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Challenges and recent research progress

in pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma
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(State Key Laboratory of Molecular Vaccinology and Molecular Diagnostics, National Institute of

Diagnostics and Vaccine Development in Infectious Diseases, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361102, China)

Abstract: Pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma (PDAC) is still one of the deadliest malignancies in the world.
Although surgery remains the only curative treatment for pancreatic cancer, therapeutic strategies based on initial
resection have not substantially improved the survival of patients with resectable disease over the past 25 years. In
the metastatic setting, FOLFIRINOX, and drugs plus gemcitabine have yielded only modest improvements in
survival. Besides, immunotherapy, which has made important breakthroughs in recent years, also performs poorly in
patients with PDAC. Thus, new treatments are urgently needed for patients with PDAC. Here we review the current
challenges facing PDAC and the upcoming novel therapeutics that hold promise for this disease.
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VIR AR T, A% PDAC A5 AR L
YRR, B2, E25HIABIIRT TR, £
PDAC &, fFEFARIBMNEELIN 15%-20%,
RN, I HLE I 80% I & fE 32 F AR VIR
Jag R M. Hil, EF%E PDAC 1% 4057 245
¥ 8 A7 AE A A VA B A A A 8, AR 5-FU
(5-fluorouracil, 5-% J& ¥ IE ). FOLFIRINOX (FOL-
folinic acid. F-fluorouracil. IRIN-irinotecan. OX-
oxaliplatin, V. #2 -5- KW NE - A7 5L 85 R - B
MABBREIRYT T 5 ) 7 PO A DL S T 75 7 Al
IR & VB YT 1R SE A 3 1 AR A7 3 S s B B A A7
W BRI T —ERER, B2, BRIFAEE.
AT RAE oAt 288 7R S A g b R I L AR ) B 5 T s
£ PDAC 38 & FRIMB = F R, B, &
TE LSS R B Bl EARZO R Ie T F B A
SCRHIAZN PDAC BT I PR S B AT I i O Bk i, 4K
W R AT REAAAE R IR A, JFEL4E PDAC S5 (1Bt
FHEE, 9 PDAC ARKIBHFIRMTE—ENZSH.

1 FRETHBSRSER

1.1 FARZTEIGRIHkEk

FARUIBITIERIR)T PDAC (I EEFBZ —.
XoF A IR B L BT A= 5 1 Jey R i, AR R S Bl
JF BNk W R E SRR ERK . T8I R AT Y
fiti, 2K PDAC & H&EETF ARG, =
J&, fEPDAC &, fFEFARBIAEMNEZFL R
15%~20%, &bEoh, FH, CeBEZFARTIRN
PDAC & 1) 5 A A7 B AWAUH 15%~20%, it
80% MM B EEHZTF AR EHRKRER Y., &FF
RYUIBRHIAE T SRR 220 25 IR B E IS
PDAC BHMAAFZR, mREMERAEM A : (D) Ik
IR B Z A8 RIS F B, BEERIZH %
i Ok B AWM B, 2k T FARIBIT L2
(2) PDAC B =% # 1R, BEEEZ T AR
RET LT R/ NERS L, X2 PDAC BE ARG
HBREWENIREZ —. Fik, fEEIF & HE T
U RS S AR AR S, SEEILAE S v A 33 Je B
Wi HBAT FAR T, VR iE PDAC B FilG
PSS
1.2 FRETHARER

HAl, K ECIFKR 7 A2 &% PDAC (1))
R WibR &Y, Hh CA19-9 & N 5K,
JeME—3k FDA it AE e Wik &9 5 H2, H
R RS R R 2, BN 75.5% A1 77.6%,

