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From Sit-Ins to Fish-Ins

Broadening the American Civil Rights Movement 
to Include Native Americans and Other Minorities

Glenn T. Eskew

 TheȱscopeȱofȱprotestȱbegunȱinȱtheȱŗşśŖsȱbyȱblackȱandȱwhiteȱactivistsȱ
inȱ theȱAmericanȱ civilȱ rightsȱmovementȱ toȱ endȱ racialȱdiscriminationȱ inȱ theȱ
Southȱhadȱexpandedȱduringȱ theȱŗşŜŖsȱasȱotherȱminoritiesȱ adoptedȱdirectȱ
actionȱ strategiesȱ toȱgainȱpoliticalȱ freedomȱandȱequalȱ accessȱ toȱ theȱ systemǯȱȱ
Studentsȱonȱ collegeȱ campusesȱvoicedȱ theirȱ supportȱ forȱ theȱ civilȱ rightsȱ
struggleȱandȱagainstȱ theȱwarȱ inȱVietnamǯȱ ȱWomenȱactivistsȱ rejectedȱmaleȱ
chauvinismȱbyȱopposingȱdiscriminationȱbasedȱonȱgenderǯȱ ȱHomosexualsȱ
protestedȱpoliceȱ brutalityȱ andȱ advocatedȱ forȱ acceptanceǯȱ ȱHispanicsȱ
organizedȱagainstȱeconomicȱexploitationǯȱ ȱ Joiningȱ inȱ theȱclamorȱforȱreformǰȱ
NativeȱAmericansȱescalatedȱlongstandingȱcallsȱ forȱselfȬdeterminationǯȱ ȱLikeȱ
threadsȱofȱvariousȱhuesǰȱ theseȱ collectiveȱactsȬtheȱwarpȱofȱ theȱ sitȱ insȱorȱ
freedomȱridesȱorȱdemonstrationsȱinȱBirminghamǰȱSelmaǰȱorȱMemphisȱofȱtheȱ
modernȱCivilȱRightsȱMovementȱandȱ theȱwoofȱofȱ theȱ studentȱFreeȱSpeechȱ
Movementǰȱ theȱwomenȂsȱ liberationȱmovementǰȱ theȱGayȱRightsȱmovementǰȱ
theȱChicanoȱMovementȱofȱ theȱUnitedȱFarmȱWorkersǰȱ theȱFishȬInsȱofȱ theȱ
modernȱAmericanȱ IndianȱMovementǰȱwhenȱwovenȱ togetherȬallȱ crossedȱ
andȱintertwinedȬtheseȱindividualȱthreadsȱcreatedȱaȱtapestryȱthatȱrevealedȱ
diversityȱinȱtheȱUnitedȱStatesǯŗ

 Mostȱactivistsȱproposedȱmainstreamȱdemandsȱ forȱ integrationȱ intoȱ
theȱexistingȱ systemǰȱ theȱgrantingȱofȱwhatȱ theȱReverendȱDrǯȱMartinȱLutherȱ
Kingǰȱ Jrǯȱ andȱothersȱ calledȱ firstȱ classȱ citizenshipȱbyȱwhichȱ theyȱmeantȱȃtheȱ
questȱ forȱ freedomȱandȱhumanȱdignityǯȄŘȱ ȱOverallȱ theyȱdidȱnotȱ challengeȱ
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theȱeconomicȱstructureȱofȱtheȱcapitalistȱsystemȱbutȱinsteadȱcombinedȱdirectȱ
actionȱ tacticsȱwithȱ legalȱ casesȱ toȱwinȱequalȱ accessȱasȱ consumersȱandȱwageȱ
earnersǯȱȱAssimilationȱsignifiedȱanȱendȱtoȱhumiliatingȱdiscriminationȱandȱtheȱ
beginningȱofȱpublicȱacceptanceȱofȱdiversityǯȱȱWhileȱtheȱSixtiesȱprotestsȱofȱtheȱ
CivilȱRightsȱMovementǰȱ theȱStudentȱMovementǰȱ theȱWomenȂsȱMovementǰȱ
theȱGayȱRightsȱMovementǰȱandȱtheȱChicanoȱMovementȱallȱfollowedȱsimilarȱ
trajectoriesȱdesignedȱtoȱaccomplishȱintegrationȱintoȱtheȱexistingȱsystemǰȱtheȱ
struggleȱbyȱNativeȱAmericansȱ remainedȱdistinctiveǯȱ ȱAllȱ theseȱeffortsȱhadȱ
extremeȱwingsȱthatȱcriticizedȱtheȱmainstreamȱandȱdemandedȱaȱmoreȱradicalȱ
formȱofȱ acceptanceȱbeyondȱsimpleȱdiversityȱorȱ equalȱ accessǯȱ ȱTheȱBlackȱ
PowerȱMovementǰȱtheȱWeathermenȱDaysȱofȱRageǰȱtheȱRedȱPowerȱMovementȱ
expressedȱaȱfrustrationȱbornȱoutȱofȱ theȱ limitedȱnatureȱofȱ theȱobjectivesȱandȱ
constrainedȱoutcomesȱofȱ theȱ reformsǯȱ ȱWithȱviolenceǰȱ theȱ stateȱ suppressedȱ
suchȱ radicalȱ separatistȱgroupsǰȱ advocatingȱ insteadȱ theȱbroadeningȱofȱ theȱ
civilȱ rightsȱmovementȱandȱopeningȱupȱ theȱ systemȱ toȱ includeȱonȱaȱbasisȱofȱ
equalityȱotherȱminoritiesǰȱresultingȱinȱaȱnewȱideologyȱofȱtoleranceȱultimatelyȱ
endorsedȱbyȱtheȱstatelessȱmultinationalȱcorporateȱstructureǯ
 Yetȱunlikeȱ theseȱprotestȱmovementsǰȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱ trulyȱ
remainedȱonȱ theȱoutsideǰȱ thanksȱ toȱ theirȱdistinctiveȱ relationshipȱ toȱ theȱ
federalȱgovernmentȱ andȱ connectionȱ toȱ theȱ reservationǯȱ ȱConsequentlyȱ
theirȱ activismȱ focusedȱonȱ theȱenforcementȱofȱ existingȱ treatiesȱ toȱ enhanceȱ
theirȱ statusȱasȱ sovereignȱȃdomesticȱdependentȱnationsǯȄȱ ȱThoseȱ Indianȱ
leadersȱwhoȱjoinedȱDrǯȱMartinȱLutherȱKingǰȱJrǯȂsȱȃbelovedȱcommunityȄȱandȱ
supportedȱtheȱexpansionȱofȱtheȱcivilȱrightsȱmovementȱdidȱsoȱoutȱofȱaȱdesireȱ
forȱ selfȬdeterminationǯȱ ȱ Indiansȱdemandedȱ federalȱ supportȱ forȱ culturalȱ
centersȱ toȱoffsetȱyearsȱofȱnationalȱpoliciesȱ thatȱpromotedȱassimilationȱandȱ
culturalȱgenocideǯȱ ȱ InȱshortǰȱwhileȱNativeȱAmericansȱcontributedȱtoȱtheȱeraȱ
ofȱ reformȬoftenȱadaptingȱdirectȱ actionȱ strategiesȱ firstȱusedȱbyȱAfricanȱ
AmericansȬtheyȱ remainedȱ focusedȱonȱprotectingȱ theirȱ separateȱ tribalȱ
existenceȱandȱstatusȱasȱindependentȱnationsǯř
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ModernȱCivilȱRightsȱMovement

 Eventsȱ coalescedȱ inȱ theȱ lateȱŗşśŖsȱandȱearlyȱŗşŜŖsȱ toȱpositionȱ theȱ
AfricanȱAmericanȱcivilȱrightsȱmovementȱasȱtheȱ leadingȱproponentȱofȱsocialȱ
changeȱ inȱ theȱUnitedȱStatesǯȱ ȱTheȱMontgomeryȱBusȱBoycottȱofȱ ŗşśśȬśŜȱ
markedȱ theȱawakeningȱofȱ theȱblackȱ communityȱwhileȱ theȱ spontaneousȱ
outburstȱofȱ theȱ sitȬinȱmovementsȱ inȱNashvilleǰȱTennesseeǰȱ inȱŗşśşȱandȱ
GreensboroǰȱNorthȱCarolinaǰȱ inȱŗşŜŖȱ suggestedȱ theȱgrowingȱexpectationsȱ
amongȱblackȱconsumersǯȱȱTheȱidealismȱthatȱaccompaniedȱtheȱelectionȱofȱJohnȱ
FǯȱKennedyȱasȱ theȱ firstȱ IrishȱRomanȱCatholicȱpresidentȱ extendedȱ toȱmanyȱ
ofȱhisȱgenerationȱandȱ theirȱ childrenȱ theȱbabyȱboomersȱwhoȱ sawȱunlimitedȱ
potentialȱ inȱaȱhegemonicȱUnitedȱStatesȱ thatȱdominatedȱ theȱpostwarȱglobeǯȱȱ
Theȱ freeȱmarketȱ ideologyȱofȱdemocracyȱpromulgatedȱ internationallyȱbyȱ
Americanȱagentsȱofȱ corporateȱbusinessǰȱmadeȱomissionsȱofȱ equalȱ rightsȱ
atȱhomeȱparticularlyȱglaringǯȱ ȱAsȱ theȱblackȱ sociologistȱManningȱMarableȱ
arguedǰȱ ȃtheȱ SecondȱReconstructionȱ actuallyȱbeganȱ inȱ earnestȱ onȱ theȱ
afternoonȱofȱ ŗȱFebruaryȱŗşŜŖǯȄŚȱ ȱOnȱ thatȱdayȱdirectȱ actionȱnonviolenceȱ
byȱ fourȱ blackȱmenȱwhoȱ satȱ downȱ atȱ theȱWoolworthȂsȱ lunchȱ counterȱ
inȱGreensboroȱandȱdemandedȱequalȱ serviceȱ asȱ consumersȱ inȱAmericaȱ
provokedȱaȱ seriesȱofȱprotestsȱ againstȱdiscriminationȱ collectivelyȱknownȱasȱ
theȱmodernȱ civilȱ rightsȱmovementǯȱ ȱOutȱofȱ theȱ sitȬinsȱ cameȱ theȱFreedomȱ
Ridesȱofȱ ŗşŜŗȱ thatȱ continuedȱwhatȱ strategistsȱ calledȱaȱ ȃdirectȱ actionȄȱ
demandȱ forȱ immediateȱaccessȱ toȱ theȱ systemȱbyȱpressuringȱ localǰȱ stateǰȱ andȱ
federalȱgovernmentsȱ thatȱ allowedȱ racialȱdiscriminationȱ toȱpersistǯśȱ ȱTheȱ
seminalȱ scholarshipȱofȱhistorianȱClayborneȱCarsonȱdocumentedȱ theȱblackȱ
youthȱwhoȱorganizedȱ theȱmultiracialȱ StudentȱNonviolentȱCoordinatingȱ
Committeeȱ ǻSNCCǼȱasȱaȱdecentralizedȱapproachȱ toȱ theȱ reformȱmovementǯŜȱȱ
KingȱandȱtheȱblackȱministersȱinvolvedȱinȱtheȱSouthernȱChristianȱLeadershipȱ
Conferenceȱ ǻSCLCǼȬlikeȱ theȱ lawyersȱ inȱ theȱNationalȱAssociationȱ forȱ
theȱAdvancementȱ ofȱ Coloredȱ Peopleȱ ǻNAACPǼȬ followedȱ aȱmoreȱ
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bureaucraticȱ andȱauthoritarianȱapproachȱasȱdetailedȱ inȱworksȱbyȱpoliticalȱ
scientistȱDavidȱGarrowǯŝȱ ȱTheȱ topȱdownȱsystemicȱ reformsȱproposedȱbyȱ
SCLCȱandȱ theȱNAACPȱoftenȱ clashedȱwithȱ theȱmoreȱ radicalȱbottomȱupȱ
effortsȱofȱSNCCǰȱ forȱasȱ theȱ sociologistȱGeneȱSharpȱhasȱdiscoveredȱ inȱhisȱ
yearsȱofȱ studyingȱnonviolenceǰȱ thereȱareȱmanyȱapproachesȱ toȱnonviolentȱ
resistanceȱ toȱoppressionȱandȱdiscriminationǯŞȱ ȱBecauseȱofȱ theȱmediaȂsȱ focusȱ
onȱ theȱpersistenceȱofȱ southernȱ racialȱdiscriminationȱ inȱaȱnationȱ thatȱheldȱ
anȱidealisticȱviewȱofȱitselfȱasȱtheȱdemocraticȱleaderȱinȱaȱglobalȱenvironmentȱ
whereȱ theȱmediumȱwasȱ theȱmessageǰȱ theȱ countryȱunderwentȱ seriousȱ
selfȬreflectionȱoverȱraceȱrelationsǯ
 Byȱ theȱ springȱŗşŜřȱdemonstrationsȱ inȱBirminghamǰȱAlabamaǰȱ theȱ
nationȱ couldȱnoȱ longerȱ tolerateȱ segregationȱandȱ inequalityǯȱ ȱKingȱandȱ theȱ
SCLCȱ joinedȱaȱ localȱmovementȱ ledȱbyȱ theȱReverendȱFredȱLǯȱShuttlesworthȱ
inȱprotestsȱ againstȱ racialȱdiscriminationȱ inȱpublicȱ accommodationsǰȱvotingǰȱ
andȱemploymentȱ inȱ theȱ industrialȱ cityȱofȱ theȱNewȱSouthǰȱBirminghamǰȱ
whichȱmovementȱ leadersȱ calledȱAmericaȂsȱ Johannesburgȱbecauseȱ itȱ sharedȱ
aȱhistoryȱofȱviolentȱraceȱrelationsȱwithȱtheȱSouthȱAfricanȱminingȱcapitalǯȱȱInȱ
AprilȱŗşŜřȱsitȬinsȱatȱlunchȱcountersȱbyȱAfricanȱAmericansȱdemandingȱbasicȱ
serviceȱasȱ consumersȱexpandedȱbyȱMayȱŗşŜřȱ toȱprotestȱmarchesȱ ledȱbyȱ
schoolȱ childrenǯȱ ȱRatherȱ thanȱgrantȱ equalȱ accommodationsȱandȱcitizenshipȱ
rightsǰȱ authoritiesȱ inȱBirminghamȱ turnedȱ looseȱpoliceȱdogsȱonȱnonviolentȱ
protestersȱandȱblastedȱmarchersȱwithȱwaterȱ fromȱ fireȱhosesǯȱ ȱ Internationalȱ
outrageȱfollowedȱasȱdemandsȱforȱfederalȱinterventionȱreachedȱtheȱKennedyȱ
Administrationǯȱ ȱTheȱCongressȱ couldȱnoȱ longerȱavoidȱ raceȱ reformǰȱ soȱ itȱ
proposedȱ legislationȱ toȱ endȱdiscriminationȱ inȱpublicȱ accommodationsȱandȱ
therebyȱ treatȱ allȱ citizensȱequallyȱ regardlessȱofȱ raceǰȱ religionȱorȱgenderǯȱȱ
Followingȱ theȱassassinationȱofȱPresidentȱKennedyȱ inȱNovemberȱŗşŜřǰȱ
theȱTexanȱPresidentȱLyndonȱBǯȱ Johnsonȱpushedȱ throughȱ theȱCongressȱ
asȱaȱ tributeȱ toȱ theȱmartyredȱKennedyȱandȱoverȱ theȱ filibusterȱofȱ southernȱ
Democraticȱ senatorsȱ legislationȱ thatȱ signifiedȱaȱwatershedȱ inȱAmericanȱ



❧ᩍ儆充兎儏兗兟儝儣儫儇兠儞132 133From Sit-Ins to Fish-Ins

raceȱ reformǯȱ ȱ Johnsonȱencouragedȱpassageȱofȱ theȱCivilȱRightsȱActȱofȱ ŗşŜŚȱ
thatȱ endedȱdiscriminationȱ inȱpublicȱ accommodationsȱandȱoutlinedȱequalȱ
employmentȱopportunitiesȱ therebyȱopeningȱ theȱAmericanȱ systemȱ toȱnotȱ
onlyȱAfricanȱAmericansȱbutȱalsoȱotherȱminoritiesǯȱ ȱOnlyȱNativeȱAmericansȱ
securedȱexemptionȱ fromȱ theȱnondiscriminatoryȱ requirementsȱofȱ theȱnewȱ
legislationǰȱ forȱ tribalȱ leadersȱ insistedȱonȱ theȱ rightȱ toȱprovideȱpreferentialȱ
treatmentȱtoȱotherȱIndiansǯş

