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Abstract

In this paper, we will present a learning scenario
dealing with health and safety aspects in construction
engineering. The scenario consists of two parts: first, a
number of classical classroom sessions dealing with
the theory, and second construction sites will be
explored to identify and learn more about the health
and safety aspects in a real-world context. The real-
world scenario will be mediated using mobile devices,
which will be used to deliver learning content tailored
to specific learning situations. Moreover, students will
use mobile devices to create their own learning
content; a range of multimedia annotations portraying
possible health and safety aspects in real constructions
that can be used as a basis for later discussions.

1. Introduction

Mobile devices offer unique possibilities for
supporting authentic learning in real-world contexts.
Apart from the ability to access relevant course
information on-spot, the portability and increasing
capacity to create multimedia content allows learners to
create their own learning content, whenever and
wherever they encounter it. Moreover, in combination
with more traditional, classroom-based settings, mobile
learning makes it possible to apply theoretical
knowledge learned in a practical scenario and reflect
on the applied knowledge later, possibly even in a
classroom wide discussion.

In construction engineering, students have to learn
how to apply the theoretical knowledge in the
curriculum to real-world construction work scenarios.
While currently most of the teaching is theoretical and
classroom-based, students would benefit by actually
seeing the principles applied in real construction work.
Not only does such an exploration give students the
opportunity to encounter real-world examples of

knowledge applied, it also actively involves the
students in the learning process and compel them to
apply the theory just learned [1]. To try and reap most
benefit out of these practical learning situations, in this
paper, we will present an application example scenario
for supporting on-the-spot health and safety risks
management learning mediated by mobile devices.

The paper is laid out as follows. The next section,
gives a short overview of how e-learning is used to
support construction engineering education. After that,
section three presents the advantages of mobile
learning in general that is immediately followed by
section four that gives one specific example of
applying mobile technology to support learning the
health and safety aspects in a real-world construction
engineering scenario. Section five will then describe
the context of our research and bring forward the
ContextBlogger tool that we will use in our scenario.
Last, section six concludes the paper with a discussion
and an outlook to further research in the field.

2. E-learning in Construction engineering
higher education

The implementation of e-learning into the
construction education domain has had a slow start but
is now catching up with other fields[2]. As a
consequence, its potential has just started to be
explored and applied within this domain.

The instruction methods used in the majority of
construction, engineering, and management curricula
rely on traditional methods such as exposing students
to applied science courses [3]. However, most of the
times, the theoretical concepts learnt with these
traditional teaching methods are not effective enough in
providing students with all the knowledge necessary in
the real construction world. Students need to complete
their construction and management courses by
participating in real-life simulations improving and
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motivating them to learn by doing, learn by practising,
making mistakes, reflecting on why those mistakes
were made, proposing remedial actions and trying them
out. Therefore, the use of information technology for
educational purposes, such as e-learning in general and
simulations in particular, have the potential to act as
excellent tools to complement construction and
management education [3]. This conclusion was also
obtained after a three-year longitudinal study carried
out by the University of New South Wales, Australia
[4], aimed at investigating the feasibility, effectiveness
and viability of e-learning in construction management
education and the students’ preference between e-
learning and traditional face-to-face learning.

In any case, bearing in mind the advantages of e-
learning and the studies carried out by lecturers and
students in higher education, the use of e-learning
solutions in construction management education seems
to become more and more popular, being it total e-
learning, or blended with face-to-face teaching,
depending on the nature and purpose of a course [4].
Consequently, the development of e-learning tools
specifically for construction education is nowadays
continuously growing [2, 4-7]. A majority of these
tools, however, address the formal, theoretical learning,
while the practical, on-site scenarios are mostly left
unsupported. The use of mobile technology to support
the learner in real-world construction site scenarios
could have, we think, an important role in getting the
most benefit out of these practical sessions.

3. Using mobile technology to support
learning in the real-world

The recent popularity of mobile devices has made
access to a wide range of multimedia content, personal
information, and social peers, available nearly
anywhere, anytime, anyplace, and with one device [8,
9]. The processing power and multimedia capabilities
of modern day smart phones have made mobile devices
more and more interesting to support learning outside a
normal classroom context. Already, several projects
have considered and investigated mobile learning
support, most notably [10, 11]. Recent research,
increasingly takes into account some context
information about the learner, to tailor the delivery of
learning content [12]. Especially location-based
systems, aimed at providing suitable learning content at
a certain location, have been largely considered [13,
14].

