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Comparative Study of Keyhole-shaped Mounds (Zenpokoen-Fun) in the Yomusangan
Basin of South Korea and in the Peripheral Areas of Wakoku

Hideto TSUJI

Both Japanese and Korean researchers have studied keyhole-shaped mounds (Zenpo-
koen-Fun) in the Yomusangan Basin of South Korea. It is useful, I think, to compare all
of thirteen mounds in this area with keyhole-shaped mounds in the peripheral areas,
especially the Tohoku district, of Wakoku, where I study.

First, I examixed details of the thirteen burial mounds. Ten of them were not just
imitations of external form of Wakoku’s mounds, but places to celebrate a series of
funerals. It did not accept a part of elements of Wakoku system, but embodied keyhole-
shaped mounds of Wakoku from fifth to sixth century systematically. I can separate two
groups in terms of top of tumulus; Group A with flat surface and group B without.
Mounds of group A, relatively older ones, which have individual specialties, collected
techniques of making a tumulus and a chamber, whenever constructed. Group B has
considerable similarities in common, about method of making the top of front and aspect
of the part of narrow. Regional group who constructed mounds of group B had a common
imaging model of keyhole-shaped mounds. I can realize, however, common features of
method of making a tumulus and of location to hill beyond the boundary between two
groups. As for cave, these groups are accorded with classification by Kazuo Yanagisawa ;
Type of direct relation with north part of the Kyushu district is group A, and type of
regional growth group B. For cylindrical earthenware cylindrical clay images (Ento-
Haniwa) of three types which were excavated at mounds have the same function as that
of Wakoku, and were made by regional techniques of making a earthenware.

It is evident that keyhole-shaped mounds in the Yomusangan Basin which had the same
system of funerals, embodied by regional techniques, as that of Wokoku entered on another
phase than the preceding system of funerals. In order to consider such a mound, it is
useful to set mounds in the peripheral areas of Wakoku as a model at the time when they
appeared in place of traditional tombs.

This paper examines three problems; large-scale social change from people’s move-
ment, emergence of distinct group in regional community, and political decision of regional
society. As we cannot know aspects of village and general tombs yet, and regional society
did not seem change largely in the light of using regional techniques for construction, I
suppose that people might have chosen keyhole-shaped mounds as their mounds.

100



