
Another Lesson from History 
By ROBERT A. MILLIKAN 

M embers of the meteorological branch of the fight- 
ingfcorces of the United State': 
Yesterday \ou  were i-tudenti- of rneteot ology in 

a n  American iiniversity o r  technical school. You a r e  to- 
day officers in the armwi forces of the Ignited States. In 
spite of that metamorphosis you have in n o  way altered 
s o u r  fundamental character as  citizens of the Ignited 
States. a s  voters on evwy fundamental issue that comes 
before a free country for  derision by its citizens, at 
least 51 per rent of whom must he tlionghful. intelliperit 
voters if the American way of life is to  survive. 

It is not. then. as  university students and not a s  Arm) 
o r  Navy officers that I address you today. T h e  mornen- 
tons significance of event-' now transpiring makes dis- 
tinctions of that sort unimportant. I wish. rather. to ad-  
drew vou in your character of most supreme importance 
-that of citizens of this great republic in the greatest 
crisis in i t d ~ i s t o r y .  

To understand is hat is invoked in that crisis. I wi4i 
to direct your attention. first. to the words of one of the 
most penetrating political historians and philovyilierq 
of all  time. a Frenchman, Montesquieu, who wrote in 
174.8, I o n g t ) e f o r e  our  American republic had been 
dreamed of, these pregnant words, which point out his 
conclusior~ a s  to the  only way in which free representa- 
tive government may he  maintained. 

' I f  a republic is <mall i t  is de-troyed by a foreign power: 
if it i c  large. it  destroy" itself by an inner  tice. So i t  is very 
likely that men would have hcen forced to live always under 
the riilr of one man had they not imagined a fon~titiition 
~ h i c h  (ornbinec the achantagr- of a rrpnbliran gfuernment 
and the external forte of a monarchy. I mean a federal r < -  
public. Vade up of ~niall iepublk- it enjoys the high politi- 
ral quality of each fsuch crnal! iepub1ic I and toward other 
power- it ha', hv l i r t i l~  of a federation all the advantage< o f  
rnonarc hick " 
Let me rephrase those principles a s  they now apply 

to the great republic of the [Initecl States. The p r i n c i p l ~ ~  
of the federation of small republics was introduced by 
our  foundingfathers .  and the federal pvcrn inen t  of the 
United States n a s  created. primaril> to g i i e  us the 
strength to defend nurselies against external aggrvsion.  
File principle of state's rights and local self goovern- 
rnent isas introduced to educatp our  citizens in self so\- 

(arnment and to enable each small community, ushen 
tlie cancer of political corruption gets started. to  f i l l  

it out in the place in which it appears  throiigh the agetic! 
of the local communitv which is c loqe~t  to  it a n d  suffers 
immediately from it. and thus to prevent that rnaligriaut 
disease from spreading throughout the whole country. 

Today these two menaces to  the life of our  great 
repuhlic. the "'external foe" and the "'internal vier.-- 
a r e  threatetling 11s a t  the Kame t ime more rtienariiiylv 
than ihcy haove exer done in our history. I,i-.ti-n to the 
recent voice of a distinguished C o n ~ e s s r n a n  from T e x : ~ ~  
Ffattori Surririer~: 

"Our whole political Â¥-y<tcr i -  ha-sed (on l h ?  prin(iplr 
of local vlf-gr~bernrnent. But two forces ha te  liet~n ( I~ - t ro \  
i n?  thip principle. Our is the demancl of the pfopir for the 
Federal gwt'rnment to intervene i t i   problem^ of ~ i ~ , r v  coin- 
m u n i t y  and  every cliiv. The other is the wcr-growing pral tirv 
of pussing s i l l  these problems on to the govrrnmcrit i n  Vii-11- 
inetnn. The la-t war gas<' this a hig push. TIIC postwiir di+ 
location hurried i t .  The Ore21 Dcprt-aion rai-ell i~ to av:i. 

