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drum, airflow and fluid paths for directing process air and
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exchangers are in direct engagement with the airflow and
fluid paths, respectively. A reversible refrigerant circuit
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directed into the drum. In the drying condition the first heat
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Method 400 for Operating a Combination Washing/Drying Appliance

Activating a washing condition | 402

\

Heating a fluid in a second heat exchangerand |/~ 404
cooling process air in the first heat exchanger
" 406
Delivering heated fluid to a drum -
Y ~ 408

Performing a washing cycle |

¥

Y

410
Deactivating the washing condition T

412
Reversing a refrigerant flow to activate a drying condition [

¥ 414
Heating process air in the first heat exchanger

Y 416

Delivering heated process air to the drumto 7
collect moisture and particulate matter

Y 418
Cooling the fluid in the second heat exchanger

Y 420

Delivering the cooled fluid to a shower area

¥

~ 422

Showering the cooled fluid through the moisture laden process
air exiting the drum to wash out particulate matter and to dehumidify the process air

¥

Returning cooled return alr 1o the first heat exchanger

424

e

¥

426

Returning the heated return fluid, moisture and particulate matter to a fluid tank
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1
COMBINATION WASHING/DRYING
LAUNDRY APPLIANCE HAVING A HEAT
PUMP SYSTEM WITH REVERSIBLE
CONDENSING AND EVAPORATING HEAT
EXCHANGERS

FIELD OF THE DEVICE

The device is in the field of washing and drying appli-
ances, and more specifically, a combination washing and
drying laundry appliance having a refrigeration circuit that
is reversible for alternating the functions of the heat
exchangers of the refrigerant circuit.

SUMMARY

In at least one aspect, a laundry appliance includes a
rotating drum for receiving items to be processed. An airflow
path selectively directs a flow of process air across a first
heat exchanger in a drying condition and a washing condi-
tion. The drying condition is defined by the process air being
directed through the rotating drum and through a third heat
exchanger. The washing condition is defined by the process
air being directed away from the third heat exchanger. A
fluid path selectively directs fluid through a second heat
exchanger in the drying and washing conditions. The drying
condition is further defined by the fluid being selectively
directed through the third heat exchanger to intersect with
the process air. The washing condition is further defined by
the fluid being selectively directed to the rotating drum. A
reversible refrigerant circuit directs a refrigerant between the
first and second heat exchangers, the reversible refrigerant
circuit having a flow control valve that further defines the
drying and washing conditions of the reversible refrigerant
circuit. The drying condition is further defined by the first
heat exchanger being a heater for the process air and the
second heat exchanger being a cooling module for the fluid.
The washing condition is further defined by the first heat
exchanger being a cooling module for the process air and the
second heat exchanger being a heater for the fluid, wherein
the fluid and the process air intersect with one another at the
third heat exchanger in the drying condition.

In at least another aspect, an air/water handling system for
an appliance includes a rotating drum, an airflow path
having a blower for directing process air through the airflow
path, a fluid path having a pump for directing a fluid through
the fluid path, a first heat exchanger in direct engagement
with the airflow path, a second heat exchanger in direct
engagement with the fluid path and a reversible refrigerant
circuit that delivers a refrigerant through the first and second
heat exchangers. The reversible refrigerant circuit selec-
tively and alternatively defines a washing condition wherein
the first heat exchanger is an evaporator that cools the
process air to define cooled process air, and the second heat
exchanger is a condenser that heats the fluid to define a
heated fluid that is directed into the rotating drum, and a
drying condition wherein the first heat exchanger is the
condenser that heats the process air to define heated process
air that is directed through the rotating drum and through a
third heat exchanger, and the second heat exchanger is the
evaporator that cools the fluid to define a cooled fluid that is
directed to the third heat exchanger to intersect with the
heated process air.

In at least another aspect, a laundry appliance includes a
heat pump system having first and second heat exchangers
and a reversible refrigerant loop that delivers a refrigerant to
the first and second heat exchangers. A control selectively
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2

and alternatively operates the heat pump system between
washing and drying conditions. The washing condition is
defined by the first and second heat exchangers being a
cooling module and a heater, respectively. The drying con-
dition is defined by the first and second heat exchangers
being a heater and a cooling module, respectively. An
airflow path is in direct communication with the first heat
exchanger and the control to define the washing and drying
conditions within the airflow path. A fluid path is in direct
communication with the second heat exchanger and the
control to define the washing and drying conditions within
the fluid path. The washing condition is defined by the fluid
path moving a fluid across the second heat exchanger to
define a heated fluid that is directed to a processing chamber.
The drying condition is defined by the airflow path directing
process air across the first heat exchanger to define heated
process air that is directed through the processing chamber
and through a third heat exchanger. The drying condition is
further defined by the fluid path moving the fluid across the
second heat exchanger to define a cooled fluid that is
directed to the third heat exchanger to intersect with the
heated process air.

