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t	 FOREMORD

The Third National Aerinautios and Space Administration
(NASA)/Offioe of Spade and Terrestrial Applications (OSTA) Data

' Base Management Systems (DBMS &) Morkshop was held at the Ooddard
Space Flight Center ( OSVC) in Oreeebeltg Maryland $ on December 10
to 12 9 1960. The works h op was sponsored by the Data Systems
Branohq Communications and Information Systems Divisions 03TAp
NA3A 9 and was coordinated by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL).
The chairman of the Morkshop was Dr. Ouy M. Lo,hmar of JPL.

The purpose of the workshop was to review and analyze
activities using DBM3s within NASA / OSTA and related
organizations. The objectives of the workshop were:

(1) To discuss and summarize the status and use of
commercial DBMS & for scientific data management by
NASA and other government agencies.

(2) To review the report drafts and the overall direction
of the OSTA Applications Data Base Management System
(ADBMS) task at JPL.

(3) To devdlop a coordtmated perspective of DBMS-related
efforts within the various NASA Program Offices.

The three - day workshop consisted of six working sessions.
This report is organized into sections that correspond to each of
three sessions. A summary of the results of the workshop and a
list of recommendations have also been included in Section I.
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ABSTRACT

This report summarizes the discussions and results of a
review by a panel of data base management system (DBMS) experts
of various aspects of the use of DBMS& within NASA/Offioe of
Space and Terrestrial Applications (OSTA) and related
organizations. The topics discussed inolud#, J the present status
of the use of DBMS technology and of the various ongoing DBMS-
related efforts within NASA. In partioularp it included a review
of the report drafts of a study that seeks to determine the
functional requirements for a generalized DBMS for the NASA/OSTA
and related data bases. The discussions also covered future
problems and possibilities with the use of DBMS technology, and
included a list of recommendations for NASA/OSTA Data Systems.
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SECTION I

r

F

SUMMART OF RESULTS OF THE VOR[SHOP

The Third Naticual Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) /Offloe of Spa ^e and Terrestrial Applications (03TV Data
Base Management Systems (DBM3s) Verkshop was a valuable fo.,. ,gy m for
the exchange of information among the widest representation ever
assembled of the NASA data base community. Those attending the
workshop are listed in the Appendix. The areas covered were:

(1) Benefits versus costs of DBMS technology.

(2) Existing data base related efforts.

(3) Future DBMS-related technologies.

There was a general agreement on the following isrues:

(1) NASA should continue to explore the utility, benefitar
and costs of applying DBMS technology to the NASA data
environment.

(2) NASA is prestatly at a transition point in the overall
cycle of data management. It is leaving the computer
management phase and just entering the data resource
management phase. At this transition point, management
plays a particularly important role in facilitating a
smooth evolution cf data systems towards maturity.

(3) NASA /OSTA should make greater use of the resources of
universities that are doing work in data management.

(4) aASA / OSTA	 should find ways to increase user
involvement in the design process of its data systems.

(5) The implementation of DBMS prototypes is a very
valuable tool for proof of concept.

(6) Because the various NASA centers have taken different
approaches to meet the specification requirements for
data base systems, each center should benefit from the
others' experiences.

There are significant technical problems in and limitations
to the present methods of accessingg distributing, reducing,
analyzing, and archiving space-derived data. The following are
technical problem areas of concern to the NASA /OSTA DBMS Panel:

(1) Disappointing DBMS performance at the time large data
bases are loaded may be due to a limitation of the
minicomputers used, and to other limiting factors such

s^
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as secondary storage architectures (disk I/O speeds)
and the traditional DBMS approach to structuring the
data base (delays caused by the reed to reformat data
and/or create pointersp indices, *to.)*

(2) Com meroially available DBMSs do not # in general#
fulfill NASA ta requirements for handling spaos-derived
data.

(3) A dichotomy in the functionality of DBMia between the
data-driven *front-end* data base loading and user-

-

	

	 driven "back-end' data retrieval has been identified
and unresolved.

(4) The role of the DBMS in the overall End-to-Erd
Information System has not been specified in any
detail.

(5) Data base software performance may have reached its
limit. Further hardware developments and innovative
uses of existing hardware architectures may be
necessary to keep up with the ever increasing
requirements of NASA's current and future data base
systems.

Management concerns of the panel were the following:

(1) There is a need for a eohera nt, long-range approach to
understanding and meeting the data systems' needs
within OSTA, supported with appropriate funding levels.

1%2) There is an urgent need for high-level planning of the
data resource function within NASA, and for the
creation of a Data Administrator role. It was agreed
that the Data Administrator should operate at a very
high level of responsibility.

(3) NASA should increase tho efforts of cooperation aid
coordination not only between its own centers, but
between itself and other government agencies.

(4) NASA has difficulty recruiting competent computer
science and MBA graduates. It is suggested that
present NASA recruitment procedure& be reviewed to make
employment with NASA more remunerative and challenging.

(5) NASA should improve its visibility in the data-base
community and in such activities as conferences and
user groups' meetings. If NASA were to make its
special needs known, vendors could then be more
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responsive to those needs. A related problem is the
lack of travel funds to attend those kinds of
activities.

The following areas have been identified as subjects for
possible further investigation:

(1) Special purpose hardware for the handling of data base
tasks, such as data base machines and intelligent
controllers.

(2) Utilization of parallel processors for data access and
data processing.

(3) Telecommunications and the interfaces between
teleprocessing programs and the DBMS.

(4) Distributed data bases.

(5) Interfaces between DBMS an y' other system components.

(6) Benchmark tests of existing systems and modelling of
DBMS performance and trade-of°s.

(q) Modelling of the DBMS as an integral part of the
overall End-to-End Information System.

(8) Random-access mass storage and archiving media.

(9) User- friendly human interfaces.

(10) Standardization.

NASA /OSTA planners expect from such groups as this pm.:e: of
the workbop recommended directions for OSTA data systems
thrusts. To that effect, a list of recommendations based on the
results of this workshop was approved by the pane]. The workshop
also initiated a joint JPL / Goddard Space Flight Cnnter effort to
come up with a set of technical recommendations to be used for a
10-year plan for NASA # s OSTA Data Systems.

