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The application of laser anemometry to the
study of flow fields in turbine engine components
is reviewed. Included are discussions of optical
configurations, seeding regiirements, electronic
signal processing, and data processing. Some
typical results are presented along with a discus-
sion of ongoing work.

INTRODUCTION

Laser anemometrl (LA)--also called laser
velocimetry (W), or laser Doppler velocimetry
(LOV), or laser Doppler anemometry (LDA)--refers
to the remote measurement of local flow velocity
wing laser light scattering. The chief virtue of
the laser anemometer as a flow measurement instru-
ment is that no physical probe is placed in the
flow field. Insertion of probes, such as Mot
probes, temperature probes, or hot wires, can
greatly alter the flow pattern under study. The
applications of laser anemometry range from map-
ping the velocity profile within blood vessels of
living animals to the measurement of atmospheric
wind velocity many miles from the instrument.

The Lewis Research Center has an extensive
program in computational fluid dynamics with the
goal of developing computer codes which will
accurately predict the detailed flow within turbo-
machinery components. Knowledge of the internal
flow conditions is very important to designers of
new high performance, fuel efficient, quiet air-
craft engines. Being able to calculate the flow
with confidence will enable a great reduction in
the amount of expensive experimental testing
needed in the development of now engine component
de.!gns. However, these new computer codes .aunt
be verified by comparing then with accurate ex-
perimental data obtained for well-defined geome-
tries. It is in this role that laser anemometry
is being extensively employed at Lewis.

In this paper we briefly review the funda-
mentals of laser anemometry. Included are dis-
cussions of single-beam and dual -beam laser
anemometers. Two applications of laser anesimetry
at the Lewis Research Center are described. The
first is a dual -beam LA designed for a compressor
rotor facility, and the second is a single-beam
system designed to measure the line-of-sight

velocity component in a turbine stator facility.
A summary of ongoing work concerned with the
application of LA to high temperature flows is
than given.

BASIC CONCEPTS

Laser anemometry uses radiation scattered by
moving objects as a means of remotely measuring
velocity. In some commonly used types of laser
anemometers the physics of the technique can be
described in terms of the Doppler effect. In
other types of laser anemometers it is more appro-
priate to consider the measurement in terms of the

.e required for the flow to move a known dis-
tance.

Doppler Effect

The physical basis for most laser anemometers
is the Doppler effect, named for Christian
Doppler, who in 1842 theorized that since the
pitch from a moving source varies for a stationary
observer, the color of the light from a star
should vary accordin7 to the star ' s velocity rela-
tive to the earth. Light reflected from an object
that is moving toward a light source, when viewed
from the source, is raised in frequency by an
amount depending on the velocity of the object.
For a receding object the frequency is lowered.

Consider a plane wave with wave vector ko
(and frequency f - kc c/2w where c is the
velocity of light) that is scattered by a particle
moving with velocity y (Fig la.). The frequency
shift of the scattered light relative to the fre-
quency of the incident light (the Doppler shift)
is proportional to the particle velocity and is a
function of the scattering angle Xs (i.e., the
angle between ke and kc). For Doppler shift
frequencies much smaller than the frequency of the
incident light, the Doppler shift is

fd - fe - fo - (1/2 n ) ( ks - ko) •y	 (1)

Single Beam LA Systems

As described above, the Doppler shift of
light scattered from a moving object in propor-
tional to the component of the object's velocity
normal to the bisector of the incident light wave
and the scattered light wave. Thus, for a back-
scatter optical arrangement such as shorn in Fig.lb,
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Fig.l. Nave vector diagram (a) general scattering
(b) single-beam backscatter configuration (c) dual-
beam configuration

the measured velocity component lies along the
propagation direction of the incident laser beam.
The Doppler shift for backscatter is given by

fd-2v/1	 (2)

where v is the target velocity component along the
beam and 1 is the wavelength of the laser light.
For visible light the Doppler shift is approxi-
mately 4 MHz/meter/sec.

