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The Alnerican Thoroughbred 
GEORGE C. LIGHTCAP 

Class of 1941 

I N ATTEMPTING to compile this brief 
dissertation on the history and develop

ment of the Thoroughbred horse in 
America, I found myself confronted with 
an immense task. The every detail in 
the development and improvement of our 
modern racer would be impossible to in
corporate in an article as brief as this, 
and would require a knowledge and skill 
much beyond my humble capability. 
Therefore, I have attempted to enumer
ate but a few of the more pertinent 
steps concerning the development of the 
American Thoroughbred horse. I have 
cited several of the most outstanding 
men of the turf and sporting world of 
both the past and present generation. I 
have endeavored to present as accurately 
as possible, and to the best of my know
ledge the facts behind this truly great 
American enterprise. 

The United States was the first country 
outside of England to begin breeding 
horses for the turf and for their general 
improvement. Horse racing was con
ducted in Virginia a hundred years before 
the Revolutionary War and many years 
before the Thoroughbred had been in
troduced into this country. 

The first race course in America was 
"Newmarket," which was established in 
1665 at Hempstead Plains, Long Island. 
Here race meetings were held annually 
for many years. Regular race meetings 
were held in Maryland and Long Island, 
and beginning in 1815 these meetings 
were conducted systematically. 

Bulle Rock 

The first Thoroughbred horse import
ed to America was the stallion Bulle 
Rock. He was foaled in England in 
1718 and imported to Virginia in 1730. 
Virginia was then the leading supporter 
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of the Thoroughbred horse in the United 
States. Later Kentucky became and still 
continues to b,e the great center of 
Thoroughbred production in this coun
try. 

In 1798 Colonel James Hoomes of Vir
ginia purchased the great sire Diomed, 
and imported him to this country. It 
has been reported that the price paid by 
Colonel Hoomes was $5,000. Diomed 
was sired by Florize, one of the best sons 
of Herod, the great English stallion. 
Diomed has often been referred to as 
"the most impressive stallion ever landed 
on American shores." He founded a great 
family of descendants, many of which 
have been great horses in this country, 
and his blood is present in most Ameri
can Thoroughbreds of the present day. In 
1805 his most noted son was foaled, a bay 
colt which was named Sir Archy. Sir 
Archy later sired Sir Henry, a noted 
racer of his time, which was defeated by 
Eclipse on Long Island in the historic 
race between the North and the South. 
Sir Archy was also the grandsire of Bos
ton who in turn sired Lexington. Lex
ington has been termed by many the 
greatest sire of all Thoroughbred stallions 
bred in America. His get numbered 600 
and earned a total of $1,159,321. None of 
his get were quite his equal, but three of 
his sons: Kentucky, Norfolk, and Asteroid 
were all outstanding performers of their 
time. 

Imp. Glencoe 

At a later date a few other outstand
ing sires were imported to this country 
all of which have made great contribu
tions to the development of our present 
stock of Thoroughbreds. The Imp. Glen
coe, was foaled in England in 1831, and 
imported to Alabama in 1836. Many of 
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his daughters were mated with Lexing
ton, and the infusion of Glencoe blood 
vastly improved the strength, speed and 
stamina of the American racers. Before 
Glencoe was imported to this country 
he sired many notable performers in 
England. Probably the two most out
standing sires of his get were Rataplan 
and King Tom. He also sired Pocahontas, 
dam of the great Stockwell. 

Imp. Leamington, was foaled in 1853, 
and was a great-grandson of Whalebone. 
He was imported to America in 1865. 
Here he sired the noted American sire, 
Longfellow, and the great Iroquois that 
was taken to England where he won the 
Epsom Derby and many other noted 
races. 

Imp. Bonnie Scotland, foaled in 1853 
was next brought to this country. He 
sired many noted winners including Luke 
Blackburn who in 1880 set a record of 
2:34 for one and one-half miles. 

Imp. Glenelg, foaled in 1866, sired by 
Citadel, by Stockwell, was the leading 
sire of race winners in the United States 
from 1884 to 1888. 

To these truly great imported sires 
goes the major share of the credit for 
producing the blood lines of our most 
noted American sires. 

