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Search for anomalous production of prompt like-sign muon pairs and constraints on

physics beyond the Standard Model with the ATLAS detector

The ATLAS Collaboration

An inclusive search for anomalous production of two prompt, isolated muons with the same electric
charge is presented. The search is performed in a data sample corresponding to 1.6 fb−1 of integrated
luminosity collected in 2011 at

√
s = 7 TeV with the ATLAS detector at the LHC. Muon pairs are

selected by requiring two isolated muons of the same electric charge with pT > 20 GeV and |η| < 2.5.
Minimal requirements are placed on the rest of the event activity. The distribution of the invariant
mass of the muon pair m(µµ) is found to agree well with the background expectation. Upper limits
on the cross section for anomalous production of two muons with the same electric charge are placed
as a function of m(µµ) within a fiducial region defined by the event selection. The fiducial cross-
section limit constrains the like-sign top-quark pair-production cross section to be below 3.7 pb at
95% confidence level. The data are also analyzed to search for a narrow like-sign dimuon resonance
as predicted for e.g. doubly charged Higgs bosons (H±±). Assuming pair production of H±± bosons
and a branching ratio to muons of 100% (33%), this analysis excludes masses below 355 (244) GeV
and 251 (209) GeV for H±± bosons coupling to left-handed and right-handed fermions, respectively.

PACS numbers: 13.85.Rm, 14.80.Fd, 12.60.Cn

I. INTRODUCTION

Events containing two high-pT, prompt, like-sign lep-
tons are rarely produced in the Standard Model (SM),
but occur with an enhanced rate in several models of new
physics. For example, supersymmetry [1], universal extra
dimensions [2], left-right symmetric models [3–6], Higgs
triplet models [7–9], the little Higgs model [10], fourth-
family quarks [11], and flavor-changing neutral currents
resulting in the production of like-sign top quarks [12–20]
could all give rise to final states with two leptons of the
same electric charge. Most of these models would result
in an excess of like-sign dimuons over the background
with no distinct kinematic features. However, doubly
charged Higgs bosons (H±±), predicted by some of those
models, would be observed as a narrow resonance in the
dimuon mass spectrum.

In the analysis described in this article, events con-
taining like-sign muon pairs are selected and their invari-
ant mass distribution is compared to the SM prediction.
Both muons are required to have transverse momentum
pT > 20 GeV and pseudorapidity [21] |η| < 2.5, and
they must be isolated from other activity in the event.
Upper limits on the cross section of non-SM physics in a
fiducial region corresponding to the experimental require-
ments are derived as a function of the dimuon invariant
mass. Results are presented inclusively for µ±µ± pro-
duction and separately for µ+µ+ and µ−µ− final states.
The µ+µ+ result is further used to constrain like-sign
top-quark pair production. The data are also used to
search for a narrow dimuon resonance with a width much
smaller than the detector resolution of ∼ 3%. An exam-
ple of a particle that may result in a narrow mass peak is
a short-lived H±± boson, predicted by a number of the

models for new physics mentioned above. Constraints on
the H±± mass as a function of its branching ratio to two
muons are presented.
The ATLAS Collaboration has previously reported an

inclusive search for new physics in the like-sign dilepton
final state in a data sample corresponding to an inte-
grated luminosity of 34 pb−1 [22]. No significant de-
viation from SM expectations was observed, and fidu-
cial cross-section limits as well as limits on several spe-
cific models of physics beyond the SM were derived.
The CDF Collaboration has performed similar inclu-
sive searches [23, 24] without observing any evidence
for new physics. Like-sign top-quark pair production
has previously been searched for by the CDF [25] and
the CMS Collaborations [26]. The upper limit on the
cross section set by the CMS Collaboration in pp colli-
sions at

√
s = 7 TeV is 17 pb. Direct limits on H±±

bosons have previously been set at hadron colliders by
the CDF [24, 27] and D0 [28, 29] Collaborations. The
most stringent limits to date for H±± bosons decaying to
dimuons with a branching ratio of 100% exclude masses
below 205-245 GeV depending on the couplings [24].
This article is organized as follows. A brief descrip-

tion of the ATLAS detector is given in Section II. Sec-
tion III presents the data and simulation samples used.
The event selection is described in Section IV. The back-
grounds are discussed in Section V, and Section VI sum-
marizes the systematic uncertainties. The data are com-
pared to the background estimate in Section VII. The
interpretation of the data as a cross-section upper limit
within the fiducial region, for four ranges of dimuon in-
variant mass, and its implication on like-sign top-quark
pair production are reported in Sections VIII and IX,
respectively. The narrow resonance search and its inter-
pretation in terms of H±± boson production is presented
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in Section X. Finally, Section XI summarizes the conclu-
sions.

II. THE ATLAS DETECTOR

The ATLAS detector [30] consists of an inner tracking
system, calorimeters, and a muon spectrometer. The in-
ner detector, directly surrounding the interaction point,
is composed of a silicon pixel detector, a silicon strip de-
tector, and a transition radiation tracker, all embedded
in a 2 T axial magnetic field. It covers the pseudorapidity
range |η| < 2.5 and is enclosed by a calorimeter system
containing electromagnetic and hadronic sections. The
calorimeter system is surrounded by a large muon spec-
trometer built with three air-core toroids. This spec-
trometer is equipped with precision chambers (composed
of monitored drift tubes and cathode strip chambers)
to provide precise position measurements in the bending
plane in the range |η| < 2.7. In addition, resistive plate
chambers and thin gap chambers with a fast response
time are used primarily to trigger muons in the rapid-
ity ranges |η| ≤ 1.05 and 1.05 < |η| < 2.4, respectively.
Momentum measurements in the muon spectrometer are
based on track segments formed in at least two of the
three precision chambers. The resistive plate chambers
and thin gap chambers provide position measurements
in the non-bending plane which is used to improve the
pattern recognition and the track reconstruction.
The ATLAS detector has a three-level trigger sys-

tem [31] which reduces the event rate to approximately
200 Hz before data transfer to mass storage. The Level-1
muon trigger searches for hit coincidences between dif-
ferent muon trigger detector layers inside programmed
geometrical windows that define the muon transverse mo-
mentum and provide a rough estimate of its position. It
selects muons in the rapidity range |η| < 2.4. The Level-1
trigger is followed by a high-level, software-based trigger
selection which is similar to that of the offline reconstruc-
tion.

