
THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE ROYAL PALACE OF QATNA 
By Mirko Novak 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

T h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i te o f T e l l M i s r i f e (F ig . 1 ) 
c l o s e t o t h e m o d e r n t o w n o f M i s r i f e is l o c a t e d 
1 8 k m n o r t h - e a s t o f H o m s i n a l a r g e f e r t i l e p l a i n 
s i t u a t e d b e t w e e n t h e d r y s t e p p e o f t h e P a l m y r a 
r e g i o n a n d t h e n e a r b y O r o n t e s va l l ey . T h e s i te c a n 
b e i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t h e a n c i e n t c i t y o f Q a t n a , w h i c h 
f l o u r i s h e d d u r i n g t h e O l d a n d M i d d l e S y r i a n P e r i 
o d (= M i d d l e a n d L a t e B r o n z e A g e ) . 1 D u e t o its 
p o s i t i o n a t t h e c r o s s r o a d s b e t w e e n t h e m a i n 

n o r t h - s o u t h r o u t e f r o m A n a t o l i a t o E g y p t a n d t h e 
i m p o r t a n t e a s t - w e s t r o u t e f r o m M e s o p o t a m i a 
t h r o u g h t h e S y r i a n D e s e r t t o t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n 
s h o r e i t w a s o n e o f t h e m a j o r S y r i a n k i n g d o m s a n d 
a c o m m e r c i a l c e n t r e o f o u t s t a n d i n g i m p o r t a n c e . 

P r e v i o u s a r c h a e o l o g i c a l w o r k a t T e l l M i s r i f e 
w a s c a r r i e d o u t b y R o b e r t D u M e s n i l d u B u i s s o n 
f r o m 1 9 2 4 t o 1 9 2 9 . 2 T h e m o s t e x t e n d e d e x c a v a 
t i o n w a s p l a c e d i n t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t o f t h e u p p e r 
c i ty , c a l l e d Butte de I'Eglise. H e r e , a l a r g e a r c h i t e c 
t u r a l c o m p l e x c o v e r i n g a n a r e a o f a l m o s t 1 h a 
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Fig. 1 T o p o g r a p h i c M a p o f Qatna ( p r o d u c e d by A . Beinat , A . Marches in i ) 

* I wou ld like to thank Federico Buccellati ( T u b i n g e n ) 2 T h e first campa ign was conduc ted in 1924, the follow-
for read ing a n d correct ing the Engl ish manuscr ipt . ing three f r o m 1927 to 1929. Cf. D u MESNIL DU BUISSON 

1 For the ident i f icat ion, cf. D u MESNIL DU BUISSON 1927; 1926, 1927a, 1927b, 1928, 1930, a n d 1935. 
o n the polit ical role o f Qatna, cf. KLENGEL 2000. 
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T h e Chronology of the Royal Palace of Qatna 301 

h a d b e e n e x p o s e d (Fig. 2 ) . D u Mesn i l d u Bu isson 
d e f i n e d three d i f f e ren t un i ts w i th in this c o m 
p l e x , w h i c h h e l abe l l ed as "Pa lace" {Palais), 
" T e m p l e o f Be le t -Eka l l im" {Temple de Nin-Egal), 
a n d " H i g h P lace" {Haut-Lieu). T h e reasons f o r 
the se lect ion o f these three uni ts have n o t b e e n 
fu l ly u n d e r s t o o d , a n d the archi tectura l layout 
a n d the c h r o n o l o g y o f the b u i l d i n g have also 
r e m a i n e d unclear . 

F r o m 1994 to 1998 a Syr ian E x p e d i t i o n , 
d i rec ted by M i c h e l A l -Maqd iss i , r e s u m e d excava
t ions at the site b u t d i d n o t c o n d u c t o p e r a t i o n s 
i n the pa lace area.3 I n 1999 a j o i n t Syr ian- I ta l ian-
G e r m a n a rchaeo log i ca l p r o j e c t was in i t iated,4 

with o p e r a t i o n s in five d i f f e r e n t areas.3 S ince the 
pa lace o f the ru lers o f a n c i e n t Q a t n a m u s t have 
b e e n o n e o f the m o s t i m p o r t a n t B r o n z e A g e 
b u i l d i n g s o f W e s t e r n Syria, o n e o f the m a i n 
e f for ts o f the n e w p r o j e c t is its re -excava t ion 
a n d re -eva lua t ion . T h i s s tudy has as its goa l a 
be t te r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the pa lace , w h i c h has 
b e e n a l m o s t n e g l e c t e d i n the sc ient i f ic l i tera
ture u n t i l now. 6 

In a d d i t i o n to the arch i tecture a n d f u n c t i o n o f 
the palace, m u c h o f the e f for t o f the recent exca
va t i ons has a i m e d at an inves t iga t ion o f its 
c h r o n o l o g y based o n a precise strat igraphical 
analysis. A f t e r f o u r c a m p a i g n s the first results o f 
this study can be p resen ted here . 

1. T H E ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE PALACE 

T h e m a i n di f f icul ty o f invest igat ing the B r o n z e 
A g e palace o f Q a t n a lies in the specif ic history o f 
its archi tectura l r ema ins after the first exp lo 
rat ion in the 1920s. A f t e r finishing their opera 
t ions the F r e n c h archaeologists left the ruins 
u n c o v e r e d . In the f o l l ow ing decades , be tween the 
early 1930s a n d the late 1970s, the m o d e r n vi l lage 
o f Misr i fe grew rap id ly a n d o c c u p i e d the area o f 

the anc ient palace. T h e r e m a i n i n g walls were 
r e m o v e d by the inhabi tants a n d the hard gypsum-
m o r t a r f loors o f the B r o n z e A g e were partly 
reused as f loors o f the new houses. Nearly the 
ent ire or ig inal inventory o f the r o o m s has b e e n 
taken away d u r i n g the French excavat ions o r the 
f o l l ow ing decades. T h i s m a d e it qui te unl ike ly for 
us to get g o o d finds o f objects in situ a n d thereby 
ind icat ions o f the c h r o n o l o g y o f the palace.7 

Fortunate ly the intact f o u n d a t i o n walls reach 
to a d e p t h o f nearly 4 m be low the or ig ina l f l oo r 
level, so that the layout o f the b u i l d i n g can be 
comp le te l y reconstructed (Figs. 2, 3) . It was with 
u n e x p e c t e d luck that two subterranean areas o f 
the pa lace have b e e n d iscovered a n d partly exca
vated d u r i n g the last three campaigns , in wh ich 
the or ig ina l inventory dat ing to the destruct ion 
phase h a d r e m a i n e d und iscovered : In the nor th 
western co rner o f the pa lace a cistern was p laced 
wi th in the basement , R o o m U . H e r e , part o f the 
inventory o f the n e i g h b o u r i n g R o o m N was f o u n d 
in the debr is o f the co l l apsed wall that lay 
be tween the two rooms . In the n o r t h e r n part o f 
the b u i l d i n g an u n d e r g r o u n d cor r idor was dis
covered , wh ich s loped downwards towards the 
no r th . It gave access to the royal t o m b at the very 
n o r t h e r n edge o f the palace area, wh i ch was d u g 
i n t o the natura l rock cl i ff be low the u p p e r town. 