The panel agreed to include in the list of recommendations
the calendar, format, and scope of future versions of this
workshop.

n -
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_s	SECTION II

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TBIRD VORRSNOP

r

At the and of the sessions of the Third NASA/OSTA Data Base
`	 Management Systems Workahop, the members of the panel generally

agreed upon the following recommendations:

(1) The role of a Data Administrator or Information
Resourom Manager should be created in NASA/03TA as one
means to coordinate all planned and existing data base
related activities across all NASA censers. For this
new role to be effective t it oust operate at the
highest level of responsibility. This will provide the
leadership power necessary to out across organisational
and institutional boundaries.

(2) NASA/OSTA should have an integrated and coordinated
near-term and long-term (10 to '5 years) plan at all
levels for its data base related activities. A
duplication of efforts and an inefficient use of
resources are some of the problems that have arisen in
GSTA due to the lack of effective planning.

(3) The following are some of the areas that need further
investigation:

(a) Pesearch the problems related to very large
scientific data banes of remotely sensed
observations including Imagery*

(b) Investigate the utility of "mainframe" computers
(as opposed to minicomputers) for the handling of
such data bases.

(c) Investigate the use of DBMS technology onl y for
the back-end (archiving and distribution) system.

(d) Investigator alternative DBMS architectures
(including special purpose hardware) and
techniques (e.g. parallel processing).

(e) Further investigate how DBMS technology can and
should be snplied to VISA's data problems.

(4) NASA/OSTA should:

(a) Utilize the resources of universities with
expertise in data management in NASA/GSTA research
and development efforts.

1	 1.1



(b) 3uppleaent the interoenter aaj interagency
communication in matters related to data base
systomsp with more frequent reviews of DBMS
activities in NASA.

(5)	 The panel agreed on the character and calendar of
future versions of this workshop:

(a) The change of the nano of the panel to "Panel on
Data Manageaent" will indicate that DBM3
technology should be addressed within the such
broader context of the total data
storage/retrieval/management problem and that the
panel should broaden its view to encompass this
larger context.

(b) The workshop should be held annuallyg preferably
In the early falls to allow enough time for its
results to be included in the following year's
budgeting and planning.

(c) The format of the workshop should consist of a
plenarl session, and of parallel sessions on
technical ana managerial issues.

t
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SECTION III

SESSION 1: "MAY ARE WE RSRRY"

The first session of the workshop addressed the issue of the
justification of Data Base Management Systems. In the computer
cormcnitt there are zone misconceptions about the justifiability
of DBMS use that are due, to a great extent, to a lack of
Information about this new technology.

The gurpose of this session was to prove the advisabilty of
the DBMS efforts within NASA, in general, and within the OSTA
Data Systems Program, in particular, and to show how DBMS
technology can help in the solution of many of the problems that
have been identified in NASA's information systems today.

The program for this session vas as follows:

Ralph BernsteinReport on National Academy
of Sciences Committee on Data
Management and Computation

Comparison of Oenerl . o User Data
Management Requirements vs
Applicable DBMS Capabilities

Evaluation of Performance,
Economic Costs, and Payback
of DBMS

Guy Lohman

Alfonso Cardenas

Mr. Ralph Bernstein, as chairman of the Committee on Data
Management and Computation ( CODMAC) of the Space Science Board of
the National Academy of Sciences (NAS), presented the preliminary
results of a study of the NASA Data Management problem undertaken
by this committee. A report will be published by the NAS in the
near future.

The objectives of CODMAC are to examine the managemert o'
existing and future data acquired from space and associated
computation in the areas of space and earth sciences, and to
recommend improvements from the point of view of the scien^.ific
user.

One of the major findings of the report is that there are
real problems and limitations in the present meths=s of
acquiring, distributing, reduciag, ana?.yalag, and archiving
apace-aoquired data. The report analyzes these problems and
Includes a study on present and future requirements for
data / inf arms tion systems. A separate panel of JODMAC made, in
parallel, a study of technology trends. Taking all this
information into consideration, the committee has issued a series
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of recommendations to improve the management and efficiency of
space science data systems.

The report finds that scientific involvement is essential in
mission planning, data acquisition, software development, and
data analysis, utilization, and archiving. T.:e committee also
reports a lack of overall planning as to how Lew NASA systems
sill interact with each other. Several ongoing data systems
study activities exist without adequate central direction. A
limited use draft document of the report is available (Refs 1).

The rest of this session was dedicated to discussing the
capabilities of DBMSs, how NASA^s data systems can benefit from
DBMS technology, and the management issues relevant to the
adoption of this technology by an enterprise of the size and
complexity of ?NASA.

Dr. Guy Lohman explained the general capabilities of DBMSs,
and how these systems can be mapped onto a subset of the problems
end inefficiencies that can be identified in OSTA Information
Systems. His study, which can be found in Ref. 2, shows, in the
form of a table, which of the identified problem areas are
covered, in different degrees, by one or more of the described
DBMS capabilities.

Dr. Cardenas, in his talk, stressed some of the benefits of
DBMSs, s ,.ich as the reduced software development time and
maintenance costs that can be expected with the adoption of DBMS
technology. He pointed out that performance and efficiency are
not the only parameters to consider when e-aluating the use of
DBMSs. Very often a decrease in the efficiency and performance
of the computer resources is argued by DBMS detractors to justify
their position. A fair evaluatio n of DBMS technology must take
into account all the benefits that this technology can bring, and
weigh them against the cast. The usual result is that DBMS
technology brings more gains per dollar spent.

According to Dr. Cardenas, NASA presently finds itself at a
transition point in the development cycle towards maturity in
managing the data resource function. Typically, an enterprise
e7olvea from a stage whera the computer is treated as the
resource that has to be managed, to a stage where data is
considered the resource. Figure 1 illustrates this evolution.
The transition point is very critical and important, and
requires a change in outlook. It is here where management has a
particularly important role in allowing a smoot'. evolution of
data systems towards maturity.

