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Abstract

Changes in household composition, extended kinships, and attitudes about

the family are examined for data from Taiwan area, 1973-85. Trends in household

composition, financial exchange, and attitudes toward intergenerationaI support are

documented, against modernizing social strata, and implication for fertility transi

tion theory discussed. The pace of change has been marked, but uneven, with the

tradition of co-residence of parents with a married son lagging behind strong cul

tural preferences for sons and attitudes toward support from children in old age:

While modification of attitudes occurred in each of educational stratum, aggregate

shifts are not accounted for by concomrnitant changes in societal structure. The rel

atively low fertility is now consistent with traditional values of filiality because hav

ing one son is enough for the stem family which has always been important but is

now by far the dominant form of residential extension.
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Case of Taiwan and South Africa, held at Taipei, 19-21, January, 1989.

**Director of the Taiwan Provincial Institute of Family Planning

(1)



-58- Fertility Transition and Shifting Attitudes
TowardIntergenerational Support - The Caseof Taiwan

Taiwan's net reproduction rate (NRR) fell to 1.0 in J983 and to 0.89 in 1985

and to 0.78 in 1986. In 1964, when the island-wide family planning program was

promoted, the total fertility rate was 5.10 and the net reproduction rate was 2.27.

The sustained fertility decline began earlier. In 1955 the total fertility rate was 6.55

and the net reproduction rate was 2.82. Taiwan has completed the fertility aspect of

the demographic transition during the 20 years after the intensive family planning

program was implemented.

During the process of the fertility transition, Taiwan has also experienced a

rapid social and economic development. As documented in Table 1, the Taiwan's

economy has been transformed from primarily agricultural to one of the world's

most rapidly expanding industrial economics since World War II. The rapidity of

the industrial expansion can be illustrated by the following data for the 1952-1985

period: industrial production increased by 52 times; the percentage of the labor

force involved in agriculture, forestry, and fishing decreased from 56 to 18 percent:

and per capita real income increased by nearly 6 times. At the same time motorcy

cle ownership increased from virtually zero to about one for evel)' three people,

and television ownership and access to electricity have nearly reached the saturation

level. On the other hand, education levels increased substantially, with essentially all

students completion primm)' school and going on to junior high school, 71 percent

of junior high school students went on to senior high school and 82 percent of se

nior high school students went on to higher education. Mass media and communi

cation measures also increased substantially as indicated by newspaper and maga

zine circulation and television ownership. The ratio of television sets per household

passed 1.0. Other socioeconomic indicators show that essentially all householsds

have electricity and more than 75 percent have piped water. Finally, life expectancy

is vel)' high -- at Western levels (Chang, 1988).
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Table 1. Indicators of Social and Economic Development' ,
Taiwan , 1952- 1985 ( Selected Years)

1952 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985

Economic indicators

GNP index':'':' 100 281 466 682 1100 1828

per capita real national income inedx"" 100 184 267 354 516 644

Sevubgs as percent (If national Income 5 16 24 25 33 31

Agricultural production index 100 190 230 245 289 306
Total inductr lal production index"''''''' 100 465 1104 2010 3910 5220

Percent of labor force in agriculture,

fishing, and mining 56 46 37 30 20 18

Educdtion indicator'S"

Percent or primaryschool graduatc-,
enrolling in junior high school 34 ,7 80 90 97 99

Percent of senior high school graduate",
enrolling in schools or higher education 46 68 72 79 80 80

Communicationand rranvpcrtariun

indicator's. {per 1000 population)

Daily newspaper circulation 28 53 89 142 195

Automobile.... 1 3 7 ]7 39 70

Motorcycles 0 5 48 105 223 3~2

Telephone vets ~ 13 27 69 1'8 29~

Television sets 371 883 1020 1055

Household amenities (percent)

Households served with electricitty 86.2 96 99.6 99.7 99+
Households served with piped Water 29 38.3 39 50.3 66.8 77,9

Health indicator.... (Bmh sexes)

Life expectancy at birth (male) 58.6 64.5 66.1 67,4 68.6 70.0
Caloric:'> per person pel'day 2078 2410 2662 2722 2812 2874

Reproductive variables

Total fertility rate 4825 4000 2830 251., 1885

Percent (If women 30-39 currently

using contrception 33 58 77 ~1 85

Sources: Council for International Co-operation and Development, Taiwan Statistical

Data Book, 1987, Council for Economic Planning and Development, Executive Yuan,

Republic of China, 1987; Social Welfare Indicators, 1986, Taiwan Demographic Fact

Book, various years.

