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Seven-decade History of Chinese Higher Education:
A Discussion Among Ten Scholars

ZHANG Ying-giang WU Da-guang SUI Yi+fan LU Xiaozhong BIE Dun-rong
GONG Fang CHEN Hongie CHEN Ting=hu WANG Jian-hua SHI Jing-huan

Abstract: Over the past 70 years, the development of higher education in China has witness the transition in
policy focus from political concerns to economic construction , before shifting towards a public-centered education
system.This paradigm shift is reflected in the changing relationship between the university and the government.
Externally , efforts were intended to restore lost agency to the university; internally, there was a transition from
government-administration to self-governance in management style. Drawing on 70 years of experience and hard
lessons learnt,a number of issues are worthy of attention in the furthering reform and development of Chinese
higher education.These include the challenge to overcome the barriers of planned economy and market economy;
to improve its maturity and agency; to take into full account the reality of the Chinese context in promoting the
modernization and innovation of the cultural traditions in Chinese higher education. It also calls for the
acceleration of the professional training of university presidents,so as to realize the goal of “educators operating
the university”. Continued efforts are needed towards exploring the ideal and the leading models of academic
department organization. Whereas remarkable efforts are being made in building “Double First-class” universities
nationwide , support for leading local universities is also crucial for sustaining the growth of these institutions.
Moreover , the value of downplaying the role of “ranking” and “first-class™ in policy goals shall be highlighted in
striving towards the intensive development of higher education in China.

Key words: higher education development thought; internal management pattern of higher education institutions;

educators operating the university; organization of academic departments; “Double First-class” University Project
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