In this sense, Ogata & Yano [15] have also
identified five characteristics of mobile technology,
that make it suitable for learning. First, mobile

technology offers permanency; learning processes are
recorded continuously which allows for later reflection
of learning about knowledge. Second, learning content
is accessible anywhere, and third, immediate access to
content allows learners to store and retrieve learning
content at anytime. The accessibility and immediacy of
content access makes it possible to use content in
authentic situations, and to tailor it to the current need
of the learner. In this sense, also the fourth
characteristic, interactivity, and the fifth, the situating
of instructional activities, allow for a better adaptation
to the learner’s current situation and for a more active
learning situation. One way of adapting to the learner’s
current situation is by using information about the
context of the learner. Context information can give
details  about individuality, time, locations,
environment or activity, and social relations of a
learner[16], which can be used to tailor the delivery of
learning content.

A blended learning scenario that integrates mobile
learning combines de-contextualisation and
contextualisation of knowledge; theoretical knowledge
learnt in a classroom setting could be transferred into
practical knowledge in a real-world scenario.
Moreover, through using context information, in
combination with the creation or retrieval of learning
content, several educational effects can be achieved:

e Multiple perspectives on real-world objects:

by viewing and creating content in a real-
world context, several opinions can be
perceived and expressed, from which people
can benefit through an indirect learning
process [17].

e Community-generated content connected to
relevant real-world objects and locations; an
example for the effect and importance of self-
generated contents in a learning community is
presented in [18] about learning to operate
medical devices.

e  Community interaction and the creation of
communities of interest around certain objects
and locations, supporting contextualised
learning [19].

e Different views on objects based on personal
preferences. Real-world objects can also be
linked electronically to create relations
between those objects and to create a so-
called “internet of objects” [20].

e Recording of learning events; allows for later
reflection and eliciting of expert’s knowledge,



carried in a work context during or shortly
after the actual action performed, are given by
[21, 22].

e Learning content tailored to a specific
learning activity; in the sense of cognitive
apprenticeship [23] the learner is guided
towards appropriate levels of knowledge by a
constant process of contextualisation and de-
contextualisation of knowledge. Cognitive
apprenticeship furthermore assumes this
guidance takes place in an authentic learning
situation.

e Increasing motivation through active
learning, by actively involving the learner in
the learning process, the learner involvement
and motivation is increased. This as opposed
to passive learning in a formal, classroom
setting [1].

Summarising, contextualised media enables the
learner to create, retrieve, and use digital media in a
relevant  real-world context for notification,
documentation, problem solving, reflection,
communication and a variety of other learning
activities.

4. An application example

Construction cannot be learnt purely from
theoretical and linear lessons; it must be investigated,
attempted, engaged with. This use case scenario is
concerned with the application of e-learning solutions
in a Health and Safety Management course, which is
part of some Construction Engineering Masters.

The aim of this course is to provide basic
knowledge of health and safety risks identification,
health and safety preventive measures and health and
safety regulations. Therefore, the course provides the
know-how that will enable the future construction
project managers to analyse and identify the health and
safety risks, existing in a real construction site, in a
clear, concise and comprehensive way and to choose
the better and more efficient preventive measures to
solve these risky situations.

By now, this course is based on face-to-face classes
where all the theoretical contents related to health and
safety management are taught. All the contents are
verbally conveyed by the instructor, who acts as the
expert on the subject matter. Most of the times, these
contents are enriched and complemented with images,

schemas, and sometimes even videos, which are used
as examples of real situations in construction sites.

However, and aforementioned, this kind of
knowledge is not enough for future construction project
managers, who will be working most of the day at a
construction site and not only in an office. Therefore,
students need to know how a construction site works,
as well as all the aspects that involve it in order to
better understand the need and the complexity of the
health and safety management and all the theoretical
concepts learnt at class.

For this reason, some changes are introduced in the
structure of the subject that now is divided in three
different modules. First, in module one the instructor
exposes all the theoretical contents (health and safety
risks identification, health and safety preventive
measures and health and safety regulations) stressing
the importance of the real-world construction examples
and the use of digital contents, existing in repositories
in the web, easily accessible for students.