T h e objects f o u n d wi th in these two spots h e l p 
us to date precisely the destruct ion, whi le the 
f o u n d a t i o n date is still based o n archi tecture a n d 
ceramics. 

1.1. The Architectural Evidence 
A l t h o u g h jus t the eastern a n d the nor thern limits 
o f the bu i ld ing have been precisely de f ined so far, 
it t u rned ou t that the palace e x t e n d e d over an area 
o f at least 135 m x 100 m . It was therefore o n e o f 
the largest k n o w n bui ld ings in Bronze A g e Syria. 

:1 A L - M A Q D I S S I 2 0 0 1 . 
4 T h e project is co-directed by Dr. Michel Al-Maqdissi, Dr. 

Daniele Morandi Bonacossi and Prof. Dr. Peter Pfal-
zner. Scientific responsibility is shared by the three 
directors and Dr. Marta Luciani (vice-director o f the 
Italian component ) and the author o f the present 
paper (field director o f the German component ) . 

5 C f . A L - M A Q D I S S I et al. 2 0 0 2 ; N O V A K a n d PFALZNER 2 0 0 0 , 

2 0 0 1 , 2 0 0 2 a n d 2 0 0 3 . 
6 Work in the Bronze Age palace o f Qatna is a co-opera

tion o f the Italian and the German components of the 

j o in t mission. Two excavation areas were laid out with
in the palace, Operat ion G in the western part o f the 
bui lding where the German team is working, and Oper
ation H in the eastern part where an Italian team under 
the local supervision o f Andrea Barro MA is active. 

7 T h e chance to work in the palace was made possible in 
1982 through the complete abandonment o f the vil
lage that had covered the whole western part o f the 
ancient settlement site. This is due to the engagement 
o f the Directorate General o f Museums and Antiquities 
in Damascus. 
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Fig. 4 Overview on the palace area with foundation walls seen from west (photo by G. Mirsch) 

T h e m o s t u n u s u a l f e a t u r e w a s t h e t e c h n i q u e o f 
t h e f o u n d a t i o n s (F ig . 4 ) : T h e y c o n s i s t e d o f m u d 
b r i c k " c o r e wa l l s " , w h i c h r e a c h e d t o a d e p t h o f 
n e a r l y 4 m . T h e y w e r e e x t r e m e l y t h i c k , i n o n e 
c a s e r e a c h i n g e v e n 10 m i n w i d t h . F o r t h e p u r 
p o s e o f d r a i n a g e t h e y w e r e f l a n k e d b y s o - c a l l e d 
couloirs, n a r r o w c o r r i d o r s filled w i t h s t o n e s , a n d 
r e t a i n i n g wa l l s m a d e o f m u d b r i c k s . B o t h , couloirs 
a n d r e t a i n i n g wa l l s , w e r e o r i g i n a l l y c o v e r e d b y t h e 
f l o o r s o f t h e p a l a c e . 

T h e l a r g e s t r o o m o f t h e b u i l d i n g w a s t h e m o n 
u m e n t a l H a l l C , n a m e d as t h e " T e m p l e o f B e l e t -
E k a l l i m ( N I N E . G A L ) " b y D u M e s n i l d u B u i s s o n , 
w h i c h e x t e n d e d o v e r a n a r e a o f 3 7 m x 3 7 m . F o u r 
c o l u m n s w e r e o r i g i n a l l y p l a c e d o n b a s a l t b a s e s 
a n d c a r r i e d t h e c e i l i n g . T h e i r r o u n d , v e r y d e e p 
f o u n d a t i o n p i t s w e r e p l a s t e r e d w i t h l a r g e l i m e 
s t o n e b l o c k s a n d w e r e c o m p l e t e l y filled w i t h p e b 
b l e s . I n t h e c e n t r e t h e r e w a s t h e s o - c a l l e d lac sacre, 

a c i r c u l a r m o n o l i t h i c basa l t b a s i n o f 1 ,60 m i n 
d i a m e t e r . I n t h e n o r t h - e a s t e r n c o r n e r o f H a l l C 
t w o c h a n n e l s w e r e f o u n d t h a t s e p a r a t e d t h e so -
c a l l e d sanctuaire o f t h e T e m p l e o f B e l e t - E k a l l i m . I t 
w a s t h e p l a c e w h e r e D u M e s n i l d u B u i s s o n h a d 
f o u n d c u n e i f o r m tab le t s a n d o t h e r o b j e c t s s u c h as 
a n E g y p t i a n s p h i n x o f t h e 12 t h dynasty . 8 

T o t h e eas t o f H a l l C t w o l a r g e r o o m s w e r e 
f o u n d . T h e l a y o u t o f b o t h o f t h e m r e f l e c t s t h e so -
c a l l e d Breilraum t ype , w i t h t h e e n t r a n c e s a l o n g t h e 
l o n g wa l l s o f t h e s e r e c t a n g u l a r r o o m s . T h e first o f 
t h e s e r o o m s w a s R o o m B , w h i c h w a s c o n n e c t e d t o 
H a l l C b y a m o n u m e n t a l porticus i n t h e c e n t r e o f 
t h e d i v i d i n g wa l l , t h e s o - c a l l e d Porte Royale. R o o m 
B w a s f l a n k e d o n b o t h o f t h e s h o r t s i des o f t h e 
r e c t a n g u l a r r o o m b y t w o s m a l l s i d e - c h a m b e r s w i t h 
w i d e o p e n i n g s . T h e y g a v e access t o t h e s e c o n d 
l a r g e r o o m , R o o m A , l y i n g eas t o f R o o m B a n d 
g r e a t e r i n s i ze t h a n R o o m B . I t is u n k n o w n i f 

For the distribution o f the objects, cf. D u MKSNII. DU BUISSON 1928, pi. VII. 
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these two representation rooms were roo fed over 
completely. T h e width o f R o o m A measures about 
20 m, nearly 2 m m o r e than the throne r o o m in 
the Late-Babylonian palace o f Babylon. T h e vicin 
ity o f Qatna to the mounta ins o f L e b a n o n , a n d 
thus to the cedar forests, probably al lowed the 
kings o f this powerfu l city to acquire w o o d e n 
beams that were long e n o u g h to cover the r o o m 
despite its extraordinary d imensions . 

