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A Study on Chinese Characters Jia () and Shi () from

the Perspectives of Character and Anthropology

TIAN Mubhe
(Department of Anthropology and Ethnology, College of Humanities, Xiamen University, Xiamen Fujian, 361005, China )
Abstract: The Chinese character Jia( , home) contains two radicals, Mian( )and Shi( , pig). It is a vivid
manifestation of the living style of human being in the historical memory. The saying that a home (Jia, ) is
incomplete without rearing a pig (Shi, ) is the embodiment of the basic way of existence of agricultural
civilization. Based on the history of rearing pigs as livestock and domesticating them, we can find that Shi( ) is a
symbol of agricultural civilization, especially the Chinese civilization. The relationship between Jia () and Shi
() is reflected in many aspects such as diet, religion and so on.
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