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China’ s Plan and Measures for Computing Technology
and Soviet Assistance in the 1950s

ZHANG Jiw+ chun,
(Institute of S & T Policy and Management Saence, CAS, Bejing 100080, China)

ZHA NG Bai chun
(Institute for the History of Science, CAS, Bejjing 100010, China)

Abstract:  Follow ing its establishment on Nov. 1, 1949, the Chinese Academy of Sciences
(CAS) began to play an important role in China’ s undertakings of science and techology. According
to the demand of Chinese government for long-term plan of developing science and technology, the
government programming committee called together many Chinese scientists and mapped out 1956 —
1967 Development Plan of Science and Technology in 1956 with the help of Soviet scientists. The
plan includes computing technology.

In order to set up some important technologies including computing techrmology in the develop-
ment plan as quickly as possible, the government programming committee put forward four emer-
gency measures by the demand of the premier, Zhou Enlai. Thereby CAS constituted a preparatory
committee for the Institute of Computing T echnology in 1956 according to the principle of centraliz
ing first and then decentralizing, which was put forward by Hua Luogeng. Most of the scientists of
the preparatory committee came from CAS, the others from the Second Ministry of M achine- Build-
ing Industry, the Third Department of PLA Headquarters of the General Staff and the Ministry of
Higher Education. In 1958 —1959, CAS successfully copied M-3 and - II computers.

From mapping out to cpying Soviet computer, China had all along received great assistance
from the Soviet Union. According to the files of CAS and its Institute of Computing T echnology and
the recollections of scientists, this article sums up the Soviet Union’ s role in developing comput ing
technology in China and shows the transfer of computing technology from the Soviet Union to China
by introducing several aspects: mapping out, investigating and studying computing techology in the
Soviet Union, discussing and signing agreement, training persons with ability and computet copy-
ing.

Key words: computing technology, programme, measures, Soviet Union
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