T h e n o r t h e r n s ide - chamber o f R o o m B, 
label led as R o o m A H , was connected to a small 
R o o m (AV) a n d gave access to the royal t o m b 
through a series o f r ooms that measured 60 m, 
inc lud ing a staircase ( R o o m BK) and a l ong cor
r idor ( A Q ) . T h e whole series may be cons idered 
as a processional entry to the sphere o f the 
netherwor ld with ritual func t ion (Fig. 5) . T h e 
inventory o f these subterranean rooms , inc lud ing 
the t o m b itself, was still in situ. 

In the filling debris o f corr idor A Q a part o f 
the royal archive consisting o f 67 comple te or 
fragmentary tablets was f ound . It was originally 

deposi ted in a r o o m located at least in part above 
the corridor. As a result o f the destruction by fire 
o f the palace, the roo f o f the corr idor (which was 
also the f loor o f the archive r o o m ) collapsed. 

To the west o f the reconstructed archive room, 
above the subterranean corridor, there was an 
extended r o o m (Q) at the northern edge of the 
palace, which may be identif ied as a k ind o f 
"panorama room". It was connected with a small 
courtyard to the south and two corridors to the 
west. T h e two corridors gave access to R o o m N, a 
square room with po lychrome wall paintings inside. 

R o o m N was ad jo in ing the basement R o o m U 
in the north-western corner o f the palace. Here a 
cistern was cut into the natural bedrock (Fig. 6). It 
was the only installation for water supply f o u n d in 
the palace to date. T h e cistern was filled with the 
rubble o f the collapsed walls, floors and inventory 
o f R o o m N, ne ighbour ing R o o m U to the east, with 
a 7 m higher f loor level. Wi th in the debris f rom 
r o o m U , nearly 4000 fragments o f the wall plaster 
with a high quality painted decoration were found.'1 

Fig. 5 Corr idor A Q (pho to by K. Wita) 

9 Cf. PFALZNER infra. 
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Fig. 6 Room U with cistern and rubble of Room N (photo by G. Mirsch) 

T h e comparative analysis o f the architectural 
layout o f the palaces o f Qatna and Mari10 as well as 
other O l d Babylonian residential buildings yields 
some possibilities for a chronological understand 
ing:11 T h e spatial organisation shows striking simi
larities, mostly in the central representational 
wing. They are f o rmed by an inner courtyard, and 
a sequence o f two rooms, the so-called Thronsaal-
Festsaal-Gruppe in the terminology o f E. Heinrich.12 

Hall C in Qatna is typologically comparable with 
Court 106 o f the palace o f Mari. R o o m B and A , 
which cou ld be entered f rom Hal l C, form a 
sequence o f two representative halls parallel to 
R o o m s 64 and 65 in the Palace o f Zimri-Lim. In 
both buildings the larger r o o m lies beh ind the 
smaller one and shows a similar access pattern. 

T h e main difference between O l d Babylonian 
palaces and the palace o f Qatna lies in the use and 
frequency o f co lumns and co lumn bases m a d e o f 

basalt. Even Hall C was, contrary to Court 106 in 
Mari, complete ly covered with the he lp o f 
columns. T h e reason for that may be f ound in two 
specific features: First, there was much more rain 
in Western Syria than in Babylonia; therefore, 
open courtyards were (and are today) less frequent 
in Syria. Second, wood was m u c h more available in 
the areas close to the coastal mountains o f the Lev
ant. In Babylonia, good wood like cedars must have 
been imported f r o m far away. 

T h e considerat ion o f the architecture o f the 
palace o f Qatna brings us the fo l lowing results: 

1. T h e three architectural units o f the palace 
area o f Qatna, as de f ined by D u Mesnil d u 
Buisson, be long to o n e and the same bui lding. 

2. T h e layout o f the palace o f Qatna can be best 
compared with O l d Babylonian palace archi
tecture; mos t o f the o ther k n o w n Syrian 

10 Cf. MARGUERON 1982: 209ff. and HEINRICH 1984: 68ff. 
11 C f . NOVAK a n d PFALZNER 2000. 

12 C f . HEINRICH 1984: 74. 
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palaces of this period follow quite different lay
out patterns. 

3. The foundation of the palace probably should 
be dated into the Old Syrian Period (Middle 
Bronze Age), contemporary to the Old Baby
lonian Period in Mesopotamia; later buildings, 
both in Mesopotamia and in Syria, show com
pletely different layouts. 

1.2. The Ceramic Evidence13 

After the architectural indications, the ceramics 
found within the palace give the most precise 
information used in reconstructing the chronolo

gy of the palace. The majority of well-stratified pot
tery assemblages belonged either to the fill layers 
(= Phase G 9 in the stratigraphical sequence) 
sealed by the floors of the palace (= Phase G 8) or 
to the layer of its latest use (= Phase G 7). 

Most of the sherds from Phase G 9 date to the 
Middle Bronze Age I and the transition from 
Middle Bronze Age I to II (Fig. 7). A type found 
in relatively high percentages is a flat bowl with a 
slightly retracted rim. An example is sherd MSH 
99G-q0253-2, another one with a larger rim diam
eter is MSH 99G-q0118-l). Comparisons can be 
found throughout Western Syria like Hama, Ebla, 

M S H 99 G - q0258-3 
M S H 9 9 G - q 0 1 1 8 - l 

M S H 99 G - q0213- l 
0 5 cm 

M S H 99 G - i0024 M S H 00 G - i0154 

M S H 0 0 G - i 0 1 5 3 

7 
M S H 9 9 G-q0234- l 

Fig. 7 Ceramic f rom Phase G 9 (drawings by G. Elsen-Novak and S. Mankel ) 

T h e ceramics are s tudied by Dr. Uwe Sievertsen SEN apud NOVAK, and PFALZNER 2002: 239ff. For more 
(Tub ingen ) . For first prel iminary reports cf. NOVAK detailed quotat ion o f comparisons see there, 
and PFALZNER 2000: 285ff. and 2001: 192f., and SIEVERT-
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A l a l a h a n d H a l a w a . T h e s a m e a p p l i e s t o b o w l s 
w i t h a s l i gh t l y s t e p p e d r i m (e .g . , M S H 9 9 G - q 0 2 1 3 -
1 ) . A n o t h e r v e r y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s h a p e is t h e car i -
n a t e d b e a k e r w i t h o r w i t h o u t a b a s e r i n g , s u c h as 
M S H 9 9 G - i 0 0 2 4 . A s P. G e r s t e n b l i t h h a s s t re s sed , 
th i s k i n d o f b e a k e r is v e r y t y p i c a l o f t h e M i d d l e 
B r o n z e A g e I . " I t is f o u n d f r o m t h e L e v a n t t o 
B a g h u z i n E a s t e r n Syria.1 5 

