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Abstract - Paconia officinalis L. 1753 ssp. banatica (Rochel) So6 1945 represents a Pannonian endemic and rel-
ict plant species. As an endangered, disappearing species, it is protected according to IUCN and included into
the Red Book of the Flora of Serbia. In the Deliblato Sands, in a community of English oak (Quercus robur),
only a single population of this peony consisting of 74 individuals with a reduced reproduction capacity occurs.
Since this could be the consequence of negative allelopathic influence of dominant species of tree, shrub and
herbaceous plant layer, we performed allelopathic studies that included qualitative and quantitative analyses of
phenolic acids and total phenolics both in the litter and soil of this community. Surface soil layer under Paeonia
officinalis L. 1753 ssp. banatica was found to connain 34.36 ug g and 564.42 ug g1 of free and total bound phe-
nols, respectively. A deeper soil layer (10-20 cm) contained much lower amount of free (only 4.44 ug g1) and
571.73 pggl of total bound phenol compounds. In the surface soil layer only three free phenolic acids (p-
coumaric, p-hydroxybenzoic and vanillic acid) in minute amounts (0.57-1.69 ug g1) were detected. In the deeper
soil layer p-coumaric acid was absent. Soil covered with Paconia officinalis ssp. banatica contains five phenolic
acids in bound form, p-coumaric and vanillic acid being the most abundant (10.22-30.70 ug g1). These forms are
evenly distributed in the surface and deeper soil layer.

UDC 582.675.1 (497.113)

INTRODUCTION

Paeonia officinalis L. 1753 ssp. banatica (Rochel)
S0 1945 represents a Pannonian endemic and relict
plant species. It has a limited range of distribution ex-
tending to Hungarian Mecsek Mountain, Roumanian
part of the Banat and the Deliblato Sands. In the Deli-
blato Sands, only one locality - Flamunda and only a
single population of this peony in an English oak forest
were referred to in the available literature (Col i ¢
and Br oz 1969). Because of that, this species has been
protected and included into the Red Book of the Flora
of Serbia. The population consists of a critical number
of individuals (74) with a reduced reproduction capac-
ity. Until 1994, only about 20% of individuals were gen-
erative with an uncertain seed reproduction. In 1994,
the population was transilluminated and as a result, in
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1995 the number of generative individuals was dou-
bled and juvenile germinative sprouts appeared
(juve-nile 22%, juvenile germinative 49% and gen-
erative 30%) (StojSi¢ 1995 Stoj§ié etal
1995). We hypothesized that such a small number of
individuals and a reduced reproduction capacity
could be the consequence of negative allelopathic
influence of dominant plant species from the layer of
trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants. This prompted
us to perform qualitative and quantitative analyses
of phenolic acids and total phenolic compounds both
in the litter and the soil under the paeony. Rice
(1974) mentioned 15 groups of compounds, most of
them being secondary metabolites including phe-
nolics as significant for allelopathy, due to their in-
hibitory action, Because of their universal
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distribution, high abundance and an important role in
plant life, phenolics were the most extensively studied
group of compounds interesting from allelopathic point
of view. Accumulation of phenolic phytotoxins in soil
under dominant plant species within phytocoenoses,
leads to the inhibition of seed germination, seedling
growth, water, phosphorus and calcium uptake, as well
as of photosynthesis. This results in a decreased number
of individuals within a community, ie. complete elimi-
nation of some plant species (Bate-Smith 1969
Lodhiand Rice 1971;Chou and Muller
1972; Rice 1974,1979; Lodhi 1976,1978; White-
head etal1983; Kuiters and Denneman
1987;Lyu and Blum 1990; Djurdjevi¢ 1991;
Lietal 1992ab;Djurdjevié etal 1997 ab).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Description of the Deliblato Sands - The Deli-
blato Sands represent a wast, 35 km long and about 20
k&m wide region of Southern Banat extending between
the Danube and Carpathian Mountains. Sand masses
are forming the dunes in the direction north-west -
south-east with wider or narrower depressions between
them. South-eastern part of the Deliblato Sands is low
(altitude 70-100 m a.s.l), while north-eastern one is
higher (altitude 193 m a.s.l.). The climate is characteris-
tic for semi-steppe and differs from that in surrounding
regions. May and June, i.e. the end of vernal period and
early summer are characterized by abundant rainfalls.
Average water precipitate makes some 633 mm. The
least amounts of the rainfalls are recorded at the end of
summer and beginning of autumn, iZe. during July,
August and September. Extreme variations in tempera-
ture, not only during the year but also during the day
are the most significant climate characteristic of the
Deliblato Sands.

