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Walter Lawrence, Jr., M.D.

Presidential Medallion

Dr. Walter Lawrence, Jr. is Founding Director and Director Emeritus of the Massey Cancer Center
at Virginia Commonwealth University.

Dr. Lawrence has served VCU and the Medical College of Virginia Hospitals for more than
33 years. beginning as Professor of Surgery and Chair of the Division of Surgical Oncology in the
School of Medicine and attending surgeon at the Medical College of Virginia Hospitals, positions
in which he served until 1990, During this period, he also served as Vice-Chair and Interim Chair
of the Department of Surgery, American Cancer Society Professor of Clinical Oncology. and
Professor of Surgical Oncology. In 1994, he was named Professor Emeritus and continues feaching
at VCU and the McGuire VA Medical Clinic.

Dr. Lawrence enjoys a long and distinguished involvement in the profession of medicine.
He has been an active member of numerous scientific, honorary, and professional societies,
including the American College of Surgeans, the Society of Surgical Oncology, and the Amenican
Cancer Society, Dr. Lawrence also is a prolific scholar with six books and more than 235 publi-
cations on different cancers to his credit.

Dr. Lawrence attended Dartmouth College and the University of Chicago (5.B., Ph.B), and
received his M.D. from the University of Chicago in 1948. He received his surgical training at
Johns Hopkins University, served a fellowship in surgical oncology at Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Center, and was on the faculty of the Cornell Medical College before joining the Medical
College of Virginia in 1966,




















































































































































































































































































Virginia Commonwealth University
is supported by Virginia to serve the Richmond area, the
state, and the nation through teaching, research, service,
and patient care.

VCU combines comprehensive undergraduate,
graduate, and professional programs with one of the
largest academic health centers in the nation. With more
than $113 million in annual research funding, VCU is
a Camegie Research-1 University, one of only three in
Virginia to be ranked in the top category for higher
education in the United States.

More than 23,400 students pursue 153 degree
and post-graduate certificate programs through the
University's ten schools and one college. VCU has a
full-time instructional faculty of more than 1,600 who
are nationally and internationally recognized for
excellence in the humanities, the arts, the sciences,
engineering, education, social work, business, and all
the health-care professions.

With an annual budget of more than $1 billion and
with more than 14,500 employees, VCU is a significant
economic enterprise in the Richmond area. Two-thirds
of VCU's more than 107,000 alumni also live and work
in Virginia.

VCU is in progress with A Strategic Plan for the
Future of Virginia Commonwealth University, a long-
range planning initiative begun in 1993 and now in its

second phase. The goal of the strategic plan is 1o enhance

VCU's national stature as well as its contribution {o the
community, particularly through collaborative initiatives
and partnerships.

One of the University's most important strategic
collaborations is the School of Engineering, established
with the academic. business, and governmenial sectors
of Virginia. VCU's engineering school was included in
state incenlives that attracted the microelectronics industry
to Virginiz and is becoming a center for biengineering
education and research,

VCU also is collaborating with academic, state and
local government, and business leaders to develop the
Virginia Biotechnology Research Park, which is serving
as a catalyst for the biotechnology industry in Virginia.
Located next to the Medical College of Virginia Campus,
the Research Park will represent more than $500 million
in capital investment over 34 acres in downtown
Richmond and provide employment for more than 3,000
researchers, scientists, engineers, and technicians.

More recently, the University has launched the
life-sciences initiative for undergraduate and graduate
education and research. Its centerpiece is the inter-
disciplinary Life Sciences Building, which will house
the Departments of Biology, Biomedical Engineering,
Chemistry, Mathematical Sciences, and Physics and the
Center for Environmental Studies,

VCU's health-care mission includes MCV Hospitals,
ive teaching hospitals in

one of the most comprel
the nation. MCV Hospitals and its satellite health-care
facilities have been ranked for excellence by U.S. News
& World Report and in 100 Hospitals-Benchmarks for
Success. MCV Hospitals is part of the VCU Health
System, which includes MCV Physicians. #
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