Z A A EF X CA19-9 F 8RR 32 T o R 7 %o
Mayerle %5 " ¥4 9 Fft fin ¢ AR 1 br 40 5 CA19-9 Bk
4 H T PDAC I -2 . NE IR —i2 Wi Ay,
%A BAAE AT IR IEAT 1 2R 7T (training set), 7E Il
G g, X —HEbREY R RN 85%, R
JZH 94.9% (87.0%~97.0%) : £ £ B 58 B J5 #E4T 1)
MR FE (test set) H1, X —2H G bR EWIIRE T
91.3% (82.8%~964%), REELH 89.9% (81.0%~95.5%),
5 CA19-9 Mt A T RER S . EHRAEM ]
DLR R % 2 12 . s A0 100 A 4 1. Park
2 UWRI B R 0 ik % e T PR R AR
RI 4% fiE 5 1 A4 (APO A4) T4 21 4 J& B 1 8 4100 1)
7 -1 (TIMP-1), ‘EA415 CA19-9 BEA RS X 7 Jik i
# 5 5 PDAC, 323l PDAC f 5 A2 . Peng
2 RV E — 100k [ 6985 i /N B B B HRAIESE T TSP-2
{£5 PDAC WS br & al 470, Al 1Ak O
H¥adah, TSP-2 H%E R4 mT LLAF] 100%, {H2E,
BURPE B 22 (55%). 45 CA19-9 Bk & e, Hr ik
FBUEAE 2> BIE S T 98.7% F1 90.5%, {HIX IHAT 5
Fr KA1 230 {4 E MR AR A PDAC K5 L
E e NBE, ik, X—4AaEMmetaEAE
2R IS e — 2 B A
2 ERTHMRSEHE
2.1 {eEiRTrEimaIHke

230 T 2 2 AT I R IE JT PDAC 1 5 — S04
PEIT V. 5-FU K H BB IGIR B H TS
PDAC B #H M AEFRERAMLAKM L, B
1996 4F, FDA fit v & V8 s H V6 77 B 30 5= 36
VIR, PDAC A 18— NEZT
—VGIT Y. 5 5-FU ML, A EAE — ok
B WIGIRITSE (n = 126) v, EERE T REMN
Z K (response rates, RR: 23.8% vs 4.8%), #EK T i
B AL AR E] (5.6 N H vs 4.4 N H ) Al— 44 AF
F (18% vs 2%)",

FOLFIRINOX (1)t Bt — 20 el T T 24540
MR . BEIT TAEF AT 2 P Ok SERCHR 1 &
2RI — BT A A, e R TS R
By R 5-FU TG M- BR B 25 5 77 6 2501 Bk it
9 PDAC HIETT ML TBrifE v J7 % . FOLFIRINOX
(1) 22 25 W Bk A 10 T RCRAE TR PR R 56 75 DL
N> FELE I~IIT BAS 50 A 45 24E 52« FOLFIRINOX
JUTFAE AT A IT S5 AR T35 P AR SR 257697
A5 SR A A% (overall survival ; OS 11.1 N H vs
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6.8 N H ). JoikEA A7 [A] (progress free survival,
PES : 6.4 P vs 3.3 N ) Al—4EAELEE (48.4% vs
20.6%)",

Hi 4R 5-FU. FOLFIRINOX. 4 ifti il i€ DL Jz 3
T35 PE AR B BB VR T 7R A AR IR AR A I A i
AW ARG AT T —EWER, (HARIEA
WFE. HET, £ PDAC 1% 2407 250018 5 6 A7
e A BEAEE W, Wl T REEHECR,
FOLFIRINOX JfiJ7 52 fR T 75 % LU F IF H B A R
T SPIRZS (performance status, PS) ) 3% . MY anit,
T A AR AT AP ARG TS | R B R
0874 = 11| A Y3 R N R € 53 v N R R s
—RAIFRAE ", BEAL, BT PDAC SRR R () B
JRR A TR T — PRI PR E, AIT 2ok
ARoHE, XAE—EMRE EWES 7T 4YEE
7R 1,

