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INTRODUCTION 
 

Fragmented trilobite fauna of the 

Stínava-Chabičov formation (Devon – 

Eifel) from the locality Horní Benešov 

have been studied. Specimens have been 

retrieved from the collection of the IGS 

MU. This locality is the richest and 

basically the only site in Nízký Jeseník 

where unmistakably Eifelian trilobite 

faunas have been uncovered. Since the 

locality had been destroyed and an 

industrial compound had been built upon 

it, it has not been possible to acquire new 

material from the site. For this reason, only 

specimens stored in the collections of the 

Department of Geological Sciences (Ústav 

geologických věd) of the Masaryk 

University Faculty of Science have been 

studied. All the fossils come from the 

original collections of Strnad and Kalabis 

from 1954,1955. 

In the studied locality, the trilobite 

fauna is contained in anchimetamorphic 

shales and – to a lesser extent – in 

intercalations of porous grey marlstone. 

The species of Kettnerapsis pigra, 

Koneprusia cf. subterarmata and 

Chotecops cf. Auspex have been identified 

before (Chlupáč, 2000). 

RESEARCH 

 

Twelve pieces of the pygidium, ten 

pieces of free cheeks and six pieces of the 

thorax separate segments have been 

identified. Synonyms of the species have 

been examined in great detail; including 

changes in the species classification from 

the original collections by various authors 

(Strnad 1956, Chlupáč 1969, Kupková a 

Pek 1985). The only one dominant species 

– Leonaspis (Kettneraspis) pigra 

(Barrande, 1872, Chlupáč, 1967) has been 

identified on the basis of a comparison of 

different original synonyms. 

The species was classified as 

Leonaspis (Kettneraspis) moravika by 

Strnad (1956), as opposed to the original 

Barrande’s classification as Acantholoma 

(Kettneraspis) pigra, since the studied 

specimens from Horní Benešov are 

distinguished by a specific granulation of 

the pygidium. For this reason, Strnad 

designated it as a new species. Chlupáč 

(1969) claims that cheek granulation of the 

great majority of the specimens from Horní 

Benešov that Strnad studied does not differ 

significantly and therefore, he categorizes 

it as Acantholoma (Kettneraspis) pigra 

again. 



Chlupáč also states that according 

to the description, Odontolleura ? n. sp. 

Strnad tallies with the dominating species 

of Leonaspis (Kettneraspis) pigra 

(Barrande). Kupková–Pek (1985) thus used 

Leonaspis (Kettneraspis) pigra as a model 

and re-classified the specimens from 

Strnad’s original collection for the 

Regional Museum (Krajské vlastivědné 

muzeum) in Olomouc. In his later work 

(2000), however, Chlupáč classified the 

species as Kettneraspis pigra (Barranade, 

1872), but since the work contains no 

rationale for the change of the generic 

name, neither does it include  any 

description of the individuals or 

photographic documentation. 

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

 

 Chlupáč (2002) described the 

species Leonaspis (Kettneraspis) pigra as 

very similar or identical to the species 

uncovered in chotečské souvrství (in the 

Barrandien area). This suggests that there 

was an open exchange (migration) between 

the Barrandien’s and the Horní Benešov’s 

faunas in the Eifelian period as well as it 

proves that there existed an oceanic region 

between the two areas, as some authors 

have already proposed. 

Shallow-water bioclastic facies of 

chotečské souvrství are thanks to their 

oxygenated environment the very opposite 

of pelitic dark-shale facies of the Horní 

Benešov area. However, the analogy 

between the two trilobite faunas has led 

Chlupáč (2000) to assume that the 

character of the bed was not the deciding 

factor in the trilobite development. The 

deciding factor that was common to both 

the faunas is apparently the depth which 

was not big in case of both acanthopyge 

limestone and Eifelian strata from the 

Horní Benešov area. 

According to literary data, trilobite 

specimens from Horní Benešov have been 

described with different scientific names – 

Chlupáč (1969, 2000), Kupková–Pek 

(1985), Strnad (1956, 1960), Strna–Kalabis 

(1954). After a meticulous analysis of their 

morphological features and a careful 

exploration of the literature, it appears that 

all these names are synonyms. All the 

studied trilobite fragments from the 

collections of the Department of 

Geological Sciences have been classified 

as the one dominating species Leonaspis 

(Kettneraspis) pigra, which is in 

accordance with previous research – 

Barrande (1872), Chlupáč (1967) and 

Strnad–Kalabis (1954). 
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