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Dear Readers,

Thesecond Editorial of 2009 sharesadiscussion about
the factors that, more or less, have an influence on the
speech-language pathologist's and audiologist's decision
to attend and conclude a post graduation course (master
and doctorate) inthisareaof knowledge. Weall know that
theformation of doctors- in aspecific field of knowledge
- impliesinthefuture of the Speech, Language and Hearing
Sciences, not only in terms of autonomy for generating
knowledge (researches), but dso intermsof evidence based
clinical practice (basisthat attend services demands).

American dataof the Council of Academic Programs
in Sciences and Human Communication Disorders
(CAPCSD) indicates, in aretrospective study of the last
20 years, stability in the number of speech-language
pathol ogistsand audiol ogists- in America- who look for
adoctorate degree. This number does neither follow the
growing number of professionaswho concludegraduation
or attend population demands for Speech-L anguage and
Hearing services.

According to the CAPCSD, factors considered as
being positive - i.e. the reasons to look for a master or
doctorate program - are:

. academic like and interest for research;

. desire to have a focus of expertise, respect and
credibility given by the society to the professional who
receives thetitle;

.desirefor professiona growth, reflected by theascension
in the career steps.

For this council, factors considered asbeing negative
- i.e. thereasons for those who do not look for master or
doctorate programs - are:

. family considerations;

.financia factors(oneearnslessinthe academiclifethan
intheclinical practice);

. lack of interest and persona accessibility to study;

Prezados leitores,

O segundo Editorial de 2009 procura compartilhar
uma discussdo sobre os fatores que influenciam mais ou
menosadecisdo de um fonoaudi6logo em cursar e concluir
um curso de pés graduagdo estrito senso (mestrado e
doutorado) na &rea. Todos sabemos que a formagéo de
doutores - em campo especifico - implica no futuro da
Fonoaudiologia, quer quanto a autonomia na geracdo de
conhecimento (pesquisas), quer quanto na préticaclinica
baseada em evidéncias (fundamentos que venham de
encontro ademandados servicos).

Dados americanos do Conselho de Programas
Académicos em Ciéncias e Digtirbios da Comunicacdo
Humana (CAPCSD) indicam que num estudo retrospectivo
de20anos, existe- naAmérica- um perfil deestabilidadedo
nimero de fonoaudidlogos que buscam a titulagéo de
doutores. Este nlimero ndo acompanhao nimero crescente
de profissionais que terminam agraduagéo e nem refletem
as demandas populacionais pelos servicos de
Fonoaudiologia

Segundo o CAPCSD, os fatores considerados
positivos - ou seja, as razdes para quem busca um
programa de mestrado e doutorado - sdo:

. gosto e interesse académico e pela pesquisa;

. desejo de ter um foco de expertise, respeito e
credibilidade confiados pela sociedade ao profissional
que setitula;

. desgjo de crescimento profissional que érefletido pela
ascensao aps grausdacarreira.

Paraeste conselho, osfatores considerados negativos
- 0U sgja, as razbes para quem ndo busca um programa
de mestrado e doutorado - sdo:
. consideracBesfamiliares,
. fatoresfinanceiros (ganha-se menos navidaacadémica
do quenapréticaclinica);
.faltadeinteresse e disponibilidade pessoal paraestudar;
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. time spent with the course;
. fear of the dissertation or thesis;
. lack of interest in teaching other people.

According to the CAPCSD data, 58% of the speech-
language pathol ogistsand audiol ogistshave never serioudy
consdered to attend amaster or doctorate program, against
42% who have serioudly considered thisas an option. For
the group who considered a post-graduation course as an
option, 33% submitted themselves to the selection
processes, and from this total 95% were accepted.

Aninteresting approach wasthe analysis about pupil
evasion, those who effectively were enrolled in the
programs, according to different points of view: pupils
and professors.

The pupils' five main reasons, following their
statistical significance, were:

1. Clinical work is more satisfactory;

2. Lack of identification with the academic environment;
3. Unfinished dissertation or thesis;

4. Insufficient financial resources;

5. Time of dedication required by the program.

The professorsi/tutor's five main reasons were:

1. Clinical work is more satisfactory;

2. Availahility of financial resources;

3. Lack of identification with the academic environment;
4. Loss or incompatibility with the tutor;

5. Disillusionment with the research.

In Brazil, the Post-Graduation courses are in great
development, reaching high standards, referenced by the
evaluations of the Coordenagéo de Aperfeicoamento de
Pessoal de Nivel Superior (Capes). We could consider
this moment ideal to begin reflecting about the planning
and managing of our growth astutorsand of ourselves, as
researchers.

