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Meteorological Materials Collection and Comprehensive Research
from the View of History
—Book Review of the Chronicle of Kaifeng Meteorology
in North Song Dynasty by Cheng Minsheng

HAN Yi
(The Institute for the History of Natural Science CAS Beijing 100190 China)

Abstract The Chronicle of Kaifeng Meteorology in North Song Dynasty written by Professor
Cheng Minsheng comprehensively collects and researches Kaifeng meteorological materials in the
North Song Dynasty. The book adopts a chronological format which not only restores the natural phe—
nomena and their patterns of change in Kaifeng from 960 to 1227 such as heat cold wet light—
ning thunder wind clouds rain snow frost fog dew rainbow halo hail and so on but also
uncovers the understanding of meteorological disasters and response measures in the Song Dynasty.
This book has great reference value for researchers in the history of science and provides rich histori—
cal data for the establishment of long-term or ultradong-term weather forecast systems in the middle
and lower reaches of the Yellow River region.
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