These and other features, advantages, and objects of the
present device will be further understood and appreciated by
those skilled in the art upon studying the following speci-
fication, claims, and appended drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a laundry appliance
incorporating an aspect of the reversible heat pump system;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating an aspect of the
reversible heat pump system disposed in a washing condi-
tion;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating an aspect of the
second heat exchanger of the appliance of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of the appliance of FIG. 2
showing the heat pump system in a drying condition;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating an aspect of the
second heat exchanger of FIG. 4 shown in the drying
condition;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating an aspect of the
third heat exchanger of the appliance disposed in the drying
condition;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating a heat exchange
system of the appliance of FIG. 2 in the washing condition;

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram illustrating a heat exchange
mechanism of the appliance of FIG. 4 in the drying condi-
tion; and

FIG. 9 is a schematic flow diagram illustrating a method
for operating a combination washing and drying laundry
appliance utilizing a reversible heat pump system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

For purposes of description herein the terms “upper,”
“lower,” “right,” “left,” “rear,” “front,” “vertical,” “horizon-
tal,” and derivatives thereof shall relate to the device as
oriented in FIG. 1. However, it is to be understood that the
device may assume various alternative orientations and step
sequences, except where expressly specified to the contrary.
It is also to be understood that the specific devices and
processes illustrated in the attached drawings, and described
in the following specification are simply exemplary embodi-
ments of the inventive concepts defined in the appended
claims. Hence, specific dimensions and other physical char-
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acteristics relating to the embodiments disclosed herein are
not to be considered as limiting, unless the claims expressly
state otherwise.

As illustrated in FIGS. 1-8, reference numeral 10 gener-
ally refers to a reversible heat pump system 10 for use in an
appliance 12, such as a combination washing/drying laundry
appliance 12. The reversible heat pump system 10 for the
laundry appliance 12 can be used for transferring heat
energy 14 from one portion of the appliance 12 to another
portion of the appliance 12 for the performance of various
temperature-related functions. These functions can include
heating and/or cooling various materials within the appli-
ance 12 such as process air 16, fluid 18, a refrigerant 20, and
other similar thermal exchange materials.

According to the various embodiments, as exemplified in
FIGS. 1-6, the laundry appliance 12 can include a rotating
drum 22 for receiving items 24 to be processed. Such items
24 can include, but are not limited to, fabric, clothing, other
wearable items 24, and other similar things typically cleaned
within the laundry appliance 12. An airflow path 26 is
disposed within the laundry appliance 12 and selectively
directs a flow of process air 16 across a first heat exchanger
28 in a drying condition 30 and a washing condition 32. It
is contemplated that the drying condition 30 is defined by the
process air 16 being directed through the rotating drum 22
and through a shower area in the form of a third heat
exchanger 34. The washing condition 32 of the airflow path
26 is defined by the process air 16 being directed away from
the rotating drum 22 and/or the third heat exchanger 34. The
laundry appliance 12 can also include a fluid path 36 that
selectively directs fluid 18 through a second heat exchanger
38 in the drying and washing conditions 30, 32. Through the
fluid path 36, the drying condition 30 is further defined by
the fluid 18 being selectively directed through the third heat
exchanger 34 to intersect with the process air 16. The
washing condition 32 with respect to the fluid path 36 is
further defined by the fluid 18 being selectively directed to
the rotating drum 22.

Referring again to FIGS. 1-8, to operate the heat exchange
functions of the appliance 12, a reversible refrigerant circuit
50 is adapted to direct a refrigerant 20 between the first and
second heat exchangers 28, 38. The reversible refrigerant
circuit 50 includes a flow control valve 52 that directs the
flow of the refrigerant 20 in first and second directions 54,
56, to further define the drying and washing conditions 30,
32, respectively, of the reversible refrigerant circuit 50, as
well as the airflow and fluid paths 26, 36. With regard to the
reversible refrigerant circuit 50, the drying condition 30 is
defined by the first heat exchanger 28 being a heater, such as
a condenser 58, for the process air 16 and the second heat
exchanger 38 being a cooling module, such as an evaporator
60, for the fluid 18. Conversely, when the reversible refrig-
erant circuit 50 is reversed by the flow control valve 52, the
washing condition 32 is defined by the first heat exchanger
28 being the cooling module, or evaporator 60, for the
process air 16 and the second heat exchanger 38 being a
heater, or condenser 58, for the fluid 18. It is contemplated
that in the drying condition 30, the fluid 18 and the process
air 16 intersect with one another at the third heat exchanger
34. In this manner, the moisture condensation and particulate
filtration mechanisms 68, 70 can be separated from the first
and second heat exchangers 28, 38. It is contemplated that
the reversible refrigerant circuit 50 is free of direct contact
with the third heat exchanger 34. This configuration serves
to limit the amount of particulate matter 62 that adheres to
the first and second heat exchangers 28, 38 in the drying
condition 30.
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4

