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Abdlition of the Imperial Examination Sysem and Conflict of Civilizations
LIU Hai-feng

Abgract : The Inperia Examinaion Sygem (IES is aworldfarous and highly irfluertial heritage of Chinese civilization.
The theory o governing the sate by the talented and virtuous' or* ruing the gate by the dite’ isthe rationde behind this sys
tem. Inasense, IESooud be regarded as Chind s fifth invention” . Around the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the
20th century , the atolition of IESwas an inevitable result and a typica case of the corflict of Eagern and Wegern civilizations. It
is argued that |ESwas abolished nore because of tha gecid time than because of IES s own problems, and that the alolition of
IES & the end of the Qing Dynagy under the impact o the time and higory does not mean that 1ES should be denied for ever. De
gite its numerous limitations and defects, IES played a sgnificant role in Chinese higory and made great contributions to the ad
vancement of human civilization. |ESis a cuturd heritage well worth treasuring.
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