 Indeedǰȱ Birminghamȱprovidedȱ theȱ climaxȱ ofȱ theȱ civilȱ rightsȱ
movementǰȱ andȱ theȱMarchȱonȱWashingtonȱ simplyȱ celebratedȱ thatȱ factǯȱȱ
Insteadȱofȱ theȱmassiveȱprotestsȱ inȱ theȱCapitolȱ asȱoriginallyȱ envisagedȱbyȱ
AǯȱPhillipȱRandolphǰȱ theȱeventȱbecameȱanȱaffirmationȱofȱ theȱAmericanȱ
Dreamǯȱ ȱNoȱoneȱ soundedȱ thatȱ themeȱbetterȱ thanȱMartinȱLutherȱKingȱwhoȱ
gaveȱtheȱaddressȱofȱhisȱlifeȱbeforeȱanȱintegratedȱaudienceȱofȱatȱleastȱaȱquarterȱ
millionȱwithȱmillionsȱmoreȱwatchingȱbyȱ televisionǯȱ ȱWithȱ rollingȱ cadencesǰȱ
hisȱ ȃIȱHaveȱAȱDreamȄȱspeechȱepitomizedȱAfricanȱAmericanȱdesiresȱ forȱ
assimilationǯȱ ȱNearlyȱ tailorȱmadeȱ toȱ fitȱ theȱdemandsȱofȱ theȱ civilȱ rightsȱ
legislationȱbeforeȱtheȱCongressǰȱtheȱorationȱreasonedȱtheȱneedȱforȱreformȱjustȱ
likeȱhisȱȃLetterȱFromȱBirminghamȱJailȄȱwhileȱconcludingȱwithȱaȱresoundingȱ
expressionȱofȱ faithȱ inȱ theȱAmericanȱsystemǯȱ ȱTheȱnextȱ twoȱyearsȱexpandedȱ
theseȱ raceȱ reformsȱbyȱ targetingȱvotingȱ rightsȱ throughȱdemonstrationsȱ inȱ
MississippiǰȱGeorgiaǰȱ andȱ finallyǰȱ theȱ rivetingȱprotestsȱ inȱAlabamaǯȱ ȱKingȱ
andȱtheȱSCLCȱjoinedȱyoungȱblackȱandȱwhiteȱSNCCȱfieldȱworkersȱinȱSelmaǰȱ
Alabamaȱwhereȱ theȱmarchȱacrossȱ theȱEdmundȱPettusȱBridgeȱonȱBloodyȱ
SundayǰȱMarchȱŗşŜśǰȱ ledȱ toȱ theȱviolentȱ suppressionȱofȱ theȱnonviolentȱ
struggleǯȱ ȱAgainȱPresidentȱ Johnsonȱ intervenedǰȱ appearingȱonȱ televisionȱ toȱ
quoteȱtheȱanthemȱofȱtheȱcivilȱrightsȱmovementȬWeȱShallȱOvercomeȬandȱ
toȱproposeȱlegislationȱtoȱsecureȱtheȱfranchiseȱforȱminoritiesǯȱȱOnceȱenforcedǰȱ
theȱVotingȱRightsȱActȱofȱ ŗşŜśȱ ledȱ toȱblackȱpoliticalȱ empowermentȱacrossȱ
AmericaȱasȱAfricanȱAmericansȱ inȱ ruralȱareasȱofȱ theȱDeepȱSouthȱandȱurbanȱ
centersȱofȱ theȱ IndustrialȱNorthȱ tookȱ chargeȱofȱ localȱgovernmentsǯŗŖȱ ȱTheseȱ
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changesȱsignifiedȱintegrationȱintoȱtheȱexistingȱpoliticalȱsystemȱandȱaȱshiftȱinȱ
theȱdistributionȱofȱ resourcesȱ intoȱ communitiesȱpreviouslyȱneglectedǯȱ ȱTheȱ
resultȱofȱtheȱgrowingȱblackȱelectorateȱandȱchangesȱinȱtheȱracialȱattitudesȱofȱ
manyȱAmericansȱultimatelyȱcontributedȱtoȱtheȱelectionȱofȱBarackȱObamaȱasȱ
theȱnationȂsȱfirstȱAfricanȱAmericanȱpresidentǯ
 Afterȱ theȱ successȱ ofȱ SelmaǰȱKingȱ triedȱ toȱ takeȱ theȱmovementȱ
outsideȱtheȱSouthǰȱbutȱasȱanȱexternalȱforceȱthatȱdidȱnotȱresonateȱwithȱaȱlocalȱ
communityǰȱ theȱnorthernȱmovementȱ fellȱ flatǯȱ ȱ Inȱ theȱ suburbsȱofȱChicagoȱ
inȱŗşŜŜǰȱKingȱ saidȱheȱ foundȱ racismȱworseȱ thanȱanyȱheȱhadȱ seenȱ inȱ theȱ
Southǯȱ ȱWhileȱadvocatingȱ fairȱhousingȱ inȱCiceroǰȱ Illinoisǰȱwhiteȱ counterȱ
protestersȱpeltedȱhimȱwithȱbricksǯȱ ȱ Followingȱ severalȱweeksȱ inȱ theȱghettoǰȱ
heȱabandonedȱChicagoǰȱbutȱwithȱ theȱknowledgeȱ thatȱ theȱproblemsȱbeingȱ
facedȱbyȱAfricanȱAmericansȱextendedȱbeyondȱ racismǯȱ ȱHavingȱgainedȱ
accessȱ toȱ theȱ systemȬbeingȱableȱ toȱ sitȱ atȱ aȱ lunchȱcounterȱandȱorderȱ thatȱ
hamburgerȬprovedȱofȱlimitedȱvalueȱifȱoneȱcouldȱnotȱaffordȱtoȱpayȱforȱtheȱ
foodǯȱȱKingȱcameȱtoȱunderstandȱtheȱroleȱofȱpovertyȱinȱperpetuatingȱracismǯȱȱ
Soonȱheȱ linkedȱ thisȱunderstandingȱ toȱ theȱbroaderȱ issueȱofȱ anticolonialismǯȱȱ
ByȱŗşŜŝȱKingȱannouncedȱhisȱoppositionȱ toȱ theȱwarȱ inȱVietnamȱduringȱaȱ
speechȱinȱNewȱYorkȱatȱtheȱRiversideȱChurchǯȱȱThereafterȱPresidentȱJohnsonȱ
turnedȱagainstȱKingȱandȱtheȱcivilȱrightsȱmovementǯŗŗ

 ByȱŗşŜŞȱKingȱhadȱconcludedȱ thatȱ theȱproblemsȱofȱAmericaȱwereȱ
notȱ thoseȱofȱraceȱbutȱ thoseȱofȱclassǯȱ ȱPovertyȱwasȱatȱ theȱrootȱofȱ theȱsystemȂsȱ
oppressionȱ thatȱ leftȱ soȱmanyȱpeopleȱ excludedȱ fromȱ theȱAmericanȱDreamǯȱȱ
HeȱproposedȱaȱPoorȱPeopleȂsȱCampaignȱ toȱorganizeȱdisposedȱAmericansȱ
intoȱaȱnationwideȱmovementǯȱ ȱThousandsȱofȱpoorȱpeopleȬblackǰȱwhiteǰȱ
NativeȱAmericanǰȱ andȱHispanicȬwereȱ toȱdescendȱonȱ theȱ capitalȱ andǰȱ
unlikeȱduringȱ theȱŗşŜřȱMarchȱonȱWashingtonǰȱ theyȱwouldȱoccupyȱ theȱ
Capitolȱ andȱotherȱ federalȱbuildingsǰȱdemandingȱhousingǰȱhealthȱ careǰȱ jobsǰȱ
educationǯȱ ȱKingȱwarnedȱheȱ intendedȱ forȱpoorȱpeopleȱ toȱȃdislocateȱ theȱ
seatȱofȱgovernmentȱwithȱnonȬviolentǰȱmassiveȱ civilȱdisobedienceǯȄȱ ȱWhileȱ
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assistingȱaȱ strikeȱbyȱgarbageȱmenȱ inȱMemphisǰȱTennesseeǰȱ theȱřşȬyearȬoldȱ
KingȱwasȱassassinatedȱonȱAprilȱ Śǰȱ ŗşŜŞȱbyȱ JamesȱEarlȱRayǯȱ ȱ ȃWeȱ liveȱ inȱaȱ
sickȱandȱneuroticȱnationǰȄȱKingȱhadȱdespairedȱonlyȱmonthsȱbeforeǰȱȃOutȱofȱ
theȱsocialȱdarknessȱofȱAmericaȂsȱpresentȱevilsǰȱmorningȱwillȱsurelyȱcomeǯȱȱIfȱ
Iȱdidnȇtȱbelieveȱ thisǰȱ Iȱ couldnȇtȱmakeȱ itǯȄȱ ȱWhenȱKuȱKluxȱKlansmenȱsetȱoffȱ
bombsȱinȱBirminghamȱinȱŗşŜřȱinȱanȱeffortȱtoȱkillȱKingȱandȱdestroyȱtheȱtruceȱ
heȱhadȱsecuredȱforȱtheȱmovementǰȱtheȱfirstȱofȱtheȱinnerȱcityȱriotsȱinȱresponseȱ
toȱpoliceȱbrutalityȱtookȱplaceǰȱinitiatingȱtheȱȃlongȱhotȱsummersȄȱofȱtheȱŗşŜŖsǯȱȱ
TheȱlegalȱlynchingȱofȱaȱblackȱsuspectȱshotȱtoȱdeathȱbyȱaȱpolicemanȱinȱHarlemȱ
inȱŗşŜŚȱ ledȱ toȱ riotingȱandȱ lootingȱ thatȱ lastedȱaȱweekǯȱ ȱAȱpoliceȱ raidȱ inȱ theȱ
blackȱslumȱareaȱofȱLosȱAngelesȱtriggeredȱtheȱWattsȱriotȱofȱŗşŜśȱthatȱclaimedȱ
theȱ livesȱofȱ Řśȱblackȱandȱşȱwhiteȱpeopleȱ inȱaȱneighborhoodȱwhereȱ sixtyȱ
percentȱofȱ theȱpopulationȱ receivedȱpublicȱ reliefǯȱ ȱRiotersȱandȱ lootersȱ criedȱ
ȃburnǰȱbabyǰȱburnȄȱasȱpropertyȱwentȱupȱ inȱ flamesȱ thatȱ causedȱǞřśȱmillionȱ
worthȱofȱdamageǯȱȱInȱŗşŜŜȱriotsȱoccurredȱinȱNewarkȱandȱotherȱcitiesȱandȱinȱ
ŗşŜŝȱaȱviolentȱoutburstȱinȱDetroitȱleftȱŚřȱpeopleȱdeadȱandȱcausedȱǞśŖȱmillionȱ
inȱpropertyȱdamageǰȱdestroyingȱoneȬfourthȱofȱ theȱ cityȱ thatȱhasȱneverȱbeenȱ
rebuiltǯȱȱThatȱsameȱyearȱriotingȱoccurredȱinȱNewarkǰȱMilwaukeeǰȱClevelandȱ
andȱŗŞȱotherȱ citiesǯȱ ȱAfterȱ theȱassassinationȱofȱKingǰȱ riotingȱeruptedȱ inȱŜŖȱ
citiesȱacrossȱAmericaǰȱespeciallyȱinȱChicagoȱandȱinȱWashingtonǰȱDǯȱCǯȱwhereȱ
smokeȱfromȱtheȱflamesȱsurroundedȱtheȱCapitolǯȱȱJustȱbeforeȱhisȱdeathǰȱKingȱ
authoredȱaȱbookȱthatȱaskedȱtheȱquestionǰȱWhereȱDoȱWeȱGoȱFromȱHereǱȱChaosȱ
OrȱCommunityǵȱ ȱInȱmanyȱwaysȱtheȱnationȱstillȱstrugglesȱinȱitsȱsearchȱforȱanȱ
answerǯŗŘȱȱ

BlackȱPower

 WhereasȱKingȱ respondedȱ toȱ theȱ crisisȱofȱ theȱŗşŜŖsȱbyȱbroadeningȱ
hisȱperspectiveȱonȱ theȱproblemsȱ inȱAmericaȱandȱproposingȱanȱ interracialȱ
PoorȱPeopleȇsȱCampaignǰȱ theȱblackȱ radicalsȱ inȱSNCCȱ turnedȱ separatistȱbyȱ
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viewingȱ theȱ illsȱofȱ societyȱ throughȱ theȱdistortedȱ lensȱofȱ raceǯȱ ȱHenceforthȱ
forȱadvocatesȱofȱBlackȱPowerǰȱ theȱprimacyȱofȱ raceȱbecameȱallȬconsumingǯȱȱ
PreviouslyȱJohnȱLewisȬwhoȱhadȱparticipatedȱinȱtheȱsitȬinsǰȱFreedomȱRidesǰȱ
SelmaȱCampaignȱandȱadvocatedȱDrǯȱKingȂsȱvisionȱofȱ aȱmultiracialȱbelovedȱ
communityȬhadȱheldȱ theȱpositionȱofȱ chairmanȱofȱSNCCǰȱbutȱ separatistsȱ
forcedȱhimȱoutȱandȱputȱ inȱofficeȱStokelyȱCarmichaelȱwhoȱhadȱcoinedȱ theȱ
phraseȱȃBlackȱPowerȄȱduringȱ theȱMeredithȱMarchȱofȱ ŗşŜŜǯȱ ȱDeterminedȱ
toȱmakeȱ itȱonȱ theirȱownǰȱ theȱblackȱmembersȱ inȱSNCCȱkickedȱ theȱwhiteȱ
membersȱoutȱofȱ theȱorganizationǯȱ ȱTheyȱ rejectedȱ theȱwhiteȱdominatedȱ
systemȱandȱeverythingȱ itȱ stoodȱ forȱ inȱAmericaǯȱ ȱCarmichaelȱ andȱotherȱ
blackȱSNCCȱmembersȱwereȱ influencedȱ inȱ theirȱ thinkingȱbyȱ theȱwritingsȱofȱ
MalcolmȱXǯȱ ȱTheyȱadmiredȱ theȱ independenceȱofȱTheȱLostȬFoundȱNationȱ
ofȱ IslamȱorȱBlackȱMuslimsȱandȱ itsȱmessageȱofȱBlackȱ separatismǰȱ economicȱ
selfȬhelpǰȱandȱselfȬdefenseȱagainstȱwhiteȱracistsǯȱȱThroughȱblackȱnationalismȱ
theyȱemphasizedȱeconomicȱ selfȬhelpȱandȱAfricanȬAmericanȱ institutionsǯȱȱ
Rejectingȱ theȱdestructiveȱ ideologyȱofȱwhiteȱ supremacyȱdesignedȱ toȱmakeȱ
nonȬwhiteȱpeopleȱ feelȱ inferiorǰȱAfricanȱAmericanȱ intellectualsȱpromotedȱ
ȃBlackȱisȱBeautifulǯȄŗř

