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The Early Works of Natsume Soseki's Chinese Poetry
— Focusing on the Scenic Descriptive Expression —

Mamiko KURODA

Abstract

Soseki Natsume (1867-1916) left over 200 Chinese poems. For the sake of convenience, they are
divided into four periods in this paper, and it also discusses the work before studying in the UK as
the first period. As the subject of this paper, I would like to approach the essence of Soseki's poetry
through studying how Soseki’s poetry expresses nature, which is of his constant interest, and what it
means.

In the first chapter, “Water and Heaven,” the correlation between water and heaven has already
been recognized in Bulletin No. 81 of the Faculty of Letters, and discusses as a result, a vast space
that can be called cosmic has been constructed, and they are succeeded and developed the theory of
the Sheng Tang poetry of Li Po () and Du Fu (#:H).

The second chapter of this paper focuses on color expression. Soseki attaches great importance
to the colors in poetry in the “Literature Theory,” and evaluates Chinese poetry as “especially dis-
tinctive.” His Chinese poetries are also colored with rich colors, and what tendencies and natures

they have is revealed.

In the “Literature Theory,” Soseki sees color as a dualism and describes his interest in comple-
mentary colors. In the first half of this paper, I pointed out that the complementary colors of red and
green are taken as an example to symbolize the providence of nature itself from the viewpoint of

Zen, as well as the effect of vivid complementary color contrast.

In the second half, the most quoted color was “white”, and the reasons were considered. The
“white” is because of its achromatic color, and it is a tolerant color that can coexist with any color,
and it is inferred that it can embody the “absolute silence” that Soseki desires. As a result, various al-
legories such as sacred spirituality are expressed, and space-time transcendence such as going back
and forth to cosmic space, past and future becomes possible. It can be said that the characteristic of
“white” was manifested and gotten from Li Po’s poetry, and resulted in various expressions of Sose-
ki's poetry.

As mentioned above, Soseki knows the characteristics of colors and uses it effectively to de-
scribe the landscape expression. Due to the limitation of the papers, other colors will be described in

the next issue.



