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The Apparel and the Legend of Jiajiang

Lai Liang-chun®

Abstract

The article is on the one hand to interpret the symbols of the legend and the
apparel of Jiajing and also the main thoughts they express. On another hand, it
discusses how people in different status and position explain these symbols and
thoughts according to their individual needs. Then to consolidate the discuss above
to presume the reason why Taiwan Jiajiang is diversified and variable.

“Yin-yang,” “Wu-xing,” “Wu-chang,” penetrate into the apparel and the legend of
Jiajiang. These icons and elements show intensely the liminality of Jiajiang. The
origin of Jiajiang reveals that they were out of ”Yin” and “wickedness” in the
beginning. Their power then was tamed and converted into advanced power of
exorcism. Interweaving and converting the taboo and sacredness mix Jiajiang’s
duality of deity and ghost. This duality accomplishes Jiajiang’s special trans-world
ability and advanced power to suppress and expel another evil spirit to protect human
beings and make the universe in concordance.

In the process of conveying significance, the members of Jiajiang aren’t the
hostages of different materials but the active representation in the particular
background. Based on the same thesis, people in the past took the interpretation of
wu-chang to create various Jiajiang groups. Nowadays, each Jiajiang group
considers new transition in the changeable festivities. = They develop new
interpretation by using the original symbols and elements and define themselves by
their body performance and literary discuss. It’s a continual cultural construction

and also a dynamic and static interaction. Just like “yin” and “yang” don’t keep still

Professor, Department of Social Studies Education / Department of Cultural Resources and
Leisure Industries, National Taitung University.
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nor always fluctuant, but appear in the way of “wu-chang.” With this viewpoint, we

can understand Taiwan Jiajiang’s diversity, changeability and creativeness.

Keywords: Jiajiang, apparel, legend, Yin-yiang, liminality, Wu-chang
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