 Inspiredȱbyȱ theȱpoliticalȱ activismȱofȱ ruralȱAfricanȱAmericansȱ inȱ
LowndesȱCountyǰȱAlabamaȱwhoȱusedȱ theȱ symbolȱofȱ aȱblackȱpantherȱ toȱ
representȱ theirȱ separateȱpoliticalȱpartyǰȱBobbyȱSealeȱandȱHueyȱPǯȱNewtonȱ
organizedȱ theȱBlackȱPantherȱPartyȱ inȱOaklandǰȱCaliforniaǰȱ inȱŗşŜŜǰȱ aroundȱ
theȱprincipleȱofȱ selfȬdefenseȱagainstȱ racialȱoppressionǯȱ ȱTheyȱdevelopedȱaȱ
TenȱPointȱProgramȱbasedȱonȱideasȱexpressedȱbyȱtheȱAlgerianȱindependenceȱ
leaderȱandȱ intellectualȱFrantzȱFanonǯȱ ȱTheyȱ sawȱ theȱ innerȱ cityȱblackȱpoorȱ
asȱanȱȃoppressedȱblackȱ colonyȱwithinȱwhiteȱAmericaǯȄȱ ȱOnȱoneȱhandǰȱ theȱ
BlackȱPanthersȱadvocatedȱ selfȬdeterminationȱoverȱ theirȱ communitiesȱwithȱ
betterȱ schoolsȱandȱhousingǰȱ independenceȱ fromȱmilitaryȱ serviceȱandȱ theȱ
whiteȱpowerȱstructureȂsȱsystemȱofȱjusticeǯȱȱYetȱonȱtheȱotherȱhandǰȱtheȱBlackȱ
Panthersȱ respondedȱ toȱpoliceȱbrutalityȱwithȱmilitantȱ talksȱofȱviolenceȱandȱ
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publicȱdisplaysȱofȱ automaticȱweaponsǯȱ ȱComingȱ fromȱanȱ individualisticȱ
perspectiveǰȱtheȱBlackȱPanthersȱattemptedȱtoȱreorganizeȱsocietyȱforȱtheȱgoodȱ
ofȱ theȱblackȱ communityǯȱ ȱYetȱbecauseȱofȱ theirȱ challengeȱ toȱ theȱ systemǰȱ Jǯȱ
EdgarȱHooverȱandȱhisȱFBIȱ targetedȱ theȱBlackȱPanthersȱasȱpublicȱ enemiesǯȱȱ
FollowingȱaȱshootoutȱinȱŗşŜŝǰȱpoliceȱarrestedȱHueyȱNewtonǯȱȱTheȱnextȱyearȱ
EldridgeȱCleaverȱ fledȱ theȱ countryǯȱ ȱAȱcoordinatedȱeffortȱ inȱŗşŜşȱbyȱ localȱ
policeǰȱstateȱagentsȱandȱfederalȱofficersǰȱtoȱeradicateȱtheȱblackȱseparatistsȱleftȱ
ŘŝȱBlackȱPanthersȱdeadǰȱ someȱŝŚşȱBlackȱPanthersȱwoundedǰȱ andȱmanyȱonȱ
theȱrunǯȱ ȱTheȱturnȱtoȱmilitantȱBlackȱSeparatismȱhadȱdoomedȱtheȱmovementȱ
inȱAmericaǯŗŚ

 Feelingȱ trappedȱ inȱ theȱghettoȱwithȱnoȱ chanceȱofȱ escapeǰȱ theȱBlackȱ
Panthersȱ triedȱ toȱ combatȱ theȱdevastatingȱpovertyȱofȱ theȱurbanȱcoreǯȱ ȱTheirȱ
rhetoricȱ suggestedȱ theȱgovernmentȱhadȱcoordinatedȱaȱplanȱofȱgenocideȱ
againstȱAfricanȬAmericansǯȱ ȱTheyȱ realizedȱ thatȱmanyȱblackȱpeopleȱhadȱ
beenȱshutȱoutȱofȱtheȱsystemǯȱȱWithȱlimitedȱaccessȱtoȱeducationȱandȱtrainingȱ
necessaryȱforȱtheȱpostȬindustrialȱworldǰȱmanyȱblackȱpeopleȱmissedȱtheȱboatȱ
onȱtheȱmodernǰȱconsumerȱeconomyǯȱȱAsȱimagesȱofȱtheȱdesperateȱblackȱpoorȱ
caughtȱupȱinȱNewȱOrleansȱthirtyȬfiveȱyearsȱlaterȱwhenȱtheȱleveesȱbrokeȱafterȱ
HurricaneȱKatrinaȱmakesȱclearǰȱtheȱdiagnosisȱofȱaȱtrappedȱblackȱunderclassȱ
inȱtheȱinnerȱcityȱshutȱoutȱofȱtheȱsystemȱasȱarticulatedȱbyȱtheȱBlackȱPanthersȱ
wasȱnotȱentirelyȱincorrectǯ
 OtherȱAfricanȱAmericansȱexperiencedȱaccessȱ toȱ theȱ systemȱandȱ
prosperedȱasȱ theȱSixtiesȱgaveȱwayȱ toȱ theȱSeventiesǯȱ ȱManyȱmiddleȱ classȱ
blackȱpeopleȱachievedȱ integrationȱwithȱbetterȱpayingȱ jobsǰȱ admissionȱ toȱ
theȱbetterȱ formerlyȱallȱwhiteȱschoolsǰȱ improvementsȱ inȱhousingȱandȱsteadyȱ
increasesȱinȱaȱgeneralȱstandardȱofȱlivingǯȱȱBlackȱpoliticalȱempowermentȱcameȱ
toȱ symbolizeȱ theirȱ successǯȱ ȱAfterȱ theȱpassageȱofȱ theȱVotingȱRightsȱActȱofȱ
ŗşŜśǰȱfederalȱregistrarsȱoversawȱsouthernȱelectionsȱandȱguaranteedȱpoliticalȱ
equalityǯȱ ȱWithȱ theȱgrowingȱblackȱelectorateȬrisingȱ fromȱŚřȱpercentȱ inȱ
ŗşŜŚȱ toȱŜŘȱpercentȱ inȱŗşŜŞȬmanyȱblackȱ candidatesȱ forȱpoliticalȱofficeǰȱ
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nowȱreceivingȱaȱ fairȱ shakeȱ inȱ theȱ campaignȱandȱ inȱmanyȱcasesȱappealingȱ
toȱaȱmajorityȱblackȱelectorateǰȱwonȱpositionsȱofȱpowerȱthatȱenabledȱthemȱtoȱ
shiftȱ resourcesȱbackȱ toȱ theȱblackȱ communityǯȱ ȱFurthermoreȱ interpretationȱ
byȱ theȱ federalȱ courtsȱofȱ theȱCivilȱRightsȱActȱofȱ ŗşŜŚȱwithȱ affirmativeȱ
actionȱdecisionsȱ increasedȱAfricanȱAmericanȱ contractorsȱgainingȱ lucrativeȱ
governmentȱ contractsǯȱ ȱConsequentlyȱ theȱblackȱmiddleȱ classȱgrewȱasȱ itsȱ
influenceȱexpandedǯȱ ȱ InȱAtlantaȱaȱplasterȱworkerȱnamedȱHermanȱRussellȱ
becameȱaȱgeneralȱ contractorȱandȱaȱmillionaireȱwhileȱ civilȱ rightsȱactivistsȱ
JohnȱLewisȱwonȱAtlantaȂsȱ seatȱ toȱ theȱUǯȱSǯȱHouseȱofȱRepresentativesȱ inȱ
ŗşşŗȱwhereȱheȱcontinuesȱtoȱserveȱtodayǯȱ ȱTheȱgainsȱmadeȱbyȱmanyȱAfricanȱ
Americansȱunderscoreȱ theȱpossibilitiesȱofȱ successȱ throughȱaccessȱ toȱ theȱ
systemǯŗś

ProtestȱMovementsȱofȱOtherȱMinorities

 Theȱ studentȱmovementȱ evolvedȱoutȱofȱ theȱ civilȱ rightsȱ struggleȱ
andȱdrewȱ fromȱ theȱBabyȱBoomȱ thatȱ followedȱWorldȱWarȱ IIǯȱ ȱLedȱbyȱTomȱ
HaydenȱandȱAbbieȱHoffmanǰȱtheȱformationȱofȱtheȱStudentsȱforȱaȱDemocraticȱ
Societyȱatȱ theȱUniversityȱofȱMichiganȱ inȱŗşŜŖȱannouncedȱ theȱconcernsȱofȱaȱ
newȱgenerationȱofȱAmericansǯȱ ȱTheyȱembracedȱ theȱ civilȱ rightsȱmovementǰȱ
sendingȱvolunteersȱ intoȱMississippiȱFreedomȱSummerȱ inȱŗşŜŚǯȱ ȱThatȱ fallȱatȱ
theȱUniversityȱofȱCaliforniaȱatȱBerkeleyǰȱwhenȱ theȱ collegeȱadministrationȱ
triedȱ toȱ silenceȱprotestsȱ theȱ studentsȱ respondedȱwithȱ aȱ Freeȱ Speechȱ
MovementȱthatȱquicklyȱspreadȱtoȱcollegeȱcampusesȱacrossȱtheȱcountryǯȱȱSoonȱ
theȱ studentsȱvoicedȱoppositionȱ toȱ theȱgrowingȱwarȱ inȱVietnamǰȱ targetingȱ
theȱmilitaryȱ recruitmentȱofficesȱonȱ campusesȱandȱopposingȱ theȱmilitaryȱ
draftǯȱ ȱTheyȱcondemnedȱAmericanȱforeignȱpolicyȱasȱ imperialȱandȱimmoralǯȱȱ
Studentsȱ contributedȱ toȱ riotsȱ atȱ theȱDemocraticȱNationalȱConventionȱ inȱ
ChicagoȱinȱŗşŜŞȱandȱjoinedȱtheȱŗşŜşȱVietnamȱMoratoriumȱinȱNewȱYorkȱCityǯȱȱ
TheyȱorganizedȱprotestsȱonȱcollegeȱcampusesȱatȱKentȱStateȱUniversityȱwhereȱ
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Ohioȱnationalȱguardsmenȱopenedȱ fireȱandȱkilledȱ fourȱwhileȱwoundingȱŗřǯȱȱ
Radicalsȱ inȱSDSȱorganizedȱ theȱWeathermenȱ toȱȃbringȱ theȱwarȱhomeȄȱwithȱ
ȃDaysȱofȱRageȄȱ thatȱ resultedȱ inȱ suppressionȱbyȱ theȱFBIǯȱ ȱOtherȱ studentsȱ
adoptedȱ aȱ separatistȱ routeǰȱ experimentingȱwithȱdrugsȱ andȱ livingȱ onȱ
communesȱasȱpartȱofȱ aȱ counterȱ cultureǯȱ ȱ Soonȱ theȱ selfȬabsorptionȱ turnedȱ
intoȱtheȱMeȱDecadeȱasȱcapturedȱinȱtheȱproseȱofȱTomȱWolfeǯȱȱTheȱconceptȱofȱ
communityȱthatȱonceȱsetȱparametersȱonȱ individualȱbehaviorȱgaveȱwayȱtoȱaȱ
beliefȱinȱabsoluteȱrightsȱofȱtheȱindividualǯŗŜ

 Justȱ asȱ theȱ StudentȱMovementȱderivedȱ fromȱ theȱ civilȱ rightsȱ
movementǰȱ soȱ tooȱdidȱ theȱmodernȱWomenȂsȱMovementǯȱ ȱWhenȱaȱmajorityȱ
ofȱSNCCȱworkersȱadoptedȱ theȱprimacyȱofȱ raceȱandȱkickedȱoutȱ theȱwhiteȱ
membersǰȱ theȱwhiteȱwomenȱwhoȱ leftȱ joinedȱwithȱwomenȱfromȱtheȱStudentȱ
MovementȱtoȱfocusȱonȱtheȱprimacyȱofȱgenderǯȱȱCaseyȱHadenȱandȱSaraȱEvansȱ
hadȱparticipatedȱ inȱ theȱSDSȱandȱconcludedȱ thatȱ ȃtheȱpersonalȱ isȱpoliticalȄȱ
orȱwhatȱhadȱbeenȱseenȱasȱpersonalȱconcernsȱofȱwomenȱwereȱinȱfactȱsocietalȱ
inȱnatureȱandȱconstrainedȱbyȱ theȱ systemǯȱ ȱ Indeedȱ someȱ feministsȱ cameȱ toȱ
seeȱ theȱveryȱ ideaȱofȱgenderȬlikeȱ theȱ ideaȱofȱ raceȬasȱaȱ socialȱ constructǯȱȱ
TheȱCivilȱRightsȱActȱofȱ ŗşŜŚȱopenedȱ theȱ systemȱupȱ forȱAfricanȱAmericansȱ
andȱotherȱ ethnicȱgroupsȱbutȱperhapsȱevenȱmoreȱ strikinglyȱ forȱwomenǯȱȱ
Duringȱ theȱcongressionalȱdebatesǰȱwhiteȱmenȱaddedȱ theȱwordȱȃsexȄȱ toȱ theȱ
antiȬdiscriminationȱbillȱinȱaȱbidȱtoȱtorpedoȱtheȱlegislationǰȱsoȱthatȱtheȱclauseȱ
requiredȱ thatȱ inȱadditionȱ toȱ raceȱandȱethnicityǰȱoneȱ couldȱnotȱdiscriminateȱ
againstȱ someoneȱonȱ theȱbasesȱofȱgenderǯȱ ȱYetȱPresidentȱ Johnsonȱgotȱ theȱ
billȱpassedȱandȱMichiganȱRepresentativeȱMarthaȱGriffithsȱwhoȱ satȱonȱ theȱ
EqualȱEmploymentȱOpportunityȱCommissionȱ thatȱ implementedȱ theȱCivilȱ
RightsȱActȱofȱŗşŜŚȱmadeȱsureȱthatȱtheȱactȂsȱTitleȱSixȱledȱtoȱanȱendȱtoȱgenderȱ
discriminationǯŗŝ

 Followingȱ theȱexampleȱofȱ theȱNAACPǰȱ twentyȬeightȱwomenȱ ledȱ
byȱBettyȱFriedanȱcreatedȱ theȱNationalȱOrganizationȱ forȱWomenȱ ǻNOWǼȱ
inȱŗşŜŜǯȱ ȱWithinȱaȱyearǰȱNOWȱhadȱ ratifiedȱaȱȃBillȱofȱRightsȄȱ thatȱ setȱ asȱ itsȱ
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agendaȱ theȱadoptionȱofȱ aȱ constitutionalȱ amendmentȱ toȱ secureȱequalȱ rightsȱ
andȱequalȱpayȱ forȱwomenǯȱ ȱProposedȱbyȱNOWȱbutȱquicklyȱendorsedȱbyȱ
mainstreamȱorganizationsǰȱ theȱEqualȱRightsȱAmendmentȱwasȱ sentȱ toȱ theȱ
statesȱ forȱ ratificationȱbyȱCongressȱ inȱŗşŝŘǯȱ ȱYetȱ aȱbacklashȱagainstȱgenderȱ
reformȱemergedȱinȱresponseȱtoȱERAȱledȱbyȱPhyllisȱSchlaflyȱthatȱarticulatedȱaȱ
proȬfamilyǰȱproȬmarriageǰȱproȬchildrenȱpositionȱthatȱmadeȱfeminismȱappearȱ
antiȬfamilyǰȱ antiȬmarriageǰȱ andȱantiȬchildrenǯȱ ȱTheȱ conservativeȱoppositionȱ
steadilyȱgrewȱuntilȱERAȱ fellȱ threeȱ statesȱ shortȱofȱ ratificationȱandȱwasȱ
defeatedȱinȱŗşŞŘǯȱȱTheȱoppositionȱtoȱERAȱalsoȱreactedȱtoȱanotherȱissueȱraisedȱ
byȱ theȱWomenȂsȱMovementǰȱ forȱ inȱŗşŝřȱ theȱUnitedȱStatesȱSupremeȱCourtȱ
hadȱ ruledȱ inȱRoeȱ vǯȱWadeȱ thatȱ statesȱ couldȱnotȱpreventȱaȱpregnantȱwomanȱ
fromȱhavingȱanȱabortionȱduringȱ theȱ firstȱ trimesterǯȱ ȱ Inȱdemandingȱnewȱ
definitionsȱofȱ individualismȱandȱ familyǰȱ stridentȱdefendersȱofȱproȬchoiceȱ
andȱradicalȱ feministsȱwhoȱrejectedȱheterosexualȱsocietyȱmadeȱtheȱ issueȱoneȱ
ofȱacceptanceȱofȱwhatȱmanyȱpeopleȱatȱtheȱtimeȱviewedȱasȱaȱdeviantȱlifestyleǯȱȱ
Increasinglyȱ theȱ feministȱmovementȱ reflectedȱanȱabsoluteȱ individualismȱ
amongȱmiddleȱclassȱwhiteȱwomenȱworkingȱwithinȱtheȱsystemȱdominatedȱbyȱ
statelessȱmultinationalȱcorporationsǯŗŞ