A n u m b e r o f j a r s , p o t s a n d b o t t l e s f r o m P h a s e 
G 9 s h o w t h e t y p i c a l M i d d l e B r o n z e A g e c o m b e d 
d e c o r a t i o n a t t h e s h o u l d e r s , e i t h e r i n h o r i z o n t a l 
o r i n w a v e d l ines . " 1 

I n G r a v e 3 4 , w h i c h b e l o n g s t o P h a s e G 9 , t w o 
c o m p l e t e vesse l s w e r e f o u n d : a c a r i n a t e d b e a k e r 
a n d a s m a l l p o t w i t h a d o u b l e r i m a n d c o m b e d 
d e c o r a t i o n o n t h e s h o u l d e r . B o t h d a t e t o t h e M i d 
d l e B r o n z e A g e , m o s t l i k e l y t o t h e t r a n s i t i o n o f 
M i d d l e B r o n z e A g e I a n d I I . 

T h e M i d d l e B r o n z e A g e s h e r d s o f P h a s e G 9 
a r e m i n g l e d w i t h a r e l a t i v e l y h i g h a m o u n t o f E a r l y 
B r o n z e A g e I V t ypes , l i k e t h e s o - c a l l e d " H a m a -
B e a k e r s " 1 7 ( o r " C a l i c i f o r m W a r e " ) . T h e s e b e a k e r s 
i n d i c a t e a n e a r l i e r o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e a r e a d a t i n g 
t o t h e l a t e 3 r d m i l l e n n i u m B C . 

A n i n d i c a t i o n f o r t h e d a t i n g o f t h e d e s t r u c t i o n 
h o r i z o n o f t h e p a l a c e is f o u n d i n t h e c e r a m i c s 
f r o m P h a s e G 7, t h e l a tes t o c c u p a t i o n p h a s e o f 
t h e p a l a c e . A h i g h n u m b e r o f s h e r d s a n d vesse ls 
w e r e f o u n d i n R o o m G , t h e s o - c a l l e d Salle des Jar-
res.18 A s p u b l i s h e d e l s e w h e r e , t h e m a j o r i t y a p p a r 
e n t l y d a t e s t o t h e L a t e B r o n z e A g e I, b u t is m i x e d 
w i t h a n u m b e r o f M i d d l e B r o n z e A g e s h e r d s . 1 9 

A n o t h e r v e r y i m p o r t a n t find a r e a is c o r r i d o r A Q 
w i t h t h e r o y a l t o m b . T h e m a t e r i a l b e l o n g s n o t 
o n l y t o t h e s u b t e r r a n e a n r o o m s , b u t a l s o t o t h e 
a b o v e c h a m b e r s i n c l u d i n g t h e a r c h i v e r o o m 
w h i c h , i n t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e p a l a c e , f e l l i n t o 
t h e s p a c e s b e l o w . 

T h e m o s t f r e q u e n t t y p e o f p o t t e r y f o u n d h e r e 
is t h a t o f a f l a t b o w l o r a d e e p p l a t e w i t h o u t p r o 

n o u n c e d r i m (F ig . 8 ) . I n seve ra l cases t h e i n n e r 
a n d o u t e r s i d e s h o w s a h o r i z o n t a l s t r ip o f p a i n t e d 
r e d d e c o r a t i o n c l o s e t o t h e r i m . T h i s k i n d o f p l a t e 
is v e r y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e L a t e B r o n z e A g e I a n d 
I I a n d is f o u n d f r o m t h e L e v a n t t o S o u t h e r n 
M e s o p o t a m i a . 

I n t h e d e b r i s o f R o o m B J , w h i c h w a s o r i g i n a l l y 
l o c a t e d a b o v e t h e a n t e c h a m b e r , a n d i n s i d e t h e 
r o y a l t o m b s o m e l u x u r y g o o d s o f s p e c i f i c p o t t e r y 
w a r e s w e r e d i s c o v e r e d : t w o g o b l e t s o f t h e so -
c a l l e d " N u z i - W a r e " f o u n d i n s i d e t h e t o m b a n d 
t h r e e b o w l s o f C y p r i o t e " W h i t e - S l i p - I I - W a r e " w e r e 
d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e filling o f t h e a n t e c h a m b e r n e x t 
t o s h e r d s o f l a r g e s t o r a g e j a r s . 

A l o n g d i s c u s s i o n h a s t a k e n p l a c e a b o u t t h e 
d e f i n i t i o n , n a t u r e , c h r o n o l o g y , a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 
t h e s o - c a l l e d " N u z i - W a r e " (F ig . 9 ) . 2 0 O n e o f t h e 
m a j o r q u e s t i o n s is i ts r e l a t i o n t o t h e s o - c a l l e d 
" H a b u r - W a r e " , w h i c h i t se l f c a n b e d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
i n t o a n o l d e r a n d a y o u n g e r v a r i a n t . M o s t s c h o l a r s 
p r e f e r t o d e f i n e t h e " N u z i - W a r e " i n a n a r r o w 
s e n s e , w i t h e l a b o r a t e d w h i t e - o n - b l a c k - p a i n t i n g as 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f ea tu re . 2 1 T h e "Habur -Ware" , b o t h 
t h e o l d e r a n d t h e y o u n g e r o n e , s h o w s i m p l e r e d 
p a i n t i n g o n a l i g h t g r o u n d . F o r m s a n d t e c h n o l o g 
ica l a d v a n c e s f o u n d i n t h e y o u n g e r v a r i a n t a r e 
c l ea r l y r e l a t e d t o t h e p r o p e r " N u z i - W a r e " . T h e r e 
f o r e , s o m e a u t h o r s s u b s u m e b o t h t o g e t h e r as 
" N u z i - W a r e " i n a w i d e r sense . 2 2 A n y h o w , it s e e m s 
m o r e j u s t i f i e d t o d e f i n e " N u z i - W a r e " i n a m o r e 
n a r r o w s e n s e , i r r e s p e c t i v e o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 
y o u n g e r " H a b u r - W a r e " m a y b e s e e n j u s t as a s i m p l e 
a n d , i m p o r t a n t l y , a l o c a l N o r t h e r n M e s o p o t a m i a n 
i m i t a t i o n o f e l a b o r a t e d " N u z i - W a r e " . 

