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Rural extension - is back on the agenda

compiled by Sylvia Brunold and Daniel Roduner,
Agridea

Worries about food security, rising food prices and
climate change have brought back rural development
and agriculture on the agenda of the international de-
velopment cooperation and thus agricultural develop-
ment is profiting of rising investments. If agriculture
needs to feed more people at reasonable prices and
drive economic change then this has to be within the
challenges of adapting and mitigating climate change.
If thiswill be the future scenario what will be the role
of extension (.. .or agricultural/rural advisory services
or agricultural innovation systems___ asit is caled at
present) within the agricultural system for responding
the key challenges of mankind in the future.

Frank Hartwich, SHL

We asked severd international experts about their ex-
perience and opinion to contribute to the actual de-
bate on extension and rural services.

Frank Hartwich from Swiss College of Zollikofen and
Anne van den Ban from Wageningen took time to an-
swer our question directly, other experts contributed
with articles (see also: Andrew Barlett: Real World
Extension). Bits and pieces from the contributions of
E Hartwich and A.W. van den Ban were re-arranged
and shaped in order to give some answers to a set of
guestions.

A.W. van den Ban

Looking back at 10 years of rural development®. What were key issues? What dreams did (not) come true?

Thekey issuesin rura development during the 20-
zero years are centred towards the economic improve-
ment of farmers - including disadvantaged farmers.
This implicates amore important role for the privete
sector and the development of vaue chainsto re-
duce subsstence levels and increase farm household
incomes. The importance of bio-energy and dimate
change impacts was unexpected 10 years ago.
Important changes were obsarved at the development
policy levd: Rurd and agricultural development is
back on the agenda (i.e. World Development Report
2008); the specific role of small-holder agriculture

in development is acknowledged (IAASTD report)
and philanthropy discovered the topic (BMGF and
others)..

For along time the mgjor god of agricultura extenson was
to teach farmers to use production technologies which in-
crease the production per haand per animal. This god was
widdy redized epecidly in the Green Revolution in Eagt and
South Asa

One result was that the World Market Price Index for agri-
cultura commodities decreasad between 1960 and 2000 with
about 60%.

Which did not incresse the income of most farmers and one
redized, that the maority of the people who had to survive
on less than one dollar aday where smd| farmers and farm
labourers in developing countries

Also the large difference in income between these people and
the population of rich countries endangered the socid stabil-
ity in our world.

" A.Wvanden Ban: | will talk mainly about rural extension services. Theseareatool of government, farmers unions, NGOsand c
mercial companiestorealizetheir policy goals. Themost important goalsareusually to ensurefood security for a growing popu
reducerural poverty and to empower farmersto influencerural developmentintheir environment.
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Participatory research, extenson and development did
not make a big difference; nor did the focus on rura
livelihoods. It resulted in better understanding, but
rura poverty did not reduce
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Therefore the UN formulated in 2000 Millennium Develop-
ment Gods on the need to decrease this and other gaps and
is now trying to find ways to redize these gods

Increesingly one redizes that agricultural research and exten-
sion should play an important role in this process and that a
mistake of past policies has been the decrease in the invest-
ments in agriculturd development.

What happened with the rural serviceswithin thelast 10 years?
"Whet were key issues? What dreamsdid (not) cometrue?

Thekey issueswithin the sarvice sector dso relate to
the role of the private sector (i.e. how to privetize rura
advisory sarvices 7). Experiments with the voucher
system, contracting farming, knowledge-brokers, and

farmer field schools were undertaken. A main indgght is

that not one concept fitsdl and a new understanding
of the role of communication and networking needs to
be discussd.

Other (multiple) players have entered the sceneand
enforced the need for plurdistic approaches.

The linear modd of ressarch - extenson - farmer
adoption has been buried, T& V is dead.

To alarge extent agricultural advisory services yet did
not ddiver what they are supposed to ddiver, that is
knowledge and technology that improves rurd liveli-
hoods. And NGOs or private sector did not provide
themissng eements.

What is the status quo?

The co-exigence of different gpproaches and different
advisory packages by arange of dready exidting play-
ers. Savices to remote upland are less rendered then
before.

Agriculturd extenson did not have the expected impact on
agricultural production in Africa For instance the cered
yields per haincreased in East Adaand the Pedific between
1960 and 2005 with over 200% and in Sub-Saharan Africa
with only 10%. There is not yet an agreement about the
causss of thislack of successful agriculturd development in
Africa, but causss which are mentioned include:

1. lack of coordination between the different policy
instruments,

2. lack of adjustment of extension messages,
3. lack of motivation of the extenson g4,
4. |lack of competence of the research and extenson 94T,

5. lack of joint active learning processes between farmers, re-
searchers and extension agents

6. lack of vocationd agricultural education for (future)
farmers.

In Africaalow proportion of the government budget was
used to promote agricultural development, partly because
urban citizen had more political power than farmers

Now an increesing number of policy makers redizes that
we do not only have to increase the knowledge of farmers

of modern production technologies, but dso help them to
adjug their farming sysem to new market opportunities,
caused by the increasing demand for food locdly and in glo-
ba markets and recently dso for bio fuds

Theinterest of policy makersto invest in agricultural re-
search and extenson is growing.

Redlizing these market opportunities does require achange
in farming systems towards more production of high vaue
cropsand animals.

Not yet many people redize that extenson on farming
sysems towards more production of high vaue cropsre-
quire a different gpproach than extenson on production
technologies.
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Thevidon for 20207?

Food will remain ahigh vaue and bio-energy becomes
of increased vaue, but dso of athreat.

A focus on rural poverty reduction is needed. In com-
bination with climate change compensation mecha
nisms remote areas may gain certain profit.

A.W. van den Ban

Changing the farming sysem may often be risky and may re-
quire changesin the whole way of live of the farm family.

Therefore the role of the extension agent becomes more to
develop the entrepreneurship among their farmers to help
them to recognize the new opportunities in the market and
to make use of these opportunitiesin away which helpstheir
family to redize their gods.

Theinterest isincreasng in innovation sysems, which area
way to help understand how the process of innovation takes
place.

Innovation sudies show that for successful change it is dso
needed the whole socid and economic environment of these
farms. | hope that these ideas will soon bewiddy used in ag-
riculturd research and extenson organizations.

However, much less attention is given to increasing la-

bour productivity in agriculture, whereas in thisway a
grester contribution is possible to reducing rural poverty.
Therefore much more attention must be given to off farm
opportunities.

It isdso dear that with economic growth the proportion of
the labour force which can find employment in agriculture
decreases