The substrate consisting of eolic drifts represents
agenetic or young genetic soil. The substrate made of
sand of neutral pH is composed of alumino-
ferrosilicates, quartz, calcium carbonate and a poor
mixture of clay and humous matters. Quartz grains are
resistant while alumino-ferrosilicates are susceptible to
a rapid decomposition. The presence of calcium car-
bonate acts supporting pedogenetic processes. The soil
as a substrate for vegetation is very young and different
regarding its fertility (Drakuli é 1969).

In vegetation of the Deliblato Sands, fragments of
autochtonous forests and shrubs are succeeded by
groups of sand and meadow-steppe vegetation. In the
sand, as a genetically young structureless soil, a gradual
development of vegetation is expressed from barely for-

med pioneer communities up to complex phytocoeno-
ses of herbaceous plants and forest trees. Based on the
studies of plant cover of this region, sand, steppe,
swamp and forest type of vegetation with the corre-
sponding associations and subassociations can be
distinguished (Stjepanovié - Veselicié
1979).

Description of the habitat - The habitat examined
throughout the present study occurs in the central part
of the Deliblato Sands. It represents a forest clearing
(50 m in diameter) closed from all sides, formed by cle-
aring of underwood with Rhamnus cathartica as domi-
nant species and individual over 100-year-old trecs of
English oak (Quercus robur). At the edges, old English
oak (Quercus robur 1.1) and Austrian pine (Pinus nigra
1.1) 18-20 m high trees (30-50 ¢m in diameter) occur.
Tree layer consists of: Populus tremula 3.3, Populus
alba 1.1 and Quercus robur +. Shrub layer is very dense
and includes the following species: Populus tremula 3.3,
Populus alba 2.2, Rhamnus cathartica 4.3, Ligustrum
vulgare 3.3, Viburnum lantana 1.2, Cornus sanguinea
2.2, Crataegus monogyna 2.2, Agrimonia eupatoria 2.1,
Quercus robur 1.1, Origanum vulgare 1.1, Berberis vul-
garis 1.2, Sambucus nigra 1.2, Melilotus officinale 1.1,
Erigeron canadensis 1.1, Sonchus arvensis +, Cirsium
lanceolatus +, etc. Herbaceous plant layer is composed
of 51 species including: Erjgeron canadensis 2.2,
Rhamnus cathartica 2.2, Calamagrostis epigeios 3.3,
Clinopodium vulgare 2.2, Cratacgus monogyna 2.2,
Dactylis glomerata 2.2, Melica transilvanica 1.2, Pa-
eonia officinalis ssp. banatica 1.2, Agrimonia eupatoria
1.1, Rubus caesius 1.1, Reseda lutea 1.1, Robinia pseu-
doacacia 1.1, Calamintha officinalis 1.1, Iris variegata
1.2, Verbascum nigrum 1.1, Geranium sanguineum 1.1,
Campanula trachelium 1.1, Lotus corniculatus 1.1, Eu-
phorbia cyparissias 1.1, Prunus tenella 1.1, Fragaria
vesca 1.1, Linaria vulgaris +, Galium aparine +, Achil-
lea millefolium +, Potentilla tormentilla +, Geum ur-
banum +, Knautia arvensis +, Hypericum perforatum
+, Tussilago farfara +, Torilis arvensis +, Melandryum
album +, Lappa maior, etc.

