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9.6A SUMMARY OF PROGRESS AT THE POKER FLAT OBSERVATORY IN ALASKA

o

B. B. Balsley

Aeronomy Laboratory
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Boulder, Colorado 80303

. A description of the status of the Poker Flat MST Radar as of early 1983
is included in the 1983 MST Workshop Proceedings (HANDBOOK FOR MAP, VOL. 9).
The following paragraphs bring that report up to date.

The Observatory continies to operate in a continuous data-taking mode, ex—
cept for a three-week planned campaign experiment concurrent with the STATE
rocket program during June 1983.

Constuction of the digital preprocessing system mentioned in the last
status report is all but complete, This additional improvement should be oper-
ational by late summer. )

The possibility of steering the array also mentioned in the last status
report is being investigated., A project is underway to electronically steer
the one-quarter 'vertical" section of the array. Steering will be in finite
steps within about *5° of vertical. Successful testing of this modification
may lead to eventually steering the entire array in this manmner.

Data analysis of the data base (now more than four years in length con-
tinues with well over one dozen extramural scientific groups participating.

A partial list of this year's publications using Poker Flat results (i.e.,
only those publications coauthored by NOAA's Aeronomy Lab Scientists) is in~
cluded below.
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