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Interracial Antagonism and Intimacy under the Japanese Empire:
Japanese Writer’s Representations of Taiwanese Aboriginal Revolts in the Colonial
Period

Abstract

This paper deals with four Japanese writers’ literary texts on Taiwanese
aboriginal riots, exploring how the dialectic process of “savage” and “civilization” in
these texts reflects Japan’s ambivalent position as a “colored” empire under the
shadow of the Western “discourse of civilization.” This paper focuses on the
following nest of issues: how does the intertwining of the two extremes of interracial
“antagonism” and “intimacy,” along with the intersections of race, sex, and nature
inherent in it, demonstrate the inherent ambivalence of Japanese racial discourse that
hightens the tension between colonial discourse and policy and the writer’s criticism
of which out of Primitivism.

This paper aims to show that the historical experience and traumatic
psychology of Westernization in a late, “colored” empire created complications in the
attitude of Japanese intellectuals regarding the aborigines in Taiwan. On the one hand,
as evinced in their romantic sympathy with and poetic admiration of the Taiwanese
aborigines, they imagine or long for the possibility of subjectivities other than modern
(Westernized) subject: i.e. as primitive existence closely united with nature, one’s own
racial community and tradition. On the other hand, being confined by their own
“colored” racial stance and the racial thinking of the era, they still unconsciously
replicate the inner logic and structure of Western racial discourse.

Keywords: aboriginal riots, Sato Haruo, Yamabe Katsuko, Oshika Taku, Nakamura
Chihei
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