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Problems concerning the revision of Article 9 of
the Japanese Constitution

Takeshi TOMINAGA

Summary : Although the discussion on revision concerning the Constitution of
Japan exists immediately after the establishment of the Constitution, Article 9
was at the center of it. Conflicts over the interpretation of Article 9 are also
remarkable, but there are also intense conflicts between the revision theory and
the revision unnecessary theory. In recent years, political parties’ announcement
of amendments and politicians’ constitutional remarks have come to be seen. The
revised argument is claimed from the front at the place of real politics, and the
appearance is different from the past. In this thesis, from the discussion on
constitutional amendment which has been discussed so far, it deals with
interpretation problems concerning Article 9 of the Constitution, the problem of
limit of amendment and Article 9 revision theory. From that point, it is trying to
investigate various problems surrounding the revision of Article 9.

This paper has the following structure. (1) Introduction (2) Interpretation
theory of Article 9 and interpretation of government (3) Limits of Constitutional
amendment and Article 9 (4) Article 9 Revisionist opinion: Parties’ views and

review of constitutional revision proposal (5) Conclusion.
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Article 9. Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and
order, the Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the
nation and the threat or use of force as means of settling international
disputes.

In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and
air forces, as well as other war potential, will never be maintained. The

right of belligerency of the state will not be recognized.
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