Referring again to FIGS. 4-6, when the laundry appliance
12 is in the drying condition 30, the third heat exchanger 34
defines a particulate filtration mechanism 70 and simulta-
neously defines a moisture condensation mechanism 68.
Through these mechanisms, the third heat exchanger 34 is
adapted to simultaneously remove particulate matter 62 and
condense and remove moisture 72 from the process air 16 as
the heated process air 74 is mixed with the cooled fluid 76
within the third heat exchanger 34. According to various
embodiments, the particulate filtration mechanism 70 and
the moisture condensation mechanism 68 can be defined by
a fluid sprayer 78 that is disposed proximate the third heat
exchanger 34. The fluid sprayer 78 is adapted to selectively
shower or otherwise deliver the cooled fluid 76 from the
second heat exchanger 38. In the drying condition 30, the
second heat exchanger 38 serves as a cooling module that
extracts heat energy 14 from the fluid 18 as the refrigerant
20 changes phases within the second heat exchanger 38.
After heat energy 14 is extracted from the fluid 18, the fluid
18 defines the cooled fluid 76 that is delivered to the fluid
sprayer 78 of the third heat exchanger 34. The fluid sprayer
78 selectively delivers the cooled fluid 76 to intersect with
a heated process air 74 delivered from the first heat
exchanger 28.

Referring again to FIGS. 4-6, in the drying condition 30,
the first heat exchanger 28 defines a heater, such as a
condenser 58, whereby heat energy 14 is radiated or other-
wise given off from the refrigerant 20 within the first heat
exchanger 28 and delivered to the process air 16 passing
through the airflow path 26. Because the airflow path 26 is
in direct communication with the first heat exchanger 28, the
heat energy 14 radiated from the refrigerant 20 is delivered
to the process air 16 to define the heated process air 74. This
heated process air 74 is delivered through the rotating drum
22 and then to the third heat exchanger 34. As will be
described more fully below, as the heated process air 74
passes through the rotating drum 22, moisture 72 from damp
or wet items 24 disposed within the rotating drum 22 can be
entrapped within the heated process air 74 to define mois-
ture-laden process air 90. In addition to moisture 72, the
moisture-laden process air 90 can also accumulate particu-
late matter 62 that is captured from the items 24 being
processed within the rotating drum 22. This particulate
matter 62 is typically in the form of lint, fluff, other fibrous
material, various particles, and other similar particulate
matter 62 typically seen within laundry drying appliances
12.

Referring again to FIGS. 4-6, as the moisture-laden
process air 90 is delivered to the third heat exchanger 34, the
cooled fluid 76 is delivered from the fluid sprayer 78 and
travels through the moisture-laden process air 90. The
combination of the heated moisture-laden process air 90 and
the cooled fluid 76 causes an exchange of heat energy 14
from the process air 16 to the fluid 18 that cools and
dehumidifies the moisture-laden process air 90. This
exchange of heat energy 14 causes a condensation and
removal of the moisture within the moisture-laden process
air 90, where this precipitated moisture 72 is captured by the
cooled fluid 76. The cooled fluid 76 delivered from the fluid
sprayer 78 also captures all or substantially all of the
particulate matter 62 contained within the process air 16. In
this manner, the process air 16 leaving the third heat
exchanger 34 defines cooled return air 92, being substan-
tially free of particulate matter 62, that is returned to the first
heat exchanger 28 to be reheated for further performance of
the various drying functions of the appliance 12. The fluid 18
leaving the third heat exchanger 34 defines a heated return
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fluid 94 that contains the captured moisture 72 and captured
particulate matter 62 from the moisture-laden process air 90.
The heated return fluid 94 is then delivered back toward a
fluid tank 96 and/or the second heat exchanger 38. The
particulate matter 62 can be removed from the heated return
fluid 94, and the fluid 18 is then cooled through the second
heat exchanger 38 to be returned to the third heat exchanger
34 for further filtration and condensing of additional mois-
ture-laden process air 90.

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 3, the washing condition 32
of the appliance 12 is defined by a fluid diverter valve 110
within the fluid path 36 modifying the flow of the fluid 18
to be into the rotating drum 22, rather than the third heat
exchanger 34. As discussed above, the washing condition 32
of the appliance 12 is defined by the second heat exchanger
38, which is in communication with the fluid 18 and the fluid
path 36, being a heater that is adapted to define heated fluid
112 that is delivered to the rotating drum 22. Accordingly,
fluid 18 heated through the reversible heat pump system 10
can be delivered to the rotating drum 22 for adding heated
fluid 112 to the combination washing/drying appliance 12.
The fluid diverter valve 110 can be in the form of a two-way
valve that alternates the flow of the fluid 18 between the
third heat exchanger 34 and the rotating drum 22.

