n a n t  s c i e n t i f i c / t e c h n i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  making.  

The  k i n d  of " s o c i a l  a d j u s t m e n t "  e s p o u s e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  was a r c h e t y p a l l y  

" C a n a d i a n "  i n  a  number  o f  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  ways: c h i l d r e n  were t o  a d j u s t  t o  a  

v i s i o n  o f  " s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s "  n h i c h  e n t a i l e d  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  w e s t e r n  C a n a d a ' s  

r o l e  a s  a  p r o v i d e r  o f  p r i m a r y  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  e a s t e r n  C a n a d i a n  a n d  A m e r i c a n  

m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  T a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  a n d  c u r r e n t  

l i t e r a t u r e  o n  Canada '  s c u l t u r a l  and e c o n o m i c  d e p e n d e n c y  ( e. g. , H i l d e n ,  1980; 



Smythe, 1 9 8 2 )  - much o f  i ih ich  i s  based  on  a  r e e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  c o n c e r n s  v o i c e d  

by Massey, I n n i s  and o t h e r s  - ne might  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  maintenance  of  this 

s e n s e  o f  n a t i o n a l ,  r e g i o n a l  and i n d i v i d u a l  d e s t i n y  may have  h i s t o r i c a l l y  

perpe tua ted  t h e  v e r y  dependency i t  set  o u t  t o  r e v e r s e .  
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Chapte r  5. TEACHING THE TEXT: 
ENFORCING THE NORMS FOR LITERATE BEHAVIOR 

5. 0. The t e x t  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  c l a ss room c o n t e x t  

Tex t  c o n t e n t  and s t r u c t u r e  make f o r  s p e c i f i c  l e v e l s  and k i n d s  of 

r e a d e r s h i p ,  p r o j e c t i n g ,  Eco ( 1979) reminds  us, a "model r e a d e r " .  None the less ,  

r e a d e r s h i p  a lways  o c c u r s  w i t h i n  a  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  and, i n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  

r e a d i n g  of t h e  s c h o o l  t ex tbook ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n t e x t .  I n  what f o l l o ~ s  t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  what c h i l d r e n  were e n t i t l e d  and encouraged t o  do 

w i t h  t e x t  a r e  examined. 

I n  s c h o o l s  t h e  c h i l d ' s  a p p r e h e n s i o n  of t h e  t e x t  is media ted by v a r i a b l e s  

of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n t e x t .  T e a c h e r s  i n  c l a s s r o o m s  s h a p e  and c o n s t r a i n  what 

c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  t o  do w i t h  t e x t ,  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  s e t t i n g  o u t  t o  engender  

p a r t i c u l a r  a t t i t u d e s  towards  and b e h a v i o r s  w i t h  t e x t .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f .  t e x t  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  is governed by t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  

of a n  ensemble  of  pedagog ica l  p r a c t i c e s .  Through i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a s s e s s m e n t  and 

r e l a t e d  d a i l y  c l a s s r o o m  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  a  h idden  c u r r i c u l u m  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  which 
L 

may augment, enhance,  complement and, i n  i n s t a n c e s ,  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

messages e x p r e s s e d  r i t h i n  and t h r o u g h  t h e  t e x t  (Anyon, 1981) .  A s  Apple (1982,  

p. 144) h a s  a rgued ,  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  of a  prepackaged i n s t r u c t i o n a l  regime c a n  

l e a d  t o  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of  c u r r i c u l a r  knowledge t o  b o d i e s  of " a p p r o p r i a t e "  

s k i l l s  and b e h a v i o r s ,  and t o  a  c o r r e l a t i v e  r e d u c t i o n  of t e a c h i n g  and l e a r n i n g  

i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e d  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  

T h i s  c h a p t e r  examines  t h e  t e x t s  a b o u t  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of t e x t b o o k s  d i s c u s s e d  

i n  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r s ,  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r u l e s  f o r  and t h e o r e t i c a l  

a s sumpt ions  a b o u t  t e a c h i n g  l i t e r a c y  t o  c h i l d r e n .  The f o c u s  h e r e  i s  on a n o t h e r  

l e v e l  of h i s t o r i c a l  a r t i f a c t s ,  t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s  and government- issued 



pedagog ica l  g u i d e l i n e s .  T h i s  l e v e l  of e d u c a t i o n a l  d i s c o u r s e  on l i t e r a c y  

s t a n d s  a s  a  m e t a t e x t  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  t e x t :  a  t e x t  n i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and 

c o n v e n t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  e a r l y  r e a d i n g  and l a n g u a g e  a r t s  t e x t s .  

F o l l o n i n g  a  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  of  c l a ss room codes  i n  t h e  

media t ion  of t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of l i t e r a t e  competence and t e x t u a l  knonledge,  t h e  

p r e s e n t  a n a l y s i s  examines t h e  p o s t n a r  t e x t s  of r u l e s  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

t h e  t e a c h i n g  of l i t e r a c y  i n  t h e  c lassroom,  s h o u i n g  hon t h e y  o p e r a t e d  a s  a  

c e n t r a l i z e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t echno logy  f o r  t h e  s t r u c t u r i n g  of  t h a t  t e a c h i n g .  

The expans ion  of s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia a s  a  means f o r  

t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and g r o u p i n g  of s t u d e n t s  is d e s c r i b e d  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  work of p s y c h o m e t r i c i a n  and r a n k i n g  r e g i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  C. 

B. Connay. I t  i s  a rgued  t h a t  Connay's  g u i d e l i n e s ,  i n  c o n c e r t  ~ i t h  t h e  

e x t e n s i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  p rov ided  i n  p u b l i s h e r s '  

guidebooks ,  p l a c e d  t e a c h e r s  i n  a  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  s i t u a t i o n .  A t  once  t h e y  were 

e n j o i n e d  t o  f o l l o n  t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n  e t h i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e  of  P r o g r e s s i v i s m ,  n h i l e  

a t  t h e y  same time t h e y  r e r e  bound t o  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s t a n d a r d i z e d  and 

e x h a u s t i v e  body of  t e c h n i c i s t  p r a c t i c e s .  

Reading and c r i t i c i s m  presuppose  " i n t e r p r e t i v e  norms", codes  of 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  l e a r n e d  and s h a r e d  by and w i t h i n  a n  " i n t e r p r e t i v e  community" 

( F i s h ,  1981) .  These c o d e s  a r e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  and t h e m s e l v e s  s u b j e c t  t o  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ;  t h i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  them from what Ui lden 

( 1981, p. 2 5 )  c a l l s  " c i p h e r s " .  C iphers ,  l i k e  Morse Code, a r e  s i m p l e  s e t s  of 

" r u l e s  a b o u t  how t o  make one-to-one t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  from one k ind  of message 

t o  ano the r" .  A code,  Ai lden  a r g u e s ,  is d i f f e r e n t  from a  c i p h e r  i n  t h a t  i t  

c o n s t r a i n s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  exchanged and t h e  b e h a v i o r  p e r m i t t e d  i n  a  g i v e n  

system, b u t  d o e s  n o t  s imply  d i c t a t e  o r  d e t e r m i n e  i t .  F o l l o n i n g  t h i s  



d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  c o d e s  o f  r e a d e r s h i p  t a u g h t  i n  a  g i v e n  model of 

l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  "sets  o f  c o n s t r a i n t s "  o n  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

i n t e r p r e t i v e  f r eedom o f  r e a d e r s .  

Codes and  norms o f  r e a d e r s h i p  a r e  t a u g h t / l e a r n e d  w i t h i n  c o d e s  and  norms 

o f  " p e d a g o g i c  a c t i o n "  ( B o u r d i e u  and  P a s s e r o n ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  The c o d e  a t  i s s u e  h e r e  

i s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r u l e  s y s t e m  f o r  r e a d i n g  and  l e a r n i n g  t o  r e a d :  t h e  s e t  o f  

s c h o o l  r u l e s  u h i c h  m e d i a t e s  c u r r i c u l u m  qua t e x t  i n t o  s c h o o l  k n o u l e d g e  qua 

messages  d r a m  and  d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  t e x t  by s t u d e n t  r e a d e r s  u n d e r  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r .  T h a t  t e a c h e r  i n  t u r n  is g u i d e d  by h i s / h e r  l e a r n e d  

and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  e n f o r c e d  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t e a c h i n g  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and  a b o u t  

t e a c h i n g  l i t e r a c y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  The s t r u c t u r e s  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  e n t a i l e d  

i n  t e a c h i n g / l e a r n i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e  " i n s t r u c t i o n a l  e v e n t s "  ( S p i n d l e r ,  

1982; Au, 1 9 8 0 ) .  Those  e v e n t s  u h i c h  i n v o l v e  t e x t  a r e  s p e c i a l i z e d  c l a s s r o o m  

" l i t e r a c y  e v e n t s "  ( H e a t h ,  1 9 8 2 1 ,  i n s t a n c e s  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  which  r e q u i r e  

r e a d i n g  a n d / o r  u r i t i n g .  Ahat  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  c l a s s r o o m  l i t e r a c y  e v e n t s  f rom 

d a i l y  u s e s  o f  l i t e r a c y  i s  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  a r e  d e s i g n e d  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t e a c h i n g  
C 

and l e a r n i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  l i t e r a t e  b e h a v i o r s .  T h a t  is, t h e y  a r e  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  

d i d a c t i c  and  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s t r u c t u r e d  t o  accommodate t h i s  d i d a c t i c  f u n c t i o n .  

S t u d e n t  r e a d e r s h i p  o f  t e x t b o o k s ,  t h e n ,  is a  u n i q u e l y  r u l e  bound and  

m e d i a t e d  fo rm o f  r e a d e r s h i p .  I t  i s  d i d a c t i c  n o t  o n l y  i n  i ts  i n t e n t  t o  t e a c h  

p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  e n t a i l s  t h e  e q u a l l y  i d e o l o g i c a l  

s u p e r i m p o s i t i o n  o f  c o d e s  o f  r e a d e r s h i p ,  o f  o f f i c i a l l y  s a n c t i o n e d  and  

c u l t u r a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  b e h a v i o r s  w i t h  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  o f  l i t e r a c y .  T h i s  is 

a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r ,  uho may f  o l l o u  

t o  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  a  s t a n d a r d  s c r i p t  which s p e c i f i e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

be tween  t e x t b o o k  a u t h o r s  and  s t u d e n t  r e a d e r s .  I n  t h i s  r a y ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  a c t s  



much a s  t h e  medieval  c l e r i c  d i d ,  m e d i a t i n g  t h e  "nord"  by o m i t t i n g ,  

emphasiz ing,  and r e i n f o r c i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  r e a d i n g s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  and by 

c a l l i n g  f o r  s p e c i a l i z e d  k i n d s  of s p e a k i n g  and n r i t i n g  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  t e x t  

(Luke,  d e  C a s t e l l ,  and Luke, 1983) .  Through t h i s  i n t e n t i o n a l  form of 

c o n s t r a i n e d  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  t h e  s t u d e n t  l e a r n s  n h a t  c o u n t s  a s  n r i t i n g  and 

read ing ,  what c o u n t s  a s  r e s p o n s e  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  and what c o u n t s  a s  a  

l e g i t i m a t e  f u n c t i o n  and u s e  of  l i t e r a t e  behav io r .  

The d i s c o u r s e  on t h e  t e a c h i n g  of t e x t  - a  t e x t u a l  r e c o r d  of o f f i c i a l  

r u l e s ,  norms and p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  s t u d e n t / t e a c h e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  wi th  and around 

t h e  t e x t  - is  r e c o v e r a b l e .  H h i l e  i t  c a n n o t  be p resupposed  t h a t  i t  o r  any 

o t h e r  o f f i c a l  code was s t r i c t l y  adhered  t o ,  t h i s  r e c o r d  s t a t e s  g e n e r a l i z e d  

pedagog ica l  norms f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  l i t e r a t e  norms. T h i s  r e c o r d  

s i g n a l l e d  t o  t e a c h e r s  of t h e  e r a  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s c h o o l  r u l e s  f o r  t h e  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  l i t e r a t e  c u l t u r e .  I t  uas t h u s  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  

of a  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  n h i c h  o p t e d  f o r  and 

a g a i n s t  s p e c i f i c  t e x t u a l  knon ledges  and l i t e r a t e  competences.  
C 

Such reg imes  of s c h o o l  p r a c t i c e  a r e  p u t a t i v e l y  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  drawing from 

an a l l e g e d l y  " t r u e  d i s c o u r s e "  of  e m p i r i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  coded i n t o  " r u l e s  

imposed and r e a s o n s  given,  t h e  p lanned and t h e  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d "  ( F o u c a u l t ,  

1981, pp. 5-61 f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  l i t e r a c y  and t h e  o p t i m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  its 

a c q u i s i t i o n .  Moreover,. 

These t y p e s  of p r a c t i c e  a r e  n o t  j u s t  governed by i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
p r e s c r i b e d  by i d e o l o g i e s ,  gu ided  by p ragmat ic  c i r c u m s t a n c e  - n h a t e v e r  
r o l e  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  may a c t u a l l y  p l a y  - I t h e y l  p o s s e s s  up t o  a  p o i n t  
t h e i r  onn s p e c i f i c  ~ e g u l a r i t i e s ,  l o g i c ,  s t r a t e g y ,  s e l f - e v i d e n c e  and 
' r e a s o n ' .  ( p .  6) 

I n  t h i s  Ray, t h e  o f f i c i a l  d i s c o u r s e  on t h e  t e a c h i n g  of l i t e r a c y ,  w h i l e  

o s t e n s i b l y  s t a n d i n g  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of e x t a n t  and p r i o r  



o n t o l o g i c a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a l s o  p o t e n t i a l l y  makes and  

s t a n d a r d i z e s  t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i ts  own i n t r i n s i c  " l o g i c " .  P e r h a p s  

more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  i s  a d i s c o u r s e  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  power, s t a n d i n g  a s  a  

y a r d s t i c k  a g a i n s t  which d a i l y  c l a s s r o o m  p r a c t i c e  c a n  be  measured.  

5 .1 .  A g r i d  o f  s p e c i f i c a t i o n :  C e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  o f  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  

Eon n e r e  b a s a l  t e x t b o o k s  t o  b e  r e a d ?  By whom? And u n d e r  a h a t  p r a g m a t i c  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ?  Uhat  k i n d  o f  i n t e r p r e t i v e  r e s p o n s e s  mere t o  c o u n t  a s  s i g n s  of 

s u c c e s s f u l  r e a d i n g  and  r r i  t i n g ?  U h i l e  c e n t r a l i z e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l s  

had been  a n  e a r l i e r  i n n o v a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  Nor th  America ( C a l l a h a n ,  19621,  

"p repackaged"  c u r r i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l  came t o  t h e  f o r e  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  ( A p p l e ,  p. 

1 5 0 ) .  P o s t w a r  B r i t i s h  Columbia t e a c h e r s  e n c o u n t e r e d  t n o  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e s  of  

f o r m a l  b u r e a u c r a t i c  documen t s  Rh ich  p r e s c r i b e d  r u l e  s y s t e m s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

o f  l i t e r a c y :  r e g i o n a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  c u r r i c u l u m  documen t s  and  t e a c h e r s '  

g u i d e b o o k s  p roduced  by t e x t b o o k  p u b l i s h e r s .  Many o f  t h e  f o r m e r  h a v e  been  

a l l u d e d  t o  i n  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r s :  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  magazine ,  

B r i t i s h  Columbia  S c h o o l s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia T e a c h e r s '  F e d e r a t i o n ' s  o f f i c i a l .  

o rgan ,  The B r i t i s h  Columbia T e a c h e r ,  and  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t a l  Proqrammes 

f o r  S tudy .  I n  t h e  p o s t n a r  p e r i o d  among t h e  most  i n f l u e n t i a l  were  t h o s e  

a r t i c l e s ,  memos t o  p r i n c i p a l s  and  t e a c h e r s ,  and  s e c t i o n s  f rom t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

c u r r i c u l a  m i t t e n  by C. 8. Connay. A s a m p l e  o f  C o n n a y ' s  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g  e n a b l e s  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  o n e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  

c o d e  g o v e r n i n g  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g ,  and  of  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r a t i o n a l e  upon 

which i t  Has based .  

Connay (1949b1 ,  p o s t n a r  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  newly  c r e a t e d  D i v i s i o n  of T e s t s ,  

S t a n d a r d s  a n d  R e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Depa r tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  Ras 



v e r s e d  i n  t h e  r o r k  of  Thornd ike ,  Gray, G a t e s  and  o t h e r s .  A p s y c h o m e t r i c i a n  by 

t r a i n i n g ,  f o r m e r  V i c t o r i a  Normal Schoo l  p r i n c i p a l ,  and  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

Canad ian  E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Connay saw h i s  t a s k  a s  o n e  of 

i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t e a c h e r s .  

I n  a  Depar tment  n h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  Conway, a  s e c r e t a r y  and g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  

h i r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  summer t o  a s s i s t  i n  t a b u l a t i n g  t e s t  s c o r e s ,  h e  n a s  p e r s o n a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  " s t a n d a r d s "  and  " t e s t i n g "  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c e ,  and n a s  t h e r e f o r e  

i d e a l l y  p l a c e d  t o  se lec t  and imp lemen t  p o l i c i e s  and  p r a c t i c e s  based  on  t h e  

f i n d i n g s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  (see  T a b l e  5 . 1 . ) .  Throughou t  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  and 

5 0 s  C o n n a y ' s  a r t i c l e s  a p p e a r e d  i n  s c h o l a r l y  j o u r n a l s ,  t e a c h e r s  j o u r n a l s ,  and,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  i n  t h e  memos and g u i d e l i n e s  s e n t  t o  p r i n c i p a l s  and  t e a c h e r s .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  h e  had s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  n r i t i n g  and f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  

c u r r i c u l u m  g u i d e s .  The D i v i s i o n  n a s  c h a r g e d  n i t h  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s e c t i o n s  on  r e a d i n g ,  a s s e s s m e n t  and  g roup ing .  

I n  a l l ,  Conrray g e n e r a t e d  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t a t e m e n t  on  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  

r e a d i n g  and n r i t i n g ;  h i s  t e x t s  o f f e r e d  d i r e c t  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

and o r g a n i z a t i o n  of i n s t r u c t i o n  and  a s s e s s m e n t .  They rere c o m p a t i b l e  n i t h  t h e  

academic  r e s e a r c h ,  a r t i c l e s  and  books  on  r e a d i n g  by r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s  l i k e  

Gray and Ga tes ,  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s  a u t h o r e d  by r e a d i n g  and l a n g u a g e  a r t s  

r e s e a r c h e r s  and  c u r r i c u l u m  s p e c i a l i s t s  l i k e  D i c k i e  and  Quance ,  a r t i c l e s  i n  

t e a c h e r s '  j o u r n a l s ,  and  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t a l  g u i d e l i n e s  i s s u e d  by t h e  

c u r r i c u l u m  branch.  F o r  example,  h i s  D i v i s i o n '  s c i r c u l a r s ,  l i k e  " S u g g e s t i o n s  

f o r  t h e  Improvement o f  Reading" (19551 ,  r e f e r r e d  t e a c h e r s  t o  n o r k s  by Betts, 

Ga te s ,  Dolch,  H i l d r e t h ,  and  R u s s e l l .  These  t e x t s  t o g e t h e r  form a  complex 

d i s c u r s i v e  f i e l d ,  p u t a t i v e l y  d e s c r i p t i v e  though  u l t i m a t e l y  p r e s c r i p t i v e ,  

s e l e c t i v e l y  t h e o r e t i c a l  t h o u g h  p r i m a r i l y  p r a c t i c a l .  



T a b l e  5 . 1 .  : T e s t i n a  by t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

D ' iv is ion  o f  T e s t s  . S t a n d a r d s  . and R e s e a r c h  . 1945-1 972 

T e s t  (Fo rm) .  Grade  Date 

P r o g r e s s i v e  Achievement ( 3 ) .  X . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1945 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  B.C. Read ing  comprehens ion  T e s t  ( S ) ,  X I  1946 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  B.C. I n t e r m e d i a t e  Language A r t s  T e s t ,  V I  1947 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  B.C. I n t e r m e d i a t e  Read ing  T e s t s ,  V 1948 
B.C. E n g l i s h  Usage T e s t  (Pm) ,  I X  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1948 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Achievement T e s t  ( T I ,  V I I  1948 
B.C. P r i m a r y  Read ing  T e s t  ( F ) ,  I V  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1949 
Ayres  H a n d w r i t i n g  S c a l e ,  V I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1949, 1952 
B . C . Comprehens ive  Achievement T e s t s ,  X I I - X I 1 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1950, 1951 
H i l l i n g  Compos i t i on  S c a l e ,  V I I I  .................................... 1952 
B . C . E n g l i s h  Usage T e s t  ( Pm, P I ,  I X - X  .............................. 1953 
S t a n f o r d  Achievement T e s t  ( J ) ,  I11 ................................. 1955 
S t a n f o r d  Achievement T e s t  ( J ) ,  V I  .................................. 1956 

............ B.C. T e s t  o f  t h e  A b i l i t y  t o  Read i n  Mathemat ics ,  X I - X I 1  1956 
B . C . T e s t  o f  t h e  A b i l i t y  t o  Read i n  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s ,  I I X - I X  . . . . . . . . .  1956 

...................... B.C. I n t e r m e d i a t e  Language  Arts T e s t  (Em),  V I  1957 
B . C . T e s t  o f  t h e  A b i l i t y  t o  Read i n  Mathemat i c s  ( A ) ,  X - X I 1  ......... 1958 

. . . . .  B . C . T e s t  o f  t h e  A b i l i t y  t o  Read i n  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  ( A ) ,  I I X - I X  1958 L 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Achievement T e s t  ( A ) ,  V I I  1959 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  B.C. Read ing  Comprehens ion  T e s t  ( S ) ,  I X  1960 

........................ M e t r o p o l i t a n  Achievement T e s t  ( I n t . / T ) ,  V I I  1962 
....................... M e t r o p o l i t a n  Achievement T e s t  ( ( A d v . / B ) ,  V I I  1963 

................................. S t a n f o r d  Achievement T e s t  ( L ) ,  V I I  1964 
.................................. Iowa Basic S k i l l s  T e s t  ( B / O ) ,  V I I  1965 

C o o p e r a t i v e  S c h o o l  and C o l l e g e  A b i l i t y  T e s t ,  X I 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1968 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S t a n f o r d  I n t e r m e d i a t e  Language  Arts T e s t  ( i i / x ) ,  V I  1973 

S t a n f o r d  Read ing  T e s t  ( I / H ) ,  I V  .................................... 1973 



Though Conway ( 1 9 5 6 b )  n e n t  t o  l e n g t h s  t o  a s s u r e  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  h i s  

o f f i c i a l  n o r d  was n o n - b i n d i n g ,  c e r t a i n l y  h i s  was a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i s c o u r s e  

o f  p o n e r ,  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  i n s t r u c t i o n .  H i s  o f f i c i a l  

t a s k s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l o c a l  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  norms  o n  U.S. a n d  

C a n a d i a n  I .Q. a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t  tests .  Hav ing  o r c h e s t r a t e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

of s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 s  f o r  King  a n d  

Heir, Connay was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l o n g i t u d i n a l  c h a n g e s  i n  a c h i e v e m e n t .  A s  n o t e d  

on  T a b l e  5. I., h e  r e a d m i n i s t e r e d  r e a d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t  tests a t  1 0  y e a r  

i n t e r v a l s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  B. C. norms. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  h e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t e s t s  i n  s e l e c t e d  d i s t r i c t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

p r o v i n c e ,  n a r y  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  b u r e a u c r a t i c  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s  - w i t h  hand  

s c o r i n g  a n d  s c a l i n g  - t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  o v e r f r e q u e n t  p r o v i n c e - i r i d e  

t e s t i n g .  Connay t r i e d  h i s  hand ,  t o o ,  a t  t e s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u t  w i t h  l i m i t e d  

s u c c e s s .  I n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 s  a n d  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 s  h e  u n d e r t o o k ,  w i t h  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

J u s t i c e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t  A. H i l l i n g ,  t o  d e v e l o p  a  s t a n d a r d i z e d  c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  

w r i t i n g  t e s t  (Connay ,  1 9 5 2 ) .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  h e  a l s o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

p i o n e e r e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  tests o f  r e a d i n g  i n  t h e  c o n t e n t  a r e a s  ( C o n ~ a y ,  

1956a ,  1 9 5 6 d ) .  

Adding  t o  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  Connay u s e d  

a c h i e v e m e n t  tes t  a n d  I Q  d a t a  t o  s c a l e  y e a r l y  p r o v i n c i a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s .  ' T h i s  s y s t e m  i n  t u r n  f u n c t i o n e d  t o  

r e g u l a t e  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  u n i v e r s i t y  e n t r a n c e  (Conway a n d  Brown, 

1956 )  . T h e s e  c u r r i c u l u m  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  Conway ( . l 956b ,  p. 49)  n o t e d ,  worked t o  

" e n f o r c e  minimum s t a n d a r d s "  w h i l e  t h e  u s e  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  t e s t s  p r o v i d e d  " a  

s t i m u l u s  f o r  good  t e a c h i n g n .  Th rough  " c r o s s  r e f e r e n c i n g "  IQ i r i t h  exam r e s u l t s  

and  t e s t  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  Connay e n a b l e d  t h e  l o c a l  t e a c h e r  "by  u s i n g  t h e  norms  . . .  



[ t o 1  d i s c o v e r  how t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  o t h e r  c l a s s e s  o f  e q u a l  a b i l i t y  compares  

w i t h  h i s  own" ( p .  5 1 ) .  

To c o n v i n c e  t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  need  t o  heed  modern r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h ,  Conuay 

n o t e d  t h a t  B . C .  s t u d e n t s  had f a l l e n  below t h e  U.S. norms on  r e a d i n g  

a c h i e v e m e n t ,  and d i s c u s s e d  a n  a r r a y  of  c a u s e s  o f  " r e a d i n g  f a i l u r e "  ( 1 9 5 5 ,  p. 

2 ) .  T u r n i n g  t o  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e ,  he  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  " p e r h a p s  t h e  comic  books  

a r e  h a v i n g  a n  e f f e c t . "  But  t h i s ,  l i k e  h i s  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  d e c l i n i n g  

h a n d w r i t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  t o  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  b a l l  p o i n t  pen  (Conway, 1949a1,  was 

a s  f a r  a s  Conuay came t o  a  s p e c u l a t i v e  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  f a l l i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t  t o  

g e n e r a l  c u l t u r a l  c h a n g e s  e x t r i n s i c  t o  t h e  s c h o o l .  Huch of  t h e  problem,  h e  

a r g u e d ,  c o u l d  b e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  background ,  p r e v i o u s  e d u c a t i o n ,  and  

i n n a t e  a b i l i t y .  Among t h e  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  s o u r c e s  o f  r e a d i n g  f a i l u r e  

he  i n c l u d e d :  " l a n g u a g e  d i f f i c u l t i e s w  e n c o u n t e r e d  by " r e c e n t  i m m i g r a n t s "  and  

o t h e r s ;  " p o o r  home e n v i r o n m e n t s "  w i t h o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  "books ,  newspape r s  and  

magazines" ;  " c o n s i s t e n t l y  p o o r  t e a c h i n g "  which  may deny  c h i l d r e n  o f  

" e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s "  ( e. g. , " t e a c h e r s  who h a v e  n o t  u sed  s t a n d a r d i z e d  

t e s t s " ) ;  and  " i n s u f f i c i e n t  m a t u r i t y  and  low m e n t a l  age"  ( 1955,  p. 2 ) .  , 

Connay t h u s  saw home and  community background  and  m i s e d u c a t i o n  a s  p r i m a r y  

c a u s e s  of  l i t e r a c y  problems.  Teach ing ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when n o t  g u i d e d  by 

s t a n d a r d i z e d  d i a g n o s t i c  p r o c e d u r e s ,  c o u l d  c r e a t e  d e f i c i t .  F i n a l l y ,  h e  n o t e d  

t h a t  c h i l d r e n ' s  p e r s o n a l  i m m a t u r i t y  o r  " b r i g h t n e s s "  m i g h t  c r e a t e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  

t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  " s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e a d i n g  a b i l i t y " .  

To c o n t e n d  r i t h  t h i s  myr i ad  o f  p o s s i b l e  " c a u s e s " ,  t e a c h e r s  rere t o  f o c u s  

a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  " l o c a t i o n  of p o o r  r e a d e r s " ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  r h i c h  

r a s  i t s e l f  s e e n  a s  a  s i g n  o f  " p o o r  t e a c h i n g " .  Conray  n o t e d  t h a t  " i n d i v i d u a l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  r e a d i n g "  may b e  c a u s e d  by d i a g n o s a b l e  and  r e m e d i a b l e  psycho-  
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p h y s i o l o g i c a l  " c a u s e s " ,  i n c l u d i n g :  

11 P o o r  v i s u a l  p e r c e p t i o n  and v i s u a l  d e f e c t s .  
2) Lack o f  a u d i t o r y  a c u i t y  . . .  
3 )  Lack o f  i n t e r e s t  . . . 
4) Emot iona l  f a c t o r s  . . . 
5) Lack o f  p r a c t i c e  . . . 
6) P o o r  s i g h t  v o c a b u l a r y  and  l i m i t e d  word meaning  v o c a b u l a r y .  
7 )  Lack o f  g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  and l a c k  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  o r  background 
k n o n l e d g e  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  on  n h i c h  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  based .  ( p .  2) 

R e p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  Proarammes o f  S t u d y  ( B r i t i s h  Columbia  Depa r tmen t  o f  

E d u c a t i o n ,  1947,  p. 531, Conuay' s h i e r a r c h y  o f  c a u s e s  Has e x t r e m e 1  y  

c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  drawn a s  i t  was f rom t h e  n o r k  o f  G a t e s ,  Gray and  o t h e r s .  

C a u s e s  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  a c q u i r e  c o m p e t e n t  r e a d i n g  " s k i l l s " ,  t h e n ,  c o u l d  

r e s u l t  f rom p h y s i c a l ,  m o v t i v a t i o n a l ,  o r  c o g n i t i v e  d e f i c i e n c i e s .  Each c o u l d  be  

compensa t ed  f o r  by a d j u s t m e n t  o f  r e g u l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  by t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  

" r e m e d i a l  t r e a t m e n t " .  I n  cases where  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  u a s  a  problem,  Connay 

( 1955,  p. 2 )  a r g u e d  t h a t  " r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  [ s h o u l d  be1 a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  b a s i c  

c u r i o s i t i e s  and  d e s i r e s  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p u p i l s " .  A s  u e l l ,  c h i l d r e n  had  t o  

d e v e l o p  a  " p o s i t i v e  r e a c t i o n  [ e m p h a s i s  added1 . . .  t o u a r d  r e a d i n g " .  C h i l d r e n  

s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  g i v e n  a  good d e a l  o f  time t o  r e a d ,  and  b e  a b l e  t o  r e a d  n i d e l y .  

Connay f u r t h e r m o r e  a r g u e d  t h a t  "meagre  backgrounds"  had a  " r e t a r d i n g  

e f f e c t "  on  " r e a d i n g  comprehens ion" .  A h i l e  c h i l d r e n  had t o  b e  p h y s i o l o g i c a l 1  y 

c a p a b l e  and  t o  be  e m o t i o n a l l y  m i l l i n g  and  m o t i v a t e d ,  t h e y  a b s o l u t e l y  r e q u i r e d  

ample  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e a d i n g  a t  s c h o o l  and  home. I n  t h e s e  and  l i k e  

g u i d e l i n e s ,  Connay set o u t  t o  a l e r t  t e a c h e r s  t o  the d a n g e r  of  

"unde remphas i z ing"  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s p e c i f i c  c u l t u r a l  " e x p e r i e n c e "  and  

background k n o a l e d g e  on  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l i t e r a c y .  

Yet f o r  t h e  d a i l y  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  r e a d i n g  program, knowledge  o f  t h e  

" c a u s e s "  o f  p r o b l e m s  mas n o t  e n o u g h  i n  i t se l f .  I n  t h e  1947 c u r r i c u l u m ,  t h e  

Depa r tmen t  r e f e r r e d  t e a c h e r s  t o  G r a y ' s  f i v e  " s t a g e s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  



r e a d i n g  a b i l i t i e s " ,  r e p r i n t e d  f rom t h e  T h i r t y  S i x t h  Yearbook o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  S t u d y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  ( 1 9 3 7 ) :  

1 .  The s t a q e  a t  which  r e a d i n e s s  is a t t a i n e d  . . .  p r e - s c h o o l  y e a r s ,  t h e  
k i n d e r g a r t e n ,  and o f t e n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  first g r a d e  . . . .  
2. The i n i t i a l  s t a q e  o f  l e a r n i n s  t o  r e a d  . . .  u s u a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  g r a d e .  . . . 
3. The s t a q e  o f  r a ~ i d  D r o q r e s s  i n  f u n d a m e n t a l  r e a d i n q  a t t i t u d e s  and  
h a b i t s  . . .  u s u a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  and  t h i r d  g r a d e s .  . . .  
4. The s t a q e  a t  which  e x ~ e r i e n c e  is e x t e n d e d  r a o i d l v  and  i n c r e a s e d  
power,  e f f i c i e n c y ,  and  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  r e a d i n q  is  [ s i c 1  a c a u i r e d  . . . 
n o r m a l l y  d u r i n g  G r a d e s  IV, V, and  V I .  . . . 
5. The s t a q e  a t  which r e a d i n q  i n t e r e s t s ,  h a b i t s  and  t a s t e s  a r e  
r e f i n e d  . . .  o c c u r s  a s  a  r u l e  d u r i n g  t h e  j u n i o r  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  s e n i o r  
h i g h  s c h o o l ,  and  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  p e r i o d s .  ( B r i t i s h  Columbia 
Depa r tmen t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  1947,  pp  52-31 

G r a y ' s  h y p o t h e s i s  of  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s t a g e s  became p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

wisdom a b o u t  r e a d i n g  a c q u i s i t i o n  f o r  o v e r  f o u r  d e c a d e s  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  i t s  

f o r m u l a t i o n  ( C h a l l ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  T h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  h i e r a r c h y  c o u l d  e n a b l e  t e a c h e r s  

t o  d i a g n o s e  and  g r o u p  s t u d e n t s ,  o f f e r i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  c u r r i c u l a r  m a t e r i a l s .  

I n d e e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t a l  c u r r i c u l u m  n o t e d  t h a t  t h o s e  " r e a d i n g  

d i s a b i l i t i e s "  n o t  c a u s e d  by e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  m i g h t  "ar i se  f rom u s i n g  methods  

and r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a  h i g h e r  s t a g e  when t h e  p u p i l  h a s  n o t  y e t  

r e a c h e d  t h i s  s t a g e "  ( p .  5 2 ) .  T e a c h e r s  mere t o  wa tch  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  symptoms 

a s s o c i a t e d  n i t h  e a c h  s t a g e  and  a c t  a c c o r d i n g l y :  i n  s t a g e  1 ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

" s t e p s  s h o u l d  b e  t a k e n  t o  overcome p h y s i c a l  and  e m o t i o n a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s  t h a t  

migh t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  p r o g r e s s "  ( p .  5 2 ) .  To p a s s  f r o m  s t a g e  3, s t u d e n t s  

" s h o u l d  r e a d  s i l e n t l y  more r a p i d l y  t h a n  o r a l l y " .  T h e s e  s t a g e s ,  t h e n ,  s e t  o u t  

a  t h e o r e t i c a l  t e m p l a t e  which  c o u l d  be t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  p r a c t i c a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  

a c h i e v e m e n t  and  p l acemen t .  