** Adjusted for gain of [055 due to changed terms of trade and at constant price for 1981.

*** Includes manufacturing, mining, electricity, gas, and water.

u= unavailable
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The rapid socio-economic development accompanying with the fertility de

clines in Taiwan provides an ideal site for the family change and some implications

for transition theory. Briefly put, the classic approach placed primary emphasis on

economic and structural changes as the preconditions for fertility decline. Increased

industrialization and urbanization led to changes in the functions of the family and

the utility of children, diminishing their economic value and raising their cost, while

at the same time increasing the likelihood of their survival. The result was a desire

to limit family size and fertility decline.

The theory has recently been challenged by a number of studies. A research

based on better data indicated that almost simultaneous declines in European coun

tries in the nineteenth century differed greatly in industrialization, and urbanization

(van de Walle, E., and J, Knodel 1980). Evidence from Indonesia, Thailand, and

Sri Lanka indicates fertility declines in populations that are still poor and rural. (

Freedman et at., 1980. Knodel and Dcbavalya, 1978. Fernando, 1976). Knodel sug

gests that legitimation of the idea of family limitation and the acceptance of com

traception may have indepludeut causality, and may occur in advance of structural

changes.

These developments suggest that new insights on individual familial relation

ships and values during the course of socio-econmomic development are necessary.

Indeed, family organization and change during process of modernization has not

been adequately examined in specific settings. Nor has its application to a variety of

family transitions and its implications for fertility transition been conclusively

demonstrated (Thornton and Tricke, 1987). As such. explanations of family change

that invoke abstract processes of industrialization, urbanization, economic growth,

and educational expansion as the causes of family and demographic change often

fail to specify mechanisms and causal links (Goode, 1970, ]982). The main reason

is that most of the empirical work on the demographic transition has related

changes in macro-structural characteristics to fertility changes, usually with assump

tions that changed familial organization and functions led to family limitation, be

cause data about the extent and sequence of familial changes were lacking. (
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Freedman, 1979). Data gathered in Taiwan in 1973, 1980. and 1986 can document

that pace and relative timing of a number of changing intergenerational relation

ships during a key period of socio-economic change.

A major problem posed in this papcr is whether shifting intergcncrational

support and its related suitudes occurring during the recent period of the rapid so

cia-economic development arc primarily a function of the changing social structure,

for example, the shifts in the population in education, groups that accompany de

velopment. That is , are familial changes chiet1y confined to the leading, more

modernized sectors, with broadly based changes depending on growing numbers in

the more educated classes? or do shifting intergenerational support and its related

attitudes rapidly permeate all sectors of the population?

The above research problems will be examined by using micro data collected

in Taiwan. Prior to doing the empirical analysis, the related preliminary studies and

substantive hypotheses will be reviewed and stated first, and then take up a docu

ment of the changes in the intergenerational support and its related attitudes occur

ring in the educational strata, their relative timing and pace, and the importance of

cultural factors on the varying pace of change. The relative int1uence of structural

changcs will be examined though standardization to separate the effects of the shift

in societal structure from other factors.

Preliminary Studies and Substantive Hypotheses Opti

mal Development of Natural Environments

The traditional Chinese family of the past has been characterized with ex

tended living arrangements. At the early stage of demographic transition, high

mortality often intervened to prevent large extended households, but the extended

family was the ideal or normative pattern of the Chinese people (Hsu, 1948, GaIJin

, 1966: Cohen, 1976). Further more, migration due to social or economic reasons

may have led to younger couples leaving their parental home, but they usually lived
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with their parents, when they got married (Freedman, 1982; Chang, 1987). When

parents were getting old, they expected to live with one or more of their married

sons.

Unlike the pattern in many Western European societies, Chinese parents in

the traditional society typically arranged for the marriages of their children before

they were economically independent (Cohen, 1976; Watson, 1985). Also, children

were educated and involved in the family and seldom worked .or lived with other

families (Barclay, 1954). If they worked elsewhere, they usually contributed their in

come to their parents (Thornton et.al., 1984). Because children were socialized and

employed within the family, had their marriages arranged by their parents, married

fairly young, and usually began married life with the husband's parents, parents

shaped the lives of children well into adulthood. The strong Chinese reverence for

ancestors and the emphasis upon obedience and loyalty to one's elders also en

hanced parental control (Hsu, 1948; Wolf, 1975).