Based on the American experience, on the data
presented at the beginning of thistext, and comparing it
to the search profileand growth of researchersasagroup
of expertswho ascend in the National Council of Research
(Consalho Nacional de Pesquisa), where out of thea most
500 speech-language pathol ogists and audiol ogistswith
Ph.Ds in the country, less than 10% effectively become
researchers, | leave here a few points that could be
discussed by the new Post-Graduations courses:

1. To give pupils who enter post-graduation courses
support models so that they can begin, respecting the
lines of work determined by the post-graduation
programs, independent research proposals;

2. To prioritize, according to the models that structure
the post-graduation programs, researches with a
compatible and semi-structured design (qualitative or
quantitative);

3. Programs can exchange thematic goals and can
stimulate pupils of different institutions to develop
different perspectives of a single project, according to
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. tempo despendido para a formagao;
. medo da dissertagdo etese;
. falta de interesse em ensinar pessoas.

Pelos dados do CAPCSD, 58% dos fonoaudiologos
americanos nunca consideraram seriamente cursar um
programa de mestrado e doutorado, contra 42% que
consideram seriamente formac&o. Do grupo que
Seriamente cons derou aformago estrito senso, 33% chegou
ase submeter aos processos de selegdn, edestes, 95%foram
acetos.

Uma abordagem interessante foi a andlise sobre a
evasao dos alunos, efetivamente matriculados nos
programas, sob diferentes pontos de vista: dosalunose
dos professores.

As cinco principais razes dos alunos, segundo
significanciaestatistica, foram:

1. O trabalho clinico é mais satisfatério.

2. A identificagdo com o ambiente académico.
3. N&o ter completado a dissertacdo ou tese.
4. Insuficiénciade recursosfinanceiros.

5. Tempo de dedicacéo exigido pelo programa.

As cinco principais razdes para os professores/
orientadoresforam:

1. O trabalho clinico é mais satisfatorio.

2. Disponibilidade de recursosfinanceiros.

3. N&o identificagdo com o ambiente académico.
4. Perdaou incompatibilidade com o orientador.
5. Desilusdo com a pesquisa.

No Brasil, os cursos de Pés-Graduagdo estrito senso
estdo em grande desenvolvimento, atingindo patamares
de exceléncia, referenciados pelas avaliacdes da
Coordenacdo de Aperfeicoamento de Pessoal de Nivel
Superior (Capes). Poderiamos considerar esse momento
parainiciarmos algumasreflexes parao plangamento e
gerenciamento do nosso crescimento como formadores
de alunos e, NGs mesmos, como pesquisadores.

Com base na experiéncia americana e pelos dados
apresentados no inicio do texto e comparando com o
perfil de procura e crescimento do envolvimento dos
pesquisadores como massa critica que ascende no
Conselho Nacional de Pesquisa, onde dos quase 500
fonoaudidlogos doutorados do pais, menos de 10%
desses doutores se tornam realmente pesquisadores,
deixo agui, como disse noinicio, parareflexdo, algumas
variaveis que poderiam ser discutidasem forunsinternos
dos novos cursos de Pos-Graduacdo:

1. Favorecer que o aluno que entra na formagéo estrito
senso real mente tenhamodel os de suporte parainiciarem
nas linhas de pesquisa definidas pelos programas,
propostas de pesquisas independentes.

2. Que dentro dos modelos que fundamentam os
programas sejam priorizadas as pesquisas, com design
compativel e semi estruturado (quer qualitativamente
quer quantitativamente).

3. Os programas podem trocar metas teméticas entre si
e incentivar os alunos de diferentes instituicfes a
desenvolver dentro de um Gnico projeto, diferentes
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the focus of the program (compatible with the post-
graduation program);

4. Programs should be more alert to the great number
of availableinternational proposals, giving pupilsthe
opportunity of taking part of multicultural
researches.

Finally, we should consider and prepare oursel vesfor:

1. Totutor doctorswho are sufficiently prepared to begin
independent lines of research;

2. To gtimulate the accomplishment of post-doctorate
researches,

3. Togtimulatetheinternationalization of pupils tutoring
(doctorates and post-doctorates) in order to maximize
the exposure to different educational centers, and
consequently to different theoretical, research and
teaching points of view;

4. To stimulate opportunitiesto promoteinter-institution
researches (two or more programs united in a single
research project), especially with international partners.

