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The Introduction of European Astrology and Its Influence
in Late Ming and Early Qing China
—A Case Study of Adam Schall von Bell and His Tianwen Shiyong

HAN O
( Institute for the History of Natural Sciences CAS Beijing 100190 China)

Abstract  The spread of European astrology in China is a topic of great interest. It was com—
monly thought that Tianbu Zhenyuan translated into Chinese by the Polish Jesuit J. -N.
Smogulecki ( Mu Nige Mige 1610 ~ 1656) and the Chinese literatus Xue Fengzuo

(1600 ~1680) was the earliest book to introduce Western astrology into China. In the spring
of 1997 the author visited Rome and by chance came across Tianwen Shiyong translated
by Adam Schall von Bell ( 1592 ~1666) . This paper endeavours to identify its date of pub-
lication background and source as well as its reception in the Qing dynasty. It points out that it was

compiled between 1637 and 1644 partly based on Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblios and al-Qabisis ( ? ~967)

Liber Introductorius( Venice 1485) . Early Qing scholars like Lii Liuliang ( 1629 ~ 1683)
and Wang Xichan ( 1628 ~ 1682) were very interested in Tianwen shiyong and tried to ob—
tain it through Ferdinand Verbiest. The book was also used widely by Zhang Yongzuo an

imperial astronomer at the Imperial Board of Astronomy and was even transmitted to Japan as a ref-
erence book cited in the Tianjing Huowen Zhujie( 1771) . This paper will contribute
to the study of the history of the introduction of European astrology to China by offering a clearer de—
scription of the dissemination of astrology in the imperial court and among the general public during
the late Ming and early Qing period.
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