4

3-2



Z °^
^ NN
QOM'

It 
W

M

L
W
	

7H

N Z

1

1SOJ

Z
^^ 4

W ^ ¢\
ZZ

o
CACW^ Z4

UA

O^Z N^
CL

F-

—0
af
H

^O
N V

'W^
V
Q

ZZ
^

S ^<

WO
V

Zx

Z"-

cO
u
C

4.

OJuL
ON
d
a

iJ

r00
a,L
p1
C

C

H Z:

C

41

7

ON
N

dJ
LT)
10

N
x
in

(Ẑ
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SECTION IV

SESSION 2: "WHAT IS BEING DONE?"

The first session of the workshop showed the potential of
DBMS technology in solving many of the problems that have been
identified in NASA's data systems. During the second session,
the members of the panel explained the approaches used for
programs they represent to make full use of this potential.

The session consisted of a series of short presentations by
the members of the panel, and of the exposition of the plans and
programs of OSTA and the Office of Aeronautics and Space
Technology (OAST) of NASA.

The program of presentations for this session was the
following:

Overview of OSTA Data Systems Program	 Pete Bracken

Overview of OAST NASA Bad-to-Sad 	 Lee Holcomb
Data System (NEEDS) Program

Applications Data Service (ADS)	 J. Patrick Gary
Pilot Systems	 Loren Meredith

Janeth Heuser

ADS Standards	 Barbara Walton

NEEDS Integrated Data Base 	 Doug Thomas
Management System (IDBMS)/Pilot	 Karen Posey
Climate Data Base Management System
(PCDBMS) and Archival Mass Memory
(AMM)

Transportable Applications Executive	 David Howell
(TAB)

OSTA (Oceans) Catalog and 	 Karen Posey
Inventory Development

USGS Efforts: Earth Science 	 Ted Albert
Information System

National Oceanographic and Atmospheric	 Newton Page
Administration (NOAA) /Environmental
Data and Information Service (EDIS)
Efforts

Applications Data Base Management	 Guy Lohman	 1
System (ADBMS)
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NASA Office of Space Science (033)
	

Ed Records
Data Records System Prototype

Theoretical DBM Investigations
	

Walter Truszkowski

Oe000ding Models
	

Al Zobrist

Pete Bracken, chief of the Data Systems Branch of NASA's
OSTA, presented the status of the OSTA Data Systems Program. A
plan for 1982 and beyond is presently being prepared, and the
final version is scheduled for release by March 1981.

There are some areas of the Data Systems Plan in which there
is insufficient information or experience to specify an adequate
set of requirements for a system. In those areas, OSTA has
adopted the approach of sponsoring pilot programs. There are
three pilot programs, at present:

(1) The Pilot Atmospheres Data System (PADS) at the Goddard
Space Flight Center.

(2) The Oceans Pilot System (OPS) at JPL.

(3) The Renewable Resources Pilot System (associated with
the iGRISTARS Program) at the Johnson Space Flight
Center.

These and other pilots will explore ways of meeting some of
the basic needs of these disciplines, ultimately tying the
systems together in a distributed network for data access and
sharing (the Applications Data Services (ADS) Network).

The Data Systems Branch is actively seeking input from
groups such as this workshop's panel, on information systems
research areas that should be pursued in the Data Systems Program
to complement the Data Base Management activities during the next
5 to 15 years.

For the Office of Aeronautics and Space Technology (OAST),
Lee Holcomb presented the status of the Nasa Sad-to-End Data
System (NEEDS) Program. The NEEDS Program intends to be an
answer to the problems of responsiveness and timeliness of NASA's
data systems, and to the increasingly more stringent requirements
and data rates. It is intended to be a technology program, not
an operational program. It will provide technology for end-to-
end data systems for future NASA systems.

Mr. Holcomb described in his presentation the different
activities that are taking place under the NEEDS Program. The
second phase of the program started in 1979, and Phase III will
begin during 1981.
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The NEEDS concept is described in Ref. 3 9 and the Program
Plan for Phase II is in Ref. 4.

Mr. Patrick Gary, in his talk about the Pilot Atmospheres
Data System (PAPS), explained the present configuration of the
pilot, with its two local processors at the Goddard Space Flight
Center and a third one at the University of Wisconsin. The
system will provide the user sites not only with
telecommunications oapabilities, but with a more uniform
interface to the user and with a central directory. In the
future, the system will extend to the other pilots, and the team
is very actively pursuing the interconnection of various
heterogeneous systems and their data management schemes. There
have been many requests from several sites to that effect. The
initial demonstrations of the system are scheduled for the first
quarter of 1981.

The objective of the Oceanic Pilot System Project, according
to Mr. Loren Meredith of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, is to
develop and evaluate an Oceanic Pilot System (OPS) with the use
of advanced technologies and standards in a number of different
technological areas. The project comprises three phases, the
last one of which will support networked remote data
acquisitions. The hardware for the project is presently being
pr3cured, and a preliminary draft of the functional requirements
dozument will be released by the beginning of 1981 (Ref. 5).

Janeth Heuser, from NASA headquarters, gave a short
presentation on the Renewable Resources Pilot System. This pilot
is part of the AGRISTARS Program, which is a joint agency project
involving the U.S. Department of Agriculture, NASA, and the
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
There are eight projects within AGRISTARS, each managed by a
different agency. In general, each project requires its own sets
of data, although some data sets are required by more than one
project. The Renewable Resources Pilot System will support a
Data Management Team that will develop a transportable system
with a directory of data and a catalog of the sources of the
data.

The objective of the ADS Standards Program is to develop
standards for OSTA starting with the OSTA ADS Program. Barbara
Walton, from the Goddard Space Flight Center, presented a
classification scheme for ADS standards that will eventually be
used to create a data base of standards, a dictionary of
standards, and a reference library. A preliminary (draft) survey
of standards using the classification scheme has been completed
(Ref. 6). Within the next 8 months a set of requirements will be
compiled through interviews with representatives of the pilot
projects. At the same time, standards evaluation criteria will
be developed. A workshop in May is scheduled to discuss
preliminary results.
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From the Marshall Space Flight Center, and through a
teleconferencing arrangement, Doug Thomas presented the Data Base
Management System objectives of the second phase of the NEEDS

► Program. Mork on the different DBMS elements is handled by the
Marshall Space Flight Center and the Goddard Space Flight Center.
Mr. Thomas gave a description of the basic hardware configuration

F of the DBMS and of its component funotions, as well as the key
elements of the Archival Mass Memory Project, which is one of the
major components of the proposed system.