The second number of 2009 has twelve research
articles, one case study, one research letter and one
filler.

In the first study, Angrisani et al. (2009) point that
the auditory evoked potentials (AEP) are
electrophysiological tests that have been used as an
instrument to establish the diagnosis of several disorders,
aswell asto assess therapeutic outcomes. Based on this,
the authors propose a study that had as a purpose to
characterize the AEP in eight stuttering individuals in
comparison to acontrol group (eight fluent individuals)
and to verify the amelioration of these potentials post
speech-language treatment. Each group was submitted
twice to the following evaluations: Brainstem Auditory
Evoked Response (BAER), Middle Lantency Evoked
Potencials (MLAEP) and P300, with an interval of 3
months between each evaluation. The BAER and the
P300 resultswere the potentialsthat better distinguished
the groups and the three AEP indicated post-treatment
neural plasticity.

Considering that the long latency auditory evoked
potentials (LLAEP) provide objective data about the
function of hearing cortical structures, the purpose of
the study presented by Ventura et al. (2009) was to
characterize the maturation of the central hearing system
in 56 normally hearing children. The obtained results
suggest that the maturational processof thecentral hearing
system occurs gradually, being the greatest changes
observed when comparing children and adults. Theresults
asoindicatethat thereisno significant statistical difference
between genders.

The research presented by Rossi et al. (2009) had as
atheme the Williams-Beuren Syndrome (WBS) and its
implications to speech. According to the authors, the
occurrence of speech disruptions can be caused by lexical
and semantic deficits. Given this, the purpose of the
research was to determine the speech fluency profile of
individuals with WBS and to compare the speech
performance of these individuals to a control group

perspectivas desse projeto, segundo a vertente de
enfoque (compativel com o programa).

4. Que 0s programas estejam mais atentos para o grande
numero de propostas de internacionalizagéo disponiveis,
oferecendo aos alunos oportunidade de pesquisas
multiculturais.

Assim, vale considerar e nos preparar para:

1. Formar doutores suficientemente embasados para
iniciarem linhas de pesquisasindependentes.

2. Incentivar arealizac8o de p6s-doutoramentos.

3. Incentivar a internacionalizagdo na formagdo dos
alunos (doutorados, pés-doutorados) paramaximizar a
exposicdo em diferentes centros educacionais e,
conseqiientemente, as diferentes modalidades tedricas,
de pesquisa e de ensino.

4. Incentivar as oportunidades para promover pesquisas
multicéntricas (dois ou mais programas unidos num
projeto de pesquisa) principalmente com parceiros
internacionais.

Este segundo nimero de 2009 apresentadoze artigos
de pesquisa, um estudo de caso, uma cartasobre pesguisa
eum relato de se¢do especial.

No primeiro estudo, Angrisani et al. (2009) apontam
gue os potenciais evocados auditivos (PEA) sdo testes
eetrofisioldgicosquetém sido utilizados como instrumento
paradeterminar o diagndstico de diversasdesordens, assm
como paraavaliar osresultados de processosterapéuticos.
Baseadas nestajudtificativa, asautoras propdem um estudo
cujo objetivo foi caracterizar os PEA de oito individuos
gagos, comparando os resultados destes aos de oito
individuos fluentes e verificar a evolugdo dos resultados
destes potenciais frente a terapia fonoaudiol 6gica. Cada
grupofoi submetido aduasavdiagbesdo Potencial Evocado
Auditivo de Tronco Encefdico (PEATE), de Média
Laténcia (PEAML) e Potencial Cognitivo (P300), com
intervalo detrés mesesentreelas. Osresultadosindicaram
queo PEAML eo P300foram osquemelhor diferenciaram
0s dois grupos e os trés PEA manifestaram aplagticidade
neuronal pds-terapiafonoaudiol dgica

Tendo como pressuposto a afirmagdo de que os
potenciaisevocadosauditivosdelongalaténcia(PEALLS)
fornecem dados objetivos sobre a funcionalidade das
estruturas centrais auditivas, o objetivo do estudo
apresentado por Ventura et a. (2009) foi caracterizar a
maturacdo do sistemaauditivo central em 56 criangascom
audicdo normal. Os resultados obtidos sugerem que o
processo maturacional do sistemaauditivo centra acontece
de maneira gradativa, sendo as maiores modificagdes
observadas ao secomparar criangaseadultos. Osresultados
apontam ainda que ndo foi observada diferenca
edtatisticamente significante entre os sexos.