Systems of Breeding 

The breeding of Thoroughbreds in this 
country has closely followed along two 
systems of breeding with a few breeders 
tending to follow a combination of both 
systems. 

Breeding has often been described as a 
"Lottery," and to many it is often a hor
rible mystery. From the earliest days 
it has been accepted that like begets like; 
similarly that two unlikes are prone to 
produce differing types in proportion to 
the dominance or recessive qualities of 
the respective sire and dam. Very early 
breeders had accepted modern principles 
to a certain degree without realizing it. 
They crossed and recrossed the produce 
of sires and dams because they (the sires 
and dams) were successful. The early 
breeders made a lucky hit or two, and the 
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modern breeder has greatly profited by 
them. 

As stated previously the two most im
portant theories that have helped modern 
breeders the most have been the Bruce 
Lowe System of Figures, and the Mendel
ism Theory. 

Lowe's System 

In Bruce Lowe's System racehorses 
are divided into families, each family be
ing numbered, and arranged into "run
ning" or female lines, and sire lines. In 
this system it is considered that the vi
tality or nervous element of the animal 
comes from the grafting of certain lines 
upon others. Vitality is passed on in the 
female line in some cases, and in the male 
line in others, and the entire system of 
breeding to figures consists of the ming
ling of sires of the sire lines with mares 
springing from the running lines. Thus, 
each sire line and each female line has 
been given a number and by the process 
of careful selection it has been determ
ined which lines are mated to produce the 
best offspring. 

This system has been of benefit to 
breeders as it has served to determine 
the degree to which any particular race
horse is inbred, and therefore, how close
ly he can stand being bred to the running 
or sire lines. If a number occurs more 
than once close to the top of the pedigree, 
the system will show the lines can be 
followed up to their point of convergence 
in a common ancestor. The point is evi
dent that racing characteristics can be 
transmitted in the female line as well as 
the male, and it also points out which 
families reproduce their like by male or 
female. 

Mendelism 

Now let us turn to the theory of breed
ing based on Mendelism. Mendelism deals 
with the inheritance of definite differing 
characteristics by variations of the same 
breed. This theory teaches that an ani
mal is the combination of a number of 
units each of which has been inherited 
from an ancestor. 

Parents of similar character and which 
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are likely to produce offspring of 
their own character are known as homo
zygous. Parents which are not of similar 
character are known as heterozygous, and 
their offspring may resemble either par
ent; it depends upon the dominance or 
recessiveness of the sire or dam. The re
sult of heterozygous mating is that the 
offspring may be entirely pure domi
nants, may be pure recessives, or may be 
impure dominants or recessives. Domin
ance is a great force in the Mendelian 
theory, and the problem of breeding in 
the Mendelian lines is to find which are 
homozygous parents and to breed from 
them. This can, unfortunately, be achiev
ed by experiment only. It has been prov
ed that mental characteristics such as 
staying power, gameness, and fondness 
for racing, are almost invariably inherited 
in tail-female lines, while physical char
acteristics usually are handed down by 
the male line. 

Famous Breeder 

Mr. William Woodward, master of Bel
air Stud and one of the most prominent 
present day breeders, is one of the 
staunchest supporters of this theory. 
This was emphatically shown when he 
mated Jamestown with La France to pro
duce Johnstown, one of the past seasons 
best three-year-olds. Jamestown was es
sentially a sprinter and very much dis
liked to go a route. La France on the 
other hand showed much preference for 
a route and was literally outclassed in 
a shorter race. With this combination 
Mr. Woodward gained the ultimate re
sult, a horse which was adapted to go a 
route as he showed in the Kentucky 
Derby, or for a sprint as he showed in 
the Wither's Mile. 

Sire Lines 

Probably the three most successful sire 
lines developed in this country in recent 
years are those descended from: (1) Dom
ino-mostly through Peter Pan and Ulti
mus, both sons of Commando, by Domino. 
(2) Ben Brush-through his sons Broom
stick and Sweep. (3) Spendthrift-

through his son Hastings, grands ire of 
Man 0' War. 

Domino was the best horse on the 
American turf in 1893. He was unbeaten 
as a two-year-old and was retired to the 
stud at the close of his four-year-old cam
paign with his earnings amounting to 
$193,550 from nineteen victories in 
twenty-five starts. Domino is credited by 
many with making the most important 
contribution toward the development of 
the Thoroughbred in America. 