Karen Posey presented a brief history of the Pilot Climate
Data Base Management System (PCDBMS) and of the Integrated Data
Base Management System (IDBMS). The IDBMS is a component of the
NEEDS program. It will be installed in a VAX computer at the
Marshall Space Flight Center. The PCDBMS will be installed in a
minicomputer at the Goddard Space Flight Center. It will begin
to provide interactive user capabilities, and electronic transfer
during 1982 and 1983. This project has released a study on the
characteristics of data sets of interest to the climate community
(Ref. 7) and a System Functional Requirements document (Ref. 8).
Within one month after the workshop, a hard copy catalog of
climate data will be released (Ref. 9) and its format will be
distributed for critique and comments. During 1980, the MITRE
Corporation has been performing a study on DBMS technology in
support of these two projects. In Refs. 7 through 13 9 a list can
be found of other documents generated by these projects up to the
present.

About the OSTA catalog and inventory activity, Karen Posey
emphasized the need for coordination between all the projects
with a similar interest. The first objective is to establish an
OSTA-wide catalog/ inventory development plan to arrive at a
coordinated plan within OSTA. A first objective for this
activity is to develop catalogs for oceans data bases, and, for
those data bases that are stored locally, to also develop
inventories. At the present time the initial inputs to a
coordination/development plan have been reviewed with NASA
Headquarters, and a set of preliminary guidelines and standards
have been developed for the climate discipline.

In an effort to integrate the work in developing interactive
systems in support of application projects, David Howell of the
Information Extraction Division of the Goddard Space Flight
Center (GSFC), explained how the concept for the development of
the TAE came into existence. The goal was to avoid duplication
of software development effort and to promote sharing of system
and application software. The approach was to develop a single
transportable software system with a common applications
interface by identifying common system elements in the
interactive analysis and graphics environment. A prototype is
scheduled to be ready by September 1981, and Version I of the TAE

L
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	 will be available by November 1982. A more complete description
of the TAE can to found in Ref. 14.

' Ted Albert, Data Administrator of the O.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) of the Department of the Interior, drsoribed the nature
and scope of the activities and the structure of the USGS. He
also explained how the Data Administration Function is helping
the USGS to put an end to a situation where different
applications and disciplines were creating, in an uncoordinated
way, incompatible data bases and systems, with the consequence of
inefficiencies in the development and use of U303 information
systems. The objective was to arrive at a unified representation
of earth science data, and, in 10 to 15 years, have systems and
data compatible enough to allow the transfer of data and
multi:iisciplinary analyses. The approach to solve this problem
included the adoption of DBMS technology. Model 204 of the
Computer Corporation of America (Cambridge, Massachussetts) was
chosen as the most suitable DBMS to develop the Earth Science

" Information System as a directory/dictionary front-end
Information system. Future activities include the creation of an
USGS Standards Committee to work in coordination with the

{	 National Bureau of Standards on standards relevant to the earth
`	 sciences.

Mr. A. Newton Page, Manager of Systems of the Environmental
Data and Information Service (EDIS) of the National Oceanographic
and Atmospheric Administration (NO ► A) explained the
organisational structure of NOAA and presented a description of
some characteristics of EDIS data bases. the short term plan
(1981 to 1986) of EDIS objectives are to apply DBMS technology to
create a new EDIS data management system with the use of a data
dictionary system (DDS) and the consolidation of three of the
present data bases from conventional observations (excluding
satellite data) in a single facility in Ashville, North Carolina.
Objectives for FY 1980 are to analyze the initial DDS entries,
review the DDS updates and update procedures, and publish the DDS
catalogs. The objectives for 1984 to 1990 include an analysis of
user requirements, and an evaluation of state-of-the-art
technologies for subsequent phases of the plan.

The objectives of the Applications Data Base Management
System (ADBMS) task, according to its task manager and chairman
of the workshop, Dr. Guy Lohman, are to develop a Data Base
Management System tailored to NASA/OSTA requirements, one that
has evolved from the NASA DBMS prototypes and pilots. It will be
adaptable to data systems for future OSTA missions and it will be
utilized as a tool for users to access observational data and
information about the data. The ADBMS Functional Requirements
will be completed by the end of 1981, and a development and
implementation plan will be ready by April 1981. A more thorough
presentation of this task was given at the 4th Session during the
second day of the workshop. A list of the documents produced by
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this team, up to the present, can be found in Refs. 2 and 15
through 17.

Ed Records, of JPL j explained in his presentation that, tc
keep up with the increasingly more stringent requirements of
JPL's flight missions, a decision was made a few years ago to
adopt DBMS technology. A UNIVAC 1181 was chosen as the
mainframe, and it was deold4d to implement a data records
prototype to find out whether the data records effort could be
implemented using a commercially available DBMS such as the DMS
1100. The results of the prototype experience showed that, given
a series of carefully chosen evaluation faotors, the system met
its objectives and it is considered a success. The full Mark IV
Data Records System is presently being implemented using the
education and experience that the prototype provided.

There are four different areas of theoretical data base
rese"roh centered at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center. Walt
Truszkowsky of the Goddard Space Flight Center explained that the
objective of the research on N-dimensional systems consists of an
investigation of alternative ways to deal with multidimensional
data. A proof of concern 15-dimensional data base system is
presently being built to demonstrate its use with meteorological
data. During 1981, an experimental data base program applied to
a polar ice analysis will take place at the Goddard Space Flight
Center. In 1982 9 an operational system will be available for use
by scientists in various disciplines. Doomentation on the proof-
of-conept system will be available by January 1981. The other
three research activities deal with software management,
distributed control, and knowledge information systems with the
use of artificial intelligence concepts.