Referring again to FIGS. 2 and 3, the washing condition
32 of the appliance 12 is further defined by the first heat
exchanger 28 being an evaporator 60 that is adapted to
decrease the air temperature of the process air 16 of the
airflow path 26 to define cooled process air 118. In the
washing condition 32, one of the functions of the first heat
exchanger 28, being a cooling module in the washing
condition 32, is to remove heat energy 14 from the system
for purposes of allowing the condenser 58, in the form of the
second heat exchanger 38, to properly heat the fluid 18 for
delivery to the rotating drum 22. To perform this function,
the airflow path 26 includes an air diverting system 120 in
the form of at least one air deflector 122 that blocks the
process air 16 from entering at least one of the rotating drum
22 and the third heat exchanger 34. Typically, the process air
16 in the washing condition 32 will be redirected by the air
deflectors 122 from entering either of the rotating drum 22
or the third heat exchanger 34. Accordingly, in the washing
condition 32, the airflow path 26 defines a generally linear
and non-recirculating airflow path 26 that delivers air
through the first heat exchanger 28 in the form of an
evaporator 60. This process air 16 is then cooled and
delivered away from the first heat exchanger 28, typically
out of the appliance 12 altogether.

It is contemplated that various aspects of the appliance 12
can include a recirculation of the cooled process air 118 into
another portion of the appliance 12. Such cooled process air
118 leaving the evaporator 60 in the washing condition 32
can be used for cooling various portions of the appliance 12.
Such cooling functions can include, but are not limited to,
cooling a compressor 130 or making fine adjustments to the
fluid temperature 132 of the heated fluid 112 leaving the
second heat exchanger 38. It is also contemplated that the
cooled process air 118 can be delivered to an area outside of
the appliance 12 for cooling an area or a fixture proximate
the combination washing/drying appliance 12, or other
similar cooling functions for a household and/or commercial
cooling function.

Referring again to FIGS. 2 and 3, in the washing condition
32, as process air 16 is moved toward the evaporator 60, it
is contemplated that a portion of the heated fluid 112
delivered to the drum 22 can be used as a secondary fluid
shower 140 for removing particulate matter 62 that may be
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contained within the process air 16 as it approaches the first
heat exchanger 28 in the form of the evaporator 60. This
secondary fluid shower 140 may also heat the process air 16,
thereby providing the process air 16 with additional capacity
for extracting heat from the evaporator 60. This additional
capacity for extracting heat energy 14 from the evaporator
60 can serve to make the reversible heat pump system 10
more efficient during its operation. The secondary fluid
shower 140, in addition to potentially increasing the thermal
capacity to accept heat energy 14 from the evaporator 60,
also removes particulate matter 62 from the process air 16.
In this manner, particulate matter 62 can be removed from
the process air 16 before reaching the first heat exchanger
28. This particulate matter 62 is thereby removed before the
particulate matter 62 can adhere to portions of the evapo-
rator 60. Accordingly, the secondary fluid shower 140 can
serve as a secondary particulate filtration mechanism 70 for
preventing the accumulation of particulate matter 62 on the
first heat exchanger 28 in the washing condition 32.

Referring again to FIGS. 1-8, in order to control the
reversible refrigerant circuit 50, the fluid diverter valve 110
and the air diverting system 120, the appliance 12 can
include a control 150 in communication with these compo-
nents. It is contemplated that the control 150 selectively and
alternatively defines the washing and drying conditions 32,
30 within each of the reversible refrigerant circuit 50, the
fluid path 36 and the airflow path 26. Accordingly, the
washing and drying conditions 32, 30 can be simultaneously
alternated such that the reversible refrigerant circuit 50, the
fluid path 36 and the airflow path 26 are in communication
and collectively modified between the washing and drying
conditions 32, 30 through operation of the control 150.

Referring again to FIGS. 1-8, according to the various
embodiments, the airflow path 26 is adapted to be free of
direct engagement with the second heat exchanger 38 at
least in the drying condition 30 and typically in both the
washing and drying conditions 32, 30. The fluid path 36 of
the appliance 12 is adapted to be free of direct engagement
with the first heat exchanger 28 in each of the washing and
drying conditions 32, 30. Also, the reversible refrigerant
circuit 50 is free of engagement with the third heat
exchanger 34. In the drying condition 30, it is contemplated
that the reversible refrigerant circuit 50 is in indirect thermal
communication with the third heat exchanger 34 through
operation of the fluid path 36 and airflow path 26, as
described above during operation of the drying condition 30.

In the drying condition 30, as exemplified in FIGS. 4-6,
it is contemplated that the airflow path 26, through operation
of the air deflectors 122, defines a recirculating drying path
160 that recirculates process air 16 from the first heat
exchanger 28, through the rotating drum 22 and through the
third heat exchanger 34, such that each of these components
are positioned along the recirculating drying path 160.
Alternatively, in the washing condition 32, the airflow path
26 is modified through the one or more air deflectors 122 to
define a non-recirculating cooling flow path 162 through the
first heat exchanger 28 that carries the process air 16 away
from the rotating drum 22 and also away from the third heat
exchanger 34.

