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On the Basis of the Justice of Legitimacy and Its Possibility

KONG Ming—an' HUANG Qiu-ping’
(1. School of Marxism Nankai University Tianjin 300350 China;
2. School of Marxism Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 Fujian)

Abstract: The discussion of justice cannot be separated from the study of legitimacy in modern philosophy. J. Haber—
mas transformed the debates on justice issues between liberalism and communitarianism into the discussion of “legitimacy”.
Legitimacy is the rightness of rights and their sources. Based on the proposition Habermas links legitimacy with political
system and rights discussing the legitimacy and possibility of political rights. Although Habermas believes that legitimacy
is not legality legitimacy is inseparable from it. On the one hand legitimacy cannot stop at the gate of legality; it must
take into account the unity of legality and morality facts and norms. On the other hand the primary prerequisite for legiti—
macy is legality and legitimacy requires legality must conform to good laws. That means ‘legitimacy based on legality ”
must be achieved through discursive procedure with moral content. So only the right on the basis of the discursive proce—
dure is the becoming of justice. By the key concept of legitimacy Habermas makes the connection among the concepts of
right morality and politics and provides a methodological approach to the study of the problem of contemporary justice.
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