Lnc hc proportion'-. 'I he pn -ent nar I -  (ompi* tirig the joli. 
Eser> tov,n and State, elpry trade ti-wci~tirir~ anti triid~ 
i n i o n ,  everv daq- and group of c11 -pfbiat< inindrity hring- it. 
problernc to Washmgtnn. \nil %it-hinaton j~ altirllt arrrpt- 
ling that re-pon-itoilit^." 
At this hour fortunately the prosprct that V ~ C  shall 

not be destroyed by a foreiyn foe is hriqllitetiit~g, Hut is 
our  great republic. then. to he destroyed after the b a r  
hv its internal vire? That  clenend1- if Vioritescmieii t tas 
right. upon hoiv you and f vote after the war in the pre- 
seriation of local ?elf groveriirnent. 

But what concrete evidence have v\r that M'oritf-s11iiie11 
was right? I quoted his lines. not to hold him up  EIS ii 

superman. Indeed, if hi< spirit  is here in in\ i~i lole  form 
in this coliseum today, as  it may ivell tie. 1 can see liiin 
entering a protest a t  the importance I h;nr apparently 
been dttaching to his statement of otic of the "reatest 
truths of human llistor!. I think I hear him sa t  : 

"Pray. d o  not believe that I nould for a moment a i -  
rogate to myself the authorship of the idea< hf-hind ~ l i o w  
lines of mine. The word' chosen may imicvcl be mine. 
but the ideas represent the sum and substance. tlir dis- 
tilled essence, of both the thinking and  the experience 
of mankind i n  its age-long strnggle to eliminate the 
despot--the totalitarian state-and to achieve free, stable. 
representative government on earth. I'raj. do not fo r  11 

moment assume, f o r  example, that ttlo-sr extraordinary 
men who devised your constitution got the idea" tliat 
underlie it f rom me. 'I'liey wore all. o n  their own :I(- 

count, profound students of tlie tie';! thought and ex- 
perience of mankind. Tha t  is ~ v h e r e  those ideas came 
from. We al l  drank from the same fountain of historv. 
That i s  why they. on their o i \n  arcnunt. came to (lesise 
a federation of small republics. ticow r~urnhcrine 18. 
and reserved to thrse and  their constitiierit local ( o m -  
munitie-i all powers riot specific'allj delegated i o  tlie 
central povernrnent which w i i ~  to exist. aq they rlearly 
planned it. primarily fo r  defending these lfriited States 
a g a i n ~ t  external apgresqion-federal governmetit d i i d t  
was not designed to encroach in peace upon tlir p o Ã § e i  
of the states or of theit constituent cornmi~riitie-.. If now 
the 150 years of history which you have had in develop- 
ing. on the sound Oacis of those ideas. the l i i~hei- t  ~ t i i i i -  

(lard of living for  the corninon man  that tias en- r  ex i s t~r l  
anyw here in history. if that i s  not en on$^ to r q ~ a t ~ l i - h  
their valiclity. then g i ~ c  the credit for  these ideas not to  
me, but to the parallel history of the oldeqt. and un- 
questionable the moat ~iiccessfiil pcopie i t ~  the c \c r r iw 
of parliamentat-> governtrierit. the Britiqlt Coinrrionuenltli 
of Nations, For Britain has guiiided the printiple of  
local self gcove'rrimcnt throughout the lacl l~uti(lre[l veal s 
more jealously than ha" the Vnited States. and it has  
also kepi itself much freer in that period from political 
corruption than has the United States. F'rohabl~ the 
greatest political document of all history is the Statute of 
Westminster of 1931 which created the Rriti'-11 Common- 
wealth of Nation*. uliose cor~stituent parts are  f ~ d t ~ r i i t e d  
practically onl \  for  on^ purpose-a defense againct a 
common for. hut nhich a r c  otIien\i<e a norlrl encircling 
group of completely independent cornmuriitii~~. No- 
where in histor? has  the principle of local self govern- 
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