Phenolic compounds were analyzed in soil sam-
ples taken from the surface (0-10 cm) and from the
depth of 10-20 cm, as well as in the samples of partially
decomposed litter. After drying, root parts from soil
samples were removed and the samples sieved. Partially
decomposed litter consisted of leaves and twigs of
trembling poplar, hawthorn, white poplar, English oak,
herbaceous plants, efc.. After drying and grinding, the
samples were sieved (pore size 0.5 mm) and kept in a
refrigerator until the analyses.
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Analyses of phenolic compounds

a) Analysis of phenolic compounds in litter - Free
forms of phenolics and phenolic acids were extracted
from dried litter (4 g) in boiling 80% ethanol and ethyl-
acetate. The bound phenol forms were extracted in
ethylacetate after pretreatment procedure involving 60
min boiling of dried material in 2N HCl Mijdlaet
al. 1975).

b) Analysis of phenols in soil - Free forms of phe-
nolics were extracted for 24 /4 from the samples con-
taining 30 g of dried soil with boiling ethylacetate (3x50
mL). Residual soil was treated with 15 mL of 2N NaOH
and after boiling for 24 A the bound phenols were de-
termined (HennequinandJuste 1967; Katase
1981 a, b). The quantity of total phenalics (free and
bound forms) in soil samples was detected spectropho-
tometrically, using the Folin-Ciocalteaus reagent (F e -
ldman and Hanks 1968). The calibration curve
was constructed with different concentrations of feru-
lic acid.

Qualitative and quantitative analyses of phenolic
acids (PA) were performed employing ascending two-
dimensional paper chromatography. This method pro-
vides a satisfactory separation of five PA, including two
derivatives of cinnamic acid (ferulic or 4-hydroxy-3 me-
thoxy cinnamic acid and p-coumaric or frans4-
hydroxycinnamic acid) and three derivatives of benzoic
acid (p-hydroxybenzoic acid, vanillic or 4-hydroxy-3-
methoxy benzoic acid and syringic or 3,5-dimethoxy-4-
hydroxybenzoic acid). These components were separa-
ted using two solvent systems: 1. isopropanol : ethylace-
tate : NHyOH : H,O (30 : 50 : 1 : 19) and 2. 2% acetic
acid. Dried chromatograms were sprayed with p-
nitroaniline and 20% Na;COj; and developed chroma-
tographic spots were eluted with 45% ethanol. The
quantity of PA was determined spectrophotometrically
(a Shimadzu UV-160 spectrophotometer), measuring
the absorbance of each acid at a characteristic wave-
length (M ij d 1 a et al 1975). All analyses were per-
formed in triplicates in three independent experiments.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

As shown in Fig. 1, surface soil layer under Pae-
onia officinalis ssp. banatica was found to contain 34.36
ug g free and 564.42 ug g1 total bound phenolic com-
pounds. A deeper soil layer (10-20 c¢m) contained sig-
nificantly lower amount of free phenolics (only 4.44 ug
g"Y) and 571.73 ug g of total bound phenolic com-
pounds, what is almost equal to their concentration in
the surface layer. In the soil samples taken from the
surface layer, omly three free phenolic acids (p-
coumaric, p-hydroxybenzoic and vanillic acid) in small
amounts (0.57-1.69 uggl) were detected. Soil sam-
ples taken from the deeper layer contained no p-
coumaric acid (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 1. Content of total phenolic compounds in the soil under Pae-
onia officinalis ssp. banatica (ug g )
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Fig. 2. Amount of free phenolic acids in the soil under Paconia
officinalis ssp. banatica (ug g).
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Fig. 3. Content of bound forms of phenolic acids in the soil under
Paconia officinalis ssp. banatica (ug g1)
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Soil under the peony contained five phenolic acids
as bound forms, p-coumaric and vanillic acid being the
most abundant (10.22-30.70 ug g!). The amount of
bound forms of phenolic acids in the surface layer was
about equal to that found in the depper soil layer, ie.
they were evenly distributed (Fig. 3). Kuiters and
D enneman (1987) studied phenolic compounds in
podzolic sandy soil under Fagus silvatica in Nether-
lands and found that bound phenolic forms occuring in
higher amounts (70-80 ug g!) than free forms (40-57 ug
£1) accumulate during autumnal and winter period.
These data are in accordance with our earlier results
demonstrating that surface soil layer on Avala Mt. un-
der community Orno-Quercetum virgilianae with
Lithospermum purpureocoeruleum as a dominant spe-
cies contains 63.22-143.57 ug g! of free phenolic forms
and 266.67-565.27 ug g of bound ones(Djurdje-
vicé etal 1998).
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Fig. 4. Amount of free and bound forms of phenolic acids in forest
litter (ug g1).