III. DATA SAMPLE AND MONTE CARLO

SIMULATION

This analysis is carried out using a data sample corre-
sponding to an integrated luminosity of 1.6 fb−1 recorded
between March and July of 2011 at a center-of-mass en-
ergy of 7 TeV. The data are selected using single-muon
triggers with a pT threshold of 10 GeV at Level-1. At the
high-level trigger, a muon with pT > 18 GeV is required.
In this dataset, the average number of interactions per
beam crossing is about six.
Monte Carlo (MC) simulation is used to estimate some

of the background contributions and to determine the se-
lection efficiency and acceptance for possible new physics
signals. The dominant SM processes that contribute
to prompt like-sign dimuon production are WZ, ZZ,

W±W±, and tt̄W . These are all estimated using MC
simulation. For processes with a Z boson, the contribu-
tion from γ∗ is also simulated for m(ℓℓ) > 20 GeV. WZ
and ZZ events are generated using Herwig [32], and
W±W± and tt̄W production is generated with Mad-

Graph [33] for the matrix element and Pythia [34] for
the parton shower and fragmentation.
The normalization of the WZ and ZZ MC samples

is based on cross sections determined at next-to-leading-
order (NLO) using MCFM [35]. The NLO cross sec-
tions times branching ratios for W±Z → ℓ±νℓ±ℓ∓ and
ZZ → ℓ±ℓ∓ℓ±ℓ∓, where ℓ± is an electron, muon, or tau
lepton, after requiring two charged leptons with the same
electric charge and with pT > 20 GeV and |η| < 2.5, are
347 fb and 54 fb, respectively. The K-factors for WZ
and ZZ production, defined as the ratios between the
NLO and the leading order (LO) cross sections, depend
on the kinematic requirements placed on the muons and
the invariant mass of the like-sign muon pair. Therefore,
K-factors that depend on this invariant mass are applied.
Opposite-sign dimuon events due to Drell-Yan, tt̄, and

W±W∓ production constitute a background if the charge
of one of the muons is misidentified. W±W∓ production
is generated using Herwig. The Drell-Yan process is
generated with Alpgen [36], whereas the tt̄ background
is modeled using MC@NLO [37].
In addition, a variety of new physics signals are simu-

lated in order to study the efficiency and acceptance of
the selection cuts.
Like-sign top-quark pair production can occur in mod-

els with flavor-changing neutral currents, e.g. via a t-
channel exchange of a Z ′ boson with utZ ′ coupling. Since
the left-handed coupling is highly constrained by B0

d−B̄0
d

mixing [38], only right-handed top quarks (tR) are con-
sidered. Samples for this process are produced with the
Protos [39] generator, using Z ′ mass values of 100, 150
and 200 GeV. An additional sample is generated, based
on an effective four-fermion operator uu→ tt correspond-
ing to Z ′ masses ≫ 1 TeV [18]. The parton shower and
hadronization are performed with Pythia.
Pair production of doubly charged Higgs bosons (pp→

H±±H∓∓) via a virtual Z/γ∗ exchange is generated
using Pythia for H±± mass values between 100 and
400 GeV [40].
Production of a right-handed W boson (WR) decay-

ing to a charged lepton and a Majorana neutrino (NR)
[41, 42], and pair production of heavy down-type fourth
generation quarks (d4) decaying to tW are generated us-
ing Pythia.
Parton distribution functions taken from

CTEQ6L1 [43] are used for the LO MC genera-
tors, while for the tt̄ MC@NLO sample CTEQ6.6 [44]
parton distribution functions are used.
The detector response to the generated events is sim-

ulated with the ATLAS simulation framework [45] using
Geant4 [46], and the events are reconstructed with the
same software used to process the data. The simulated
response is corrected for the small differences in efficien-
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cies, momentum scales, and momentum resolutions be-
tween data and simulation.

IV. EVENT SELECTION

Events are selected with an inclusive single-muon trig-
ger with a pT threshold of 18 GeV as described in Sec-
tion III. They must further contain at least two muons of
the same electric charge with pT > 20 GeV and |η| < 2.5.
The efficiency of the trigger selection for muon pairs in
Z → µ+µ− events passing the event selection used here
is 97%. Any combination of two muons is considered,
allowing more than one muon pair per event to be in-
cluded. The invariant mass of the two muons, m(µµ),
is required to be larger than 15 GeV to exclude the low-
mass hadronic resonances such as the J/ψ and Υ mesons.
All events used in this analysis are required to have a
primary vertex determined with at least five tracks with
pT > 0.4 GeV. If more than one interaction vertex is

found, the vertex with the highest
PN

i=1 p
2
T,i, where N is

the number of tracks associated to the vertex, is defined
as the primary vertex.
Muons selected for this analysis are formed from tracks

reconstructed in the inner detector combined with tracks
reconstructed in the muon spectrometer [47]. The in-
dependent charge measurements from these two detec-
tors are required to agree to reduce the charge mis-
measurement rate. In addition, the transverse and lon-
gitudinal impact parameters with respect to the pri-
mary event vertex must be small, |d0| < 0.2 mm and
|z0 sin θ| < 5.0 mm, and the transverse impact pa-
rameter significance, |d0|/σ(d0), is required to be less
than 3.0. The muon isolation (pcone40T ) is defined as
the scalar sum of the transverse momenta of all tracks
with pT > 0.5 GeV within a cone around the muon

axis of size ∆R =
p

∆φ2 +∆η2 = 0.4 that are within
|z0| < 1 cm of the primary event vertex. Requirements
of pcone40T < 5 GeV and pcone40T /pT(µ) < 0.08 are made.
The above selection cuts are chosen to retain a high

efficiency for prompt muons while rejecting a large frac-
tion of non-prompt backgrounds. For muons from Z-
boson decays, the efficiency of the impact parameter sig-
nificance and the isolation cuts ranges from 87% to 97%
depending on pT, while for muons from b- and c-hadron
decays, the efficiency is about 3.5%. For muons arising
from τ decays in Z → ττ events, the efficiency is about
60%.