With these great sire lines as a back
ground some of the most famous Ameri
can sires were bred. These include the 
following, each of which has contributed 
to our present crop of Thoroughbreds. 

Hindoo, foaled in 1878, by Virgil out of 
a mare by Lexington who traces back to 
the imported Diomed. Hanover, foaled 
in 1884, was sired by Hindoo out of a 
mare by the imported Bonnie Scotland. 
Hanover was the leading sire of winners 
in this country from 1895 to 1898 inclus
ive. Hamburg, by Hanover was by far 
the best race horse of his day, and was 
on two occasions the premier American 
sire. Domino, foaled in 1891 and pro
claimed best on the American turf in 
1893, was sired by Himyar whose dam 
was by Lexington. Ben Brush, foaled in 
1893 was by Bramble, by the imported 
Bonnie Scotland. Broomstick, by Ben 
Brush, was leading American sire in 
1913-14-15. Commando, best son of Dom
ino, sired Peter Pan who in turn sired 
Pennant. Pennant was the sire of the 
great Equipoise. Hastings, sire of Fair 
Play (sire of Man 0' War), was by 
Spendthrift, by Imported Australian, dam 
by Lexington. To these great sires we 
can trace the blood lines of most of our 
present day Thoroughbreds. 

Sir Gallahad III 

Recent importees which have greatly 
added to the development of our modern 
Thoroughbred include Imp. Blenheim, 
Imp. Jacopo, and Sir Gallahad 3rd. Of 
the hundreds of Thoroughbred sires im
ported to this country none ever achieved 
the immediate success that attended the 
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importation of Sir Gallahad 3rd. He was 
foaled in 1920, son of Teddy, by Ajax. 
He was bred in France by Mr. Jefferson 
Davis Cohn. He raced in France as a 
two, three, and four-year-old. In the fall 
of 1925 he was purchased by Mr. Arthur 
B. Hancock, owner of Claiborne and Eller
slie Studs located at Paris, Kentucky. 
The reported price for Sir Gallahad 3rd. 
was $150,000 delivered at Claiborne. 

In 1930, with only two and three year 
olds to represent him, Sir Gallahad 3rd. 
established a new world's record when 
sixteen of his issue won forty-nine races 
and $422,200. 

Today Sir Gallahad 3rd. stands at the 
Claiborne Stud at a fee of $1,500 with no 
return. His most noted offspring is in 
all probability Gallant Fox, who in two 
seasons of racing (1929-30) started seven
teen times winning eleven races for a 
total of $341,365. This is a world's record 
for money won by a single horse in two 
seasons of racing. 

Famous Names 

If one were to compute a Who's Who of 
Thoroughbred racing he would have to 
include such American bred notables as 
the following: Man 0' War, Blue Lark
spur, Burgoo King, Head Play, Reaping 
Reward, Peace Chance, The Porter, 
Equipoise, Gallant Knight, Jamestown, 
Mate, Questionnaire, Sun Beau, Twenty 
Grand, Victorian, Whichone, Discovery, 
War Admiral, Esposa, Sea Biscuit, El 
Chico, Johnstown, Cravet, The Chief, 
Stagehand, and many others too numer
ous to mention. Each has made some out
standing contribution to the advancement 
of racing. To write in detail the history 
and achievements of each would require 
several volumes, therefore, I have merely 
mentioned them as a passing thought. 

Breeding, An Industry 
The breeding of horses for the turf in 

this country has developed from merely 
a sport into a national sporting industry. 
The turf today is in reality a national 
asset, an industry which gives employ
ment to thousands of men, and showing 
a yearly turnover of several million dol-
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lars. Aside from the breeding, training 
and racing of horses the industry has 
benefited other financial corporations 
such as railways, insurance companies, 
saddle and harness makers, feed mer
chants, clothiers and veterinarians. 

