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T.M. Schaidt: STRUCTURE AND PHYSIOLOBY OF BEGSIATOA
AND THIOTHRIX

Beggiatoa and Thiothrix are genera of filamentous,
colorless, sulfide-oxidizing bacteria. These organisas are
microaerophilic, oxidizing sulfide to sulfur in the presence of
oxygen. The sul fur accumulates in intracellular sulfur globules - the
outstanding morphological feature of these bacteria. Some strains are
able to furthsr oxidize the sulfur to sulfate aercbically or reduce
the suléur to sulfide anaerabically. This metabolic versatility makes
these bacteria important links in aquatic sulfur cycles.
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Teble I-3. Morphological and physiological comparison of
Thiothrix, Beggiatoa, and Thioplaca.
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