V. BACKGROUND DETERMINATION

The SM backgrounds for like-sign dimuon final states
can be divided into background from production of
prompt like-sign dimuons, background caused by muons
from hadronic decays (non-prompt muons), and back-
ground from processes with two prompt opposite-sign

muons where the charge of one of the muons is mismea-
sured.

The dominant SM processes with two prompt leptons
of the same electric charge in the final state areW±Z →
ℓ±νℓ±ℓ∓, ZZ → ℓ±ℓ∓ℓ±ℓ∓, W±W± → ℓ±νℓ±ν, and
tt̄W → ℓ±ℓ± + X . Any other SM processes are found
to be negligible. The contribution of these processes to
the signal region is estimated from MC simulation using
the samples described in Section III. In these simulated
samples, only muons that originate from a τ lepton, a
W boson, or a Z boson are considered prompt. Muons
originating from any other sources are discarded in or-
der to avoid double-counting with the non-prompt muon
background that is derived from data.

Background from non-prompt muons may originate
from several different sources: semi-leptonic b- or c-
hadron decays, muons from pion or kaon decays in flight,
and misidentified muons from hadronic showers in the
calorimeter which reach the muon spectrometer and are
incorrectly matched to a reconstructed inner detector
track [48]. The background from non-prompt muons
is estimated from data using a matrix method [49].
This method requires knowledge of the probabilities for
prompt and non-prompt muons to pass the isolation re-
quirement. The probability for non-prompt muons to
pass the isolation cut is determined using muons with
|d0|/σ(d0) > 5 in dimuon or single muon samples. These
are dominated by semi-leptonic b- and c- hadron decays.
The probability is found to be 5% rather independently
of pT and η. A systematic uncertainty is derived from a
complementary sample where |d0|/σ(d0) < 3 is required.
In this sample, prompt muons from W or Z decays are
suppressed by requiring there to be exactly one muon in
the event, the transverse mass [50] of the muon and the
missing transverse energy [51] to be below 10 GeV, and
at least one jet with pT > 20 GeV to be present. The
resulting systematic uncertainty on the probability for
non-prompt muons to pass the isolation cut varies be-
tween 30% and 100% depending on pT. The probability
for prompt muons to pass the isolation cut as a function
of pT and η is derived from Z → µ+µ− MC events and
is cross-checked with data.

Another source of background arises from opposite-
sign muon pairs where the charge of one of the two muons
is misidentified. This background source is negligible in
the relevant mass range as estimated from simulation.
The charge misidentification probability is also measured
from Z → µµ events in data by exploiting the indepen-
dent charge measurements provided by the inner detector
and the muon spectrometer. It is found to be consistent
with zero in the relevant pT range. Based on observ-
ing zero charge misidentified events in data, a 68% up-
per limit is placed on this probability as function of pT,
which ranges up to 10% at pT(µ) = 400 GeV. This up-
per limit is applied as a function of pT(µ) to opposite-sign
prompt muon pairs in the Drell-Yan,W+W−, and tt̄MC
samples to determine the systematic uncertainty on this
background source.
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The background estimate is cross-checked in a variety
of samples complementary to the signal region. These
include like-sign muon pairs where at least one muon
fails the |d0|/σ(d0) cut, like-sign muon pairs where both
muons fail the isolation requirement used in the analy-
sis but pass a looser isolation requirement, like-sign and
opposite-sign muon pairs where both muons fail the iso-
lation requirement used in the analysis but pass a looser
isolation requirement and at least one muon fails the
|d0|/σ(d0) cut, and opposite-sign muon pairs where both
muons pass the final analysis requirements. For all con-
trol regions, the data are found to agree with the back-
ground prediction within the systematic uncertainties,
both in overall event yield and in the shape of the dimuon
mass distribution.

VI. SYSTEMATIC UNCERTAINTIES

Uncertainties on the event selection efficiencies and the
luminosity affect the predicted yield of signal events as
well as those backgrounds that are estimated purely from
MC simulation, i.e. WZ, ZZ, W±W±, and tt̄W pro-
duction. The uncertainty on the muon reconstruction
efficiency is ±1% [52]. In addition, the efficiency of the
requirements on impact parameter and isolation is ob-
served to be 3% lower in data than in simulation at the
lowest pT values while for pT > 30 GeV data and simu-
lation agree typically within ±1%. The resulting uncer-
tainty on the muon pair selection efficiency due to the
muon identification efficiency is +1.0

−1.8%. The uncertainty
on the muon trigger efficiency of < 1% [52] results in
an uncertainty on the selection efficiency of ±0.3%. The
uncertainty in the muon momentum scale [53] results in
an uncertainty on the dimuon pair selection efficiency of
±0.9% due to the migrations across the pT and m(µµ)
cut thresholds. In addition, the integrated luminosity
measurement has an uncertainty of ±3.7% [54, 55].
The uncertainty in the production cross sections of the