The traditional Chinese familial networks also supported high fertility loyalty

and reverence for the elderly was related to resource flows from the younger to the

older generation, with the pro-natal influence hypothesized by Caldwell (1982). The

older generation's authority ensured that the younger generation conformed to their

desires (Thornton et. aI., J986). The strong patrilineal nature of Chinese societies

also supported a preference for sons, which can lead to higher fertility (Chang et al

., 1981, 1987). As a result of these factors, the total fertility rate in Taiwan was ap

proximately six as recently as the 1950's,

As indicated previously, the rapid socio-economic development in Taiwan

during the past several decades has transformed important activities previously con

ducted mainly within family units, such as production, consumption, education, and

coresidcnce, to be shifted increasingly to nonfamilial institutions such as schools,

factories, and dormitores, Such a transformation has implications for family struc

ture and demographic behavior. Change in marital pattern is especially inportant.

The marriage system in Taiwan has cnvolved from a parental run system to a sys

tem involving both parents and children. There is evidence that it is rapidly becorn-
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ing a child-run system. For example, whereas about 70 percent of the marriages of

women born in the 1930s were arranged mostly by the parents, about 15 percent of

women in the late 1950s were arranged mostly by the parents (Thornton ei.al., 1984)

. A rapid increase in premarital sexual activity and premarital pregnancies has ac

companied this shift. Approximately 30 percent of the most recent cohorts of young

women entering marriage report per-marital sex, and about 20 percent report a

premarital pregnancies (Thorton ct. al., 1984; Lin, 1987). Age at marriage has also

gone up dramatically, increasing for women from approximately, age 18 around

1900 to almost 25 in 1986.

On the other hand, however, some other aspects of family relationships have

changed slowly during the period of the rapid socio-economic development in Tai

wan. Co-residence of a married couple with the husband's parents remains an im

portant aspect of family life despite the increase in the prevalence of nuclear

households over time in Taiwan. For example, the percentage living in a nuclear

household rose among the married couples rose from 43 percent in 1973 to 56

percent in 1985. Of couples with a parent available for co-residence, about 35 per

cent were in nuclear family in 1973, 43 percent in 1980, and 51 percent in 1985 (

Weinstein et. al., 1988). Further more, for those who do not live with the husband's

parents, couples are often linked to them by the exchange of visits and frequency of

visiting did not change greatly. For daughter who worked before marriage, the

proportion of workers giving most of their earnings to their parents has remained

essentially stable (Thornton et. al., 1984) At the same time, the percentage of abult

Taiwanese expecting to live with or to be supported by their sons in old age has

declined (Coombs and Sun, 1981; Chang, 1987).

Sociological theory suggests that industrialization and urbanization affect liv

ing arrangements and household composition after marriage (Freedman et. aI., 1982)

. Our previous work in Taiwan has shown that coresidcntial relationships were very

common in· the early stage of demographic tranistion. In the later stage of the

demographic transition, however, as just mentioned, the prevalence of such rela

tionships diminished between 1973 and 1985, but even in 1985 it was stilI true that
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co-residence of a married couple with the husband's parents continues to be an im

portant aspect of family life in Taiwan. In the similar vein, it is expected that the

prevalence of intergenerational support may modify somewhat, but is still an im

portant intergenerational relationship because of the absence of social security sys

tem for the elderly and many of them have to rely on financial support from adult

children.

In contrast to the hypothesis regarding to changes in intergenerational sup

port, the attitude toward this aspect of familial relationships may have undergone

dramatic change for two reasons. The more rapid socio-economic development has

taken place in the past two decades in Taiwan. The pace of change accelerated

markedly in the seventies and eighties. As indicated previously, education levels in

creased sharply, and the network of communication and transportation widened.

There also was an accompanying shift from previously agricultural to heavily

nonagricultural employment, with increased emphasis on urban life. These changes

have drawn increasing numbers into social and economic relationships that would

modify attitudes toward intergenerational support needed in earlier traditional local

and familial forms. On the other hand, the Taiwan's fertility rate has reached under

replacement level. Such a low fertility level may be associated with shifting attitudes

toward intergenerational support which was an important factor leading to high fer

tility in the traditional Chinese society.

