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The Crime of Organizing Pyramid Selling Activities:
the Evolution of Legal Interest and Behavioral Trait

Huang Hanmin

Abstract; Pyramid schemes experienced the transformation from commodity man-
agement pyramid selling to fraud pyramid selling, then to internet financing pyramid
selling in different eras. No matter in which stage of development, the confusion that the
pyramid selling crime belongs to fraud crime or organizational crime has always affected
the correct understanding and application of this crime. Analysis of the pyramid selling
crime shows that,with the development of the crime of organizing pyramid selling activi-

ties, the crime is separated from the scope of business activities,the order of the market e-
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conomy should no longer be taken as the legal interest. The main legal interest of this
crime is the legal interest about the social stability with risk controllability as its connota-
tion, and the secondary legal interest is the legal interest about personal property. The
current crime of organizing pyramid selling activities should be perfected in legislation and
judicature by means of the illegal evaluation function of legal interest.

Key Words: organizing pyramid selling activities; infringement of legal interest; be-

havioral trait
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