Two approaches are used to measure the
Doppler shift frequency. One is a heterodyne
technique (called the reference beam technique)
where the scattered light is heterodyned with a
local oscillator signal obtained from the laser
beam on a square law photodetector. The output of
the photodetector (usually a photomultiplier tube)
contains the difference frequency between the fre-
quency of the scattered light and the frequency of
the original laser light. This difference fre-
quency is just the Doppler frequency. The hetero-
dyne detection scheme was the basis for the first
demonstration of a laser anemometer by Yoh and
Clmminsl in 1964. They measured the velocity
profile of the laminar flow of water in a circular
tube. The laser light was scattered, not from the
water itself, but from small particles suspended
in the flow. These particles, which are essential
to almost all types of laser anemometers, can be
either naturally occurring or intentionally added
material (seed material).

One difficulty in using the reference beam
approach with a backscatter geometry in turbo-
machinery applications is the large dynamic range
in the Doppler frequencies. The high flow veloci-
ties, which can approach Mach 1, result in fre-
quencies that exceed the frequency response of

commonly used photomultiplier tubes (about 200
Mss). Unfortunately, the bsckscatter geometry is
usually the only feasible geometry in most turbo-
machinery test facilities.

]Mother difficulty with heterodyne systems is
a fundamental limitation expressed by the Antenna
Theorem , 2 which states that the maximum effne-
tive receiver aperture area is limited to 12/11,
where 0 is the solid angle subtended by the probe
volume at the receiver aperture.

The second approach to analysing the scat-
tered light in a single-beam system is to use a
nigh resolution interferometer to directly measure
the Doppler shift. The interferometric approach
offers the advantages of essentially no upper fre-
quency lima+ and a larger available receiver aper-
ture. An interferometrie type laser anemometer
used to measure the radial velocity component in
an annular stator cascade will be described below.

Oval seam system

The exist common type of laser anemometer is
the dual-beam or fringe -type system. The reasons
for its popularity are its use of alignment, high
light collection efficiency, and ability to mea-
sure velocity components normal to the viewing
direction. In the dual-beam laser anemometer the
single laser beam is divided into two parallel
beams of equal intensity (Fig.lc.). The two beam
are focused at a common point. Near this point
the two beam occupy the same spatial region, and
particles passing through this region will simul-
taneously scatter light from both beam. The
scattered light that is collected by the receiving
lens (often the same lens used for focusing the
incident beams) is detected by a square law photo-
detector.

The output of the photodetector contains a
component with a frequency equal to the difference
of the frequencies of the two scattered beams.
This difference frequency is found by using
equation 1.

fd - fal - fs2 " ( 1/2a)(ko2 - %ol ) 'Y	 (3)

Because fd is independent of the direction of
the scattered light, the aperture of the receiving
lens may be of any size (i.e., the light collec-
tion solid angle is not limited by the Antenna
Theorem as it is in a reference beam system).
Also note that the difference frequency is propor-
tional to the velocity component in the plans of
the two incident beams normal to the bisector of
the beam. Written in terms the angle 9 between
the beams a-d the wavelength of the laser light 1,
this relation between the difference frequency

and velocity becc-2es

fd - (2 v sin 8/2)/1	 (4)

where v is the measured velocity component.

Fringe Model

The dual-beam laser anemometer is often ex-
plained in term of a fringe model first proposed
by Rudd. 3 In the fringe model the two inter
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setting beams are assumed to form interference
fringes. These fringes are planes with normale in
the plane of the two beams and perpendicular to
their biseetori the fringe normal is then in the
direction of the measured velocity component. The
separation between the fringes is s - 1/2 sin 0/2.
Thus, the relation between the observed frequency
and the measured velocity component is

f - v/s	 (5)

which is interpreted as the rate that the target
particle crossed the fringes. This fringe model,
although not a rigorous physical description,4
is adequate for most applications. It is also
appropriate for the dual-beam laser anemometer
using laser induced fluorescence that is described
below.

Two-Spot Systems

Another type of laser anemometer is the two-

spot, also called the dual-focus, or time-of-
flight, or laser transit anemometer . 5 In this
system the laser light is focused into two small
diameter parallel beams in the probe volumes the
beam diameters typically are about 20 micrometers
and are spaced a few hundred micrometers apart.

