
Lenzi, Alan ; Stökl, Jonathan, eds.

Divination,  politics,  and  ancient  near  eastern  
empires 

Documento de investigación
Centro de Estudios de Historia del Antiguo Oriente. Departamento de 
Historia. Facultad de Ciencias Sociales, Políticas y de la Comunicación

Este documento está disponible en la Biblioteca Digital de la Universidad Católica Argentina, repositorio institucional  
desarrollado por la Biblioteca Central “San Benito Abad”. Su objetivo es difundir y preservar la producción intelectual  
de la Institución.
La Biblioteca posee la autorización del autor para su divulgación en línea.

 

Cómo citar el documento:

Lenzi, Alan and Jonathan Stökl, eds.  Divination, politics, and ancient near eastern empires   [en línea]. Ancient Near 
East Monographs = Monografías sobre el Antiguo Cercano Oriente 7. Atlanta : Society of Biblical Literature ; Centro 
de Estudios de Historia del Antiguo Oriente, Universidad Católica Argentina, 2014.  
Disponible en http://bibliotecadigital.uca.edu.ar/repositorio/investigacion/divination-politics-ancient-near.pdf
 [Fecha de consulta: ….]

 



DIVINATION,  
POLITICS, & ANCIeNT 

NeAr eASTerN 
emPIreS

Edited by 
Alan Lenzi and Jonathan Stökl

Ancient Near East Monographs – Monografías sobre el Antiguo Cercano Oriente 

Society of Biblical Literature 
Centro de Estudios de Historia del Antiguo Oriente (UCA)



Divination, Politics, anD 
ancient near eastern emPires



ancient near east monographs

General Editors
ehud Ben Zvi

roxana Flammini

Editorial Board
reinhard achenbach

esther J. Hamori
steven W. Holloway

rené Krüger
alan lenzi

steven l. mcKenzie
martti nissinen

Graciela Gestoso singer
Juan manuel tebes

volume editor
martti nissinen

number 7
Divination, Politics, anD 

ancient near eastern emPires



edited by
alan lenzi

Jonathan stökl

Divination, Politics, anD 
ancient near eastern emPires

society of Biblical literature
atlanta



 Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Divination, politics, and ancient near eastern empires / edited by alan lenzi and Jonathan 
stokl.
       pages cm. —  (society of Biblical literature ancient near east monographs ; volume 7)
  includes index.
  isBn 978-1-58983-996-0 (paper binding : alk. paper) — isBn 978-1-58983-998-4 (electronic 
format) — isBn 978-1-58983-997-7 (hardcover binding : alk. paper)
1.  Divination—middle east—History to 1500. 2.  mythology , middle eastern—History—to 
1500. 3.  occultism—religious aspects—Judaism. 4.  middle east—religion. 5.  religion and 
politics—middle east—History—to 1500. 6.  assyro-Babylonian religion.  i. lenzi, alan, editor 
of compilation.
  Bl613.D59 2014
  133.309394—dc23
     2014010036

copyright © 2014 by  the society of Biblical literature

all rights reserved. no part of this work may be reproduced or published in print form 
except with permission from the publisher. individuals are free to copy, distribute, and 
transmit the work in whole or in part by electronic means or by means of any informa-
tion or retrieval system under the following conditions: (1) they must include with the 
work notice of ownership of the copyright by the society of Biblical literature; (2) they 
may not use the work for commercial purposes; and (3) they may not alter, transform, 
or build upon the work. requests for permission should be addressed in writing to the 
rights and Permissions office, society of Biblical literature, 825 Houston mill road, 
atlanta, Ga 30329, Usa.

The ancient near east monographs/monografi as sobre el antiguo cercano oriente
series is published jointly by the society of Biblical literature and the Universidad 
católica argentina Facultad de ciencias sociales, Políticas y de la comunicación, 
centro de estudios de Historia del antiguo oriente.

For further information, see:
http://www.sbl-site.org/publications/Books_anemonographs.aspx
http://www.uca.edu.ar/cehao















                                                 



                                                 



  

                                                 



                                                 



  





                                                 



                                                                                                             



                                                                                                             



                                                 



                                                                                                             



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 











�



� � �

�

�





�











�



�























�



















                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                                                                             



                                                                                                             



                                                 



                                                 



                                                                                                             



                                                                                                             



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                                                                             



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                           



                                                           

����
��� �	


��
�	


�� ��



  

                                                                                                                                  
do



                                                           



  

                                                           



����� ���

�	
 ���� ��� ���

                                                                                                                                  



  

                                                           



                                                                                                                                  



  

                                                           



                                                           



  

                                                           



                                                           



  

                                                           



                                                           



  

                                                           



                                                           



  

                                                           



                                                           



  

                                                           



                                                           



  

                                                           



                                                           



                                                 



                                                 



                                                                                                             



                                                 



                                                                                                             



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 



                                                 







                                                           



                                                           

������ �



  

                                                                                                                                  



                                                           



  

                                                                                                                                  



                                                           



  

                                                           



                                                           



  

                                                           



                                                           
��������	��
�



  

                                                           



                                                           



  

                                                                                                                                  



                                                                                                                                  



  













































































ic













[

















[ ] [ ]



[ [

][





























The essays in this volume consider how the ancient imperial setting of the Hebrew 
Bible influenced prophetic and divinatory communication between the divine 
and human realms and how this was put to use as and influenced by propaganda 
from those in power. Drawing upon diplomatic correspondence in second millen-
nium B.C.E. Mari to the eschatological hopes expressed in the Dead Sea Scrolls, 
the contributions indicate that all forms of prophetic and divinatory communi-
cation were used to both uphold and undermine their respective empires. The 
analyses of the Hebrew Bible show that, while Israelite/Judahite texts attempt to 
undermine the Neo-Babylonian and Neo-Assyrian Empires, they never openly 
attack the Persian Empire. Further, the Israelite/Judahite thinkers never criticize 
empire as such; to the contrary, they paint a picture in which a Jerusalem empire 
will replace foreign ones. 
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