P r o p e r " N u z i - W a r e " c a n b e d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n 
i t se l f i n t o a n e a s t e r n a n d a w e s t e r n v a r i a n t ; t h e lat 
t e r a l s o l a b e l l e d as " A c a n a - W a r e " . T h e d i f f e r e n c e 
l ies i n t h e d e c o r a t i o n : T h e e a s t e r n o n e e m p l o y s 
p r i m a r i l y g e o m e t r i c p a t t e r n s , t h e w e s t e r n o n e 
m o s t l y f l o r a l d e c o r . 2 3 

14 GERSTENBLITH 1983: 79f . 
15 NEUFANG n.d., Form 5, Variant 1. It is noteworthy here 

that the ceramic from Qatna reveals many parallels to 
that found in Baghuz (TUBB 1982: 61ff.). 

16 On the combed decoration of Middle Bronze Age pot
tery, cf. KASCHAU 1999: 10Iff. 

17 For "Hama-Beakers" and the "Caliciform-Ware", cf. 
M A Z Z O N I 1985: I f f . ; O R T H M A N N a n d R O V A 1991: 106ff . ; 
R O V A 1996: 24f . 

18 For the ceramics found by the French archaeologists 
within the Salle des Jarres, cf. D u MESNII. DU BUISSON 
1935: 95f. 

19 On the ceramic found in Room G cf. NOVAK and 
PFALZNER 2000: 288ff. Phase G 7 was labelled there as 
"Schicht G 4". 

20 C f . STEIN 1984; H R O U D A 1989; PFALZNER 1995: 238ff . ; 
P O S T G A T E et al. 1997: 5 4 £ ; O A T E S et al. 1997: 67f. ; a n d 
the references cited there. 

21 P O S T G A T E et al. 1997: 5 4 f.; O A T E S et al. 1997: 67f. 
22 C f . PFALZNER 1995: 238ff . ; H R O U D A 1989. 
2 3 STEIN 1984: 28. 
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Fig. 8 Flat plate of Phase G 7 with tablets of the "Archive of Idanda" (photo by G. Mirsch) 

Fig. 9 Two beakers of "Nuzi-Ware" found inside the Royal Tomb (photo by K. Wita) 
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Fig. 10 Bowl of "White-Slip-II-Ware" (photo by K. Wita) 

"Nuzi-Ware" appears to have been closely con
nected with the Mittani empire: In a chronological 
sense, the ware is not attested in levels which pre
date the formation of the empire in the late 16th 

century, and it became less frequent after its 
destruction in the 14th century.24 The spatial distri
bution of "Nuzi-Ware" stretched from Northern 
Syria to the Zagros Ranges, matching exacdy the 
empire's area of political expansion. We find quite 
good parallels for our material in the "Nuzi-
Beakers" found in the palace of Level IV in Alalah.25 

The three bowls of "White-Slip-II-Ware" were 
found in Room BJ above the antechamber of the 
royal tomb, close to a storage jar (Fig. 10) .26 They 
belong to a variety, which dates to Late Bronze Age 
I-IIA, or the late 15th to early 14th century BC.27 

The preliminary analysis of the ceramic found 
in the palace of Qatna indicates that the founda
tion of the building must have occurred during the 
transition phase of Middle Bronze Age I and II, 
most likely the 18th or 17th century. The destruc
tion should be dated to the 14th century. 

Just a few examples were found in levels dating to the 
13th century, for example in Dur-Kurigalzu (STEIN 
1989: 57). 
Cf. STEIN 1989: pi. XV, 13. The palace of Level IV in 
Alalah was most probably erected immediately after the 
time of king Idrimi, contemporary of Mittani king Par-
rattarna I (ca. 1470 BC), and in use during the reign of 
his son Niqmepa and his grandson Ilimilima. It was 
destroyed by the Hittite king Suppiluliuma I. A large 
number of "White-Slip-II-Ware" (TODD 2001: 209) 
appeared side by side with "Base-Ring-II-Ware" and 
Mycenean ceramic of Phase Late Helladic IIIA. "Nuzi-

Ware" became common just shortly before the destruc
tion of Level IV (STEIN 1989: 41). 
This situation is reminiscent of attestation of "milk 
bowls" covering storage jars at Tell Abu Hawam (cf. 
ARTZY2001: 113, fig. 6 ) . 
Cf. FISCHER 2001: 167, table 1. "White-Slip-II-Ware" is 
frequently attested at the sites of the coastal plains of 
Northern Levant but quite rare in the interior (YON 
2001). In Qatna just one sherd of "White-Slip-II-Ware" 
has been discovered by Du Mesnil du Buisson (cf. Du 
MESNIL DU BUISSON 1935: 34f.; YON 2001: 122). 



310 Mirko Novak 

I 
1 em 

MSH01G-i0319 MSH01G-i0320 

"i 
m frr 

MSH01G-i0185a und b 

j..-j .v. 

70 

cm 

MSH01G-i0260 MSH01G-i()160 

Fig. 11 Examples of Old Syrian glyptic from the palace (drawings by G. Elsen-Novak) 
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1.3. The Glyptic Evidence28 

Besides the architecture a n d the ceramics there 
are some other objects which he lp to de f ine the 
chrono logy o f the palace. T h e most s ignif icant is 
the glyptic evidence, which is represented b y 11 
cyl inder seals a n d about 400 seal impress ions on 
clay impressions o f door jambs , on clay vessel seal-
ings or on cune i form tablets (Fig. I I ) . 2 9 M o s t o f 
t h e m were f o u n d in filling material near d o o r 
thresholds, while some o f them c o m e f r o m the 
debris o f the collapse o f R o o m N. O t h e r Find 
spots were the material in the corridor, the tablets 
o f the archive, and the royal tomb. 

Based on stylistic grounds, the majori ty o f the 
glyptic can be dated to the second hal f o f the O l d 
Syrian Period. These seals be long to the so-cal led 
"Classical Syrian Style", which starts m o r e or less 
with the t ime o f the archive o f Z imr i -L im in 
Mari.30 Jus t a few examples f r o m the glyptic evi
dence predate this per iod , while a h igher n u m b e r 
date to the early Midd le Syrian Period. 