As a particle passes through the two beams in
sequence, the scattered light is detected and pro-
cessed to determi.:e the time of flight between the

two beams. The velocity is lien calculated from
the time and known beam spacing. This type laser
anemometer offers the potential of being able to
measure smaller particles than the dual-beau sys-
tem because the laser light is more concentrated.
However, a limitation is that in order to be mea-
sured a particle must pass through both beams;

this means that the two beams must be aligned with
the flow direction. For turbulent flow the flow

direction flectuate n and only a fraction of the
particles that pass throught the first beam will

also pass throught the second beam. This results
in a reduced data rate compared to the data rate

obtainable for laminar flow.

SIGNAL PROCESSING

The electronic processing of the signal from

the photodetector to extract the Doppler frequency
in a critical part of laser anemometers. In this
section signal processing in dual-beam laser ane-
mometers will be discussed. The Doppler fre-
quency, as discussed above, is proportional to
the velocity of the particle passing through the
probe volume.

Doppler Burst Signals

A Doppler burst occurs when a particle passes
through the prohe volume. As shown in Fig. 2a,
the burst signal from the photodetector in a dual-
beam LA, without considering noise, has the enve-
lope of the Gaussian laser beam profile with modu-
lation at the Doppler frequency. The bursts occur
at random times at an average rate that is deter-
mined by the concentration of particles in the
flow. With lightly seeded gas flows, the Doppler
bursts rarely overlap, so each may be treated in-

rig. 2. Doppler burst (a) burst signal no noise
(b) burst signal with noise

dependently. However, because of the spread in
particle sizes and because of the random nature of
the individual particle trajectories, the ampli-
tudes of the Doppler bursts are random. Further-
more, actual signals include a noise component as
shown in Fig. 2b. The noise is a result of the

discrete photon nature of light ( shot noise).
The lower error bound for the measurement of

the velocity of a single particle is found using
maximum likelihood estimation. methods 6 to be
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This expression was derived for the case where the
background light amplitude f o is larger the peak
Doppler burst amplitude. It shows that the error
becomes smaller for lower velocities v, larger
light scattering cross sections o, higher laser
power Pl, smaller probe volume diameters 2wo,
larger solid viewing angle R, and a larger number
of fringes N. Also, h is Planck's constant, c is
the velocity of light, and n is the quantum effi-
ciency of the photodetector.

Since each Doppler burst measurement gives

the instantaneous velocity, it is necessary to
take many individual measurements (often 1000 or

so-a) to obtain the statistical parameters such as
mean and standard deviation that describe a turbu-
lent flow.

The rake of measurements of the individual

particles in the flow is very important because it
determines the type of information obtainable from

,
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the measurements as well as the experimental rm
time. for example, if turbulent scale and power
spectra are to be determined, the data rate must
be high enough so that a significant fraction of
the times between the measurements is less than
the Nyquist sampling period. (Because of the ran-
dom sampling times, the maim data rate does not
need to be greater than the Nyquist rate.) On the
other hand, sampling at rates in excess of the
correlation time of the flow does not give inde-
pendent sample/ y

/peetrum Analysis

The signal may either be processed in the
frequency domain or in the time domain. TM sim-
plest method to determine the Doppler frequency is
to use a spectrum analyser. A conventional swept
frequency spectrum analyser was used in such of
the early work. Nowever, because it only has a
single narrow bandpass filter, it is an ineffi-
cient burst processor. A real-time spectrum ana-
lyser, such as a filter bank, provides a such more
efficient means of processing the Doppler bursts.

Counter Processors

Special purpose signal processors that oper-
ate in the time domain have been developed and now
are commercially available. These so called
"counter processors" operate by first high pass
filtering the Doppler burst to remove the low fre-
quency component of the burst, and then measuring
the frequency by measuring the time between the
zero crossings of a fixed number of cycles. These
processors use the amplitude of the burst to en-
able the time interval measurement circuitry so
low level noise is not measured. The accuracy of
the time interval measurement, which determines
the ultimate accuracy of the measurement of the
frequency of a single burst, typically is 1 nano-
second. The maximum burst processing rate is
usually set by the associated data acquisition
equipment) using DMA, rates in excess of 200,000
measurements per second can be realized. However,
the actual rate achievable in experiments is
usually set by the concentration of particles in
the flow. In most gas flow experiments the
natural particulates do not have a high enough
number density to provide the desired data rate,
so additional particulates are introduced into the
flow. This is commonly referred to as seeding the
flow.