Referring again to FIGS. 1-8, an air/water handling sys-
tem 170 can be disposed within the appliance 12. It is
contemplated that the air/water handling system 170 can
include the rotating drum 22, and the airflow path 26 that
includes a blower 172 for directing process air 16 through
the airflow path 26. A fluid path 36 is included, where the
fluid path 36 includes a pump 174 for directing a fluid 18
through at least a portion of the fluid path 36. The first heat
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exchanger 28 is positioned to be in direct engagement with
the airflow path 26. The second heat exchanger 38 is
positioned to be in direct engagement with the fluid path 36.
The reversible refrigerant circuit 50 serves to deliver a
refrigerant 20 through the first and second heat exchangers
28, 38. It is contemplated that the reversible refrigerant
circuit 50 selectively and alternatively defines the washing
condition 32 where the first heat exchanger 28 is an evapo-
rator 60 that cools the process air 16. As the process air 16
leaves the evaporator 60 of the first heat exchanger 28, this
process air 16 defines cooled process air 118. The second
heat exchanger 38, in the washing condition 32, defines a
condenser 58 that heats the fluid 18 to define heated fluid 112
that is directed into the rotating drum 22. The reversible
refrigerant circuit 50 includes a flow control valve 52 that
reverses the flow of the refrigerant 20 between the first and
second directions 54, 56 to define, alternatively, the washing
and drying conditions 32, 30, respectively.

In the drying condition 30 of the reversible refrigerant
circuit 50, the first heat exchanger 28 is a condenser 58 that
heats the process air 16 to define heated process air 74. This
heated process air 74 is directed through the rotating drum
22 and through the third heat exchanger 34. The second heat
exchanger 38 in the drying condition 30 is defined as an
evaporator 60. In the drying condition 30, the evaporator 60
serves to cool the fluid 18 to define the cooled fluid 76 that
is directed to the third heat exchanger 34. This cooled fluid
76 delivered to the third heat exchanger 34 is adapted to
intersect with the heated process air 74. The third heat
exchanger 34 delivers the cooled fluid 76 to a fluid sprayer
78 that directs the cooled fluid 76 through the heated process
air 74, as described above. The cooled fluid 76 serves to
decrease the air temperature of the heated process air 74
while also wetting and capturing particulate matter 62 within
the heated process air 74. The wet particulate matter 62,
being heavier, is allowed to fall from the moisture-laden
process air 90 and is captured or wasted away with the
heated return fluid 94. In this manner, the intermingling of
the cooled fluid 76 with the heated process air 74 defines
moisture condensation and particulate filtration mechanisms
68, 70 within the third heat exchanger 34. Simultaneously,
the heated process air 74 increases a fluid temperature 132
of the cooled fluid 76. As the heat energy 14 is transferred
from the heated process air 74 to the cooled fluid 76, the
precipitation of moisture 72 occurs to condense and remove
moisture 72 that may be contained within the heated process
air 74 as it moves through the third heat exchanger 34.

Referring now to FIGS. 1-9, having described various
aspects of the combination washing/drying appliance 12 that
utilizes the reversible heat pump system 10, a method 400 is
disclosed for operating a combination washing/drying laun-
dry appliance 12. According to the method 400, where items
24, such as fabric or clothing, are disposed in the rotating
drum 22 to be washed and dried by the washing and drying
laundry appliance 12, the washing condition 32 of the heat
pump system 10 is activated (step 402). As discussed above,
the washing condition 32 is characterized by the first heat
exchanger 28 defining an evaporator 60 that is adapted to be
in direct engagement with the airflow path 26. The washing
condition 32 of the airflow path 26 is defined by the air
diverting system 120 to deliver process air 16 across the first
heat exchanger 28 and away from the rotating drum 22. As
discussed above, the process air 16 in the washing condition
32 is adapted to allow for the transfer of heat energy 14 from
the evaporator 60 to the process air 16 for expulsion away
from the evaporator 60. The washing condition 32 is further
characterized by the second heat exchanger 38 defining a
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condenser 58 coupled to the first heat exchanger 28 via the
reversible refrigerant circuit 50. In the washing condition 32,
the refrigerant 20 of the reversible refrigerant circuit 50 is
adapted to flow in a first direction 54 through operation of
the flow control valve 52.

According to the method 400, after the washing condition
32 is activated, a fluid 18 disposed within the fluid path 36
is heated (step 404). This fluid 18 can be delivered to the
fluid path 36 via an external fluid source such as a wall
spigot. Alternatively, the fluid 18 within the fluid path 36 can
be stored fluid 18 from a previous laundry cycle that can be
recirculated for use in subsequent laundry cycles. It is
contemplated that the second heat exchanger 38, being a
condenser 58 in the washing condition 32, heats the fluid 18
to a predetermined temperature.

According to the various embodiments, it is contemplated
that the condenser 58 in the washing condition 32 can be
adapted to heat the fluid 18 to a certain temperature accord-
ing to each performance of the washing condition 32. This
heated fluid 112 can then be mixed with cool external tap
water or cooled and stored water to achieve a particular
temperature. It is also contemplated that the fluid 18 can be
moved through the condenser 58 at a particular rate, such
that a predetermined rate of heating is experienced by the
fluid 18 moving through the condenser 58 in order to achieve
a predetermined temperature.