22 ERTHMRHER

WHATHE S AT 29 a T ROR . 2R R —
FLORVEM 3. 7 PUAR IR AR D958 — 3k B FDA itk
1 —26 254, 1t PDAC B¥6I7 E B ARk AL
DL VO AdEAE 9B ZE S VR T R IR B33 2
MRz H, RS 7RO . S —
S A 1R YT T R AE W A I A B
gh 4 RN (gem/mab-p)!',  AE— T TIT 311G PR A
FiH1, gem/nab-p RS T NEE (23% vs 7%),
FEK T AL i3k A2 A7 3 (median progression-free
survival, mPFS ; 5.5 ™ H vs 3.7 /N H ), A7
& 2E 47 % (median overall survival, mOS) : 6.7 1~ H
vs 8.5 ™ H ). 2018 &, O'Reilly &5 U358 7 — TR
P A, 4RI JE (veliparib) 5 & Ph At = B A 1 1
GRS, Hf7E BRCA FHVE B3 oW 82 21 259 5
EPUHRIE . 7E BRCA FHMEZH, HE R MR
RN TT8% (T N9 N), AL N 233
H (381 H vs302 4 ), £ BRCA BIPE4, &
FImOS A 11 AH (54 H vs 1214 H). HEf,
— T T HAA0: TE 7 PPk DA 0 5 A At e B AN B
A YR A G A0 76 77 BRCA BHYM: PDAC &35 1I6 97
R (NCT01585805). Mahalingam 25 ' & 1, K
I J7 903 5 Pelareorep 55 % PUfli k&, MR T
—EREL UM IR AR . IX I T I PRI
557 34, AR L pIEE AN, 24 R
i, 5 NHIEmit g, —FMPMELEfFRS)
N 45% F 24% . ZHE TR IE SR T T g 10 B
2 I Rg A e DL R B I I R 4 i P O

To. Cai 5 VORI, FIF4LER A 2 LA B0 1 771
(TSA) 7] DUKR 5 M [ % HDACL. 7. 8, ¥ TSA 5
HUMIERCA, AT LA S PDAC T4, &5
IR IRTT RO . 88, DMEIT 200 B &
BIT AU B S5 & U, —TEfE T R
I SAIGPRAE 0K 5-FUL ARS8 e, Byb RN = 24K
4, F UAVEAL % 1t PDAC I A — ik sy 7 &
(NCT03487016).
3 EaTHkkSHRE
3.1 SRR EIGRIPE

GBI 1 D4 R N PDAC BFFEATR [0, 1B
AR E BRI IR BT nT DURR
BOE T A0, B AL AR et 3 3 1 PR 4 ) R )
FBHERE )T, IR B 12 RIE R R ITIE L
— %, GVAX J& 4 i 15 1fi AT L % 35 GM-CSF [ Jif
JEEH, GVAX "] LA 2 bt s % . SR,
Le 25 PUMIBE 70 R B, SALIT AR LG, K PR B Ik A
GVAX 1 CRS-207 Jk-& A BE . 35 32 iy R B A A7
(3.8 1M H vs4.6 I H ). HADSRAI R MIR AT, Wn
HyperAcute (NCT00569387). PANC 10.05 pcDNA-1/
GM (NCT00836407) . # A i U #3 FU 2% S . 2015
S, BN EEYE T WRE 4B AR CHTE 4 (CTLA-4)
AIFE 4R AET- 25 1 (PD-1) K H A& (PD-L1)
[ G, 2 A6 565 55 00 1) 7] (immune-checkpoint blockers,
ICBs) th7E 2 PR AL s R LA T B R R, 3F
HEA KA B NS, K2
(1) ICBs 4K fe id i £+ % PDAC [ 1T # 5 111 H
I PRARSG . 7F — 0 10 3908 R iR 3 ', Royal 25 &
R, (E—4 A% 27 % PDAC BEHBF G, H
A 1 B %F CTLA-4 ffil A N2 . fE— e 4
PERFFEH, Brahmer 25 ' F| BMS 2 5] [ PD-L1 i
IRIT T 207 &SR0 o, {HJ2, £ PDAC &4
R MR 25 N . PD-1 F1 PD-L1 7£ A ] /&
Hh R ALK 1) 2 BV AR ICBs R 259 N & A
RHIJRE 2 —. Liang 25 B 18— I5 [b] B P T 55 o
L, 7E 373§ PDAC H#35 +, PD-L1 il PD-1 [H %
() B 45 S0 M 3.2% 1 7.5%. 7F Gao 25 P i) — 15
mata 7> #7141 & B, PDAC £ 3% th PD-L1 ) BH % %
9 19%~62.5%. F5—J7 1, Sy T i B 0 Hkik
V5 PDAC MURE B IR R B AH G o A JMORE TR
B & R4y EokE, PDAC HI4MNEMES KES
B Ay, LR TS AL R AR 41 A (PSCs)
JiRE A ¢ BT 4E 40 (CAFs) FIZH RSN L7 %% . CAFs
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AT LA AR A R A= K PR 7. PSCs AT B2 PDAC
) b R 4 L ) 5 6 4k (EMIT)™7Y e 35 5 B 43 v 77 2
— 200 At K] R B PR 40 P AT B B
VEFT P9, ghAh,  FE 5 R o 16 BE LE S e 40 iR v
PHEEEENME. BTS2, PDAC MM SR
WS Tl A ELAZ R, TR R T v ) 0 R
HI 55 T S T A TT RUR
32 REBEATHMRIHE
3201 Ak A sl