The p r o c e s s e s  of d i a g n o s i s  and  t r e a t m e n t  c o u l d  b e  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  u s e  of 

s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s  i s s u e d  by V i c t o r i a .  To c o n f i r m  a  s t a n d i n g  i n  s t a g e  3, f o r  

example,  " a  g r a d e  s c o r e  o f  4 . 0  i n  s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  s h o u l d  b e  a t t a i n e d " ;  f o r  



s t a g e  5 ,  " a  g r a d e  s c o r e  o f  7 . 0  i n  s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  i s  d e s i r a b l e  b y  t h e  e n d  of 

t h i s  s t a g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t " .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  c a v e a t  t o  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  " t h e  

s t a g e s ,  n h i l e  r e c o g n i z a b l e ,  n a t u r a l l y  merge  o n e  i n t o  a n o t h e r "  ( p .  521,  t h e  

s t a g e s  rere l i n k e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  n i t h  q u a n t i t a t i v e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o n  

s t a n d a r d i z e d  r e a d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t  tests .  Hence,  t h e  s t a g e s  - a n d  t h e  a t t e n d a n t  

s t a t i s t i c a l  means  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  l i t e r a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  - a c t e d  a s  a  g r i d  o f  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  u s e d  by a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  t o  c a t e g o r i z e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  c u r r i c u l a r  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t r e a t m e n t .  

The  set o f  c l a s s r o o m  p r o c e d u r e s  n h i c h  Connay,  o t h e r  D e p a r t m e n t a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y - b a s e d .  c u r r i c u l a r  e x p e r t s  a d v o c a t e d  p r o c e e d e d  

f r o m  t h e  u s e  o f  a  " d i a g n o s t i c  t e s t "  f o r  t h e  s o r t i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  g r o u p s :  "The p u r p o s e  o f  g r o u p i n i  i s  t o  a d a p t  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  

t h e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  n e e d s  o f  t h e  p u p i l s  

a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  a p p r o p r i a t e  means  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u o u s  d e v e l o p m e n t "  ( B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  1954 ,  p. 1 4 ) .  A g a i n  t e a c h e r s  Here r e m i n d e d  

t h a t  w i t h i n  e a c h ' g r a d e  a n d  c l a s s r o o m  c h i l d r e n  n o u l d  d i f f e r  n i d e l y  i n  
C 

" m a t u r i t y ,  h e a l t h ,  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  

a t t i t u d e s  a n d  h a b i t s " .  B u t  i n  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  r e a d i n g  

a c h i e v e m e n t  tes t ,  u s e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  ~ i t h  v a r i o u s  IQ tests, n a s  t o  b e  t h e i r  

k e y  t o o l  i n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  t h o r o u g h l y  modern  a p p r o a c h  t o  l i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n .  F o r  t h e  l e a r n e r ,  t h e  t e s t  mas c r u c i a l :  t h e  k i n d  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

t r e a t m e n t  a n d  t e x t  t h e  c h i l d  r e c e i v e d  n a s  c o n t i n g e n t  o n  i n i t i a l  d i a g n o s i s .  

F o r  t h e  t e a c h e r ,  t h e  t e s t  Has e q u a l l y  c r u c i a l :  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  h i s / h e r  

t e a c h i n g  a n d  o f  s p e c i f i c  c u r r i c u l a  c o u l d  be g l e a n e d  by l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t e s t  s c o r e  r e s u l t s .  

The  " l o c a t i o n "  a n d  " c l a s s i f i c a t i o n "  o f  s t u d e n t s  f o r  " r e a d i n g  g r o u p s "  Ras  



provided f o r  i n  two b a s i c  f o r m a t s  s a n c t i o n e d  by t h e  Department: t e s t s  of " o r a l  

r e a d i n g  a b i l i t y "  and " s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s  of s i l e n t  r ead ing" .  The former ,  such  

a s  t h e  Gray S t a n d a r d i z e d  Oral  Read ins  P a r a s r a ~ h  T e s t ,  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  

r e a d ' p a r a g r a p h s  a loud .  T e a c h e r s  were a l s o  encouraged t o  use  p a r a g r a p h s  of 

t h e i r  own c h o i c e .  Problems i n  "word r e a d i n g ,  i n c o r r e c t  method of a t t a c k  on 

nen and u n f a m i l i a r  n o r l d s ,  m i s p r o n u n c i a t i o n  and r e v e r s a l s ,  o r  d e f e c t s  of 

v o c a l i z a t i o n "  c o u l d  be noted.  The t e a c h e r  n a s  t o  " j o t  down" t h e s e  " e r r o r s "  s o  

t h a t  " c o r r e c t i v e  work" c o u l d  be l a i d  o u t  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t .  

The second t e c h n i c a l  a p p a r a t u s  f o r  p r e - i n s t r u c t i o n a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was 

t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t  of s i l e n t  r ead ing .  These t e s t s  c o u l d  a s s e s s  s t u d e n t s '  

knowledge of vocabu la ry ,  p a r a g r a p h  meaning, r e c a l l  of s i g n i f i c a n t  d e t a i l s ,  

nord r e c o g n i t i o n  and knowledge, and p r e d i c t i o n  of g i v e n  e v e n t s .  I n  Connay' s 

e s t i m a t i o n ,  "most . . .  t e s t  t h e  p u p i l ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  s t a t e d  f a c t s ,  

comprehend i m p l i e d  f a c t s ,  uncover  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a  of  a  pa ragraph ,  r e a d  and 

unders tand  d i r e c t i o n s ,  and u n d e r s t a n d  word meanings." Notably,  Ga tes  Bas ic  

Readins  T e s t s ,  f o r  g r a d e s  4 t h r o u g h  8,  t e s t e d  h i g h e r  s e m a n t i c  l e v e l  
L 

competences s u c h  a s  t h e  " a p p r e c i a t i o n  of g e n e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e " ,  " p r e d i c t i o n  of 

outcome of g i v e n  even t s" ,  a s  well a s  more c o n v e n t i o n a l  s k i l l s  of " n o t i n g  

d e t a i l s " ,  and " u n d e r s t a n d i n g  d i r e c t i o n s " .  

These t e s t  s c o r e s  i n  r e a d i n g  and r e l a t e d  l i n g u i s t i c  competences and 

knonledges ,  c o u l d  be c h a r t e d  on a  g raph  p rov ided  by Conrray's branch i n  

V i c t o r i a  a g a i n s t  I. Q. t e s t  r e s u l t s  ( e. g. , Conway, 1 9 5 6 ~ ) .  T h i s  would e n a b l e  

t h e  t e a c h e r  c o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  u h e t h e r  t h e  c h i l d  was working below h e r / h i s  i n n a t e  

" a b i l i t y "  o r  whether  " l o n  a b i l i t y "  was b e i n g  compensated f o r  t h r o u g h  e f f e c t i v e  

i n s t r u c t i o n  and s t u d e n t  e f f o r t .  

Armed w i t h  t h i s  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a t a ,  and t a k i n g  i n t o  accoun t  a fo rement ioned  
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f a c t o r s  of i n n a t e  a b i l i t y ,  l e v e l  o f  deve lopmen t ,  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r  and  

s o c i o c u l t u r a l  background ( B r i t i s h  Columbia D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  1954,  p. 

151 ,  t e a c h e r s  were  a d v i s e d  t o  g r o u p  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  s e p a r a t e  t e x t s  and  

i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  " t o o l  s u b j e c t s  of  Read ing ,  A r i t h m e t i c ,  S p e l l i n g ,  

e t c . "  ( p .  1 3 ) .  F a r  f rom b e i n g  a r b i t r a r y ,  t h i s  k i n d  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  g r o u p i n g  n a s  

s e e n  t o  r e f l e c t  c l o s e l y  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  onn  ach ievemen t :  

T e a c h e r s  n i l l  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t e n d  t o  d i v i d e  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  
t h r e e  g r o u p s :  f i r s t ,  t h o s e  nho a r e  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  ma tu re ;  s e c o n d ,  
t h o s e  who a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  making a v e r a g e  p r o g r e s s ;  and ,  t h i r d ,  t h e  
s l o w  g r o u p  nho h a v e  much i m m a t u r i t y  t o  overcome.  ( p .  1 5 )  

T h e s e  g r o u p s  a p p a r e n t l y  n o u l d  e n a b l e  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  " p l a n  h e r  time [ s o l  

t h a t  s h e  may move f rom g r o u p  t o  g roup ,  g i v i n g  h e r  a t t e n t i o n  n h e r e  i t  i s  most  

needed" ( p .  1 5 ) .  T h i s  n o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  " f a s t e r - l e a r n i n g  and  more m a t u r e  

p u p i l s "  t o  b e  " c h a l l e n g e d  t o  work t o  c a p a c i t y " .  

F o r  " s l o n  l e a r n i n g  p u p i l s "  - i n  r e a d i n g  m a i n l y  t h o s e  f rom " p o o r  home 

e n v i r o n m e n t s "  - " s p e c i a l  a d a p t a t i o n s "  mere n e c e s s a r y :  " p o s s i b l y  t h e  

a s s i g n m e n t s  n i l l  b e  s i m p l e r  and  s h o r t e r "  ( p. 1 5 ) .  I n  terms of  r e a d i n g ,  

p e r h a p s  " r e m e d i a l "  i n s t r u c t i o n  was n e c e s s a r y :  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  ,. 

" d i s a b i l i t i e s "  m i g h t  b e  r e m e d i e d  w i t h  s p e c i a l i z e d  t e x t b o o k s ,  d e c o d i n g  d r i l l s ,  

and " c e r t a i n l y  . . .  more f i r s t - h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  more i l l u s t r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l ,  

and  more r e ~ e t i t i o n s  t o  f i x  a n y  l e a r n i n g  l e m p h a s i s  added1 " ( p. 1 5 ) .  I n  o t h e r  

a r e a s  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  s u c h  a s  o r a l  and  n r i t t e n  e x p r e s s i o n ,  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  

m i g h t  need  " c o r r e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g "  ( p. 2 8 ) .  The f  o l l o n i n g  l i s t '  o f  common g r a d e  

5 u s a g e s  o f f e r s  a n  o f f i c i a l  i n v e n t o r y  of  i l l u s t r a t i v e  k i n d s  o f  o r a l  and  

n r i t t e n  e x p r e s s i o n  which  H e r e  s e e n  t o  r e q u i r e  " c o r r e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g "  ( v i z . ,  

r e m e d i a l  d r i l l ) .  

C o r r e c t  f o r m s  t o  b e  l e a r n e d .  
( a )  Those  books  - not them books .  



H a v e n ' t  a n y  p a p e r  o r  h a v e  n o  p a p e r  - not h a v e n '  t no  p a p e r  
Haven'  t a n y  o r  h a v e  n o n e  - not h a v e n '  t none.  
I h a v e  t u o  h a n d s  - not I h a v e  g o t  two  h a n d s .  
I h a v e  g o n e  - not I h a d  n e n t .  
J a c k  a n d  I ( a s  s u b j e c t )  - not J a c k  a n d  me, o r  me a n d  J a c k .  
C o r r e c t  u s e  o f  may a n d  can. 
C o r r e c t  u s e  o f  an a n d  2. 
The o n e  uho  ( t h a t )  - not t h e  o n e  what.  
C o r r e c t  u s e  of t n o ,  t o o ,  t o ;  h e a r ,  h e r e ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  homonyms. 
28)  

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  g r o u p e d  f o r  r e m e d i a t i o n  n e r e  t o  r e c e i v e  a  g r e a t e r  

d e g r e e  o f  d i r e c t  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  c o n s t a n t  d i a g n o s i s .  By c o n t r a s t ,  " f a s t  

l e a r n i n g "  s t u d e n t s  were s e e n  t o  r e q u i r e  f r o m  t h e  t e a c h e r  " n o t  more 

i n s t r u c t i o n ,  b u t  i n s ~ i r a t i o n  [ e m p h a s i s  a d d e d 1  t o  e n a b l e  them t o  make e x t e n d e d  

u s e  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  t o  become c r e a t i v e  l e a r n e r s "  ( p .  1 5 ) .  

T h r o u g h  t h i s  d i a g n o s i s ,  g r o u p i n g ,  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  p r o c e s s  - a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  terms o f  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t a g e s  - 

Conuay o f f e r e d  a  s c h e m e  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  l i t e r a t e  " h a b i t s "  

a n d  " s k i l l s " .  H i t h i n  t h i s  s y s t e m ,  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  t h u s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  

b a s i s  f o r  p r e - i n s t r u c t i o n a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s .  Moreover ,  i t  e n a b l e d  

t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c u r r i c u l a ,  p e d a g o g i e s ,  s c h o o l s  
L 

a n d  t e a c h e r s .  I n  h i s  p r o v i n c e - w i d e  y e a r l y  s u r v e y s  o f  r e a d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  

Conuay r e l i e d  p r i m a r i l y  o n  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m e a s u r e s  o f  r e a d i n g ,  s t r e s s i n g  

v o c a b u l a r y ,  l e v e l s  a n d  s p e e d  o f  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  p a r a g r a p h  meaning ,  etc.  T h e s e  

tes ts  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  l o c a l  t e a c h e r s '  u s e ,  b u t  C o n u a y ' s  r e c o r d s  r e v e a l  t h a t  

t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  were a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e  by h i s  b r a n c h ,  n h i c h  

a l s o  p r o v i d e d  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  s y s t e m a t i c  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  ( see  A p p e n d i x  B). 

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i n d i v i d u a l  d i s t r i c t s  l i k e  V a n c o u v e r  a n d  V i c t o r i a  r e g u l a r l y  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  s u c h  tests.  N o r m - r e f e r e n c e d  a c h i e v e m e n t  t e s t i n g  was a u g m e n t e d  by 

t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  i n  s e c o n d a r y  E n g l i s h  e d u c a t i o n  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e  h u n d r e d - y e a r -  

o l d  p r o v i n c i a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  s y s t e m .  I n  D i v i s i o n  r e p o r t s  t o  t e a c h e r s ,  



p r i n c i p a l s  a n d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  p r o v i n c i a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e s u l t  Here c r o s s -  

c o r r e l a t e d  n i t h  d a t a  f r o m  y e a r l y  s t a n d a r d i z e d  tests o f  IQ, a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  

r e a d i n g ,  math,  c o n t e n t - a r e a  r e a d i n g ,  a n d  e v e n  h a n d n r i t i n g .  

The  l y n c h p i n  of  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n  s y s t e m  i n  r e a d i n g  a n d  

l a n g u a g e  a r t s  a a s  t h e  modern s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  tes t .  D e s c e n d e d  f r o m  T h o r n d i k e ' s  

f i r s t  u s e  o f  s h o r t  p a r a g r a p h s ,  t h e s e  t e s t s  e n t a i l e d  t e x t u a l  s t i m u l i  a n d  

o b j e c t i v e  q u e s t i o n i n g  t o  m e a s u r e  s t u d e n t  r e s p o n s e .  I t  i s  n o t  t h e  p u r p o s e  of 

t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  l o n g s t a n d i n g  d e b a t e  o v e r  u h e t h e r  

t h e s e  t e s t  a c t u a l  r e a d i n g ,  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  a n d  s o  f o r t h .  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  h a s  

b e e n  t a k e n  u p  b o t h  by c r i t i c s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  m e a s u r e m e n t  a n d  m e a s u r e m e n t  

e x p e r t s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  who c o n t i n u e  t o  d e b a t e  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  a n d  l i t e r a c y  i n ' g e n e r a l  ( e .  g . ,  Tuinman,  1 9 8 6 ;  c f .  S m i t h  1981;  Cook- 

Gumperz, 1 9 8 6 ) .  T h e r e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  a c t u a l  m e a s u r e m e n t  i s s u e  o f  c o n s t r u c t  

v a l i d i t y :  r r h e t h e r  s u c h  tests a c t u a l l y  m e a s u r e  a h a t  t h e y  p u r p o r t  t o  m e a s u r e .  

However, t h e  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  h e r e  r e m a i n s  w i t h  h o ~  t h e y  p r o v i d e d  a  s e t  o f  

t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  t r u t h  c l a i m s  a n d  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  a s s u m p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f o r  t h e  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  c l a s s r o o m  p r a c t i c e s .  

I t  was n o t  a s  i f  Connay ( 1 9 5 6 b )  n a s  u n a n a r e  o f  t h e  " d i s a d v a n t a g e s  a n d  

many d a n g e r s  i n  c e n t r a l i z e d  t e s t i n g w .  I n  t h e  mid-1950s ,  f o l l o n i n g  t n o  d e c a d e s  

o f  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  p r o v i n c e - n i d e  t e s t i n g ,  h e  n o t e d  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  "may be l e d  t o  

d e p e n d  e n t i r e l y "  o n  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  o f  t e s t  a n d  h e n c e ,  t h a t  " d e s i r a b l e  

f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  h i g h  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r - m a d e  t e s t  may b e  

l o s t "  ( p .  5 1 ) .  

The  p r o g r a m  may become i n f l e x i b l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  " p a c k a g e "  t e x t s  
a r e  u s e d .  I f  s e p a r a t e  a n s n e r  s h e e t s  a n d  m a c h i n e  s c o r i n g  a r e  u s e d ,  
t h e  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t e a c h e r  m a r k i n g ,  a n d  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  
m i s t a k e s  by t h e  p u p i l s  o f  t h e i r  o n n  t e s t  p a p e r s  may be n e g l e c t e d .  
( p .  51)  



Conway c l e a r l y  saw t h e  p r i n c i p a l  d a n g e r s  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  i n  terms of  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  a b u s e .  He f u r t h e r  h i g h l i g h t e d  f o r  t e a c h e r s  t h e  d a n g e r s  of  

i n e x a c t ,  hackneyed  u s e  of  a  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t r u m e n t ,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

e f f e c t s  on  t h e  l e a r n e r :  

T h e r e  a l s o  i s  a  d a n g e r  o f  t o o  g r e a t  a  d e p e n d e n c e  i n  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  
s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  program. P romot ion  may b e  b a s e d  e n t i r e l y  on  s u c h  
t e s t s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  l o c a l  tests and  l o c a l  e v a l u a t i o n .  
( p .  521 

Again, Connay d i d  n o t  t a k e  i s s u e  a i t h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  

c e n t r a l i z e d  t e s t i n g  b u t  w i t h  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  a b u s e s .  But  i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e  h e  

seems more c o n c e r n e d  u i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t  r e s u l t s  m i g h t  

be  u sed  by t h e  t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  l o c a l  tests, a g a i n  t a k i n g  f o r  g r a n t e d  

t h e  v e r y  e f f i c a c y  o f  t e s t i n g  p e r  se. 

Connay d i d  a d d r e s s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  i n  terms of b o t h  

p e d a g o g i c a l  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  abuse :  "by r e s i s t i n g  t e n d e n c i e s  t o n a r d  t h e  u s e  

of  t o o  many t e s t s  and  t o n a r d  t e s t i n g  t e a c h e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  p u p i l s ,  ue  hope  t o  

m a i n t a i n  t h a t  a t t i t u d e " .  Yet nowhere  i n  h i s  memos, j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s ,  

t e a c h e r s '  a r t i c l e s  and  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  D e p a r t m e n t a l  p r o g r a m s  o f  s t u d y  a r e  L 

t h e r e  s i g n s  t h a t  h e  o r  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  

q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  t o t a l  s o c i a l  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  mass t e s t i n g  i n  a n  

e x t e n d e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

One o b v i o u s  e f f e c t  was t h a t  c h i l d r e n  f rom l o n e r  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  and  

e t h n i c a l l y  d i v e r g e n t  b a c k g r o u n d s  m i g h t  h a v e  f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  

" s l o a  l e a r n e r s " ,  r e c e i v i n g  d r i l l - c e n t e r e d  r e m e d i a t i o n  n h i c h  b o r e  r e m a r k a b l e  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r o t e  i n s t r u c t i o n  n h i c h  Connay and  o t h e r  

P r o g r e s s i v e s  p u r p o r t e d  t o  a b h o r .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  " f a s t  

l e a r n e r s "  - of i n n a t e  a b i l i t y  and  l i t e r a t e  b a c k g r o u n d s  - was t o  c o n s i s t  o f  



" h i g h  m o t i v a t i o n "  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  " e n r i c h m e n t "  m a t e r i a l s .  Hha t  C o n r a y  d i d  n o t  

see was t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  p r e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  s c r i p t  f o r  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  

t e a c h i r l g  o f  l i t e r a c y ,  i n  i t s  p r o v i s i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p l a c e m e n t s  a n d  

t r e a t m e n t s ,  may h a v e  s e l e c t e d  f o r  a n d  a g a i n s t  s p e c i f i c  g r o u p s  o f  c h i l d r e n .  

A s  f o r  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h i s  o f f i c i a l l y  s a n c t i o n e d  e n s e m b l e  o f  

p r a c t i c e s ,  Connay a n d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  c o n c e i v e d  o f  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  l i t e r a c y  a s  a  t h o r o u g h l y  s c i e n t i f i c  e n t e r p r i s e ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  be 

e n g i n e e r e d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  e m p i r i c a l l y  d e r i v e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  

a n d  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o f  l i t e r a t e  c o m p e t e n c e .  T h i s  v i e w  o f  l i t e r a c y  a f f o r d e d  a  

t h e o r e t i c a l  g r i d  o f  s p e c i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e r e b y  e n a b l i n g  t h e  p l a c e m e n t ,  t r e a t m e n t  

a n d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  g e a r i n g  o f  c l a s s r o o m  p r a c t i c e s  t o n a r d s  

t h e  maximum i n s t r u c t i o n a l  e f f i c i e n c y .  U s i n g  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

s t a n d a r d i z e d  a n d  n o n - s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t  d a t a ,  t e a c h e r s  c o u l d  g r o u p  f o r  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  c a t e r  f o r  " i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e " .  

H i t h  i n s p e c t o r i a l  a n d  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  v i g i l a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  

c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  exam a n d  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t  d a t a  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p o s t r a r  p e r i o d ,  

Connay had  t h e  means  f o r  e n f o r c i n g  t h i s  c o d e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  Though . 
h e  a n d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  saw t h e i r  r o l e  a s  t h e  i m p a r t i n g  o f  e m p i r i c a l  d a t a ,  

p e d a g o g i c a l  c o n c e p t s ,  s o c i a l  f a c t s ,  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  g u i d a n c e ,  t h e i r  b u r e a u c r a t i c  

m a c h i n e r y  i n  f a c t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  d i s c u r s i v e  t e c h n o l o g y  o f  p o r e r  r e i g n i n g  o v e r  

t h e  t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  o f  l i t e r a c y  i n  p r o v i n c i a l  c l a s s r o o m s .  

5. 2. The  t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s :  S t a n d a r d i z i n g  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  e v e n t  

Thus ,  u n d e r  t h e  a e g i s  o f  Conuay '  s d i r e c t o r s h i p ,  t h e r e  was a  s t r o n g  

D e p a r t m e n t a l  b i a s  t o w a r d s  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  - t o r a r d s  t h e  n o r m i n g  o f  l i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  l i n e  w i  t h  t h e  N. S. S. E. s t a t e  of t h e  a r t ,  t o w a r d s  t h e  d r a r i n g  i n  

o f  b o t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  new p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n t o  a  modern  a n d  c e n t r a l l y  



c o n t r o l l a b l e  model o f  t e a c h i n g .  But  t h e  Deney ian  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o u a r d s  

t h e m a t i c ,  i n t e g r a t e d  a p p r o a c h e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  h i s t o r i c a l l y  c o e x i s t  n i t h  t h i s  

t e c h n i c i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The d u a l i t y  o f  modern l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  - t h e  

c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  and  h u m a n i s t i c  n i t h  s c i e n t i f i c  and  s y s t e m a t i c  - n a s  r e f l e c t e d  

i n  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e b o o k s  i s s u e d  by p u b l i s h e r s  a s  a d j u n c t s  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  

c u r r i c u l a r  series. 

A s  n o t e d  i n  C h a p t e r s  2 and  4 ,  a l l  p o s t w a r  r e a d i n g  series came u i t h  

gu idebooks ,  u s u a l l y  i n  a  s m a l l e r  ( a n d  less d u r a b l e )  f o r m a t  t h a n  t h e  t e x t b o o k .  

Al though t h e y  came i n t o  common u s a g e  i n  t h e  i n t e r w a r  p e r i o d ,  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  

t h e s e  g u i d e b o o k s  had become a  c e n t r a l  component  i n  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  "packaged  

c u r r i c u l a "  d u e  t o  b o t h  a g g r e s s i v e  m a r k e t i n g  by p u b l i s h e r s  and  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  

common among e d u c a t o r s  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  and  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  ( " C o l d  Har") i d e o l o g i c a l  d e v i a t i o n  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  n e c e s s i t a t e d  s t r i c t e r  

and  more p r e c i s e  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t e a c h i n g  ( Apple,  1982,  pp. 150-1 1 .  

I n  t h e i r  g u i d e b o o k  t o  t h e  g r a d e s  1  and  2 b a s a l s ,  s e c t i o n s  o f  which were  

r e p r i n t e d  i n  b o t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t a l  c u r r i c u l u m  and B r i t i s h  Columbia S c h o o l s ,  

Gray and  A r b u t h n o t  ( 1947 ,  p. 31 e x p l a i n  t h e i r  i n t e n t s :  

He h a v e  n o t  m e r e l y  g i v e n  a  g e n e r a l  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t e a c h i n g ,  b u t  n e  
h a v e  imp lemen ted  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  by c a r e f u l l y  no rked  o u t  s u s s e s t i o n s  
t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a t  e a c h  s t e ~  [ e m p h a s i s  a d d e d ] ,  r h e t h e r  i t  b e  
p r e p a r i n g  t h e  c h i l d  t o  r e a d ,  g u i d i n g  h i s  r e a d i n g  f rom t h e  book, o r  
i n t e r p r e t i n g  and  a p p l y i n g  t h e  i d e a s  g a i n e d .  He s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  i d e a  
t h a t  a t  e a c h  g r a d e  l e v e l  g u i d a n c e  is needed .  

Smi th  ( 1 9 6 2 )  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  g u i d e b o o k s  s i g n a l e d  t h e  

t r a n s i t i o n  f rom ' ' t r a d i t i o n a l "  r e a d e r s  t o  more modern, c o m p l e t e ,  and  

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  p a c k a g e s .  S u f f i c e  t o  s a y ,  by mid -cen tu ry  any  series 

l a c k i n g  t h i s  k i n d  o f  r e f e r e n c e  g u i d e  would h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  m a j o r  p rob lems  i n  

t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  r e g i o n a l  a d o p t i o n  and  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  



L i k e l y  t h e  f i r s t  o f  s u c h  g u i d e s  had been  o f f e r e d  by Rye r son /Macmi l l an  

w i t h  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  H i q h r o a d s  t o  Read inq  S e r i e s .  The H i q h r o a d s  Manual 

( Ormond, Ormond, and  B e r e s f  o r d ,  1 9 3 2 )  o f f e r e d  a  s h o r t  c o u r s e  i n  t h e o r y ,  model 

l e s s o n s ,  and  a  r a n g e  o f  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  s t r u c t u r i n g  c l a s s r o o m  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  

a s s e s s m e n t  and  r e l a t e d  s k i l l s  t e a c h i n g .  Ormond e t  a l .  o f f e r e d  t o  t e a c h e r s  

t h e  l a t e s t  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of " t h e  r e a d i n g  p r o c e s s " ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

r o l e s  of o r a l  and  s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  " p h o n e t i c s  i n s t r u c t i o n " ,  and  s o  

f o r t h .  I n  a  s e c t i o n  e n t i t l e d  "App ly ing  Our T h e o r i e s " ,  t h e y  p r e s e n t e d  

s y s t e m a t i c  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t e s t i n g  and  g r o u p i n g ,  a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  G r a y ' s  

s t a n d a r d i z e d  r e a d i n g  tests.  S u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  Deweyian " p r o j e c t  work", 

" s u p p l e m e n t a r y  work t o  improve  r e a d i n g  h a b i t s " ,  and  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  a  

" c l a s s r o o m  l i b r a r y "  were i n c l u d e d .  The i n t e r w a r  model f o r  t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s ,  

t h e n ,  i n c l u d e d  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  b a s i s  o f  t h e  s e r i e s ,  model 

l e s s o n s  and  a c t i v i t i e s .  The stress on a s s e s s m e n t  and  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was 

d i r e c t e d  t o  b o t h  b e g i n n i n g  and  t r a d i t i o n a l  t e a c h e r s  w i t h  minimal  t r a i n i n g  i n  

r e a d i n g ,  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  o r  p e d a g o g i c a l  method. 

I t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t ,  u n l i k e  i ts  f o l l o w e r s ,  The H i q h r o a d s  Manual d i d  , 

n o t  o f f e r  s t e p - b y - s t e p ,  l e s s o n - b y - l e s s o n  p r o c e d u r e s ,  o n l y  n o t i n g  "model 

l e s s o n s "  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  p r o s e  and  p o e t r y ,  p h o n i c s  and  comprehens ion ,  

s i l e n t  and  o r a l  r e a d i n g .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i t  r e f e r s  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  a  h o s t  of  

o t h e r  t e x t s  o n  r e a d i n g  pedagogy by G a t e s ,  Gray and  o t h e r s ,  and  a  b i b l i o g r a p h y  

o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e .  I t  r e a d s ,  t h e n ,  more l i k e  a n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  c o u r s e  i n  

t h e  p r a c t i c e  g& t h e o r y  o f  t e a c h i n g  r e a d i n g  and  l a n g u a g e  a r t s ,  n o t  a s  a  

d e n o t a t i v e  s c r i p t  f o r  p r o c e e d i n g  

however, 

The 

t h i s  f o r m a t  had changed .  

C a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  

t h r o u g h  t h e  t e x t b o o k .  By t h e  p o s t w a r  p e r i o d ,  

a l s o  f e a t u r e d  a  manual: T e a c h i n q  Read inq  i n  



t h e  I n t e r m e d i a t e  G r a d e s  ( 1 9 5 7 1 ,  a u t h o r e d  by D i c k i e ,  R i c k e r ,  T y n e r  a n d  

Hoodhead. I t  d i f f e r e d  f r o m  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  i t s  m i n o r  e m p h a s i s  

o n  t h e o r y  and  i t s  s p e c i f i c i t y  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  d a i l y  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

p r a c t i c e .  A 1  t h o u g h  s h o r t e r  i n  l e n g t h ,  s p a n n i n g  o n 1  y  87 p a g e s ,  t h i s  g u i d e b o o k  

o f f e r e d  much more s p e o i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

b a s a l s  i n  t h e  series. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h i s  h a n d b o o k  r e i t e r a t e d  Connay'  s stress 

o n  s c i e n t i f i c  g r o u p i n g  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  w h i l e  r e t a i n i n g  D i c k i e ' s  c o n c e r n  n i t h  

t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  e n t e r p r i s e .  

D i c k i e  e t  a l .  p r o v i d e d  t e a c h e r s  n i t h  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

a p p r o a c h  t o  r e a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  e m b o d i e d  i n  t h e  series.  THO t y p e s  o f  r e a d i n g  

n e r e  t o  b e  t a u g h t :  " i n t e r p r e t i v e  t y p e "  a n d  " n o r k  t y p e " .  The l a t t e r  was a k i n  

t o  G r a y ' s  n o t i o n  of " r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e a d i n g " :  " c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  t o  r e a d  by r e a d i n g  

a n d  o n l y  by e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  r e a d i n g  is a  j o y - g i v i n g  a c t i v i t y  

w i l l  t h e y  be p e r s u a d e d  t o  g i v e  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  c o n s t a n t  p r a c t i c e  n e c e s s a r y "  ( p .  

8 ) .  By c o n t r a s t ,  c h i l d r e n  n e r e  t o  be t a u g h t  " t h e  m e c h a n i c s  o f  n o r k - t y p e  

r e a d i n g " .  R e a d i n g  u a s  t h u s  c o n c e i v e d  a s  " n o r k - t y p e  a n d  l i t e r a r y  s k i l l s ' '  ( p .  

9 )  and ,  D i c k i e  e t  a l .  r e a s o n e d ,  " t o  a c q u i r e  f a c i l i t y  i n  a n y  s k i l l ,  t n o  t y p e s  

o f  p r a c t i c e  a r e  n e c e s s a r y :  ' H h o l e  p r o c e s s  p r a c t i c e '  . . .  a n d  ' e l e m e n t  d r i l l " '  

( p .  9 ) .  I n  o t h e r  n o r d s ,  c h i l d r e n  were s e e n  t o  l e a r n  best  t h r o u g h  p r a c t i c i n g  

t h e  t o t a l  r e a d i n g  a c t  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  mere s e e n  t o  n e e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  p a r t i c u l a r  

s u b s k i l l s  i n  i s o l a t i o n .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  "moving  t h e  e y e s  f r o m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t  i n  

l o n g  e y e  s p a n s ,  r h y t h m i c a l l y ;  u o r d  r e c o g n i t i o n ;  p h r a s i n g ,  o r  word g r o u p i n g ;  

f u s i o n ,  f u s i n g  n o r d  m e a n i n g s  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  t h o u g h t s ;  g e t t i n g  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  a  

word f r o m  t h e  c o n t e x t ;  u s i n g  p h o n i c s  t o  make o u t  t h e  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  

n o r d "  ( p .  9 ) .  T h e s e  were a l l  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  s u b s k i l l s  o f  r e a d i n g ,  

c i t e d  i n  C o n n a y ' s  D e p a r t m e n t a l  c i r c u l a r s  a n d  memos. B u t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  



t h a t  t h e  u n m i s t a k a b l e  e m p h a s i s  h e r e  was on  a  whole  word a p p r o a c h  u h i c h  d i d  n o t  

a f f o r d  p h o n i c s  a  f o c a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

Moving from t h e  C u r r i c u l u m  F o u n d a t i o n  S e r i e s  t o  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  y e a r s ,  

s t u d e n t s  were e x p e c t e d  t o  " u s e  a  r e a d i n g  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  f rom 2000 t o  3000 

uo rds ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  G a t e s  P r i m a r y  R e a d i n g  Vocabu la ry"  and  t o  

" r e a d  s i l e n t l y  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  a b o u t  95 u o r d s  a  minu te"  ( p .  1 0 ) .  Hhat  t h e  

a u t h o r s  o f  t h i s  r e a d i n g  series a imed f o r ,  t h e n ,  was a n  a d m i x t u r e  o f  " u h o l e  

p r o c e s s "  p r a c t i c e  and  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g .  I n  a g r e e m e n t  u i t h  Connay, t h e y  a r g u e d ,  

moreover ,  t h a t  "good r e a d e r s "  would f o c u s  on t h e  f o r m e r ,  w h i l e  " p o o r  r e a d e r s "  

would r e q u i r e  t h e  l a t t e r .  

