
Information on distribution of the polychaete Manayunkia cas-
pica in the literature is scarce and out-of-date. The hitherto
known distribution includes the Ponto-Caspian area and Bul-
garian part of the Danube River (G e r l a c h, 1978; R u s s e v
and M a r i n o v, 1964; R u s s e v et al., 1998; U z u n o v et
al., 1998). Manayunkia caspica originates from the Ponto-Cas-
pian basin (Caspian Environment Programme, 2001), and it has
not been previously found in most European areas. This new
record of M. caspica moves the limit of distribution of the giv-
en species 122 km upstream along the Danube watercourse.

Manayunkia caspica (Annenkova, 1929)

Four undamaged specimens of M. caspica (Annenkova,
1929) from the Serbian part of the Danube were examined. All
individuals were collected in September of 2005 near the town-
let Tekija (44º 41´ 2” N, 22º 24´53” E; altitude of 477 m; km
956 of the watercourse; depth of 9 m). The observed specimens
are stored in the collection of biological material of the Bentho-
logical Section of the Siniša Stanković Institute for Biological
Research in Belgrade (ref. number 935/2005). All morphologi-
cal and morphometric characters of the examined individuals
correspond to the guides of A n n e n k o v a (1930), R u s s e v
and M a r i n o v (1964), and T i m m (1999). Specimens were
photographed using a Leica FFC280...DFC480 digital camera,
a Leica DMRB microscope, and TWAIN software.

The species is characteristic of fresh (potamon) and brack-
ish water (G e r l a c h, 1978). Manayunkia caspica was found
in a habitat that mainly contained very fine sand and silt (grains
not visually perceptible, <0.125 mm) and fine and coarse sand
(grains visually perceptible, 0.125 – 0.5 mm and 0.5 – 2 mm, re-
spectively).

Subsidiary taxa of benthoinvertebrates discovered at the
same sampling location as M. caspica were as follows: nemato-
des; turbellarians [Polycelis tenuis (Ijima, 1884) and Planaria
torva (Müller, 1773)]; polychaetes [Hypania invalida (Grube,
1860)]; oligochaetes [Amphichaeta leydigi (Tauber, 1879), Lim-
nodrilus claparedeanus (Ratzel, 1868), Tubifex tubifex (Müller,
1774), Enchytraeus albidus (Henle, 1837), Mesenchytraeus
spp., and Lumbriculus variegatus (Müller, 1774), Lumbriculi-
dae]; gastropods [Theodoxus danubialis (C. Pfeiffer, 1828) and
Theodoxus fluviatilis (Linnaeus, 1758)]; bivalves [Corbicula
fluminalis (Müller, 1774), Corbicula fluminea (Müller, 1774),
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Fig. 1. Individuals of Manayunkia caspica. A –  dorsal view; B – bun-
dles of hair chaetae from forebody; C – bundles of crotchets from pos-
terior segments.
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and Dreissena polymorpha (Pallas, 1771)]; isopods [Jaera sar-
si (Valkanov, 1936)]; amphipods [Corophium curvispinum
(Sars, 1895) and Corophium robustum (Sars, 1895), Gammari-
dae]; and chironomid larvae.

To judge from the literature data mentioned above, this
finding is the northernmost record of M. caspica in the Danube
and the most recent one. As already stated, the finding moves
the limit of distribution of this Ponto-Caspian relict. The Dan-
ube River Basin is one of the main corridors for its expansion
into Central Europe.
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