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Landscapes by the Riverside: Rivers, River Basins and Local Communities

PENG Zhaorong
(Department of Anthropology, Xiamen University, Xiamen Fujian, 3610035, China)

Abstract: The river system “created” the Chinese civilization. It was through Dayu’s control over water that
rule China and set up the tributary system. Regardless of being a moral landscape, a political landscape or a cultur-
al landscape, various natures, attributes and characteristics of the water system were praised by philosophers in his-
tory. In the local society, water brings up farming, irrigates farmland, connects communications, and turns into geo-
mancy, forming a special rural landscape. As the supreme, water is the scene of life.
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