In sum, in this paper it is hypothesized that attitude changes in intergenera

tional support would be faster than that of the actual changes in this aspect of fa

milial relations. The idea is to test whether the Taiwan's fertility transition was re

lated to changes in the flow of resources between the generations and its related

attitudes. As Caldwell (1976) argues, resource flows between the generations in

many pretransition society seem to be from the younger to the older generation,

with built-in motivations for high fertility. Although Caldwell seems to stress the

importance of intergenerational resource tlows to older men, Cain (1982) shows

that it is just as rational for women to desire children for their social security values.

School enrollment simultaneously removes children from productive activity in the
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family and increases the family resources spent in their upbringing. With this shift

in the direction of resource tlows, it is expected that attitudes toward intergenera

tional support would be modified dramatically.

The Dataand Relevant Variables

The present analysis is based on data from three island-wide interview sur

veys conducted by the Taiwan Provincial Institute of Family Planning in 1973, 1980,

and 1986. Each of the three surveys was based on probability samples chosen to

represent all the married women in the childbearing years in Taiwan, except for the

few townships (30 out of 361) in which most of Taiwan's small aborigine popula

tion lives. Since the three surveys are strictly comparable only for women in the age

groups 20-39, the present analysis is restricted to this age range. All of the inter

views largely concerned fertility and fertility - related behavior, but included a

broad array of background, family structure, and attitudinal variables thought to be

important in understanding Taiwanese fertility. From the nature of the traditional

Chinese kindship relationships as indicated previously, the study on shifting inter

generational support and its related attitudes should deal with the living arrange

ments of older parents, financial exchanges and visiting. However, this issue has

been documented by two recent studies from Weinstein et. ai., (1988), and Chang (

1987). To provide the general picture of changes in the living arrangements of

older parents, and financial support from married sons, they will be quoted from

these two articles. With regard to attitudes toward intergcncrational support, the

more important variables related with fertility are those adhered to filial piety, de

pendence on sons for support in old age, for performance of religious rituals for

parents and ancestors, and for continuation of the paternal line. To measure these

attitudes, three questions were asked in the Taiwan KAP Surveys conducted in 1973,

1980, and 1986. They are listed as follows:

1. What means of financial support do you think you and your husband might
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have when you get old?

2. How important to you is it that your family have a male heir?

3. If you had desired number, but no boys, would you try to have more?

These traditional Chinese attitudes still prevailed at the beginning of the rel

atively recent and rapid modernization period, it could be reasonably expected that

the attitudes underlying the strong Chinese family system would be modified as

modernization introduces changes in life patterns. However, prior to doing this un

dertaking, the trends in living arrangements of older parents, visiting and financial

exhanges will be examined first.

Changing Intergenerational Support and its Related At

titudes

Living Arrangements of older Parents

On an associative basisl1) , 70 percent of the husband's parents (Taiwanese)

were living with a married son in 1985 -- a decrease from 83 percent in 1973 and

77 percent in 1980 (Table 2). Parental co-residence was almost entirely on the pa

trilineal principle. Only 12 of the husbands' parents in the entire sample were living

with a married daughter. Three-quarters of the parents living alone had two or

more married sons with whom they might have lived.

Despite the decrease in parental co-residence, the expectation for co

residence is still very strong. Eighty-seven percent of the respondents whose hus

bands' parents were living alone expected that those parents would live with them

or with one of the husband's married brothers when they were older.

In Table 2 those parents of the husband who were not living with a married

son are classified as "living alone." This is on the assumption that the traditional

Chinese familial values of filiality make this normative living arrangement. In 1985

we determined for the first time whether such "living aolne'' cases were, in fach, liv

ing with a married daug,!ller. This turned out to be the case for only 1 percent of
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all the parents (4 percent of those living alone). The ratio between co-residence

with a married son and a married daughter was 57-to-one on an associative basis

and 51-to-one on an economic basis. Taking this into account by redefining the

category as living with a married child (rather than with a married son) increases

the percentages only slightly.

The 1985 survey did not ask directly whether parents not living with a mar

ried child were living with an unmarried child. However, all those respondents with

husband's parents not living with a married child were asked why they were living

alone. In response to a list of possible reasons, 36 percent of such respondents said

that it was because the parents were living with an unmarried child. This is a min

imum estimate, since for some of the parents living with an unmarried child the re

spondent may have given another reason, such as inadequate housing facilities.