I n  a g r e e m e n t  u i t h  Conway, D i c k i e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

program s h o u l d  " b e g i n  u i t h  tests" ( p .  1 0 )  

The modern t e a c h e r  knous  t h a t  i t  i s  a  u a s t e  o f  time t o  t r y  t o  t e a c h  
p u p i l s  who a r e  good and  p o o r  i n  a  s u b j e c t  t o g e t h e r .  Both  s u f f e r .  
F o r  e f f i c i e n c y  [ e m p h a s i s  a d d e d ] ,  work ing  g r o u p s  must  b e  formed o n  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  a b i l i t y .  I t  m a t t e r s  l i t t l e  how l o n g  a  c h i l d  h a s  been  i n  
s c h o o l .  Good r e a d e r s  a r e  good r e a d e r s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  i n  Grade  Two 
o r  Grade  S i x .  They need  o n e  k i n d  o f  t r e a t m e n t .  P o o r  r e a d e s  [ s i c 1  
a r e  p o o r  r e a d e r s  i n    hat ever g r a d e  t h e y  a r e  found .  They need  a  
d i f f e r e n t  t r e a t m e n t .  ( p. 1 0 )  

T e a c h i n g  t h e  C a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  t e x t s ,  t h e n ,  u a s  t o  b e g i n  f rom a  s e t  o f  

p r e t e s t s  and  g r o u p i n g s  " a c c o r d i n g  t o  a b i l i t y " .  S e v e r a l  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t s ,  

" o b t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  Book B r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  

E d u c a t i o n "  ( p .  871,  a r e  recommended i n  a  s e p a r a t e  a p p e n d i x  ( e .  g . ,  G a t e s '  B a s i c  

R e a d i n s  T e s t ,  G r a y ' s  O r a l  R e a d i n s  T e s t s ,  G r a y ' s  O r a l  R e a d i n s  Check T e s t s ,  

M e t r o o o l i t a n  R e a d i n s  T e s t s ) .  I n  l i e u  o f  t h e s e ,  t e a c h e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  

s h o r t  p a s s a g e s  and  q u e s t i o n s  ( e . g . ,  " f i n d  t h e  main t h o u g h t " ;  " l o c a t e  d e f i n i t e  

p i e c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n " ;  " r e c o g n i z e  word meanings")  and  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  oun 

" i n f o r m a l "  t e s t s  o f  o r a l  and  s i l e n t  r e a d i n g . .  E i g h t  s a m p l e  tests on  s t o r i e s  i n  

t h e  b a s a l  series a r e  p r o v i d e d  and  g u i d e l i n e s  on  how t o  d i a g n o s e  o r a l  r e a d i n g  



prob lems  a r e  n o t e d  ( p .  1 8 ) .  

Again, t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n i q u e  o r  i n n o v a t i v e  a b o u t  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  hon t o  c o n d u c t  d i a g n o s t i c  a s s e s s m e n t  p r i o r  t o  

t e a c h i n g .  But  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o n  a s s e s s m e n t  - u n ) i k e  t h e  H i s h r o a d s  S e r i e s  - 

c o m p r i s e s  v i r t u a l l y  a  f i f t h  o f  t h e  t o t a l  manual .  T e s t i n g  and  g r o u p i n g  a r e  

p roposed  a s  n e c e s s a r y  p r e c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t e a c h i n g  t h e  t e x t :  

F o l l o n i n g  t h e  t e s t s ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  s h o u l d  d i v i d e  h e r  c l a s s  i n t o  r e a d i n g  
g roups :  t h e  s e n i o r  c l a s s ,  t h e  good r e a d e r s ,  t h o s e  nho a r e  up  t o  
s t a n d a r d  i n  t h e  mechan ic s  o f  r e a d i n g  [ e m p h a s i s  added1 and  r e a d y  t o  be  
t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  of r e a d i n g  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  and  t h e  
j u n i o r  c l a s s ,  t h o s e  nho a r e  be lo i i  s t a n d a r d  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  s k i l l s  and  
need a d d i t i o n a l  e l e m e n t  d r i l ' l  i n  them a s  n e l l  a s  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  nen 
s k i l l s .  ( p .  19 )  

U i t h i n  t h i s  s y s t e m a t i c  a p p r o a c h ,  t e a c h e r  and  s t u d e n t  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  Here 

c r u c i a l :  model i n d i v i d u a l  " p r o g r e s s  c h a r t s "  f o r  t r a c k i n g  t h e  r a t e  of  s i l e n t  

r e a d i n g  and  p e r c e n t a g e  s c o r e s  o n . c o m p r e h e n s i o n  q u i z z e s  were p r o v i d e d  ( p .  48; 

see Appendix B). The n o t i o n  o f  " s e n i o r "  and  " j u n i o r "  g r o u p s  a s  n e l l  i n d i c a t e s  

t h e  k i n d  o f  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  by t e s t  r e s u l t s  n h i c h  i ias  a d v o c a t e d .  H h i l e  t h e  

f o r m e r  would " b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  p r o c e e d  r a p i d l y  t h r o u g h  e a c h  c h a p t e r "  and  
t. 

p r o g r e s s  t o  " t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s u p p l y  o f  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  m a t e r i a l " ,  t h e  l a t t e r  uou ld  

a l t e r n a t e  b e t n e e n  " g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n s "  of  s t o r i e s  n i t h  t h e  s e n i o r  g r o u p  and  

r e m e d i a l ' " e 1 e m e n t  d r i l l "  d r a m  f r o m  D o l c h ' s ,  T h o r n d i k e ' s  and  H u n r o e ' s  "IJord 

L i s t s  f rom Remedia l  Reading"  ( p. 1 9 ) .  

T e s t i n g  and  g r o u p i n g  t h u s  a c t e d  a s  a  p s y c h o m e t r i c  p r e l u d e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  program. T h e r e  n a s  t o  b e  j o i n t  " d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  a s h o r t  

i n t e r p r e t i v e  a c t i v i t y "  b e f o r e  t h e  b r e a k i n g  o f f  i n t o  g r o u p s  f o r  " c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

o r  t e c h n i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s "  ( p .  2 0 ) .  "Read ing  and  l i t e r a r y  s k i l l s "  ( l i s t e d  a s  

" comprehens ion  s k i l l s " ,  " t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s " ,  and  " t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  t h e  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e " )  were t o  b e  t a u g h t  i n  o r d e r ,  f o l l o n i n g  t h e  f o r m a t  



of  " p r o g r e s s i v e  deve lopmen t "  t h r o u g h  "game-type e l e m e n t  d r i l l s "  and  o t h e r  

s p e c i f i c  l e s s o n s .  

Many o f  t h e  s k i l l s ,  however,  n e r e  c o v e r e d  i n  ( d i s p o s a b l e )  "Read ing  

A c t i v i t y  Books" p r o v i d e d  f o r  e a c h  s t u d e n t .  I n t e n d e d  t o  " s u p p l e m e n t ,  b u t  . . .  

n o t  s u p p l a n t ,  t h e  b l a c k b o a r d  l e s s o n s "  ( p. 5 9 ) ,  t h e s e  books  Here  a l l e g e d  t o  

g i v e  i n v a l u a b l e  t r a i n i n g  i n  n o r d  p e r c e p t i o n ,  i n  read-and-do ,  i n  
t h i n k i n g - w h i l e - y o u - r e a d .  They i n t r o d u c e  nen  i i o rds  i n  c o n t e x t ,  r e v i e w  
o l d  ~ o r d s  i n  neu c o n t e x t s ,  g i v e  n o r d  and  p h r a s e  r e c o g n i t i o n  p r a c t i c e .  
They t r a i n  a l s o  i n  s e l e c t i n g ,  a s s o c i a t i n g ,  c o m p a r i n g  and  e v a l u a t i n g  
b o t h  f a c t s  and  i d e a s .  ( p .  26) 

T e a c h e r s  t h e n  c o u l d  t r e a t  d i f f e r e n t  r e a d i n g  g r o u p s  n i t h  a  r a n g e  o f  

e x p e r i e n c e s .  They c o u l d  g i v e  a  " f o r m a l ,  f  u l l - d r e s s  t e a c h i n g  l e s s o n "  n h i c h  

e n t a i l e d  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t o p i c s ,  m o t i v a t i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  r e a d ,  v o c a b u l a r y ,  

" s e t t i n g "  o r  "no rd  s t u d y " .  T h i s  would l e a d  t o  " s i l e n t  r e a d i n g "  and  a  p o s t -  

r e a d i n g  " d i s c u s s i o n "  t o  c h e c k  and  " c o r r e c t "  " t h e  p u p i l ' s  g r a s p  o f  neii i d e a s  

and neu n o r d s "  ( p .  2 5 ) .  O r  t h e y  c o u l d  a l t e r n a t e  t h e s e  t y p i c a l  s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  

l e s s o n s  n i  t h  " e l e m e n t  l e s s o n s "  o r  " p r a c t i c e  l e s s o n s " ,  i. e. , 

a  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e  l e s s o n  i n  n h i c h  t h e  p u p i l s  p r a c t i c e  one  o r  
a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s k i l l s  o f  r e a d i n g  a s :  e y e  movement, n o r d  o r  
p h r a s e  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  f u s i n g ,  g e t t i n g  t h e  m e a r n i n g  o f  a nen  ~ o r d  f rom 
t h e  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  p h o n i c  e x e r c i s e ,  r e a d i n g  a t  
d i f f e r e n t  s p e e d s ,  p r a c t i c e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  
e x e r c i s e .  ( p .  25)  

These ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  D i c k i e ,  were " g e n e r a l l y  b l a c k b o a r d  l e s s o n s  . . .  p r e p a r i n g  

f o r  and  s u p p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  Horkbook E x e r c i s e s "  ( p .  2 5 ) .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  

handbook c i t e d  e x a m p l e s  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  d r i l l  e x e r c i s e s  t o  c o n t e n d  n i t h  " p o o r  

r e a d e r s '  *' h a b i t s  ( e. g . ,  " f a u l t y  e y e  movement", " v o c a l i z a t i o n " ,  " s i n g l e  uo rd  

r e a d i n g " ,  " i n a d e q u a t e  p h o n i c s " ,  " i n a d e q u a t e  r e a d i n g  v o c a b u l a r y " )  ( pp. 53-71 . 

T h e s e  b a s i c  f o r m a t s  - s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  l e s s o n s ,  d r i l l  l e s s o n s  and  uorkbook 

e x e r c i s e s  - c o u l d  b e  a l t e r n a t e d  n i t h  s u s t a i n e d  s u p e r v i s e d  s i l e n t  r e a d i n g  and  



o r a l  r e a d i n g .  I n  sum, t h e s e  were  t h e  m a j o r  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  t r e a t m e n t s  s p e c i f i e d  

f o r  t h e  C a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  S e r i e s  a t  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  e l e m e n t a r y  l e v e l .  H i t h  

Q u a n c e ' s  weekly  s p e l l i n g  lists, t h e s e  s k i l l - b a s e d  a c t i v i t i e s  formed t h e  c o r e  

of  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g .  

Yet D i c k i e ' s  a p p r o a c h  d i d  n o t  e x c l u d e  t o t a l l y  a  r a n g e  o f  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  

and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  pedagogy is a  c u r i o u s  a d m i x t u r e  o f  o l d  and  new, t r a d i t i o n a l  

and P r o g r e s s i v e .  To t e a c h  l i t e r a t u r e ,  s u c h  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  c l a s s i c i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  

a s  c h o r a l  r e a d i n g ,  p r a c t i c e  a t  " r e a d i n g  a l o u d "  l i t e r a r y  p a s s a g e s ,  poems, and  

p l a y s ,  and  " s p e e c h  t r a i n i n g "  a r e  n o t e d  ( c f .  d e  C a s t e l l  and  Luke, 1 9 8 3 ) .  I n  

t h e  l a t t e r ,  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  l i k e  t h e i r  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  

were t o  l e a r n  t o  " s t a n d  i n  c o r r e c t  p o s t u r e "  and  p r a c t i c e  " b r e a t h i n g ,  v o i c e  

p r o d u c t i o n  and  r e s o n a n c e ,  and  a r t i c u l a t i o n n  ( D i c k i e ,  e t  a) .  , p. 7 0 ) .  " B r e a t h y  

voice1* ,  " h a r s h  v o i c e " ,  and  " s h r i l l "  and  " n a s a l "  v o i c e s  were t o  b e  overcome 

t h r o u g h  t h e  " p r o p e r  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t o n e "  ( p .  7 1 ) .  

I n  t h e  r u s h  t o  s y s t e m a t i z e  i n s t r u c t i o n  D i c k i e  and  c o l l e a g u e s  had  n o t  

n e g l e c t e d  e i t h e r  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  u i t h  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e n t  o r  t h e  

Deueyian  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  " e n t e r p r i s e " .  Th roughou t  t h e  g u i d e b o o k  t e a c h e r s  

were e n c o u r a g e d  t o  " i n t e g r a t e "  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t e n t s  o f  s t o r i e s  u i t h  s o c i a l  

s t u d i e s ,  and  f o l l o u  up  t h e i r  l e s s o n s  w i t h  " p r o j e c t s  and  a c t i v i t i e s " .  

The f o l l o w i n g  s a m p l e  l e s s o n  - on t h e  s t o r y  "Kidnapped"  f rom t h e  g r a d e  5 

r e a d e r ,  Gay A d v e n t u r e s  ( D i c k i e ,  R i c k e r ,  Tyner ,  and  Hoodhead, 1947)  - 

e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e  and t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

i d e o l o g i c a l  f o c u s  on  C a n a d i a n  c o n t e n t  t o  b e  t a u g h t .  

E x p l a i n  t o  p u p i l s  t h a t  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  well a s  
Canada b e l o n g e d  t o  B r i t a i n .  Then t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
q u a r r e l l e d  w i t h  B r i t a i n  o v e r  t h e  t a x e s .  . . .  The q u a r r e l  went  on  u n t i l  
many Amer icans  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t o  d o  u a s  t o  s e p a r a t e  f rom 
B r i t a i n  and  fo rm a  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e i r  oun. The two c o u n t r i e s  went  t o  
u a r  and  t h e  Amer i cans  won t h e i r  f reedom.  Most o f  them were  a n x i o u s  



t o  form a  s e p a r a t e  Coun t ry ,  b u t  a  number o f  p e o p l e  d i d  n o t  a p p r o v e  of  
t h i s .  They wished  t o  . . . r e m a i n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire. 
These  p e o p l e  were c a l l e d  U n i t e d  Empire L o y a l i s t s .  The S e p a r a t i s t s  
t r e a t e d  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  v e r y  h a r s h l y ,  t a k i n g  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  . . .  ill- 
t r e a t i n g  many and  e v e n  k i l l i n g  some. Many o f  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  moved t o  
Canada where  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  f r e e  and  y e t  r e m a i n  B r i t i s h .  ( D i c k i e  e t  
a l . ,  1957 ,  p. 32)  

T h i s  complex r e n d e r i n g  o f  s t o r y  c o n t e n t  o b v i o u s l y  is a s  much f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  

b e n e f i t  a s  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s ' .  I t  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  way i n  which modern 

t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s  p r o v i d e d  t e a c h e r s  w i t h  a  s c r i p t  t o  f o l l o w ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  

p r e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  and  l e s s o n s  b u t  f o r  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  

t e x t  c o n t e n t .  T h i s  p a s s a g e  was f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  g u i d e b o o k  by a  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  

o f  t e a c h i n g  s t r a t e g i e s :  

B e f o r e  t h e  p u p i l s  commence r e a d i n g  t h e  s e l e c t i o n ,  show them a  map of  
Canada and  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  R i c h e l i e u  r u n n i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t e  o f  N e w  York and  t h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  Quebec .  ( p .  32)  

T e a c h e r s  were e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  t h e  b a s a l  r e a d i n g  ser ies  a's a  d e p a r t u r e  p o i n t  

f o r  t h e  " i n t e g r a t e d "  t e a c h i n g  o f  h i s t o r y ,  geography ,  s c i e n c e s ,  e t c . ,  a s  well 

a s  a  means f o r  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  i n c u l c a t i o n  o f  r e a d i n g  " s k i l l s " .  T h i s  " p r e -  

r e a d i n g "  m o t i v a t i o n ,  and  p r o v i s i o n  o f  background  k n o n l e d g e  ( w h i c h  m e d i a t e d  how 

t h e  c h i l d  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  t e x t )  was f o l l o w e d  by " p o s t - r e a d i n g "  a c t i v i t i e s :  , 

" a r r a n g i n g  e v e n t s  i n  s t o r y  o r d e r " ;  " d i c t i o n a r y  work"; " l i s t i n g  o f  main 

p o i n t s " ;  "making a n  o u t l i n e " ,  " t es t s  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  map r e a d i n g " ,  and  s o  

f o r t h .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t e a c h e r s  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  " a s s i g n  workbook e x e r c i s e s  

on p a g e s  2 8  and  29  o f  H o r k b o o k - f o r  Gay Adven tu re s "  f o r  most  s t u d e n t s ,  and  t u r n  

t o  " e l e m e n t  d r i l l s "  i n  "word p e r c e p t i o n "  and  " d i c t i o n a r y  p r a c t i c e "  f o r  " p o o r  

r e a d e r s " .  

A s  r e g a r d s  t h e  " p r o j e c t  method",  t e a c h e r s  were t o l d  t h a t  " t h i s  s t o r y  

m i g h t  b e  u s e f u l  i n  a  u n i t  o r  e n t e r p r i s e  o n  PLoneer  L i f e "  which  migh t  e n t a i l  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  "The Durham b o a t ,  t h e  b a t e a u ,  t h e  l o c k s ,  t h e  camp of t h e  



I n d i a n s ,  t h e  b e a r ' s  n e s t  i n  t h e  hay" o r  t h e  p a i n t i n g  o f  " a  f r i e z e  . . .  

d e p i c t i n g  . . . t h e  t r i p ,  making a  c a b i n ,  f i n d i n g  Ann" ( p. 3 7 ) .  However, t h e  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s  n h i c h  t h i s  e x e m p l a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s c r i p t  p r o v i d e d  f o r  

s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  t e x t  may have  d i s c o u r a g e d  t h e  deve lopmen t  of 

f u l l e r ,  more e x t e n d e d  e n t e r p r i s e s .  . . 

On t h e  o n e  hand, t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  Canad ian  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  H e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  

t o  mix i n s t r u c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and  t o  v a r y  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  t o  meet t h e  n e e d s  

o f  s p e c i f i c  g r o u p s  of c h i l d r e n .  On t h e  o t h e r ,  a  r i g i d  p e d a g o g i c a l  agenda  was 

l a i d  o u t .  On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  r e a d i n g  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  r e a d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t  

t e s t  r e s u l t s ,  t h e y  n e r e  t o  s e l e c t  f rom p r e s c r i b e d  p e d a g o g i c a l  t r e a t m e n t s  and  

p r e p a r e d  norkbook e x e r c i s e  s h e e t s .  No d o u b t  i n  many c l a s s r o o m s  t h e  

a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  f o r m a t ,  c o m p r i s i n g  p r e - r e a d i n g  d i s c u s s i o n / s i l e n t  r e a d i n g / p o s t -  

r e a d i n g  d i s c u s s i o n / e x e r c i s e  and  n o r k s h e e t ,  became t h e  s t a p l e  o f  l i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e p e a t e d  d a i l y  f o r  months  a t  a  time a s  c h i l d r e n  moved l o c k - s t e p  

t h r o u g h  t h e  t e x t  i n  s equence .  

The c u m u l a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  e x h a u s t i v e  s e t  o f  t e x t u a l  d i r e c t i v e s  n a s  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  m a c h i n e r y  o f  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  n h i c h  e n t a i l e d  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e x t s  i n  s t a n d a r d i z e d  c l a s s r o o m  l i t e r a c y  e v e n t s .  

T h i s  i s  e x e m p l i f i e d  most  g r a p h i c a l l y  i n  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  l a i d  o u t  

i n  t h e  T e a c h e r ' s  Manual f o r  t h e  C a n a d i a n  S o e l l e r s  ( Q u a n c e ,  1 9 5 1 ) .  

A s  n o t e d  i n  C h a p t e r  4,  Q u a n c e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t e a c h e r s  a  s y s t e m a t i c  and  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o  s p e l l i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  r o u g h l y  

f i f t e e n  t o  t h i r t y  m i n u t e s  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  f u l l  Canad ian  s c h o o l  Year: 

The p l a n  f o l l o w e d  . . .  is t h a t  o f  d i v i d i n g  t h e  n o r k  o f  e a c h  g r a d e  i n t o  
t h i r t y - s i x  l e s s o n s ,  and  e a c h  l e s s o n  i n t o  f i v e  p a r t s  - o n e  p a r t  f o r  
e a c h  o f  f i v e  days .  . . .  T h i r t y  o f  t h e  l e s s o n s  a r e  u sed  f o r  t h e  
deve lopmen t  o f  nen uork.  ( p. 20)  

T h i s  Monday t h r o u g h  F r i d a y  p r e - t e s t / p o s t - t e s t  s y s t e m  was a d o p t e d  by v a r i o u s  



Depar tmen t s  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  The B r i t i s h  Columbia e l e m e n t a r y  Proqrammes o f  S t u d y  

( 1 4 4 7 ,  19541,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  r e p r i n t e d  v e r b a t i m  s e c t i o n s  f rom Q u a n c e ' s  

t e a c h e r s '  manual.  To imp lemen t  t h i s  scheme,  Q u a n c e  p r o v i d e d  t u o  r u n n i n g  

s c r i p t s :  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  p r o v i d e d  d a i l y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  p u p i l  ( " H h a t  t o  Do 

' E a c h  Day") n h i c h  Rere matched  by t h e  m a n u a l ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r  

( "The  Heekly  Program") .  T h e r e  was e x a c t  p a r a l l e l i s m  be tween  t h e  r u l e s  f o r  

s t u d e n t s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  t e x t b o o k  and t h e  g u i d e b o o k  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t e a c h e r  

b e h a v i o r .  C o n s i d e r  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  day-by-day i n j u n c t i o n s  l a i d  o u t  f o r  

g r a d e  3 t e a c h e r s  and  s t u d e n t s .  

On Monday ( "Look  a t  Your Aords") ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  t u r n e d  t o  h i s / h e r  t e x t b o o k  

and n a s  t o l d  t o  "Read t h e  s t o r y .  Your t e a c h e r  u i l l  s a y  e a c h  of  Your Nen Hords.  

Look a t  e a c h  and  s a y  i t  a f t e r  h e r .  F i n d  e a c h  word i n  t h e  s t o r y .  Hrite e a c h  

on t h e  pape r "  ( Q u a n c e ,  1950,  p. 2 ) .  The t e a c h e r  n a s  t o l d  t o  u n d e r t a k e  a  

" c o n v e r s a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p i c t u r e "  a s  a  " s t i m u l a t i n g  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  r e a d i n g  . . .  

and t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  n o r d s  o f  t h e  l e s s o n " .  F o l l o w i n g  t h i s ,  Quance  ( 1 9 5 1 ,  p. 

21 i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  t e a c h e r :  

The n e x t  s t e p  i s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r  t o  p ronounce  e a c h  uo rd  i n  t h e  list 
. . .  and t o  h a v e  t h e  p u p i l s  s a y  i t  a f t e r  h e r .  The t e a c h e r ' s  
p r o n u n c i a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  n a t u r a l  ( n o t  e x a g g e r a t e d ) ,  d i s t i n c t ,  and  
a c c u r a t e .  Check t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  f o r  s u c h  m i s t a k e s  a s  
' g o i n "  and  ' j i s te .  . . .  Hhen t h e  words a r e  b e i n g  p ronounced  by t h e  
t e a c h e r  and  t h e  p u p i l s ,  t h e  p u p i l s  s h o u l d  l o o k  a t  them i n  t h e  no rd  
l ist.  They s h o u l d  t h e n  f i n d  them i n  t h e  s t o r y ,  and  u r i t e  them on a  

' p i e c e  o f  pape r .  

T h i s  Monday p r o c e d u r e  - l i k e  t h e  t o t a l  p rogram - n a s  t o  b e  f o l l o n e d  by b o t h  

t e a c h e r  and  s t u d e n t  n i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no  d e v i a t i o n .  Th roughou t  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  

t e x t ,  Q u a n c e  r e i n f o r c e s  t h i s  n i t h  e n j o i n d e r s  t o  " f o l l o n  t h e  r e g u l a r  s t e p s " ,  

" f o l l o w  c a r e f u l l y  e a c h  s t e p  i n  t h e  p r o c e d u r e " ,  and  s o  f o r t h .  The o n l y  

v a r i a t i o n  a r i s e s  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of  p o s s i b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  t o p i c s  ( e . g . ,  



" T a l k  a b o u t  g o i n g  t o  t h e  s t o r e  and s h o p p i n g  f o r  C h r i s t m a s " )  and  i n  t h e  

n o t a t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  m i s p r o n u n c i a t i o n s  t o  g u a r d  a g a i n s t .  The m a r t i a l  

o r d e r i n g  of  c l a s s r o o m  i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  l i g h t  of  

Q u a n c e ' s  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  "on Monday t h e  p u p i l s  [ h a v e ]  l o o k e d  a t  t h e i r  words 

and saw them i n  m e a n i n s f u l  c o n t e x t  - t h e i r  [ e m p h a s e s  added1 s t o r y " .  

On Tuesday  ( " L e a r n  a b o u t  Your l o r d s " ) ,  s t u d e n t s  n e r e  a s k e d  t o  "Do what  i t  

a s k s  you t o  do  u n d e r  L e a r n  a b o u t  Your l o r d s .  Look a t  e a c h  word b e f o r e  you 

w r i t e  it. H r i t e  e a c h  word c a r e f u l l y "  ( 1 9 5 0 ,  p. 5 ) .  I n  i n d i v i d u a l  l e s s o n s ,  

s t u d e n t s  were t o l d  t o  " b e  s u r e  t o  write t h e  number o f  e a c h  p a r t  on  pape r "  ( p .  

51, w h i l e  u n d e r t a k i n g  e x e r c i s e s  i n  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  a p o s t r o p h e s ,  

s y l l a b i f i c a t i o n ,  f i l l i n g  i n  m i s s i n g  l e t t e r s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  compound words, and 

o t h e r  s u b s k i l l s  o f  s p e l l i n g .  Quance  ( 1 9 5 1 ,  p. 21)  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r  

t h a t  t h e s e  exercises n e r e  " i n d u c t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s "  o p t i m a l l y  s u i t e d  t o  t e a c h  t h e  

" e s s e n t i a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  i n  word meaning  and  i n  uo rd  b u i l d i n g " .  He 

i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  t e a c h e r  " t o  s u p e r v i s e  a l l  t h e i r  work c l o s e l y  a t  f i r s t ,  and  

c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  s o  u n t i l  t h e y  show t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  g a i n e d  t h e  power t o  do  i t  

i n d e p e n d e n t l y "  ( p. 2 2 ) .  b 

On Hednesday ( " T e s t  on Your l o r d s " ) ,  s t u d e n t s  Here  t o l d  t o  "write e a c h  of 

Your l o r d s  on  a  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  a s  y o u r  t e a c h e r  s a y s  it. Keep t h i s  p a p e r .  

Draw a  l i n e  t h r o u g h  e a c h  word t h a t  you mis sed .  B e s i d e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e ,  write i t  

a s  i t  i s  i n  y o u r  book" ( 1 9 5 0 ,  p. 2 ) .  The t e a c h e r  was i n s t r u c t e d :  

The c o r r e c t  p r o c e d u r e  i n  g i v i n g  t h e  t e s t  is, f i r s t ,  t o  s a y  t h e  no rd  
d i s t i n c t l y ;  s e c o n d ,  t o  r e a d  t h e  s e n t e n c e  i n  which  t h e  word i s  used ,  
s t r e s s i n g  t h e  n o r d  v e r y  s l i g h t l y ;  t h e n  t o  s a y  t h e  word a g a i n ,  whan 
t h e  p u p i l s  write it. ( 1 9 5 1 ,  pp. 22-31 

Quance  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  s e r v e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  words i n  " c o n t e x t u a l  

m a t e r i a l "  ( p .  2 2 ) .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h e  n ~ t  o n l y  p r o v i d e d  t h e  words b u t  a l s o  

s p e c i f i e d  s e n t e n c e s  f o r  t h e  tes t .  F o r  t h e  words  "has" ,  " t h r e e " ,  "coming", 
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"where" and  " h o t "  i n  l e s s o n  21 of t h e  g r a d e  2  s p e l l e r ,  h e  o f f e r e d  t h e  

f  01 l owi ng: 

1. The postman h a s  a  p a r c e l .  
2. Grandpa h a s  t h r e e  p i g s .  
3. Is J i m  coming t o  t h e  b a l l  game? 
4. Hhere  i s  my c o a t ?  
5. The s u n  is h o t .  

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h a t e v e r  a u t h e n t i c  c o n t e x t u a l  mean ings  may h a v e  been  g e n e r a t e d  

e i t h e r  i n  ( " t h e i r " )  d i s c u s s i o n  o r  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  was t o l d  

t o  a d h e r e  t o  Q u a n c e ' s  s e n t e n c e s  and f o l l o w  e x a c t  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  s t r e s s ,  

i n t o n a t i o n  and  r e p e t i t i o n .  

A f t e r  t h i s  p r e - t e s t ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  was e x p e c t e d  t o  m o n i t o r  s t u d e n t s ,  

e n s u r i n g  t h a t  " n o r d s  t h a t  h a v e  been  m i s s p e l l e d  s h o u l d  b e  r e w r i t t e n  c o r r e c t l y  

b e s i d e  t h e  wrong form" ( p .  2 3 ) .  The l ist  was t o  b e  r e t a i n e d  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  

" u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  s t u d y  p e r i o d  on  Thursday" .  On T h u r s d a y  ("Hake  S u r e  o f  Your 

Hords" ) ,  s t u d e n t s  mere t o l d  t o  " s t u d y  t h e  n o r d s  t h a t  you m i s s e d  l a s t  F r i d a y  

and y e s t e r d a y "  ( 1 9 5 0 ,  p. 2 ) .  I f  t h e y  had f e n  e r r o r s ,  t h e y  was t o l d  t o  e x p e c t  

t h a t  " y o u r  t e a c h e r  may a s k  you t o  l e a r n  t h e  More Hords  t o  S tudy" .  A f i v e  

p o i n t  s y s t e m  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  was l a i d  o u t  f o r  s t u d e n t s :  

I .  Look a t  t h e  word. Say  i t  s o f t l y .  I f  i t  h a s  more t h a n  o n e  p a r t  
o r  s y l l a b l e ,  s a y  t h e  word a g a i n ,  p a r t  by p a r t , ' a s  r a b  b i t ,  w h i l e  
l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  l e t t e r s  i n  e a c h  s y l l a b l e .  
2. Look a t  t h e  word and  s a y  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  y o b r s e l f  two times. I f  
t h e  word h a s  more t h a n  o n e  s y l l a b l e ,  s a y  t h e  l e t t e r s  i n  e a c h  s y l l a b l e  
by t h e m s e l v e s .  
3. A i t h o u t  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  word, write it. 
4. F i n d  t h e  word i n  y o u r  l ist. S e e  i f  i t  is  r i g h t .  H r i t e  i t  two 
more times. 
5. I f  you s p e l l e d  i t  wrong, s t u d y  t h e  word a g a i n  a s  i n  s t e p s  1 , 2 ,  3, 
and 4 ,  l o o k i n g  c a r e f u l l y  a t  t h e  l e t t e r s  t h a t  you mis sed .  ( p .  3 )  

Dur ing  t h i s  s t u d y  p e r i o d ,  a s  t h e  s t u d e n t  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  s c r i p t ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  was 

t o  p l a y  a n  " a c t i v e  and  h e l p f u l  r o l e " :  " s h e  s h o u l d  t a k e  e x t r e m e  c a r e  t o  see 

t h a t  t h e  p u p i l s  . . .  s t u d y  t h e i r  words  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  n i t h  t h e  method of  



s t u d y i n g  a  word o u t l i n e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  p u p i l ' s  book" ( 1 9 5 1 ,  p. 2 3 ) .  

A s  i n  T u e s d a y ' s  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d y ,  t h e n ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  was r e q u i r e d  t o  d o  l i t t l e  

d i r e c t  ( much less, c r e a t i v e )  i n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  a l l ,  t h e  t e a c h e r '  s r o l e  was t o  

m o n i t o r  and  e n f o r c e  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  t e x t b o o k .  

On F r i d a y  ( " T e s t  on Your l o r d s  Aga in" ) ,  ' s t u d e n t s  were  made t o  "lrite Your 

New Aords and  Your Review S e n t e n c e  a s  y o u r  t e a c h e r  s a y s  each"  ( 1 9 5 0 ,  p. 3 ) .  

The f i n a l  t e s t  was s i m i l a r  i n  f o r m a t  t o  t h e  p r e - t e s t  b u t  p u p i l s  were a l s o  t o  

' be  t e s t e d  on words t h e y  had mi s sed  i n  p r e v i o u s  weeks ( " l o r d s  You Missed  L a s t  

F r i d a y " )  and  on " e n r i c h m e n t "  words ("More  l o r d s  t o  S t u d y " ) .  T e a c h e r s  were  

a l s o  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a  mark ing  p r o c e d u r e :  " P u p i l s  may mark t h e i r  own t e s t  p a p e r s  

n i t h  b e n e f i t  b u t  o n l y  i f  t h i s  i s  done  u n d e r  c a r e f u l  s u p e r v i s i o n " .  F o l l o w i n g  

t h e  t e s t ,  e a c h  p u p i l  was t o  mark h e r / h i s  s c o r e  on  a  c h a r t  e n t i t l e d  "Your 

S p e l l i n g  Record",  a d d i n g  e r r o r s  t o  h e r / h i s  " s p e l l i n g  no tebook"  f o r  n e x t  weeks 

r e t e s t i n g  ( s e e  Appendix B). T h i s  s y s t e m  of  c h a r t i n g  s t u d e n t  r e s u l t s ,  matched  

by t h o s e  p r o v i d e d  by D i c k i e ' s  and  o t h e r  b a s a l  r e a d i n g  s e r i e s ,  was d e s i g n e d  t o  

g e n e r a t e  s t u d e n t  p r i d e  i n  a c h i e v e m e n t  and  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  improvement .  A more 
L 

s u b t l e  management e f f e c t  was a c h i e v e d  i n s o f a r  a s  s u c h  c h a r t i n g  p r o v i d e d  

t e a c h e r s  w i t h  a  s y s t e m a t i c  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  t p a c k i n g  s t u d e n t  

p r o g r e s s .  

To c o m p l e t e  t h e  c u r r i c u l a r  package ,  Q u a n c e  p r o v i d e d  t e a c h e r s  n i t h  " a  

m o d i f i e d  p l a n "  d e s i g n e d  f o r  o c c a s i o n s  when " t h e  f i v e - d a y  week i s  b r o k e n  by a  

h o l i d a y " .  A f u l l  " s i x  weeks r e v i e w "  was s i m i l a r l y  o r d e r e d ,  g i v i n g  s t u d e n t s  a  

week t o  r e v i e w  words t h e y  p r e v i o u s l y  had found  d i f f i c u l t .  Quance  a l s o  

e x p e r i m e n t e d  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  a d j u n c t  " t ex t -workbook"  f o r  t h e  

s e r i e s ,  a  d i s p o s a b l e  e x e r c i s e  book t o  b e  u sed  d u r i n g  r e v i e w  weeks ( p .  2 5 ) .  

Q u a n c e ' s  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e n ,  e p i t o m i z e d  t h e  k i n d  o f  s y s t e m a t i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  

2 2 1  



c u r r i c u l u m ,  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  a d v o c a t e d  by many p o s t  n a r  e d u c a t o r s .  