Representing VICAR (Video Information Communication and
Retrieval System), Al Zobrist from JPL talked about the basic
uses of geocoding models; the uses are mainly two: data bank
preparation, and application modeling and analysis. Mr. Zobrist
discussed the data handling procedures necessary to form an image
mosaic of the State of California, in what way the MARK IV file
management system is used, and how a DBMS can greatly improve the
moaaicking procedure given the large amounts of data that must be
handled in an application of this type.

This session was followed by a discussion period among all
the members of the panel. As a comment to some questions that
had arisen, Dr. Cardenas pointed out that, contrary to the
general belief that DBMS can talk to and have some control over a
mass storage system (MSS), DBMS technology looks at an MSS as an
archival area, and no relationships are established among the
files that are stored in it.
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Dr. Renfrow raised a question concerning the intended scope
and possible extension to other agencies of the current work on
standards, given that the ADS pilots will eventually communicate
with other systems external to RASA, such as those in USGS and
BDIS.

The focal point of the present OSTA standards effort is the
ADS standards program. There are other ongoing standards efforts
in other NASA offices, but the issue of the coordination of all
these activities is still an unresolved issue. There have been
some talks about the possibility of setting up a coordination
committee with representatives from all the NASA offices
involved. The issue of the coordination with other standards
activities external to NASA is also an open issue. The necessity
of such a coordination activity is recognized, and, as a way to
solve this problemp there are some plans for a pilot
coordinating team with representatives from all interested
agencies working together with the pilots. At the present time,
most of the standards work is strictly internal.

A question was raised as to whether the overall NASA
standards efforts should capitalize on the packet telemetry
concept and formats. Several comments indicated that the packet
format is designed to optimize the transmission of data from the
sensor aboard the spacecraft to the data base. It is not clear,
at this point, what the distribution of these data is, or even
what NASA office would be responsible for answering that
question. The packet format may not be the most suitable format
for data storage or information interchange between data bases.
It was also pointed out that the possibility for a "new
generation" packet format is open, if the need arisen, and it is
the responsibility of groups such as the Panel in this Workshop
to recommend such changes if they prove necessary.

Another suggestion made by Dr. Cardenas is that NASA give
more attention to commercial teleprocessing monitors, given that
they are very closely related to DBMS technology. The data
communication networking problem has not yet been addressed
adequately by NASA considering its importance for the
distribution of the data after the data have been acquired and
stored in a data base.
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SECTION V

SESSION 3: "WBAT ADDITIONS, ALTIRATION3 9 OR IMPROVEMENTS MOST BE
MADE TO SZI3TING SOFTWARE?*

Session 3 opened the second day of the workshop. The topic
of this session was twofold: in the first part of the sessions
those members of the panel who had hands-on experience with
commercial DBMS software packages presented their experiences and
comments about the performance, problems of implementation, and
use of such systems. During the second part of the session,
those members who were directly involved in management issues
presented their views on what are the major management concerns
about the use of DBMS technology.

Because DBMS technology is relatively new, there is often a
big difference in the robustness and maturity of commercial DBMS
packages. Robustness is a measure of the stability of the DBMS
under normal or abnormal operating oonditions. Some of the more
recently released DBMS packages seem to suffer, in different
degrees, from a lack of maturity in regard to problems
encountered in the design process of a project, as noted from
some experiences presented in this session. "hese problems range
from simple system bugs to disparity between the documentation
and the product: the doccmentation described features that have
not yet been implemented in the software.

There was a general consensus during the session on
management issues that a centralized high-level management
function with responsibility over the information resource was
necessary. Such a functionary, entitled Data Administrator or
Information Resource Manager, would operate at the highest level
of management. His responsibility would be the coordination of
all planned and existing data base related activities across all
NASA centers. In addition, it was agreed that a coherent short-
and long-range data systems plan was essential; this plan would
end the present unfocused approach of NASA to DBMS technology
among the various program offices.

Participants in this aession e s panel were:

Identification of Mayor Known	 Ed Records
Technical Handicaps of Commercial DBMS	 Elizabeth Martin

Identification of Mayor Management	 Pete Bracken
Concerns for Use of DBMS Technology	 Ted Albert

Ed Reoorda, manager of the Data Records System (DRS) team,
explained some of the problems and observations that his group
has been accumulating during the implementation of the DRS
prototype. They learned the value of the prototype as the means
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to prove DBMS technology and as a testbed for experiments with
this new technology. Other findings of this effort included the
Importance of data base control through a data base administor-
type function. The group is trying to create such a role at JPL.
Mr. Records also explained some of the problems of UNIVAC's QLP
(the query language of UNIVAC's DMS 1100 package), the problems
with documentation, and the importance of "tuning" the system to
stabilize its performance in terms of processing sfled.

Based on the PCDBMS/IDBMS team's use of two commercially
available DBMS packages (SEED and ORACLE) on a DEC/VAX
minicomputer, Elizabeth Martin, from the Goddard Space Flight
Center, explained the major limitations of commercially available
DBMSs for minicomputers. The two packages tested suffer from
lack of maturity. This is due, in part, to the fact that they
are new, state-of-the-art systems that have nc,t been fully
tested.

It was found that, in a minicomputer environment, the
performance of commercial DBMSs suffers from slow access and
retrieval times. The higher the degree of indexing used, the
slower the loading times of data in the data base are. But
Increasing the load rates decreases the query rates. It was
commented that for large data bases, big businesses generally use
big mainframes, and this raised a question on the adequacy of
minicomputers for the types of data base applications that are of
interest to NASA. Software technology seems to have approached a
limit in efficiency, and now hardware developments may be needed
to keep up with the new and more demanding data base
requirements.

Most information in NASA's data bases has a spatial and time
orientation, but most commercial systems do not have any ability
to represent spatial relationships or geographic information.
Commercial DBMSa also suffer, in general, from a lack of
flexibility in that changing the data base usually involves a
reoganization and reloading of the data base.

Benchmark testing for SEED and ORACLE will be finished by
March, 1981. Preliminary results indicate that, although there
are questions about the robustness of both packages, SEED seems
to be more reliable, despite its several limitations.