T h e range o f moti fs is very broad and in s o m e 
cases un ique ; the style is o f h igh quality with a fine 
mode l la t ion o f the figures.31 A characteristic Fea
ture o f the Qatna sealings both o f the O l d a n d 
Midd le Syrian Per iod is the f requent appearance 
o f Egyptian motifs and elements.32 Th i s prov ides 
further evidence for the chronology, since s u c h 
motifs are no t attested in the Syrian glyptic b e f o r e 
Samsi -Adad I (ca. 1710 -1679 BC)3 3 a n d t h e 
archive o f level V I I at Alalah.34 Hittite i n f l u e n c e is 
absent with o n e exception,3 5 Mittani i n f l u e n c e is 
quite l imited. 

T h e glyptic evidence indicates a l ifespan o f t h e 
palace f r o m the m idd le o f the O l d Syrian to t h e 
beg inn ing or m i d d l e o f the Midd le Syrian Pe r i od , 
which matches the compar isons m a d e bo th w i th 
the ceramic corpus and the architecture. 

1.4. Conclusion 

O n the basis o f the material culture the fol lowing 
reconstruction o f the chronology o f the palace 
can be presented: 

T h e bui ld ing was f o u n d e d in the midd le o f the 
O l d Syrian Per iod (= transition Middle Bronze 
Age I to I I ) , more or less in the per iod o f the 
archives o f Mari (18 th to 17th century BC) . It was 
in use dur ing the second half o f the O l d Syrian 
a n d the first half o f the Middle Syrian Period 
(Middle Bronze A g e II to Late Bronze Age I) and 
most likely destroyed in the 14th century. 

This hypothesis is supported by a number o f 
other objects f o u n d in the palace: Two statues dis
covered on either side o f the entrance o f the royal 
tomb date clearly to the O l d Syrian Period and 
show close relations to the so-called "Head of 
Yar im-Lim" f rom Alalah (Level VI I ) and a number 
o f statues f rom Ebla.3'1 These statues mark the foun
dation of the royal tomb and also o f the palace. 

A n u m b e r o f stone vessels discovered in the 
corr idor and inside the royal t omb show close 
re lat ion to vessels f o u n d in the so-cal led 
Schatzhaus in Kumid i , a t omb that dates to more 
or less the same per iod as the latest use o f our 
t o m b in Qatna.37 

2 . T H E HISTORICAL FRAMEWORK38 

T o connect the archaeological in format ion with 
the relative and absolute chronology, o n e should 
present a brief overview o f the history o f Qatna, as 
known f r o m external sources and the cune i form 
tablets f o u n d in the palace. 

2.1. External Sources about the History of Qatna 

As known so far, the t oponym o f Qatna does no t 
appear in textual sources o f the 3 r d m i l l enn ium 
BC, nei ther in Ebla no r in Mesopotamia. Since 

The seals and seal impressions are studied by Gabriele 
Elsen-Novak MA (Tubingen). For first results cf. ELSEN-
NOVAK 2002. 
Cf. G. ELSEN-NOVAK apud NOVAK and PFALZNER 2003. 
O n this terminology and the stylistic criteria cf. OTTO 
2000. 
Cf. ELSEN-NOVAK 2002. 
O n Egyptian motifs in Syrian glyptic cf. EDER 1995, 
TEISSIER 1996 and BIETAK 1998. 
The date of the reign of Samsi-Adad I follows GASCHE et 
al. 1998, modified in Akkadica 108: Iff. 
COLLON 1975; for the relative chronology of Alalah cf. 

HEINZ 1992. 
NOVAK and PFALZNER 2001: 189, Fig. 21. 
O n the statues and their dating cf. NOVAK and PFALZN
ER 2003. 
O n the Schatzhaus cf. MIRON 1990 and ADLER 1994. 
An overview on the history of Qatna as known from 
external sources was presented by KLENGEL 2000. The 
textual material from Operation G in the palace of 
Qatna including the royal archive is studied by Thomas 
Richter (Frankfurt). O n the first results cf. RICHTER 
2002a, 2002b and 2003. 
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archaeological material indicates an occupation 
of the site of Misrife it seems it had another name 
during that period. 

If a recently proposed identification is right, 
the first mention of Qatna was in the so-called 
"Sinuhe-tale" dating to the reign of Pharaoh 
Sesostris I.39 

The archives of the kings of Mari provide the 
next source of information, dating to the 18th 

and 17th century BC. In this period Qatna, or 
more precisely "Qatanum", was one of the most 
powerful kingdoms not only in Syria, but also 
in the whole Near East, and the main counter
part and rival of its northern neighbour Yamhad 
with its capital Halab (Aleppo) .40 Both cities were 
in close contact with Mesopotamian rulers, such 
as Samsi-Adad I of Assyria and Hammurabi of 
Babylon. During this period, Qatna was ruled by 
an Amorite dynasty41, with the kings Isci-Hadda 
and Amut-pI-cEl. It is still unclear if these two 
rulers were in contact with the (presumably) 
contemporary Egyptian king Neferhotep I. As is 
attested by inscriptions, this Pharaoh had com
mercial relations with king Yantin-cAmmu of 
Byblos, who is also mentioned in the archive of 
Zimri-Lim of Mari.42 

Nearly nothing is known about the history of 
Qatna during the following centuries until the 
so-called "Amarna-Period". Historical sources 

seem to confirm that Qatna was a small vassal-
state under the control of the Mittani empire 
during this period.43 The city is mentioned sev
eral times by Egyptian kings who passed by the 
city during their campaigns to Syria.44 At that 
time, the city was inhabited by Amorites and 
Hurrians, as is attested by the onomasticon of 
the "Inventory of the Temple of Belet-Ekallim" 
found in the palace of Qatna during the French 
excavations.45 Some names of kings are men
tioned in these texts without any precise dating: 
Naplimma, Sinadu, Haddu-nlrari, Ulasuda and 
Idadda. None of them were known from other 
sources so far.46 

The last known king of Qatna was Akizzi, who 
wrote at least four letters to the Egyptian king 
Akhenaton (Amenophis IV, 1349-1333 BC47) with 
the request for support against the aggressive Hit-
tite king Suppiluliuma I (ca. 1343-1318/6 BC48). 
The Hittite sources mention the siege and 
destruction of Qatna during his so-called "one-
year-campaign" to Syria.49 Still, there is no proof 
that both events are one and the same. 