EARFET ICBs [F B 25967 A g HUAS TR 12
F, SR, BEE BRI TR R, 8 R
7 IE A T ICBs 197 3%, N ICBs /£ PDAC
BB g R R AL T B R . Connor 25 P i 5E
T —TEE T 160 4 PDAC kA (1) 4 FE K 41 Al
RNA /7, @, Abfi1&3 T PDAC (1) 5 Ff
SARAL, FEBX S BRI 4 KK RV E
WEE DNA W& 4. MMR FI R 20056 K. 75 1% L
TS, XUEE DNA W 2442 5 F1 MMR W2 5 i fif
IR I W 41, 0 CTLA4. PD-1 A1 IDO-1
BRI 5, R R R R S e R 2 T
RN L. F Hu 25 B g — 30 70, AdAiIoF
FH 3 T 24 52 3R 0 NGS 4341, B 7E X} 341~468 4
JeE i A 3 R PR T A A0 S 1 i 58 A 25 R AT S 1
REEM P . WP 25 53880, MMR SR 7E PDAC
HHRIRERL N 0.8%, FHEHKIIFR T Lynch
CREAE. AATIERR] 7 ) 5 A 4 BIR s ia T
%, Balachandran 2% P49 T PDAC K HIAfE1%
HIH RS . AT R BUET PR 64 = LA & CD8'T
i H ¥R R R R A B B AR A
MUC16 Filfk Jeiim fit A= (1) 2 Bk B i KF 1 T 40 g
AR . MBI EE R AN EBERF R T
MUCI16 (1% K, X 7] G2 B T IR 78 G s ik ik 11
R AT S g 20 . 7E PDAC IRIIR A
B, 2960 MR FHPIADT 12 % FALNES
AT N, TE R T R S AR ) G i R SR AL
R, 3&F ICBs, SRHUEK G RT3 1E v PDAC
BV IT HRAE T S b — Mgk 77 €. — TR H SITC
ESEHE R, ¥ PD-1 5 CSFIR BLA, WEE|
T MEMNER @ N3 N); 754 BB A
WITANEREES, 1R RE Y. Hita 2
Ti%:F PD1 8¢ PD-L1 [IBCATRYT IR ARG (E7E T &
ZH (R 1), HEARIT RS TE AR RG24 % .
322 BN EE

IR 5E (oncolytic viruses, OVs) s&—Fa] AR

ARflcHh, e MRS I TG R Pk 5 ot 7Tt 955
1 ETICBsHEERIRARIEFT R

kR T TBEA SIS Wi 5 W FTit
PD-1/PD-L1 TSR NCT02305186  I/IIHH
PD-1/PD-L1 KIR NCT01714739 /113
PD-1/PD-L1 LAG-3 NCT01968109  I/IIiHH
PD-1/PD-L1 CTLA-4 NCT01928394 /I
PD-1/PD-L1 GVAXJER)  NCT02451982 VI
PD-1/PD-L1 o e NCTO01738139 1
PD-1/PD-L1 (S ==Y NCT02403271 /113
PD-1/PD-L1 CSFIR NCT02526017 Il