The breeding end of the industry alone 
involves millions of dollars each year. 
A few of the individual breeding estab
lishments which are responsible for a 
large percentage of our racing stock 
would have to include the following 
celebrities of the sport and the establish
ments which they represent. Each has 
done and is doing much to promote the 
development, breeding, and racing of the 
Thoroughbred in this country, and to 
them we owe much of the success for our 
present day racing conditions. They are: 

Breeding Establishments 

Mr. A. B. Hancock, Claiborne-Ellerslie 
Stud, Paris, Ky.; Mr. Henry H. Knight, 
Almahurst Farm, Nicholasville, Ky.; Mr. 
Warren Wright, Calumet Farm, Lexing
ton, Ky.; Mr. George D. Widener, Old 
Kenney Farm, Lexington, Ky., and Erden
Heim Farm, Chestnut Hill, Pa.; Mrs. 
Dodge Sloan, Brookmeade Farm, Upper
ville, Va.; Mrs. Payne Whitney, Green
tree Farm, Lexington, Ky.; Mr. A. G. 
Vanderbilt, Sagamore Farm, Glyndon, 
Md.; Mr. J. H. Whitney, Mr. C. V. Whit
ney, and Mr. H. P. Headly, Beaumont 
Farm, Lexington, Ky.; Mr. Joseph E. 
Widener Elmendorf Farm, Lexington, 
Ky.; and Col. E. R. Bradley, Idle Hour 
Farm, Lexington, Ky. 

Many owners who race on a large scale 
keep their own studs with which they 
breed the horses they race. In addition 
to these owner breeders there are those 
establishments which breed bloodstock 
for sale alone. These breeders usually 
sell their stock as yearlings at prices 
which range from a few hundred to thou
sands of dollars. Some farms maintain 
their own stallions, and others maintain 
nothing but mares, the mares being sent 
to a famous stallion for service. There is 
quite a risk involved in this procedure in 
that if the yearling does not bring as 
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much as the stallion's fee the transaction 
is a dead loss. 

When a stallion has proven his worth 
as a sire and enjoys a successful season 
or two. the breeders of his stock usually 
have their pockets filled. However, let 
him have one or two failures and it is 
certain to bring about the reverse action. 
This is usually a blessing in disguise. For 
if racing is to continue we must have good 
horses. There is always money for a 
good horse, so this is a lesson which the 
lean years have taught. Mate the best 
blood with the best blood and success 
will be attained. Only by following this 
policy is it true. This has encouraged 
breeders to examine more closely the 
pedigrees of breeding stock, and to en
deavor to provide a few high class speci
mens rather than the mass production of 
a lot of "Nags." For breeding in the 
future will depend on what is bred today. 

Government Aid 

Aside from the fine work done by the 
breeders other influences have entered 
into the picture which tend to pro
mote the development of the Thorough
bred. In the early 1930's the Federal 
Government passed and rigidly enforced 
several narcotic laws which definitely 
wiped out the cheap, unsporting element 
from the racing game. Anyone who was 
found guilty of administrating any form 
of narcotic to an animal before a race 
was subject to a heavy fine and imprison
ment. Anyone involved in the transpor
tation or distribution of narcotics around 
racing establishments was dealt with ac
cordingly. The enforcement of these laws 
has done more to elevate the industry 
than any other singre factor. 

Racing Commissions 

The racing commissions of the various 
states have also done much to protect 
the animal as well as the sport which they 
represent. A few of the more important 
measures enacted by the racing com
mission include the following: (1) A fool
proof system for identifying horses. This 
has been aimed at the elimination of 

(Continued on Page 94) 

Significance of the A. V. M. A. 
Emblem 

At the 56th annual meeting of the 
American Veterinary Medical Associa
tion on Nov. 17-22, 1919, Dr. J. V. New
ton, an Ohio member, suggested the 
adoption of an official emblem for the 
AV.M.A The purpose of the proposed 
emblem was to replace the many non
authentic illustrations being used by dif
ferent members at that time on station
ery and bill heads. 

Nothing was done at that meeting, but 
at the next meeting the following year 
a committee was appointed to select a 
suitable emblem that could be used on 
illustrated letter-heads, bill heads, lapel 
buttons, and automobile shields. The 
automobile shields were to be similar 
to those used by members of the A.M.A 
to give their cars official recognition. 