SM processes affect the predicted yield of the prompt
muon background. The WZ and ZZ cross-section un-
certainties due to higher-order corrections are estimated
to be ±10% by varying the renormalization and factor-
ization scales by a factor of two. For tt̄W production,
the higher-order corrections are estimated to be similar
to those for tt̄Z, which are calculated in Ref. [56], and
the cross section is taken to be a factor of 1.30 ± 0.65
higher than the LO cross section [57]. The full higher-
order corrections for W±W± production have not yet
been calculated. However, for parts of the process, the
NLO QCD corrections have been shown to be small [58].
Here, the LO cross section is used and an uncertainty of
±50% is assumed.
Uncertainties on the parton distribution functions af-

fect both the acceptance and the normalization of the
prompt muon backgrounds and the new physics models
constrained in this paper. This uncertainty is evaluated
using the eigenvectors provided by the MSTW2008lo68cl

set [59] of parton distribution functions using the pre-
scription given in Ref. [60] and adding in quadrature
the difference between the central cross-section value
obtained using this set and that obtained with the
CTEQ6L1 [43] parton distribution functions. For the di-
boson background, the resulting uncertainty on the cross
section is ±7%. The uncertainty on the acceptance due
to this source is typically ±2%.
The uncertainty on the number of muon pairs from

non-prompt muon backgrounds has systematic and sta-
tistical components which are added in quadrature to
give the total uncertainty on this background source. The
systematic component is derived from the uncertainty on
the measurement of the fraction of non-prompt muons
passing the isolation cuts which ranges from ±30% for
m(µµ) > 15 GeV to ±80% for m(µµ) > 300 GeV (see
Section V). The statistical component arises from the
limited number of non-isolated muons used in the matrix
method: this is ±3% for m(µµ) > 15 GeV and ±45%
for m(µµ) > 300 GeV. The background due to charge
misidentification has an uncertainty of +2.7 events for
the full sample and +0.6 events in the highest mass re-
gion.
Any statistical uncertainties due to limited size of the

background and signal MC samples are also considered.
Systematic uncertainties on different processes from

the same origin are assumed to be 100% correlated.

VII. COMPARISON OF THE DATA TO THE

BACKGROUND EXPECTATION

The invariant mass distributions observed in the data
are compared to the predicted background for µ±µ±,
µ+µ+, and µ−µ− production in Figure 1.
Table I summarizes the number of observed and ex-

pected muon pairs for µ±µ±, µ+µ+, and µ−µ− produc-
tion for four cuts on the dimuon invariant mass. The
data agree with the background within the systematic
uncertainties and no excess is observed. The number of
data events in high-mass bins is lower than the back-
ground expectation, but in all mass bins the probability
that the background gives a fluctuation as low or lower
than observed in the data is found to be greater than
5%. In all mass bins, prompt muons from diboson pro-
duction are the dominant background but non-prompt
muons also contribute significantly: about 40% at low
mass and 10% at high mass.

VIII. UPPER LIMITS ON THE CROSS

SECTION FOR PROMPT LIKE-SIGN DIMUON

PRODUCTION

A 95% confidence level (C.L.) upper limit on the num-
ber of like-sign muon pairs due to anomalous production,
N95(µµ), is obtained using a Bayesian approach with a
flat prior for the number of events from new physics, in-
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TABLE I. Expected and observed numbers of pairs of isolated like-sign muons for various cuts on the dimuon invariant mass,
m(µµ). The uncertainties shown are the quadratic sum of the statistical and systematic uncertainties. The prompt muon
background contribution includes the WZ, ZZ, W±W±, and tt̄W processes.

Sample Number of muon pairs with m(µ±µ±)

> 15 GeV > 100 GeV > 200 GeV > 300 GeV

prompt muons 63.1 ± 7.8 34.9± 4.5 9.6± 1.6 2.24± 0.54

non-prompt muons 37.5+10.3
−12.4 13.0± 4.5 1.8± 0.7 0.31± 0.18

charge flip 0+2.7
−0.0 0+0.9

−0.0 0+0.7
−0.0 0+0.61

−0.00

total 100.6+13.2
−14.7 48.0± 6.4 11.4+1.8

−1.7 2.56+0.83
−0.57

data 101 32 7 1

Sample Number of muon pairs with m(µ+µ+)

> 15 GeV > 100 GeV > 200 GeV > 300 GeV

prompt muons 41.2 ± 5.3 23.5± 3.2 6.6± 1.2 1.33± 0.40

non-prompt muons 20.2+5.9
−6.9 6.3± 2.2 1.0± 0.4 0.24± 0.15

charge flip 0+1.3
−0.0 0+0.5

−0.0 0+0.3
−0.0 0+0.30

−0.00

total 61.4+8.0
−8.7 29.8± 3.9 7.5± 1.3 1.57+0.52

−0.42

data 61 22 6 1

Sample Number of muon pairs with m(µ−µ−)

> 15 GeV > 100 GeV > 200 GeV > 300 GeV

prompt muons 21.9 ± 3.0 11.4± 1.8 3.04± 0.67 0.91± 0.32

non-prompt muons 17.4+4.7
−5.8 6.8± 2.4 0.83± 0.38 0.07+0.08

−0.07

charge flip 0+1.3
−0.0 0+0.5

−0.0 0+0.34
−0.0 0+0.30

−0.00

total 39.3+5.8
−6.5 18.2± 3.0 3.87+0.84

−0.77 0.98+0.45
−0.33

data 40 10 1 0

tegrating over Gaussian priors for the systematic uncer-
tainties [61, 62]. All systematic uncertainties discussed
above are included, and correlations between their ef-
fects on signal and background processes are taken into
account.
The upper limit on the number of anomalously pro-

duced muon pairs, N95(µµ), ranges from 41 pairs for
m(µµ) > 15 GeV to 3.8 pairs for m(µµ) > 300 GeV
at 95% C.L. The limit on the number of muon pairs is
translated to a 95% C.L. limit on the cross section mea-
sured in the phase space region defined by the fiducial
cuts as

σfid
95 (µµ) =

N95(µµ)

εfid
R

Ldt , (1)

where
R

Ldt is the integrated luminosity of 1.61 ±
0.06 fb−1. The efficiency of the experimental cuts with
respect to the fiducial region, εfid, depends on the model

of new physics. The fiducial cuts used to define the ef-
ficiency are closely matched to those imposed at recon-
struction level: both muons must have pT > 20 GeV,
|η| < 2.5, and be separated by ∆R > 0.4 from any jet or
prompt muon or electron with pT > 20 GeV.

