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Emotional Politics of Taiwan and lts Implications

Shen Huiping

Abstract: It is generally recognized that populism is the basic feature of Taiwan’s politics. Actually, it
is emotion that works behind populism. Populism itself is a kind of emotion, or a reflection of certain
social emotion. Therefore, emotionalization is the main feature of Taiwan’s politics. In other words,
Taiwan’s politics is emotional. Firstly, the emotional aspects of Taiwan’s politics manifest in three
ways: in the respective emotionalization of Taiwan’s political stage, in its politicians and in its ordinary
people. Secondly, Taiwan’s emotional politics is mainly reflected in the fierce discord between the
political parties on the political stage, in the emotional opposition of Taiwan voters and the collective
anxiety of the whole society. Actually, this emotionalization is caused by three major factors, namely,
the dramatic differences and oppositions of “national identity” in Taiwan’s society, the lack of “civic
culture” and quality necessary for democratic politics in society, and the endless political campaigns in

Taiwan as an “electoral society” . Finally, emotionalization will result in the radicalization of Taiwan’s
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politics, the populism of Taiwan’s society, or even the disintegration of Taiwan, as well as the
emotional antagonism or even confrontation across the Straits. The solutions to Taiwan’s emotional
politics include getting rid of all kinds of meaningless power struggles and vicious fights, cultivating
“political feelings” with compassion, vigorously promoting nongovernmental movements of
reconciliation and constructing a shareable future in which people across the Straits can collaborate
together.
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