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Abgract The ethnic Chinese groups (or Huazu) gradually came into being in Suth
easd Adan countries 9nce the 1950s and become a conponent part of various nations in the re-
gon. The ethnic Chinese groups in Sutheas Ada grew out of the overseas Chinese , who used
to identify with the Chinese nation. After the Sutheas Adan oountries became independent ,
the ethnic Chinese began to identify with the loca cieties in a conprehensve way. The

“ Huazu” are not an identica group as awlole in Sutheag Ada, but indead , a generd des
ignation for the ethnic Chinese groups scattered in different Southeast Asan countries. Infact ,
the ethnic Chinese groupsin Sutheagt Asan countriesfound themsalvesin quite different envi-
ronment for living and development , and their ethnic consciousness and coheson vary grikingy
in degrees with different countries. In generd , the ethnic Chinese groups in Sutheas Adan
oountries tend toward merging gradudly into the mainstream society and building their common
nation with the native people.
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