Although there is some evidence of an occu
pation of the site after this event, it is obvious that 
Qatna had lost its importance. There is just one 
possible appearance of the toponym of Qatna in 
the tablets of Emar that date to the thirteenth 
century BC.50 

SCHNEIDER 2002. No historical information is given in 
this text except the fact that the city might have been 
of high political importance even in that time. 
KLENGEL 2000. 
For the Amorites and their significance in the 2ml mil
lennium, cf. BUCCELLATI 1990 and STRECK 2000. 
H E L C K 1971: 64 . 
KLENGEL 2000: 247ff. 
KUHNE 1982: 203ff. King Thutmosis III avoided attack
ing Qatna during his campaigns, although the city 
appeared to be an enemy of the Egyptian troops 
(HELCK 1971: 157). Instead of Qatna, the cities of 
Tunip and Qades are mentioned as the main oppo
nents of the Egyptians in central Syria. 
BOTTERO 1949; for the other tablets found at Qatna, cf. 
B O T T E R O 1950. 
KLENGEL 2000. 
For the chronology cf. VON BECKERATH 1997. 
The absolute chronology of Suppiluliuma I depends 
on the dating of the so-called "Dahamunzu-aSiair". Dur
ing his siege of Karkamis he received a letter of the 
widow of the late Egyptian Pharaoh, who is named 
Niphururia and can be identified either as Akhenaton 
(Nfr-hpr.w-BP) or as Tutankhamun (Nb-hpr.w-FF). The 
widow is named Dahamunzu, which derived from Egypt 

la hemet nesu "wife of the king". Queen Dahamunzu can 
therefore be identified either with Meret-Aton, wife of 
Akhenaton and Semankhkare (KUHNE 1999: 221; PARK
ER 2002), or Nofretete (REEVES 2002: 204ff.), or 
Ankhes-en-Amun, wife of Tutankhamun (VAN DEN 
H O U T 1994: 85; H A C H M A N N 2001 : 149; K L E N G E L 2002 : 
45.). WILHELM and BOF.SE (1987) argue for an identifi
cation with the widow of Semankhkare and calculate 
therefore the reign of Suppiluliuma I from 
1343-1322/18. But if she was indeed the widow of 
Tutankhamun, as is nowadays widely preferred, then 
the "affair" about the desire of the Egyptian queen to 
marry a son of the Hittite king occurred (after the 
chronology of VON BECKERATH 1997) in the year 1322. 
Following FREU (1992: 94ff.) Suppiluliuma must have 
outlived this correspondence and the murder of his 
son by at least six years. This would mean that his reign 
lasted from 1343-1316 BC. 
For the chronology of the Hittite campaigns cf. KLEN
GEL 1999 and 2000: 248f and FREU 1992: 94. 
ADAMTHWAITE 1995: 94. But it is unclear, however, if the 
place Qatna mentioned there as having been attacked 
by Aramean tribes should be identified with Qatna 
(Tell Misrife) in central Syria or with Qatni (Tall 
Fadgami or Tell as-Samsani) in the Habur-region. 

http://Bof.se
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2.2. The "Archive of Idanda"51 

67 complete or fragmentary cuneiform tablets 
were discovered in the debris filling corridor A Q 
during the campaign of 2002 (Fig. 8). They have 
been stored in flat bowls of typical Late Bronze 
Age shape in the room extending above the sub
terranean corridor. Most of the texts are legal 
documents and lists, but five of them are letters 
written by men named Takuwa, Hanute and Sar-
rutase and addressed to a certain Idanda. None of 
the senders is qualified by a title. The first two of 
them were surely equal in position to Idanda 
since they call themselves his "brothers", while the 
latter was subordinate to him and addressed him 
as his "father".52 Idanda is most certainly to be 
identified with king Idadda, known as the latest 
patron of the Temple of Belet-Ekallim from the 
"Inventory". One legal document was written in 
the reign of king Haddu-nlrari, also known from 
the "Inventory" as the predecessor of Idadda. 
This ruler is probably to be identified with a ruler 
of the country of Nuhasse with the same name, 
known from the "Amarna letters".53 

Unfortunately none of the texts of the archive 
give a precise date to help to connect them with 
the chronology of Late Bronze Age Syria. At least, 
a "King of Hatti" is mentioned who was raiding in 
Northern Syria and who is said to have "destroyed" 
the Mittani empire. Now, there are two possibili
ties: Either the well known campaigns of king Sup-
piluliuma I against Mittani and its Syrian vassals as 
mentioned in the so-called "Sattiwaza-treaty" 

(CTH 51) and the "Deeds" (CTH 40),54 or the 
campaign of king Tuthaliya I (ca. 1420-1400 BC), 
known from the treaty of Muwatalli II and Talmi-
Sarruma of Halab (CTH 75).58 

The historical context makes it more likely that 
Idanda should be dated to the reign of Suppiluliu-
ma I and Hanute, who, as one of the senders of the 
letters, can be identified with a general of the Hittite 
king.56 Haddu-nlrari, known as an opponent of Sup-
piluliuma I, might have been removed from his 
throne by the Hittites during the so-called "one-year-
campaign". He was replaced by Idanda, who was 
allied with the Hittites. During the absence of the 
Hittite army from Syria between the "one-year-cam
paign" and the "six-year-campaign", about 13 years 
later, Tusratta of Mittani managed to re-establish his 
power and political control over Northern and Cen
tral Syria. He might have also defeated Idanda, 
though this is not attested in any ancient source. 
The last known king of Qatna, Akizzi, was again 
attacked by the Hittites and their allies and contact
ed the Egyptian Pharaoh in hope of support. 

If this reconstruction of historical events is cor
rect, the palace of Qatna might have been 
destroyed in the time between the two main cam
paigns of Suppiluliuma I in Syria, e.g. more or less 
around 1340 BC. 

2.3. Historical Conclusions 
On the basis of historical information, the king
dom of Qatna lasted from the 19th to the 14th cen
tury, with a few attestations of an existence of the 

DATE PERIOD RULER OF QATNA SYNCHRONISM 

1700 BC Old Syrian 
Is'I-Haddu 

Amut-pi-'El 

Samsi-Adad of Assyria 

Zimrl-Lim of Mari 

1340 BC Middle Syrian 

Naplimma 
Sinadi 

Haddu-nlrari 
Idanda 
Akizzi 

Suppiluliuma I of Hatti and 
Akhnaton of Egypt 

Fig. 12 Rulers of Qatna and synchronisms 

51 On the "archive of Idanda" cf. RICHTER 2002b and 2003. 
52 This does not mean that there was a biological relation 

between them. In Akkadian letter formulas hierarchi
cal relations were expressed by family terminology 
("brother" to equals, "father" to higher ranking per
sons, "son" to subordinates). 

5S On Haddu-nlrari of Nuhasse and some of his political 
activities cf. ALTMAN 2001a and 2001b. 

94 KLENGEL 1999: 138 (A 4 ) . 
55 KLENGEL 1999:114. 
56 On the reasons for these conclusions and the historical 

context cf. RICHTER 2002b and 2003. 
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city itself until the 13th century. The climax of its 
power was, based on the material known so far, 
during the reign of IscI-Hadda, an ally of Samsi-
Adad I of Assyria (Fig. 12). It was the time not 
only of military and political power but also of 
extraordinary commercial and economic impor
tance, as reflected in the texts found in Mari. 