A pesquisa apresentada por Rossi et a. (2009) tem
como temaa Sindrome de Williams-Beuren (SWB) e suas
implicagbes nafalade seus portadores. Segundo osautores,
aocorrénciade disfluéncias de fala pode ser decorrente de
prejuizos |éxico-semanticos. Destaforma, o objetivo desta
pesquisafoi obter o perfil dafluénciadafdadeindividuos
comaSWB ecomparar com um grupo controle pareado por
género eidade mental semelhante. Osresultadosapontaram
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matched by gender and mental age. The results indicate
that the speech fluency profile of individuals with WBS
presented a greater occurrence of typica disfluencies
(mainly hesitations and word repetitions) when compared
to individuals with similar mental age and with typical
language development. The presence of these typical
disfluencies can be caused by deficits in the lexical,
semantic, and syntactic processing of verbal information.

The purpose of the study presented by Mousinho
and Correa (2009) was to evaluate the performance of
readersand nonreadersin tasksrelated to several linguistic
and cognitive skills and to determine the implication of
the results to the clinical practice and to education; 15
children were considered readers and 20 children
nonreaders. The obtained resultsindicate that the group
of readers presented a better performance in the
phonological awareness tasks when compared to the
group of nonreaders. The authors emphasize that the
performance of readersand nonreadersin the phonological
awareness assessmentsindicatestheimportance of taking
into account not only the required level of linguistic
segmentation but also the cognitivelevel required by the
nature of the task.

Motaand Melo Filha (2009) presented a study about
phonological avareness abilitiesof childrenwith ahistory
of speech-language disorders. The purpose of the study
was to compare the phonological awareness abilities of
individuals who recovered from phonological disorders
after having gonethrough speech-language treatment with
that of individuaswith typica phonologica development.
The results indicate that, even after speech therapy the
group of children with ahistory of phonological disorders
(after recovery) presented aworse performancein terms
of the phonological awareness abilities.

The assessment of thevocal quality and of thevoice-
related quality of life in 103 elderly women (with ages
between 60 and 103 years) wasthe purpose of theresearch
presented by Gama et al. (2009). The results indicate
that although most of the el derly women presented some
level of dysphonia, the vocal disorders did not have an
influenceon their life quality. However, the physical and
total scores of the Voice Related Questionnaire of Life
Quality (V-RQOL) presented a correlation to dysphonia
severity, indicating that the more severe the dysphonia,
thelower the voice-related quality of life.

Rissato and Novaes (2009) proposed the
characterization of a protocol for the fitting and
verification of hearing aidsin children, aswell asfor the
verification of theimpact of the adjustment of theacoustic
characteristics in speech perception tasks. The results
indicate that the mean percentage of correct answers
improved after the modification of the electro acoustic
characteristics. The authors conclude that the use of a
protocol that verifies and validates thefitting of hearing
aidsin childrenisnecessary.

Baggio et a. (2009) point that gentamicin is an
antibiotic that acts in Gram-negative bacilli infections,
having otoxicity asone of themost important side effects.
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queo perfil dafluénciadafaaapresentado pelosindividuos
com a SWB mostrou a maior ocorréncia de disfluéncias
comuns(principa mente hesitagdes erepetigdes de pal avras)
quando comparados aos individuos com idade mental
semdhanteecom desenvolvimentotipico defdaelinguagem.
A maior ocorrénciade disfluéncias comuns encontradanos
individuoscom aSWB pode ser decorrente de um prejuizo
No processamento |éxico-seméantico esintético dainformacéo
verbal nestesindividuos.

O objetivo do estudo apresentado por Mousinho e
Correa (2009) foi avaliar o desempenho deleitoresendo-
leitores em tarefas relacionadas com diversas habilidades
lingliistico-cognitivas estabelecendo aimplicagdo desses
resultados paraaclinicafonoaudiol 6gicae paraaeducacio.
Participaram do estudo 35 criangas em processo de
alfabetizacdo, destas, 15 criangas foram consideradas
leitoras e 20 criangas consideradas néo-leitoras. Os
resultados obtidos apontaram que as criangas consideradas
como leitoras gpresentaram mel hor desempenho nastarefas
deavaliacao de consciénciafonol gicaquando comparadas
as criangas ndo leitoras. As autoras ressaltam que o
desempenho decriangas|eitorasenéo-letorasnasavaiagbes
de consciéncia fonolgica mostra a importancia de se
considerar o nivel de segmentacdo lingliisticarequeridoea
demandacognitivaexigidapeanaturezadatarefa