T e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  n e r e  p r o v i d e d  n i t h  c o r r e l a t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s c r i p t s ,  

n h i c h  r e l i e d  o n  r e d u n d a n c y  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  e x e r c i s e  a n d  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  The  t e c h n i c a l  f o r m  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  t h u s  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  

. i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  t h i s  s c h e m e  f o r  t h e  management  o f  d a i l y  

I i n s t r u c t i o n a l  e v e n t s  n a s  v i r t u a l l y  ' t e a c h e r p r o o f ' .  T e a c h e r s '  n e r e  p r o v i d e d  

u i t h  s t e p - b y - s t e p  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  many o f  n h i c h ,  a s  n o t e d ,  c o n c e r n e d  k e e p i n g  t h e  

I, 
s t u d e n t s  i n  l i n e  n i t h  t h e  t e x t b o o k  i n s t r u c t i o n s  p r o v i d e d .  M o r e o v e r ,  

a s s e s s m e n t  was s y s t e m a t i z e d .  V a r i a b l e s  s u c h  a s  t e a c h e r - g e n e r a t e d  s e n t e n c e s  

and  s t u d e n t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p r o s e  p a s s a g e s  n e r e  e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e  a n d  

p o s t - t e s t  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  a  g r i d - l i k e  r e c o r d i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  m o n i t o r i n g  s t u d e n t  

p r o g r e s s  n a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  c u r r i c u l a r  p a c k a g e .  L i t t l e  n a s  l e f t  t o  c h a n c e .  

To s u m m a r i z e :  t h i s  k i n d  o f  s y s t e m a t i c  l i t e r a c y  p e d a g o g y  - r e c o g n i z a b l e  t o  

a n y  C a n a d i a n  o r  A m e r i c a n  p o s t n a r  s t u d e n t  - a l o t t e d  d i s t i n c t  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  

e a c h  d a y  o f  t h e  n e e k ,  a n d  n a s  r e p e a t e d  w e e k l y .  T h i s  r o u t i n e  n a s  o n l y  b r o k e n  

b y  a  r e v i e n  l e s s o n  e v e r y  s i x  weeks.  Q u a n c e ' s  e m p h a s i s  n a s  t h a t  e a c h  meek, 

e a c h  d a y  a n d  e a c h  moment i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  l i t e r a c y  e v e n t  s h o u l d  f o l l o n  a n  

" o r d e r l y  p r o c e d u r e "  ( 1 9 5 1 ,  p. 2 4 ) .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  bad  

pedagogy;  n o  d o u b t  Quance  a n d  many c u r r e n t l y  t e a c h i n g  n o u l d  make t h e  c a s e  t h a t  

t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  e a c h  p r o c e d u r e  ( e. g. , t h e  s t e p s  f o r  " n o r d  s t u d y " )  is 

e m p i r i c a l l y  v e r i f i a b l e .  I n  t h i s  m a n n e r ,  t h e  t o t a l  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e x t b o o k /  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  e v e n t / a s s e s s m e n t  s e q u e n c e  o p e r a t e d  t a u t o l o g i c a l l y .  I t  Has a  

c l o s e d  s y s t e m  c a p a b l e  of p r o v i d i n g  i t s  o n n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  c o n f i r m a t i o n .  

c u r r i c u l a  n o u l d  y i e l d  h i g h e r  t e s t  s c o r e s ,  v e r i f y i n g  t h e i r  o n n  v a l i d i t y  i n  

terms o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  c r i t e r i a  a n d  a p p a r a t u s e s  upon  w h i c h  



t h e y  had been  d e v e l o p e d  and  imp lemen ted .  

Yet t h e  sum e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f e c t  of  t h i s  k i n d  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  e n t a i l s  f a r  

more t h a n  t h e  s i m p l e  l e a r n i n g  o f  s p e l l i n g .  F o r  t h e  t e x t b o o k  h e r e  p r o v i d e d  a  

s t r i c t  a n d  i n f l e x i b l e  s e q u e n c e  o f  b e h a v i o r s  f o r  l i t e r a c y  l e a r n i n g ;  t h e  

t e a c h e r ' s  manua l  p r o v i d e d  a  l i k e  s e q u e n c e  o f  b e h a v i o r s  f o r  l i t e r a c y  t e a c h i n g .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  a  s t r ict  c o d e  of  t e a c h e r  and  s t u d e n t  c o n d u c t  r e i g n e d  o v e r  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  c o d e  f o r  t h e  a c t u a l  r e a d i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  o f  a n d  

s p e a k i n g  a b o u t  t e x t .  

A s  n o t e d  a t  t h e  o n s e t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e r e  Has d e f e n s i b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  k i n d  o f  e x p l i c i t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t e a c h e r s .  H i t h  a  p o s t w a r  

t e a c h e r  s h o r t a g e ,  b u r g e o n i n g  e n r o l m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  i n d u c t i o n  o f  war  

v e t e r a n s  i n t o  t e a c h i n g  r a n k s  t h r o u g h o u t  Eng l i sh -Canada ,  many c l a s s r o o m  

t e a c h e r s  Here g r o s s l y  u n d e r q u a l i f i e d  ( L a w r  a n d  G idney ,  1973 ,  p. 232). I t  is 

c e r t a i n  t h a t  many t e a c h e r s  would h a v e  been  u n a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e ,  f o r  examp le ,  t h e  

k i n d  o f  d e t a i l e d  ( o r  b i a s e d )  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  U n i t e d  Empi r e  L o y a l i s t s  

o f f e r e d  by D i c k i e  e t  a l .  H i t h o u t  Quance '  s handbook ,  o t h e r s  m i g h t  h a v e  
L 

r e v e r t e d ,  f o r  b e t t e r  o r  Horse ,  t o  a  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r o t e ,  d r i l l  a p p r o a c h  t o  

t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  s p e l l i n g ,  t e a c h i n g  a s  t h e y  were t a u g h t .  Bu t  t h e s e  t o t a l  

c u r r i c u l a r  p a c k a g e s  c o u l d  h a r d l y  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  e n g e n d e r  t h e  humane, 

" s o c i a l i z e d  r e c i t a t i o n "  of  t h e  " e n t e r p r i s e "  a d v o c a t e d  by P r o g r e s s i v e s  l i k e  

King a n d  D i c k i e  ( 1 9 4 0 ,  1 9 4 1 ) .  

A s  p r a c t i c e s  t h e y  were - a p a r t  f r o m  a l l  e l se  - f o r m s  o f  c o n t r o l ,  s y s t e m s  

whereby b o t h  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  c o u l d  b e  managed f o r  t h e  f u l l  t h i r t y  s i x  

weeks o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r .  A s  f o r m s  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e y  were 

means f o r  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o r s .  S t u d e n t s  l e a r n e d  t o  

f u n c t i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  i m p e r s o n a l  o r a l  a n d  w r i t t e n  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and t o  



a c c e p t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and  g r o u p i n g  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  s u r v e y  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  A s  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  l i t e r a c y  a n d  t h e  

l i t e r a t e ,  t h e y  c o r r o b o r a t e d  Conway e t  a l . ' s  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  d e s c r i p t i o n  and  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m s  o f  l i t e r a t e  a n d  o r a l  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  

5 .3 .  T e a c h i n g  l i t e r a c y  by t h e  number s  a n d  t h e  p e d a g o g i c a l  d o u b l e  b i n d  

H h i l e  t h e  l i k e s  o f  Conway a d v o c a t e d  more s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g ,  g r o u p i n g  

and  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  - h a l l m a r k s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Bowles  a n d  G i n t i s  ( 1 9 7 6 1 ,  o f  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  m e r i t o c r a c y  - many t e a c h e r s '  g u i d e s  a n d  c u r r i c u l a r  d o c u m e n t s  

t e n d e d  t o  a d v o c a t e  b o t h  t h i s  t e c h n o c r a t i c  a p p r o a c h  a n d  more o v e r t l y  

P r o g r e s s i v e  methods .  Some a n a l y s e s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  i n d u s t r i a l - s t y l e  e d u c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  e r a  y i e l d e d  a n  i n e x o r a b l e  m a c h i n e r y  o f  s o c i a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n :  

t h a t  s c h o o l s ,  i n  t h e  d i s b u r s e m e n t  o f  l i t e r a t e  c o m p e t e n c e s  a n d  s o c i a l  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ,  were f l a w l e s s  i m i t a t i o n s  o f  f a c t o r i e s ,  p r o d u c i n g  m a s s e s  of 

a c q u i e s c e n t  w o r k e r s  u n d e r  q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l l e d  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s e l e c t i n g  a g a i n s t  

c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  p o o r  a n d  e t h n i c  a n d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h o s e  o f  a  w h i t e  c o l l a r  e l i t e  

( e. g . ,  S p r i n g ,  1976 ;  B o n l e s  a n d  G i n t i s ) .  T h e r e  is, however ,  a  s e t  o f  

d i s c u r s i v e  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  p o s t w a r  d i s c o u r s e  on  

p r a c t i c e .  The  d u a l  s t r a n d s  o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  pedagogy  - t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  and  

h u m a n i s t i c  - c o n t i n u e d  t o  c o e x i s t  s i d e  by s i d e  ( d e  C a s t e l l  a n d  Luke, 1 9 8 3 ) .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  l i t e r a c y  n a s  c o n c e i v e d  o f  b o t h  a s  a  set  o f  " m e c h a n i c a l  s k i l l s "  

and  a s  a  c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s  c a p a b l e  of e n r i c h i n g  " i n d i v i d u a l "  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  

I n  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  n a s  c a u g h t  i n  wha t  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t h e o r i s t s  h a v e  t e r m e d  a  " d o u b l e  b i n d "  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  h i s  

c l a s s i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of  s c h i z o p h r e n i a ,  B a t e s o n  ( 1976 ,  p. 6 )  d r a w s  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  " c o n t e x t "  i n  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  messages :  



when " u n r e s o l v a b l e  s e q u e n c e s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e "  o c c u r ,  t h e  human s u b j e c t  i s  

c o n f r o n t e d  w i  t h  t h e  " d o u b l e  b i n d  s i t u a t i o n " .  

B a t e s o n  e x p l i c a t e s  n h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r s  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  d o u b l e  

b i n d .  Tno o r  more p e r s o n s  m u s t  b e  i n v o l v e d  a n d  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n s  " i n f l i c t e d "  

upon t h e  s u b j e c t  m u s t  o c c u r  f r o m  " r e p e a t e d  e x p e r i e n c e s " .  B a t e s o n  d o e s  n o t  

l o c a t e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  s c h i z o p h r e n i a  i n  a  " s i n g l e  t r a u m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e "  b u t  

r a t h e r  i n  " h a b i t u a l  e x p e c t a t i o n " .  The a c t u a l  d o u b l e  b i n d  e m e r g e s  f r o m  t h e  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e t n e e n  " p r i m a r y "  a n d  " s e c o n d a r y  n e g a t i v e  i n j u n c t i o n s " .  F i r s t  

t h e  human s u b j e c t  i s  c o n f r o n t e d  n i t h  a n  i n j u n c t i o n  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  t o  a v o i d  

p u n i s h m e n t .  The  n e x t  " n e c e s s a r y  i n g r e d i e n t "  e n t a i l s  a  " s e c o n d a r y  i n j u n c t i o n " .  

B a t e s o n  d r a m s  o n  R u s s e l l ' s  t h e o r y  o f  l o g i c a l  t y p e s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h i s  

s e c o n d a r y  i n j u n c t i o n  s t a n d s  " c o n f l i c t i n g  n i t h  t h e  f i rs t  a t  a  more a b s t r a c t  

l e v e l "  t h o u g h ,  l i k e  t h e  p r i m a r y  i n j u n c t i o n  i t  t o o  i s  e n f o r c e d  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  

n e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  The  d o u b l e  bound i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e n ,  is c o n f r o n t e d  n i  t h  

c o n f l i c t i n g  i n j u n c t i o n s  t o  a c t i o n ,  e a c h  n i t h  p o t e n t i a l l y  n e g a t i v e  

c o n s e q u e n c e s .  F i n a l 1  y, a  " t e r t i a r y  n e g a t i v e  i n j u n c t i o n "  p r o h i b i t s  t h e  s u b j e c t  

" f r o m  e s c a p i n g  f r o m  t h e  f i e l d n ;  t h a t  is, t h e  c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  p r i m a r y  a n d  ,. 

s e c o n d a r y  i n j u n c t i o n s  is e n f o r c e d .  B a t e s o n  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h i s  s e q u e n c e  "may 

t h e n  be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r e c i p i t a t e  p a n i c  o r  r a g e n  ( p. 7) 

F o l l o n i n g  B a t e s o n ,  o t h e r s  h a v e  o u t l i n e d  i n s t a n c e s  a n d  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  

d o u b l e  b i n d  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  H a t z l a n i c k ,  B e a v i n  a n d  J a c k s o n  

( 1967 ,  p. 1 9 5 )  d e s i g n a t e  hon o n e  f o r m  of t h e  d o u b l e  b i n d ,  t h e  p a r a d o x i c a l  

i n j u n c t i o n ,  c a n  p l a c e  p e o p l e  " o c c u p y i n g  t h e  o n e - d o n n  p o s i t i o n "  i n  " u n t e n a b l e  

p o s i t i o n s " .  T h e i r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  p a r a d o x i c a l  i n j u n c t i o n s  - n h i c h  amount  t o  

s i n g l e  u t t e r a n c e s ,  i m p e r a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  commands a n d  o r d e r s  w h i c h  i n  

t h e m s e l v e s  embody p a r a d o x  - i n d i c a t e s  hon a l l  o f  B a t e s o n ' s  c o n d i t i o n s  c a n  b e  



met s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  F i r s t ,  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  bound i n t e r a c t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  may 

i t s e l f  s e r v e  a s  a  t e r t i a r y  i n j u n c t i o n .  To u s e  l a t z l a n i c k  e t  a l . ' s  example,  a  

c a p t a i n ' s  o r d e r  t o  a  s u b o r d i n a t e  is b i n d i n g ;  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  h a s  no  c h o i c e  b u t  

t o  comply by t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  c o d e s  and r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

Fu r the rmore ,  t h e y  n o t e  t h a t  

t h e  most  f r e q u e n t  form i n  n h i c h  pa radox  e n t e r s  i n t o  t h e  p r a g m a t i c s  o f  
human communica t ion  is t h r o u g h  a n  i n j u n c t i o n  demanding s p e c i f i c  
b e h a v i o r .  . . .  The p r o t o t y p e  o f  t h i s  message  is, t h e r e f o r e ,  " B e  
spon taneous ! "  Anybody c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h i s  i n j u n c t i o n  is  i n  a n  
u n t e n a b l e  p o s i t i o n ,  f o r  t o  comply h e  nou ld  h a v e  t o  be  s p o n t a n e o u s  
w i t h i n  a  f r a m e  of compl i ance ,  o f  n o n s p o n t a n e i t y .  ( pp. 199-2001 

T h i s  example,  of t h e  p e r s o n  e n j o i n e d  t o  " b e  free", o r  " b e  s p o n t a n e o u s "  o r  

o f  t h e  c h i l d  t o l d  " D o n ' t  be  s o  o b e d i e n t "  ( p .  200) a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  

p l i g h t  o f  t h e  p o s t w a r  t e a c h e r .  On t h e  o n e  hand s / h e  o p e r a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  

t h e  e t h i c a l  i n j u n c t i o n s  o f  Deneyianism. S / h e  ras  e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  l i k e s  o f  

D i c k i e  and  p r o v i n c i a l  i n s p e c t o r s  t r a i n e d  t o  imp lemen t  B. B. K i n g ' s  " s o c i a l i z e d  

r e c i t a t i o n "  t o  e x e r c i s e  s p o n t a n e i t y ,  t o  t a i l o r  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  and i n s t r u c t i o n  

t o  l o c a l  and  i n d i v i d u a l  needs ,  t o  b e  f l e x i b l e  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t e x t  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s / h e r  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and  t h e  human s u b j e c t s  u n d e r  h e r  

cha rge .  F o l l o n i n g  t h e  e n  j o i n d e r  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  " b e g i n  n i  t h  t e s t i n g "  and 

"g roup ing" ,  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  Canad ian  P a r a d e  t e a c h e r s '  manual l e f t  a c t u a l  

p r o c e d u r e s  up  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r .  Echo ing  Connay, t h e y  a s s u r e d  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  

" s u g g e s t i o n s  made a r e  s u g g e s t i o n s  on ly .  The t e a c h e r  n i l 1  u s e  them o n l y  when 

and a s  s h e  t h i n k s  b e s t "  ( D i c k i e ,  e t  a l . ,  1957,  p. 2 0 ) .  A p a r t  f rom t h e  

a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  d r i l l i n g  of  " p o o r  r e a d e r s "  i n  s u b s k i l l  a r e a s ,  a  v a r i e t y  of 

p a t e n t l y  c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  mere recommended: t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  method, 

a  program o f  c u r r i c u l a r  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  t h e  i n f o r m e d  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t e x t b o o k  

s e q u e n c e s ,  and  s o  f o r t h .  

Yet t h e  c o n v e r s e  s i d e  of t h i s  p a r a d o x i c a l  i n j u n c t i o n  n a s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  



s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  of  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  v e r y  t e x t  t h a t  demanded 

i n n o v a t i o n .  H h i l e  i n v i t e d  t o  e x t r a p o l a t e  and  t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  e x p e r i m e n t  

i n  o r d e r  t o  a d d r e s s  i n d i v i d u a l  and  l o c a l  needs ,  t e a c h e r s  were c o n f r o n t e d  ~ i t h  

. 
a n  e x h a u s t i v e ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  and  b i n d i n g  s e t  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  p r o c e d u r e s  and 

a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i g i l a n t  s y s t e m  of  c e n t r a l i z e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and  

c o n t r o l .  ' 
T e a c h e r s  had t o  c o n t e n d  w i t h  y e a r l y  p r o v i n c i a l  s t a n d a r d i z e d  a c h i e v e m e n t  

t e s t i n g ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  yea r - end  c u r r i c u l a r  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  and  i n s p e c t o r s  and 

p r i n c i p a l s  armed w i t h  c u r r i c u l u m  documents .  With a d d i t i o n a l  complementary  

g u i d e l i n e s  i s s u e d  by p u b l i s h e r s ,  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  i m p l y  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  

s c e n a r i o  which  e n c o u r a g e d  p e d a g o g i c a l  ( a n d  hence ,  l i t e r a t e )  c o n f o r m i t y .  The 

t e a c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g  and  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  was u n d e r g o i n g  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  r e f o r m a t i o n  

t o w a r d s  i n c r e a s e d  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n .  T e a c h e r s  were e n c o u r a g e d  t o  v i e n  t h e  

p r o c e s s  of t e a c h i n g  a s  a  t e c h n i c a l  e n t e r p r i s e ,  e n t a i l i n g  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  and  

e x a c t  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  a  c u r r i c u l a r  t e c h n o l o g y  ( d e  C a s t e l l  and  Luke, i n  p r e s s ) .  

I n  tandem a i t h  t h i s  r e c a s t i n g  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  a s  c u r r i c u l a r  manager ,  l i t e r a t e  . 
compe tence  n a s  normed i n t o  a  series of  d i s c r e t e ,  t e c h n i c a l l y  i m p a r t e d  s k i l l s .  

The r e l a t e d  u n i v e r s a l  a s s e s s m e n t  program, moreover ,  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a  t e r t i a r y  

i n j u n c t i o n ,  making  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p r i m a r y  i n j u n c t i o n  u n l i k e l y ,  i f  n o t  

c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  

A c o r r e l a t i v e  p r e s s u r e  r e s u l t e d  f rom t h e  premium which  a.11 o f  t h e s e  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  p l a c e d  on  " i n t e g r a t i o n " .  A s  a e  h a v e  s e e n ,  t e a c h e r s  

were e n c o u r a g e d  i n  p u b l i s h e r s '  g u i d e b o o k s  and  D e p a r t m e n t a l  c u r r i c u l u m  g u i d e s  

t o  t e a c h  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  i n  a n  i n t e r r e l a t e d ,  c o h e s i v e  manner: Q u a n c e ' s  t e x t s ,  

f o r  example ,  were  s u p p o s e d  t o  complement  " r e l a t e d  l a n g u a g e  a r t s " .  D i c k i e ' s  

e n t e r p r i s e  method was p r e m i s e d  o n  t h e  m e l d i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f  l e s s o n s  i n  v a r i o u s  



modes o f  o r a c y  a n d  l i t e r a c y  a r o u n d  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e m e s  a n d  p i e c e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  

I n d e e d  b o t h  The C a n a d i a n  S ~ e l l e r s  and  t h e  C a n a d i a n  P a r a d e  R e a d e r s  a c t i v e l y  

c h a l l e n g e  t e a c h e r s  t o  j o i n  r e a d i n g  and  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  i n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  

c u r r i c u l a r  s u b j e c t s .  Yet t h e  v e r y  f o r m a t  o f  t h e s e  modern  c u r r i c u l a r  p a c k a g e s  

- a d j u n c t  m a t e r i a l s ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  e x e r c i s e s ,  s c r i p t s  f o r  managing  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  e v e n t s ,  r o r k b o o k s  a n d  tes ts  - may h a v e  o p e r a t e d  a s  a  p e d a g o g i c a l  

s t r a i g h t j a c k e t ;  t h e i r  v e r y  c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s  f o r m e d  a  d i s i n c e n t i v e  t o  d e v i a t e  

f rom p r e s c r i b e d  g u i d e l i n e s .  A t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  t h e y  l e d  t o  a  

c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z a t i o n ,  a  s e t  of d i s c u r s i v e  and  b e h a v i o r a l  b o u n d a r i e s  f o r  t h e  

c l a s s r o o m .  

C o n s i d e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  Q u a n c e ' s  s p e l l i n g  program. 

C l e a r l y  h e  c o n c e i v e d  o f  s p e l l i n g  a s  s o m e t h i n g  r h i c h  o c c u r e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  

r r i t i n g ,  w i t h  c o r r e l a t i v e  e f f ec t s  i n  s t u d e n t s '  r e a d i n g ,  I t  was o p t i m a l l y  

t a u g h t  i n  r e l e v a n t  t e x t s  r h i c h  e x p r e s s e d  a  c l e a r  a n d  d i r e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  

c h i l d r e n '  s e x p e r i e n t i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  backg round .  If t h i s  was t h e  s p i r i t  o f  

h i s  v e n t u r e ,  i ts  e f f e c t  mas c o n v e r s e .  The s t r ic t  d a i l y  s p e l l i n g  r o u t i n e  - 
L 

f u l l y  s p a n n i n g  t h e  t h i r t y  s i x  r e e k s  of  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  l i n k e d  by p e r i o d i c  

" r e v i e w  t e s t s "  e v e r y  s i x t h  r e e k  a n d  r e c o r d e d  o n  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r e s s  c h a r t s  

- h e r a l d e d  a  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  o f  s p e l l i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  m a t c h e d  i n  i t s  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s  p e r h a p s  o n l y  by H a c L e a n ' s  " m u s c u l a r  movement" a p p r o a c h  t o  

t h e  t e a c h i n g  of h a n d ~ r i t i n g  u s e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  a n d  1 9 4 0 s .  Q u a n c e ' s  s y s t e m  of 

d i c t i o n a r y  r o r k ,  s k i l l  e x e r c i s e s ,  p r e -  a n d  p o s t -  tes ts ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  d i v o r c e d  

t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  s p e l l i n g  f r o m  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  w r i t i n g .  T h i s  d i s j u n c t i o n ,  

G r a v e s  ( 1 9 8 3 )  a n d  c o l l e a g u e s  a r g u e ,  r e m a i n s  t o d a y .  

The i d e n t i f i a b l y  P r o g r e s s i v e  s p i r i t  a n d  i n t e n t  o f  many o f  t h e s e  

c u r r i c u l a r  p a c k a g e s  s t o o d  i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  a i t h  t h e i r  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  



d r a m a t u r g i c a l  form: t h e  r e s u l t  of e v e r  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  c u r r i c u l u m  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d - m a r k e t i n g ,  and  o f  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  need  t o  s y s t e m a t i z e ,  t o  

s i m p l i f y  and  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  t h e  c l a s s o o m  t e a c h e r .  

I n  i t s  t o t a l i t y ,  t h e  c o d e  l e f t  l i t t l e  t o  c h a n c e .  

I n  sum, t h e  ' i n n o v a t i v e '  and  c r e a t i v e  t e a c h e r  u o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  

c u r r i c u l a  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t s .  

s t u l t i f i e d  by t h e  e v e r  more 

hou s / h e  

and  

g u i d e l i n e s  g o v e r n i n g  

o f  t e x t .  Heet l o c a l  

e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  g r o w i n g  u s e  o f  s t a n d a r d i z e d  

Q u i t e  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  s / h e  m i g h t  well h a v e  f e l t  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c o d e  o f  r u l e s ,  i n j u n c t i o n s ,  a n d  

s h o u l d  m e d i a t e  c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a d i n g  and  u r i t i n g  

i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s ;  t e a c h  i n  a  nay  u h i c h  u i l l  y  i e l d  r e s u l t s  v e r i f i a b l e  by 

c e n t r a l i z e d  a u t h o r i t i e s .  Be c r e a t i v e  and  i n n o v a t i v e ,  a l l o u  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t o  

e x p l o r e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  l i t e r a c y  t h r o u g h  e x p e r i e n c e ;  a d m i n i s t e r  s t a n d a r d i z e d  

t es t s ,  d r i l l s ,  s p e l l i n g  t e s t s ,  a n d  r e m e d i a t i o n .  Heet t h e  n e e d s  o f  e v e r y  c h i l d  

i n  a  n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  manner;  u s e  I Q  a n d  R e a d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t  t e s t s  t o  

a s s e s s ,  c l a s s i f y ,  g r o u p  a n d  t r e a t  c h i l d r e n .  I n t e g r a t e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  l i t e r a c y  

a c r o s s  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ;  t e a c h  s p e l l i n g  and  r e a d i n g  f o r  t a o  h o u r s  e a c h  d a y  

f o l l o w i n g  a  r e p e a t e d ,  set scheme.  

The c o d e  o f  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  made e x p l i c i t  i n  a  v o l u m i n o u s  

d i s c u r s i v e  s c r i p t  o n  "how t o "  t e a c h  l i t e r a c y ,  c o n s t r a i n e d  h i s / h e r  f r e e d o m  t o  

d e s i g n  c l a s s r o o m  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  e v e n t s .  I t  s i m p l y  n e e d e d  t o  b e  e n a c t e d  ' b y  

number s ' .  The p r i m a r y  i n j u n c t i o n  f o r  t e a c h e r  b e h a v i o r  was t o  e n a c t  p r a c t i c e s  

which  s y s t e m a t i z e d  a n d  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  l i t e r a c y ;  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  

i n j u n c t i o n  was t h e  more a b s t r a c t  e t h o s  of  P r o g r e s s i v e  e d u c a t i o n ,  t o  " t e a c h  t h e  

c h i l d ,  n o t  t h e  s u b j e c t " .  

T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  p o s t w a r  t e a c h e r s  were a w a r e  o f  t h i s  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n :  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  many r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y  a p p r a i s e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  by 



n o t i n g  t h a t  " n e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  IQ t e s t s  Rere w o r k i n g  a g a i n s t  C e r t a i n  

c h i l d r e n "  ( e. g. , H. H a t h e s o n ,  p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  1 2  S e p t e m b e r  1981 1 . B u t  

t h e y  Here d o u b l e  bound,  c a u g h t  b e t n e e n  n h a t  m u s t  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  

d e v e l o p e r s  a n d  d e p a r t m e n t a l  o f f i c a l s  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  p r e s c r i p t i o n s ,  b u t  n h a t  

seem i n  h i s t o r i c a l  r e t r o s p e c t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  r u p t u r e  

n i t h i n  p o s t w a r  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

I n a s m u c h  a s  t h o s e  P r o g r e s s i v e ,  c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  p r a c t i c e s  n o u l d  y i e l d  

m e a s u r a b l e  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  s t u d e n t s '  l i t e r a c y  - a s  a s s e s s e d  by s t a n d a r d i z e d  

t e s t s  - t h e r e  u a s  n o  o v e r t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e t a e e n  t h e s e  d u a l  s t r a n d s .  F o r  t h e  

s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e x t s  o f  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  - t h e m s e l v e s  g e n e r a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  b y  T h o r n d i k e ,  G r a y  a n d  o t h e r s  - o f f e r e d  s y s t e m a t i c  p e d a g o g y  

n h i c h ,  i f  a d h e r e d  t o ,  n o u l d  n o  d o u b t  y i e l d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  a s s e s s i b l e  p r o g r e s s .  

The s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h  u a s  p r e d i c a t e d  o n  t h e  m a t c h  b e t u e e n  c u r r i c u l u m  

d e v e l o p m e n t  ( a n d  h e n c e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  a n d  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  t e x t u a l  

s t i m u l u s ) ,  s y s t e m a t i c  g r o u p i n g  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  ( a n d  h e n c e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  a c c e s s  t o  

d i f f e r e n t  t e x t s ) ,  a n d  a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  c o m p e t e n c e  ( a n d  h e n c e  . 
c o n t r o l  o v e r  r e a d e r  r e s p o n s e ) .  F o r  t e a c h e r s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s  a n d  P r o g r e s s i v e s  

a l i k e ,  t o  a s s e r t  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o c l i v i t i e s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t r u l y  d i v e r g e n t  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s e t t i n g s  a n d  e v e n t s ,  p o t e n t i a l l y  t h r e w  a m a j o r  h i t c h  i n t o  t h i s  

s e a m l e s s  s y s t e m  n h i c h  D e p a r t m e n t s  of E d u c a t i o n ,  u n i v e r s i t y - b a s e d  r e s e a r c h e r s  

a n d  c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p e r s ,  a n d  p u b l i s h e r s  t o g e t h e r  mere e n d e a v o r i n g  t o  

e s t a b l i s h .  

B Y  t h e .  1 9 5 0 s  t h e  b u r e a u c r a t i c  a n d  d i s c u r s i v e  m a c h i n e r y  f o r  a  s t a n d a r d i z e d  

a p p r o a c h  t o  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  n a s  i n  p l a c e .  T h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t h e  t e x t u a l  

c o d e  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  l i t e r a c y ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t h o u g h  p u t a t i v e l y  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  

f u n c t i o n e d  t o  se lec t  f o r  a n d  a g a i n s t  c e r t a i n  k i n d s  o f  t e a c h i n g  a n d  c e r t a i n  



k i n d s  of  r e a d i n g ,  i n  e f f e c t  making a  c e r t a i n  k ind  o f  l i t e r a c y  i n  t h e  a s p i r i n g  

c h i l d .  



5. 4. No tes  

1.  T h e r e  i s  some e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  R e p o r t s  o f  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  and 

1 9 5 0 s  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  who d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  e m b r a c i n g  t h e  "new pedagogy" and 

t h e  " s o c i a l i z e d  r e c i t a t i o n "  were s u b j e c t e d  t o  cr i t ic ism by a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a t  

b o t h  r e g i o n a l  and l o c a l  l e v e l s .  However, no  c o r r e l a t i v e  set o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

a p p a r a t u s e s  f o r  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  h u m a n i s t i c  s t r a n d  o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  

e d u c a t i o n  was deve loped .  T h i s  ref lec ts  t h e  v e r y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  " c h i l d  c e n t e r e d "  

e d u c a t i o n .  H h i l e  t h e  t e c h n o c r a t i c  e l e m e n t  of  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  was implemented  

t h r o u g h  c e n t r a l i z e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t e s t i n g  and f i n a n c i n g  by t h e  l i k e s  of 

Conray, t h e  h u m a n i s t i c  e l e m e n t  was f o r w a r d e d  i n  t e a c h e r s '  j o u r n a l s ,  t e a c h e r  

t r a i n i n g  c u r r i c u l a ,  and  o f f i c i a l  documents  a s  a n  e t h i c a l / m o r a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  A s  such ,  i t  was n o t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  e n f o r c e d  i n  a  s t r i c t  

s e n s e .  But  t h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  e t h i c a l  i m p e r a t i v e s  ( e . g . ,  " t e a c h  t h e  

c h i l d ,  n o t  t h e  s u b j e c t " )  were a n y  less b i n d i n g  when i n s t i l l e d  t h r o u g h  t e a c h e r  

t r a i n i n g  and  r e p e a t e d  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d i s c o u r s e .  



5. 5. R e f e r e n c e s  

Anyon, J. ( 1981 1.  " S o c i a l  c l a s s  and  s c h o o l  knowledge".  C u r r i c u l u m  I n a u i r y ,  
l l ( l ) ,  3-42. - 

Apple, H. A. ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  E d u c a t i o n  and  Dower. London: R o u t l e d g e  a n d  Kegan P a u l .  

Au, K. ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  " P a r t i c i p a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  a  r e a d i n g  l e s s o n  w i t h  Hawa i i an  
c h i l d r e n " .  A n t h r o p o l o q y  and  E d u c a t i o n  Q u a r t e r l y ,  z, 91 -1 15 .  

B a t e s o n ,  G. ( l 9 6 9 / 1 9 7 6 ) .  "Double  b ind" .  I n  C. E. S l u z k i  8 D. C. Ransom ( Eds. 1 ,  
Double  b ind :  The f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n a l  a ~ ~ r o a c h  t o  t h e  f a m i l y .  
N e w  York: Grune  and  S t r a t t o n .  

Bou rd i eu ,  P . ,  & P a s s e r o n ,  J. C. ( 1 9 7 7 ) .  R e ~ r o d u c t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  s o c i e t y  a n d  
c u l t u r e .  B e v e r l y  H i l l s ,  CA: Sage .  

Bowles,  S . ,  8 G i n t i s ,  H. ( 1 9 7 6 ) .  S c h o o l i n s  i n  c a ~ i t a l i s t  America.  New York: 
B a s i c .  

B r i t i s h  Co lumbia  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  ( 1 9 4 7 ) .  Pros ramme o f  s t u d i e s  f o r  t h e  
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s .  V i c t o r i a :  King'  s P r i n t e r .  

B r i t i s h  Co lumbia  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  ( 1 9 5 4 ) .  Proqramme f o r  t h e  
i n t e r m e d i a t e  q r a d e s .  V i c t o r i a :  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n . .  

B r i t i s h  Co lumbia  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  ( 1 9 5 5 ) .  S u ~ ~ l e m e n t a r y  r e c o r d  o f  
a c h i e v e m e n t  tests .  V i c t o r i a :  D i v i s i o n  o f  T e s t s ,  R e s e a r c h  a n d  S t a n d a r d s .  

C a l l a h a n ,  R. ( 1 9 6 2 ) .  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  c u l t  o f  e f f i c i e n c y .  Ch i cago :  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  C h i c a g o  P r e s s .  

C a s t e l l ,  S. C. de ,  8 Luke, A. ( 1 9 8 3 ) .  " D e f i n i n g  ' l i t e r a c y '  i n  N o r t h  Amer ican  
s c h o o l s :  S o c i a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s " .  J o u r n a l  of  
C u r r i c u l u m  S t u d i e s ,  =( 41, 373-90. 

C a s t e l l ,  S. C. d e ,  8 Luke, A. ( i n  p r e s s ) .  " L i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n :  T e c h n o l o g y  an d  
t e c h n i q u e " .  Amer i can  J o u r n a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  

Connay, C. B. ( 1 9 4 7 a ) .  " F u n d a m e n t a l s  o f  t e s t i n g " .  B r i t i s h  Columbia  S c h o o l s ,  
2 (  21,  38-9. - 

Conway, C. B. ( 1 9 4 7 b ) .  " F u r t h e r  f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f  t e s t i n g " .  B r i t i s h  Co lumbia  
S c h o o l s ,  2( 41,  29-33. 

Conway, C. B. ( 1 9 4 7 b ) .  "The h o l d i n g  power of B r i t i s h  Co lumbia  s e c o n d a r y  
s c h o o l s " .  B r i t i s h  Co lumbia  S c h o o l s ,  2( 41, 33-4. 

Conway, C. B. ( 1 9 4 9 a ) .  " H a n d w r i t i n g  i n  g r a d e s  V a n d  V I I " .  V i c t o r i a :  D i v i s i o n  of  
T e s t s ,  S t a n d a r d s  a n d  R e s e a r c h .  