During the discussion period, Dr. Cardenas suggested that
NASA improve its visibility in the data-base community and in
such activities as conrerences and user groups' meetings. If
NASA were to make its special needs better known, vendors could
then be more responsive to those needs. A related problem is the
lack of travel funds available to most NASA centers to attend
these kinds of activities.
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The second part of this session was dedicated to the major

	

management concerns for the use of DBMS technology. Peter 	 !
Bracken, Chief of OSTA's Data Systems Branch, expressed the
urgent need for a coherent long-range approach to solving the
data systems needs within OSTA. A main problem has been the
unfocused approaob to DBMS technology by NASA ts program offices
and a lack of overall centralized planning. At present, NASA is
In the process of formulating a sensible 5 to 10 year plan in the
data systems area, including DBMS research and development. It
Is important that groups such as the panel of this workshop
provide their input during the planning process. Ve will also
need to cooperate in this effort with other government agencies
to arrive at compatible or common approaches to data cataloguing
and data accessing, and the use of the three ADS pilot systems
to test these data sharing concepts. It must also be noted,
however, that this type of interagency cooperation has been
difficult to attain in the past.

Ted Albert, Data Administrator of the 0.3. Geological
Survey, described the organization of the data administration
function at the OSGS. The data administrator of the 0303 chairs
a permanent coodination committee with members from the 0303
divisions. Mr. Albert stressed once more the need for a Data
Administrator or Information Resource Manager at the highest
level of management, whose responsibility is to administer and
manage the data as a resource.

The emphasis upon how the information resource is logically
or mathematically described and structured, as opposed to its
hardware and software aspeots, requires a new perspective and
requires additional training in data base concepts. It is also
important to write down a final goal for the information system
so that all the planning and intermediate design and
Implementation steps Ic Ad without oonflict#s to that ultimate
goal.

Mr. Albert concurred with Dr. Cardenas in the opinion that
03TA should seek more user involvement. He also stressed the
importance of basic research in topics such as data structures,
and of standards as a management issue.

Donnis Fife, from the National Bureau of Standards (NBS),
presented the management concerns of the Application Systems
Division of NBS. This group works on standards for the
government in the data base/DBMS areas. It cooperates with the
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and has no
operational goals of its own. For this reason, it Is often
difficult at the NBS to maintain user contact and keep up with
technological advancements.

f

	

	 Mr. Fife mentioned that the European Economic Community has
released a study (Ref. 18) consisting of three different reports

J
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entitled "Database Administration s t RDB Maintenance" O and
'Selection and Evaluation of DBMS',.

During the discussion poriod, Dr. Cardenas indicated that
NASA suffers from a man-power obortage in the DBMS area due to an
Image problem. Its salaries and research activities are not
attract:Lve enough to a large number of graduates who can fled
better working conditions in industry. NASA should take steps to
Improve its recruiting procedures to attract good computer
science and MBA graduates.

There was some discussion about the role of the user in the
specification of requirements for a system. At times, it could
be argued that the input of the user can only be partially valid
because of his possible ignorance of the available technology.
Another question related to this is that of the extent and timing
of user participations should the user get involved throughout
the specifirution prooesss or should he get involved only after
the analyst has specified a framework? These and other questions
of user involvement in requirements analysis remain open.

At the end of the session # the question of the
unavailability of funds for travel was raised. It poses a
serious problem that affects all NASA centers, and there is no
solution foreseen in the near future. It makes user contact more
difficult and reduces the exposure of NASA to external
ot.anizations such as user group meetings and conferences. A
suggestion was made to consider other alternatives to travel
such as teleconferencing and computer conferenoing.
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SECTION YI

SESSION bs sM NAT, SPECIFICALLYp I3 THE ADBMS TA39 ACCOMPL E1N0?e

The fourth session dealt *x3lusively with the Applications
Data Base Management System (ADBM3) task. This task is managed
by JPL, and, as it was explained in the introduction, it also
provided the coordination for this workshop.

The ADBMS task is subdivided into four subtasks that have
produced to date three draft documentst Refs. 2 9 15 9 and 16.
The fourth subtask will produce a fourth document (Ref. 19)
within the first quarter of 1981. All the members of the DBMS
Panel received, in advance, these documents, and were asked to
review them.

The objestive of this session was to review the outputs and
the direction of this task.

The session consisted of the following five presentations,
followed by a discussion periods

Overview and Methodology	 Guy Lohman

Generic Data Management Requirements 	 Kati Apenyo
From Ocean Users

Assessment of Representative Existing Kati Apenyo
Data Systems

Existing ^txvdards Relevant	 Jose Urena
to DBMS

Functional Requirements	 Guy Lohman

Guy Lohman, manager of the ADBMS tauk, explained that the
ADBMS • s objective is to develop a multimisslon general-purpose
data management system for applications data bases. The approach
taken is a systems top-, down approach, and it is intended to be an
evolved effort, basing the future on the experience gained from
the ADS pilots and tho other prototypes. Ths intention is to
minimize redundant development of data management software,
facilitate data exchange and use, and reduce the impact of
changes to hardware and software.

Kati Apenyo presented the results of Brad Fujimoto's subtask
on user requirements for DBMS technology for the oceanic
community. At this phase of work, the oceanic community was
surveyed and a number of interviews were made, concentrating on
scientists at JPL and the Goddard Space Flight Center. In
subsequent pbasea, other disciplines will be surveyed.
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Ba_: • ' on these surveys, a series of requirements have been
identif » in the following areas: data, data documentation and
inform atic.0 about data, access and output, data manipulation and
services. A user requirements document with the results of these
surveys (Ref. 19) will be released in the first quarter of 1981.

The Survey of Representative Scientific Data Systems
concentrated upon the study of oceanographic data systems,
leaving for a later date the study of other disciplines. The
characteristics of the systems surveyed have been summarized in
the form of a table according to seven different areas of
characterization. The study includes the common characteristics
that have been identified in all the systems that were surveyed.
The results of this study (Ref. 15) is in draft form.

One of the subtasks of the ADBMS task consists of
identifying those applicable standards that should be adopted in
the final design of the ADBMS. Jose Drena, from the ADBMS task,
explained that in a first phase of the study, a survey of all
government, industry, and NASA standards and candidates for a
standard was undertaken. In the second phase of the study, these
standards will be evaluated for their applicability to the ADBMS.
The results of the survey (Ref. 16) are in draft form.