Mota e Melo Filha (2009) apresentaram um estudo
sobre as habilidades de consciénciafonol 6gicade criangas
com histérico de desordensfonoauidiol Ggicas. O objetivodo
estudo foi comparar o desempenho das habilidades em
consciénciafonol égicadeum grupo decriancascom histérico
de transtorno fonolégico, apds sua superacdo, através de
terapia fonoldgica com individuos em desenvolvimento
fonol dgicottipico. Osresultados demonstraram que, mesmo
apods a intervencdo fonoldgica, 0 grupo de criangas com
histérico detranstorno fonol 6gico (mesmo gpdsasuperacio
do quadro inicia) apresentou desempenho inferior nas
habilidades de consciénciafonoldgica

Avdiaraqudidadevocd eaqudidededevidardacionada
com avoz em 103 mulheresidosas (com idades entre 60 a
103 anos) foi 0 objetivo dapesquisaapresentadapor Gama
etd. (2009). Osresultadosapontaram que, apesar damaioria
dasidosas apresentarem algum grau dedisfonia, aateracdo
vocal ndo impactou sua quaidade de vida. No entanto, os
valores dos escores fisicos e o tota do Questionério de
Quadidade de Vida Relacionada a Voz se correlacionaram
com o grau de severidade dadisfonia, indicando que quanto
maisgraveéadisfonia, menor éaqudidadedevidareacionada
avoz.

Rissatto e Novaes (2009) propuseram a caracterizagao
deum protocol o de verificago daadaptacdo dos aparel hos
deamplificacdo sonoraindividuad (AASI) em criancaseo
impacto da adequacdo das caracteristicas aclisticas em
tarefas de percepcdo defala. Osresultadosindicaram que
as porcentagens médias de acertos melhoraram ap0s as
modificaces das caracteristicas eletroacUsticas. As
autoras concluem ser necessaria a utilizagdo de um
protocolo de verificagdo evaidagdo naadaptacdo do AAS
emcriangas.

Na introdugdo do seu estudo, Baggio et a. (2009)
apontam que a gentamicina é um antibi6tico que atua nas
infecgBes causadas por bacilos Gram-negativos, sendo que
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Based on this, the authors presented a study that had as
a purpose to verify in 26 albino guinea pigs the lesion
caused by gentamicin to the external ciliary cells (ECC).
For this purpose, an anatomic verification was made
through scanning electronic microscopy (SEM) and a
functional verification wasalso carried out using distortion
product otoacoustic emissions (DPOAE). The results
indicate that no lesions or aterations in the function of
the EEC of the guinea pigswere observed after the use of
gentamicin.

Ceraand Ortiz (2009) proposed astudy that anayzed
the phonological errors of 20 adultswith speech apraxia,
speakersof the Brazilian Portuguese language. According
to theresults, the authors concludethat the errors present
in the speech of these individuals seem to suffer the
influence of language once the most affected phonemes
aredifferent from those described ininternational studies.

The purpose of the study presented by Prates et al.
(2009) was to evaluate the index of speech recognition
(IPRF) using frequency compression in three different
ratios. For this purpose, monosyllabic words were
recorded using an algorithm of frequency compressionin
threeratios: 1:1, 2:1, 3:1, generating threelists of words.
Theresultsindicate that frequency compression hinders
speech recognition; i.e. asthe compression ratio increases,
so does the level of difficulty. Besides that, the authors
suggest that the familiarity with the words facilitates
recognition in any hearing condition.

The comparison of the expressive vocabulary of two
year-old children born prematurely to that of those born
at term was the purpose of the study developed by
Isotani et al. (2009). The results indicate that children
born underweight and prematurely present a greater
occurrence of expressive language delay. Besides that,
pre-term children present significantly lower expressive
vocabulary and phrasal extension than children of the
same age born at full-term. Based on this, the authors
concludethat children born prematurely and underweight
are at risk in terms of vocabulary development.

Schwarz and Cielo (2009) proposed a research that
had as a purpose to investigate the sensations and the
vocal and laryngeal impact produced by the sonorous
tonguevibration technique (STVT). The obtai ned results
indicate that after using the STVT, a statistically
significant difference was observed in terms of:
improvement of voice type; focus of vertical resonance;
vocal quality; predominance of positive sensations;
mai ntenance of the larynx images parametersand increase
infundamental frequency, among others.