This committee on emblems recom
mended the emblem that had been de
signed by Dr. H. B. Wintringham of 
Fresno, California, for the California 
State Vet. Med. Ass'n. The recommend
ation was voted. on and accepted at the 
national meeting in 1921. 

The emblem consists of a Caduceus 

with a superimposed "V" such as is 
used for a collar ornament in the Veter
inary Corps of the U. S. Army. The 
Caduceus represents the staff of Her
mes or Mercury. It is an ensign of auth
ority, quality, and consists of a winged 
staff (originally of olive wood) about 
which two serpents are entwined. 

The idea was taken from the AM.A 
emblem which, at that time, consisted of 
a Caduceus embossed with the letters 
"A.M.A." 
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THOROUGHBREDS-
(Continued from Pa.ge 48) 

"ringers." (2) A uniform examination for 
those who qualify for a trainer's license. 
(3) Curtailment of two-year-old races 
before the first of April of each year. 
(4) Improved sterilization of equipment 
carried for horses in racing. (5) A thor
ough physical examination for all ani
mals prior to a race. (6) A saliva test 
immediately following a race for all su
spected animals. (7) Requiring that all 
animals be brought to the saddling pad
dock at least one-half hour prior to race 
time. 

The writer is of the humble opinion 
that a few important steps have been 
overlooked which would tend to impr0ve 
our future racing animals. First, in at
tempting to improve our future racing an
imals I think more stress should be placed 
on staying power. It has been the ten
dency for' breeders to sacrifice staying 
power for speed. Many of our finest 
thoroughbreds have been severely criti
cized for failing in a route test. This is 
absolutely no fault of their own as they 
have been bred strictly as sprinters. Since 
nearly all of our most important handi
caps and stake races are over a route, a 
sprinter is at a great disadvantage when 
asked to go a distance. One way to over
come this would be to divide the more 
important races between the two types 
of horses, thus giving the sprinters an 
equal share of the wealth and glory. 

Second, the present system of handi
capping is too severe for the good of 
many of our best animals. I personally 
do not think the handicappers are justi
fied in asking any animal to carry in ex
cess of 130 pounds. Many of our out
standing performers have been forced to 
carry weights as high as 146 pounds over 
a mile and a quarter route, with the re
sult that many of them have been broken 
down and forced into retirement. 

Third, I think there should be less 
two-year-old races. They at least could 
be held off until late summer or early 
fall. They should, however, be raced 
enough at two years of age so that they 
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would not be entirely green as three
year-oIds. 

The last few paragraphs are purely the 
writer's opinion and do not in any way 
incriminate the authors of references cited 
for this article. 

(1) The Thoroughbred Record, 1940, Vol. 131, 
No. 4,5. 

(2) Acton, C. R., Silk and Spur. 
(3) Newman, Niel, Famcus Horses of the Am

erican Turf, Vol. 1. 
(4) Hervey, John, American Race Horses, 1938. 
(5) Becker, F., The Breed of the Race Horse. 

At a meeting of practitioners in the 
vicinity of Kansas City, Missouri, on 
November 29, 1939, a movement for 
organization of a National Association 
of Veterinary Practitioners was launch
ed. It was proposed to operate under 
the name, The American Foundation of 
Veterinary Therapy. 

This organization has as its purpose 
the grouping of veterinary practitioners 
within the American Veterinary Medi
cal Association for cooperation and sup
port of practitioners, to promote the gen
eral welfare of the practicing veterin
arian by establishing general headquar
ters which will aid the individual prac
titioner or groups of practitioners en
deavoring to secure legislation in the 
interests of the livestock industry and 
the health of the community. And to 
stand ready at all times to defend the 
good name of the profession unjustly 
attacked by the press, public or any in
dividual and to give authentic informa
tion in answer to such critics and bring 
about a better understanding by a cam
paign of education and enlightenment 
on veterinary matters. 

It is not the purpose of this organiza
tion to compete with other legitimate 
veterinary organizations now extant but 
rather to aid in formulating and carrying 
through such policies as are of benefit 
to the private practitioners. 

Dr. H. W. Young, Kansas City, was 
elected chairman of the organizing group. 
This group is planning to call a meeting 
in some centrally located point, elect 
permanent officers, adopt a constitution 
and develop a program of action. 
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