On the basis of the two additional items of information (co-residence with a

married daughter or living with an unmarried child), we estimate that 81 percent of

the husband's parents were living with a child (married or unmarried) on an asso

ciative basis and 80 percent on an economic basill
.

Chang (1987) has shown that if both the husband's parents are alive they are

less likely to live with a married son than if only one parent is alive. The older the

parents, the more likely they are to be co-resident. Chang's analysis, based on the

same 1985 survey we use in this article, included married respondents up through

age 49, so it included more older parents than our analysis. The increasing co

residence with the age of the parents is consistent with a life-cycle pattern involving

co-residence for various periods of time from the time of marriage of the married

son and a return to co-residence late in life for many of the parents who lived

alone for a time. Since the fathers are older and have higher mortality than the

mothers, even at comparable ages, a substantial majority of the co-resident older

single parents are mothers.
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Table2. Living Arrangements of Husband's Parents and Married Sons on an Economic or
Associative Basis, by Availabilityof Married Brothers by Whether R Lives in an
Extended Unit, by Ethnicity, Taiwan, 1973, 1980, and 1985.

Economic bavlv" Associative basis.....

Parents' status All ethnic group'

1973 1980 1985

Taiwanese

1973 1980 1985

All ethnic groups

1973 1980 1985

Taiwanese

1973 1980 1985

Live: with R"'''''''

Bh available

Bh unavailable

Live with Bh

R ill nuclearunit

R in extended unit

Live alone, Bh available

R in nuclear unit

R in extended unit

Live alone, Bh unavaila

R in nuclearunit

R in exatendcd unit

Live with Rand Bh

Total percentage

Tatal N

Percent of Ph........ who live

with a married 1;)00 in this

38.9 36.3

20.3 20.9

18.6 15.4

233 24.7

21.5 22.9

1.8 1.8

19.3 22.9

18.2 21.5

1.1 1.4

9.8 8.8

8.8 8.8

1.0 0.0

8.7 7.3

100.0 100.0

4,067 3,087

33.0

20.0

13.0

28.1

26.5

1.6

23.8

22.3

1.5

9.5

8.8

0.7

5.6

100.0

39.5 35.8

20.5 21.0

19.0 14.8

23.8 25.6

21.9 23.R

1.9 1.8

19.3 22.9

18.4 21.8

0.9 1.1

8.5 8.2

8.5 8.2

0.0 0.0

8.9 7.5

100.0 100.0

3,903 2,781

33.4

20.6

12.8

28.5

27.0

1.5

23.5

22.2

1.3

8.7

8.1

0.6

5.9

100.0

2,460

39.0 36.7

19.3 20.5

19.7 16.2

22.9 24.7

20.0 22.2

2.0 2.5

10.2 16.1

8.6 14.1

1.6 2.0

8.7 8.0

7.5 8.0

1.2 0.0

19.2 14.5

100. 100.0

4,06 3,089

35.2

21.5

13.7

26.3

24.2

2.1

21.0

20.0

1.9

8.8

8.1

0.7

7.8

100.0

2,707

39.6

19.2

20.4

23.3

20.4

2.9

10.0

8.6

1.5

7.2

72

0.1

19.8

100.0

3,903

36.0

20.3

15.7

25.6

23.1

2.5

15.9

14.3

1.6

7.4

7.4

0.0

15.1

100.0

2,783

35.4

22.0

13.4

26.9

24.9

2.0

21.7

20.0

1.7

8.0

7.4

0.6

8.0

100.0

2,460

or another household 70.9 68.3 66.8 72.1 68.9 67.8 81.1 75.9 69.3 82.7 76.7 70.2

**

***

Pertinent relatives eat and live together.

Pertinent relatives eat and/or live together. All economic units are also associative.

R=respondent, Bh=husband's married brother(s) ; Ph =husband's parentfs)

Source: Maxine Weinstein, Te-hsiung Sun, Ming-cheng, Chang and Ronald Freedman,

Household Composition, Extended Kinship, and Reproduction in Taiwan, unpub

lished paper, Draft-B September, 1988.
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Visiting and Financial Exchanges

Couples who do not live with the husband's parents often are linked to them

by the exchange of visits or by gifts of monel l
. Not surprisingly, the frequency of

visits depends on the distance between the homes of the respondent family and

that of the parents. Among the 26 percent who lived in the same neighborhood, 72

percent saw each other daily, 88 percent at least several times a week, and 94 per

cent at least once a week. Among the 18 percent who lived elsewhere in the same

city or township, 19 percent saw each other daily, 39 percent at least several times a

week, and 59 percent at least once a week. Those living at greater distances from

each other but within Taiwan exchanged visits much less frequently -- 16 percent

once a week or more, 5 percent several times a month, and 51 percent less than

once a month.

