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FROM PERRUCHE AFFAIR TO PAUL BLANC'S REPORT. CURRENT DEBATES
ON THE HANDICAP IN FRANCE
Author(s): Corinne Delmas
In the c ontinuity of reflexions on the c onditions under whic h the handic ap
bec ame the objec t of a public polic y in the Seventies and on the c onstruc tion of
a polic y of the handic ap - as well as that of the old people -, we will be
interested in the c urrent c onsensus on the need for reforming the latter (and on
the absenc e of c onsensus on the objec tives to reac h and the means to be
applied), by analyzing the urgenc e of this debate, politic al, legal and c ivil
embarrassment c aused by the Perruc he affair, c linic al reality as well as the
soc ial reality of medic ine whic h is not able to make its standards ac c epted, its
operation nor its manner of seeing things, whic h requires us to go bac k to the
base of this "total soc ial fac t" whic h medic ine has bec ome, whic h Mic hel
Fouc ault c alls the bio-c apac ity. We have to also study the plac e of handic apped
people in soc iety and professional spac e. We will study the stakes of this debate
and expertise produc ed, in partic ular that produc ed by the Senate's Commission
of the Soc ial Affairs (the partic ipation of its members, its work, the final report of
Paul Blanc and its rec eption).

CONSTITUTING BOUNDARIES WITHIN MENTAL HEALTH CARE: TENSIONS,
HIERARCHIES AND THE POLITICS OF DISTRIBUTION
Author(s): Chris Mc Lean and Andreas Hild
T he osc illation between ac tion as determined and ac tion as determining has
been a major feature of soc ial theory and one whic h theorists have tried to
overc ome within their work. For example, rather than reduc ing ac tion merely to
an individual agent or member of the c ollec tive, or to the effec t of the struc ture
or system, ac tion is viewed the performanc e of a spec ific c ollec tive (Gomart &
Hennion, 1999). T his is illustrated by the work of Suc hman (1987) in whic h she
desc ribes the way in whic h situated ac tion must be understood in terms of
c ollec tive ac tion. T hus, rather than viewing 'interests' and 'norms' as stable, these
must be examined with regard to the loc al situations in whic h the c ontinual
proc ess of c onstitution and ac c omplishment takes plac e. T his foc us on situated
ac tion c learly links to the ways in whic h boundaries and tensions relating to
c ompeting notions of prac tic e are c onstituted and negotiated. For instanc e,
Garfinkel provides an interesting illustration within his analysis of c linic al
prac tic e, in terms of the tensions between the situated or everyday prac tic es of
c linic ians, and prac tic es of ac c ounting and management, suc h as form-filling.
T his paper seeks to examine a range of problems and issues relating to the
produc tion of ac c ounts and the c onstitution of boundaries by foc using on the
relationship between prac tic es, ac tions, subjec t/objec t positions and relations.
For instanc e, writers suc h as Callon and Latour have suggested that within an
ethnomethodologic al approac h insuffic ient emphasis is plac ed on the presenc e
of objec ts, as ethnomethodologists are still c onc erned with the interac tion of
subjec t and objec t, human and non-human, agent and struc ture (Gomart &

Hennion, 1999:245). Moreover, Gomart & Hennion suggest rather than undoing
the model of human ac tion, the situated-ac tion approac h is viewed as merely
allowing the c ognitive c apac ities of humans to migrate to objec ts. In partic ular,
they suggest that the foc us should be upon the proc ess of mediation and the way
in whic h objec t-mediators (whic h are rendered as prolongations of ac tions
already initiated elsewhere) do not merely relay and repeat ac tions, but also
transform them in different and sometimes surprising ways. T hus, events are not
limited to origins, determinants or effec ts… "as mediation is a turn towards what
emerges, what is shaped and c omposed, what c annot be reduc ed to an
interac tion of c ausal objec ts and intentional persons. T he network is not a blac k
pool in whic h to drop, dilute, c ritic ise, and lose the subjec t. It is on the c ontrary
an opening - pried lose with a partly rhetoric al liberation of things and an
attentiveness to spac es, dispositions, and events - whic h releases us from the
insoluble opposition between natural determination and human will. 'Mediation'
allows the c ourse of the world to return to the c entre of analysis" (Gomart &
Hennion, 1999:226). In other words, eac h element of the network 'relays' and
'prolongs' the ac tion of the c ollec tive without being the sourc e itself. T hus the
c apac ity to be strategic should be desc ribed as the effec t of an assoc iation of a
heterogeneous network and not merely assigned to a human ac tor (Callon and
Latour, 1997). In c ontrast, others c ritique this foc us on proc esses (Button 1993)
and suggest that suc h an approac h fails to fully examine the various tec hniques
and embedded working prac tic es with respec t to the way they emerge
c onc urrently in relation to other elements within the network. Furthermore, this
approac h is c ritic ised with regard to problems of inc lusion and exc lusion, the
c utting of the network, and finally, the issue of how do you speak on behalf of
others within these c omplex networks of relations and how do we understand the
issue of power and politic s in terms of the c onstitution of boundaries. In
partic ular, this paper seeks to examine this final issue in relation to the proc ess by
whic h c ertain boundaries are presupposed and c onstituted with a foc us upon the
role of spec ific information prac tic es underlying the organization and
management of mental health c are. For example, this will inc lude reviewing the
role of the CPA and needs assessment with regard to relations between different
disc iplinary groups (e.g. soc ial workers and c linic ians), and patients and
c linic ians. More spec ific ally we will examine the proc ess by whic h these
approac hes attempt to overc ome a range of problems relating to disc iplinary
boundaries underlying mental health c are and the role they play in
rec onstituting these boundaries, relations and prac tic es in c omplex and
unc ertain ways. T he empiric al researc h whic h forms the basis for this study was
performed in a loc al NHS hospital trust. An ethnographic style of researc h was
c onduc ted whic h involved working within the mental health department on a
number of projec ts inc luding the development and applic ation of the CPA and
the needs assessment proc ess. T his c ase study thus provides some interesting and
insightful illustrations of the c hanging relations between various groups and
individuals involved in the proc ess of mental health c are and in partic ular a
range of issues relating to the produc tion of c redible/legitimate ac c ounts and the
c onstitution of boundaries. One spec ific aspec t we wish to examine in relation to
this proc ess c onc erns the hierarc hies of distribution and the ordering of ac c ounts.
For instanc e, while we may talk about the role of heterogeneous engineers in the
proc ess of network building and translation (Law 1997), heterogeneity is quite
different for those who are privileged and those who are not (Star 1991). T hus,
the ways in whic h distributions of power and a multiplic ity of c ompleting truths
are rec ursively woven into the c omplex set of relations that underlie partic ular
c irc ulations of ac tors (Law 1997), is an area whic h requires further and more
detailed examination. Rather than examining ac c ounts as providing the 'truth' or
merely telling a 'story', it is vital to examine the way in whic h some distributions