By way of example, and not limitation, fluid 18 moving
slowly through the condenser 58 may receive greater
amounts of heat energy 14 from the condenser 58 and
therefore reach a higher predetermined fluid temperature
132. Conversely, fluid 18 moving through the condenser 58
at a faster rate may receive lesser amounts of heat energy 14
and may therefore achieve a lesser or lower fluid tempera-
ture 132. In this manner, the operation of the fluid pump 174
can vary the flow rate of the fluid 18 to also vary the fluid
temperature 132 of the heated fluid 112.

Referring again to FIGS. 1-9, once the fluid 18 is heated,
the heated fluid 112 is delivered to the rotating drum 22 (step
406). The heated fluid 112 enters the rotating drum 22 and
soaks the one or more items 24 disposed within the rotating
drum 22. It is contemplated that during a particular washing
condition 32, the heated fluid 112 can be mixed with various
washing fluids 18, such as detergent, fabric softener, bleach,
oxi-substances, and other laundry-related products. The
heated fluid 112 and various laundry-related products serve
to soak the at least one item within the rotating drum 22.
After being soaked, various washing conditions 32 are
performed with respect to the at least one item within the
rotating drum 22 (step 408). As the washing condition 32 is
performed, the at least one item becomes a damp item 180
disposed within the rotating drum 22.

It is contemplated that the washing condition 32 can
include various washing cycles. These washing cycles can
include, but are not limited to, agitation cycles, rinse cycles,
spin cycles, steaming cycles, sanitizing cycles, soak cycles,
and other similar washing-related laundry cycles. In the case
of'a steam-washing cycle, the fluid 18 can be moved through
the condenser 58 at a particularly slow rate such that at least
a portion of the fluid 18 is heated to above the boiling point
of'water to achieve a gaseous state (i.e., steam). This gaseous
form of a portion of the heated fluid 112 can be injected into
the rotating drum 22 for the performance of various sani-
tizing functions of the laundry appliance 12. After the
various washing cycles are completed, the washing condi-
tion 32 of the heat pump system 10 is deactivated (step 410).

Referring again to FIGS. 1-9, according to the method
400, after the washing condition 32 is complete, the flow of
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the refrigerant 20 in the reversible refrigerant cycle is
reversed from the first direction 54 to the second direction 56
through operation of the flow control valve 52 (step 412).
The flow of refrigerant 20 in the second direction 56
activates the drying condition 30 of the heat pump system
10. As discussed above, the drying condition 30 of the heat
pump system 10 is characterized by the first heat exchanger
28 being a condenser 58 that is in direct engagement with the
airflow path 26. Additionally, the airflow path 26 defines a
recirculating path that delivers process air 16 through the
rotating drum 22, the third heat exchanger 34 and the first
heat exchanger 28, sequentially. The second heat exchanger
38 in the drying condition 30 defines an evaporator 60 in
direct engagement with the fluid path 36, where the fluid
path 36 defines a recirculating path that delivers the fluid 18
from the second heat exchanger 38 to the fluid sprayer 78 of
the third heat exchanger 34.

According to the method 400, during operation of the
drying condition 30, process air 16 is delivered to the first
heat exchanger 28 to define heated process air 74 (step 414).
This heated process air 74 is then delivered to the at least one
damp item 180 within the rotating drum 22. The heated
process air 74 mingles with the damp item 180 to capture at
least a portion of the moisture 72 and a portion of the
particulate matter 62 from the damp item 180 to define
moisture-laden process air 90 that is then delivered out of the
rotating drum 22. The moisture-laden process air 90 is then
delivered to the third heat exchanger 34 (step 416).

Referring again to FIGS. 1-9, simultaneous, or substan-
tially simultaneous to the formation of the heated process air
74, cooled fluid 76 is formed by delivering at least a portion
of the fluid 18 through the second heat exchanger 38 in the
form of the evaporator 60 (step 418). This cooled fluid 76 is
then delivered to the fluid sprayer 78 of the third heat
exchanger 34 (step 420). Within the third heat exchanger 34,
the cooled fluid 76 is sprayed through the moisture-laden
process air 90 as the moisture-laden process air 90 moves
through the third heat exchanger 34 (step 422).

According to the various embodiments, as exemplified in
FIGS. 1-9, within the third heat exchanger 34, the cooled
fluid 76 decreases the air temperature of a moisture-laden
process air 90 to condense and precipitate at least a portion
of the moisture 72 therefrom and also capture at least a
portion of the particulate matter 62. Accordingly, the cooled
fluid 76 changes the moisture-laden process air 90 into
cooled return air 92 that has a lower amount of moisture 72
and also little, if any, particulate matter 62 contained therein.
The moisture-laden process air 90 also serves to increase the
temperature of the cooled fluid 76 to define a heated return
fluid 94. The heated return fluid 94 contains at least a portion
of the moisture 72 and particulate matter 62 from the
moisture-laden process air 90 that was included therein.