Second, module two aims at developing a workshop
based on a real construction site. Students are provided
with drawings of the current real state of the building.
Then the group of students (15 people maximum) is
moved to the construction site, where the person in
charge of the security of the site guides them through
the site. Students are asked to identify the existing
health and safety risks, and the applied or missing
preventive measures which they should draw on the
provided drawings. Digital contents exposed by the
instructor in the theoretical lessons can be reviewed by
using their smart phones which allow the owners to
access the World Wide Web. Hereby, students can
check their work and improve their learning outside of
a normal classroom context and without the need to
carry their paper notes everywhere. Additionally,
students are also advised to take some pictures of the
applied or missing preventive measures to be used
afterwards in the reflective session at class.

Last, module three is aimed at collecting and sharing
all the students’ reflections and observations using the
drawings and pictures or videos recorded along the
construction site visit.

At the end of the course, students have gone through
all the theoretical concepts related to health and safety
management, they have been involved in a real
construction site where all these theoretical solutions
are applied and finally they have been asked to assume
the role of the health and safety risk manager checking
the security of the site. Most of the learning process
can be supported by e-learning solutions, some of
which are described in the next section.



5. E-learning supported by MACE

In order for students to build a better understanding
of the concepts contained in the course, it is important
that all the concepts exposed in the theoretical lessons
can be reviewed by the students in real-world
construction site scenarios. For this reason, the digital
educational material available in the theoretical lessons
should also be easily accessible during the practical
session, for instance by using smart phones capable of
displaying rich media content.

Different web-portals focused in architecture and
construction have been developed, however most of
them present gaps in accessing information, the content
provided is unstructured or only related to a specific
field. To solve these problems the MACE project
(Metadata for Architectural Contents in Europe) sets
out to transform the ways of e-learning in architecture
and construction in Europe. It will integrate vast
amounts of content from diverse repositories created in
several large projects in the past, and build a
framework for providing community-based services
such as finding, acquiring, using and discussing about
e-learning contents that were previously not reachable.
Furthermore, MACE aims at providing innovative tools
to search, create content and enrich it with new
metadata, which can be used to support the learning
scenario described in this paper [24, 25]. Several kinds
of metadata are used in these tools to provide different
perspectives on the learning content, and find new
ways to combine them. For teachers, it will become
easier to find and organise appropriate content based
on the competence, context, and process metadata
provided.

Also, the ContextBlogger tool makes it possible to
access the learning content almost anywhere on mobile
devices. Additionally, mobile access makes it possible
for learner to create their own learning content and
store contextualised metadata, like for example
location context, with it. Hence, the tools available in
MACE will offer unique opportunities to address the
various modules mentioned in the application example.

6. Discussion and Outlook

In this paper, we presented an application example
of learning health and safety aspects in construction
engineering via a blended learning scenario. The
presented scenario integrates different forms of
learning; traditional classroom-based instruction, an
on-site real- world learning scenario supported with
mobile devices, and finally a reflective session to
summarise the learning experiences.

The example integrates several tools of the MACE
project that will be used to support the three modules;
in module one, the mace portal and the search tools
will be used to provide the teacher, as well as the
students, with the theoretical background needed. The
ContextBlogger software will then be used to support
module two, by allowing the students to create their
own learning content, as well as reviewing the already
learnt theoretical knowledge in an applied context.
Finally, by being able to record the learning
experiences in the real-world context, we think the
sharing of experiences, reflections and observations in
module three will improve. In order to evaluate the
potential, effectiveness, and the advantages of the
available MACE tools for construction education, we
plan to carry out an experiment that has the application
example as a guideline. Especially, the effect of mobile
learning tools in a practical construction engineering
context will be evaluated. The experiment will be
carried out with fifteen students, currently involved in a
health and safety management course which is part of
the International Master in Construction Project
Management taught at the Technical University of
Catalonia (UPC).

7. Acknowledgements

This paper is sponsored by the European Project
MACE that is funded by the European Commission's
eContentPlus project, ECP 2005 EDU 038098.

8. References

[1] Bruner, J., (1966) Toward a Theory of
Instruction, Cambridge,MA: Harvard
University Press.

[2] Ahmed, V., A. Shaik, and G. Aouad, An
Ontology of Construction Education for E-
learning via the Semantic Web, in
Architectural  Engineering and  Design
Management, D.B. Editor, Editor. 20086,
Earthscan: London. p. 87-99.

[3] Moonseo, P., L.C. Swee, and 1.V.p. Yashada,
(2003) Three success factors for simulation
based construction education. Journal of
Construction Education, 8(2): p. 101-114.

[4] Zou, P., (2007) A Longitudinal Study of E-
learning for Construction Management
Education. Journal for Education in the Built
Environment, 2(2): p. 61-84.