All of the above outputs from the ADBMS subtasks provide an
input to the Functional Requirements subtask. Guy Lohman,
responsible for this subtask, presented an overview of the first
draft of the document (Ref. 2) 9 and explained the methodology
used for the completion of the project. The document includes a
top-down functional analysis of the functions to be performed by
the ADBMS.

A discussion period followed the presentations in which the
two different approaches to DBMS design taken by the ADBMS task,
and the ADS pilot program were confronted. The ADBMS task takes
a top-down approaoh, soliciting input from the users from the
beginning of the design process, and it is an evolutionary effort
using the experience learned from the DBMS pilots and prototypes.
For this reason it would be premature, at the present time, to
proceed with the design and development of the system before
enough time has been allowed to evaluate and experiment with the
pilot systems. The ADS pilot program's approach is to build a
framework system to learn about the technology used and the
user's response and reaction, and subsequently and progressively
build a system that asymptotically approaches the *ideal system,*
Inthis approaoh, the "ideal system" is progressively defined as
experiments on the system proceed. During the discussions, it
became clear that both approaches are equally valid, and that
both efforts should use each other's experience to come up,
finally, with an overall batter solution to the problem;
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Traditionally, NASA has implemented mission-unique data
systems. For reasons of economy, the present trend is to develop
multimission systems that provide a set of functions common to
most n issiona, and yet provide the necessary flexibility to
accommodate mission-unique requirements. This is the idea
followed by generalised DBMS such as the ADBMS. The ►DBMS tank
is not oriented, at the present time, to the more general data
management problem. It is a worthwhile effort, however, that
should be included in the overall Sad-to-End Information System
activities within NA:-JA. This task does not consider real-time,
or near-real-time (data-driven) systems. The performance
parameters are unknown as yet, but they will be determined later
with benchmarks.

The possibility of partitioning the data base, so that only
those subsets of data that are called for by the user become part
of the DBMS, was suggested. In this way, the DBMS could be
greatly unloaded. Partitioning of data bases is helped by the
format specification languages and the properties of data
independence that DBMS technology provides.

The approach to DBMS software standards taken by the
Computer Corporation of America in their work defining a
standards architecture for NBS was explained by Dennis Fife of
NBS. The approach has two aspects: (1) It will provide a family
of DBMS software standards to satisfy a significant portion of
the community, and (2) it is a modular approach. The DBMS has
been divided into 38 components that cover all the perceived
functions of DBMSs. The interfaces between these components will
be standardized, and, in this way, vendors could provide add-on
components to competing products.

There is a concern with the seemingly unlimited growth rates
in which OSTA data are received. However, Dr. Tom Renfrow of JPL
pointed out that data quantity is secondary to the information
contents of those data and the way in which that information is
utilized. In any case, it has been observed that the increased
budget for development of data generation systems (such as
sensors) is not usually followed by an increase in the budget for
the handling of the newly generated data, creating a growing gap
from which NASA is presently suffering.

i
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SECTION VII

SESSION 5: "WHAT ARE FUTURE PROBLEMS AND POSSIBILITIES?"

The objectives of this session, on the third day of the
workshop, were: (1) to discuss the possibilities and problems of
DBMS technology, (2) to explore new technologies that can be
foreseen in the future, and (3) to determine what areas of
research can be promising and may require further investigation.
The results of this session are among the final recommendations
of the workshop.

The subjects and participants of this session were:

The Integrated Programs for 	 David Lowendorf
Aerospace-Vehicle Design (IPAD)

Discussion of Technology Trends/Problems Alfonso Cardenas

The NASA End-to-End Data System	 Lee Holcomb
(NEEDS) Project

Image Processing in the Total System	 Fred Billingsley
and DBMS Milieu

High-Level User Languages and Knowledge- Walt Truszkowski
Based Systems

David Lowendorf, representing the IPAD project, explained
how NASA started 10 years ago to combine in one effort all of the
programs performing engineering analysis and design of aerospace
and aircraft vehicles. Mr. Lowendorf described the achitectural
approach for a DBMS for this program, and a multischema concept
that supports the relational and network data base models under a
single family of languages. As an illustration, an example using
a portion of the wing of the Space Shuttle was presented. The
functional requirements for the system have been completed, and
the design phase is presently under way.

Dr. Cardenas presented in this session his views on what are
the present trends in data base technology. About the relational
organization of DBMSs, Dr. Cardenas pointed out that although it
offers a very promising and interesting set of features, and has
been received with enthusiasm by a portion of the data base
community, today's relational systems have some performance
problems that have made the use of the relational model less than
widespread. The development of alternative hardware
architectures with specialized data base machines and intelligent
controllers could solve to a large degree this and other
performance problems. The trend at the present time for data
base designers is to adopt the CODASYL model, which is in more
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widespread use and is being standardised by the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI) as the first of a family of DBMS
standards.

Some relational systems with an especially interesting set
of features are System R, INCHES, and Query-by-Example.

Dr. Cardenas predicted an increasing number of applications
for DBMS technology. The trend towards a high-benefit/cost
payoff will help generalise the use of DBMSs. In the near
future, DBMSs will be accepted as a standard by the data
processing community.

More functional capabilities are expected in generalized
DBMSs and the trend towards higher level languages will continue.

The field of data communications is closely tied to DBMSs.
It is common that the adoption of DBMS technology provokes the
advent of data communication (DC) technology. Data Base/Data
Communication (DB/DC) systems will become increasingly popular,
and this trend will have the effect of increasing the
organizational visibility of data base systems.

An important area of research in distributed data base
systems is logically integrated but physically distributed data
bases. The technology necessary to develop a system with these
characteristics is not available today. Another area of research
presently under active investigation is the problem of
integrating heterogeneous data bases.

Lee Holcomb, from the Office of Aeronautics and Space
Technology (OAST), gave a presentation on the NASA End-to-End
Data System (NEEDS) Program. NEEDS has been supporting for the
past 6 months an internal study of the goals and objectives of
the program from an Agency-wide perspective.