Conway, C. B. ( 1 9 4 9 b ) .  " R e s e a r c h  and  t e s t i n g  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia".  C a n a d i a n  
E d u c a t i o n ,  J u n e ,  59-79. 

Conway, C. B. ( 1 9 5 2 ) .  "Su rvey  o f  E n g l i s h  c o m p o s i t i o n " .  V i c t o r i a :  D i v i s i o n  of 
T e s t s ,  S t a n d a r d s  a n d  R e s e a r c h .  

Conway, C. B. ( 1 9 5 5 ) .  " S u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  improvemen t  o f  r e a d i n g " .  V i c t o r i a :  
D i v i s i o n  o f  T e s t s ,  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  R e s e a r c h .  

Conway, C. B. ( 1 9 5 6 a ) .  " A b i l i t y  t o  r e a d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s :  R e s u l t s  o f  
a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  t e s t  s u r v e y " .  V i c t o r i a :  D i v i s i o n  o f  T e s t s ,  S t a n d a r d s  a n d  
R e s e a r c h .  

Conway, C. B. ( l 9 5 6 b ) .  " C e n t r a l i z e d  t e s t  p r o g r a m s  i n  e d u c a t i o n " .  I n  E d u c a t i o n  
( Vol. 1 ) .  T o r o n t o :  A. J. Gage. 

Conway, C. B. ( 1 9 5 6 ~ ) .  " R e p o r t  o n  g r a d e  V I  s u r v e y :  O t i s  S e l f  - A d m i n i s t e r i n g  T e s t  
o f  Men ta l  A b i l i t y ,  S t a n f o r d  Ach i evemen t  T e s t  B a t t e r y " .  V i c t o r i a :  D i v i s i o n  
o f  T e s t s ,  S t a n d a r d s  a n d  R e s e a r c h .  

Conway, C. B. ( 1 9 5 6 d ) .  " R e p o r t  o n  t h e  t e s t  o f  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
s o c i a l  s t u d i e s " .  V i c t o r i a :  D i v i s i o n  o f  T e s t s ,  S t a n d a r d s  and  R e s e a r c h .  

Conway, C. B. ( 1 9 5 8 ) .  " S t a n d a r d s  i n  e d u c a t i o n " .  . I n  E d u c a t i o n  ( Vol. 2 ) .  T o r o n t o :  
H. J. Gage. 

Connay, C. B. ( 1 9 6 0 ) .  "The u s e  a n d  m i s u s e  o f  t e s t  r e s u l t s " .  V i c t o r i a :  D i v i s i o n  
o f  T e s t s ,  S t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  R e s e a r c h .  

Conway, C. B. , 8 Brown, E. L. ( 1 9 5 6 ) .  "The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  e n t r a n c e  
s t a n d a r d s  i n  r e q u i r e d  a n d  o p t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s " .  C a n a d i a n  E d u c a t i o n ,  f i ( 2 ) ,  
17-30. 

C 

Cook-Gumperz, J. ( E d .  1 .  ( 1 9 8 6 ) .  The s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  l i t e r a c y .  
Cambr idge :  Cambr idge  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

D i c k i e ,  D. ( '1 9 4 0 ) .  " E n t e r p r i s e  e d u c a t i o n " .  The B r i t i s h  Columbia  T e a c h e r ,  20, 
18-20. 

D i c k i e ,  D. ( 1941 1.  The e n t e r ~ r i s e  i n  t h e o r y  a n d  ~ r a c t i c e .    or onto: I?. J. Gage. 

D i c k i e ,  D., R i c k n e r ,  B . ,  T y n e r ,  C . ,  8 Hoodhead, T. A. ( 1 9 4 7 ) .  Gay A d v e n t u r e s .  
T o r o n t o :  J. M. Dent .  

D i c k i e ,  D. , R i c k n e r ,  B. , T y n e r ,  C. , 8 Hoodhead, T. A .  ( 1 9 5 7 ) .  T e a c h i n s  r e a d i n g  
i n  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s r a d e s .  T o r o n t o :  J. M. Dent .  

Eco, U. ( 1 9 7 9 ) .  The  r o l e  o f  t h e  r e a d e r .  Bloomington :  I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

F i s h ,  S. ( 1981 1. Is t h e r e  a  t e x t  i n  t h i s  c l a s s ?  Cambr idge ,  MA: H a r v a r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  



F o u c a u l t ,  M. ( 1981 1.  " Q u e s t i o n s  o f  method".  I d e o l o g y  a n d  C o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  8, 3- 
14 .  

G r a v e s ,  D. ( 1 9 8 3 ) .  T e a c h e r s  a n d  n r i t e r s  a t  u o r k .  E x e t e r ,  NH: Heinemann. 

Gray,  1. S. ( Ed. ) .  ( 1 9 3 7 ) .  T h i r t y - s i x t h  y e a r b o o k  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  f o r  
t h e  s t u d y  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  C h i c a g o :  N a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  S t u d y  o f  
E d u c a t i o n .  

Gray,  H, S . ,  8 A r b u t h n o t ,  M. H. ( 1 9 4 7 ) .  "Hord a n a l y s i s  i n  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  
g r a d e s " .  B r i t i s h  Columbia  S c h o o l s ,  21,  35-43. 

H e a t h ,  S. B. ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  " H h a t  n o  b e d t i m e  s t o r y  means: N a r r a t i v e  s k i l l s  a t  home a n d  
s c h o o l " .  L a n s u a s e  i n  S o c i e t y ,  fi( 21,  49-76. 

Lawr, D. A. , 8 G i d n e y ,  R. D. ( Eds. 1. ( 1 9 7 3 ) .  E d u c a t i n s  C a n a d i a n s .  T o r o n t o :  Van 
N o s t r a n d .  

Luke, A. ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  T h e o r y ,  p r a c t i c e ,  p o l i c y ,  r e s e a r c h :  C o n c e ~ t s  a n d  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
' l i t e r a c y '  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  1920-1 940.  U n p u b l i s h e d  M.  A .  t h e s i s ,  S imon 
F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Vancouver .  

Luke, C., d e c a s t e l l ,  S. C . ,  & Luke, A.  ( 1 . 9 8 3 ) .  "Beyond c r i t i c i s m :  The  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  t h e  s c h o o l  t e x t " .  C u r r i c u l u m  I n a u i r y ,  Q( 21 ,  111-28 .  

Ormond, F. L . ,  Ormond, C. M . ,  & B e r e s f o r d ,  M. A. ( 1 9 3 2 ) .  The  h i q h r o a d s  manual .  
T o r o n t o :  R y e r s o n / M a c m i l l a n .  

Q u a n c e ,  F. M. ( 1 9 5 0 ) .  The  C a n a d i a n  s p e l l e r  ( 3 r d .  Ed. 1. T o r o n t o :  A. J. Gage. 

Q u a n c e ,  F. M. ( 1951  1, T e a c h e r '  s manua l  f o r  t h e  C a n a d i a n  s p e l l e r .  T o r o n t o :  ll. J. 
Gage. 

L 

S m i t h ,  F. ( 1981  1,  U n d e r s t a n d i n s  r e a d i n g  ( 2nd Ed. 1 .  Nen York: B o l t  R i n e h a r t  
a n d  A i n s t o n .  

S m i t h ,  N. B. ( 1 9 6 5 ) .  A m e r i c a n  r e a d i n q  i n s t r u c t i o n  ( 3 r d .  Ed. 1. Neuark ,  N J :  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e a d i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

S p i n d l e r ,  G. ( Ed. 1. ( 1 9 8 2 ) .  D o i n q  t h e  e t h n o q r a p h y  o f  s c h o o l i n s .  N e w  York: H o l t  
R i n e h a r t  a n d  H i  n s t o n .  

S p r i n g ,  J. ( 1 9 7 6 ) .  The  s o r t i n s  machine .  Neu York: D a v i d  McKay. 

Tuinman, J .J .  ( 1 9 8 6 ) .  " R e a d i n g  i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  - when r e a d i n g  i s  n o t  
r e a s o n i n g " .  I n  S. d e  C a s t e l l ,  A. Luke, 8 K. Egan  ( E d s .  1, L i t e r a c y ,  
s o c i e t y  a n d  s c h o o l i n q .  Cambr idge :  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

H a t z l a n i c k ,  P. , B e a v i n ,  J. H . ,  8 J a c k s o n ,  D. D. ( 1 9 6 7 ) .  P r a s m a t i c s  o f  human 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  Nen York: N o r t o n .  



H i l d e n ,  T.  ( 1 9 8 1  1 .  " S e m i o t i c s  a s  p r a x i s :  S t r a t e g y  and T a c t i c s " .  S e m i o t i c  
" I n a u i r y ,  L( I), 1 - 3 4 .  



C h a p t e r  6. SUHtlARY A N D  CONCLUSION 

6 .0 .  Summary: The making of t h e  l i t e r a t e  

A t  t h e  o n s e t  of  t h i s  s t u d y  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  r o l e  of modern s c h o o l i n g  was 

e x p l a i n e d  i n  t e r m s  of  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  of a  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  of  a t t i t u d e s  . . 

and b e l i e f s ,  competences  and knouledges  a c r o s s  g e n e r a t i o n s .  F o l l o n i n g  

H i l l i a m s ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  s c h o o l i n g  n a s  d e f i n e d  i n  terms of t h e  

" p r a c t i c e s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  a s s i g n m e n t s  of  energy" ,  o r d i n a r y  " e x p e c t a t i o n s  of 

man and t h e  n o r l d "  n h i c h  a r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t h r o u g h  a  f o r m a l  sys tem of 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  " s o c i a l  t r a i n i n g " .  Focuss ing  on t h e  r o l e  of l i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n ,  i t  was n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  a n  o f f i c i a l l y  

s a n c t i o n e d  body of l i t e r a t e  norms and p r a c t i c e s  and e v e n t u a l l y  i n t o  a  dominant 

c u l t u r e  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s e r v e d  purposes  of  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  I n  l i t e r a c y  

t r a i n i n g  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  a  body of  messages n h i c h  r e p r e s e n t  a n d / o r  s e r v e  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  of  p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p s  n i t h i n  s o c i e t y .  But a s  w e l l ,  s t u d e n t s  a c q u i r e  

a  s e t  of  l i t e r a t e  p r a c t i c e s  - a t t i t u d e s  towards  and competences  n i t h  t h e  

t echno logy  of  t e x t  - u h i c h  ~ 0 r k  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  and t h o s e  of  

o t h e r s .  H h i l e  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  ( t e x t u a l )  d i s c o u r s e s  

c a n n o t  be s e e n  a s  a l t o g e t h e r  d e s c r i p t i v e  of a c t u a l  c l a s s r o o m  p r a c t i c e s ,  i t  c a n  

" d r a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i d e o l o g i e s  o u t  of which t e x t s  a r e  produced" and 

"uncover  t h e  l a y e r s  of meanings, c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  and d i f f e r e n c e s  i n s c r i b e d  i n  

t h e  form and c o n t e n t  of  c l a s s r o o m  m a t e r i a l s n  (Gi roux ,  1986, p. 621.  I t  t h u s  

is  p o s s i b l e  t o  s i t u a t e  d i s c o u r s e s  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a s  

p a r t  of  b r o a d e r  p r o c e s s e s  of  c u l t u r a l  p roduc t ion .  



h i s t o r i c a l  a u t h o r s  and r e a d e r s  ( Ong, 1982) .  A s  such,  i t  i s  t h e  r e c o v e r a b l e  

t r a c e  of p r a c t i c e s  and p o l i c y  which remains  l o n g  a f t e r  h i s t o r i c a l  a u t h o r s  and 

r e a d e r s  a r e  deceased.  The t e x t  s t a n d s  a s  a  documentary r e c o r d  of t h o s e  

a u t h o r i a l ,  pedagogic  and i n t e r p r e t i v e  codes  which its u s e  presupposed and 

p r o j e c t e d ,  e n a b l i n g  a  p a r t i a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  eve ryday  communicative 

t r a n s a c t i o n s  between writers and r e a d e r s ,  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s .  Tha t  is t o  

s a y  t h a t  its p a r t i c u l a r  words and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between words e x p r e s s  

exemplary h i s t o r i c a l  c a s e s  of  dominant r u l e s  of  w r i t i n g  and r e a d i n g ,  t e a c h i n g  

and l e a r n i n g  - what Heath  c a l l e d  t h e  s o c i a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  and s t i p u l a t e d  

"norms" o f  l i t e r a c y  and t h e  norms g o v e r n i n g  "methods f o r  l e a r n i n g  t h o s e  

normsn. 

To e s t a b l i s h  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  l i t e r a c y ,  its t r a n s m i s s i o n  and a c q u i s i t i o n  i n  

t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r i o d  and l o c a l e ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  h a s  

s c r u t i n i z e d  v a r y i n g  l e v e l s  of t h e  t e x t u a l  r e c o r d  o f  p e d a g o g i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  

t h e  t e a c h i n g  of r e a d i n g  and l a n g u a g e  a r t s  i n  t h e  p r imary  s c h o o l s  of  p0StnaP 

B r i t i s h  Columbia. I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  models o f  a n a l y s i s  drawn from t h e  

c r i t i c a l  s o c i o l o g y  of t h e  cur r i cu lu ln ,  t h r e e  l e v e l s  of  i n q u i r y  were i d e n t i f i e d :  . 
1 )  documenta t ion  on t h e  a u t h o r s h i p  and p u b l i c a t i o n  of  p o s t i i a r  t ex tbooks ;  2)  

s e l e c t e d  b a s a l  t e x t b o o k s  used i n  pos twar  p r i m a r y - s c h o o l s ;  and 3 )  t e a c h e r s '  

gu ides ,  d e p a r t m e n t a l  memos, c u r r i c u l u m  documents, and p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  

on how t o  t e a c h  t h e s e  t e x t b o b k s .  

I n  a l l ,  Gray and A r b u t h n o t ' s  t e x t s  marked a  fundamenta l  

r e c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  m a t e r i a l s  of e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g .  H i t h  t h e  

e x t e n s i o n  of  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  and t e c h n i q u e s  of  a p p l i e d  psychology t o  a l l  

domains o f  e d u c a t i o n  ( e . g . ,  c u r r i c u l u m  development,  t e c h n i q u e s  of i n s t r u c t i o n  

and a s s e s s m e n t ) ,  t h e s e  t e x t b o o k s  w i t h  t h e i r  a d j u n c t  m a t e r i a l s  were f a b r i c a t e d  



e d u c a t i o n a l  p roduc t s ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  deve loped  and marketed by p u b l i s h e r s  i n  

v a r i o u s  Eng l i sh - speak ing  n a t i o n s .  A s  p r o d u c t s  deve loped  on t h e  b a s i s  of 

pedagog ica l  and c o g n i t i v e  t h e o r y  n h i c h  p u r p o r t e d  t o  be i d e o l o g i c a l l y  n e u t r a l ,  

u n i v e r s a l  and e q u a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  a c r o s s  c u l t u r a l  and s i t u a t i o n a l  c o n t e x t s ,  

t h e s e  t e x t s  r e f l e c t e d  s e v e r e  l i m i t a t i o n s  a s  l i t e r a t u r e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  

l i m i t e d  semant ic  s t r u c t u r e s ,  n a r r a t o r i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  and t h e  redundan t  f o c u s  

on a r t i f i c i a l  d i a l o g u e  c o a l e s c e d  t o  make f o r  a  c l o s e d  r e a d e r s h i p ,  C h i l d r e n  

l e a r n e d  r e a d i n g  a s  t h e  m e c h a n i s t i c ,  a c r i  t i c a l  consumpt ion of  a  l i m i t e d ,  myopic 

n o r l d  v ien.  The r e p r e s e n t e d  b e l i e f s ,  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r o l e s  and p a t t e r n s  and 

p o s s i b l e  worlds  t o g e t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n  e x c l u s i o n a r y  and d i s t o r t e d  v e r s i o n  of  

c u l t u r e ,  one  n h i c h  d e n i e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  c u l t u r a l  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  

d i v e r s i t y  and v a r i a t i o n  beyond t h e  s t r i c t  c o n s t r a i n t s  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  

s t o r i e s .  

The obv ious  i r r e l e v a n c e  of  s u c h  t e x t s  f o r  Canadian c h i l d r e n  d i d  n o t  

e s c a p e  c r i t i q u e  by pos twar  Canadian n a t i o n a l i s t s .  And t h e  t e x t s  of  Dick ie ,  

Quance e t  a l .  n e r e  p a r t i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  i n  p r o v i d i n g  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  

a n  i d e n t i f i a b l e  Canadian n o r l d  v ien ,  r e p l e t e  n i t h  c u l t u r a l  s t e r e o t y p e s ,  

r e g i o n a l  l o c a l e s  and a  c o l o n i z e d  v e r s i o n  of Canadian economic and c u l t u r a l  

d e s t i n y .  Yet t h e  dominant t e c h n i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s  t o n a r d s  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  and t e c h n i q u e s  t o  t e x t  development  and c l a s s r o o m  u s e  

remained i n  e v i d e n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  pos twar  e r a .  Betneen r e g i o n a l  g u i d e l i n e s  

on how t o  t e a c h  s u c h  t e x t s  and t h e  a d j u n c t  p u b l i s h e r s '  g u i d e s ,  t e a c h e r s  n e r e  

c o n f r o n t e d  n i t h  a  body of p r e s c r i p t i v e  t e c h n i c i s t  p r a c t i c e s .  The d i s c o u r s e  on 

hon t o  t e a c h  l i t e r a t e  competence t o  c h i l d r e n  embodied c o n t r a d i c t o r y  . 

i n j u n c t i o n s :  t e a c h e r s  n e r e  t o  engage i n  c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  e x p l o r a t o r y  pedagogy; 

t h e y  mere t o  a d d r e s s  Canad ian  n a t i o n a l  and r e g i o n a l  concerns ;  and t h e y  r e r e  t o  



o p e r a t e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  US developed a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t e s t i n g ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and 

d i f f e r e n t i a l  d i s b u r s e m e n t  of  l i t e r a t e  competence. 

The development of  Gray and A r b u t h n o t ' s  m u l t i n a t i o n a l  b a s a l  r e a d e r  is a  

paradigm c a s e  of  h o r  dominant c o n c e p t u a l  s u p p o s i t i o n s  of  t e x t b o o k  a u t h o r s h i p  

and t h e  f i s c a l  i n t e n t i o n s  of  t e x t  p u b l i s h i n g  and m a r k e t i n g  stamped a  

d i s t i n c t i v e  t e c h n i c i s t / s c i e n t i f i c  c h a r a c t e r  on t h e  l i t e r a c y  t e x t .  G r a y ' s  

a s sumpt ions  a b o u t  t h e  r e a d i n g  p r o c e s s  - dominant  i n  t h e  i n t e r -  and pos twar  

p e r i o d  - r e r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e n t  and s t r u c t u r e  o f  h i s  r e a d i n g  series. 

The t e x t s '  l i t e r a r y  c o n t e n t  e x p r e s s e d  what he  and h i s  c o a u t h o r s  c o n s i d e r e d  

u n i v e r s a l ,  a c c e s s i b l e  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s  r h i l e  t h e i r  l i n g u i s t i c  s t r u c t u r e  - 
l e x i c a l  s e l e c t i o n  and d e n s i t y ,  n a r r a t i v e  style, and s t o r y  grammars - stemmed 

from t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d - b e g i n  r i t h  s i m p l i f i e d ,  h i g h l y  c o n t r o l l e d  

t e x t s  and s h o u l d  p r o g r e s s  i n c r e m e n t a l l y  towards  mature  p r o s e  forms. The 

a c q u i s i t i o n  of  r e a d i n g  l i t e r a c y  s o  conce ived  - a s  a  u n i v e r s a l  p r o c e s s  of 

l i n e a r  s k i l l  development  enhanced by t e a c h i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  g e n e r a l i z a b l e  a c r o s s  

pedagog ica l  c o n t e x t s  - made t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  o f  b a s a l  s e r i e s  a  moot 

po in t .  T h i s  t e c h n i c a l  approach  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  development  d o v e t a i l e d  r i t h  

S c o t t  F o r e s n a n ' s  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  m a r k e t i n g  a  comprehensive  c u r r i c u l a r  

package i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  Based on a l l e g e d l y  u n i v e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of  t h e  

p s y c h o l o g i e s  of  t e a c h i n g / l e a r n i n g  and r e a d i n g ,  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  t e x t b o o k s  n e r e  

c o n t e x t - n e u t r a l ,  mass-produced e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t s ,  m a r k e t a b l e  and consumable 

i n  a  r i d e  r a n g e  of  Eng l i sh - speak ing  c o u n t r i e s .  

According t o  E c o ' s  t h e o r y  of  o p e n / c l o s e d  t e x t s ,  t h e  s t u d y  of  t e x t  

s t r u c t u r e  r e v e a l s  h o r  t e x t s  make f o r  t h e i r  own k i n d s  and l e v e l s  of 

i n t e r p r e t i v e  response .  Eco a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  c l o s e d  t e x t s  of p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  

p r e s c r i b e  and c o n s t r a i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  of  s i m p l i f i e d ,  



h i g h l y  r e d u n d a n t  s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e s .  I n  t h i s  way, t h e s e  t e x t s  l e a d  r e a d e r s  

t o  f o r e g o n e  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i d e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r .  Gray and 

A r b u t h n o t ' s  t e x t s  - and t h e  h o s t  o f  Dick  and J a n e  i m i t a t i o n s  - were c l o s e d  

t e x t s ,  Through t h e  u s e  of s i m p l i f i e d ,  l i n e a r  s t o r y  grammars, and  h i g h l y  

l i m i t i n g  d i s c u r s i v e  o p t i o n s ,  t h e s e  t e x t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  and r e i n f o r c e d  

r u d i m e n t a r y  p a t t e r n s  o f  human i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  Each l e d  r e a d e r s ,  a t  t h e  

ex t r eme ,  t o  u n i v o c a l ,  d i d a c t i c  c o n c l u s i o n s  e n a c t e d  i n  s i n g u l a r  p o s s i b l e  

wor lds .  Hence, t h e  p o s s i b l e  n o r l d s  i n v o l v e d  and  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

i n v i t e d  by t h e  t e x t s '  l i t e r a r y  s t r u c t u r e  were l i m i t e d .  The c l o s e d  n a r r a t i v e  

s t r u c t u r e  and  l i t e r a r y  s t y l e  o f  t h e s e  t e x t b o o k s  t a u g h t  r e a d i n g  as  a 

s i m p l i f i e d ,  m e c h a n i c a l  t a s k  - o n e  u n f e t t e r e d  by t h e  k i n d  o f  l i t e r a r y  

s t y l i s t i c s  and  mora l  c o n t e n t  which m i g h t  h a v e  r e q u i r e d  o r  i n v i t e d  i n t e r p r e t i v e  

c r i t i c i s m .  

A key  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  t e x t s  was t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  d i s g u i s i n g  t h e i r  

a c t u a l  s o u r c e s  and  c o n t e x t s .  I m p l i c i t l y  t h e y  c l a i m e d  t o  t h e  young r e a d e r  t h e  

a h i s t o r i c a l  n a t u r e ,  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  of a  h i g h l y  s e l e c t i v e ,  e x c l u s i o n a r y  se t  

of c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  and  p o s s i b l e  wor lds .  Dick  and  J a n e  a p p e a r e d  as  i m a g i n a r y  . 
E v e r y c h i l d r e n  i n  a n y  ( E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g )  c o u n t r y  o r  c o l o n y  and t e x t s  l i k e  t h e  

Dick and J a n e  series marked o u t  a  p o p u l a r  s c i e n t i f i c  and  b o u r g e o i s  v iew o f  

p o s t w a r  H e s t e r n  l i f e ,  A s  p e d a g o g i c a l  v e h i c l e s ,  t h e y  t a u g h t  a set  o f  s e c u l a r  

v a l u e s  t i e d  t o  p r e s c r i p t i v e  k i n d s  of l i t e r a c y :  b o t h  "work t y p e "  and 

" r e c r e a t i o n a l n  r e a d i n g ,  t h e  f o r m e r  f o r  e f f i c i e n t  work, t h e  l a t t e r  f o r  l e i s u r e  

and c i v i c  l i fe .  N e i t h e r  c o u l d  be c o n s t r u e d  a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i a l o g i c  o r  

power fu l  t h o u g h  b o t h  e n a b l e d  a  r u d i m e n t a r y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  common l a b o u r  and  

p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e ,  f e e d i n g  a  b u r g e o n i n g  p o s t w a r  economy which r e q u i r e d  v i g o r o u s  

p r o d u c t i o n  and  consumpt ion ,  c i v i c  d u t y  and f a m i l y  l o y a l t y .  



By c o n t r a s t ,  t e x t b o o k s  developed i n  Canada f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  r e a d i n g ,  

l a n g u a g e  a r t s  and s p e l l i n g  i n  t h e  middle  and upper  e l e m e n t a r y  gra3es sere t h e  

p r o d u c t s  of d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t s  of  t e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  and a u t h o r s h i p .  Although 

Canadian t e x t b o o k  a u t h o r s  l i k e  D i c k i e  and Quance s h a r e d  n i t h  Gray bo th  " c h i l d  

c e n t e r e d "  and " e x p e r i e n t i a l "  p h i l o s o p h i c  o r i e n t a t i o n s  and t e c h n i c a l  approaches  

t o  c u r r i c u l u m  development,  t h e i r  t e x t b o o k s  responded t o  t h e  demand f o r  o v e r t l y  

Canadian i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  a r i s i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1950s.  

Regarding p o s s i b l e  i d e o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  y i e l d e d  by s p e c i f i c  t e x t s ,  t h e  

f o r e g o i n g  a n a l y s i s  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  key l i t e r a r y ,  s t y l i s t i c ,  and s e m a n t i c  

s t r u c t u r e s  which r e n d e r  t e x t s  more c r i t i c i z a b l e  and i n t e r p r e t a b l e ,  

p r e s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  t e x t b o o k s  c a n  s i t u a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  v i s  a  v i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

m a t e r i a l  c o n t e x t ,  i d e o l o g y  and c u l t u r e .  The i m p l i c a t i o n  h e r e  is t h a t  a  

t e x t u a l  s i g n  n h i c h  d i s g u i s e s  i ts o s n  o r i g i n s  - and f o l l o n i n g  Goody ( 1978) and 

Olson (19771,  t e x t  e a s i l y  and p e r h a p s  n e c e s s a r i l y  e n t a i l s  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of 

its own c o n d i t i o n s  of  p r o d u c t i o n  - becomes a  s u b t l e ,  c o v e r t  and t h e r e b y  

e f f e c t i v e  form o f  s o c i a l  ( and s e l f  1  l e g i t i m a t i o n .  

By i d e n t i f y i n g  n a t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  o v e r t l y ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  r e a l  a u t h o r s , ,  

l o c a t i o n s  and a c t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  t e x t ,  D i c k i e  e t  a l .  r e n d e r e d  t h e i r  

t e x t  more c r i t i c i z a b l e ,  dogmat ic  n a t i o n a l i s m  n o t r i t h s t a n d i n g .  Through t h e  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  n a t i o n a l  c o n t e n t  and c o n t e x t ,  t h e y  s i g n a l l e d  t o  s t u d e n t  

r e a d e r s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  set of  b e l i e f s ,  v a l u e s  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  t h e y  a s  

a u t h o r s  adhered  t o .  Although t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  r e n d e r i n g  e x p l i c i t  n a t i o n a l  

c o n t e x t  and i d e o l o g y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  Canadian t e x t b o o k s  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h i s  d o e s  

n o t  n h o l l y  v i n d i c a t e  them. I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  "nhose  v a l u e s "  ( c f .  

Hey, 19851, D i c k i e  e t  a l .  i n  e f f e c t  p u r p o r t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  c u l t u r a l  

c o n s e n s u s  and m a n i f e s t  d e s t i n y  where i n  f a c t  none may have e x i s t e d .  T h i s  is a  



k i n d  o f  m a s s i f i c a t i o n  and u n i v e r s a l i z a t i o n  a s  n e l l ,  if o n  a n a t i o n a l  r a t h e r  

t h a n  t r a n s n a t i o n a l  scale. And, a s  h a s  been  a r g u e d ,  t h e s e  Canad ian  t e x t b o o k s  

embodied some o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  p o s t n a r  Canad ian  c u l t u r a l  

i d e n t i t y  and  economic dependency n i t h i n  t h e i r  t e x t u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 

l e g i t i m a t e  s o c i a l ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and economic o r d e r .  

The t h i r d  l e v e l  o f  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c u r r i c u l u m  e n t a i l e d  t h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  t e x t u a l  a r t i f a c t s  n h i c h  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  

d i s c o u r s e  g u i d i n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  l i t e r a c y .  The s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  o f  l i t e r a c y  

i n s t r u c t i o n  formed y e t  a n o t h e r ,  i n t e r n a l l y  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o d e  

n h i c h  g o v e r n e d  t h e  d a i l y  r e a d i n g  o f  and r e s p o n s e s  t o  t e x t  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  

T h i s  metacode  o f  c l a s s r o o m  r u l e s  f o r  t e a c h i n g  l i t e r a t e  c o d e s  s p e c i f i e d  nho 

r e a d  n h i c h  t e x t s ,  i n  n h a t  manner, n i t h i n  n h a t  k i n d s  o f  s t r u c t u r e d  

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  e v e n t s  and  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  and t o  n h a t  ends .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

even  i f  a t t e m p t s  by c o n t e m p o r a r y  t e x t b o o k  d e v e l o p e r s  t o  p r o d u c e  r i c h  l i t e r a r y  

t e x t s  c o u l d  be deemed s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  p rog rammat i c  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e y  and o t h e r s  

s e t  o u t  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t e x t s  would h a v e  p r e c l u d e d  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  n h a t  

Eco c a l l e d  " u n a n t i c i p a t e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s " .  P o s t n a r  t e a c h e r s  were c a u g h t  i n  a  . 
p a r a d o x i c a l  i n j u n c t i o n .  On t h e  o n e  hand t h e y  n e r e  e n j o i n e d  by a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  

t o  f o l l o w  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  e t h o s ,  t o  i n n o v a t e ,  i n t e g r a t e  and  f r e e l y  e x p e r i m e n t  

and  on t h e  o t h e r  t h e y  n e r e  p r o v i d e d  r i t h  d e t a i l e d  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  

s c i e n t i f i c  t r e a t m e n t  and  p r o d u c t i o n  of  t h e  l i t e r a t e .  The l a t t e r ,  b a s e d  on  

a b i l i t y - g r o u p i n g  and m e n t a l  measurement,  l e d  t o  a  h i g h l y  s t r u c t u r e d  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  t e a c h i n g  o f  l i t e r a c y  n h i c h  depended l a r g e l y  on where o n e  f e l l  on  

Connay ' s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p s y c h o m e t r i c  g r i d  o f  s p e c i f i c a t i o n .  

Eco ( 1 9 7 9 ,  p. .57) o b s e r v e s  t h a t  " i n  e v e r y  c e n t u r y  t h e  nay  a r t i s t i c  f o r m s  

a r e  s t r u c t u r e d  r e f l e c t s  t h e  Ray i n  n h i c h  s c i e n c e  o r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c u l t u r e  v i e n s  
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r e a l i t y " .  C u r i o u s  h e r e  is E c o ' s  u s e  of t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n  "or",  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  

examined i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  marked a  c o n j u n c t i o n  between t h e  p r e s c r i p t i v e  

means and e n d s  of  s c i e n c e  and of  contemporary  c u l t u r e .  Textbooks  f o r  t h e  

t e a c h i n g  of  l i t e r a c y  b o t h  embodied and were based upon dominant s c i e n t i f i c  

assumpt ions .  I n  t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  c o n t e n t  and s t r u c t u r e ,  m a r k e t i n g  and . . 

consumption t h e y  mere i n d e e d  g e n e r i c  p r o d u c t s  of p o s t u a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e ,  

s t a n d i n g  i n  a  complementary r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r  mass-produced and 

d i s t r i b u t e d  p o p u l a r  t e x t s .  

But i t  mould be  e r r o n e o u s  t o  a s s i g n  some s o r t  of  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  i n t e n t  t o  

t h e  makers of  t h e s e  t e x t s .  I t  is n o t  a s  i f  t h e  l i k e s  of  Gray o r  D i c k i e  set 

o u t  t o  a c t  a g a i n s t  any c h i l d r e n ' s  i n t e r e s t s .  I f  a n y t h i n g ,  r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s  

and c u r r i c u l u m  d e v e l o p e r s  mere s u p r i s i n g l y  n a i v e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  r o l e  a s  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  a n  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n .  R i t h  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  

i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and s c h o o l s ,  t h e y  rere r i d i n g  a  nave of  p o s t n a r  opt imism based 

on t h e  b e l i e f  i n  " s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s "  t h r o u g h  s c i e n t i f i c  and i n d u s t r i a l  

expansion.  Gray - i n  h i s  concern  t o  make r e a d i n g  f a i l u r e  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  

- and D i c k i e  - i n  h e r  z e a l  f o r  Canadian n a t i o n a l  c o n t e n t  - rere unabashed ly  . 
i d e a l i s t i c  i n  t h e i r  i n t e n t s .  

L ike  Conuay, honever,  t h e y  mere t o  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  b l i n d e d  by t h e  same 

p u t a t i v e l y  n e u t r a l  s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c o u r s e  n h i c h  c o n s t r a i n e d  and gu ided  t h e i r  

endeavors .  They o p e r a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l u s i o n  of t u o  

r a t i o n a l e s  f o r  text-making.  F i r s t  and f o r e m o s t  was t h e  " c o m p e t i t i v e  

compuls ion t o  i n c r e a s e  s a l e s "  o f  t e x t b o o k  p u b l i s h e r s ,  t o  borrow a  p h r a s e  from 

C. C a r p e n t e r  ( 1963, p. 276) .  C a r p e n t e r  - f u r t h e r m o r e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  f i n i t e  

l o n g e v i t y ,  " h i g h  m o r t a l i t y "  and o b s o l e s c e n c e  of  schoo lbooks  is "a phenomenon 

t h a t  t h e  t e x t b o o k  p u b l i s h e r  a c c e p t s  a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  bus iness" .  The p r o f i t  



m o t i v e  c l e a r l y  l e d  t o  t h e  C o n t i n u a l  marke t ing ,  s a l e s ,  deve lopmen t  and  

r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  s u c h  t e x t s .  But  t h i s  economic f o r c e  mas r a t i o n a l i z e d  and  

b u t r e s s e d  by a n  e t h i c  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  f o r  " t h e  c o n s t a n t  need  f o r  improvement" of 

e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s .  The t e c h n o c r a t i c  r a t i o n a l e  - t h a t  a l l  modern p r o d u c t s  

and modes of human l a b o u r  c a n  be o r d e r e d  on a  l i n e a r  s c a l e  o f  p r o g r e s s  and  

deve lopmen t  - imbued b o t h  t h e  p o s i t i v i s t  s c i e n c e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  and 

t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  modern t e x t b o o k  p u b l i s h i n g  w i t h  a  p e r p e t u a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  

new. 

Second,  b o t h  Gray and D i c k i e  saw t h e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  r e a d i n g  and its 

t e a c h i n g  a s  t a l e s  o f  u n i l i n e a r  growth  and deve lopmen t  a i t h i n  r h i c h  more 

t e c h n i c a l l y  p r e c i s e ,  q u a n t i f i a b l e  a p p r o a c h e s  would y i e l d  h i g h e r  s u c c e s s  l e v e l s  

i n  e a r l y  l i t e racy .  Hence - u h i l e  t h e y  were n a i v e  and i d e a l i s t i c  r e g a r d i n g  

i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  - t h e y  s h a r e d  a fundamen ta l  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

d e s i g n  o f  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  t e x t s .  I t  n a s  t h i s  b e l i e f  which q u a l i f i e d  and 

u l t i m a t e l y  may have  undermined t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  p r o d u c e  r e l e v a n t  and  

mean ingfu l  t e x t b o o k s .  