A variety of models is considered for the determination
of εfid, and the lowest efficiency value obtained among all
the models is used. The models considered are like-sign
top-quark pair production via an effective four-fermion
coupling, Majorana neutrino (NR) production from the
decay of a WR boson, pair production of fourth genera-
tion quarks decaying via top quarks, and doubly charged
Higgs boson production. A variety of mass values for
those models is considered: 800 ≤ m(WR) ≤ 1500 GeV
and 100 ≤ m(NR) ≤ 1300 GeV, 300 ≤ m(d4) ≤ 500 GeV,
and 100 ≤ m(H±±) ≤ 300 GeV. The efficiency val-
ues obtained from any of these samples with respect
to the fiducial cuts vary for different models and mass
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FIG. 1. Distribution of the dimuon invariant mass for a)
µ±µ± pairs, b) µ+µ+ pairs, and c) µ−µ− pairs. The data
are compared to the stacked background estimates. The ratio
between the data and the predicted background is also shown,
where the shaded region is the total systematic uncertainty
on the background prediction.

TABLE II. Expected and observed 95% C.L. upper limit on
the cross section, σfid

95 , for new physics in bins of dimuon mass
for like-sign muon pairs with pT(µ) > 20 GeV, |η(µ)| < 2.5,
and ∆R > 0.4 between the muon and any jet, prompt electron
or prompt muon with pT > 20 GeV.

Mass range [GeV]
σfid
95 [fb]

expected observed

All muon pairs

m(µ±µ±) > 15 58+19

−17 58

m(µ±µ±) > 100 30+11

−9 16

m(µ±µ±) > 200 13.7+5.7
−4.4 8.4

m(µ±µ±) > 300 8.0+3.3
−2.6 5.3

Positively charged muon pairs

m(µ+µ+) > 15 37+14

−11 37

m(µ+µ+) > 100 21.8+9.1
−6.9 14.1

m(µ+µ+) > 200 10.3+5.7
−2.2 9.1

m(µ+µ+) > 300 7.2+1.8
−2.9 5.6

Negatively charged muon pairs

m(µ−µ−) > 15 29+11

−8 30

m(µ−µ−) > 100 17.0+6.5
−5.1 9.5

m(µ−µ−) > 200 8.7+3.1
−2.5 5.2

m(µ−µ−) > 300 5.9+1.8
−1.6 4.3

bins due primarily to the pT-dependence of the isola-
tion efficiency. Like-sign top-quark pair production re-
sults in the lowest fiducial efficiency of 43.9+1.9

−2.4% for
m(µ±µ±) > 300 GeV, while a model with WR boson
of 800 GeV decaying to a 500 GeV Majorana neutrino
gives the highest value of 72.5+1.6

−2.2%. For pair produc-
tion of 100 GeV H±± bosons, the fiducial efficiency is
69.8+1.5

−2.0% for m(µ±µ±) > 15 GeV. The efficiency uncer-
tainties include all sources discussed in Section VI. To
derive the cross-section limits, the lowest efficiency value
of 43.9+1.9

−2.4% is used in all mass bins. The resulting lim-
its are given in Table II for the four mass ranges and
separately for µ±µ±, µ+µ+, and µ−µ− production.

IX. LIMITS ON LIKE-SIGN TOP-QUARK PAIR

PRODUCTION

Like-sign top-quark pair production can occur if e.g. a
flavor-changing Z ′ boson that couples to u and t quarks
is exchanged in the t-channel. The fiducial cross-section
limits presented above are used to constrain this model.
In order to assess the impact on any physics model,

the acceptance of the fiducial cuts with respect to the full
phase space, Afid, needs to be determined. The cross-
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section limit for that model is then given by

σ95 =
σfid
95 (µµ)

Afid

. (2)

For the model of like-sign top-quark production, only
µ+µ+ pairs are considered since the µ−µ− process con-
tributes less than 3% at the LHC due to the much smaller
ū-quark density compared to the u-quark density in the
proton. The fiducial acceptance for the production of
right-handed like-sign top quarks, Afid(tRtR), is deter-
mined for each mass cut and for four Z ′ mass values.
For m(Z ′) = 100 GeV (m(Z ′) ≫ 1 TeV), Afid ranges
from 0.69% (0.62%) for m(µ+µ+) > 15 GeV to 0.12%
(0.29%) for m(µ+µ+) > 300 GeV. This acceptance is de-
fined with respect to inclusive decays of theW bosons, so
the small values are primarily caused by the lowW → µν
branching ratio. The relative uncertainty on the accep-
tance is typically 2-3% and accounts for both the statis-
tical uncertainty and the uncertainty due to the parton
distribution functions as discussed in Section VI.
The mass range that gives the best expected limits is

m(µ+µ+) > 200 GeV for allm(Z ′). The results are listed
in Table III for four Z ′ masses. The upper limits on the
tRtR production cross section range from 2.2 to 3.7 pb
depending on m(Z ′).

TABLE III. Upper limit at 95% C.L. on the tRtR production
cross section, σ95(tRtR), for four Z

′ mass values based on the
µ+µ+ search with m(µ+µ+) > 200 GeV.

m(Z′)
σ95(tRtR) [pb]

expected observed

100 GeV 4.2+2.3
−0.9 3.7

150 GeV 3.3+1.9
−0.7 3.0

200 GeV 2.9+1.6
−0.6 2.6

≫ 1 TeV 2.5+1.4
−0.5 2.2

X. CONSTRAINTS ON DOUBLY CHARGED

HIGGS BOSONS

The data are used to constrain the production of a nar-
row resonance decaying to two muons, using as reference
model the production ofH±± bosons. In Section XA the
model considered for H±± production is described and
the results are presented in Section XB.