 Likewiseȱhomosexualsȱdemandedȱaȱ transformationȱofȱ societyȱ thatȱ
wentȱbeyondȱsimpleȱtoleranceȱtoȱacceptanceȱofȱsexualȱdiversityǯȱȱInȱtheȱwakeȱ
ofȱtheȱcivilȱrightsȱmovementǰȱgayȱmenȱrejectedȱdiscriminationȱwhenȱonȱJuneȱ
Řŝǰȱ ŗşŜşȱNewȱYorkȱCityȱofficersȱ raidedȱ theȱStonewallȱ Innȱ inȱGreenwichȱ
VillageȱandȱaȱfightȱbrokeȱoutȱbetweenȱtheȱpatronsȱandȱtheȱpoliceǯȱȱWhileȱinȱ
theȱpastȱ selectȱ liberalȱorganizationsȱhadȱ foughtȱ toȱ endȱdiscriminationȱoverȱ
sexualȱorientationȱbyȱquietlyȱadvocatingȱ changeǰȱ afterȱStonewallǰȱgaysȱandȱ
lesbiansȱmarchedȱinȱGayȱPrideȱprotestsȱthatȱvocallyȱdemandedȱequalȱaccessȱ
toȱtheȱsystemǯȱȱLessȱconcernedȱwithȱeconomicȱissuesȱthanȱsocialȱacceptanceǰȱ
theȱGayȱLiberationȱmovementȱproclaimedȱȃGayȱPowerǯȄȱ ȱTheȱ struggleȱ forȱ
acceptanceȱofȱgaysȱandȱlesbiansȱcontinuesȱtodayȱoverȱdefinitionsȱofȱmarriageȱ
andȱfamilyǯŗş
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 SimilarlyǰȱMexicanȱAmericansȱ embracedȱ theirȱ ethnicȱheritageȱ
inȱ theȱChicanoȱMovementȱ thatȱ ranȱ contemporaneouslyȱwithȱ theȱBlackȱ
PowerȱMovementȱofȱ theȱŗşŜŖsǯȱ ȱHavingȱ longȱbeenȱdiscriminatedȱagainstȱ
butȱoccupyingȱ largeȱneighborhoodsȱ inȱurbanȱareasȱofȱLosȱAngelesȱandȱ
otherȱSouthwesternȱ citiesǰȱpeopleȱofȱMexicanȱdescentȱandȱotherȱLatinosȱ
participatedȱ inȱ sitȬinsȱandȱotherȱprotestsȱ inȱaȱ struggledȱagainstȱ inequalityǯȱȱ
Hispanicȱ studentsȱ ledȱvoterȱ registrationȱdrivesȱandȱprotestedȱ theȱwarȱ inȱ
Vietnamǯȱ ȱThroughȱgrassrootsȱorganizationȱandȱprotestǰȱLatinosȱ succeededȱ
inȱemphasizingȱ theȱ inherentȱ racismȱofȱ theȱ systemǯȱ ȱ InȱŗşŜśȱCaesarȱChavezȱ
organizedȱmigrantȱMexicanȱ laborȱ thatȱharvestedȱgrapesȱ inȱ theȱCaliforniaȱ
vineyardsȱtoȱprotestȱ theirȱcheapȱwagesǯȱ ȱByȱŗşŜŞȱtheȱUnitedȱFarmȱWorkersȱ
withȱwhichȱChavezȱandȱotherȱHispanicsȱaffiliatedǰȱ launchedȱaȱboycottȱofȱ
tableȱgrapesȱthatȱprovedȱsuccessfulȱwhenȱitȱforcedȱlandownersȱtoȱnegotiateȱ
contractsȱwithȱtheȱlaborersȱwhoȱharvestedȱtheȱfruitǯȱȱEnforcementȱofȱtheȱCivilȱ
RightsȱActȱofȱŗşŜŚȱandȱVotingȱRightsȱActȱofȱŗşŜśȱhelpedȱendȱdiscriminationȱ
againstȱLatinosȱwhoȱassimilatedȱintoȱtheȱsystemǯŘŖ

ModernȱAmericanȱIndianȱMovement

 WhileȱsufferingȱsimilarȱracialȱdiscriminationȱasȱAfricanȱAmericansȱ
andȱLatinosǰȱ Indiansȱdidȱnotȱorganizeȱ theirȱModernȱAmericanȱ Indianȱ
Movementȱoverȱ issuesȱofȱ secondȬclassȱ citizenshipǯȱ ȱToȱbeȱ sureǰȱAmericanȱ
Indiansȱhadȱ longȱ resistedȱwhiteȱ supremacistsȱwhoȱencroachedȱonȱ theirȱ
territoryǯȱ ȱ Inȱoneȱ celebratedȱexampleǰȱwhenȱ targetedȱbyȱ theȱKuȱKluxȱKlanȱ
withȱaȱ crossȱburningȱ inȱMaxtonǰȱNorthȱCarolinaȱonȱ JanuaryȱŗŞǰȱ ŗşśŞǰȱ theȱ
LumbeeȱIndiansȱroutedȱtheȱrobedȱraceȬbaitersǯȱȱReportingȱonȱtheȱhumiliationȱ
sufferedȱbyȱ theȱwhiteȱ supremacistsǰȱnewspapersȱusedȱ stereotypesȱ toȱofferȱ
aȱbackhandedȱcomplimentǱȱ ȱ ȃtheȱ Indiansȱ scalpedȱ theȱKuȱKluxȱKlanǯȄŘŗȱȱ
Norȱdidȱvotingȱ rightsȱ remainȱaȱpressingȱ concernȱ sinceȱaȱ seriesȱofȱUnitedȱ
StatesȱSupremeȱCourtȱdecisionsȱbeginningȱwithȱaȱŗşŚŞȱArizonaȱ caseȱ thatȱ
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subsequentȱ rulingsȱ regardingȱ Idahoȱ inȱ ŗşśŝȱandȱNewȱMexicoȱ inȱ ŗşŜŘȱ
reinforcedǰȱsecuredȱtheȱrightȱofȱIndiansȱtoȱvoteȱinȱelectionsǯŘŘȱȱOnlyȱtheȱissueȱ
ofȱpoliceȱbrutalityȱ servedȱ toȱgalvanizeȱ theȱprotestsȱofȱNativeȱAmericansȱasȱ
muchȱasȱitȱdidȱthatȱofȱGaysǰȱLatinosǰȱandȱAfricanȱAmericansǯ
 Insteadȱ theȱModernȱAmericanȱ IndianȱMovementȱorganizedȱ inȱ
responseȱ toȱ encroachmentȱonȱ Indianȱ landsȱbyȱ theȱUǯȱSǯȱGovernmentȱandȱ
privateȱcorporationsȱtryingȱtoȱtakeȱwhatȱremainedȱofȱtheȱreservationsǯȱȱRapidȱ
postwarȱdevelopmentȱoftenȱ resultedȱ inȱ theȱdestructionȱofȱ reservationsȱasȱ
whenȱinȱtheȱ lateȱŗşŚŖsȱandȱearlyȱŗşśŖsǰȱ theȱUǯȱSǯȱArmyȱCorpsȱofȱEngineersȱ
builtȱtheȱGarrisonȱDamȱinȱNorthȱDakotaȱandȱfloodedȱmuchȱofȱtheȱancestralȱ
homelandȱofȱ theȱThreeȱAffiliatedȱTribesȱ ǻMandanǰȱHidatsaǰȱ andȱArikaraǼȱ
alongȱ theȱMissouriȱRiverǰȱdisplacingȱ thousandsȱofȱpeopleȱandȱ radicalizingȱ
aȱyoungȱMandanȱwomanȱnamedȱTillieȱWalkerǯȱ ȱ Similarlyȱ inȱAprilȱ ŗşśŞȱ
theȱNewȱYorkȱPowerȱAuthorityȱusedȱ imminentȱdomainȱ lawsȱ toȱ claimȱ
Indianȱ landsȱ forȱ floodingȱ theȱTuscaroraȱRiverȱandȱbuildingȱaȱhydroelectricȱ
damǯȱ ȱLedȱbyȱWallaceȱȃMadȱBearȄȱAndersonǰȱ theȱTuscaroraȱ Iroquoisȱusedȱ
nonviolentȱtacticsȱtoȱblockȱtheȱroadȱintoȱtheȱwildernessȱareaǯȱȱMenǰȱwomenǰȱ
andȱchildrenȱ layȱdownȱinȱ theȱdirtȱ inȱ frontȱofȱ theȱgovernmentȱandȱbusinessȱ
trucksȱbroughtȱ inȱ toȱ clearȱ theȱ landǯȱ ȱNearbyȱMohawksȱandȱSenecaȱ Indiansȱ
setȱupȱcampsȱtoȱprotectȱtheirȱterritoryǯȱȱOftenȱtheȱduplicityȱofȱchiefsȱpaidȱoffȱ
byȱbusinessȱandȱgovernmentȱinterestsȱnotȱtoȱdefendȱtreatyȱrightsȱledȱtoȱtheȱ
positionȱofȱtheȱNativeȱAmericansȱbeingȱundercutȱandȱsoldȱoutȱbutȱnotȱinȱthisȱ
caseǯȱ ȱAlthoughȱpoliceȱarrestedȱMadȱBearǰȱ theȱnegativeȱpublicityȱgeneratedȱ
byȱtheȱlandȱgrabȱforcedȱaȱchangeȱinȱpowerȱcompanyȱplansǯȱ ȱAȱyearȱlaterȱinȱ
MarchȱŗşśşȱsomeȱŗǰŖŖŖȱTuscaroraȱIroquoisȱrespondedȱtoȱtheȱbadȱdecisionsȱofȱ
someȱofȱtheirȱleadersȱinȱcahootsȱwithȱbusinessȱandȱgovernmentȱinterestsȱbyȱ
declaringȱsovereigntyȱandȱoccupyingȱtheȱCouncilȱHouseȱ locatedȱonȱ theȱSixȱ
NationsȱReservationȱoutsideȱOntarioǰȱCanadaǯȱȱAfterȱsixȱdaysǰȱtheȱCanadianȱ
Mountiesȱ forcedȱ theȱTuscaroraȱ IroquoisȱandȱMohawksȱ fromȱ theȱ councilȱ
houseǯȱȱTheȱsuccessȱofȱMadȱBearȱinȱupstateȱNewȱYorkȱconvincedȱSeminolesȱ
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inȱ theȱMiccosukeeȱ IndianȱNationȱofȱFloridaȱ toȱ seekȱhisȱhelpȱ inȱ stoppingȱ
federalȱattemptsȱtoȱtakeȱIndianȱlandȱforȱtheȱEvergladesȱReclamationȱProjectǯȱȱ
Theseȱactionsȱ reflectedȱaȱ renewedȱeffortȱbyȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱ toȱdefendȱ
treatyȱrightsȱandȱdemandȱselfȬdeterminationǯŘř

 Organizationsȱ soonȱ joinedȱ theȱ scatteredȱeffortsǯȱ ȱTheȱNationalȱ
CongressȱofȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱ ǻNCAIǼȱhadȱorganizedȱ inȱŗşŚŚȱ toȱadvocateȱ
onȱbehalfȱofȱNativeȱAmericansȱbeforeȱ theȱUnitedȱStatesȱDepartmentȱofȱ
theȱ InteriorȂsȱBureauȱofȱ IndianȱAffairsȱ ǻBIAǼǯȱ ȱRejectingȱ federalȱpoliciesȱ
adoptedȱ inȱ ŗşśřȱ calledȱ ȃTerminationȄȱ thatȱ intendedȱ toȱdestroyȱ tribalȱ
identityȱandȱ reservationsȱ throughȱassimilationǰȱ theȱNCAIȱembracedȱ theȱ
callȱ forȱ ȃSelfȬDeterminationȬNotȱTerminationȄȱasȱanȱovertȱ challengeȱ toȱ
BIAȱpoliciesȱ thatȱpromotedȱassimilationǯȱ ȱByȱŗşŜŗǰȱ leadersȱ inȱ theȱNCAIȱ
representingȱŜŝȱ tribesȱ joinedȱ togetherȱ toȱ issueȱaȱȃDeclarationȱofȱ Indianȱ
PurposeȄȱ thatȱ recognizedȱ theirȱcommonȱheritageǰȱ rightȱ toȱselfȬgovernmentǰȱ
andȱneedȱforȱfederalȱassistanceǯȱȱItȱmarkedȱaȱboldȱstatementȱagainstȱfederalȱ
controlǯȱ ȱByȱŗşŜŚǰȱVineȱDeloriaȱ Jrǯǰȱwhoȱdescendedȱ fromȱaȱvenerableȱ lineȱ
ofȱSiouxȱ leadersǰȱheadedȱ theȱNCAIȂsȱeffortsȱ toȱalterȱ federalȱpolicyȱ towardsȱ
NativeȱAmericansǯȱ ȱHeȱhelpedȱplaceȱ theȱnearlyȱbankruptȱNCAIȱbackȱonȱaȱ
firmȱ financialȱ foundationȱ thenȱdevelopedȱaȱ strategyȱ thatȱ concentratedȱonȱ
governmentȱinterventionȱinȱsupportȱofȱtreatiesǯȱȱDeloriaȱfoundȱalliesȱamongȱ
collegeȱageȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱwhoȱ inȱŗşŜŗȱhadȱorganizedȱ theȱNationalȱ
IndianȱYouthȱCouncilȱ ǻNIYCǼȱ ledȱbyȱaȱWalkerȱRiverȱPaiuteȱ fromȱNevadaȱ
namedȱMelȱThomǯȱȱWhileȱtheȱNIYCȱyouthȱacceptedȱtheȱNCAIȂsȱȃDeclarationȱ
ofȱ IndianȱPurposeǰȄȱ theyȱ criticizedȱ theirȱ eldersȱ forȱnotȱ resistingȱenoughȱ
federalȱpoliciesȱthatȱpromotedȱculturalȱgenocideǯȱȱAsȱheadȱofȱtheȱNCAIȱuntilȱ
ŗşŜŝǰȱDeloriaȱdevelopedȱanȱȃinsideȬoutsideȄȱ strategyȱ thatȱpittedȱ theȱOfficeȱ
ofȱEconomicȱOpportunityȱandȱ itsȱWarȱonȱPovertyȱagainstȱ theȱBureauȱofȱ
IndianȱAffairsȱ inȱaȱ struggleȱ toȱgainȱ tribalȱ sovereigntyǰȱaȱ strategyȱsimilarȱ toȱ
theȱSCLCȂsȱrelianceȱonȱfederalȱsupportȱforȱcivilȱrightsǯȱȱMeanwhileȱtheȱyoungȱ
membersȱinȱtheȱNIYCȱledȱbyȱMelȱThomȱgrewȱradicalǯŘŚ
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 Theȱyoungȱactivistsȱ inȱtheȱNIYCȱhadȱmuchȱinȱcommonȱwithȱblackȱ
andȱwhiteȱyouthȱ inȱSNCCȱandȱSDSȱsimilarlyȱ inspiredȱbyȱ theȱ idealismȱ
ofȱPresidentȱKennedyǯȱ ȱMelȱThomȱ triedȱ toȱkeepȱ theȱNIYCȱworkingȱwithȱ
theȱNCAIǰȱnotedȱ thatȱ theȱ leadersȱofȱ theseȱgroupsȱȃhadȱdecidedȱ thatȱwhatȱ
weȱneededȱwasȱ aȱmovementǯȱ ȱNotȱ anȱorganizationǰȱ butȱ aȱmovementǯȱȱ
Organizationsȱ rearrangeȱhistoryǯȱ ȱMovementsȱmakeȱhistoryǯȄȱ ȱWithȱyoungȱ
NativeȱAmericanȱradicalsǰȱThomȱadvocatedȱdirectȱactionǰȱjoiningȱwithȱothersȱ
inȱtheȱNIYCȱwhoȱcalledȱtheirȱcriticsȱȃapplesǰȄȱmeaningȱȃredȱonȱtheȱoutsideȱ
andȱwhiteȱonȱ theȱ insideǰȄȱorȱȃUncleȱTomahawksǰȄȱ echoingȱblackȱ radicalsȱ
whoȱcriticizedȱblackȱ conservativesȱasȱUncleȱTomsȱ forȱworkingȱwithȱwhiteȱ
peopleǯȱ ȱThomȱrealizedȱ theȱ conservativeȱnatureȱofȱ tribalȱ leadersǱȱ ȱ ȃTheȱ
Indianȱhadȱbeenȱstereotypedȱtoȱactȱinȱcertainȱwaysǲȱheȱwasȱnotȱsupposedȱtoȱ
takeȱdirectȱactionǰȱorȱtoȱpicketǰȱorȱtoȱdemonstrateǯȱȱPeopleȱwereȱcuriousȱtoȱseeȱ
ifȱtheȱIndiansȱcouldȱdoȱtheseȱthingsǯȱȱSoȱwereȱtheȱIndiansǷȄŘś