Nothing is known about the circumstances and 
the date of Qatna's loss of independence. It 
became a vassal of Mittani empire in the late 16th 

century. As the letters of the recently discovered 
archive of Idanda prove, the king of Qatna was still 
able to make his own policy to a certain degree. 
Anyhow, the conflicts between the main powers of 
the time involved all of the Syrian kingdoms and 
made it difficult to find a balance between the 
empires. It seems as if the kings of Qatna failed in 
this respect, so that its importance vanished 
towards the end of the 14th century BC. 

3. CONCLUSION 

Now let us finally reconsider both archaeological 
and epigraphic evidence to establish the chronol
ogy of the palace of Qatna (Fig. 13). 

The historical sources provide information about 
the city of Qatna from the 19th to the 13th centu
ry BC with the climax of commercial and political 
power in the 18th and 17th centuries BC. Archae
ological material found in the palace area and 
elsewhere on the site indicates an occupation 
from the Early Syrian (= Early Bronze Age) to the 
Neo Syrian Period (= Iron Age).57 The foundation 
of the rectangular city, which covered an area of 
100 ha, dates to the beginning of the Old Syrian 
Period, while its abandonment dates to the end of 
the Middle Syrian Period. Thus, the existence of 
the rectangular city corresponds more or less to 
the attestation of the toponym of Qatna. 

As archaeological evidence makes clear, the 
foundation of the palace cannot predate the tran
sitional phase from Middle Bronze Age I to II, or 
the 18th century. Furthermore, as huge dimen
sions and the high quality of the foundations 
attest, it must have been built in a period of 
wealth. The central, dominating position of the 
palace within the city and its elaborate, monu
mental architecture indicate an ideological claim 
to power.58 Therefore, it seems likely that the 

PHASE STRUCTURES P E R I O D D A T E 

G 1 Modern surface, house ruins, debris 
A D 1982 

A D 1929 

A D 1924-29 

A D 1850 

G 2 Later houses o f the m o d e m village o f al-Misrife t 
A D 1982 

A D 1929 

A D 1924-29 

A D 1850 

G 3 Excavation activities o f D u Mesnil du Buisson Modern 

A D 1982 

A D 1929 

A D 1924-29 

A D 1850 
G 4 Earlier houses o f the modern village o f al-Misrife 

A D 1982 

A D 1929 

A D 1924-29 

A D 1850 
Hiatus 

A D 1982 

A D 1929 

A D 1924-29 

A D 1850 

G 5 Later structures o f re-occupation o f the palace area 
Neo Syrian Period 

G 6 Earlier structures o f re-occupation o f the palace area 
Neo Syrian Period 

1000 B C 

1340 B C 

1500 B C 

Hiatus (?) 
1000 B C 

1340 B C 

1500 B C 
G 7 Later occupation of the palace Middle Syrian Period 

1000 B C 

1340 B C 

1500 B C 
G 8 Main use o f the palace with l ime mortar floors 

O l d Syrian Period 

1000 B C 

1340 B C 

1500 B C 

G 9 Construction hor izon o f the palace 
O l d Syrian Period 

Hiatus (?) 
2000 B C 

G 10 A b a n d o n m e n t surface above occupation levels 
2000 B C 

G 11 Later structures o f pre-palace occupat ion Early Syrian Period 

G 12 Earlier structures o f pre-palace occupat ion 2200 B C 

Fig. 13 Stratigraphic sequence o f the palace area 

57 Cf. AL-MAQDISSI et al. 2002. This aspect o f the architecture o f the palace will be 
treated elsewhere. 
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b u i l d i n g w a s f o u n d e d i n t h e time o f t h e k i n g s IscI-
H a d d a a n d A m u t - p I - c E l o r o n e o f t h e i r i m m e d i a t e 
p r e d e c e s s o r s o r s u c c e s s o r s . 

T h e t a b l e t s f o u n d w i t h i n t h e d e s t r u c t i o n l ay 
e r s o f t h e p a l a c e b e l o n g t o t h e a r c h i v e o f a c e r 
t a i n k i n g n a m e d I d a n d a , w h o m u s t h a v e r e i g n e d 
d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f t h e H i t t i t e k i n g S u p p i l u l i u -
m a I . H e w a s i n v o l v e d i n t o t h e d r a m a t i c a l e v e n t s 
r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e H i t t i t e a t t a c k s o n t h e M i t t a n i 
e m p i r e a n d its vassa ls i n Syr ia . S i n c e t h e a r c h a e 
o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e s a m e l a y e r s 
d o e s n o t p o s t d a t e t h e m i d d l e o f t h e 1 4 t h c e n t u r y 
B C , w e c a n c o n c l u d e t h a t t h i s d a t e s h o u l d c o r r e 
s p o n d t o t h e d e s t r u c t i o n a n d a b a n d o n m e n t 
o f t h e p a l a c e . T h e r e is n o e v i d e n c e f o r a l a t e r 
u s e o f t h e b u i l d i n g u n t i l t h e r e - o c c u p a t i o n s e e n 

i n d w e l l i n g s a n d h a n d c r a f t w o r k s h o p s o f t h e 
I r o n A g e . 

W h i l e it is k n o w n t h a t t h e c i ty i t se l f s u r v i v e d 
t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e p a l a c e b y p r o b a b l y 1 0 0 
years , it is stil l a m y s t e r y w h e r e t h e r e s i d e n c e o f 
t h e l a te r k i n g s h a d b e e n . A m o n g t h e m was A k i z z i , 
a c o n t e m p o r a r y o f A k h e n a t o n a n d t h e last k i n g o f 
Q a t n a a t t e s t e d i n h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s . 

Addendum: I n 2 0 0 3 a f l o o r was d i s c o v e r e d , 
w h i c h a b u t s t h e o u t e r f a c a d e o f t h e w e s t e r n w a l l 
o f t h e p a l a c e . O n t o p a r i c h i n v e n t o r y was f o u n d , 
w h i c h c o n s i s t s o f a h i g h q u a n t i t y o f c e r a m i c s , ter 
r a c o t t a f i g u r i n e s , sea l i m p r e s s i o n s a n d t o g g l e 
p i n s . A l l t h e o b j e c t s d a t e t o t h e M i d d l e B r o n z e 
A g e I I , t h u s i n d i c a t i n g t h e e a r l y u se o f t h e p a l a c e 
d u r i n g th i s p e r i o d . 
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