I n  t u r n ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  c u r r i c u l u m  and i n s t r u c t i o n  . 
a s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  means f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  e v o l u t i o n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  pedagogy was 

. l o d g e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  d o c t r i n e s  o f  P r o g r e s s i v i s m ,  f o r  b o t h  t h e  Canad ian  

and American t e x t s  r e l i e d  on  and t a u g h t  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  Deweyian i d e o l o g y .  The 

p u r p o s e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  mas a t  o n c e  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  s o c i a l  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n t o  a n  e v o l v i n g  and  e x p a n d i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r  and  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r  

c a p a c i t y  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h a t  e v o l u t i o n :  " t o  a d a p t "  and  " i f  need  be" t o  make 

a d a p t a t i o n s  t o  t h a t  o r d e r .  The v e r s i o n  o f  Deweyianism f a v o r e d  i n  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t a l  c u r r i c u l u m  and  i n  D i c k i e ' s  t r a c t s  on t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  d i d  n o t  

embrace  t h e  t n e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  c a p i t a l i s t  s t a t e  a s  a  s t a t i c  e n t i t y  which 



r e q u i r e d  s i m p l e  conformism, b u t  r a t h e r  e n v i s a g e d  p r o g r e s s  a s  r e q u i r i n g  

s c i e n t i f i c  i n n o v a t i o n  and s o c i a l  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  t h e  c i v i c  and i n d u s t r i a l  

c h a n g e s  c o n c o m i t a n t  w i t h  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o g r e s s .  

I n  a l l ,  t h e n ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t e x t b o o k  g e n e r a t i o n  and t h e  

r e s u l t a n t  s t r u c t u r e  and  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  t e x t b o o k s  t a c i t l y  s a n c t i o n e d  t h e  

t r a i n i n g  and d o m e s t i c a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s :  work-type and  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e a d i n g  

indeed .  Uhat u a s  o m i t t e d  f rom t h i s  comprehens ive  p o s t w a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  schema 

was d u e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  r e a d i n g  a s  a  c r i t i c a l ,  i n t e r p r e t i v e ,  and  s p e c u l a t i v e  

a c t ,  and  of l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a  m o r a l l y  e d i f y i n g ,  a e s t h e t i c ,  and  p o l i t i c a l l y  

r e l e v a n t  e n t i t y .  The r e s u l t a n t  norms o f  l i t e r a c y  a r e  ample  e v i d e n c e  o f  D i c k i e  

and G r a y ' s  commitment t o  " s o c i a l  a d a p t a t i o n "  b u t  n o t  o f  t h e i r  avowed c o n c e r n  

w i t h  " s o c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n " .  Both Gray and D i c k i e s '  series - t h e  t e x t s  

t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  r e g i m e s  t h e y  embodied - t a u g h t  a  p r a c t i c a l  

and t e c h n i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  s p e c i f y i n g  t h r o u g h  b o t h  o v e r t  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  

and  s t o r y  grammars what  u a s  o n t o l o g i c a l l y  t r u e  n i t h i n  and  e x i s t e n t i a l l y  

p o s s i b l e  f o r  human s u b j e c t s .  The r e a d e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  was l e d  by a  t e a c h e r ,  

uho h i m / h e r s e l f  f o l l o u i n g  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  e n f o r c e d  t e x t u a l  s c r i p t ,  t o  a  

h i g h l y  c o n s t r i c t e d  body o f  i n t e r p r e t i v e  c o d e s  and  l i t e r a t e  b e h a v i o r s .  

A l l  was n o t  r e c o n c i l e d  c o n c e p t u a l l y  w i t h i n  t h i s  dominan t  paradigm: t h e r e  

remained a  c r i t i c a l  t e n s i o n  be tween t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n  g o a l s  o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  

e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  t e c h n i c a l  means of  modern e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h .  Obv ious ly ,  

t h i s  t e n s i o n  s e r v e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f a c e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  model: i t  

a p p e a r e d  t o  s e r v e  d e m o c r a t i c  g o a l s  of  i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  t r e a t m e n t ,  and i t  d i d  s o  

i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a n  e m p i r i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  sound c u r r i c u l a r  

t r e a t m e n t .  And y e t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  u a s  a l s o  a  p o l i t i c a l  l i a b i l i t y ,  s u b j e c t i n g  

s c h o o l i n g  t o  d i v e r g e n t ,  c o n f l i c t i n g  c r i t i q u e s  which v a r i e d  f rom C l a s s i c i s t s '  



a t t a c k s  on t h e  s e c u l a r  a m o r a l i t y  and p e r m i s s i v e n e s s  of c h i l d - c e n t e r e d n e s s ,  t o  

r e a c t i o n a r y  c l a i m s  of  t h e  need t o  " r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b a s i c s n ,  t o  p u t a t i v e l y  

s c i e n t i f i c  c r i t i q u e s  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  pedagogy was n o t ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  f o l l o w i n g  

t h e  r e s e a r c h e d  p r a c t i c e  of  phon ics  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

Hor d i d  t h i s  r e i g n i n g  model of l i t e r a c y - r e l a t e d  c u r r i c u l u m ,  i n s t r u c t i o n  

and a s s e s s m e n t  wea the r  h i s t o r i c a l  change? A b r i e f  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  c o n t e x t  

of  Canadian and B r i t i s h  Columbian e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  h i g h l i g h t s  s u b s e q u e n t  

c r i t i c i s m  of  t h i s  dominant approach  t o  t e a c h i n g  l a n g u a g e  and l i t e r a c y .  

6. 1. H i s t o r i c a l  a f t e r m a t h :  Back t o  t h e  b a s i c s  a g a i n  

C e r t a i n l y  i f  any h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t  marked t h e  r e e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  quo i t  was t h e  l a u n c h i n g  of  S p u t n i k  i n  1957. The a p p a r e n t  

s u c c e s s  of  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  Canada and t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n  managing t h e  

unpreceden ted  g r o ~ t h  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  of  Horld  Har I1 was 

c a l l e d  a b r u p t l y  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  and p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  was g a l v a n i z e d  i n t o  a  

thorough r e a p p r a i s a l  of p u b l i c  educa t ion .  I n  a  Cold Har a tmosphere  marked by 

f e a r  t h a t  t h e  R u s s i a n s  rere c a p a b l e  of t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  s u p e r s e d i n g  t h e  Hest, 
' 

p u b l i c  and academic  a s s a u l t s  on r h a t  Johnson (1968 ,  p. 148) e u l o g i z e d  a s  " t h e  

d e m o c r a t i z i n g  t i d e n  of  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  were renewed. The P r i n c i p a l  of  T o r o n t o ' s  

U n i v e r s i t y  Col lege ,  f o r  example, h e l d  t h a t  

So-ca l l ed  p r o g r e s s i v i s m  h a s  been u n i v e r s a l l y  accompanied by  a n  
immediate  and d r a s t i c  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  have h i t h e r t o  
f u r n i s h e d  t h e  f o r m a l  d i s c i p l i n e s .  ( i n  G u i l l e t ,  1960, p. 398) 

Hany e d u c a t o r s  renewed N e a t b y ' s  c r i t i c i s m  of  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  a s  t h w a r t i n g  t h e  

achievement  of l i t e r a c y .  Not ing  t h a t  " t h e  movement towards  u n i v e r s a l  

e d u c a t i o n  . . . [ i s 1  i d e a l l y  a  movement t o r a r d s  u n i v e r s a l  l i t e r a c y " ,  G. Aha l l ey  

(1960,  p. 641, head of  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  depar tment  a t  Q u e e n ' s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  

r e v i s i t e d  t h e  " i n a d e q u a c i e s n  of  r e i g n i n g  p e d a g o g i c a l  approaches ,  namely " t h e  



assumpt ion  t h a t  l anguage  c a n  be f u l l y  e x p l a i n e d  a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l ,  a s  ' a  medium 

of communication"' and " a s  a  ' t e c h n i q u e  of communication"'. He, l i k e  many 

C l a s s i c i s t s ,  found f a u l t  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  

l i t e r a c y ,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  " t h e  p r e s c r i b i n g  of i n a p p r o p r i a t e  r e a d i n g  - of  books 

t o o  t r i v i a l  t o  n o u r i s h  i m a g i n a t i o n  o r  r e s p e c t "  g e n e r a t e d  i n  s t u d e n t s  

" n e a r i n e s s  of  r e sponse"  

Teacher  e d u c a t o r s  and e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a l l a y  p u b l i c  

a n x i e t y  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  s e n s i n g  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  danger  l a y  i n  

ref orm and i n n o v a t i o n  f o r  its o r n  sake.  P. Penner  ( 1  959, p. 1)  of t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of  B r i t i s h  Columbia u r o t e  t h a t  

For  a s  l o n g  a s  ' S p u t n i k s '  and ' Luniks '  c i r c l e  t h e  e a r t h  and sun  and 
seem merely  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  age-old b a l a n c e  of  t e r r o r ,  t h e r e  i s  no 
neu f r o n t i e r  i n  space ,  n o r  is i t  i n  a n  e d u c a t i o n  c o n c e i v e d  o n l y  i n  
t h e  n a r r o r  terms of  d e f e n s e .  ... One of  o u r  t a s k s  a s  t e a c h e r s  and 
e d u c a t o r s  is t o  d i s a b u s e  o u r s e l v e s  and t h e  p u b l i c  of  f a l s e  hopes. 

I n  B r i t i s h  Columbia - r u n  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1950s  by t h e  p o p u l i s t  S o c i a l  C r e d i t  

government o f  H . A . C .  B e n n e t t  - t h e  r e s p o n s e  mas a  f r e s h  c r i t i c i s m  of  t h e  

s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  On 11 J a n u a r y  1958, t h e  P r o v i n c e  r a n  a n  e d i t o r i a l  u h i c h  c a l l e d  . 
f o r  B. C. s c h o o l s  t o  go "Back t o  b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n "  ( p. 4 1 ,  r e p o r t i n g  on t h e  move 

of O n t a r i o  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  Dunlop " t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  n e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  

r e i n t r o d u c e  c o m p e t i t i o n  t o  O n t a r i o  s c h o o l s  and r e t u r n  t o  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  i n  

e l e m e n t a r y  and s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s " .  Dunlop c r e d i t e d  t h e  "Spu tn ik  p u b l i c i t y  on 

R u s s i a ' s  approach  t o  e d u c a t i o n "  w i t h  t h e  re fo rm movement s n e e p i n g  North  

America. Once a g a i n  t h e  t a r g e t  n a s  P rogress iv i sm:  it  mas assumed i n  t h e  

e d i t o r i a l  t h a t  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  d i d  n o t  emphasize  t h e  "3R's s u f f i c i e n t l y ,  

and t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  c u r r i c u l u m  r a s  n o t  compet i t ive" .  

T h i s  mood was e x a c e r b a t e d  by p e r i o d i c  h y s t e r i c a l  a r t i c l e s  by a  p r e s s  

s k e p t i c a l  of  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s .  On 1 8  March 1959 a  f r o n t  page P r o v i n c e  



h e a d l i n e  exc la imed  " I l l i t e r a t e  e n t e r e d  g r a d e  seven".  The c a s e  of a n  1 8  yea r -  

o l d  Burnaby s t u d e n t  nho completed g rade  7 n i t h o u t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  r e a d  and n r i t e  

was documented and t h e  b o y ' s  subsequen t  p r i s o n  r e c o r d  - he  was charged  n i t h  53 

c a s e s  of b r e a k i n g  and e n t e r i n g  - nas  used t o  i n d i c t  thB s c h o o l  system. 

A c l i m a t e  of p u b l i c  u n c e r t a i n t y  and f e a r  t h u s  l e d  t o  t h e  Chant Royal 

Commission. Then M i n i s t e r  of  Educat ion,  L e s l i e  A. P e t e r s o n  r e c e n t l y  d e s c r i b e d  

h i s  s e n s e  of  t h e  s i t u a t i o n :  

They mere u n s e t t l e d  times. Hhen you add t o  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  l a r g e  
i n c r e a s e s  i n  numbers of  s t u d e n t s  each  y e a r  t o  cope  n i t h  and t h e  l a c k  
of funds .  ... He had a g r e a t  s h o r t a g e  of  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h o s e  e a r l y  
yea r s .  I n  t h e  l a t e  f i f t i e s  and e a r l y  s i x t i e s  I had t o  e s t a b l i s h  
p e r s o n n e l  whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t o  r e c r u i t  t e a c h e r s  from England 
and I' d r a i d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  ( i n  Giles, 1983, p. 76) 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r o n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  change,  and a n  

ac r imonious  p u b l i c  d e b a t e  f u e l l e d  by Cold Har r h e t o r i c  - t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

sys tem had c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow i n  a c c o r d a n c e  n i t h  h i g h  b i r t h  r a t e s  and 

migra t ion .  Betneen 1957 and 1959 t h e  t o t a l  e n r o l l m e n t  r o s e  from 301,523 t o  

327,987 s t u d e n t s ,  w i t h  a rise i n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  e n r o l l m e n t  of  o v e r  12% 

( S t a t i s t i c s  Canada, 1971, p. 176) .  Nor had t h e  p r o v i n c e  overcome t h e  p 0 S t ~ a r  , 

s h o r t a g e  of  q u a l i f i e d  t e a c h e r s : - t h e  number of t e a c h e r s  n i t h  t n o  y e a r s  o r  l e s s  

of t r a i n i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  h o v e r  a round  t h e  5596 mark t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1950s  ( p .  

100) .  

I n  J a n u a r y  1958, t h e  H . A . C .  B e n n e t t  government a p p o i n t e d  a Royal 

Commission t o  e n q u i r e  i n t o  " v a r i o u s  p h a s e s  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  

sys tem n i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  programmes of s t u d y  and p u p i l  achievement"  

(Chan t ,  L i e r s c h  and Halrod,  1960,  p. 1 ) .  Betneen 1950 and 1958, Royal 

Commissions on e d u c a t i o n  had been u n d e r t a k e n  i n  O n t a r i o ,  Nova S c o t i a ,  Manitoba 

and A l b e r t a  ( Johnson ,  1964, p. 2 5 5 ) .  By t h e  e a r l y  1960s  t h e y  had 



p r o l i f e r a t e d  t o  such  a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  one e d i t o r i a l  n r i t e r  was prompted t o  r e f e r  

t o  t h e  "Royal Commission I n d u s t r y n  a s  a means f o r  " c o o l i n g  o f f "  any " h o t  

p o l i t i c a l  p o t a t o "  (Vancouver  P rov ince  1 August 1963, p. 6 ) .  But from i ts 

i n c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  1920s  (Luke,  1980; Hann, 1980) t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e / s c i e n t i f i c  

model implemented i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia by Heir ,  King and c o l l e a g u e s  had escaped  

o f f i c i a l  governmental  s c r u t i n y .  Benne t t  and P e t e r s o n  d e l i b e r a t e l y  c h o s e  

Commissioners w i t h o u t  t i e s  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  o r  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  

communities i n  t h e  province:  S.N.F. Chant, Dean of  Arts and S c i e n c e  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of  B r i t i s h  Columbia, J . E .  L i e r s c h ,  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Powell  

R i v e r  Paper  Company, and R.P. Halrod,  g e n e r a l  manager of  B r i t i s h  Columbia T r e e  

F r u i t s  Ltd. The b u s i n e s s  and resource -based  i n d u s t r i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t n o  of  

t h e  Commissioners c e r t a i n l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  p o s t - S p u t n i k  c o n c e r n  ~ i t h  economic 

c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  and p r o d u c t i v i t y .  

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  o v e r  t h r e e  hundred and s i x t y  f o r m a l  b r i e f s  and v i s i t i n g  one  

hundred and s i x t e e n  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  Commission s u b m i t t e d  t h e i r  r e p o r t  i n  l a t e  

1960. The r e p o r t  n o t e d  t h a t  " t h e  s u r v i v a l  of mankind r i l l  v e r y  l a r g e l y  depend 

upon l e a r n i n g  more i n t e l l i g e n t  nays  f o r  d e a l i n g  n i t h  problems t h a t  t h r e a t e n  

t h e  human r a c e n  add c a l l e d  f o r  a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  t o  

a c c o m ~ o d a t e  b e t t e r  a t n o  s t r e a m  a c a d e m i c / v o c a t i o n a l  sys tem b e g i n n i n g  i n  g r a d e  

8. Although its c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  and p r a c t i c e s  n a s  n o t  a s  n e g a t i v e  

a s  a n t i c i p a t e d  i n  many q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  Commission c a l l e d  f o r  a r eemphas i s  of 

" b a s i c  s k i l l s  and knowledge" ( C h a n t  e t  a l . ,  p. 255) and a r e o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  

c u r r i c u l u m  anay from s u b j e c t s  l i k e  a r t ,  music and drama t o n a r d s  s p e c i a l i z e d  

s c i e n t i f i c  and v o c a t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l u m .  T h i s  n a s  h a i l e d  p u b l i c l y  a s  a 

" d e p r e s s i n g ,  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  and r e a c t i o n a r y "  document by N.V. S c a r f e ,  Dean of 

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  B r i t i s h  Columbia C o l l e g e  of  Educa t ion ,  nho no ted  t h a t  "it 



was aimed a t  d e s t r o y i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e  t e a c h i n g  methods i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia" 

( Vancouver Sun, 30 December 1960, p. 1 ) .  

I n  terms of  r e a d i n g  and l anguage  a r t s  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  e lementa ry  

s c h o o l s ,  t h e  Chant Commission c i t e d  s e v e r a l  b r i e f s  by l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  t e a c h e r s '  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  which a rgued  t h a t  " e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  a  

sound background i n ,  and t h e  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  of p h o n i c s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  

h i g h e s t  r e a d i n g  and s p e l l i n g  achievement  i n  c h i l d r e n "  ( p .  297) .  P a r e n t s  a s  

well " e x p r e s s e d  d i s s a t i f a c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  l a c k  of p r o g r e s s  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  

pr imary g r a d e s  were making i n  r e a d i n g ,  and t h e  m a j o r i t y  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  t o  

i n s u f f i c i e n t  emphas i s  on phonics"  ( p .  297-8). R e f l e c t i n g  t h i s  p o p u l a r  view of 

phon ics  a s  a n  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  panacea,  t h e  Commission found f a u l t  w i t h  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  c .urr iculum g u i d e ' s  q u a l i f i e d  endorsement  of p h o n i c s  a s  n e i t h e r  

" s u f f i c i e n t l y  d e f i n i t e  o r  i n f o r m a t i v e " .  The Commissioners r e c o u n t e d  t h e i r  

o b s e r v a t i o n s :  

The o b s e r v a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  made by t h e  members of  t h e  Commission 
w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  schoods  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of  p h o n i c s  v a r i e d  from 
s c h o o l  t o  s c h o o l  and from c l a s s r o o m  t o  c lassroom.  I n  c e r t a i n  Grade I 
c l a s s e s ,  by a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  end o f  February ,  some of  t h e  p u p i l s  when 
q u e s t i o n e d  a s p l a y e d  l i t t l e  knowledge of how t o  sound o u t  words. I n  
o t h e r  c l a s s e s  t h e  commiss ioners  obse rved  t h a t  t h e  p u p i l s  were b e i n g  
t a u g h t  t o  sound t h e  l e t t e r s  and s y l l a b l e s  of  words t h a t  mere w r i t t e n  
on t h e  b lackboard .  I n  a  number of p r imary  g r a d e s  a  common p h o n e t i c  
d e v i c e  mas t o  have t h e  p u p i l s  r e p e a t  words t h a t  rhyme, s u c h  a s  had, 
bad, dad, sad .  O t h e r  g r o u p s  were s t u d y i n g  lists of  words t h a t  
commenced w i t h  t h e  same le t ters  and sounds,  s u c h  a s  c a t ,  c a r t ,  can,  
c a r ,  c a r d ,  e t c .  However, i n  some c l a s s e s  t h e s e  p u p i l s  were m e r e l y  
w r i t i n g  t h e s e  i n  t h e i r  e x e r c i s e  books r a t h e r  t h a n  s a y i n g  them a loud ,  
and i t  is q u e s t i o n a b l e  if t h i s  method p r o v i d e s  s u f f i c i e n t  p r a c t i c e  i n  
phonics .  ( p .  297) 

Hence t h e  Commission recommended " t h a t  a  m0r.e i n t e n s i v e  u s e  be made of p h o n i c s  

s o  t h a t  t h e  p u p i l s  may be  e n a b l e d  t h e r e b y  t o  e x t e n d  t h e i r  r e a d i n g  v o c a b u l a r i e s  

by t h e i r  own read ing" .  They d i d  n o t  a r g u e  f o r  t h e  s h e l v i n g  of t h e  " s i g h t  

methods" a d v o c a t e d  by Gray and Dick ie ,  b u t  r a t h e r  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  



combina t ion  of  bo th  methods "nould g i v e  a  ba lanced  competence i n  r e a d i n g  t h a t  

r e s u l t s  n e i t h e r  i n  s low and s tumbl ing  r e a d e r s  n o r  i n  mere word p ronouncersn  

( p .  298 ) .  But i n  a  major  recommendation n h i c h  c l e a r l y  d i v e r g e d  from e x i s t i n g  

Depar tmenta l  c u r r i c u l a r  g u i d e l i n e s ,  t h e  Commission a rgued  t h a t  t h e  fo rmal  

t e a c h i n g  of  p h o n i c s  s h o u l d  be schedu led  s e p a r a t e l y  and t h a t  s u c h  i n s t r u c t i o n  

shou ld  be c a r r i e d  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  g r a d e s  ( p .  237) .  

A s  f o r  t h e  b a l a n c e  of t h e  e lementa ry  c u r r i c u l u m ,  t h e  Commission a l s o  

recommended t e a c h i n g  a  "mas te ry  of b a s i c  g rammat ica l  forms" and t h a t  t e a c h e r s  

t a k e  " g r e a t e r  c a r e  t o  c o r r e c t  m i s t a k e s  i n  grammar and t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  c o r r e c t  

usage i n  a l l  r r i t t e n  work". Observing t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  s p e l l i n g ,  t h e  

Commissioners t o u r e d  t h e  s c h o o l s  and "chose  words t o  be  p u t  t o  p u p i l s " ,  

d i s c o v e r i n g  t h a t  " p u p i l s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  more p r o f i c i e n t  t h a n  t h e y  a r e  

o r d i n a r i l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be" ( p. 301 1 .  Nonethe less ,  a s p e c t s  of  Quance'  s 

approach  rere c r i t i c i z e d  i n  s e v e r a l  b r i e f s ,  b o t h  a s  t o o  r i g i d  and a s  n o t  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  s y s t e m a t i c  and p h o n e t i c a l l y  based.  The Commission conc luded  t h a t  

s p e l l i n g  l e s s o n s  s h o u l d  " i n c l u d e  more s e n t e n c e  n r i t i n g  a l o n g  n i t h  t h e  l e a r n i n g  

of  nord  lists", a l s o  n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  r i g i d  " g r a d e  l e v e l  ass ignment"  o f  . 
Q u a n c e ' s  list n a s  "poor" and t h a t  " m a t e r i a l  o f  a  more c h a l l e n g i n g  t y p e  is 

needed" ( p. 302) .  

Another  key a s p e c t  of r e a d i n g  and l a n g u a g e  a r t s  c u r r i c u l u m  Has 

c r i t i c i z e d :  American t e x t b o o k s  c o n s t i t u t e d  24% of  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  

m a t e r i a l s  (p .  342) .  H h i l e  n o t  s i n g l i n g  o u t  p a r t i c u l a r  t e x t s ,  t h e  

Comniss ioners  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  " C a n a d i a n i z a t i o n "  u n d e r t a k e n  by branch p l a n t  

p u b l i s h e r s  o f  American t e x t s  "appeared  t o  have been c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a  s k e t c h y  

manner" and t h a t  " t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e u  from n h i c h  t h e  t ex t -book  h a s  been n r i t t e n  

n e a r l y  a l r a y s  b e t r a y s  i t s e l f  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e  r e v i s i o n s "  ( p. 3 4 2 ) .  Hence, t h e  



Commission recommended " t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  p r o c u r i n g  more Canadian and 

B r i t i s h  t e x t b o o k s  be t h o r o u g h l y  canvassed".  The aim h e r e ,  was t o  e q u a l i z e  

p e r c e i v e d  " d i s a d v a n t a g e s  i n  f a c i l i t i e s "  s h a r e d  by b o t h  Canadian and B r i t i s h  

pub1 i s h e r s .  

Regarding t h e  a c t u a l  l i t e r a r y  c o n t e n t  of t e x t b o o k s ,  t h e  Commission no ted  

"ev idence  of c a r e l e s s  p r e p a r a t i o n "  by many t e x t b o o k  e d i t o r s .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  

t e rms  of c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a d i n g  t e x t s ,  t h e  f o l l o n i n g  was noted:  

The b a s i c  r e a d e r s  f o r  t h e  e lementa ry  g r a d e s  mere judged t o  be 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  by most of  t h e  t e a c h e r s  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  Grade I V  and V I  
r e a d e r s ,  which were more o f t e n  judged t o  be  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  l a r g e l y  
because  o f  a lack o f  l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t y .  The s p e l l e r s  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  were c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  poor  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and some 
d i s c r e p a n c i e s  i n  s p e l l i n g  between t h e  r e a d e r s  and s p e l l e r s  were 
p o i n t e d  ou t .  ( p .  3433 

Hence, g e n e r a l  recommendations were made " a g a i n s t  t h e  u s e  of  ab r idgements  of  

some well-known c h i l d r e n ' s  books". The argument a a s  made t h a t  " such  

r e n r i t i n g s  r e d u c e  t h e  s t o r y  t o  a  form which d e s t r o y s  i ts  l i t e r a r y  value".  

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  Commission m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t e x t b o o k s  s h o u l d  " n o t  be s o  

c o p i o u s l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  t h e  l i t e r a r y  o r  i n f o r m a t i v e  v a l u e  of  

t h e  t e x t  is impa i red"  ( p .  3433. ,. 

Tno o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of t h e  b a s i c  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  e l e m e n t a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n  were 

c r i t i c i z e d :  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  " p r o j e c t  method" and widespread  IQ t e s t i n g .  The 

Commission no ted  t h a t  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  approach  " s h o u l d  n o t  be s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  

d i d a c t i c  i n s t r u c t i o n "  ( p .  3563, f u r t h e r  c a u t i o n i n g  t e a c h e r s  " t o  avo id  any 

p r o j e c t  method t h a t  t e n d s  t o  draw t h e  p u p i l s '  a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  l e s s o n  a s  

suchn.  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  Commission n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of  IQ t e s t i n g  l e d  t o  " t h e  

common tendency  t o  l a b e l  p u p i l s  a t  a n  e a r l y  agen  and, moreover, t h a t  " t h e  

Commissioners doubted t h e  a c c u r a c y  of some of  t h e  IQ8s  t h a t  appeared  on 

p u p i l ' s  r e c o r d s n  ( p .  357) .  Hence, t h e y  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  "over tendency  t o  



overemphasize  IQ" i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e s t s  i n  g e n e r a l .  

S c a r f e ' s  widely  r e p o r t e d  p u b l i c  judgement t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  a t t a c k e d  t h e  

ve ry  b a s i s  of  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  was v a l i d ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  terms of t h e  e x t e n t  t o  

which t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  " b a s i c s "  found f a u l t  w i t h  t h e  ve ry  

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s ,  m a t e r i a l s  and methods o f  pos twar  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Many 

a s p e c t s  of  c u r r i c u l u m  and i n s t r u c t i o n  no ted  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  - t h e  u s e  of 

American t e x t b o o k s ,  Gray and D i c k i e ' s  emphasis  on "whole word" approaches ,  t h e  

p a u c i t y  of  l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t y  i n  s t u d e n t  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  Deweyian " p r o j e c t  

methods" of  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  and t h e  use  of s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  f o r  p u r p o s e s  of 

g roup ing  and t r e a t m e n t  - were c r i t i q u e d .  

The Chant Commission's  f i n d i n g s  on l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  e l e m e n t a r y  

s c h o o l s ,  however, were based l a r g e l y  on c a s u a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  and t h e  

recommendations forwarded by p a r e n t s '  and t e a c h e r s '  groups .  S e v e r a l  

h i s t o r i c a l  i r o n i e s  r e s u l t e d .  F i r s t ,  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  c o n t e n t  of  

upper  p r imary  r e a d e r s  c o n t r a d i c t s  D i c k i e  e t  a l . ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  

unabr idged  p a s s a g e s  of  l i t e r a t u r e  i n t o  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  Canadian P a r a d e  s e r i e s .  

D e s p i t e  t e a c h e r s '  a p p a r e n t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  r e a d e r s  l i k e  The Cur r i cu lum 

Foundat ion S e r i e s  used i n  e a r l y  p r imary  g r a d e s ,  on t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s t u d y  t h e  g e n e r a l  c r i t i c i s m  of  t h e  i r r e l e v a n c e  and l i t e r a r y  p o v e r t y  of  

t e x t b o o k s  a p p l i e s  most a p t l y  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  series. 

Second, w h i l e  t h e  comments on Q u a n c e ' s  approach  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of 

s p e l l i n g  were d e f e n s i b l e ,  t h e  Cornmission's c l a i m  of  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  p h o n i c s  

h i g h l i g h t s  i ts  a c q u i e s c e n c e  t o  p o p u l a r  wisdom and commonsense a b o u t  p r a c t i c e .  

I n  a l l ,  t h e s e  and l i k e  problems t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  document a r e  t h e  p r o d u c t s  of 

t h e  v e r y  f o r m u l a t i o n  of t h e  Commission: t h e  e x c l u s i o n  of  acknowledged 

e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r t s  was i n t e n t i o n a l  and l e d  t o  a  p o p u l i s t ,  c o n s e n s u s  based 



a s s e s s m e n t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  P e n n e r  and  S c a r f e ,  many e d u c a t o r s  r u s h e d  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  ' 

f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  Chan t  Commission. l r i t i n g  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  F a c u l t y  of  

E d u c a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r  G. B i r k e t t  ( 1961, 

p. 2 4 )  a r g u e d  t h a t  

I t  s h o u l d  be emphas i zed  t h a t  t h e  r ecommenda t ions  o f  t h e  Chant  
Commission d o  r e p r e s e n t  a p o i n t  of view b u t  much r e s e a r c h  st i l l  h a s  
t o  be  done  t o  f i n d  a n s n e r s  t o  u n r e s o l v e d  q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of 
phon ic s .  

She  and o t h e r s  n o t e d  f u r t h e r m o r e  t h a t  s u c h  i n n o v a t i o n s  a s  Glen  t IcCracken1s  Nen 

C a s t l e  Read ing  Expe r imen t  - a  P e n n s y l v a n i a  b a s e d  program n h i c h  used  

f i l m s t r i p s ,  s l i d e s  and p i c t u r e s  t o  a i d  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g  - and 

" i n d i v i d u a l i z e d  r e a d i n g  programs"  n h i c h  a l l o w e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  select  t h e i r  own 

r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  mere b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  ' ~ r i t i s h  Columbia s c h o o l s  ( e. 9. , 

Hardman, 1959) .  These  i n n o v a t i o n s  n h i c h  l e d  on  f r o m  s o l i d  r e s e a r c h  

f o u n d a t i o n s ,  B i r k e t t  m a i n t a i n e d ,  mere of p e r h a p s  more i m p o r t a n c e  t h a n  t h e  

i n c r e a s e d  t e a c h i n g  o f  p h o n i c s  and  t h e  " r e t u r n  t o  t h e  basics" o f  grammar and 

s p e l l i n g  a d v o c a t e d  by t h e  Chan t  Commission. 
L 

A s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i s h e r s ,  t h e  Vice P r e s i d e n t  o f  Gage Canada d e s c r i b e d  h i s  

s e n s e  of  t h e  s t a t e  o f  l i t e r a c y  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a  s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  t o  f a c u l t y  

a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  B r i t i s h  Columbia i n  1960. A. R. lees ( 1960, p. 105) Has 

f u l l y  c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e  t e n s i o n s  n i t h i n  modern e d u c a t i o n  b e t n e e n  t e c h n i c i s t  and  

p r o g r e s s i v e  o r i e n t a t i o n s :  

T h o r n d i k e  assumed t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  was made up  o f  b i t s  and  p i e c e s  which  
h e  c a l l e d  s t i m u l u s - r e s p o n s e  bonds,  and  h a v i n g  assumed h i s  b i t s , a n d  
p i e c e s ,  h e  n e v e r  c o u l d  g e t  t h e  c h i l d  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n .  The o r g a n i s m i c  
p e o p l e  h a v e  e x a c t l y  t h e  same t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h e i r  who le -ch i ld  t h e o r y .  
Assuming t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  is i n d i v i s i b l e ,  t h e y  c a n  d e s c r i b e  t h e  c h i l d  
b u t  t h e y  c a n  n e v e r  a n a l y s e  him b e c a u s e  how c a n  t h e y  t a k e  him a p a r t  if 
h e  h a s  no  p a r t s ?  

A g a i n s t  t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e  o v e r e m p h a s i s  on  word r e c o g n i t i o n  s h o u l d  be 



r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  r e n e r e d  concern  r i t h  phonics ,  lees ( p. 11 0)  s t a u n c h l y  defended 

e x i s t i n g  methods: 

I n  r e a d i n g ,  re have a c h i e v e d  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  word r e c o g n i t i o n  and 
p r o n u n c i a t i o n  t h a t  re c a n  be happy w i t h  - f o r  a  r h i l e ,  a t  l e a s t .  I 
can i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of o u r  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  a  r a t h e r  d r a m a t i c  
ray .  Before  t h e  war, i n  t h e  French a r e a s  of  Ner B r u n s r i c k ,  
i l l i t e r a c y  mas common, i n  some p o c k e t s ' a s  h i g h  a s  36%. A t  t h e  time 
modern t e c h n i q u e s  i n  t e a c h i n g  French r e a d i n g  t o  French  c h i l d r e n  r e r e  
i n t r o d u c e d ,  and today  French l i t e r a c y  is a l m o s t  e q u a l  t o  E n g l i s h  
l i t e r a c y .  

Yet lees ( p. 11 1 )  - p u b l i s h e r  of b o t h  Gray and Arbuthnot '  s and Quance'  s 

s e r i e s  - c o n c u r r e d  r i t h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  fo rwarded  by Chant,  u n i v e r s i t y  academics  

and o t h e r s  r e g a r d i n g  p a u c i t y  of l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t y .  H e  n o t e d  t h e  post-McGuffey 

h i s t o r i c a l  movement a r a y  from l i t e r a r y  t e x t s  t o  p u r p o s e  b u i l t  pedagogic  t e x t s .  

The p r e s e n t  c o n t e n t  o f  o u r  r e a d i n g  programs is a  hodge-podge, and 
t h i s  h a s  been been t r u e  e v e r  s i n c e  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  t o  r e a d  from 
r e a d i n g  t e x t s  i n s t e a d  of  t h e  Bib le .  I would e x c e p t  McGuffey. 
Although one  might q u e s t i o n  h i s  c o n c e p t s ,  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  c o n t i n u i t y  
i n  t h e  HcGuffey r e a d e r s  i s  more a p p a r e n t  t h a n  i n  any s i n c e .  I f  
l e a r n i n g  p roceeds ,  a s  I s u s p e c t  i t  does,  i n  p a t t e r n s  of c o n c e p t u a l  
development,  how c a n  re e x p e c t  growth t h r o u g h  r e a d i n g  when r e  t e a c h  a  
s t o r y  a b o u t  t h e  l o v e  of God today  and The B a t t l e  w i t h  t h e  Ants  
tomorron. 