A. H±± boson production

The production process of doubly charged Higgs
bosons considered here is pair production via the ex-
change of a virtual Z/γ∗ [63]. Other production mech-
anisms may contribute in addition but they depend on

other model parameters such as the masses of the neu-
tral and singly charged Higgs bosons and are therefore
not included. Only H±± bosons decaying to muons with
coupling values between 10−5 and 0.5 are considered to
ensure a short lifetime (cτ < 10 µm) and that the relative
natural width, Γ/M , is less than 1%. Doubly charged
Higgs bosons couple to Higgs and electroweak gauge
bosons and either left-handed or right-handed charged
leptons, and are denoted H±±

L or H±±
R , respectively.

While H±±
L couple both to the Z boson and to photons,

H±±
R bosons only couple to photons, i.e. coupling to any

hypothetical right-handed gauge bosons is neglected, re-
sulting in a 2.5 times smaller pair-production cross sec-
tion for the latter.
Next-to-leading-order calculations of the H±± pair-

production cross section via the Drell-Yan process are
used [64]. Higher-order QCD corrections beyond the
next-to-leading-order accuracy are expected to increase
the cross section by about 5% but are neglected here.
The uncertainty on the cross section is ±10% due to scale
dependence in the NLO calculation, parton distribution
function uncertainties, and neglected electroweak correc-
tions [65].

B. Constraints on H±± bosons

The data are used to derive an upper limit onH±± pair
production via the Drell-Yan process. For this purpose,
counting experiments are performed in steps of 10 (20)
GeV form(µµ) < 200 GeV (m(µµ) ≥ 200 GeV) in a mass
window of size ±10% of the central mass, corresponding
to about three times the experimental mass resolution.
The product of the acceptance and efficiency to detect

a single H±± boson is evaluated based on simulated sam-
ples. It is 46% at m(H±±) = 100 GeV and increases to
57% at 300 GeV. Uncertainties on the acceptance arise
from the parton distribution functions, the interpolation
between H±± mass values, and the limited MC statis-
tics. Adding these three uncertainties in quadrature,
an overall acceptance uncertainty of ±3.6% is obtained.
The other systematic uncertainties are propagated as de-
scribed in Section VI.
This analysis aims to constrain the pair production

(pp → H++H−−) process. In the analysis, however,
like-sign muon pairs are counted, and two muon pairs
per event can contribute. The cross section for pair pro-
duction of H±± bosons, σHH , is related to the number
of reconstructed dimuon pairs, N(µ±µ±), by

σHH ×BR(H±± → µ±µ±) =
N(µ±µ±)

2×A× ǫ × Ldt , (3)

where A× ǫ is the acceptance times efficiency to detect a
single µ±µ± pair with invariant mass within 10% of the
considered H±± mass value. It was verified that for this
process the efficiency for detecting a single µ±µ± pair is
not affected by the presence of a second pair in the event.
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The cross-section limits are obtained using the same
procedure as described in Section VIII. The expected
and observed upper limits at 95% C.L. on the cross sec-
tion times the branching ratio, σ(pp → H++H−−) ×
BR(H±± → µ±µ±), are shown in Figure 2. The ob-
served upper limit is 11 fb at m(H±±) = 100 GeV and
1.7 fb at m(H±±) = 400 GeV. The median expected up-
per limits based on the background expectation together
with the ±1σ and ±2σ uncertainty bands are also shown.
The results derived from data are consistent with the ex-
pectation over the full mass range.

The cross-section limit is compared to the prediction
for the pair-production cross section of H±±

L and H±±
R

bosons, assuming a branching ratio for the dimuon de-
cay of 100%. For this scenario, H±±

L bosons are ex-

cluded for m(H±±
L ) < 355 GeV, while H±±

R bosons are

excluded for m(H±±
R ) < 251 GeV at 95% C.L. for the

central value of the theoretical prediction. The corre-
sponding expected limits are 337 GeV and 264 GeV, re-
spectively. Using a 10% lower value for the theoretical
prediction (corresponding to the 1σ uncertainty on the
cross section), the data exclude m(H±±

L ) < 348 GeV

and m(H±±
R ) < 248 GeV.

 mass [GeV]±±H

100 150 200 250 300 350 400

) [
fb

]
± µ ± µ 

→ ±±
 B

R
(H

×)−−
 H

++
 H

→
(p

p 
σ -110

1

10

Observed 95% C.L. upper limit
Expected 95% C.L. upper limit

σ 1±Expected limit 
σ 2±Expected limit 

)=100%±µ±µ→±±
L

), BR(H−−
L H++

L
 H→(pp σ

)=100%±µ±µ→±±
R

), BR(H−−
R H++

R
 H→(pp σ

ATLAS

∫ -1Ldt = 1.6 fb

 = 7 TeVs

FIG. 2. Upper limit at 95% C.L. on the cross section times
branching ratio for pair production of doubly charged Higgs
bosons decaying to two muons. Superimposed is the predicted
cross section for H++

L H−−

L and H++

R H−−

R production assum-
ing a branching ratio to muons of 100%. The bands on the
predicted cross sections corresponds to the theoretical uncer-
tainty of 10%.

The observed and expected limits on the mass of dou-
bly charged Higgs bosons are also determined as a func-
tion of the branching ratio to µ±µ± assuming the central
value of the theoretical cross-section prediction. This is
shown in Figure 3 for H±±

L and H±±
R bosons, respec-

tively. For example, assuming a branching ratio of 33%
to muons, the respective lower mass limits are 244 GeV
for H±±

L and 209 GeV for H±±
R bosons.