Frequency of visiting did not diminish between 1980 and 1985. Among cou

ple living in the same township or city, 68 percent exchanged visits at least several

times a week in 1985. and 64 percent in 1980. Both of these figures are less than

the 80 percent reported in 1973.

The respondent couple exchanged visits with the husband's parents much

more often than with the wife's. Much, but not all, of this difference was a result

of living closer to the husband's parents even when not co-resident, a traditional

aspect of Chinese patrilocality. Twenty-six percent of the husband's and 14 percent

of the wife's parents lived in the same neighborhood as the respondent couple. A

larger percentage (25 percent) of the wife's parents (but only 18 percent of the

husband's) lived elsewhere in the same city or township. Fifty-six percent of the

husband's and 61 percent of the wife's parents were at greater distances from the

respondent couple. Much of the difference in distance from the two sets of parents

arose from the fact that, among those living in the city or township, the husband's

parents were more likely to be in the same neighborhood.

Overall, 44 percent of the husband's parents and 31 percent of the wife's ex

changed visits at least once a week. The frequency of visits with the husband's par-
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ents was greater than with the wife's in each of the three distance categories (same

neighborhood, same city/township, elsewhere in Taiwan), but the visiting links to

the wife's parents were not inconsiderable. For example, among those living any

where within the same township or city, the frequency of visiting at least once a

week was 80 percent for the husband's parents and 63 percent for the wife's.

In 1985, 87 percent of the respondents reported giving money to the hus

band's parents -- 42 percent regularly and 45 percent occasionally. These figures are

close to those reported in 1980 and higher than those for 1973. Giving to the wife's

parents is much less frequent: only 4 percent gave regularly and 48 percent occa

sionally. Only 1 percent of the respondents reported getting money regularly from

the husband's parents and 8 percent occasionally. The size of such occasional gifts

may be substantial in some cases, given both the prosperity of Taiwan and reports

of the frequency of many familial businesses that have done very well.

While we have no data on the amount of money involved in gifts from the

respondent to the husband's parents, they could not have been very large in most

cases. Amant the respondents reporting such gifts, only 4 percent said that the giv

ing affected their own standard of living "very much" and 27 percent asid "some

what," The effect on the parents' standard of living was greater: 18 percent of the

respondents said the effect was very much and 41 percent said that it had "some"

effect. When asked about the purpose of the gifts, 46 percent said it was to help

the parents with regular living expenses, 28 percent said the parents could have "ex

tras," and 27 percent as a remembrance on special occasions.

Some of the more important financial relationships are proably not represen

ted in these reports of regular or occasional gifts of money. Participation in the

family estate at the time of familial division of property (fenchia) and participation

in family businesses may be much more important.

Unexpectation for Living With Sons

As just mentioned, to date, the traditional Chinese family pattern has not

been greatly altered in spite of the continuing social and economic development in
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recent years. The co-residence of parents with a married son is still a common type

of living arrangements of older people in Taiwan. A great majority of parents are

living with a married son, though there is a decline in the proportion of co

residence of parents with a married son from 83 to 70 percent during the period

from 1973 to 1985. On the other hand, among those who do not live with a mar

ried son , old parents and married sons often live near each other and visit fre

quently, and married sons also contribute to the support of the household in which

their older parents live.

Nevertheless, as economic development and modernization in Taiwan arc

continuing, the extent of such living arrangements of older parents may alter in the

future. Chang (1987) indicated that there was a rapid increase in the proportion of

married women aged 20-39 not expection to live with their sons in old age from 15

to 32 percent between 1980 and 1985 in Taiwan. In 1965, this proportion was only

6 percent. The changes in either educational composition or urban-rural residence

only have small effects on these increases. Using the repression analysis, Chang (

1987) and Coombs et. ai. (1981) further indicated that composition shifts account

for little of this attitude change that occured the rate at which strata characteristics

are translated into the change in such attitudes is more important in the later years

of economic development. As such, we can anticipate more change in living ar

rangements of older parents in the future, although not necessarily value attached

10 filial obligation.

