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shown first and after a semi-colon follows American pronunciation. Not only information on
segmental features is indicated, that is, consonants and vowels, other pronunciation

features such as length and stress is also represented.

The primary stress is shown by a raised vertical line / * / and length by means of this
symbol / : /. The representation of both segmental and suprasegmental phonemes assist
the dictionary user in retrieving an overall pronunciation of the headword /ferrule/. This is
supported by Hall (1964) when he points out that an accurate and thorough representation

of all the significant units of sound can be given on both the segmental and

suprasegmental levels.

Any transcription therefore needs to include the prosodic features, as they also constitute
phonetic information. Suprasegmental features are aspects of speech that involve more
than single consonants and vowels. The principal suprasegmental features that are usually

recorded in dictionaries are stress, tone and length.
1.3.2 THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET

The International Phonetic Association is an organization that was developed by a group
of European phoneticians in 1886. In 1889 it published the International Phonetics
Alphabet, a standard phonetic alphabet that is the most widely used system of transcribing
the sounds of human languages. The aim of developing‘the phonetic alphabet was the
lack of correspondence between the spelling and the sounds. The International Phonetic

Association was based on the principle of one leticr one sound and vice versa.

The International Phonetic Alphabet (the IPA) is a set of symbols that is intended to
represent all the distinctive sounds of the world’s languages in terms of well-defined

phonetic categories. (Ladefoged, 1990:12).

From the above description, it becomes clear that IPA is a universal alphabet that is
comprehensive enough to cope with the variety of sounds. Because of its dual character,
the alphabet is suitable for representing the phonological contrasts in a language and for

showing the phonetic detail in particular utterances.
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