SEEDING

Although the physical parameter of interest
is usually the fluid velocity, it is actually the
velocity of small particles suspended in the flow
that is measured with a laser anemometer. In
order to identify the particle velocity with the
fluid velocity, which is thu usual assumption, the
particle must accurately follow the action of the
fluid. This ability of the particle to "follow"
the flow is determined by its size and mass den-
sityn small particles with low mass density are
desirable. However, the intensity of the scat-
tered light is a strong function of the size of
the particle as well as its refractive index. The
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Fig. 3. Influence of particle size on particle
tracking in oscillating flow field. Particle mass
density, 1 g/em3 j maximum gas velocity,
15.2 a/see

problem thus faced by the laser anemometrist is to
select particles small enough to follow the flow,
but large enough to scatter sufficient light to
allow the accurate measurement of the particle's
velocity. An indication of the size of particles
needed is given by Fig. 3 which shows the fre-
quency response of particles in an oscillating
flow. The particles used in laser anemometry in
turbomachinery typically have diameters of about 1
micrometer. Either liquid or solid aerosols may
be used depending on the application. Liquid
aerosols, such as mineral oils or silicone oil,
are easily produced and are commonly used for low
temperature applications.

When particles with accurately known sizes
are needed, polystyrene latex spheres are often
used. For high temperature applications, where
liquid aerosols cannot survive, solid refractory
materials such as metal oxides are used. Commonly
used refractory seed materials include aluminum
oxide and titanium oxide.

LASER INDUCLD FLUORESCENCE

The phenomenon of laser induced fluorescence
is used in some applications where laser light
scattered from surfa:es near the desired measure-
ment point causes a decrease in the signal-to-
noise ratio, which consequently limits how close
measurements can be made to the surface. With
this technique, a fluorescent seed material is
used, which when irradiated by laser light at one
wavelength, radiates at a longer wavelength.S
An optical filter placed in the receiving optics
is used to block the light at the original laser
wavelength whi),a passing the longer wavelength
fluorescent radiation. This technique is used for
cold flow studies at Lewisn one application is
discussed in the Applications section.
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Fig. 5, Block diagram of complete anemometer for
compressor rotor

development of software is a major part of the
system development.

Dual Beam Fringe Type Lit for Compressor Facility

Fig. 4. optical layout of anemometer for
compressor rotor

APPLICATIONS

Two specific applications of laser anemometry
in turbomachinery studies at the Lewis Research
Center will be described. one is the supping of
the velocity in a single stage transonic compres-
sor rotor facility using a dual-beam fringe type
laser anemometer. The other is the measurement of
the radial velocity component in an annular tur-
bine stator cascada facility using an single-beat.
system with an optical interferometer.

General Approach

The general approach that has been taken in
the design of laser anemometer systems for turbo-
machinery facilities at Lewis can be summarized as
follows:

1) Use window designs that do not affect the
flow under study; this sw a ns that windows must be
curved to match the contou.- of the test rigs such
curved windows introduce -stigmatism into the
optical system which can either be minimised by
making the windows thin, or can be compensated for
by using auxiliary optical components.

2) Keep the optics as simple as possiblei
this has included using only single velocity com-
ponent measurements (optics are mechanically
rotated to obtain other components); also, all
optics and the laser are mounted on a single rigid
plate, which is moved to position the probe volume

3) Use rapid data acquisition equipment and
computerized control of optics positioning: mini-
computers are used for these functions, and the

This laser anemometer system was designed to
map f:jw velocity within the rotor passage of a
transonic compressor rotor. An Lh was selected
for this application because, in addition to the
usual flow interfL-ence problems, it is only with
extreme difficulty that probes can be used to mea-
sure the flow within rotating components. Bystem
design emphasized rapid and efficient data acqui-
sition under computer control.

The optical layout of the dual-beam system is
shown in Fig. d. It is an on-axis backscatter
system that uses the 514.5 nm line of an argon-ion
laser. As discussed above, the particular compo-
nent being measured lies in the plane of the two
beams and is perpendicular to the bisector of the
beams. Thus, any component in the axial-
tangential plane can be measured with this system
by rotating the splitter to the desired angle.
Fluorescent seed particles coupled with an orange-
pass optical filter in the receiving optics reduce
detection of unwanted scattered light. This
allows measurements near the rotor hub and casing
window.