[5] Dowdle, D.L., The Development of Effective
E-learning Applications for Students of the
Built  Environment, in  Architectural



[6]

[7]

[8]

[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

Engineering and Design Management, D.B.
Editor, Editor. 2006, Earthscan: London. p.
31-48.

Gribble, S., D. Scott, M. Mawdesley, and S.
Al-Jibouri, Learning to be Real Engineers, in
Architectural  Engineering and  Design
Management, D. Bouchlaghem, Editor. 2006,
Earthscan: London. p. 101-114.
Kumaraswamy, M., C.J. Miller, M. Rahman,
D.G. Pickernell, S.T. Ng, and I.P.Y. Wong,
Developing Web-based Tools for Teaching,
Training, Learning and Development, in
Architectural  Engineering and  Design
Management, D. Bouchlaghem, Editor. 2006,
Earthscan: London. p. 123-135.

Rheingold, H., (2002) Smart Mobs: The Next
Social Revolution, Cambride, MA.: Perseus
Books Group.

Castells, M., M. Fernandez-Ardévol, J.
Linchuan Qiu, and A. Sey, (2007) Mobile
Communication and Society: A Global
Perspective, Cambridge, Massachussets: MIT
Press. 331.

Bo, G. (2002) MOBILEARN: Project final
report.

ULTRALAB and CTAD.(2005) The m-
learning project.  [cited Awvailable from:
http://www.m-learning.org/.

De Jong, T., M. Specht, and R. Koper, (2008)
A Reference Model for Mobile Social
Software for Learning. International Journal
of Continuing Engineering Education and
Life-Long Learning (IJCEELL). 18(1): p.
118-138.

Bergin, D.A., A.H. Anderson, T. Molnar, R.
Baumgartner, S. Mitchell, S. Korper, A.
Curley, and J. Rottmann, (2007) Providing
remote accessible field trips (RAFT): an
evaluation study. Computers in  Human
Behavior, 23(1): p. 192-219.

Paredes, R.G.J., H. Ogata, N.A. Saito, C. Yin,
Y. Yano, Y. Oishi, and T. Ueda, (2005)
LOCH: Supporting Informal Language
Learning Outside the Classroom with
Handhelds. in IEEE International Workshop
on Wireless and Mobile Technologies in
Education (WMTE '05).

Ogata, H. and Y. Yano, (2004) Context-aware
support for computer-supported ubiquitous
learning. The 2nd IEEE International
Workshop on  Wireless and  Mobile
Technologies in Education (WMTE '04): p.
27-34.

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

[22]

[23]

[24]

[25]

Zimmermann, A., A. Lorenz, and R.
Oppermann,  (2007)  An  Operational
Definition of Context. in Context 07.

Efimova, L. and S. Fiedler, (2004)

LEARNING WEBS: LEARNING IN WEBLOG
NETWORKS. in Web-based communities.
Lisbon, Portugal.

Brandt, E., E. Bjorgvinsson, P.-A. Hillgren,
V. Bergqvist, and M. Emilson, (2002) PDA’s,
Barcodes and Video-films for Continuous
Learning at an Intensive Care Unit. in
NordiCHI.

Wenger, E. and J. Lave, (1991) Situated

Learning: Legitimate peripheral
participation, Cambridge, New York:
Cambridge University Press.

Mattern, F., (2004) Wireless Future:

Ubiquitous Computing. in Wireless Congress.
Munich, Germany.

Schon, D.A., (1983) The Reflective
Practitioner: How Professionals think in
Action, London: Maurice Temple Smith.
Schon, D.A., (1987) Educating the Reflective
Practitioner, San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.
Collins, A., J.S. Brown, and S.E. Newman,
Cognitive Apprenticeship: Teaching the Craft
of Reading, Writing, and Mathematics, in
Knowing, Learning and Instruction, L.B.
Resnick, Editor. 1989, Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates: Hillsdale N.J. p. 453 - 494.

Barth, H.M., MACE- Metadata for
Architectural contents in Europe, in CIB
W102  3rd International  Conference
"Information and knowledge management-
Helping the practitioner in planning and
building". 2007.

Stefaner, M., E. Dalla Vecchia, M. Condotta,
M. Wolpers, M. Specht, M. Apelt, and E.
Duval, (2007) MACE -  Enriching
Architectural Learning Objects  for
Experience Multiplication. in 2nd European
Conference  on  Technology Enhanced
Learning (EC-TEL 2007). Crete, Greece:
Springer.


http://www.m-learning.org/