 InȱtheȱPacificȱNorthwestǰȱindigenousȱpeopleȱrespondedȱwithȱdirectȱ
actionȱtoȱcorporateȱencroachmentȱonȱtheirȱfishingȱrightsȱthatȱstemmedȱfromȱ
newȱgovernmentalȱ restrictionsȱ institutedȱatȱ theȱbehestȱofȱ theȱ commercialȱ
fishingȱ industryǯȱ ȱAsȱ theȱ courtsȱ restrictedȱ theȱoffȬreservationȱ fishingȱ
rightsȱ Indiansȱhadȱ retainedȱduringȱ initialȱnegotiationsȱ thatȱ theȱ treatiesȱ
hadȱ recognizedȱasȱ legitimateǰȱ aȱ seriesȱofȱprotestsȱ eruptedǯȱ ȱLikeȱ theȱ sitȬinsȱ
andȱFreedomȱRidesȱofȱ theȱ civilȱ rightsȱmovementǰȱNativeȱAmericansȱusedȱ
civilȱdisobedienceȱ inȱ theȱformȱofȱȃfishȬinsȄȱheldȱfromȱŗşŜŚȱtoȱŗşŝŖȱtoȱ insistȱ
onȱ theirȱ traditionalȱ fishingȱ rightsǯȱ ȱTribeȱmembersȱofȱ theȱMuckleshootǰȱ
Puyallupǰȱ andȱNisquallyȱNationsȱdeliberatelyȱharvestedȱ theirȱ catchȱ inȱ
offȬlimitȱareasǯȱ ȱAsȱ inȱcivilȱ rightsȱprotestsȱelsewhereǰȱ theȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱ
organizedȱmarchesȱ toȱgenerateȱattentionȱ toȱ theirȱ causeǯȱ ȱTheyȱ receivedȱ
assistanceȱfromȱtheȱNIYCȱledȱbyȱThomȱandȱsuchȱmembersȱasȱHankȱAdamsȱ
ofȱtheȱAssiniboineȱtribeǯȱȱCelebritiesȱandȱcivilȱrightsȱmovementȱveteransȱsuchȱ
asȱ theȱwhiteȱactorȱMarlonȱBrandoȱandȱ theȱblackȱ comedianȱDickȱGregoryȱ
participatedȱ inȱ theȱpublicȱdemonstrationsȱandȱ sufferedȱarrestǯȱ ȱ Similarȱ
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protestsȱdevelopedȱoverȱhuntingȱ rightsȱ inȱWisconsinȱandȱMinnesotaǯȱ ȱ Inȱ
ŗşŜŜǰȱIndiansȱfromȱtheȱYakimaȱTribeȱarrestedȱaȱWashingtonȱStateȱpolicemanȱ
claimingȱ thatȱheȱhadȱ trespassedȱonȱnativeȱ landsǯȱ ȱAndȱ likeȱ theȱ civilȱ rightsȱ
movementȂsȱtrajectoryȱthatȱwentȱfromȱtheȱstreetsȱintoȱtheȱcourtsǰȱtheȱNativeȱ
Americanȱprotestsȱoverȱfishingȱandȱhuntingȱrightsȱtraveledȱfromȱtheȱforestsȱ
andȱ riverbanksȱ intoȱ theȱgovernmentȂsȱ legalȱ systemȱ toȱawaitȱ justiceǯȱ ȱWhileȱ
decisionsȱhandedȱdownȱ inȱOregonȱ supportedȱ theȱ fishingȱ rightsȱofȱNativeȱ
Americansǰȱ inȱneighboringȱWashingtonȱStateȱ theȱ courtsȱdefendedȱ theȱ
commercialȱ fishingȱ industryȱandȱ foughtȱ Indianȱappealsȱ allȱ theȱwayȱ toȱ theȱ
UnitedȱStatesȱSupremeȱCourtǯȱ ȱConsequentlyȱ theȱdirectȱ actionȱandȱ legalȱ
strategiesȱachievedȱmixedȱresultsǯŘŜ

 SinceȱtheȱarrivalȱofȱtheȱwhiteȱmanȱonȱtheȱshoresȱofȱAmericaǰȱIndiansȱ
hadȱ insistedȱonȱ theȱenforcementȱofȱ treatiesǯȱ ȱTheȱexampleȱofȱ theȱPuebloȱ
Indiansȱ toȱ secureȱ theirȱ claimȱ toȱ theȱ sacredȱTaosȱBlueȱLakeȱ inȱNewȱMexicoȱ
inȱ theȱ twentiethȱ centuryȱdemonstratesȱ theȱ slowȱandȱ tediousȱprocessȱofȱ
workingȱwithinȱtheȱsystemȱtoȱresolveȱtheȱconflictǯȱȱAȱsiteȱtakenȱbyȱtheȱUǯȱSǯȱ
GovernmentȱinȱŗşŖŜǰȱtheȱTaosȱPuebloȱdemandedȱitsȱreturnȱandȱdeclinedȱanȱ
offerȱofȱpaymentȱ inȱŗşŘŜǯȱ ȱDuringȱ theȱNewȱDealǰȱ theȱSenateȱ IndianȱAffairsȱ
Committeeȱ recommendedȱ theȱTaosȱPuebloȱbeȱgrantedȱaȱpermitȱ toȱuseȱ theȱ
lakeȱbutȱ itȱwasȱnotȱ issuedȱuntilȱ ŗşŚŖǯȱ ȱLikeȱ theȱNAACPȱ thatȱ filedȱ schoolȱ
desegregationȱ casesǰȱ theȱTaosȱPuebloȱ filedȱ suitȱwithȱ supportȱofȱ theȱNCAIȱ
inȱŗşśŗȱbeforeȱ theȱ IndianȱClaimsȱCommissionȱ forȱ clearȱ titleȱ toȱ theȱ lakeȱ
andȱdespiteȱaȱpositiveȱ rulingȱ inȱŗşŜśǰȱ aȱSenateȱ subcommitteeȱ stalledȱ theȱ
legislationȱuntilȱinȱŗşŜşȱtheȱNixonȱAdministrationȱadoptedȱitȱasȱaȱsymbolȱofȱ
aȱchangeȱinȱIndiansȱaffairsǯȱȱRatherȱthanȱtheȱpaternalisticȱsupportȱforȱNativeȱ
Americanȱassimilationȱ intoȱ theȱ systemǰȱ theȱ federalȱgovernmentȱbeganȱ toȱ
recognizeȱ theȱAmericanȱ Indianȱdesireȱ forȱ selfȬdeterminationǰȱanȱoutgrowthȱ
ofȱVineȱDeloriaǰȱ JrǯȂsȱ ȃinsideȬoutsideȄȱ strategyȱ thatȱhadȱmadeȱheadwayȱ
underȱPresidentȱJohnsonȂsȱGreatȱSocietyǯȱ ȱItȱwouldȱtakeȱpressureȱgeneratedȱ
byȱtheȱŗşŝŘȱTrailȱofȱBrokenȱTreatiesȱtoȱsecureȱaȱshiftȱinȱfederalȱpolicyȱalongȱ
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theȱlinesȱofȱtheȱTwentyȱPointsȱmostlyȱwrittenȱbyȱHankȱAdamsȱthatȱoutlinedȱ
NativeȱAmericanȱdemandsǯŘŝ

 Onȱ theȱ localȱ levelȱmostȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱapparentlyȱavoidedȱ theȱ
civilȱ rightsȱmovementǰȱperhapsȱ forȱ fearȱ theȱ racialȱhatredȱgeneratedȱagainstȱ
AfricanȱAmericansȱmightȱspillȱoverȱontoȱtheȱreservationǯȱȱSuchȱwasȱtheȱcaseȱ
duringȱMississippiȱFreedomȱSummerȱ inȱŗşŜŚȱwhenǰȱ justȱweeksȱafterȱwhiteȱ
supremacistsȱmurderedȱMickeyȱSchwernerǰȱ JamesȱChaneyǰȱ andȱAndrewȱ
GoodmanȬtheȱSNCCȱworkersȱwhoȱhadȱ investigatedȱ theȱbombingȱofȱ aȱ
movementȱ churchȱoutsideȱPhiladelphiaȬvigilantesȱdynamitedȱaȱnearbyȱ
missionȱ toȱ theȱChoctawȱ Indiansȱ thatȱhadȱnotȱbeenȱ involvedȱ inȱ theȱ civilȱ
rightsȱ struggleǯȱ ȱ Indeedȱmoreȱoftenȱ thanȱnotǰȱ Indianȱ leadersȱ thoughtȱ theyȱ
hadȱmoreȱtoȱgainȱunderȱaȱsegregatedȱsystemȱthatȱrecognizedȱandȱsupportedȱ
theirȱ separateȱ statusȱ thanȱmightȱbeȱhadȱ throughȱgovernmentȱpoliciesȱ thatȱ
promotedȱanȱassimilationȱtheyȱdespisedǯȱȱThereȱseemsȱtoȱbeȱlittleȱevidenceȱofȱ
NativeȱAmericanȱandȱAfricanȱAmericanȱinteractionȱregardingȱtheȱcivilȱrightsȱ
movementȱuntilȱtheȱSCLCȱbeganȱorganizingȱtheȱPoorȱPeopleȂsȱCampaignȱinȱ
lateȱŗşŜŝǯŘŞ

PoorȱPeopleȇsȱCampaign

 Radicalȱ Indiansȱ favoringȱ directȱ actionȱ againstȱ theȱ federalȱ
governmentȱjoinedȱinȱaȱshowȱofȱsolidarityȱforȱtheȱnationȂsȱdispossessedȱwithȱ
AfricanȱAmericansǰȱLatinosǰȱAppalachianȱwhitesȱandȱothersȱinȱKingȂsȱgreatȱ
effortȱ toȱ createȱ theȱbelovedȱcommunityǯȱ ȱLedȱbyȱMelȱThomȱofȱ theȱNIYCȱ
andȱ joinedȱbyȱHankȱAdamsȱofȱ theȱ fishȬinsǰȱWallaceȱȃMadȱBearȄȱAndersonȱ
ofȱ theȱTuscarorasǰȱ andȱTillieȱWalkerǰȱnowȱpromotingȱ Indianȱ issuesȱ forȱ theȱ
AmericanȱFriendsȱServiceȱCommitteeǰȱ theyȱ reachedȱoutȱacrossȱ theȱ racialȱ
divideȱ inȱ commonȱcauseȱwithȱotherȱpoorȱpeopleǯȱ ȱ Inȱ theȱweeksȱ followingȱ
theȱAprilȱ Śǰȱ ŗşŜŞȱassassinationȱofȱKingǰȱ theseȱ Indianȱ representativesȱ joinedȱ
theȱReverendȱRalphȱDavidȱAbernathyȱonȱtheȱSCLCȂsȱCommitteeȱofȱŗŖŖȱthatȱ
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ledȱtheȱPoorȱPeopleȂsȱCampaignǯȱȱTheyȱpresentedȱtheirȱdemandsȱbeforeȱtheȱ
OfficeȱofȱEconomicȱOpportunityȱ thatȱwagedȱPresidentȱ JohnsonȂsȱWarȱonȱ
Povertyǯȱ ȱThomȱspokeȱ forȱallȱ IndiansȱȃwhoȱdonȂtȱhaveȱaȱ chanceȱ toȱ speakȱ
becauseȱ tribalȱpoliticsȱ isȱdominatedȱbyȱ theȱ federalȱgovernmentǰȱ controlledȱ
byȱwhiteȱ interestȱgroupsȱ thatȱ tellȱ Indiansȱwhatȱ toȱ thinkǰȱhowȱ toȱbeǰȱhowȱ
toȱactǰȱandȱmanyȱofȱusȱyoungȱpeopleȱareȱtiredȱofȱthatǯȱ ȱWeȂveȱhadȱitǯȄȱ ȱTheȱ
notableȱabsenceȱofȱtheȱNationalȱCongressȱofȱAmericanȱIndiansǰȱnowȱledȱbyȱ
JohnȱBelindoǰȱ reflectedȱ theȱmainstreamȱ IndianȱorganizationȂsȱ adherenceȱ toȱ
DeloriaȂsȱ ȃinsideȬoutsideȄȱ strategyȱ thatȱhesitatedȱ toȱ criticizeȱ theȱ Johnsonȱ
AdministrationǯȱȱWritingȱaboutȱitȱtwoȱyearsȱlaterȱinȱhisȱbookȱCusterȱDiedȱForȱ
YourȱSinsǱȱAnȱIndianȱManifestoǰȱDeloriaȱdismissedȱtheȱPoorȱPeopleȂsȱCampaignȱ
asȱȃtooȱradicalȱaȱdepartureȱforȱIndianȱthinkingȱforȱtheȱtribesȱtoȱbridgeǯȄŘş

 YetȱatȱtheȱtimeȱtheȱradicalȱelementsȱinȱtheȱModernȱAmericanȱIndianȱ
MovementȱwhoȱjoinedȱinȱtheȱprotestȱasȱrepresentativesȱonȱtheȱCommitteeȱofȱ
ŗŖŖȱhadȱnoȱtroubleȱmeetingȱwithȱofficialsȱinȱWashingtonǯȱȱAbernathyȱheadedȱ
theȱgroupȱsingingȱȃWeȱShallȱOvercomeȄȱasȱ itȱ enteredȱ theȱ chamberȱofȱ theȱ
DepartmentȱofȱtheȱInteriorȱforȱanȱaudienceȱwithȱlongtimeȱIndianȱadversaryȱ
Secretaryȱofȱ theȱ InteriorȱStewartȱUdallǯȱ ȱThereȱAbernathyȱexplainedȱaboutȱ
theȱprotestǰȱ ȃWeȱhaveȱdecidedȱpovertyȱknowsȱnoȱ racialȱboundariesǰȱ thatȱ
ȁpoorȂȱisȱcommonȱtoȱmanyȱwhiteȱpeopleǰȱredȱpeopleǰȱbrownȱpeopleǰȱyellowȱ
peopleǰȱasȱitȱisȱtoȱblackȱpeopleǯȄȱȱAgainȱMelȱThomȱspokeǱȱȱȃWeȱhaveȱjoinedȱ
theȱPoorȱPeopleȂsȱCampaignȱbecauseȱmostȱofȱourȱ familiesǰȱ tribesǰȱ andȱ
communitiesȱnumberȱamongȱ thoseȱ sufferingȱmostȱ inȱ thisȱ countryǯȱ ȱWeȱareȱ
notȱbeggingǯȱȱWeȱareȱdemandingȱwhatȱisȱrightfullyȱoursǯȄȱȱHeȱendorsedȱtheȱ
objectivesȱofȱ theȱPoorȱPeopleȂsȱCampaignȬtoȱgainȱ jobsǰȱhousingǰȱ incomeȱ
Ȭbutȱechoedȱ selfȬdeterminationǱȱ ȱ ȃweȱwantȱ themȱonȱourȱ termsǯȄȱ ȱHankȱ
Adamsȱaccusedȱ federalȱBureauȱofȱ IndianȱAffairsȱ agentsȱofȱ stirringȱupȱ
ȃintenseȱantiȬNegroȱ feelingȄȱamongȱ Indiansȱ inȱorderȱ toȱpreventȱ interracialȱ
cooperationǰȱaȱchargeȱrepeatedȱbyȱTillieȱWalkerǯřŖ

 Byȱ theȱendȱofȱAprilȱ ŗşŜŞǰȱ someȱ twoȱhundredȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱ
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Ȭfromȱwesternȱ reservationsȱ butȱ notȱ fromȱ theȱDeepȱ SouthȬ joinedȱ
representativesȱofȱ theȱnationȂsȱdestituteȱwhoȱoccupiedȱ theȱNationalȱMallȱ
inȱWashingtonǰȱDǯȱCǯȱ ȱAbernathyȱandȱ theȱSCLCȱoversawȱ theȱ settlementȱ
ofȱResurrectionȱCityȱandȱunintentionallyȱallowedȱ forȱ theȱ segregationȱofȱ
housingȱintoȱMexicanǰȱblackǰȱAmericanȱIndianǰȱPuertoȱRicanǰȱandȱpoorȱwhiteȱ
neighborhoodsǯȱ ȱRecognizingȱ itȱ ȃflawedȱ fromȱ theȱbeginningǰȄȱandȱȃfullȱofȱ
ghettosǰȄȱAbernathyȱacceptedȱ theȱhumanȱdivisionȱwithȱbitterȱ resignationǯȱȱ
Asȱ theȱmediaȱdotedȱonȱȃinflammatoryȱ rhetoricȄȱofȱmilitantȱBlackȱPanthersȱ
ratherȱthanȱtheȱdailyȱlifeȱofȱtheȱpoorȱwallowingȱinȱtheȱmudȱofȱResurrectionȱ
Cityǰȱ heȱ foundȱ theȱ protestȱ toȱ beȱ ȃyesterdayȂsȱ newsȱ andȱ lastȱweekȂsȱ
headlinesǯȄȱȱNeverthelessȱheȱpersistedȱasȱdidȱtheȱdedicatedȱleadersȱofȱotherȱ
minorityȱgroupsǯřŗ