FH 93 23 24 B AR S P 35 A T 8 4t e T o8 81 PR v o7
BOR B R BRI R MR A S, R
JRCF fie 8 A 5 PR B 5 AT DAk — 25 S AT AR e 3 B
G S8 P, Eriksson %5 Y LI, R R LOAAT03
H A 5% K7 E2F 81, f#15 LOAd703 REUS1E
E2F =315 1 PDAC 4A ik £ Bl AR . A
X hnt, LOAd703 #5747t CD40L Al 4-1BB F: Kk
RE 175 T I e 1 A i R 40 3 0K G 2 ) TS A
S 38 L R B0 FE DU S AN iR AH SCPLJE (TAAs) B0S
T RS, w PR ETHT 78 B AE B CD4OL 1 4-1BB 11
PR E T B, Man 25 PO 4RGE T — R RAE T AdS-
3A-A20T B IR 5, X —RA4AT] LLFE PDAC
FOEFEPE SN, HFSEUMREM R thAh, 1R
— I T PR IREG 1, 17 44 PDAC B 4252 1 T-VEC
JRALIGEYY, b2 ZEE BT MEgEN, 3 4R
F ARV AL B RS IR R H IRy (NCT00-402025).
FHOCHIF LRI, 988 9 B 5L AT AR 5 1) PR b 41 48
FEAE ST, B FE R MR A i ] PR A — R B 9
KEA R AN K B 2T ECM B fERE I &R Alg B, X
e I AT DA 25 BRI BCM. 0] 428 20 B 1) ELYE /R
PEEIT AR . R, AR S
TG BA RPN . HITCH 20k
TR TS T A A SE 7 R ETE T R
(% 2).
3.2.3 CAR-T

HRAPURSZAR T 41l (chimeric antigen receptor
T cell, CAR-T) J7 VA fi#% CAR-T 4778, Rk
ZRAVE WV M7 — . A PURZ M (CAR) &
CAR-T iz L, BT T 4 DL HLA JEH8
75 SR R PR 68 J1.  H AR PR IR BT
CAR MRS A R DL BE R B0 T 4 i 5 &
(2 4 MR UFAR R S & B SR SR,
CAR-T JTVEAMUAE MK 5 G0 VLR Hp s 7 3R
B, TEAR MR RGeS M g U T A2 B
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gE R Beatty 2 U R B, R I B AR B R iR
PR 248 mRNA gw4E 1) T 40 fd 7] LLYE PDAC
FEAPUIR I M. Raj 55 MY FIH IV ] PDAC &
SR R T e 9B A fe P SR B /N BB g 7 T PDX B Y
(patient-derived tumor xenograft, A V&R S # AH
FERL Y, FEVESTHEA) Her-2 (1) CAR-T ZHf )5, fif#
NSRBI S 45 25 . Chen 28 ) M e R %
B, ¥ CAR-T j7i%5 PD-1 JiikBE A B f# ] CAR-T
g B R P 3R 9k PD-1 ek, w] DLt — D4R
CAR-T K597 25 . Sandin 25 ™ [RikH R 5 9,
CTLA-4 1| FAE /IS AR P 0T DL 25 sk 2D Tregs 4
B & 42, UL CTLA-4 5 CAR-T 7 B4 A
A RIS A . DeSelm 25 ™ &, 7E CAR-T
EITHT, FHE WAL (cyclophosphamide)Fll / %
% P i (fludarabine) A1 ( 8% ) ICBs AL FE, AT LA
Hl59 PDAC B&E KN Tregs 4GP, $#25 CAR-T
JTIERIEIT R . CAR-T vk k AR iR, Har
O 2 1% % PDAC ) CAR-T ¥7 v HE NIl R (£ 3),
{HJE, CAR-T J7 VM R Rt 1 A6 I 4 1) . 2
AT B ARG AR AN SR K A e Je8 241 A 2 T (1% PR o
VEHUR, (HEEXT PDAC Bk 2 5 5 A B4 g
S, Ft, CAR-T y7 kARt — 0 B S b 2K
P - UE 52 5 22 PDAC MR 5 S B i, DA/
CAR-T JTiExf IEH H M2 B R RIEH