In the litter consisting of partially decomposed
leaves and twigs of trembling poplar, hawthorn, white
poplar, English oak, etc. 10.13 mg g! of free and 14.09
mg g of total bound phenolic compounds were found.
It contained five phenolic acids with dominance of
bound forms. p-Coumaric, vanillic and syringic acid
were the most abundant (61.78-194.49 ug g1) (Fig. 4).
Forest litter under different dominant tree species was
reported to contain five phenolic acids and several phe-
nolic aldehydes formed by lignin degradation and total
amount of phenolic compounds ranged from 10.6-
208 mgg)(Ko gel and Bochter 1985 K 6 g-
el 1986; Dju rdjevié and Oberan1995,1998;
Djurdjevié etal 1999).

During 1994 both the trees and the shurbs were
cleared from the stand. This led to an intensified illu-
mination and a decrcased negative allelopathic influ-
ence of trees and shrubs on the peony. As a result, the

number of generative peony individuals was doubled
and juvenile germinative seedlings appeared (Stoj§i¢
et al. 1995). However, during the time, sprouts were
developed from tree and shrub stumps, and in the stand
with the population of Paeonia officinalis ssp. banatica,
the process of restoration of English oak phytocoenosis
is going on. Phytocoenological examination shows that
shrub and herbaceous plant layer with over 60 plant
species is well developed and they can express a nega-
tive effect on the increase of the peony population. The
results of experimental phytocoenological studies in the
forest of Hungarian oak and Turkey oak on Avala Mt.
confirmed that Lonicera caprifolium as a dominant
species in the shrub and herbaceous plant layer expres-
sed a negative effect on some herbaceous plants and
tree seedlings, as well as on actynomycetes and nitrify-
ing microorganisms (M i§1¢ ctal 1978,1979; Dini¢
et al. 1982, 1983). It has been also reported that the
removal of dominant species from shrub and herba-
ceous plant layer leads to an increased number of indi-
viduals and aboveground mass of species previously
present in small number and inhibited (Chou and
Muller 1972, Mi§i¢é etal 1978,1979; Dini¢ et
al.1982,1983; Djurdjevié 1989). In this way allelo-
pathic influence and competition of a dominant species
for basic ecological factors within a phytocoenosis gets
eliminated and as a result, expansion of a suppressed
and minor plant species occurs.

Negative allelopathic influence of trees and
shrubs on herbaceous plant species is well documented
and it was demonstrated that phenolic compounds play
an important role in this process. Phenolic phytotoxins
occurring in all organs of dominant tree species, especi-
ally in the leaves of Quercus borealis, Q. alba, Platanus
occidentalis and Celtis occidentalls, express a negative
influence on herbaceous plant species within a phyto-
coenosis. It has been reported that fallen down leaves
of these tree species contain several phenolic acids, sco-
poline and scopoletine (N aib and Rice 1971; Lod hi
1976, 1978).

In the community of English oak with the peony
examined throughout the present study, herbaceous
plant layer with 51 species is well developed. Tissues of
different herbaceous species also contain phenolic
compounds (total phenolics up to 10.98 mg g1) and
free and bound forms of phenolic acids (up to 499.71
ugg)(Whitehead eral1983; Djurdjevié
et al. 1997a) that can express inhibitory effects on other
plant species (L1 et al 1992 ab).

