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The Shanghai Crisis of 1932 and the Transformation of

Nanking Government’s Japan Policy

Li Chun-Shan’

Abstract

The Shanghai Crisis of 1932 is the first test of Nanking government’s new
policy—*resist with negotiation”—to Japan. In this battle, the leaders of Nanking
experienced the inconsistency of factions, controversy of policy, choice of war-or-peace
alternative, and search of China-Japanese future. Such experience not only enriched the
leaders’ thoughts, and brought much influence to the government’s action process to deal
with Japan in the future.

And so, in the policy history of “resist with negotiation”, this crisis is the ending of
the “trial-and-error” process of Nanking government on its Japan policy from the
Mukden Incident of 1931; and also is the milestone of the concreteness of new “resist
with negotiation” policy. In the future, from the Tang-gu Agreement (1933), the Crisis of
north-China (1935), even to the time long after the Marco Polo Bridge Incident (1937),
that policy convention and alternative from Shanghai still have a great influence upon the
action process and policy-making thoughts of Nanking. This is very important for us to
analyze the meaning of this crisis.

Keywords : the Shanghai Crisis; “resist with negotiation”;

China’s Japan policy ; Nanking Government;

* Assistant professor, Department of History, National Chung Hsing University
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