According to the method 400, after the heat exchange
operation within the third heat exchanger 34, the cooled
return air 92 is returned through the airflow path 26 back to
the first heat exchanger 28 (step 424). In this manner, the
cooled return air 92 is returned to the first heat exchanger 28
and is substantially free of particulate matter 62. In this
manner, the third heat exchanger 34 serves as a particulate
filtration mechanism 70 that removes particulate matter 62
from the process air 16. This particulate matter 62 is then
retained within the heated return fluid 94. In this manner,
particulate matter 62 does not adhere or substantially adhere
to or become entrapped within the first heat exchanger 28
during operation of the drying condition 30. The heated
return fluid 94, moisture 72 and particulate matter 62 are
returned to a fluid tank 96 (step 426).
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According to the various embodiments, as exemplified in
FIGS. 19, it is contemplated that the heated return fluid 94
and moisture 72 can be recirculated across the second heat
exchanger 38 for re-use as cooled fluid 76 for delivery back
to the third heat exchanger 34. The fluid tank 96 can include
a particulate removal system that entraps and removes
particulate matter 62 removed from the moisture-laden
process air 90. This entrapped particulate matter 62 can
ultimately be expelled from the appliance 12 and through a
drain pump and/or drain outlet 190 for removal from the
appliance 12. After an appropriate amount of moisture 72
has been removed from the damp item 180 within the
rotating drum 22, the drying condition 30 is completed (step
428). The fluid 18, moisture 72 and particulate matter 62 can
thereby be delivered to a drain outlet 190 for expulsion from
the appliance 12. As discussed above, it is contemplated that,
in various embodiments, the fluid 18 and moisture 72 can be
recirculated for use in a later washing cycle.

Through the use of the reversible heat pump system 10
used in conjunction with the first, second and third heat
exchangers 28, 38, 34, the first, second and third heat
exchangers 28, 38, 34 can be used for heating and cooling
functions related to the process air 16 and fluid 18. The heat
energy 14 transferred through the first and second heat
exchangers 28, 38 can then be delivered to various portions
of the appliance 12 for performing various filtration, con-
densation, washing and drying functions of the appliance 12.
Through the use of this reversible heat pump system 10,
particulate matter 62 is maintained separate from the first
and second heat exchangers 28, 38 such that particulate
matter 62 does not become entrapped within the coil struc-
tures first and second heat exchangers 28, 38. Rather, the
particulate matter 62 is removed through the intermingling
of process air 16 and fluid 18 within the third heat exchanger
34. While the particulate matter 62 is removed at a location
physically separated from the first and second heat exchang-
ers 28, 38, heat energy 14 transferred between the first and
second heat exchangers 28, 38 is utilized to operate the third
heat exchanger 34. Accordingly, delivery of heat energy 14
through the first, second and third heat exchangers 28, 38, 34
allows for operation of the washing and drying conditions
32, 30 of the appliance 12.

According to the various embodiments, this particulate
matter 62 is removed and remains separate from the first and
second heat exchangers 28, 38 without the need for a
physical filter in the form of a screen, mesh, foam, or other
similar blocking-type filter. Without the need for a blocking-
type filter, the filterless system described herein can be
maintenance free or substantially maintenance free with
respect to the removal of particulate matter 62 from the
various systems of the appliance 12.

According to the various embodiments, it is contemplated
that the reversible refrigerant circuit 50 can be any one of
various refrigerant circuits. By way of example, and not
limitation, the reversible refrigerant circuit 50 can include a
compressor 130, expansion device, refrigerant line with the
refrigerant 20 disposed therein, and a flow control valve 52
that serves to reverse the flow of refrigerant 20 through the
refrigerant line. The refrigerant 20 contained within the
reversible refrigerant circuit 50 can include, but are not
limited to, Freon, water, and other similar phase change
materials that can be used within various refrigeration and/or
heat pump systems 10.

It will be understood by one having ordinary skill in the
art that construction of the described device and other
components is not limited to any specific material. Other
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exemplary embodiments of the device disclosed herein may
be formed from a wide variety of materials, unless described
otherwise herein.

For purposes of this disclosure, the term “coupled” (in all
of its forms, couple, coupling, coupled, etc.) generally
means the joining of two components (electrical or mechani-
cal) directly or indirectly to one another. Such joining may
be stationary in nature or movable in nature. Such joining
may be achieved with the two components (electrical or
mechanical) and any additional intermediate members being
integrally formed as a single unitary body with one another
or with the two components. Such joining may be permanent
in nature or may be removable or releasable in nature unless
otherwise stated.