 Occasionalȱprotestsȱ enlivenedȱ theȱdemonstrationsȱasȱwhenȱonȱ
MayȱŘşǰȱ ŗşŜŞȱaȱ contingentȱofȱmoreȱ thanȱoneȱhundredȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱ
marchedȱ toȱ theȱUnitedȱStatesȱSupremeȱCourtȱ toȱprotestȱ rulingsȱagainstȱ
treatyȱ rightsȱ suchȱasȱ theȱWashingtonȱStateȱSupremeȱCourtȱ regardingȱ theȱ
fishȬinsǯȱ ȱLedȱbyȱHankȱAdamsǰȱtheseȱresidentsȱofȱResurrectionȱCityȱdressedȱ
inȱtheirȱtribalȱregaliaǰȱȃwithȱtheirȱfacesȱcoveredȱwithȱcolorfulȱpaintǰȱcarryingȱ
tomȬtomsǰȱ ritualȱ tomahawksǰȱ andȱpeaceȱpipesȄȱ reachedȱ theȱ templeȱofȱ
justiceǯȱȱTheȱbronzeȱdoorsȱofȱtheȱsupremeȱcourtȱstoppedȱthemȱfromȱenteringǯȱȱ
Abernathyȱ recalledȱ joiningȱ twentyȬfiveȱ Indianȱ leadersȱwhoȱ throughȱ theȱ
effortsȱofȱAdamsȱgainedȱentranceȱ toȱ theȱbuildingǰȱ intendingȱ toȱhandȱoverȱ
theirȱ complaintȱwhenȱ theyȱapproachedȱ theȱbenchǯȱ ȱAsȱwithȱmanyȱprotestsȱ
duringȱtheȱPoorȱPeopleȂsȱCampaignǰȱtheseȱmenȱoccupiedȱanȱouterȱchamberǰȱ
waitingȱ toȱbeȱheardǯȱ ȱAfterȱhoursȱpassedȱwithȱnoȱappearanceȱbyȱ theȱblackȱ
robedȱjusticesǰȱtheȱIndiansȱbeganȱsmokingȱtheȱpeaceȱpipeǰȱthenȱlaterȱbeatingȱ
theirȱdrumsȱsoftlyǰȱandȱfinallyȱchantingȱtoȱtheȱrhythmȱasȱtheirȱvoicesȱswelledȱ
inȱoutrageȱtowardsȱtheȱendȱofȱ theȱdayǯȱ ȱ Itȱwasȱunlikeȱanyȱotherȱcivilȱrightsȱ
protestȱattendedȱbyȱAbernathyǯȱ ȱByȱnightfallȱ theȱmovementȱveteranȱlookedȱ
atȱtheȱIndianȱleaderȱwhoȱshookȱhisȱheadȱandȱannouncedȱtoȱtheȱotherȱNativeȱ
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AmericansǰȱȃOKǰȱyouȱcanȱknockȱitȱoffǯȱȱWeȂreȱgoingǯȄřŘ

 Theȱvariousȱprotestsȱofȱ theȱPoorȱPeopleȂsȱCampaignȱdidȱ littleȱ
toȱalterȱ centuriesȱofȱ stonewallingȱbyȱgovernmentȱbureaucraciesȱ justȱ asȱ itȱ
failedȱ toȱcreateȱ theȱȃbelovedȱcommunityȄȱenvisionedȱbyȱDrǯȱKingǯȱ ȱDeloriaȱ
ridiculedȱsuchȱprotestsǰȱsuggestingǱȱȱȃYouȱgoȱintoȱthoseȱhigherȱlevelȱfederalȱ
officialsǰȱallȱtheyȱcanȱpossiblyȱdoȱisȱblowȱsmokeȱupȱyourȱassȱforȱanȱhourȱandȱ
sendȱyouȱonȱyourȱwayǯȄȱȱToȱtheȱformerȱheadȱofȱtheȱNCAIǰȱtheȱȃwildȱthreatsȱ
andȱmilitantȱ statementsȄȱgeneratedȱȃillȱwillȄȱ andȱunderminedȱyearsȱofȱ
carefulȱcultivationȱdesignedȱtoȱalterȱ longstandingȱbureaucraticȱpoliciesȱandȱ
theȱattitudesȱofȱgovernmentȱofficialsǯȱ ȱYetȱ theȱdramaticȱ showingȱofȱ śŖǰŖŖŖȱ
peopleȱwhoȱattendedȱtheȱgreatȱmarchȱonȱJuneȱŗşȱthatȱculminatedȱinȱspeechesȱ
byȱCorettaȱScottȱKingȱandȱothersȱ focusedȱ theȱnationȂsȱ attentionȱonȱ theȱ
needsȱofȱtheȱpoorǯȱȱInȱtheȱwaningȱweeksȱofȱtheȱdemonstrationǰȱsomeȱNativeȱ
AmericansȱbeganȱleavingǯȱȱWhenȱtheȱappellateȱcourtsȱupheldȱtheȱconvictionȱ
ofȱDickȱGregoryȱforȱparticipatingȱinȱtheȱfishȬinsȱandȱheȱreturnedȱtoȱtheȱstateȱ
ofȱWashingtonȱtoȱserveȱhisȱsentenceȱinȱJuneȱŗşŜŞǰȱseveralȱIndianȱsupportersȱ
leftȱwithȱhimǯȱ ȱOnlyȱ laterȱdidȱ theȱUǯȱSǯȱ SupremeȱCourtȱoverturnȱ theȱ lowerȱ
courtȱ rulingsȱandȱ recognizeȱ theȱ fishingȱ rightsȱofȱNativeȱAmericansȱ inȱ theȱ
PacificȱNorthwestǯȱȱWhenȱtheȱcourtsȱorderedȱtheȱdismantlingȱofȱResurrectionȱ
CityǰȱWallaceȱȃMadȱBearȄȱAndersonǰȱHankȱAdamsȱandȱotherȱIndianȱleadersȱ
presentedȱaȱ ȃProclamationȱofȱTemporaryȱCessionȄȱ toȱAbernathyȱwhoȱ
claimedȱ itȱ asȱ justificationȱ forȱ continuingȱ theȱencampmentǯȱ ȱThatȱnightȱ lawȱ
enforcementȱagentsȱ firedȱ teargasȱ intoȱ theȱ shantytownǯȱ ȱWhenȱ theȱoriginalȱ
permitȱforȱtheȱprotestȱexpiredȱatȱduskȱonȱJuneȱŘřǰȱŗşŜŞǰȱMelȱThomȱandȱTillieȱ
Walkerȱ submittedȱ toȱarrestȱwithȱAbernathyȱandȱotherȱminorityȱ leadersȱasȱ
theȱbulldozersȱwentȱtoȱworkȱclearingȱtheȱnationalȱmallȱofȱResurrectionȱCityǰȱ
bringingȱtoȱanȱendȱperhapsȱtheȱmostȱmulticulturalȱprotestȱtheȱnationȱhadȱyetȱ
seenǯřř
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RedȱPower

 Adaptingȱ theȱ tacticsȱofȱ theȱBlackȱPanthersȱ inȱ theȱurbanȱghettoǰȱ
NativeȱAmericansȱ tookȱmattersȱ intoȱ theirȱownȱhandsǯȱ ȱ Justȱ likeȱAfricanȱ
Americansȱwhoȱmovedȱ intoȱnorthernȱ citiesǰȱNativeȱAmericansȱ leftȱ theȱ
reservationȱ forȱopportunitiesȱ inȱmetropolisǰȱ oftenȱ sufferingȱ similarȱ formsȱ
ofȱdiscriminationǯȱ ȱAȱcaseȱofȱpoliceȱbrutalityȱ inȱMinneapolisǰȱMinnesotaȱ
resultedȱinȱtheȱformationȱofȱtheȱAmericanȱIndianȱMovementȱǻAIMǼȱinȱŗşŜŞǯȱȱ
AsȱaȱpanȬIndianȱorganizationȱ thatȱ attractedȱmembersȱ fromȱaȱvarietyȱofȱ
nationsǰȱtheȱAIMȱrepresentedȱaȱnationalȱactivistȱorganizationȱthatȱexpressedȱ
aȱ sharedȱbeliefȱ inȱ selfȬdeterminationǯȱ ȱTheȱAIMȱactivismȱsweptȱasideȱ theȱ
strategiesȱofȱ tribalȱ representativesȱ inȱ theȱNCAIǯȱ ȱ Indeedȱwhenȱcomparingȱ
theȱNativeȱAmericanȱmovementȱwithȱ theȱ civilȱ rightsȱmovementǰȱ oneȱ
mightȱdrawȱaȱparallelȱbetweenȱ theȱNAACPȱandȱ theȱNCAIȱandȱaȱ sharedȱ
conservativeȱapproachȱtoȱsystemicȱreformǰȱversesȱtheȱdirectȱactionȱstrategiesȱ
adoptedȱbyȱSNCCȱandȱ theȱAIMǯȱ ȱOneȱmightȱ evenȱextendȱ theȱanalysisȱ toȱ
theȱ radicalȱ elementsȱ inȱ theȱBlackȱPanthersȱandȱ theȱAlcatrazȬRedȱPowerȱ
MovementȱorȱARPMǯȱȱWhileȱtheȱgrassrootsȱactionsȱofȱtheȱARPMȱgeneratedȱ
attentionȱ toȱandȱprovokedȱ internationalȱoutrageȱoverȱNativeȱAmericanȱ
concernsǰȱtheȱAIMȱthroughȱitsȱnationalȱnetworkȱandȱmediaȱoutletȱpromotedȱ
supraȬtribalȱstrategiesȱthatȱfueledȱtheȱprotestsȱofȱtheȱRedȱPowerȱMovementǯřŚ

 Theȱ IndianȱoccupationȱofȱAlcatrazȱ Islandȱ inȱŗşŜşȱ symbolizedȱ theȱ
RedȱPowerȱmovementȱthatȱlaunchedȱaȱseriesȱofȱprotestsȱoverȱtheȱnextȱdecadeȱ
resultingȱ inȱ theȱoccupationȱofȱnearlyȱoneȱhundredȱ sitesȱ acrossȱAmericaǯȱȱ
OnȱNovemberȱŘŖǰȱ ŗşŜşǰȱ someȱŞşȱNativeȱAmericansȱ landedȱonȱwindsweptȱ
Alcatrazȱ Islandȱ inȱ theȱSanȱFranciscoȱBayǰȱ claimingȱ theȱabandonedȱ federalȱ
landȱasȱ theirȱownǯȱ ȱTheyȱorganizedȱ themselvesȱ intoȱaȱ councilȱ structureǰȱ
assignedȱdutiesȱ suchȱasȱ securityȱ andȱ sanitationǰȱ butȱ alsoȱ toȱ sustainȱ aȱ
longȬtermȱoccupationȱ suchȱdomesticȱ choresȱasȱhousingǰȱdaycareǰȱ laundryǰȱ
andȱcommunalȱ cookingǯȱ ȱForȱ theȱnextȱnineteenȱmonthsȱNativeȱAmericansȱ
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andȱotherȱactivistsȱ squattedȱonȱAlcatrazǯȱ ȱClearlyȱ theȱoccupationȱ reflectedȱ
aȱ rejectionȱofȱassimilationȱandȱaȱdesireȱ forȱ selfȬdeterminationȱbyȱallȱNativeȱ
peoplesǯȱȱTheyȱadoptedȱaȱPanȬIndianȱapproachȱforȱwhatȱactuallyȱturnedȱoutȱ
toȱbeȱ theȱ thirdȱoccupationȱofȱAlcatrazǯȱ ȱTheȱ firstȱoccupationȱhadȱoccurredȱ
inȱMarchȱŗşŜŚȱwhenȱSiouxȱIndiansȱlivingȱinȱSanȱFranciscoȱbrieflyȱlayȱclaimȱ
toȱandȱoccupiedȱ theȱ islandȱ theȱyearȱafterȱ theȱ federalȱgovernmentȱhadȱ shutȱ
downȱitsȱnotoriousȱprisonȱandȱabandonedȱȃTheȱRockǯȄȱ ȱFiveȱyearsȱ laterȱonȱ
NovemberȱşǰȱŗşŜşȱaȱsmallȱgroupȱofȱcollegeȱstudentsȱoccupiedȱtheȱ islandȱinȱ
theȱnameȱofȱ ȃIndiansȱofȱAllȱTribesǯȄȱ ȱAfterȱ threeȱdaysȱ theyȱ leftȱbutȱmadeȱ
plansȱ toȱreturnǯȱ ȱHenceȱ theȱ thirdȱoccupationȱonȱNovemberȱŘŖthȱ thatȱcaughtȱ
theȱattentionȱofȱtheȱnationǯřś

 NewȱNativeȱAmericanȱStudiesȱProgramsȱonȱcollegeȱcampusesȱhadȱ
radicalizedȱ theȱyoungȱ IndiansȱwhoȱoccupiedȱAlcatrazǯȱ ȱTheȱ leaderȱofȱ theȱ
groupǰȱ aȱMohawkȱnamedȱRichardȱOakesǰȱhadȱattendedȱclassesȱonȱNativeȱ
AmericanȱhistoryȱatȱSanȱFranciscoȱStateȱCollegeȱwhileȱ similarȱ coursesȱ
tookȱplaceȱatȱ theȱUniversityȱofȱCaliforniaȱonȱ itsȱBerkeleyȱ campusȱunderȱ
ProfessorȱJackȱForbesǯȱ ȱPartȱofȱaȱ largerȱacademicȱshiftȱ thatȱbeganȱanalyzingȱ
ethnicitiesȱthroughȱsuchȱcourseȱofferingsȱasȱChicanoȱstudiesȱorȱtheȱfoundingȱ
ofȱ suchȱdisciplinesȱasȱAfricanȱAmericanȱStudiesǰȱNativeȱAmericanȱStudiesȱ
inȱSanȱFranciscoȱdrewȱstrengthȱ fromȱ theȱNationalȱ IndianȱYouthȱCouncilȱ
headquarteredȱinȱBerkeleyȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱFarȱWestȱLaboratoryȱforȱResearchȱ
andȱEducationalȱDevelopmentǰȱwhichȱoftenȱhostedȱNIYCȱveteransȱClydeȱ
WarriorȱandȱMelȱThomǯȱȱTheȱmonthȱbeforeȱtheȱstudentsȱoccupiedȱAlcatrazǰȱ
aȱ fireȱhadȱburnedȱ theȱSanȱFranciscoȱ IndianȱCenterǰȱ soȱ theȱactivistsȱclaimedȱ
theȱ islandȱinȱtheȱnameȱofȱȃallȱ tribesȄȱ inȱaȱradicalȱbidȱtoȱrepatriateȱ landǯȱ ȱ Inȱ
additionȱ toȱ theȱ islandǰȱ theyȱaskedȱ forȱ federalȱ fundingȱ toȱ financeȱaȱNativeȱ
AmericanȱUniversityǰȱmuseumǰȱandȱnewȱculturalȱ centerȱ toȱ replaceȱ theȱoneȱ
thatȱhadȱburnedȱinȱOctoberȱŗşŜşǯřŜ

