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Abstract

Wilsonianism, the political philosophy of President Woodrow Wilson of the USA, was seen in
Europe in 1919 as a way out of the chaotic and almost hopeless situation in international re-
lations that had emerged in the autumn of 1918. The philosophy established a new ideology
of international relations based on the equality of sovereign states, a doctrine of collective se-
curity, and the preservation of peace and stability. In European and world political history, this
was the beginning of a geo-political experiment that, to a large extent, continues to this day.
New entities in international politics, such as the Lithuanian state, proclaimed in 1918, had to
adapt to the new ideology as well. The essay provides an outline of the stimuli and obstacles to
Lithuanian foreign policy in that direction in the period between the two world wars. Based on
sources from Lithuanian and Russian archives, published documents and historical research,
the author discusses the links between Lithuanian foreign policy and its controversial histori-
cal heritage, complex domestic political processes, and attempts to solve the problems it faced
in its cooperation with Bolshevik Russia (the USSR).
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Anotacija

JAV prezidento Woodrow Wilsono politiné filosofija, vadinamasis vilsonizmas, 1919 m. Europo-
je buvo regima kaip iSeitis iS chaotiSkos ir beveik beviltiSkos 1918 m. rudens tarptautiniy san-
tykiy situacijos. Si filosofija jtvirtino nauja tarptautiniy santykiy ideologija, pagrjsta suvereniy
valstybiy lygiateisiSkumu, kolektyvinio saugumo doktrina ir taikos bei stabilumo iSsaugojimu.
Europos ir pasaulio politinéje istorijoje tai pradejo geopolitinj eksperimentg, kuris didele dalimi
tebesitesia iki Siol. Nauji tarptautinés politikos subjektai, tokie kaip 1918 m. paskelbta Lietuvos
valstybé, prie naujosios ideologijos irgi turejo derintis. Straipsnyje apzvelgiama, kas skatino
ir kas stabdé Lietuvg eiti tokiu uzsienio politikos keliu laikotarpiu tarp dviejy pasauliniy kary.
Remiantis Lietuvos ir Rusijos archyvuose saugomais 3Saltiniais, jau publikuotais dokumentais
bei istoriky tyrinéjimais, atskleidZziamos Lietuvos uZzsienio politikos sgsajos su kontroversiSku
istoriniu paveldu, sudetingais politiniais vidaus procesais ir bandymai spresti savo problemas
bendradarbiaujant su bol3evikine Rusija (SSRS).
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