Expetation of Support in Old Age

Views on this aspect of traditional familial relationship have undergone simi

lar change. In 1973, about a half of the women looked to their children as their

primary support in old age: by 1985, this was reduced to less than one - fifth (

Table 3). A<; might be anticipated, expected source of support is negatively associ

ated with wife's educational levels (and present income). For example, in 1985. the

percent expecting to be supported by sons in old age for women with no formal

education was 44 percent against zero for those with college or more education.

(15)
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Similar pattern was found for the earlier periods, ]973 and 1980. This seems to

suggest that expected source of support is highly education dependent.

Although there have been marked changes in the expectations to be sup

ported by sons in old age during 1973 - 1985 and that the changes took place in

each eductional stratum, there were different educational levels at each period. To

be more specific, a" the economy developed and modernized, the educational com

position of marital population in Taiwan changed during the period under study.

However, as we wiII discuss later, the effect of changes in educational composition

on this attitudual changes was very small.

Table 3. Attitude toward Son Preference, Importance of A Male Heir, and Expectations
for Financial Support in Old Age by Education: Taiwan, 1973-85

q0 tryingfor more boys % importance % expecting to be supports

Wife's education
of d male heir by sons in old age

197 198 198 197 198 198 1973 1980 1985

NOl education 66 48 37 97 92 87 74 49 44
(1,467 (547) (150) (1,469 (547) (154) (1,477) (548) (150)

Primary 50 33 27 91 81 78 51 31 25
(3,183 (2,126 (1,503 (3,186 (2,121 (1,516 (3,190) (2,128) (1,514)

Junior high 31 24 19 76 71 65 19 18 11
(466) (427) (580) (467) (426) (584) (467) (427) (584)

Senior high 19 19 16 65 55 54 7 7

(298) (490) (731) (297) (489) C3S) (298) (490) (73S)

College or more
9 14 46 46 39 2 1

(106) (227) (215) (106) (227 ) (216) (106) (227) (215)

50 31 22 89 76 68 51 '7 18
Total

L,

(5,520 (3,81 7 (3,179 (5,525 (3,810 (3,208 (5,53S) (3,820) (3,202)

Standardixed rate" 50 35 28 89 81 77 51 32 27

= Number of cases

Using the 1973 educational distribution as a standard population,
(16)
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Desirability of Sons

Historically, the strong preference for sons in Taiwan has been noted in sev

eral studies (Chang et. al., 1987; Wolf, 1972). Along with declinging expectations

for living with sons, or of support in old age, the attitude toward son preference

has been also modified. The two benechmarks indicate a gradual dimination in this

preference (Table 3). The willingness of wives to exceed their desired number of

children in order to get the sons wanted changed form 50 percent in 1973 to 22

percent in 1985. Similarly, the attitude regarding the importance of a male heir also

was less frequent held in 1985 than 1980, the percentages dropping from 89 to 68

percent. Obviously, the formal attitude has a greater reduction than that of the

later one. Perhaps, this may be due to the different measurments of the cultural

values underlying the preference for sons. To be, more specific, many wives may be

perceived the importannce of a male heir, but would not want to try for a son

when they reach their desired number of children without a son because of cost of

children.

The attitude toward son preference was held then mainly by those with

lesser educational level. For example, in 1985 the proportion of wives who wanted

to try to exceed their desired number of children in order to get the desired sons

was 37 percent for those with no formal education against 7 percent for those with

college or more education. A similar pattern was found for the attitude about the

importantee of a male heir and the earlier periods. As to be discussed tile following

section, changes in the educational structural only account of a small part of the

overall reductions of such sttitudual changes. In other words, the total declines in

these familial sttitudes are largely due to the changes in the related attitude of each

educational category.

Some measure of the strength of the attitude toward sons can be obtained

from its impact on fertility behavior (Chang, 1987). For example, in 1985, 50 per

cent of the women with two children but no sons wanted additional births; only 22

percent of those with two sons did. Another, not wholly independent indicator is

found in the Willingness of wives to exceed their desired number of children in or-

(17)
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der to get the sons wanted. An extreme view is held by women who insist on trying

for two sons, regardless of the total number of children born. This attitude was less

frequent held in 1985 and in 1970. The percentage dropping from 35 percent to 2

percent.

