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Protection of personal data in criminal legislation in Macedonia vs. its 

protection in EU 

 

ABSTRACT  

Data protection is emerging as a key EU policy area, and the EU has been the key 

driving force for implementing the right of protection of personal data in the criminal 

legislation of many States, including Macedonia. The undeniable fact that our lives are now 

becoming a continuous exchange of information, and that we live in a continuous stream of 

data, means that data protection regime is gaining importance and moving to the center of the 

political and institutional system. The protection of personal data in cases when data are 

being processed for the purposes of preventing, investigating, detecting or prosecuting a 

criminal offence or of executing a criminal penalty, is of extreme importance. The use and 

processing of personal data for the purposes of criminal proceedings must be lawful, 

specified, explicit and exceptional and supervised by a competitive authority. The supervision 

body should have real and effective powers for intervention in case of abuse. Most frequent 

abuses and manipulations of this right are done by the investigative authorities when using 

special investigative measures.  
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