XI. CONCLUSIONS

An inclusive search for production of pairs of prompt
like-sign muons has been presented using a dataset corre-
sponding to an integrated luminosity of 1.6 fb−1 recorded
with the ATLAS detector at the LHC. The data agree
with the background expectation and no sign of new
physics has been found. The data are used to place
model-independent upper limits on the cross section of
new physics processes giving rise to like-sign dimuons
ranging from 5.3 fb for m(µ±µ±) > 300 GeV to 58 fb for
m(µ±µ±) > 15 GeV. In addition, constraints are placed
on like-sign top-quark and doubly charged Higgs boson
production. The 95% C.L. limit on the like-sign top-
quark production cross section of 3.7 pb is more than four
times more restrictive than previous results. The lower
mass limit on doubly charged Higgs bosons with a 100%
(33%) branching ratio to muons is 355 (244) GeV and
251 (209) GeV for H±± bosons coupling to left-handed
and right-handed fermions, respectively.
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FIG. 3. Exclusion region at 95% C.L. of the H±± mass as a function of the branching ratio to muon pairs, BR(H±± → µ±µ±),
for a) H±±

L bosons and b) H±±

R bosons. The shaded areas show the observed exclusion region, the solid lines show the expected
exclusion region, and the dashed lines show the ±1σ variations of the expected exclusion region.
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I.A. Budagov65, B. Budick108, V. Büscher81, L. Bugge117, O. Bulekov96, M. Bunse42, T. Buran117, H. Burckhart29,
S. Burdin73, T. Burgess13, S. Burke129, E. Busato33, P. Bussey53, C.P. Buszello166, F. Butin29, B. Butler143,
J.M. Butler21, C.M. Buttar53, J.M. Butterworth77, W. Buttinger27, S. Cabrera Urbán167, D. Caforio19a,19b,
O. Cakir3a, P. Calafiura14, G. Calderini78, P. Calfayan98, R. Calkins106, L.P. Caloba23a, R. Caloi132a,132b,
D. Calvet33, S. Calvet33, R. Camacho Toro33, P. Camarri133a,133b, M. Cambiaghi119a,119b, D. Cameron117,