 AȱpanȬIndianȱeffortǰȱ theȱAlcatrazȱOccupationȱevolvedȱoverȱ itsȱ
yearȬandȬaȬhalfȱ longȱ lifeǯȱ ȱOnȱ theȱsecondȱattemptǰȱ fourteenȱ Indianȱstudentsȱ
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hadȱoccupiedȱ theȱ islandȱwithȱRichardȱOakesǯȱ ȱOfȱ theȱoriginalȱŞşȱprotestersȱ
whoȱ settledȱ inȱ theȱ firstȱ fewȱdaysȱofȱ theȱ thirdȱattemptǰȱ someȱŝŖȱ cameȱ fromȱ
theȱNativeȱAmericanȱStudiesȱProgramȱatȱ theȱUniversityȱofȱCaliforniaǰȱLosȱ
Angelesǯȱ ȱTheirȱnumbersȱgrewȱ inȱ theȱweeksȱandȱmonthsȱ thatȱ followedȱasȱ
representativesȱofȱnumerousȱnationsȱ includingȱ theȱMohawkǰȱCherokeeǰȱ
HoopaǰȱNavajoǰȱSiouxȱandȱYakimaȱparticipatedǯȱȱTheȱIndiansȱheldȱpowwowsȱ
andȱ celebrationsǯȱ ȱMirroringȱ theȱBlackȱPanthersȱwithȱ theirȱdisplayȱofȱ
submachineȱgunsǰȱ theȱ IndiansȱexercisedȱselfȬdefenseȱbyȱshootingȱarrowsȱatȱ
passingȱshipsǯȱȱLikeȱmostȱprotestȱmovementsǰȱtheȱdemonstratorsȱdevelopedȱ
aȱseriesȱofȱobjectivesǯřŝ

 Justȱ asȱoccurredȱagainstȱ theȱBlackȱPanthersȱandȱWeathermenǰȱ
soȱ tooȱ regionalȱ andȱ federalȱ lawȱenforcementȱagentsȱalignedȱagainstȱ theȱ
IndiansȱoccupyingȱAlcatrazǯȱ ȱAsȱ theȱweeksȱofȱ theȱoccupationȱ turnedȱ intoȱ
monthsǰȱ theȱNativeȱpeoplesȱwonȱsympatheticȱ supportȱ amongȱ theȱpublicȱ
thatȱ suppliedȱdonatedȱ foodȱandȱotherȱgoodsȱ toȱaȱ collectionȱ centerȱonȱ theȱ
mainlandȱ forȱ transportationȱ toȱ theȱ islandǯȱ ȱToȱ curtailȱpublicȱ assistanceǰȱ
federalȱauthoritiesȱintervenedȱtoȱblockȱtheȱreȬsupplyȱshipsǯȱȱThenȱauthoritiesȱ
cutȱoffȱ theȱelectricityȱandȱ freshȱwaterȱ toȱ theȱ islandǯȱ ȱTheȱNativeȱAmericanȱ
protestersȱ sufferedȱhardshipsȱ asȱ tensionsȱmountedǯȱ ȱ Throughoutȱ theȱ
nineteenȱmonthsȱofȱoccupationǰȱtheȱtotalȱnumberȱofȱdemonstratorsȱhoveredȱ
aroundȱoneȱhundredȱpeopleǯȱȱYetȱatȱtheȱbeginningȱofȱtheȱspringȱtermȱinȱŗşŝŖǰȱ
theȱ studentsȱwhoȱ initiatedȱ theȱprotestȱ returnedȱ toȱ theȱmainlandȱ toȱattendȱ
classesȱatȱUCLAǯȱȱAlthoughȱotherȱnativeȱpeoplesȱinitiallyȱreplacedȱtheȱIndianȱ
studentsǰȱasȱtheȱcauseȱcelebreȱgrewǰȱitȱattractedȱhippiesȱfromȱSanȱFranciscoȂsȱ
HeightȬAsburyȱneighborhoodǯȱȱInitiallyȱdrugsȱandȱalcoholȱhadȱbeenȱbannedȱ
fromȱtheȱislandȱbutȱinȱtimeȱtheyȱbecameȱcommonplaceǯȱȱWithȱelectricityȱcutȱ
offǰȱtheȱAlcatrazȱlighthouseȱnoȱlongerȱwarnedȱshipsȱinȱtheȱbayǯȱȱNegotiationsȱ
betweenȱ theȱ representativesȱofȱ theȱ Indiansȱandȱ theȱUǯȱSǯȱCoastȱGuardȱ
failedȱ toȱ restoreȱ theȱneededȱnavigationalȱ aidsȱandȱconvincedȱ theȱ federalȱ
governmentȱ toȱ interveneǯȱ ȱThirtyȬfiveȱUǯȱSǯȱMarshalsȱ forciblyȱ removedȱ theȱ
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remainingȱ fifteenȱprotestersȱonȱ Juneȱŗŗǰȱ ŗşŝŗǯȱ ȱWhileȱ theȱoccupationȱofȱ
Alcatrazȱ failedȱatȱ firstȱ toȱwinȱ theȱgroupȂsȱ statedȱobjectivesǰȱ itȱ succeededȱ inȱ
galvanizingȱtheȱRedȱPowerȱMovementȱinȱAmericaǯřŞ

 TheȱAlcatrazȱ occupationȱ inȱ ŗşŜşȱ promptedȱ similarȱ protestsȱ
byȱNativeȱAmericansȱacrossȱ theȱ countryǯȱ ȱTheȱ subsequentȱRedȱPowerȱ
movementȱforeverȱalteredȱtheȱwayȱtheȱnationȱperceivedȱofȱNativeȱAmericansȱ
justȱ asȱ itȱ foreverȱ changedȱ Indianȱ selfȬperceptionǯȱ ȱTheȱNativeȱAmericanȱ
painterȱFritzȱScholderȬaȱdescendantȱofȱCaliforniaȱMissionȱ Indiansȱ inȱ theȱ
Luisenoȱ tribeȬcapturedȱ theȱ spiritȱofȱ theȱnewȱcontemporaryȱ Indianȱ inȱaȱ
seriesȱofȱcontroversialȱpaintingsȱnowȱonȱdisplayȱinȱtheȱSmithsonianȱInstituteȂ
sȱ longȱawaitedȱandȱ recentlyȱopenedȱNationalȱMuseumȱofȱ theȱAmericanȱ
Indianȱ inȱWashingtonǰȱDǯCǯȱ ȱ Justȱ asȱAfricanȱAmericansȱembracedȱ theȱ ideaȱ
ofȱȃBlackȱIsȱBeautifulǰȄȱsoȱtooȱNativeȱAmericansȱexpressedȱaȱsenseȱofȱprideȱ
inȱ theirȱ traditionalȱ cultureǯȱ ȱByȱ theȱŗşŝŖsǰȱ theȱAmericanȱpublicȱnoȱ longerȱ
viewedȱitsȱindigenousȱpopulationȱtheȱsameȱasȱbeforeǯřş

 WhileȱtheȱAlcatrazȱprotestȱsymbolizedȱtheȱfirstȱofȱtheȱoneȱhundredȱ
orȱ soȱoccupationsȱ thatȱoccurredȱbetweenȱAlcatrazȱ inȱŗşŜşȱandȱ theȱLongestȱ
Walkȱ inȱ ŗşŝŞǰȱ theȱmostȱ famousȱ tookȱplaceȱ atȱWoundedȱKneeȱ inȱ ŗşŝřǯȱȱ
Theȱprotestȱ thatȱoccurredȱ inȱSouthȱDakotaȱatȱ theȱPineȱRidgeȱReservationȱ
reflectedȱ theȱculminationȱofȱaȱdecadeȱofȱdirectȱactionȱdemonstrationsǯȱ ȱTheȱ
OglalaȱLakotaȱorȱSiouxȱTribeȱthatȱlivedȱonȱtheȱreservationȱsufferedȱfromȱtheȱ
sameȱproblemsȱthatȱplaguedȱmanyȱofȱtheȱIndianȱNationsǰȱnotȱonlyȱpovertyǰȱ
alcoholismǰȱandȱ limitedȱeducationȱandȱemploymentȱopportunitiesǰȱbutȱalsoȱ
leadershipȱ corruptedȱbyȱ theȱBureauȱofȱ IndianȱAffairsǯȱ ȱRespondingȱ toȱ theȱ
controversialȱ SiouxȱTribalȱ leaderȱRichardȱWilsonǰȱ someȱŘśŖȱmembersȱofȱ aȱ
protestȱgroupȱledȱbyȱRussellȱMeansȱandȱDennisȱBanksȱandȱderivedȱfromȱtheȱ
AmericanȱIndianȱMovementȱdescendedȱonȱtheȱPineȱRidgeȱReservationȱandȱ
occupiedȱtheȱsiteȱonȱFebruaryȱŘŝǰȱŗşŝřǯȱȱOverȱtheȱnextȱtenȬweeksȱthatȱspringǰȱ
aȱ standoffȱoccurredȱbetweenȱ theȱoccupiersȱadvocatingȱRedȱPowerȱandȱ theȱ
forcesȱ loyalȱ toȱWilsonȱandȱ subsidizedȱbyȱ theȱ federalȱgovernmentǯȱ ȱCalledȱ
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WoundedȱKneeȱIIǰȱtheȱprotestȱevolvedȱintoȱaȱviolentȱsiegeȱwherebyȱtheȱtwoȱ
partiesȱ firedȱgunshotsȱatȱeachȱotherȱduringȱshootoutsȱoverȱroadblocksǯȱ ȱOnȱ
Marchȱŗŗǰȱ ŗşŝřǰȱ theȱoccupiersȱ identifiedȱ themselvesȱasȱ theȱ Independentȱ
OglalaȱNationȱandȱ inȱaȱbidȱatȱ selfȬdeterminationȱaskedȱ forȱ recognitionȱbyȱ
theȱUnitedȱNationsȱwithȱtheȱintentȱofȱsendingȱaȱdelegationȱtoȱNewȱYorkǯȱȱAȱ
fewȱdaysȱlaterȱtribalȱleadersȱextendedȱcitizenshipȱtoȱsomeȱřśŖȱpeopleȱlivingȱ
onȱtheȱreservationǯȱȱThroughoutȱitȱallȱaȱseriesȱofȱnegotiationsȱinȱwhichȱHankȱ
AdamsȱassistedȱasȱaȱgoȬbetweenȱhammeredȱoutȱanȱendȱtoȱtheȱstandoffȱthatȱ
hadȱclaimedȱtheȱlivesȱofȱtwoȱIndiansȱandȱaȱFederalȱBureauȱofȱInvestigationȱ
agentǯȱ ȱAȱ truceȱallowedȱ theȱ liftingȱofȱ theȱ siegeȱonȱMayȱşǰȱ ŗşŝřȱwithȱ theȱ
conflictȱunresolvedȱandȱWilsonȱ stillȱ inȱofficeǯȱ ȱTheȱprotestȱ revealedȱ theȱ
entrenchedȱproblemsȱfacedȱbyȱNativeȱAmericansǯŚŖ

Conclusion

 Neverthelessȱ inȱ responseȱ toȱ theȱdirectȱ actionȱprotestsȱ theȱUǯȱSǯȱ
Congressȱ reversedȱ itselfȱ onȱȃterminationȄȱandȱpassedȱ theȱ IndianȱSelfȱ
DeterminationȱandȱEducationȱAssistanceȱActȱofȱ ŗşŝśȱ thatȱgaveȱNativeȱ
Americansȱgreaterȱcontrolȱoverȱfederalȱprogramsȱonȱreservationsȱandȱofficialȱ
legalȱ statusȱ forȱ tribesǯȱ ȱHenceforthȱ tribalȱgovernmentsȱnegotiatedȱdirectlyȱ
withȱ theȱBureauȱofȱ IndianȱAffairsȱ andȱotherȱ federalȱ agenciesȱ suchȱasȱ theȱ
DepartmentȱofȱHealthǰȱEducationǰȱ andȱWelfareǯȱ ȱByȱ followingȱ theȱexampleȱ
ofȱtheȱmodernȱcivilȱrightsȱmovementȱandȱusingȱdirectȱactionȱtacticsȱtoȱrejectȱ
assimilationȱandȱinsistȱonȱtreatyȱrightsȱduringȱtheȱprotestȱeraȱofȱtheȱŗşśŖsȱtoȱ
theȱŗşŝŖsǰȱIndianȱradicalsȱhadȱforcedȱtheȱfederalȱgovernmentȱtoȱreȬevaluateȱ
IndianȱpolicyǯȱȱYetȱalsoȱbyȱworkingȱwithinȱtheȱsystemǰȱtheȱNCAIȱandȱDeloriaȱ
hadȱ strengthenedȱ theȱ legalȱpositionȱofȱ tribalȱ leadersȱwhoȱclaimedȱ theȱ
rightȱ toȱbuildȱgamingȱ facilitiesȱ suchȱasȱoffȬtrackȱbettingȱandȱbingoȱparlorsȱ
onȱ reservationsǯȱ ȱCongressȱ recognizedȱ theȱ rightȱwithȱ theȱ IndianȱGamingȱ
RegulatoryȱActȱofȱ ŗşŞŞǯȱ ȱByȱgainingȱdirectȱ accessȱ toȱ federalȱ resourcesȱandȱ
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thenȱbuildingȱgamblingȱ casinosȱonȱ tribalȱ landsǰȱ Indianȱ leadersȱ createdȱ
economicȱenginesȱ thatȱgeneratedȱproceedsȱasȱ cashȱallotmentsȱ toȱ tribalȱ
membersȱthatȱbeganȱliftingȱsomeȱNativeȱAmericansȱoutȱofȱpovertyǯŚŗ

 AȱdecadeȱafterȱDrǯȱKingȱhadȱplannedȱtheȱPoorȱPeopleȂsȱCampaignȱ
inȱŗşŜŞǰȱNativeȱAmericansȱ launchedȱ theirȱownȱLongestȱWalkȱasȱanȱappealȱ
toȱCongressǯȱ ȱ InȱMarchȱŗşŝŞȱaȱgroupȱofȱ Indiansȱaffiliatedȱwithȱ theȱRedȱ
PowerȱMovementȱ leftȱ SanȱFranciscoȱonȱaȱmarchȱ toȱWashingtonǰȱDǯȱCǯȱȱ
Theyȱarrivedȱ inȱ theȱ capitalȱ inȱ JulyȱŗşŝŞȱ intendingȱ toȱdrawȱattentionȱ toȱ theȱ
continuedȱabrogationȱofȱ IndianȱTreatiesȱandȱpersistentȱproblemsȱonȱ theȱ
reservationǯȱ ȱ Inȱplaceȱofȱ theȱdirectȱ actionȱ thatȱmarkedȱ theȱ landȱ seizuresȱ
earlierȱinȱtheȱdecadeǰȱtheȱLongestȱWalkȱreturnedȱtoȱtheȱspiritualȱmovementsȱ
ofȱtheȱpreviousȱcenturyǯȱȱNoȱviolenceȱoccurredǯȱȱInȱmanyȱwaysȱtheȱnationalȱ
debateȱhadȱmovedȱonȱtoȱconfrontȱotherȱproblemsǰȱnoȱlongerȱinterestedȱinȱtheȱ
issuesȱ raisedȱbyȱ theȱNativeȱAmericansǯȱ ȱ Inȱ theȱdecadesȱ thatȱ followedȱbriefȱ
protestsȱoccurredȱoverȱlandȱuseȱonȱreservationsȱbutȱlittleȱelseȱhasȱhappenedȱ
regardingȱIndianȱrightsǯ
 Inspiredȱbyȱ theȱ successȱofȱAfricanȱAmericansȱ inȱ theȱ civilȱ rightsȱ
movementǰȱotherȱminoritiesȱorganizedȱdirectȱ actionȱprotestȱmovementsȱ toȱ
achieveȱ theirȱobjectivesǯȱ ȱWhileȱdistinctiveȱ inȱ theirȱownȱwayǰȱ theȱStudentȱ
Movementǰȱ theȱWomenȂsȱMovementǰȱ theȱGayȱRightsȱMovementǰȱ andȱ theȱ
ChicanoȱMovementȱ followedȱsimilarȱ strategiesȱandȱ trajectoriesȱ toȱgainȱ
equalȱ accessȱ toȱ theȱAmericanȱ systemǯȱ ȱOnlyȱ theȱModernȱAmericanȱ Indianȱ
Movementȱrejectedȱassimilationȱasȱitsȱprimaryȱobjectiveǰȱinsteadȱusingȱdirectȱ
actionȱ toȱhighlightȱviolationsȱofȱ treatiesȱandȱ toȱ forceȱaȱ changeȱ inȱ federalȱ
Indianȱpolicyǯȱ ȱ JustȱasȱwithȱAfricanȱAmericansǰȱwomenǰȱgaysȱandȱ lesbiansǰȱ
andȱChicanosǰȱ theseȱprotestsȱ alteredȱpublicȱperceptionsȱaboutȱAmericanȱ
Indiansǯȱ ȱWhenȱcombinedȱwithȱanȱȃinsideȬoutsideȄȱ strategyȱdesignedȱ toȱ
workȱ theȱ systemȱ forȱ theȱexternalȱgainȱofȱ selfȬdeterminationǰȱ theȱModernȱ
Americanȱ IndianȱMovementȱaccomplishedȱmanyȱofȱ itsȱgoalsǯȱ ȱSecuringȱ theȱ
rightȱ toȱnegotiateȱ treatiesȱempoweredȱ tribalȱ leadersȱwhoȱ throughȱaccessȱ toȱ
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federalȱresourcesȱdevelopedȱstrategiesȱtoȱtackleȱpovertyȱandȱotherȱproblemsȱ
onȱ theȱ reservationǰȱ therebyȱhelpingȱAmericanȱ Indiansȱ controlȱ theirȱownȱ
affairsǯ
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UniversityȱofȱNorthȱCarolinaȱPressǰȱŗşşşǼǰȱquotationȱonȱŗřŞǯ