It is also important to note that the construction and
arrangement of the elements of the device as shown in the
exemplary embodiments is illustrative only. Although only
a few embodiments of the present innovations have been
described in detail in this disclosure, those skilled in the art
who review this disclosure will readily appreciate that many
modifications are possible (e.g., variations in sizes, dimen-
sions, structures, shapes and proportions of the various
elements, values of parameters, mounting arrangements, use
of materials, colors, orientations, etc.) without materially
departing from the novel teachings and advantages of the
subject matter recited. For example, elements shown as
integrally formed may be constructed of multiple parts or
elements shown as multiple parts may be integrally formed,
the operation of the interfaces may be reversed or otherwise
varied, the length or width of the structures and/or members
or connector or other elements of the system may be varied,
the nature or number of adjustment positions provided
between the elements may be varied. It should be noted that
the elements and/or assemblies of the system may be con-
structed from any of a wide variety of materials that provide
sufficient strength or durability, in any of a wide variety of
colors, textures, and combinations. Accordingly, all such
modifications are intended to be included within the scope of
the present innovations. Other substitutions, modifications,
changes, and omissions may be made in the design, oper-
ating conditions, and arrangement of the desired and other
exemplary embodiments without departing from the spirit of
the present innovations.

It will be understood that any described processes or steps
within described processes may be combined with other
disclosed processes or steps to form structures within the
scope of the present device. The exemplary structures and
processes disclosed herein are for illustrative purposes and
are not to be construed as limiting.

It is also to be understood that variations and modifica-
tions can be made on the aforementioned structures and
methods without departing from the concepts of the present
device, and further it is to be understood that such concepts
are intended to be covered by the following claims unless
these claims by their language expressly state otherwise.

The above description is considered that of the illustrated
embodiments only. Modifications of the device will occur to
those skilled in the art and to those who make or use the
device. Therefore, it is understood that the embodiments
shown in the drawings and described above is merely for
illustrative purposes and not intended to limit the scope of
the device, which is defined by the following claims as
interpreted according to the principles of patent law, includ-
ing the Doctrine of Equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A laundry appliance comprising:

a rotating drum for receiving items to be processed;
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an airflow path that selectively directs a flow of process
air across a first heat exchanger in a drying condition
and a washing condition, wherein the drying condition
is defined by the process air being directed through the
rotating drum and through a third heat exchanger, and
the washing condition is defined by the process air
being directed away from the third heat exchanger;

a fluid path that selectively directs fluid through a second
heat exchanger in the drying and washing conditions,
the drying condition further defined by the fluid being
selectively directed through the third heat exchanger to
intersect with the process air, and the washing condi-
tion further defined by the fluid being selectively
directed to the rotating drum; and

a reversible refrigerant circuit that directs a refrigerant
between the first and second heat exchangers, the
reversible refrigerant circuit having a flow control
valve that further defines the drying and washing
conditions of the reversible refrigerant circuit, the dry-
ing condition defined by the first heat exchanger being
a heater for the process air and the second heat
exchanger being a cooling module for the fluid, the
washing condition defined by the first heat exchanger
being a cooling module for the process air and the
second heat exchanger being a heater for the fluid,
wherein the fluid and the process air intersect with one
another at the third heat exchanger in the drying
condition, wherein the airflow path is free of direct
engagement with the second heat exchanger at least in
the drying condition, the fluid path is free of direct
engagement with the first heat exchanger in each of the
washing and drying conditions, and the reversible
refrigerant circuit is free of engagement with the third
heat exchanger.

2. The laundry appliance of claim 1, wherein the third heat
exchanger in the drying condition defines a filtration and
moisture condensation mechanism for removing moisture
and particulate matter from the process air within the third
heat exchanger.

3. The laundry appliance of claim 2, wherein the filtration
and moisture condensation mechanism is defined by a fluid
sprayer proximate the third heat exchanger, the fluid sprayer
selectively delivering cooled fluid from the second heat
exchanger to intersect with a heated process air from the first
heat exchanger.

4. The laundry appliance of claim 1, further comprising:

a control in communication with the reversible refrigerant
circuit, wherein the control is also in communication
with a fluid diverter valve of the fluid path and an air
diverting system of the airflow path to selectively and
alternatively define the washing and drying conditions
in each of the reversible refrigerant circuit, the fluid
path and the airflow path.

5. The laundry appliance of claim 4, wherein the air
diverting system is defined by at least one air deflector
operable within the airflow path that is operable within the
airflow path to define the washing and drying conditions.

6. The laundry appliance of claim 5, wherein the at least
one air deflector in the drying condition defines a recircu-
lating drying path with each of the rotating drum, the third
heat exchanger and the first heat exchanger being positioned
along the recirculating drying path.

7. The laundry appliance of claim 5, wherein the at least
one air deflector in the washing condition defines a non-
recirculating cooling flow path through the first heat
exchanger that carries process air away from the rotating
drum.
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8. The laundry appliance of claim 1, wherein the revers-
ible refrigerant circuit, the fluid path and the airflow path are
in communication to be collectively modified between the
washing and drying conditions.
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