A simplified block diagram of the complete
system is shown in Fig. 5. Velocity measurements
occur randomly along the measured circumferential
path since a measurement depends upon a seed par-
ticle passing through the probe volume. At any
given time, the system accepts measurements from
any of 1000 sequential angular positions along
this circumferential path. The ,position informa-
tion for each velocity measurement is provided by
an electronic shaft angle encoder that was devel-
oped for this system. When a measurement is
obtained, the particle velocity and the rotor
position are recorded and processed by the mini-
computer. In this way, velocity measurements are
accumulated along a circumferential path. A com-
plete velocity map is obtained by determining
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veloc y profiles at a sequence of axial and
radial positions. Details of this system are
found in reference 9.

Eecause the dual-beam LA measures only veloc-
ity components transverse to the optical axis, the
radial velocity component is not directly measured
with this system.

Single Beam LA for Turbine Stator Rig

In this laser anemometer the single-beam
optical system shown in Fig. 6 was used to measure
the radial component in the annular stator cascade
shown in Fig. 7. The optical system has both the
axis of the incident beam and the axis of the
receiving optics at a 3 degree angle to the axis
of the focusing lens. This near backscatter
geometry results in a Doppler shift frequency pro-
portional to the velocity component along the
optical axis, which is in the radial direction of
the stator.

The scattered light is passed through a con-

focal Fabry-Perot interferometer operated in a
scanning mode. This is the optical analog of a
swept frequency rf spectrum analyser. The system
also includes an acousto-optic modulator (Bragg
cell) used to generate a reference signal offset
from the laser frequency by 78 MHz. Figure 8
shows typical spectra taken inside the stator
passage. The spectra shown in Figs. Ba and Bb are
for unseeded and seeded flow, respectively. The
unseeded spectrum shows two peaks: the peak on the
left is due to the non-Doppler shifted laser light
scattered from surfaces located neAr the probe
volume, and the peak on the right is due to the
frequency shifted light from the Bragg cell. The
seeded spectrum in Fi g . 8b shows the Doppler
shifted light as well as the non-Doppler shifted
and Bragg shifted peaks.

Note that because the radial velocity compo-
nent is small, the Doppler shift is also small;
and the Doppler shifted light from the seed parti-

cles overlaps the nor.-Doppler shifted light. The
difference between the seeded and unseeded spec-
tra, which contains the desired information, is
shown in Fig. 8c. The Doppler shift here is about
25 MHz, which corresponds to a radial velocity
component of about 6 m/sec. Note that the flow at
this locaticn is predominately in the axial-

Fig. 7. Turbine stator showing cutout for laser

window
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Fig. B. Optical spectra for single-beam anemometer
taken in stator passage (a) no seeding (b) with
seeding (c) difference of seeded and unseeded
spectra
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tangential planes previous measurements made with
a dual-beam LA gave an axial-tangential velocity
magnitude of 185 m/sec.

For larger radial velocity components the
peak caused by the Doppler shifted light will be
separated from the non-Doppler shifted peak, and
thus will be easier to analyse then the example
given here.

Details of this system are found in reference
10.

ONGOING MORX

Current work is concentrated in two areas.
One objective is to develop a system that combines
a dual -beam LA with a single-boas LAs the combined
system will be able to measure all three cosmo-
nents in turbomachinery from a single viewing
direction. This system will be used in toots of
new turbine stator designs 'hat have curved end
walls. These stages will ha• re large radial veloc-
ity components, and data taken with the combined
LA system will be used to verify new 3D ccmputer
codes.

The second area of work is to develop laser
anemometer system for use in high temperature
turbine facilities. The laser anemometer is the
ideal instrument for such studies in hostile envi-
ronments because of its non-intrusive nature.
Mork is being done to extend the techniques
developed for cold flows to the high temperature
regime. lfie main effort is to develop windows
capable of withstanding the high temperature envi-
ronment and to find appropriate seed materials and
methods of goner&tion. Also, the effect of the
hot turbulent flow on the operation of the optical
system is under study.
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