The case study presented by Barreto et al. (2009)
had as a purpose to characterize perceptua and acoustic
features of speech in three patients with spinocerebel lar
ataxiaandto verify the presence of similar featuresamong

seu efeito colateral mais importante é a ototoxicidade.
Baseados nestaafirmativa, osautoresredizaram um estudo
cujo objetivo foi verificar aocorrénciadelesdo ascélulas
ciliadas externas (CCE) causada pela gentamicinaem 26
cobaias abinas, por meio de um estudo anatdbmico por
microscopia eletrénica de varredura (MEV) e estudo
funcional através das emissdes otoaclisticas por produto
de distor¢do (OEAPD). Os resultados indicaram que ndo
foram observadas lesdes ou ateragdes no funcionamento
dascédlulasciliadas externas mediante adosagem aplicada
em cobaiasalbinas.

CeraeOrtiz (2009) propuseram uma pesguisaonde
foi realizadaumaanalise fonol 6gicados erros presentes
na fala de 20 individuos adultos com apraxia de fala,
falantes do Portugués Brasileiro. De acordo com os
resultados obtidos, as autoras concluiram que os erros
presentes na fala dos individuos com apraxia de fala
parecem sofrer interferéncia especifica da lingua, uma
vez que os fonemas mais freglientemente produzidos
com erro diferiram dos descritos em estudos
internacionais.

O objetivo do estudo apresentado por Prates et d.
(2009) foi avaliar o indice percentual de reconhecimento
de fala (IPRF) utilizando compresséo de fregliéncias em
trés razbes diferentes. Para isso, palavras monossilabas
foram gravadas utilizando um agoritmo de compressdo de
freqUénciasemtrésrazdes: 1.1, 2:1, 3:1, gerandotréslistas
depalavras. Osresultadosindicaram que acompressao de
freqUénciasdificultou o reconhecimento dafaa, sendo que,
quanto maior arazéo decompressio, maior foi adificuldade.
Alémdisso, osautoressugerem queafamiliaridadecom as
pa avrasfacilitao seu reconhecimento em qua quer condicdo
de escuta.

Comparar a linguagem expressiva de criangas
nascidas pré-termo com a de criangas nascidas a termo
aos dois anos de vidafoi o objetivo proposto no estudo
realizado por Isotani et a. (2009). Os resultados do
estudo mostraram que as criangas nascidas pré-termo e
de baixo peso apresentam maior ocorrénciade atraso na
linguagem expressiva. Além disso, estas criangas nascidas
pré-termo apresentam vocabulario expressivo
significantemente menor que criangas nascidas atermo
namesmaidade. A partir destes resultados, as autoras
concluem que as criangas nascidas prematuras de baixo
peso apresentaram risco para o desenvolvimento do
vocabulério.

Schwarz e Cielo (2009) propuseram uma pesquisa
cujoobjetivofoi investigar oimpacto vocal elaringeo e
as sensagoes surgidas frente a execugéo da técnica de
vibragdo sonorizada de lingua (TVSL). Os resultados
obtidos indicaram que apds a execugdo da TVSL,
evidenciou-se diferenca estatisticamente significativa
para: a melhora do tipo de voz; foco de ressonancia
vertical; daqualidade vocal; o predominio de sensacfes
positivas, a manutencdo dos parémetros das imagens
laringeas e 0 aumento dafrequénciafundamental, entre
outros parametros.

O relato de caso apresentado por Barreto et al.
(2009) teve o objetivo de caracterizar as alteracles
perceptivo-auditivas e acUsticas dafaladetrés pacientes
com ataxia espinocerebelar e verificar a presenca de
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these patients. The authors conclude that the phonatory
disorders and altered temporal patterns of speech seem
to be typical in dysarthric patients with spinocerebellar
ataxia

Béfi-Lopes et al (2009) presented a research letter
about a study that had as a purpose to verify the
comprehension and production of singular and plural
markersin children within normal language development,
speakers of the Brazilian Portuguese language. The
obtained resultsindicate that the production of the plural
formwasvariablereceiving thelower scores, but presented
a significant enhancement from 3:0 to 5:0 years. Based
on this finding the authors concluded that this ability
improved with development and was considered
productive after 5:0 years of age.

Finally, Maldonade (2009) presentsafiller about the
organization of thework devel oped by trainees - speech-
language pathol ogistsand audiologists- in aPublic Health
Unit.

Regards, Claudia
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