4 g

PDAC k&R 2 H Bl e B an B M 2 —. %
FFRREAITHRISAEL 25 bR R EIR A B
HIAEGAE S B, RR LR T LT
PDAC HIMIRE L Wiks 4. BRI R AT 2ok
YA RFIGUE, (H2&— BTG 90E, By A R EEETE
PRI A R 6 R AT FR T, KK s &
HAEALR . B IT RIGIKIGTT PDAC [+ AR
HE, HATE T T A BA R IUE T — R
J7 R . (HERXT PDAC [ &R0 T 29 A7 10
BEMEROR, MRS, RS —
eI RRE ", B, VAT 4R, fREik
ST 26 A ST B R AR e R R R 2
BOFIEA ARG, KT S A IT 2998 Re 2 2
BB, TERIS BRI Rk, 1
PDAC &# LRI T BEIARGIEIRTT A IR TT
RORAE, H& DR R YE 7 A B8 897 o E 4R Bk
A ARBEEI AN K gL, SR)TEZ M. BEE R
RETRE, NZEXF PDAC A N E A WHRN,
FMZIE BRI L, W8 s 5 A AT LR
R85 BRI a0HL, HAEFEf# PDAC 41
i ARRE R DA K 3 58 PDAC B e S g2 SR b ) E
RIFHEEEE, CLMN PDAC JEI7 4K
FAGT s CAR-T I iEANAE ML 8 h R B2 HR,

=2 BT AERSNIRAIN SR

I B i W5 WA Beh oeng W itE
IR IR Fi5CD40LA14-IBBL NCT02705196 &M IPDACHE & FafhEE VI
IR PRALRIS T MURICP34.5/ICP473#i A\GM-CSF  NCT00402025  AATFAVIMBPDACHEH  HfE  UH
FRULS6)8 801 NCT03252808  AA[FAVIERPDACHEE  FHGftiE 1Y
IR W R IO 7 Rikig NCT02620423  Bi{fIPDACHE & FHafhEE 1
e Pl NCT00998322  HEMAPDACHE# FfE
K NCT01280058  ¥4#4PDACHEH 4 113
#R3 EFCAR-THIERSIE A R
WETENFE b EE N Wt s HIF 5Lk
CEA"JEIE(HH5PDAC) CEA NCT02349724 B
CD133 & (L FEPDAC) CD133 NCT02541370 8.1
CD70 @ iE(ELH5PDAC) CD70 NCT02830724 /113y
EpCAM ##iE(FL#PDAC) EpCAM NCT03013712 /11
HER-2 ##E (L 55PDAC) HER-2 NCT02713984 INIEY
— AT R EPDAC 5]z ZA1CD19 NCT02465983 3
&) % 2 8 (BL 45 PDAC) ] B & NCT02706782 &1
PDAC (% # UL STK) V&) 7 % NCT01897415 e
PDAC [H] 7 #. PSCA. CEA. HER2. MUCI1. EGFR NCT03267173 8.1
PDAC 7] j¢ 2% NCT02959151 /I
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HAE PDAC 677 008 R R BL 1 R 45 1) 2 FH Al

I, HEI24H £ 0iE % PDAC V6T #Y CAR-T
JTIEBENIGIR . B TS K IETE 2 PDAC R4 7 bt

J/% N

FI/N CAR-T J7 0 I A AN 8% 5 175 7l

YERT, 7% CAR-T J7 iR 15 4k 52 HUS F2 04 ) 5% B A

RZ

—o MEEAARRR, E2ERMETTB

K AWTHIL, A PDAC B3 RZE @A .
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