Some of the drivers of the NEEDS program are the
requirements to facilitate multidisciplinary studies and to
improve the quality and understanding of the data.

The NEEDS program intends to respond to the anticipated
characteristics of missions during the next decade or two. These
characteristics include a growth in the number of orbiters
launched and in the data rates (1/2 to 1 gigabit/second from 50

M 

egabits/second in individual instruments) and volumes (growing
to 10 13 bits). Other requirements are a growing interest in real-
time control of the instruments, and a requirement for reduced
delivery times.

The focus of NEEDS Phase II was the front-end of the End-to-
End Information System. NEEDS Phase III intends to address the
back-end (archival and distribution) problem. Phase III of the
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NEEDS program will start in 1981.

Mr. Holcomb explained the requirements for the program, and
identified eight top-priority tasks that are the key areas for
NEEDS Phase III:

(1) Standard interfaces and protocols.

(2) Data storage.

(3) Future system concepts.

(4) Data base access and data exchange.

(5) Operations cost reduction (command and control).

(6) On-board fault tolerance/reliability.

(7) High-rate data handling.

(8) High computational speed computer and high-rate data
processing.

At the present time, a detailed plan is being prepared for
each one of these areas. Mr. Holcomb also requested input from
the Panel from a technical basis on the preparation of the plan,
and indicated need for the cooperation of his office with the
OSTA office in the planning process.

Fred Billingsley, from the Jet Propulsion Laboratory,
explained the image processing problem and the way it relates to
the total system and DAMS milieu. Some image processing areas in
which DBMS technology can be useful are:

(1) Cataloging of images and software.

(2) Annotation of the data.

(3) Retrieval of the images.

(4) Processing using modular systems.

Mr. Billingsley explained that, in the future, the lack of
commonality in some image processing areas will prove to be
costly and time consuming. These areas include image data
formats and conventions, hardware-dependent executive languages,
and planning relative to the ultimate user by the agencies
involved in producing imagery.

The image processing requirements lead to a set of
development needs that Mr. Billingsley identified as:

E.,
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(1) Increased emphasis on very-large-scale integration
research and development for oomputationally expensive
image processing functions.

(2) Fundamental research to understand how partially
integrated data sets may be utilized effectively.

(3) Research into digital image data communioation, program
plan development, new technology developments,
algorithm development for data compression, and
storage and access technology.

(4) Cost/benefit studies of a multidisciplinary large
"Earth resources DBMS" approach versus the individual
discipline approach.

Dr. Cardenas pointed out that present data handling systems
use the operating system for file organization. This aproach
provides a very expensive sequential search and low data
independence. There is some research underway at UCLA on
alternative ways to speed up this sequential search.

Dr. Guy Lohman gave a short presentation on the status of
video disc technology, and explained some of the present
performance characteristics and specifications that suggest a
very promising future for this new type of storage technology.

NASA, in cooperation with an Artifical Intelligence Group at
the University of Maryland, is conducting research on knowledge-
based systems. Walt Truszkowski, from the Goddard Space Flight
Center, explained that the objective of this research activity is
to design, implement, and demonstrate a proof-of-concept system
for real-time information representation, storage, retrieval, and
manipulation based on the "frames" concept. An experimental
system is being implemented, and a limited proof-of-concept
system Is scheduled for demonstration for the last quarter of
1981.
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SECTION VIII

SE33ION 6: "WHAT HAVE WE DECIDED?"

The objective of the last session of the workshop was to
summarise the results of the three days of meetings and to agree
on a not of recommendations that the panel of the workshop would
issue as input to the planning process of the OSTA Data Systems
Program.

The session consisted of a discussion by all members of the
Panel on a set of proposals for results and recommendations
proposed by the chairman of the workshop, Dr. Guy Lohman.

The list of results and recommendations that the Panel
agreed upon appears in Sections I and II.
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Gerald M. Rnaup Goddard Space Flight Center

David D. Loendorf Langley Research Center

a .

Full addresses of organizations appear at the end of this list.

A-1



i

i"

Dr. Guy M. Lohman

Elisabeth Martin

Loren Meredith

Karen Moe

Robert Nelson

A. Newton Page

Karen Posey

Edward J. Records

Dr. Tom Renfrow

Mary Reph

John Rodgers

Paul Smith

John Son

Gael Squibb

Sam Steppel

Regina Sylton

Walt Truskowski

Jose Ure`na

Tony Villasenor

Richard B. Wachs

Barbara Walton:

Fred Wulff

Al Zobrist

Jet Propulsion Laboratory

Goddard Space Flight Center

Jet Propulsion Laboratory

Goddard Space Flight Center

Goddard Space Flight Center

Environmental Data and Information
Service, NOAH

Goddard Space Flight Center

Jet Propulsion Laboratory

Jet Propulsion Laboratory

Goddard Space Flight Center

NASA Headquarters

Goddard Space Flight Center

Goddard Space Flight Center

Jet Propulsion Laboratory

Computer Science Corporation

Goddard Space Flight Center

Goddard Space Flight Center

Jet Propulsion Laboratory

NASA Headquarters

Computer Technology Associates

Coddard Space Flight Center

NASA Headquarters

Jet Propulsion Laboratory
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OROANIZATIONS

Jet Propulsion Laboratory	 ISM Scientific Venter
4600 Oak Grove Drive	 1530 Page Mill Road

"	 Pasadena, California 91109	 Palo Altog California 94304

i	 Goddard Space Flight Center 	 UCLA
a	 Oresnbeltq Maryland 20771 	 3731 Boelter Hall

Los Angeles, California 90024
NASA Headquarters
Washington, D.C. 20546	 National Bureau of Standards

Washington, D.C. 20234
United States Oeoiegical

Survey	 National Academy of Sciences
Reston, Virginia 22092	 201 Constitution Avenue

Washingtong D.C. 20418
Langley Research Center
Hampton, Virginia 23665

Environmental Data A Infor-
mation Service, NOAH

3300 Whitehaven Street NW
Washington, L.C. 20235

Computer Science Corporation
8728 Colesville Road
Silver Springs # Maryland 20910
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