Ecological conditions in the Deliblato Sands are
rather harsh (frosts, strong winds, drought, deficit of
soil moisture, shortage of humus and mineral matters).
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In addition, one should take into account permanent
negative effects of anthropological activities on ecosys-
tem as a whole. Under such circumstances, phenolic
compounds of trees and shrubs as an additional unfa-
vourable factor can be critical either for elimination or
a decrease in the number of sensitive species individu-
als. This is well documented by a relatively high number
of protected plant species (Colié¢ and Broz 1969;
Sainovié1987). Vegetative period of Paeonia offi-
cinalis ssp. banatica is short and from this point of view
it has no advantages in relation to woody and shrub
species with a much longer vegetative period. Because
of an extremely low number of individuals within the
population of the peony, and thus a low number of the
seeds, it was impossible to examine the influence of
phenolic compounds on both seed germination and
seedling growth. Such studics would make allelopathic
investigations of this species complete.

The data from the available literature demon-
strate that besides endemic and relict species, the other
plants are also endangered in the presence of dominant
plant species in all phytocoenoses, i.e. it can be claimed
that this is a universal phenomenon. However, our res-
ponsibility for the survival of Paeonia officinalis ssp.
banatica is extremely large because the population con-
sists at present of some 74 individuals, what is a critical
number and the possibilities for biological propagation
are at a minimum. This rare endemic and relict sub-
species is under a strict protection as a natural rarity.

In order to improve conditions that would enable
survival of this relict and endemic species of the Flora
of Serbia, it would be necessary to remove all plant spe-
cies which could in any way express negative effects
from its immediate surrounding (distance of 3-4 mi)
(biochemical influence of phenolic compounds of
dominant species, shade, competition for water, min-
eral matters and space). In this way, the peony in the
forest clearing studied would be protected against ex-
cessive heat, loss of soil moisture and strong winds, as
well as against inhibitory effects of phenolics liberated
into the soil primarily from the litter of other species
during the process of its decomposition.
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ATNTEJIOITATUJA BAHATCKOI BOXYPA (PAEONIA OFFICINALIS L 1753 SSP.
BANATICA (ROCHEL) SO0 1945), TAHOHCKOTI EHIEMA U PEJIIUKTA

JL. BYPBEBUR, AHKA TUHUR!, BUTTA CTOJITUR? MUPOCIIABA MUTPOBUTR!,
IL. MTABJIOBHH! uM. OIIBA3
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aawinuiiy ipupode Cp6uje, Hosu Cap; 3lllymcko-undycitipujcku kombunaii, Ilanieso, Jyrocnasuja