H i s  p r a i s e  o f  e x i s t i n g  approaches ,  then ,  mas q u a l i f i e d  by a  s k e p t i c i s m  of t h e  

s k i l l s  o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  con tempora ry  model. Hees o b s e r v e d  t h a t ,  t o o  o f t e n ,  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  human i n t e r a c t i o n  and c o n c e p t s  was o v e r r i d d e n  by a  narrow 

p r e o c c u p a t i o n  n i t h  t e a c h i n g  t h e  mechanics  of  r ead ing :  

I n  many c l a s s r o o m s  re d o n ' t  even  t e a c h  t h e  s t o r y  because  t h e  c o u r s e  
of s t u d y  . . . t a l k s  a b o u t  s y l l a b i c a t i o n ,  o r  b e a u t y  o f  language,  o r  
g rammat ica l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and h a r d l y  e v e r  ment ions  t h e  human 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of c h a r a c t e r ,  t h a t  make t h e  s t o r y .  

A s  a  p u b l i s h e r ,  h i s  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  tias w i t h  t h e  l a c k  of  i d e n t i f i a b l e  

Canadian c o n t e n t  i n  t e x t b o o k  m a t e r i a l s .  L i k e  t h e  Chant commiss ioners ,  Hees 

f e l t  t h a t  t h e  mandates  of t h e  Massey Commission n e a r l y  a  decade  e a r l i e r  had 

been l a r g e l y  i g n o r e d  by e d u c a t i o n a l  o f f i c i a l s .  He a rgued  t h a t  



No n o n d e r  t h e n  o u r  b i g g e s t  i m p o r t  is o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  i d e a s .  No r o n d e r  
t h a t  t h e  g e n i u s  o f  t h e  Canad ian  p e o p l e  i s  i m i t a t i o n  and  t h a t  s i n c e  re 
p r o b a b l y  s e c r e t l y  r e s e n t  o u r  p o s i t i o n  re d o n ' t  e v e n  imi ta te  v e r y  
well. If t h i s  s o u n d s  l i k e  a  h a r s h  a p p r a i s a l ,  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  h a l f  o u r  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  o u r  min ing  and n i n e t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  
o u r  o i l  a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  f rom t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  and  t h a t  o u r  main 
e x p o r t s  a r e  p r i m a r y  p r o d u c t s .  A s  a  n a t i o n  re a r e ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  h e r e r s  
o f  rood and d r a w e r s  o f  r a t e r .  And t h i s  c o n t r o l  e x t e n d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
warp and uoof  o f  o u r  economic  l i f e .  E x c e p t  f o r  company u n i o n s ,  have  
re o n e  l a b o r  u n i o n  r h o s e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a r e  i n  Canada. ( p .  117)  

T h i s  economic  dependency i n  t u r n  was t i e d  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  impover i shmen t  

e v i d e n c e d  i n  Canad ian  t e x t b o o k s :  

He have  no  song.  H e  s i n g  t h e  f o l k  s o n g s  o f  t h e  Alabama negro ,  t h e  
Hyorning couboy,  and  t h e  h e a r t a c h e s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  Har. He r e a d  o t h e r  
n a t i o n ' s  books. One l a r g e  Canad ian  p u b l i s h e r  s a y s  t h a t  h e  p u b l i s h e s  
one -ha l f  a  book a  y e a r  by a  Canad ian  a u t h o r .  H e  may i m p o r t  n e a r l y  a  
t housand .  Have re f i v e  p r o s e  m i t e r s  i n  Canada f o r  whom re c a n  c l a i m  
l i t e r a r y  o r i g i n a l i t y ?  P e r h a p s  f i v e .  O f  c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e ,  re 
have  none. 

I n  sum, t h e  l a t e  1 9 5 0 s  cr i t ic isms o f  e x i s t i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

o f  l i t e r a c y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  s e n s e  o f  crisis s h a r e d  p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  

p u b l i c ,  some t e a c h e r s ,  and  u n i v e r s i t y  f a c u l t y  i n  f i e l d s  o t h e r  t h a n  e d u c a t i o n .  

The g e n e r a l  c r i t i q u e  - f r amed  by Royal  Commissions and  r e s t a t e d  i n  t h e  p o p u l a r  

p r e s s  and  t h e  p ronouncemen t s  o f  a c a d e m i c s  i n  h u m a n i t i e s  - c o n c e r n e d  t h e  mora l  L 

p o v e r t y  o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  pedagogy and its i n a b i l i t y  t o  convey  t h e  " b a s i c s "  r h i l e  

e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  " e x c e l l e n c e "  s e e n  t o  b e  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  s u p e r i o r i t y .  The t e n o r  o f  t h i s  c r i t ic i sm ras  amply p a r a p h r a s e d  

i n  a  br ief  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  C h a n t  Commission by a  Duncan p a r e n t s '  g roup:  

Dur ing  t h e  l a s t  15  years t h e  t r e n d ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  
l a b o u r ,  i n  s o c i e t y  a s  a whole,  h a s  been  t o  make t h i n g s  e a s y ,  s o f t ,  
and  t o  a c q u i r e  t h i n g s  n i t h  a s  l i t t l e  e f f o r t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  ( C h a n t  e t  
a l . ,  p. 351) 

Chan t  e t  a l .  r e n t  on  t o  s u r m i z e  t h a t  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  e m p h a s i s  "upon t h e  g r o r t h  

and deve lopmen t  o f  p u p i l s "  had  l e d  t o  a  " c o r r e s p o n d i n g  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  stress 

t h a t  mas f o r m e r l y  p l a c e d  upon t h e  s h e e r  m a s t e r y  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e  



c u r r i c u l u m " .  A c l e a r  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  t r u i s m  t h a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  

s c h o o l i n g  mas, i n  C h a n t ' s  terms, t o  " t e a c h  p u p i l s ,  n o t  s u b j e c t s "  a a s  a t  hand. 

With t h i s  g e n e r a l  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  quo, came c a l l s  f o r  

r e n e n e d  e m p h a s i s  on  what t h e  p u b l i c  c o n s t r u e d  a s  " t h e  b a s i c s "  o f  l i t e r a c y :  

p h o n i c s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  grammar and s p e l l i n g .  To t h i s ,  a c a d e m i c s  i n  t h e  

h u m a n i t i e s  added  t h e  c a l l  f o r  a  r e e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  l i t e r a r y  t e x t s  

i n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  t e x t b o o k s .  And t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d e b a t e  on  f a l l i n g  

s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e  Hassey  Commiss ion ' s  c r i t i q u e  of  t h e  o v e r u s e  o f  U. S. t e x t s  mas 

r e i t e r a t e d .  

I n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  Chan t  Commission, c e r t a i n l y  t h o s e  r e m a i n i n g  

D e p a r t m e n t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  who had l a b o u r e d  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  e x i s t i n g  model and  

t h o s e  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t o r s  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia and V i c t o r i a  C o l l e g e  

nho had r e s e a r c h e d  and imp lemen ted  t h e  model must  h a v e  f e l t  c h a s t i z e d .  

S c a r f e ' s  b i t t e r  comments r e f l e c t e d  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s ,  r h o  had 

been  e x c l u d e d  f rom f o r m a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Conmiss ion  and n h o s e  

p e d a g o g i c a l  s chemes  and g e n e r a l  p h i l o s o p h y  had been  s u b j e c t  t o  h a r s h  

c r i t i c i s m .  

C e r t a i n l y ,  a s  J o h n s o n  ( 1964,  p. 255-74) n o t e s ,  t h e  r ecommenda t ions  o f  t h e  

Chant  R e p o r t  had l o n g  term effects  on  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  

s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s :  t h e  academic  v o c a t i o n a l  s t r e a m i n g  s y s t e m  p roposed  H a s  

i n t r o d u c e d  and g r a d e  7 was r e l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l .  The p r o v i n c i a l  

e x a m i n a t i o n  s y s t e m  was r e m o d e l l e d  f o r  u s e  a s  a  t e r t i a r y  e n t r a n c e  s y s t e m  and 

v o c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  rere expanded t o  a c c e p t  l o n e r  s t r e a m  s e c o n d a r y  

s t u d e n t s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  Progressive/technocratic a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

o f  r e a d i n g  and  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  i n  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  

p roved  r e m a r k a b l y  r e s i l i e n t  and  r e s i s t a n t  t o  change .  



D e s p i t e  c a l l s  f o r  a  renewed emphasis  on phon ics ,  a  major  r e v i s i o n  of t h e  

pr imary l anguage  a r t s  c u r r i c u l u m  was n o t  u n d e r t a k e n  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1960s.  

Pe rhaps  t h i s  was t h e  r e s u l t  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  major  e f f o r t s  a t  c u r r i c u l a r  

r e v i s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  Chant Commission were f o c u s s e d  on t h e  secondary  s c h o o l s .  

By t h e  t i m e  t h i s  r e v i s i o n  was completed,  t h e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  had 

changed c o n s i d e r a b l y .  

I n  9963,  r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h e r  D. H. R u s s e l l ,  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Reading A s s o c i a t i o n  confe rence ,  h e l d  

t h a t  Year i n  N e w  U e s t m i n i s t e r ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia. H i s  keyno te  t o p i c ,  however, 

o m i t t e d  mention of  t h e  " b a s i c s " ,  c a l l i n g  i n s t e a d  f o r  a  renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  

" r e a d i n g  and c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g "  ( p. 8 ) .  N e w  t h e o r i e s  of  r e a d i n g  were 

emerging, and by t h e  l a t e  1960s  " c h i l d  c e n t e r e d "  P r o g r e s s i v e  pedagogy Has 

undergoing a  r e d i s c o v e r y  by " c o u n t e r c u l t u r a l "  e d u c a t o r s  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

The series which r e p l a c e d  t h e  Dick and J a n e  r e a d e r s  i n  t h e  1960s  - l a t e r  

r e v i s i o n s  o f  R u s s e l l ' s  Ginn B a s i c  Readers  (1952-1968) and Hol t -Rinehar t  and 

U i n s t o n ' s  new Lanquaqe P a t t e r n s  (1968)  series - were b o t h  American i n  c o n t e n t ,  

r e p l e t e  w i t h  t e a c h e r s '  manuals, supp lementa ry  t e x t s  and workbooks. They d i d ,  

however, r e f l e c t  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  " g r e a t  d e b a t e "  between a d v o c a t e s  of  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s k i l l s - b a s e d  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of r ead ing .  The f o r m e r  

assumed a  more o r  l e s s  whole word approach  comparable  t o  G r a y ' s  s e r i e s ,  w h i l e  

t h e  l a t t e r  r e f l e c t e d  a  p h o n i c s  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

A t  t h e  same time t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  Department 

i n c r e a s e d .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  growth o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  

1960s,  s t a f f i n g  and r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  Resea rch  and S t a n d a r d s  Branch of  t h e  

Department expanded ( H. Evans, p e r s o n a l  communication,  J u l y  1979) .  L ike  most 

l a r g e r  North  American e d u c a t i o n a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia 



Department c a r r i e d  on wi th  l a r g e - s c a l e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  

growing and i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i v e r s e  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and p u b l i c  demands f o r  

f i s c a l  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  Spurred by t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  p o s t -  

S p u t n i k  approach  and m a t t e r s  of q u a l i t y  c o n t r o l ,  Conway c o n t i n u e d  t o  

a d m i n i s t e r  r e g u l a r  tests of IQ and r e a d i n g  ach ievement  (see Tab le  5 . 1 . )  u n t i l  

h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  19709, when a  new government opposed t o  mass 

s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g  took  o f f i c e  and e f f e c t i v e l y  r e o r g a n i z e d  h i s  D i v i s i o n  (E. 

D a i l l  y, p e r s o n a l  communication, 1  4 J a n u a r y  1982) .  

The s t r e n g t h  w i t h  which P r o g r e s s i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of  

l i t e r a c y  w i t h s t o o d  p e r i o d i c  c r i t i c i s m  and a s s a u l t  i n  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  l i k e  

B r i t i s h  Columbia is  i n  many ways i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  t e n a c i t y  of t h e  model a s  a  

whole. C e r t a i n l y ,  a  r ange  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  m i l i t a t e d  i n  f a v o r . o f  t h e  

s t a t u s  quo: t h e  en t renchment  of a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r w a r  y e a r s  

e n s u r e d  a  r e t e n t i o n  of t e a c h i n g  p r a c t i c e s  l i k e  " t h e  p r o j e c t  methodn, mass IQ 

t e s t i n g ,  and "whole nordn a p p r o a c h e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  decades .  King and Heir's 

a t t e m p t s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1940s  t o  e n s u r e  c o n t i n u i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  placement  of t h e i r  
L 

a p p r e n t i c e s  i n  h i g h  r a n k i n g  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  p o s i t i o n s  had succeeded.  T h i s  meant 

t h a t  d e s p i t e  s h i f t s  i n  governmental  p o l i c y  under  s u c h  S o c i a l  C r e d i t  M i n i s t e r s  

a s  Ro ls ton ,  Bonner and P e t e r s o n ,  and t h e  growing i n f l u e n c e  of  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Columbia Teachers '  F e d e r a t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  dec i s ion-making  ( Johnson ,  pp. 

252-41, c o n t i n u i t y  of  p h i l o s o p h y  and p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  Department was 

mainta ined.  I n  l i g h t  of t h e  n o t e d  r e s i s t a n c e  of  l o c a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  

and t e a c h e r  e d u c a t o r s  t o  t h e  Chant f i n d i n g s ,  i t  is a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  

p r o v i n c e ' s  t o t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  wha tever  its p e r i o d i c  d i s p u t e s  

w i t h  t h e  Department,  m a i n t a i n e d  a  s t a u n c h  d e f e n s e  of  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  1950s  and 60s.  



A second f a c t o r  which m i l i t a t e d  a g a i n s t  change was t h a t  t h e  paradigm 

i t s e l f ,  a s  h a s  been i n d i c a t e d ,  was embodied i n  t h e  t o t a l  c u r r i c u l a r  packages  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  marketed by p u b l i s h e r s .  The p h i l o s o p h i c  assumpt ions ,  and 

a t t e n d a n t  pedagog ica l  p r a c t i c e s  of P r o g r e s s i v i s m  were b u i l t  i n t o  s e r i e s  l i k e  

t h e  Curr iculum Founda t ion  Series and The Canadian P a r a d e  Readers.  Hence t h e  

c u r r i c u l a r  packages  t h e m s e l v e s  may have b red  a  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  and 

a l l e g i a n c e s  towards  p a r t i c u l a r  approaches  and m a t e r i a l s ,  convey ing  and 

r e i n f o r c i n g  commonsense c o n v e n t i o n s  towards  t h e  t e a c h i n g  and l e a r n i n g  of 

l i t e r a c y .  C e r t a i n l y ,  any compet ing t e x t  o r  s u b s e q u e n t  r ep lacement  t e x t  had t o  

p r o v i d e  a d j u n c t  m a t e r i a l s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  compete w i t h  s e r i e s  l i k e  G r a y ' s  and 

D i c k i e ' s .  The a p p e a l  of  s u c h  comple te  packages  t o  Depar tmenta l  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  moreover, is u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  

s h o r t a g e  of  q u a l i f i e d  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s.  

If Gray, Dick ie ,  and Quance' s t e x t s  a r e  any i n d i c a t o r ,  t h e  c y c l e  of 

t e x t b o o k  o b s o l e s c e n c e  and r e p l a c e m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  war was f i f t e e n  yea r s .  T h i s  

may seem l i k e  a n  e x t e n s i v e  p e r i o d ,  b u t  i t  was a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  b r i e f e r  p e r i o d  ' 

t h a n  t h e  f o r t y  t o  f i f t y  y e a r s  of u s e  of t h e  n i n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

Readers,  and t h e  twenty  y e a r s  o f  t h e  H i ~ h r o a d s  t o  Readinq series. 

None the less ,  few s u b s e q u e n t  r e a d i n g  series have proved a s  d u r a b l e  i n  a p p e a l  t o  

t e a c h e r s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  The Chant r e p o r t  p r o v i d e s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  

c r i t i c i s m  d a t i n g  back t o  t h e  e a r l y  1950s  of t h e i r  i d e o l o g i c a l  and l i t e r a r y  

c o n t e n t ,  t h e  Dick and J a n e  v a r i e t y  of r e a d e r s  r e t a i n e d  p o p u l a r i t y  among 

t e a c h e r s  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  1960s .  

But t h e s e  e m p i r i c a l l y  v e r i f i a b l e  f a c t o r s  a l o n e  c a n n o t  whol ly  a c c o u n t  f o r  

t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  model. The l e g i t i m a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l  of 

P r o g r e s s i v i s m  l a y  p r e c i s e l y  ~ i t h  its o s t e n s i b l y  n o n - i d e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r .  



For  t h e  p u b l i c  was a s s u r e d  c o n s t a n t l y  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  had t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  

of all c h i l d r e n  i n  mind and t h a t  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s  rere b e i n g  m a i n t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  

t h e  deployment of  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  p r a c t i c e s  w i t h o u t  t h e  l o s s  of 

e d u c a t i o n a l  e x c e l l e n c e .  The fo rmer  c o i n c i d e d  n i t h  t h e  e g a l i t a r i a d ,  d e m o c r a t i c  

g o a l s  of p o s t r a r  s o c i e t a l  development, r h i l e  t h e  l a t t e r  e n s u r e d  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  

and modern i ty  of t h e  sy s t em.  Moreover, t h r o u g h  t h e  amass ing  of psychomet r i c  

d a t a  on s c h o o l  achievement ,  t h e  Department n a s  c a p a b l e  of d e f u s i n g  c r i t i c i s m ,  

and drawing t e a c h e r s  i n t o  l i n e  n i t h  t h o s e  p e d a g o g i c a l  methods n h i c h  y i e l d e d  

c e n t r a l 1  y v e r i f i a b l e  r e s u l t s .  

The b a t t l e s  a b o u t  p r a c t i c e  by and l a r g e  c o u l d  be  r a g e d  i n  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  

n e u t r a l  terms: t h e  s t a t e d  puposes  of t h e  sys tem n e v e r  r e a l l y  came i n t o  

q u e s t i o n ,  f o r  c e r t a i n l y  even t h e  S p u t n i k - e r a  c r i t i c s  o f  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  i n  

j u r i s d i c t i o n s  l i k e  B r i t i s h  Columbia - w h i l e  c r i t i c a l  of  s e c u l a r  a m o r a l i t y  and 

. rumored p e r m i s s i v e n e s s  - c o u l d  n o t  f a u l t  " s c i e n t i f i c "  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  

R a t h e r  t h e  d e b a t e  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  most e f f i c a c i o u s  methods t o  be  used. The 

s u c c e s s f u l  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  a  phon ics  emphasis  waged by Depar tmenta l  o f f i c i a l s  
L 

and l o c a l  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t o r s  u n d e r l i n e s  t h e  en t renchment  o f  r e i g n i n g  

pedagog ica l  p r a c t i c e  based on s h a r e d  p a r a d i g m a t i c  a s s u m p t i o n s  d e r i v e d  from 

l o n g - s t a n d i n g  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s .  Accordingly ,  r e a d i n g  e x p e r t s  l i k e  Gray, 

Dickie ,  and l a t e r  R u s s e l l  and B i r k e t t  c o u l d  s i m p l y  a d d r e s s  t h e  p o p u l i s t  

p h o n i c s  i s s u e  - whether  i t  had been r a i s e d  by a  Rudolf  F l e s c h  o r  a  'Royal 

Commission - and p roceed  t o  co-opt  it, c i t i n g  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  f o r  t h e  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of  a n  e c l e c t i c  method. 

The s t a y i n g  power of  t h e  pos twar  model of l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e n ,  l a y  

i n  i t s  embrace of  s c i e n c e  and its promise  of e g a l i t a r i a n  r e s u l t s .  The 

r e s u l t a n t  ( i d e o l o g i c a l )  approach  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  l i t e r a t e  



c u l t u r e  n a s  s e l f - l e g i t i m a t i n g ,  and i ts  p u r p o r t e d  n e u t r a l i t y  e n a b l e d  i t  t o  

d e f l e c t ,  o r  a p p a r e n t l y  i g n o r e  c r i t i c i s m  w i t h i n  a  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e  

c e n t e r e d  on  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p r o g r e s s  and c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  

v e r y  n e u t r a l i t y  p r e c l u d e d  i t  from a d d r e s s i n g  r e c u r r e n t  c r i t i q u e s  o f  i ts  o v e r t  

i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t :  tihe decade - long  c a l l s  f o r  Canad ian  n a t i o n a l i s m  and t h e  

p e r s i s t e n t  a t t a c k s  on its l a c k  o f  moral  and l i t e r a r y  q u a l i t y .  Fu r the rmore ,  a s  

n o t e d  i n  t h e  Chan t  Repor t ,  even  s u b s e q u e n t  a t t e m p t s  by D i c k i e  and  o t h e r s  t o  

a d d r e s s  t h e  problem o f  n a t i o n a l  c o n t e n t  and l i t e r a r y  v a l u e  n e r e  l o o k e d  upon by 

t e a c h e r s ,  s c h o l a r s  i n  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s ,  and e v e n  p u b l i s h e r s  w i t h  a  good d e a l  o f  

s k e p t i c i s m .  

These  cr i t ic isms - of o v e r t  i d e o l o g i c a l  b i a s ,  o f  l i t e r a r y  p o v e r t y ,  o f  

U.S. i n f l u e n c e  - r ema in  today .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  p e r s i s t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  

r e t e n t i o n  i n  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e  of s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  p o s t w a r  p r a c t i c e  i n  

t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g  and l a n g u a g e  a r t s :  b a s a l  r e a d i n g  series n i t h  emphases  

on s k i l l s  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o e x i s t  n i t h  a  c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  stress on  t h e m a t i c  and  

i n t e g r a t e d  t e a c h i n g  and Monday-through-Friday s p e l l i n g  lists. S t a n d a r d i z e d  
C 

r e a d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t  tests rema in  t h e  benchmark o f  t h e  e a r l y  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  

l i t e r a c y .  R e c a l l i n g  H e a t h ' s  comments t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  l i t e r a c y  and 

l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  h a s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e ,  i t  i s  n i t h  a  

s p e c u l a t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

h i s t o r i c a l  ensemble  of p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  c o n c l u d e s .  

6. 2. I m p l i c a t i o n s  

E d u c a t i o n  may well be, a s  o f  r i g h t ,  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t  whereby e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l ,  i n  a  
s o c i e t y  l i k e  o u r  own, c a n  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  any  
k i n d  of' d i s c o u r s e .  But  re re11 know t h a t  ... 
e v e r y  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  is a  p o l i t i c a l  means 
o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  o r  of m o d i f y i n g  t h e  



a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  d i s c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e  knowledge 
and pouers  i t  c a r r i e s  w i t h  it. ... What is a n  
e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i f  n o t  a 
r i t u a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  word; i f  n o t  a 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of some f i x i n g  o f  roles f o r  
speakers ;  if n o t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of  a 
( d i f f u s e )  d o c t r i n a l  group; i f  n o t  a 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  and a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of  d i s c o u r s e ,  
wi th  a l l  i ts  l e a r n i n g  and i ts  powers? 

n i c h e 1  F o u c a u l t ,  
"The D i s c o u r s e  on Language" ( 1972, p. 227) 

Postwar  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  e n t a i l e d  a  s y s t e m a t i c  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of d i s c o u r s e  and competence a t  d i s c u r s i v e  

p r a c t i c e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of c h i l d r e n .  T h i s  i n  i t se l f  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  mode of  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n t o  a  "whole body of p r a c t i c e s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s " ,  a n  " o r d i n a r y  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of man and h i s  r o r l d "  ( Ail l i ams ,  1976, p. 205) .  I n  e f f e c t ,  

i n t e r p r e t i v e  communi t ies  were c o n s t i t u t e d  by p a r t i c u l a r  p e d a g o g i c a l  p r a c t i c e s .  

BY t r a c i n g  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  on and of l i t e r a c y  t e a c h i n g ,  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  s t u d y  

d e p i c t e d  t h e  complex h i s t o r i c a l  l i n k a g e s  between t h e  c o n t e x t s  of  t e x t  

g e n e r a t i o n ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and c o n t e n t  of t h e  t e x t s  themse lves ,  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n t e x t s  of r e a d e r s h i p .  Yet t o  c l a i m  t h a t  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  6 

is " i d e o l o g i c a l "  is t o  imply a  v a l u e  judgement on its r o l e  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of 

t h e  l i t e r a t e ,  and on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of b o t h  t h a t  pedagogy and its s u b j e c t  t o  

t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  n i t h i d  n h i c h  b o t h  e x i s t .  

The b a s a l  r e a d e r s  of t h e  1950s  s t o o d  n o t  s i m p l y  t o  t r a n s m i t  i d e o l o g i c a l  

c o n t e n t  b u t  a s  w e l l  t o  convey and r e i n f o r c e  c e r t a i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  schemata  f o r  

human i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y :  p a t t e r n s  of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  g e n d e r  and r a c e  

r e l a t i o n s ,  h y p o t h e s i s  f o r m a t i o n  and problem s o l v i n g ,  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  of  t h e  

n a t u r a l  and s o c i a l  world,  and s o  f o r t h .  Not i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a  schema f o r  

" l i t e r a c y "  Ras conveyed: c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  Rhat was t o  c o u n t  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  



" read ing" ,  " r e a d e r  r e sponse" ,  and " w r i t i n g "  and, f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  what was t o  

c o u n t  a s  a  q u a l i t y  o r  i n t e r e s t i n g  " t e x t " .  Reading is a  ru le-governed and 

boundar ied  p r o c e s s ,  and t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of l i t e r a t u r e  and i ts r e c e p t i o n  r e l i e s  

on t h e  e x i s t e n c e  and p o s s e s s i o n  of s h a r e d  codes .  I f ,  a s  Eco i n s i s t s ,  

" c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of t h e  s i g n  a r e  s o c i a l l y  determined" ,  t h e n  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  i ts  r e c e p t i o n  a l s o  a r e  s t i p u l a t e d  and l e a r n e d :  one must c r a c k  

t h e  code  of  l i t e r a c y ,  and w i t h i n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  " l i t e r a c y  e v e n t s "  t h i s  l e a r n i n g  

o c c u r s  r i t h i n  a n  e q u a l l y  i d e o l o g i c a l  code of pedagogy. 

I n s o f a r  a s  a l l  s c h o o l  t e x t s  a r e  modes of t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  s y s t e m a t i c  body 

of i d e a s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  v a l u e s  and competences, t h e y  c o u l d  be s a i d  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  

a  means of  i d e o l o g i c a l  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  i n  a c t i o n .  

However a l l  e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  p e d a g o g i c a l l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t e x t s  need n o t  be 

' b i a s e d '  t h r o u g h  and through.  The r e a d i n g  of open a n d / o r  c l o s e d  t e x t s  i n  a n  

i n s t r u c t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  n h i c h  e n c o u r a g e s  d i v e r s i t y  o f  r e s p o n s e  d o e s  n o t  e n t a i l  

t h i s  k ind  of  i m p o s i t i o n  of  meanings: t e x t s  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  e v e n t s  c a n  

g e n e r a t e  u n a n t i c i p a t e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  t h e  p u r s u i t  of  t e x t  s e m a n t i c s  by 

engaged and a c t i v e  r e a d e r s .  Then a s  now, some g i v e n  pedagogic  s e t t i n g s  

c u l t i v a t e d  c r i t i c i s m  and encouraged r e a d e r s  t o  u s e  t h e i r  background knonledge 

t o  i n t e r p r e t  t e x t s .  Hence t h e  f o r e g o i n g  s t u d y  h a s  n o t  been premised on a 

narrow i d e o l o g i c a l ,  t e x t u a l ,  o r  pedagog ica l  de te rmin i sm which assumes t h a t  

such  t e x t s  were t a u g h t  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  of a l l  o t h e r s  i n  one  pedagog ica l  mode. 

I n  e v e r y  h i s t o r i c a l  e r a ,  t e a c h e r s  have encouraged i n d e p e n d e n t  s e l e c t i o n  and 

autonomous i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t e x t s .  And y e t  i n  t h e  e r a  examined t h e  q u a l i t y  

of l i t e r a c y  l e a r n i n g  and of l e a r n e d  l i t e r a c y  was c o n s t r a i n e d  and d e l i m i t e d  by 

o f f i c i a l  norms f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  l i t e r a c y  documented here .  

J u s t  a s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  c o d e s  f o r  w r i t i n g ,  r e a d i n g / r e n r i t i n g  t e x t  a r e  



s o c i a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  not  i n  any way i n n a t e  o r  n a t u r a l  

( HcHoul, 19821, s o  t o o  a r e  t h e  codes  of pedagogical  s c i e n c e  and p r a c t i c e  which 

s t a n d  t o  make and remake t h e  " l i t e r a t e "  i n  any h i s t o r i c a l  e r a .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  

w i t h  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  dominance of e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  by t h e  d i s c o u r s e  

of  a p p l i e d  psychology,  Gray, and o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s c i e n t i s t s  c l a imed  t h a t  

t h e y  merely  were making t e x t u a l  and pedagogical  p r a c t i c e s  on t h e  b a s i s  of  

e m p i r i c a l  s t u d y  of  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of l i t e r a c y ,  t h a t  t h e y  were p r o c e e d i n g  from 

' t r u t h s '  based on o b s e r v a t i o n  of t h a t  nhich nas  i n  t h e  world ( e. 9. , r e a d i n g  

t e x t ,  t h e  l i t e r a t e ) .  The r e s u l t a n t  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  of t e x t s  and 

pedagog ica l  p r a c t i c e s  i n  f a c t -  c a s t  t h e  a s p i r i n g  l i t e r a t e  i n t o  a  f i n i t e  r a n g e  

of r o l e s  and c a t e g o r i e s ,  from p l a y f u l  mischievous  w h i t e  male c h i l d  ' i n  t h e  

community, t o  ou tdoorsy ,  t e n a c i o u s  Canadian youth, t o  "s low l e a r n e r "  from a  

"poor  home environment"  i n  t h e  c lassroom.  The t e a c h e r  of  l i t e r a c y  l i k e w i s e  

was r e i n v e n t e d  a s  t h e  unb iased  e m p i r i c a l  o b s e r v e r ,  t h e  o p e r a t o r  of  S c i e n t i f i c  

machinery,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  obse rved  worker, and t h e  humane c o l l a b o r a t i v e  

l o v e r  of c h i l d r e n .  

Consequent ly ,  i n  compar i son  w i t h  o t h e r  t e x t s ,  p e d a g o g i c a l  t e x t s  a r e  more . 
d e l i b e r a t e  by d e g r e e  i n  t h e  k i n d s  of c o g n i t i v e  and b e h a v i o r a l  r e s p o n s e s  t h e y  

mean t o  e x a c t .  Pedagog ica l  t e x t s  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of l i t e r a c y  a r e  a  

s p e c i a l  c a s e  of  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of p a r a d i g m a t i c  knowledges and competences.  F o r  

t h e  s e r i a l l y  d i s c l o s e d  meanings and r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between meanings a r e  i n d e e d  

t h e r e  t o  t e a c h  n o t  o n l y  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t  ( s e l e c t e d  v a l u e s ,  i d e a s  and 

meanings) b u t  a l s o  t e a c h  a t t i t u d e s  towards ,  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  a b o u t  and 

p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c o n t e n d i n g  w i t h  f u t u r e  t e x t s  ( s e l e c t e d  l i t e r a t e  competences  and 

" s k i l l s " ) .  Regard ing  t h e  l a t t e r  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  l i t e r a c y  t ex tbook ,  r e c a l l  

t h a t  Gray h e l d  what one  r e a d  i n  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  m a t t e r  l e s s  t h a n  



hon one  l e a r n e d  t o  r ead .  Defende r s  p a s t  and  p r e s e n t  o f  t e c h n i o a l  approaoh.8 

t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  r e a d i n g  have  argued,  and c o n t i n u e  t o  a r g u e ,  t h a t  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  r eg ime  one  l e a r n s  t o  read u n d e r  d o e 8  n o t  u l t i m a l m l y  

i n f l u e n c e  t h e  n a t u r e  o r  c h a r a c t e r  of one' s l i t e r a c y  ( e. g. , C h a l l ,  1967). And 

i n  p a s s i n g ,  i t  is wor th  n o t i n g  t h a t  c o g n i t i v e ,  ~ s ~ c h o l i n g u i s t i c  and  l i t e r a r y  

t h e o r i e s  of i n t e r t e x t u a l i t y  p re suppose  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  a g i v e n  t e x t  

e n t a i l s  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  i n v o c a t i o n  of p r i o r  r e a d i n g s  of  t e x t .  The c o n s t i t u t i v e  

e f f e c t  o f  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y  l e a r n i n g  on o n e ' s  m a t u r e  l i t e r a t e  t a s t e s  and  

competence  t h e r e f o r e  seems s e l f - e v i d e n t  and u n d e n i a b l e .  

R e c o g n i t i o n  of  t h i s  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  l i t e r a c y  t e x t b o o k s  i n  making t h e  

l i t e r a t e  d o e s  n o t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  l i t e r a r y  t e x t s  ( e .  g . ,  n o v e l s ,  p o e t r y )  and 

f u n c t i o n a l  t e x t s  ( e .  g. ,  a p p l i c a t i o n  forms,  n e n s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s )  d o  n o t  a l s o  

f u n c t i o n  o n  t h e s e  d u a l  d i d a c t i c  l e v e l s :  i n d e e d  t h e y  t o o  ~ 0 m m ~ n i ~ a t e  messages ,  

refer  t o  t h e  wor ld  and p r e s c r i b e ,  i n  t h e i r  t e x t u a l  form, t h e  c o d e s  and  

c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  own r e c e p t i o n  and t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  s u b s e q u e n t  l i k e  and  

u n l i k e  t e x t s .  E f f e c t i v e  n r i t i n g  of a l l  t y p e s  is  r h e t o r i c a l ,  s e t t i n g  o u t  t o  

a c h i e v e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  p u r p o s e s  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f f ec t s  i n  t h e  r e a d e r .  

But  t e x t s  g e a r e d  f o r  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  compe tence  n i t h  t e x t  s e r v e  a  

P a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  f u n c t i o n :  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  and  s e l e c t i v e  

a l l 0 ~ a t i 0 n  o f  a  compe tence  g h i c h  i n  modern H e s t e r n  c u l t u r e s  h a s  been  

a s s o c i a t e d ,  if n o t  a l n a y s  d i r e c t 1  y  c o n n e c t e d ,  w i  t h  c u l t u r a l ,  economic  and 

p o l i t i c a l  power ( G r a f f ,  1 9 8 6 ) .  And, a  good d e a l  o f  modern and h i s t o r i c a l  

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  a s s u r e s  us ,  t h e r e  is a n  i n e x t r i c a b l e  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween 

compe tence  w i t h  t e x t  - however c o n s t r u e d  and measured  - t o t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  

a c h i e v e m e n t ,  and  u l t i m a t e l y ,  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  and  economic  a t t a i n m e n t  ( e . g . ,  

H u n t e r  and  Harman, 1 9 7 9 ) .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o b l e m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  



b e t r e e n  l i t e r a c y  and c o g n i t i v e  development, between l i t e r a c y  and i n d i v i d u a l  

and n a t i o n a l  economic d e s t i n y ,  t h e  i d e e  r e c u e  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  d e f i n e d ,  

t r a n s m i t t e d  and v e r i f i e d  l i t e r a c y  i s  somehor d i r e c t l y  l i n k e d  n i t h  c o g n i t i v e  

p r o n e s s  and s o c i o c u l t u r a l  power makes t h e  k i n d s  of competence engendered i n  

l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  p i v o t a l  f o r  t h e  a s p i r i n g  l i t e r a t e .  