and truths take prec edenc e and bec ome stable features of the setting c ompared
to others, the different forms resistanc e that may emerge (see Fujimura 1991;
Star 1991), and the ways in whic h c ertain objec t/subjec t positions and
boundaries are presupposed and c onstituted. In partic ular, this paper will
examine these questions in relation to the role of information prac tic es in
framing representations of the past and the sequenc ing of events in the present,
espec ially when one group's visibility c omes at the expense of another's
suffering, or where what might be c onsidered as the c ategories of the powerful
bec ome partially embedded within c ertain prac tic es and artifac ts and taken for
granted as given (Bowker and Star, 1999:320). For instanc e, Law (1997) states
that a c elebration of diversity is an empty gesture without the presenc e of a
politic s that establishes the c onditions for its exerc ise. While he may suggest that
we should seek to distinguish what is right from what is wrong at a loc al level,
how do we ac tually ac hieve this in prac tic e? For instanc e, while boundaries,
orderings and c lassific ations are required in order to ac c ess the 'past', 'present'
and 'future', it is important that the development and stabilization of standards
and c lassific ations are not taken as universal or given. In other words, there needs
to be room to examine this proc ess in more detail without relying on a priori
notions of time, representation (see Lync h and Woolgar, 1990), and universality.
One way to start thinking around this issue involves examining the way in whic h
we live in a world of c omplex and partially c onnec ted orderings (Haraway 1991b;
Strathern 1991) that may support, undermine and generally interfere with eac h
other in different and unc ertain ways and based on alternative notions of spac ing
and timing (Law 1997). T hus, it is not possible to grasp an ordering as if one
singular or transparent time or flat spac e exists, as our world is one of
multiplic ities of interc onnec tedness and in order to rec ognize this within our
ac c ounts we need new ways of 'knowing' and 'speaking about' these distributions
without flatterning differenc e into pluralism. Additionally, c learly no piec e of
soc ial researc h c an ever be amoral or apolitic al. However, the way in whic h we
either explic itly or implic itly deal with suc h issues is c ruc ial, and needs to be
c onsidered further if we are to understand the implic ations surrounding notions of
politic s, ethic s, distributions, and the making of judgements in our ac c ounts
(Hull, 1999). T hus, with the aid of illustrations from an ethnographic study
performed within a mental health department, this paper will explore these issues
in further depth. In partic ular, this will involve foc using on the prac tic es of needs
assessment, and the role of a spec ific form-filling proc ess in c onstituting subjec t
and objec t positions (in terms of both patients and mental health workers), the
ways in whic h c ompeting truths undermine, support and within c omplex networks
of relations, and the problems relating to the produc tion of ac c ounts whic h
neither rely on c laims of objec tivity or independenc e, but remain as a c redible
in terms of the ac c ounting proc ess.

COMPLEMENTARY MEDICINE IN ITALY
Author(s): D. Sec ondulfo
T he paper shows data from a survey held in Parma (Italy) asking to a sample of
people whic h kind of doc tors or healing therapist they had c ontac ted during the
past year. T he survey dates from 1996. Results shows that a 27% of c onsumers
c ontac ted also a non-medic al therapist, most of them omeopathy, sc iatzu, and
few others, with spec ific motivations. One of the main differenc es between

