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Vertical and horizontal: The iconography
of sacred mountains in relief stone
sculpture of Han Dynasty

Kao Li-Feng”

Abstract

Recent studies in Han iconography have focused on the icons of Fu-hsi,

Nu-kua and Hsi-wang-mu. They have uncovered the close relationships
between the icons of gods and the immortality and cosmonology-perceptions
of Han’s people. However, the icons of sacred mountains are worth of more
attentions. In this paper, we discuss the icons of sacred mountains in relief
stone sculpture of Han tomb, such as Kun-lun and Peng-lai. They had long
been seen as the representations of western and eastern paradise.. We-find that
the sacred mountains could be distinguished by their vertical or horizontal
layouts: The vertical layouts for Kun-lun and the horizontal layouts for

Peng-lai.

Key words: Kun-lun, Peng-lai, Han iconography, myth, sacred mountains,

relief stone sculpture of Han Dynasty, Hsi-wang-mu

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chengchi University
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