I t  g o e s  w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  t h a t  any and a l l  a p p r a i s a l s  of  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  of l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n  must r e f l e c t ,  even i f  i m p l i c i t l y ,  

a  p o s i t i v e  t h e s i s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  and i n d i v i d u a l  poner  of 

l i t e r a c y .  Moreover, a s  no ted  a t  t h e  o n s e t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  c u r r e n t  and 

h i s t o r i c a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  of l i t e r a t e  competence and of  t h e  o p t i m a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

f o r  i ts  achievement  a r e  based upon c o n c u r r e n t  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  

normat ive  p u r p o s e s  of  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  s o c i a l  and c o g n i t i v e  development.  Shared,  

honever,  by a  r a n g e  of t h e o r i e s  of l i t e r a c y  a r e  t h e  n o t i o n s  t h a t  t e x t  h a s  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  t o  p r o v i d e  c o g n i t i v e  and c u l t u r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  r e a d e r s  and t h a t  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  c a n  e n t a i l  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  r e a d e r .  

Presupposed i n  a  r a n g e  of a c c o u n t s  of l i t e r a t e  development,  i s  a b e l i e f  i n  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  of  t h e  t e x t  as a  v e h i c l e  of i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  development,  

whereby t h e  r e a d e r  is a b l e  ( a t  l e a s t  p o t e n t i a l l y  and i d e a l l y )  t o  u s e  t e x t  

a c t i v e l y  t o  make meaning, and by means of r h i c h  a u t h o r s  a r e  a b l e  ( a t  l e a s t  

p o t e n t i a l l y  and i d e a l l y )  t o  c o n s t r u c t  complex t e x t s  r h i c h  i n v i t e  

interprets t i o n .  

I t  is n o n e t h e l e s s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  and 

e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  of  p o s t n a r  mass l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  n i t h o u t  r e c o u r s e  t o  any 

p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i v e  t h e s i s  on t h e  "emancipatory"  c h a r a c t e r  of  l i t e r a c y .  

C e r t a i n l y  r e a d i n g  t e x t  and l e a r n i n g  t o  r e a d  t e x t  c a n  be a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  

c o n s t r a i n e d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and t e x t u a l  s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e  c a n  p r e c l u d e  t h e  



p r e s e n t a t i o n  and apprehens ion  of m u l t i p l e  p o s s i b l e  r o r l d s .  C e r t a i n  t e x t s  - 
th rough  overcod ing ,  redundancy, and r e p e t i t i o n  - do n o t  s e r v e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

end of "schema e l a b o r a t i o n " ,  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  which e n t a i l s  t h e  i n t e r a c t i v e  

e x t e n s i o n  of  p r e v i o u s l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  knonledges and u n d e r s t a n d i n g s .  Closed 

t e x t s  c o n s t r a i n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  of l i t e r a c y  t h r o u g h  a n  e x t e n s i v e  

i d e o l o g i c a l  d e n o t a t i o n  bo th  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  s e n t e n c e  and t h e  t e x t  grammar. 

Readers  a r e  r e n d e r e d  consumers r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a r n e r s ,  and h a b i t u a l  e n c o u n t e r s  

n i t h  t h e  c l o s e d  t e x t  may c r e a t e  f u r t h e r  dependency: 

Each of  t h e s e  s o c i a l  t y p e s ,  t h e  inmate,  t h e  s p e c t a t o r ,  t h e  human 
commodity and t h e  d i v i d e d  s u b j e c t ,  h a s  a  d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n  t o  
knowledge. Each is a d a p t e d  t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  t e x t .  To t h e  v e t e r a n  
inmate ,  knonledge c a n  o n l y  be r e a d  a s  a  command. The h a b i t  of 
a c q u i e s c e n c e  t o  i n s t r u c t i o n  g e n e r a l i z e s  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and t h e  
i n m a t e ' s  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  asylum ( n h e t h e r  menta l  h o s p i t a l ,  s c h o o l  
o r  s o c i e t y ) ,  is o r g a n i z e d  i n  mays t h a t  accommodate t h a t  need. The 
b u r e a u c r a t i c  announcement/memo is t h e  form of t h e  c l o s e d  t e x t  t o  
nh ich  t h e  inmate  is  accustomed. The s p e c t a t o r  a n a i t s  e ~ c i t e m e n t .  
( H e x l e r ,  1982, p. 293) 

How might  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  " r o l e  of t h e  r e a d e r "  i n f l u e n c e  i n d i v i d u a l s '  

e d u c a t i o n a l  development? R. C. Anderson (1977)  a r g u e s  t h a t  change and growth 

i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s c h e m a t i c  r e p e r t o i r e  a r e  l i n k e d  t o  enhancement of t h e  
C 

l a r g e r  c u l t u r e ' s  " i n t e r p r e t i v e  schemes", i ts  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  a s sumpt ions  

s u t u r e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  d a i l y  p e r c e p t i o n  i n t o  a  "Zeitqeist". He c l a i m s  t h a t  t h a t  

" d i a l e c t i c "  i n s t r u c t i o n  - e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  S o c r a t i c  d i a l o g u e  - c a n  " c a u s e  a  

Pe rson  t o  modif Y a  u o r l d  v i e r ,  i d e o l o g y  o r  t h e o r y "  ( p. 425; c f .  F r e i r e ,  1973) .  

S t u d e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  p o s s e s s  and e x p r e s s  d i s t i n c t  and o f t e n  d i v e r g e n t  

schemata ,  v a r y i n g  k i n d s  and l e v e l s  of background knowledge b r o u g h t  t o  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i t e r a c y  e v e n t s .  The r e s u l t a n t  p e d a g o g i c a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  

Anderson m a i n t a i n s ,  c a n  maximize "schema change" when i t  s h o u s  t h a t  t h e  

p e r s o n ' s  " d i f f i c u l t y "  is r e s o l v e d  b e s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of a  nen, o r  

d i f f e r e n t  schema, o r  e x t e n s i o n  ( t h a t  is, n e g a t i o n )  of  a  p r e v i o u s l y  h e l d  



schema. 

So seen,  growth and c o g n i t i v e  development f o r  Anderson c o n s t i t u t e  a  

" d i a l e c t i c a l "  p r o c e s s ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  and expansion,  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  and c r i t i c i s m  of schemata.  Anderson a d m i t s  t h a t  h i s  is  a  

r e l a t i v i s t  p o s i t i o n :  he views s o c i a l  change a s  change i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  

schemata,  n i t h  l i t t l e  commentary on m a t e r i a l  o r  economic c o n d i t i o n s .  But he 

m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n d s  a r e  n o t  s e r v e d  by p e d a g o g i c a l  t e c h n i q u e s  which 

engender  "schema a s s i m i l a t i o n " :  t h e  u n c r i t i c a l  a c c e p t a n c e  of schemata,  and t h e  

h a b i t u a l  usage  of  c o n v e n t i o n a l  schemata  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  and r a t i o n a l i z e  e v e r y  

n e r  t e x t ,  e x p e r i e n c e  and h i s t o r i c a l  phenomena ( c f .  Kuhn, 1  963) .  

T h i s  p o s i t i v e  t h e s i s  on t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  of t e x t u a l  schemata  i n  

e d u c a t i o n  p a r a l l e l s  E c o ' s  n o t i o n  o f  open and c l o s e d  r e a d e r s h i p .  E c o ' s  work 

i m p l i e s  t h a t  n o t  a l l  t e x t s  a r e  monological  t r a n m i s s i o n s ,  demanding l i t t l e  more 

t h a n  p a t t e r n  r e c o g n i t i o n  and acknowledgement by t h e  hungry r e a d e r .  T h i s  is 

n o t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t e x t s  Which a r e  ambiguous a r e  v i r t u o u s  and "non-violent" ,  

f o r  a s  McLuhan (1962)  and Olson (1977)  remind us, t e x t u a l  l a n g u a g e  i s  "h igh  . 
d e f i n i t i o n "  - i t  is b i a s e d  towards  e x p l i c i t n e s s ,  p r o v i d i n g  i ts  own c o n t e x t  f o r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  So r e a d  t h i s  n o t  a s  a  v i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  vague and a  

condemnation of  t h e  t e x t u a l  e x p l i c i t n e s s .  Some t e x t s  a r e  e x p l i c i t  b u t  by t h e  

v e r y  i l l o c u t i o n a r y  f o r c e  of  t h a t  e x p l i c i t n e s s  g e n e r a t e  a  r a n g e  of p o s s i b l e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  

A s  a n  i d e a l  t y p e ,  t h e  open t e x t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  g e n e r a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  

its own unexpec ted  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  H h i l e  presuming c o m p a t i t i b i l i t y  b e t r e e n  

t h e  a u t h o r ' s  and r e a d e r ' s  i n t e r p r e t i v e  codes ,  i t  expands  and d e v e l o p s  t h a t  

s c h e m a t i c  knowledge which t h e  r e a d e r  b r i n g s  t o  t h e  t e x t ,  t h e n  e x p r e s s i n g  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of  open s c h e m a t i c  p a t t e r n s .  I n  t h i s  manner, 



i t  n o t  o n l y  e x p r e s s e s  n o v e l t y  b u t  r e l i e s  on t h a t  n o v e l t y  t o  engage tho  reader. 

T h i s  ' openness '  t a k e s  t h e  form of c r e a t i v e  s y n t a c t i c  s e m a n t i c  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  The unique use  of l e x i c o n  and s y n t a x ,  of l a n g u a g e  a t  th8 

l e v e l  of t h e  s e n t e n c e  may c o n t r i b u t e  t o  nove l ty .  The i n n o v a t i v e  u s e  of 

commonly knorn and used l e x i s ,  o r  t h e  c ~ n s t r ~ ~ t i d n  of nen l e x i s  c h a r a c t e r i a e ,  

f o r  example, Roald Dahl' s r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t r a d i t i o n a l  f a i r y  t a l e s .  

Readers  a l s o  e n c o u n t e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p t  c o n t e x t u a l  u s e s  of  common grammatical  

s t r u c t u r e s  and t h e  n h o l e s a l e  i n v e n t i o n / d e s t r u c t i o n  of  o t h e r s .  Even i f  r e a d e r s  

l i m i t  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  n o v e l t y  t o  t h e  l e v e l  of  t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  t h e s e  t e x t s  

c h a l l e n g e  and d i a l e c t i c a l l y  t h r e a t e n  e x i s t i n g  c o d e s  and t a k e n - f o r - g r a n t e d  

a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t e x t  and abou t  t h e  nor ld .  T h i s  is, a f t e r  a l l  one  of t h e  

Powers of  l i t e r a t u r e :  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  g e n e r a t e  n o v e l t y  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of b o t h  

t e x t u a l  micro- and m a c r o s t r u c t u r e .  

Con t rapose  a g a i n s t  t h i s  r e a d e r s h i p  engendered by t h e  s t o r y  schemata  of  

b a s a l  series o r  t h e  p a s s a g e s  from I a n  Fleming n o t e d  by Eco, n h e r e  t h e  a u t h o r s  

aDDear t o  be p r o v i d i n g  new' o r  ' novel '  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  i n  f a c t  m e c h a n i c a l l y  
L 

r e - i n s t a n t i a t e  a n  a l r e a d y  knonn schema. Dick n e e d s  he lp ;  g o e s  t o  F a t h e r ;  

S a l l y  needs  he lp ;  g o e s  t o  F a t h e r .  Bond r a l k s  i n t o  a  room, Bond s p o t s  

c i g a r e t t e  a s h e s ,  Bond n o t i c e s  noman's j e n e l r y .  Though t h e  d e t a i l s  may be 

d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e  s c r i p t  - t h e  i d e a t i o n a l  s c a f f o l d  of t h e  t y p i c a l  00.7, o r  t h e  

t y p i c a l  n i d d l e t o n n  p o s s i b l e  world and p o s s i b l e  p l o t  - remains  t h e  same. The 

r e a d e r  is  a s k e d  by t h e  t e x t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  and s l o t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n t o  a n  a l r e a d y  

h i g h  d e f i n i t i o n  schema. 

But a r e  ne t o  su rmise ,  a s  Anderson does,  t h a t  phenomena l i k e  d i d a c t i c  

t e a c h i n g  and c l o s e d  t e x t b o o k s  a r e  s imply  t h e  r e s u l t  of  i l l - i n f o r m e d  t e a c h e r s  

and u n e n l i g h t e n e d  t e x t b o o k  a u t h o r s ?  Uhat of  t h e  mass c u l t u r a l  c a u s e s ,  



c o n c o m i t a n t s  and e f f e c t s  of  t h i s  k ind  of l i t e r a c y ?  

Regarding t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h i s  pedagogical  and l i t e r a r y  s t r u c t u r i n g  of 

r e a l i t y  and competence and i ts  d e g r e e  of f i t  w i t h  p o s t n a r  s o c i e t y ,  l e t  u s  

c o n s i d e r  E c o ' s  p a r a l l e l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  " f e u i l l e t o n " .  A s  

consumer o b j e c t s ,  c l o s e d  t e x t s  f o l l o n  t h e  "codes  of t h e  heavy i n d u s t r y  of  

dreams i n  a  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y " .  O f f e r i n g  n e i t h e r  s u b t l e  hypo theses ,  n o r  

m u l t i f a c e t e d  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s ,  n o r  h i g h l y  p r o b l e m a t i c  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  

c l o s e d  t e x t  s imply  r e i n f o r c e s  e x i s t i n g  b e l i e f s :  

The f e u i l l e t o n ,  founded on t h e  t r iumph of i n f o r m a t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  p r e f e r r e d  f a r e  of  a  s o c i e t y  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  t h e  m i d s t  of  messages 
loaded  n i t h  redundance;  t h e  s e n s e  of t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  norms of 
a s s o c i a t i v e  l i v i n g ,  moral p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e  v a l i d  r u l e s  of p r o p e r  
comportment i n  t h e  env i ronment  of e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b a u r g e o i s  
s o c i e t y ,  of  t h e  t y p i c a l  p u b l i c  rrhich r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  consumers of  t h e  
f e u i l l e t o n  - . a l l  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  sys tem of  f o r e s e e a b l e  
communication t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  sys tem prov ided  f o r  its members and 
a l lowed  l i f e  t o  f l o w  smoothly  w i t h o u t  unexpected j o l t s  and n i t h o u t  
u p s e t s  i n  i ts  s o c i a l  system. ( 1979, p. 121 

Even g i v e n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  p ragmat ic  o r  p e d a g o g i c a l  a c c i d e n t s  

r e s u l t i n g  from a c t i v e ,  thouqh u n i n v i t e d  m e d i a t i o n  by r e a d e r  o r  t e a c h e r ,  c l o s e d  

t e x t s ,  t a u g h t  w i t h i n  h i g h l y  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  and rule-bound s o c i a l  c o n t e x t s  b e g e t  b 

p a s s i v e  consumption and a  hunger  f o r  redundance.  Where t h i s  is t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  

ve ry  t e a c h i n g  of  l i t e r a c y  becomes a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  a c t ,  n o t  a  message a b o u t  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  " f a l s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s "  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  a c t u a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h a t  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  

Yet t h i s  i s  n o t  a  s i m p l e  v i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  need t o  t e a c h  l i t e r a c y  

th rough  q u a l i t y  "open" l i t e r a t u r e ,  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  b u t  one  e lement  i n  t h e  

t o t a l  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  of  l i t e r a c y  i n s t r u c t i o n .  To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  complex 

i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t n e e n  l i t e r a c y ,  pedagogy and i d e o l o g y ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  and 

t e a c h e r s  need t o  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  t e x t  and t o  o f f i c i a l l y  s a n c t i o n e d  p a t t e r n s  of 



and c o n s t r a i n t s  upon c l a s s r o o m  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  a s  key  v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h e  

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  i d e o l o g i c a l  effects .  P r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  have  p e r h a p s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t o o  g r e a t l y  on  t e x t  

c o n t e n t  and  n o t  p a i d  s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  hon t e x t u a l  form and p e d a g o g i c a l  

c o n t e x t  i n  u n i s o n  c a n  b e g e t  n h a t  F r e i r e  c a l l s  a  "d i semponered"  competence.  

L i t e r a l l y  n h a t  is s a i d  i n  a  t e x t  i s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e .  But  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  h a s  

c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  hon and u n d e r  n h a t  a s s u m p t i o n s  i t  is  made ( t h e  s o c i a l  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  k n o n l e d g e ) ,  hon i t  i s  s a i d  ( t h e  s e m a n t i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

t h e  t e x t )  and  how i t  is t a u g h t  ( t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  r e c e p t i o n )  a s  

i n t e r l o c k i n g  p a r t s  n h i c h  t o g e t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s e l e c t i v e  t r a d i t i o n .  

From t h i s ,  re s h o u l d  n o t  h a s t i l y  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  p u t a t i v e l y  " s c i e n t i f i c "  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  l i t e r a c y  a c q u i s i t i o n  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  

i n v a l i d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  pedagogy. On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  h a s  

a p p l i e d  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  p e r s p e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  

a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  t e x t s ,  r e n d e r i n g  i t se l f  a s  g u i l t y  a s  a n y  o f  t h e  s i n s  o f  

h e r m e n e u t i c  s c i e n c e . '  But  s e v e r a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  emerge. F o l l o n i n g  Habermas 

(19721,  i t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  a s c e n d a n c y  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  L 

s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  common s e n s e  is based  n o t  o n l y  

on e m p i r i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  c a n o n s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  v a l i d i t y  and t h e  l i k e .  The 

a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r i e s  i n  t e c h n i c a l / p r a c t i c a l  domains  l i k e  

e d u c a t i o n  are i d e o l o g i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s e l e c t i o n s .  The c a s e  h a s  been  made 

t h a t  p s y c h o m e t r i c s  i t se l f  is o n e  s u c h  d i s c o u r s e  ( Karier, 1976;  cf. Hacking,  

1981)  and t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  need  t o  examine  f u r t h e r  t h e  

i d e o l o g i c a l  and  economic g r o u n d s  f o r  paradigm s h i f t s  i n  r e a d i n g  r e s e a r c h  and 

o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  s c i e n c e s .  These  r ema in  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

b u t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  d i s c o u r s e s  u s e d  t o  



l e g i t i m a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  have been s e l e c t e d  f o r  o t h e r  t h a n  p u r e l y  

" e d u c a t i o n a l n  r e a s o n s ,  and have l e d  t o  s o c i o c u l t u r a l  consequences  u n f o r e s e e n  

by t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

I n  h i s  r e a d i n g  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of l i t e r a c y ,  Coulmas ( 1 9 8 3 )  a r g u e s  t h a t  

l i t e r a c y  n e c e s s a r i l y  e n t a i l s  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  of  l anguage ,  and by 

e x t e n s i o n ,  of  though t .  Indeed,  t e x t  i t s e l f  is a  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  of  t h e  spoken 

language,  and e d u c a t o r s  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  have been concerned  w i t h  t h e  norming 

of  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  c o r p u s  and t h e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of  t h a t  co rpus .  I n  t h e  19503, 

even i n  a  c o l o n i a l  o u t p o s t  l i k e  B r i t i s h  Columbia, s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  of  t h e  

q u a l i t y  of  l i t e r a t e  competence was occur ing ,  f i x i n g  t h e  r o l e s  of t h e  r e a d e r  

and w r i t e r .  T e x t s  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n e d  t o  r e a d  r i t h  were i d e o l o g i c a l l y  coded i n  

bo th  l i t e r a l  c o n t e n t  and l i n g u i s t i c  form; c o n d i t i o n s  of  r e a d e r s h i p  were 

s i m i l a r l y  d i c t a t e d  via t e x t .  Even w i t h o u t  p r e s u p p o s i n g  t h e  e f f i c a c y  of  t h i s  

system, i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  i d e o l o g i c a l  fo rms  of l i t e r a c y  and i d e o l o g i c a l  

a t t i t u d e s  towards  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  and v a l u e s  of l i t e r a c y  Rere engendered.  

A s  f o r  t h o s e  who grew up, succeeded  and f a i l e d  n i t h i n  t h e  machinery of 

t h e  r e a d i n g  group,  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  test  and t h e  meekly s p e l l i n g  t e s t :  most . 
complied w i l l i n g l y .  And t h o s e  who c o u l d  n o t  o r  d i d  no t ,  r e a d i l y  accoun ted  f o r  

by r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l o n e r  end o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g r i d  of  s p e c i f i c a t i o n ,  were 

d iagnosed  and t r e a t e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  For  a  g e n e r a t i o n  of Canadian s t u d e n t s ,  

s c h o o l  r e a d i n g  c o n s i s t e d  o f - h i g h l y  s t r u c t u r e d  e n c o u n t e r s  r i t h  Dick and Jane,  

P e t i t  J e a n  and Henr i ,  Roger and Dutchy. Though G r a y ' s  Curr iculum Founda t ion  

Series c e a s e d  t o  be used i n  t h e  l a t e  1960s  and e a r l y  1970s ,  Dick and J a n e  

remain i n  Canada - i n  t h e  l i t e r a t e  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  of  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t i v e  

community: t h e  pos twar  "baby boom" g e n e r a t i o n .  



6. 3. Notes 

1. The he rmeneu t i c  l i m i t a t i o n s  of psychological/linguistic a p p r o a c h e s  s u c h  a s  

s t o r y  grammar a n a l y s i s  a r e  obvious:  t h e  u n i t  of t e x t u a l  a n a l y s i s  d e f i n e s  t h e  

t e x t u a l  o b j e c t  of s tudy .  Any mode of t e x t u a l  a n a l y s i s  by d e f i n i t i o n  

p r e s p e c i f  i e s  t h e  p o s s i b i ' l i  t i e s  of  t h a t  a n a l y s i s .  I n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s t u d y  u n d e r l i n e s  t h e  need f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  on c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a d i n g  t e x t s  

nh ich  u s e s  o t h e r ,  more complex l i n g u i s t i c  models n h i c h  examine 

m a c r o p r o p o s i t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  ( e. g. , Van D i  jk and Kin t sch ,  1 9831,  and M a r x i s t  

and p o s t - s t r u c t u r a l i s t  l i t e r a r y  models n h i c h  stress t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  

of t e x t u a l  form ( c f .  Chr i s t i an -Smi  t h ,  i n  p r e s s ) .  
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Appendix A. PAGE FACSIMILES FROM SELECTED TEXTBOOKS 

A s  no ted  i n  C h a p t e r s  2  and 3, i n t e r -  and pos twar  p u b l i s h e r s  were 

d e v e l o p i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and a p p e a l i n g  page f o r m a t s  and 

i l l u s t r a t i o n s  f o r  b a s a l  t e x t b o o k s  s e r i e s .  The s a l e s  p o t e n t i a l  of s e r i e s  n a s  

dependen t  n o t  o n l y  on t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e p t u t a t i o n  of  t h e  a u t h o r s  and t h e  

q u a l i t y  of t h e  ' l i t e r a r y '  passages ,  b u t  a s  well on modern i ty  of i l l u s t r a t i o n s  

and g r a p h i c s ,  c l a r i t y  of  t y p e f a c e ,  and d u r a b i l i t y  of p a p e r  and c o v e r  

m a t e r i a l s .  

F i g u r e  A-1. is  a n  example from t h e  i n t e r w a r  Elson-Gray B a s i c  Readers  

( 1  930-1 936) , inc l 'uded i n  a n  e a r l y  v e r s i o n  of t h e  Cur r i cu lum Founda t ion  S e r i e s .  

I t  is set  i n  Cen tu ry  Schoolbook t y p e f a c e  f o r  enhanced c l a r i t y  and i t  f e a t u r e s  

i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  t w e l v e  b r i g h t  c o l o r s .  The number and q u a l i t y  of  t h e  c o l o r s ,  

and t h e  d e t a i l  and c o m p l e x i t y  of  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s  

c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  t h e  Elson-Gray series t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  were su r rounded  by 

b l a c k  l i n e  b o r d e r s  i n  most c a s e s .  

F i g u r e s  8-2. and 8-3. a r e  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  from t h e  l a t e r  Fun w i t h  Dick and . 
J a n e  t ex tbook ,  and r e f l e c t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  i m p o r t a n c e  of  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  b a s a l  - 
r e a d i n g  series. E. Campbell and K. Hard a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e s e  

i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  A s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  C h a p t e r  3, t h e  b l a c k  l i n e  b o r d e r s  have been 

removed, covey ing  a ' s e n s e  of  s p a c i o u s n e s s  and a c t i o n .  Note i n  F i g u r e  8-3 t h a t  

t h e  p i c t u r e  a c t u a l l y  r u n s  on t o  t h e  n e x t  page, r e n d e r i n g  a  s e n s e  of  c o n t i n u i t y  

t o  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  a c t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  t e x t .  Although n o t  shown i n  t h e s e  

f a c s i m i l e s ,  t h e  c o l o r s  i n  t h e s e  post-war v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  Dick and J a n e  series 

a r e  n o t  a s  b r i g h t  a s  t h o s e  i n  t h e  Elson-Gray Readers.  Grays, p a s t e l s ,  and 

n a t e r c o l o r  wash backgrounds  a r e  used th roughout .  



Billy 

Billy saw Happy. 

t t B ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ! "  said Happy. 

"1 want to run. 
I want to jump. 

I want to play." 
8 

Figure  A-1.: F a c s i m i l e  Pase  8 from t h e  Elson-Gray B a s i c  Reader 

Source: Elson,  H. H. , Gray, H. S. , 8 Runkel, L. E. ( 1930-1 9 3 6 ) .  Elson-Gray B a s i c  
Readers Primer. Nen York: S c o t t  Foresman. 





&%> .;.i - - 

The White Hen 

Dick went to the hen house. 

Spot and Puff went, too. 

" Oh! " said Dick. 

"Look at the eggs. 

Here are eggs for Grandmother." 

56 

Figure  8 -3 . :  F a c s i m i l e  Pase  56 from t h e  Gray-Arbuthnot S e r i e s  

Source: Gray, A. S. , and Arbuthnot, tl. H. ( 1 947) .  Fun r i  t h  Dick and Jane. Nen 
York: S c o t t  Foresman/Toronto: R. J. Gage. 



BY t h e  pos twar  p e r i o d ,  S c o t t  Foresman and Gage were a b l e  t o  s h o u l d e r  t h e  

major c o s t s  of  upgrad ing  t h e  Cur r i cu lum Founda t ion  Series. The q u a l i t y  of  t h e  

b i n d i n g  and heavy gauge p a p e r  a r e  e x c e l l e n t .  By c o n t r a s t ,  F i g u r e  A-4. 

e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  l o n e r  p r o d u c t i o n  s t a n d a r d s  a c h i e v e d  by s m a l l e r  p r e s s e s .  T h i s  

page from Cord t s '  I Can Read ( 1 9 5 3 )  series was i l l u s t r a t e d  by C. McKinley. 

Throughout t h e  s e r i e s  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  resemble  c a r t o o n  drawings ,  l a c k i n g  

d e t a i l  and r e f i n e m e n t .  

P u b l i s h e d  by a  minor p r e s s ,  t h e  Chicago-based Beckley Cardy Company, t h e  

t e x t  h a s  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  o n l y  two c o l o r s  ( g r e e n  and p i n k ) .  I n  o r d e r  t o  

f u r t h e r  keep  p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s  d o m ,  no more t h a n  o n e  c o l o r  a p p e a r s  on any 

g i v e n  page. These  l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed by economies  of  s c a l e  p r e v e n t e d  many 

s m a l l e r  p r e s s e s  from e n t e r i n g  t h e  l u c r a t i v e  b a s a l  t e x t b o o k  market. 

The s t i c k  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  midd le  of  t h e  page a r e  used  t o  s p e c i f y  

d i a c r i t i c a l  marks f o r  p h o n i c s  t r a i n i n g ,  and, a s  n o t e d  i n  C h a p t e r  4, Cord t s '  

series emphasized d e c o d i n g  and t h e r e b y  deemphasized n a r r a t i v e .  



Your Cues 

What did Goldilocks sit on? 

- \ m .  

W&&& She sat on the bags. LP - 

She sat on the sind. i i \  11'' 
She sat on the goat. 

- She sat on the ball. 

She sat on the chair. 

F i g u r e  A-4. : F a c s i m i l e  P a s e  15  f rorn t h e  C o r d t s  S e r i e s  

Source:  Cordts ,  A .  ( 1 9 5 3 ) .  I Can Read. Chicago:  B e c k l e y  Cardy. 



Appendix B. STUDENT PROGRESS CHART FACSIMILES 

Goody and H a t t  (1969;  see Chap. 1 )  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e  t echno logy  of 

l i t e r a c y  e n a b l e d  t h e  k e e p i n g  of  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s ,  t h e  w r i t i n g  down of laws,  and, 

by e x t e n s i o n ,  more e x t e n s i v e  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y  p o s s i b l e .  

S y s t e m a t i c  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  a l s o  e n a b l e d  t h e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and m o n i t o r i n g  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  schoo l .  Hacking ( 1981, p. 25; s e e  Chap. 

6 )  h a s  commented t h a t  " t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  of s t a t i s t i c s  imposes  n o t  j u s t  by 

c r e a t i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r u l i n g s  b u t  by d e t e r m i n i n g  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  

which peop le  must t h i n k  of t h e m s e l v e s  and of t h e i r  a c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  open t o  

them". 

A s  no ted  i n  Chap. 5, Conway c o n s t r u c t e d  a b u r e a u c r a c y  f o r  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  

development of  l i t e r a c y  which r e l i e d  on t e s t i n g  and r e c o r d  keeping.  The 

D i v i s i o n  of T e s t s ,  S t a n d a r d s  and Resea rch  p rov ided  a "Supplementary  r e c o r d  of  

achievement  tests" ( B r i t i s h  Columbia Department o f  Educa t ion ,  1955; see Chap. 

5) a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  "Permanent r e c o r d  ca rd"  k e p t  on e a c h  s t u d e n t .  I n  t h i s  s e t  

of  g u i d e l i n e s ,  Conway s p e c i f i e d  how s t a n d a r d i z e d  t es t  s c o r e s  were t o  be  

r e c o r d e d  and e x p l i c a t e d  how t e a c h e r s  mere t o  u s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p rov ided  by t h e  

D i v i s i o n  on "norms", " B. C. medians", " g r a d e - e q u i v a l e n t  s c o r e s "  and s o  f o r t h .  

S c o r e s  on b o t h  IQ and ach ievement  were r e c o r d e d  and k e p t  i n  s c h o o l  f i l e s .  The 

g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia and most o t h e r  North  American j u r i s d i c t i o n s  

was t o  l i m i t  a c c e s s  t o  s u c h  r e c o r d s  t o  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and t e a c h e r s .  

These were, then ,  c o v e r t  r e c o r d s  inasmuch a s  p a r e n t s  and s t u d e n t s  were n o t  

o n l y  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  t o  them b u t  may have been n h o l l y  unanare  of t h e i r  

e x i s t e n c e .  None the less ,  a s  shown i n  C h a p t e r  5, i t  is  q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  

d e c i s i o n s  which e f f e c t e d  placement  and c u r r i c u l a r  t r e a t m e n t  were o f t e n  made on 



t h e  b a s i s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t a b u l a t e d  on  t h e s e  c a r d s .  

A t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  c l a s s r o o m  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  m o n i t o r i n g  and 

t r a c k i n g  o c c u r e d .  P o s t w a r  t e a c h e r s  m a i n t a i n e d  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e i r  g r a d e  and r o l l  

books  n h i c h  n e r e  t h e  l e g a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  of  t h e  Depa r tmen t  o f  Educa t ion .  But  

l e s s  f o r m a l  r e c o r d s  R e r e  a l s o  k e p t  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s .  A s  n o t e d  i n  

C h a p t e r  5, b o t h  D i c k i e s '  and  Q u a n c e ' s  series p r o v i d e d  s t u d e n t s  n i t h  p e r s o n a l  

c h a r t s  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e i r  own p r o g r e s s .  

F i g u r e  B-1. i s  a  f a c s i m i l e  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  c h a r t  f rom t h e  Canad ian  P a r a d e  

Readers .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r t  e n a b l e d ,  i n  D i c k i e '  s n o r d s ,  s t u d e n t s  t o  

"compete a g a i n s t  t h e m s e l v e s "  i n  s p e e d  o f  r e a d i n g  and comprehens ion .  A f t e r  t h e  

c o m p l e t i o n  o f  l e s s o n s ,  s t u d e n t s  mere e n c o u r a g e d  t o  c h a r t  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  i n  

v a r i o u s  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s .  

F i g u r e  B-2. is f rom t h e  g r a d e  3 v e r s i o n  o f  Q u a n c e ' s  Canad ian  S ~ e l l e r .  I t  

t o o  e n c o u r a g e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  "mark t h e i r  onn r eco rd" .  T h i s  s y s t e m  o f  self-  

s u r v e i l l a n c e  set  a s  a  g o a l  "a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  a l o n g  t h e  t o p n .  Quance ,  l i k e  

D i c k i e ,  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  g r a p h i c  p o r t r a y a l  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e  nou ld  p r o v i d e  

s t u d e n t s  n i t h  i n c e n t i v e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  b o t h  c o n f i d e d  i n  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s '  

g u i d e s  t h a t  i t  mould a s s i s t  t h e  t e a c h e r  i n  t r a c k i n g  s t u d e n t  p r o g r e s s .  I n  b o t h  

sample  Canad ian  S o e l l e r  t e x t s  I n a s ' a b l e  t o  r e c o v e r ,  t h e  p r o g r e s s  c h a r t s  had 

been  d e f a c e d  by s t u d e n t  g r a f f i t t i .  



Proyess Cha* 
NAME a- +id- G R ! E  - - - 
SCHQOL- _i(&%G% 

RATE 

Percen taw 
Comprehension 

F i g u r e  B-1.:  P r o q r e s s  Chart from t h e  Canadian Parade Readers 

Source:  D i c k i e ,  D. , Ricker ,  B. , Tyner, C. , 8 Hoodhead, T. H. ( 1 9 5 7 ) .  Teachinq 
read inq  i n  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s r a d e s .  Toronto: J. H. Dent. 



Y O U R  S P E L L I N G  RECORD 
W I I K L Y  F R I D A Y  TESTS 

How to Mark Yow %cord.-Dnr in Your Spelling Notebook a Record 
l ib  the one above. The numbem dong the top tell the weeks. Those 
dong the aide tell the number of words that you mi* Mark Your 
Record in thia way. If you misa 1 word the hrst aesk. 2 wonla the 
weond. and 0 word. the third, put dot. in the centre of the apaecs and 
join the dot. aa ahow. If you haw no words wrong each week Your 
Record will ahow a stnight l i e  dong the top. Try to keep it there. 

How to M u k  Yow Becard.-Dnw in Your Spelling Notebook a F&cord 
like the one above. During the par you will haw aix Favia T e t l  
and two Term M e w  Testa. You d l - h t a  t h  tsta in two p u b .  
one on Tuarday and one on Thunday. Mark Your b r d  in thin 
way. If you miu 4 words on the T u d y  tsst put a dot in the 8P.W 

oppoaite 4. If you mks 3 worda on the Thunday t a t ,  put the dot on 
the Line between 2 and 4. Join the dot. PI above. 

F igure  B-2.: Your S o e l l i n a  Record from t h e  Canadian S o e l l e r s  

Source: Quance, F. ( 1 950)  The Canadian s o e l l e r .  Toronto: Gage. 