Baunarckn Goxyp (Paeonia officinalis L. 1753 ssp.
banatica (Rochel) Sos 1945) je NAHOHCKM €HACM H PEMNUKT.
Kao yrpoxeHa BpcTa Koja HIIYe3aBa, NpeMa NpaBRIMMa
TUCN 3amrrnheH je n ysputhen y Ilpseny kmury dope
CpOGnje. Y HNemnGnarckoj [lemruapn mocroju caMo jefna
nonynanyja ca 74 jegmHKE y IyXHakKOBO] 3ajeAHHIN
(mokanurter Pnamynia) cMameHe PENpOAyKTHBHE CIHO-
CcOGHOCTH, IITO je BCPOBATHO NOCTEHl|da HEraTHBHOT
aNeoNaTCKOr yTUlaja NOMHHAHTHMX BpCTa M3 cnpaTa
npeeha, KGyHOBa M 3elbacTHX OWIbaka Ha GaHATCKHA
Goxyp. Crora cMO NPHUCTYIMIH AaNEJONATCKAM HCTPa-
XKMBaB-UMa Koja cy oOyxXBaTHmila aHanu3y H Mepeme
KoNnmuune (EHONMHUX KHCCNHHA W YKYmHHX deHoma y
CTeJbU W 3eMIBHINTY OBe 3ajefiHAle. Pe3ynTaTH nokasyjy
la MOBPIIAHCKH CNOj 3€MJBHINTA NOJ, GaHATCKUM OOXY-
pom, canpxu 34,36 ug g7 cnoGomuux m 564,42 ug gl
BEe3aHUX YKyNHUX ¢enona. [y6mu cnoj semsnura (10-20
sm) capKH 3HATHO Mamy KONMYMHY cl1oGomHAX (camMo
4,44 pg gV) u 571,73 ug g! ykynuux BesaHux ¢enona. Y
TIOBPOIMHCKOM CJIOjy 3EMJBHIITA CY AECTEKTOBaHE CaMo
Tpu cnoGonHe (EHONHEe KHcenuHe (p-KyMapHHCKa, p-
XMIPOKCUGEH30CBAa 1 BAHRIIMHCKA) Y MAAM KOJIMYHHAMA
(0,57-1,69 ug g1). Oy6mu cioj 3erpANITa HAjE CApKa0 p-
KYMapHHCKY KACENHHYy. 3ebAUITe MO 6aHAaTCKUM GOXKY-
POM cafpXH NeT (PeHONHNUX KACENNHA y BE3aHOM CTamy,
NpE ueMy HajBdlle HMa p-KyMapHHCKe M BaHHJIMHCKE
kucemade (10,22-30,70 ug g1). He nocroju pasnuka y
KONMYMHYA Be3aHHX (DEHONHHUX KHMCETHHA Y NOBPIIAHCKOM

1 ny6sbeM 3eJbHITHOM CJojy, MOIITO €Y PaBHOMEPHO
pacnopebene.

Y cremn Koja ce cacToju Off HENUMUYHO paslio-
KeHor numha W rpaHYuna TpeneTibuke, riuora, 6ene To-
none, xpacrta TyX®aka u ap. namepero je 10,13 ug gl
cnoGomuux ¥ 14.09 g g Besannx ykynunx ¢pesona. OHa
cafipKu net PEeHONHUX KACEIUHA, Npu YeMy npeornabyjy
BedaHu ob6muny. Hajsume mMa p-KyMapuHCKE, BaHHJINH-
cke u cupunruncke kucennne (61,78-194,49 ug g1). Ona
cajpKn 5 ¢eHONHUX KHUCENHHA, DPHE YeMy npeosnabyjy
Be3aHe ¢opme. Hajsunie nma p-KyMapHHCKE, BAHAJIAHCKE
u cupumrmeke (61,78-194,49 ug g1). uckyrosana je
moryha ynora eHOIHAX jefubera OMAHAHTHHX BPCTa
Oubaka y (PHTOLEHO3H Y CMambelhy BpojHOCTR 6oXypa.

Y AyX®akopo] 3ajeHMIM ca GaHATCKUM OOXY-
POM, 106po je pa3erjeH cnpaT XXOyHOBa H 3€/bAcTHX OH-
;paka (ama puie of 60 GHIBHEX BPCTa), KOje MOTY Hera-
THBHO yTHLATH Ha nosehame nonyiamgje 6oxypa. Kao
Mepy 3a NoGobIIamke yClIoBa 3a ONCTAHAK OBE PEIUKTHE
U eHleMHYHe BpcTe Hallle dyope, NOTPeOHO je U3 Henoc-
penHe Gnu3mHE nomymanuje 6aHaTcKor Goxypa (Ha pac-
Tojamy of 3-4 m) yknamaTm cBe OMIbHE BpCTe KOje Ha
61O KOjM HAYHMH MOTY HETATHUBHO yTHuaTtn (GHOXeMujcKu
yTunaj (eHONMHAX jeNulbeHha  JAOMHHAHTHAX BpCTa,
3aceHa, KOHKYPCHIMja 3a BOAY, MHHCpallHE MaTepHjeH
npocrop).