Standardized Trends

As the economy developed and modernized, the structural composition of

the population in Taiwan changed in the period under study. For example, in 1973

only 8 percent of the married women interviewed had attained as much as junior

high school; by 1985 the percentage had almost doubled. Because many attitudes

vary with educational stratum, such shifts in composition alone can produce aggre

gate changes in attitudes toward son preference . The issue is whether the strue

tureal changes principally account for the overall changes in familial attitudes ob

served. To control for this compositional changes, the attitude rates were computed

for each year of study based on a standard population at the beginning of the pe

riod or in 1973. The changes in rates that would have obtained if the standard

composition had prevailed are then compared to the actual rate changes to deter

mined what proportion of the change observed can be attributed to the composi

tional change. These figures are presented in the last line of Table 3. In general,

the changes in the attitudes about son preference have occurred quite indepen

dently of compositional changes in population. For example, in 1985 the standard

ized rate for the attitude about the willingness to exceed their desired rate for the

attitude about the willingness to exceed their desired number of children in order

to get the sons wanted was 28 percent against 22 percent for the observed rate. The

difference (28 percent - 22 percent = 6 percent) i" regarded as the effect of the

changes in educational composition. In other wards, the substantial declines in the

attitudes under study during 1973-85 were mainly due to the int1uence from other

factors.

(18)
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Conclusion and Discussion

Our findings lead to support the hypothesis under study that shifting atti

tudes toward intcrgenerational support are greater than that of the actual changes

in this aspect of familial relations. Up to 1985, co-residence of a married couple

with husband's parents continued to be an important aspect of family life despite

Taiwan's industrialization and convergence with a Western model of consumption

and despite the increase in the prevalence of nuclear households over time. Further

more, for those who do not live with the husband's parents, couples are often

linked to them by the exchange of visits and frequency of visiting did not change

greatly. On the other hand, however, changes in expcetions for living with sons, at

titudes toward support from sons in old age, and son preference are greater than

that of actual familial relationships.

The current low fertility level in Taiwan seems consistent with traditional

familial values of filiality and tradition of co-residence of parents with a married

son. This results from several developments. Lower mortality means that fewer

children need to be born to have one surviving son. Second, given the dominant

stress On vertical rather than horizontal kinship ties, at least for co-residence, it is

only essential to have a son for the stem family which has always been important

but is now by far the dominant form of residential extension. It is also likely that

parents find lesser need for children to work in familial enterprises and greater

need for investing in the costs of educating children at the increasingly higher levels

deemed necessary.

Perhaps, due to increasingly higher costs of children education required for

modern labor market, the willingness of wives in childbbearing ages to exceed their

desired number of children in order to get the sons wanted has been becoming less

frequent over time under study. On the other hand, economic independence re

sulted from the rapid socioeconomic development seems to have an impact on the

great declines in the expectations for living with sons and financial support in old

(19)
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age, which in turn affect the changes in son preference. These traditional familial

attitudes have been related in the past to education level, but the shift of educa

tional composition toward larger proportions in better educated has not been the

principal source of the aggregate changes in these familial attitudes and values that

have taken place. The changes have taken place on a society - wide basis.

Footnotes

Pertinent relatives eat and/or live together

A study by Joan Chi-Chiung La (1987) of a sample of all Taiwan householes

based on a time series of surveys on family income and expenditures deals wity

trends in household composition from 1976 to 1985 for households with "elderly" (

65 or older) couples. This is really not comparable to the sample for our study,

since it deals with persons over 65 (instead of pare ants of women of childbearing

age )and for the most comparable table it is restricted to intact father-mother cou

ples (instead of considering husband's parents regardless of whether one or both

are still slive). Her estimate of 17 percent living alone is rather close to our 19-20

percent, after we adjust for co-residence with married daughters or unmarried chil

dren. However, this should not be taken as validation of our estimates, since (apart

from the different definition of the older generation) her data show a much

sharper decline of co-residence with married children and rather substanial increase

in the protoption living with unmarried children--reaehing 23 percent of all older

couples in 1985. This figure seems quite high for couples over 65 in view of the

fact that most Taiwanese men and women eventually marry. In 1986 at age 45-49,

91 percent of males and 89 percent of females were currently married and 95 per

cent of males and 97 percent of females were ever married (1986 Taiwan - Fukien

Demographic Fact Book (Taipei: Ministry of the Interior, Republic of China, 1987))

The results reported in this section are little different if only husband's. par-

(20)
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ents not living with any married son are considered.
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