12

L.M. Caminada14, S. Campana29, M. Campanelli77, V. Canale102a,102b, F. Canelli30,g, A. Canepa159a, J. Cantero80,
L. Capasso102a,102b, M.D.M. Capeans Garrido29, I. Caprini25a, M. Caprini25a, D. Capriotti99, M. Capua36a,36b,
R. Caputo81, C. Caramarcu24, R. Cardarelli133a, T. Carli29, G. Carlino102a, L. Carminati89a,89b, B. Caron85,
S. Caron48, G.D. Carrillo Montoya173, A.A. Carter75, J.R. Carter27, J. Carvalho124a,h, D. Casadei108,
M.P. Casado11, M. Cascella122a,122b, C. Caso50a,50b,∗, A.M. Castaneda Hernandez173, E. Castaneda-Miranda173,
V. Castillo Gimenez167, N.F. Castro124a, G. Cataldi72a, F. Cataneo29, A. Catinaccio29, J.R. Catmore71, A. Cattai29,
G. Cattani133a,133b, S. Caughron88, D. Cauz164a,164c, P. Cavalleri78, D. Cavalli89a, M. Cavalli-Sforza11,
V. Cavasinni122a,122b, F. Ceradini134a,134b, A.S. Cerqueira23b, A. Cerri29, L. Cerrito75, F. Cerutti47, S.A. Cetin18b,
F. Cevenini102a,102b, A. Chafaq135a, D. Chakraborty106, K. Chan2, B. Chapleau85, J.D. Chapman27,
J.W. Chapman87, E. Chareyre78, D.G. Charlton17, V. Chavda82, C.A. Chavez Barajas29, S. Cheatham85,
S. Chekanov5, S.V. Chekulaev159a, G.A. Chelkov65, M.A. Chelstowska104, C. Chen64, H. Chen24, S. Chen32c,
T. Chen32c, X. Chen173, S. Cheng32a, A. Cheplakov65, V.F. Chepurnov65, R. Cherkaoui El Moursli135e,
V. Chernyatin24, E. Cheu6, S.L. Cheung158, L. Chevalier136, G. Chiefari102a,102b, L. Chikovani51a, J.T. Childers58a,
A. Chilingarov71, G. Chiodini72a, M.V. Chizhov65, G. Choudalakis30, S. Chouridou137, I.A. Christidi77,
A. Christov48, D. Chromek-Burckhart29, M.L. Chu151, J. Chudoba125, G. Ciapetti132a,132b, K. Ciba37, A.K. Ciftci3a,
R. Ciftci3a, D. Cinca33, V. Cindro74, M.D. Ciobotaru163, C. Ciocca19a, A. Ciocio14, M. Cirilli87, M. Citterio89a,
M. Ciubancan25a, A. Clark49, P.J. Clark45, W. Cleland123, J.C. Clemens83, B. Clement55, C. Clement146a,146b,
R.W. Clifft129, Y. Coadou83, M. Cobal164a,164c, A. Coccaro50a,50b, J. Cochran64, P. Coe118, J.G. Cogan143,
J. Coggeshall165, E. Cogneras178, J. Colas4, A.P. Colijn105, N.J. Collins17, C. Collins-Tooth53, J. Collot55,
G. Colon84, P. Conde Muiño124a, E. Coniavitis118, M.C. Conidi11, M. Consonni104, V. Consorti48,
S. Constantinescu25a, C. Conta119a,119b, F. Conventi102a,i, J. Cook29, M. Cooke14, B.D. Cooper77,
A.M. Cooper-Sarkar118, K. Copic14, T. Cornelissen175, M. Corradi19a, F. Corriveau85,j , A. Cortes-Gonzalez165,
G. Cortiana99, G. Costa89a, M.J. Costa167, D. Costanzo139, T. Costin30, D. Côté29, R. Coura Torres23a,
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G. Crosetti36a,36b, R. Crupi72a,72b, S. Crépé-Renaudin55, C.-M. Cuciuc25a, C. Cuenca Almenar176,
T. Cuhadar Donszelmann139, M. Curatolo47, C.J. Curtis17, C. Cuthbert150, P. Cwetanski61, H. Czirr141,
P. Czodrowski43, Z. Czyczula176, S. D’Auria53, M. D’Onofrio73, A. D’Orazio132a,132b, P.V.M. Da Silva23a,
C. Da Via82, W. Dabrowski37, T. Dai87, C. Dallapiccola84, M. Dam35, M. Dameri50a,50b, D.S. Damiani137,
H.O. Danielsson29, D. Dannheim99, V. Dao49, G. Darbo50a, G.L. Darlea25b, C. Daum105, W. Davey20,
T. Davidek126, N. Davidson86, R. Davidson71, E. Davies118,c, M. Davies93, A.R. Davison77, Y. Davygora58a,
E. Dawe142, I. Dawson139, J.W. Dawson5,∗, R.K. Daya-Ishmukhametova22, K. De7, R. de Asmundis102a,
S. De Castro19a,19b, P.E. De Castro Faria Salgado24, S. De Cecco78, J. de Graat98, N. De Groot104, P. de Jong105,
C. De La Taille115, H. De la Torre80, B. De Lotto164a,164c, L. de Mora71, L. De Nooij105, D. De Pedis132a,
A. De Salvo132a, U. De Sanctis164a,164c, A. De Santo149, J.B. De Vivie De Regie115, S. Dean77, W.J. Dearnaley71,
R. Debbe24, C. Debenedetti45, D.V. Dedovich65, J. Degenhardt120, M. Dehchar118, C. Del Papa164a,164c,
J. Del Peso80, T. Del Prete122a,122b, T. Delemontex55, M. Deliyergiyev74, A. Dell’Acqua29, L. Dell’Asta21,
M. Della Pietra102a,i, D. della Volpe102a,102b, M. Delmastro4, N. Delruelle29, P.A. Delsart55, C. Deluca148,
S. Demers176, M. Demichev65, B. Demirkoz11,k, J. Deng163, S.P. Denisov128, D. Derendarz38, J.E. Derkaoui135d,
F. Derue78, P. Dervan73, K. Desch20, E. Devetak148, P.O. Deviveiros105, A. Dewhurst129, B. DeWilde148,
S. Dhaliwal158, R. Dhullipudi24 ,l, A. Di Ciaccio133a,133b, L. Di Ciaccio4, A. Di Girolamo29, B. Di Girolamo29,
S. Di Luise134a,134b, A. Di Mattia173, B. Di Micco29, R. Di Nardo47, A. Di Simone133a,133b, R. Di Sipio19a,19b,
M.A. Diaz31a, F. Diblen18c, E.B. Diehl87, J. Dietrich41, T.A. Dietzsch58a, S. Diglio86, K. Dindar Yagci39,
J. Dingfelder20, C. Dionisi132a,132b, P. Dita25a, S. Dita25a, F. Dittus29, F. Djama83, T. Djobava51b,
M.A.B. do Vale23c, A. Do Valle Wemans124a, T.K.O. Doan4, M. Dobbs85, R. Dobinson 29,∗, D. Dobos29,
E. Dobson29,m, J. Dodd34, C. Doglioni118, T. Doherty53, Y. Doi66,∗, J. Dolejsi126, I. Dolenc74, Z. Dolezal126,
B.A. Dolgoshein96,∗, T. Dohmae155, M. Donadelli23d, M. Donega120, J. Donini33, J. Dopke29, A. Doria102a,
A. Dos Anjos173, M. Dosil11, A. Dotti122a,122b, M.T. Dova70, J.D. Dowell17, A.D. Doxiadis105, A.T. Doyle53,
Z. Drasal126, J. Drees175, N. Dressnandt120, H. Drevermann29, C. Driouichi35, M. Dris9, J. Dubbert99, S. Dube14,
E. Duchovni172, G. Duckeck98, A. Dudarev29, F. Dudziak64, M. Dührssen 29, I.P. Duerdoth82, L. Duflot115,
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V.V. Kostyukhin20, M.J. Kotamäki29, S. Kotov99, V.M. Kotov65, A. Kotwal44, C. Kourkoumelis8, V. Kouskoura154,
A. Koutsman159a, R. Kowalewski169, T.Z. Kowalski37, W. Kozanecki136, A.S. Kozhin128, V. Kral127,
V.A. Kramarenko97, G. Kramberger74, M.W. Krasny78, A. Krasznahorkay108, J. Kraus88, J.K. Kraus20,
A. Kreisel153, F. Krejci127, J. Kretzschmar73, N. Krieger54, P. Krieger158, K. Kroeninger54, H. Kroha99, J. Kroll120,
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L.A. Skinnari14, H.P. Skottowe57, K. Skovpen107, P. Skubic111, N. Skvorodnev22, M. Slater17, T. Slavicek127,
K. Sliwa161, J. Sloper29, V. Smakhtin172, S.Yu. Smirnov96, L.N. Smirnova97, O. Smirnova79, B.C. Smith57,
D. Smith143, K.M. Smith53, M. Smizanska71, K. Smolek127, A.A. Snesarev94, S.W. Snow82, J. Snow111,
J. Snuverink105, S. Snyder24, M. Soares124a, R. Sobie169,j , J. Sodomka127, A. Soffer153, C.A. Solans167, M. Solar127,
J. Solc127, E. Soldatov96, U. Soldevila167, E. Solfaroli Camillocci132a,132b, A.A. Solodkov128, O.V. Solovyanov128,
N. Soni2, V. Sopko127, B. Sopko127, M. Sosebee7, R. Soualah164a,164c, A. Soukharev107, S. Spagnolo72a,72b,
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83 CPPM, Aix-Marseille Université and CNRS/IN2P3, Marseille, France
84 Department of Physics, University of Massachusetts, Amherst MA, United States of America
85 Department of Physics, McGill University, Montreal QC, Canada
86 School of Physics, University of Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
87 Department of Physics, The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI, United States of America
88 Department of Physics and Astronomy, Michigan State University, East Lansing MI, United States of America
89 (a)INFN Sezione di Milano; (b)Dipartimento di Fisica, Università di Milano, Milano, Italy
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