ŘŘǯȱTheȱUnitedȱStatesȱSupremeȱCourtȱrulingȱinȱtheȱArizonaȱcaseǰȱHarrisonȱvǯȱLaveenǰȱŜŝȱArizonaȱřřŝǰȱ
ŗşŜȱPǯŘdȱŚśŜȱǻŗşŚŞǼǰȱshiftedȱtheȱ tideǰȱresultingȱ inȱ theȱenfranchisementȱofȱŚŖǰŖŖŖȱNativeȱAmericanȱ
votersǯȱȱSeeȱalsoȱOlsonǰȱedǯǰȱEncyclopediaȱofȱAmericanȱIndianȱCivilȱRightsǰȱřŝŗȬŝřǯ

ŘřǯȱTheȱŗŞśŗȱFortȱLaramieȱtreatyȱrecognizedȱlandȱholdingsȱofȱŗŘȱmillionȱacresȱclaimedȱbyȱtheȱThreeȱ
AffiliatedȱTribesȱbutȱ thatȱhadȱbeenȱreducedȱ toȱonlyȱŗȱmillionȱacresȱafterȱ theȱdamȂsȱconstructionǯȱȱ
OnȱTillieȱWalkerȱ seeȱDanielȱMǯȱCobbǰȱNativeȱActivismȱ inȱColdȱWarȱAmericaǱȱTheȱStruggleȱ forȱ
Sovereigntyȱ ǻLawrenceǱȱUniversityȱPressȱofȱKansasǰȱ ŘŖŖŞǼǰȱ ŗśŞǲȱTroyȱ Johnsonǰȱ JoaneȱNagelǰȱ andȱ
DuaneȱChampagneǰȱedsǯǰȱAmericanȱIndianȱActivismǱȱAlcatrazȱtoȱtheȱLongestȱWalkȱǻUrbanaǱȱUniversityȱ
ofȱIllinoisȱPressǰȱŗşşŝǼǰȱŗŘȬŗřǯ

ŘŚǯȱCobbǰȱNativeȱActivismȱ inȱColdȱWarȱAmericaǰȱ ŞȬŗřǰȱ řŖȬřŗǰȱ śşȬŜŖǰȱonȱȃinsideȬoutsideȄȱ strategyȱ
seeȱŗŘŜǯȱ ȱUǯȱSǯȱHouseȱofȱRepresentativesȱConcurrentȱResolutionȱŗŖŞȱputȱ theȱ federalȱpolicyȱofȱ
ȃterminationȄȱintoȱlawǰȱanȱactȱdesignedȱtoȱuseȱassimilationȱofȱIndiansȱintoȱtheȱsystemȱandȱtherebyȱ
endȱtheȱspecialȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱIndiansȱandȱtheȱfederalȱgovernmentȱmaintainedȱthroughȱtheȱ
BureauȱofȱIndianȱAffairsǰȱtribalȱgovernmentsȱandȱreservationsǯȱȱNotȱuntilȱaȱcongressionalȱomnibusȱ
actȱinȱŗşŞŞȱdidȱtheȱfederalȱgovernmentȱformallyȱendȱtheȱpolicyǯȱȱSeeȱȃTerminationȄȱinȱOlsonǰȱedǯǰȱȱ
EncyclopediaȱofȱAmericanȱIndianȱRightsǰȱřŚŚȬŚśǯ

Řśǯȱ FirstȱThomȱquotationȱappearsȱ inȱCharlesȱWilkinsonǰȱBloodȱStruggleǱȱTheȱRiseȱ ofȱModernȱ Indianȱ
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NationsȱǻNewȱYorkǱȱWǯȱWǯȱNortonǰȱŘŖŖśǼǰȱŗŗŗǯȱȱSecondȱThomȱquotationȱappearsȱinȱJamesȱWilsonǰȱ
TheȱEarthȱShallȱWeepǱȱAȱHistoryȱofȱNativeȱAmericaȱǻNewȱYorkǱȱAtlanticȱMonthlyǰȱŗşşŞǼǰȱřŞşǯ

ŘŜǯȱSeeȱJackȱLǯȱLandauǰȱȃEmptyȱVictoriesǱȱIndianȱTreatyȱFishingȱRightsȱinȱtheȱPacificȱNorthwestǰȄȱinȱ
JohnȱRǯȱWunderǰȱedǯǰȱRecentȱLegalȱIssuesȱforȱAmericanȱIndiansǰȱŗşŜŞȱtoȱtheȱPresentȱǻNewȱYorkǱȱGarlandȱ
PublishingǰȱŗşşŜǼǰȱŜřȬŗŖŜǰȱandȱotherȱvolumesȱ inȱWunderȂsȱseriesȱwithȱGarlandǯȱ ȱPuyallupȱTribeȱvǯȱ
DepartmentȱofȱGameȱofȱWashingtonǰȱřşŗȱUǯSǯȱřşŘȱǻŗşŜŞǼǯ

ŘŝǯȱOnȱ theȱTaosȱPueblosȱ seeȱ Johnsonȱetȱ alǰȱ edsǯǰȱAmericanȱ IndianȱActivismǰȱ ŗŝǰȱ andȱalsoȱ theȱessayȱ
byȱVineȱDeloriaǰȱJrǯǰȱȃAlcatrazǰȱActivismǰȱandȱAccommodationǰȄȱppǯȱŚśȬśŗǯȱ ȱDeloriaȱobservedȱthatȱ
ȃTheȱadministrationȱappearedȱtoȱbeȱgenuinelyȱinterestedȱinȱcorrectingȱwrongsȱsufferedȱbyȱIndianȱ
peopleǰȱandȱaȱgeneralȱairȱofȱeuphoriaȱdevelopedȱduringȱtheȱfirstȱyearȱofȱtheȱNixonȱadministrationǰȄȱ
seeȱhisȱBehindȱtheȱTrailȱofȱBrokenȱTreatiesǰȱřŜȬřŝǯ

ŘŞǯȱFlorenceȱMarsȱwithȱtheȱassistanceȱofȱLynnȱEdenǰȱWitnessȱinȱPhiladelphiaȱǻBatonȱRougeǱȱȱLouisianaȱ
StateȱUniversityȱPressǰȱ ŗşŝŝǼǰȱ Řŗşǲȱ thereȱappearsȱ toȱbeȱnoȱ lettersȱbetweenȱMartinȱLutherȱKingǰȱ
JrǯǰȱandȱNativeȱAmericanȱ leadersȱ inȱ theȱpublishedȱseriesǰȱClayborneȱCarsonǰȱeditorǰȱTheȱPapersȱofȱ
MartinȱLutherȱKingǰȱJrǯǰȱVolumesȱŗȬśǰȱǻBerkeleyǱȱUniversityȱofȱCaliforniaȱPressǰȱŘŖŖśǼǯ

ŘşǯȱOnȱtheȱ intersectionȱofȱ Indianȱactivistsȱandȱtheȱcivilȱ rightsȱmovementǰȱseeȱ theȱgroundbreakingȱ
studyȱbyȱCobbǰȱNativeȱActivismȱ inȱColdȱWarȱAmericaǰȱ especiallyȱChapterȱSevenǰȱ ȃManyȱRoadsǯȄȱȱ
ThomȱquotationȱonȱŗŜŚǯȱ ȱVineȱDeloriaǰȱ JrǯǰȱCusterȱDiedȱForȱYourȱSinsǱȱAnȱ IndianȱManifestoȱ ǻNewȱ
YorkǱȱMacmillanǰȱ ŗşŜşǼǰȱ ŗŞřǯȱ ȱWithȱaȱ freeȱmarketȱorientationǰȱDeloriaȱpromotedȱ tribalȱ financialȱ
independenceǰȱencouragingȱIndiansȱtoȱshiftȱresourcesȱoutȱofȱtheȱUǯȱSǯȱTreasuryȱandȱintoȱtheȱstockȱ
marketǯ

řŖǯȱCobbǰȱNativeȱActivismȱinȱColdȱWarȱAmericaǰȱAbernathyȱquotedȱonȱŗŜŜǰȱThomȱonȱŗŜŝǰȱAdamsȱonȱŗŜşǯ

řŗǯȱRalphȱDavidȱAbernathyǰȱAndȱ theȱWallsȱCameȱTumblingȱDownǱȱAnȱAutobiographyȱ ǻNewȱYorkǱȱ
HarperȱǭȱRowǰȱŗşŞşǼǰȱ śŗŗȬŗŚǲȱ asȱ theȱhousingȱonȱ theȱmallȱ filledȱupǰȱmanyȱNativeȱAmericansȱ
encampedȱinȱaȱnearbyȱchurchȱshelterǯȱ ȱCobbǰȱNativeȱActivismȱ inȱColdȱWarȱAmericaǰȱŗŝŚȱ includesȱaȱ
mapȱthatȱshowsȱtheȱregionsȱofȱtheȱcountryȱfromȱwhichȱtheȱparticipantsȱcameǯȱ

řŘǯȱSeeȱNewȱYorkȱTimesǰȱMayȱřŖǰȱŗşŜŞǰȱwhichȱreportedǰȱȃAtȱleastȱŚȱwindowsȱbrokenȱatȱtheȱSupremeȱ
Courtȱ todayȱasȱangryȱdemonstratorsȱ fromȱ theȱPoorȱPeopleȂsȱCampaignȱ forcedȱ theirȱwayȱ intoȱ
theȱbuildingǯȄȱ ȱCobbǰȱNativeȱActivismȱinȱColdȱWarȱAmericaǰȱŗŝşȬŞŗǲȱAbernathyǰȱAndȱtheȱWallsȱCameȱ
TumblingȱDownǰȱśŗşȬŘŖǯ

řřǯȱCobbǰȱNativeȱActivismȱinȱColdȱWarȱAmericaǰȱŗŞŞȬşŘǰȱDeloriaȱquoteȱonȱŗŞřǲȱNewȱYorkȱTimesǰȱJuneȱŘŖǰȱ
ŘřǰȱŘŚǰȱŘśǰȱŗşŜŞǯȱȱTheȱlongȱroadȱofȱappealsȱinȱtheȱWashingtonȱstateȱcaseǰȱPuyallupȱTribeȱvǯȱDepartmentȱ
ofȱGameǰȱ resultedȱ inȱ theȱhighȱ courtȱ recognizingȱ theȱ Indiansȱhadȱneverȱ surrenderedȱ theirȱ fishingȱ
rightsȱwhenȱnegotiatingȱ treatyȱ cessionsȱofȱoffȬreservationȱ landsǯȱ ȱ SeeȱȃFishingȄȱ inȱOlsonǰȱ edǯǰȱ
EncyclopediaȱofȱAmericanȱIndianȱCivilȱRightsǰȱŗřŗȬřřǯ

řŚǯȱDonaldȱLǯȱFixicoǰȱTheȱUrbanȱ IndianȱExperienceȱ inȱAmericaȱ ǻAlbuquerqueǱȱUniversityȱofȱNewȱ
MexicoȱPressǰȱŘŖŖŖǼǲȱOnȱAIMȱandȱARPMȱseeȱJohnsonǰȱetǯȱalǰȱedsǯǰȱAmericanȱIndianȱActivismǰȱřŘȬřşǰȱ
andȱforȱaȱthoughtfulȱselfȬanalysisǰȱseeȱKarrenȱBairdȬOlsonǰȱȃReflectionsȱofȱanȱAIMȱActivistǱȱȱHasȱItȱ
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AllȱBeenȱWorthȱItǵȄȱonȱppǯȱŘŘśȬŚŗǯ

řśǯȱNewȱYorkȱTimesǰȱNovemberȱŘŗǰȱ ŗşŜşǰȱheadlinedȱ itsȱ articleǰȱ ȃIndianȱGroupȱStakesȱaȱClaimȱToȱ
AlcatrazȄȱwithȱtheȱarticleȱnotingȱthatȱ theȱNativeȱAmericanȱactivistsȱȃreportedlyȱplanȱtoȱestablishȱ
aȱ centerȱ forȱnativeȱAmericanȱ studiesȄȱonȱ theȱ islandǯȱ ȱ Seeȱalsoȱ Johnsonǰȱ etȱ alǰȱ edsǯǰȱAmericanȱ
IndianȱActivismǰȱ ŘśȬŘŞǰȱ andȱonȱpageȱŘŚȱ theȱquotationȱofȱaȱSiouxȬRichardȱMcKenzieȬwhoȱhadȱ
participatedȱ inȱ theȱŗşŜŚȱoccupationȱofȱAlcatrazȱandȱȃrecognizedȱ theȱuniquenessȱofȱ theȱ Indianȱ
situationȱasȱopposedȱtoȱtheȱcivilȱrightsȱmovementǯȱȱHeȱsaidǰȱȁKneelȬInsǰȱSitȬInsǰȱSleepȬInsǰȱEatȬInsǰȱ
PrayȬInsȱ likeȱ theȱNegroesȱdoǰȱwouldnȂtȱhelpȱusǯȱ ȱWeȱwouldȱhaveȱ toȱoccupyȱ theȱgovernmentȱ
buildingsȱbeforeȱthingsȱwouldȱchangeǯȂȄ

řŜǯȱJohnsonǰȱetȱalǰȱedsǯǰȱAmericanȱIndianȱActivismǰȱŗŖŚȬŗŘǯ

řŝǯȱJohnsonǰȱetȱalǰȱedsǯǰȱAmericanȱIndianȱActivismǰȱŘŞȬřŖǯ

řŞǯȱNewȱYorkȱTimesǰȱ JuneȱŗŘǰȱŗşŝŗǲȱSeeȱJohnȱGarveyȱandȱTroyȱJohnsonǰȱȃTheȱGovernmentȱandȱtheȱ
IndiansǱȱTheȱAmericanȱ IndianȱOccupationȱofȱAlcatrazȱ Islandǰȱ ŗşŜşȬŝŗȄȱ inȱ Johnsonǰȱ etȱ alǰȱ edsǯǰȱ
AmericanȱIndianȱActivismǰȱŗśřȬŞśǯ

řşǯȱAnȱexpressionȱofȱRedȱPrideȱmayȱbeȱ foundȱ inȱChapterȱŗŖǰȱ ȃIndiansȱandȱModernȱSocietyǰȄȱ inȱ
DeloriaǰȱCusterȱDiedȱForȱYourȱSinsǰȱŘŘśȬŚŘǯ

ŚŖǯȱSeeȱtheȱopȬedȱpieceȱbyȱAlvinȱMǯȱJosephȱJrǯǰȱȃWhatȱtheȱIndiansȱWantȱatȱWoundedȱKneeȱandȱallȱ
thatǷȄȱNewȱYorkȱTimesǰȱMarchȱŗŞǰȱŗşŝřǲȱChurchillȱandȱWallǰȱAgentsȱofȱRepressionǯ

Śŗǯȱ SeeȱentriesȱonȱGamingǰȱ Instituteȱ forȱ theȱDevelopmentȱofȱ IndianȱLawǰȱandȱVineȱDeloriaǰȱ Jrǯȱ inȱ
OlsonǰȱedǯǰȱEncyclopediaȱofȱAmericanȱIndianȱCivilȱRightsǰȱŗŖŖȬŗŖŗǰȱŗŚŚȬŚŜǰȱŗşŗȬşŘǯ


