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Abstrak: Penelitian ini fokus pada pengajaran intonasi bahasa Inggris yang
menggunakan Jazz Chants sebagai teknik mengajar. Tujuan melakukan
penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui apakah Jazz Chants efektif untuk
mengajarkan intonasi untuk siswa kelas lima sekolah dasar. Penelitian
dilakukan dalam bentuk penelitian pra eksperimental pada pengajaran
intonasi dengan menggunakan Jazz Chants. Teknik pengukuran yang
digunakan, khusus untuk mengukur prestasi siswa dan dilakukan melalui tes
berbicara. Berdasarkan analisis data, ditemukan bahwa ukuran efektifitas
dari penelitian ini adalah 1,03. Sebelum pengajaran, nilai rata-rata pre-test
adalah 62,22, dikategorikan sebagai rata-rata yang rendah. Setelah mereka
menerima pengajaran, nilai rata-rata post test meningkat menjadi 70,22.
Hasilnya nilai siswa post-test lebih baik dari pre-test. Ini berarti bahwa ada
peningkatan prestasi siswa sebelum dan setelah pengajaran.
Kata Kunci: Intonasi Inggris, Jazz Chants, Efektif
Abstract: This research is focus on teaching English intonation that use
Jazz chants as a teaching technique. The aim of conducting this research is
to know whether jazz chants is effective to teach intonation to the fifth grade
students of elementary school. The researcher conducted a pre experimental
study on teaching English intonation using jazz chants. The measurement
technique was used specifically to measure the students’ achievement and it
was done through speaking test. Based on data analysis, it is found that the
effect size of this research is 1.03. Before the treatment the mean score of
pre-test (62.22) is categorizes as poor to average. After they received the
treatment the mean score of the post test increases to 70.22. The result the
students post-test is better than pre-test. It means that there is an
improvement in students’ achievement.
Keywords: English Intonation, Jazz Chants, Effective

I

ntonation is an important part of pronunciation. Sabbadini (2006:3)
summarized that there are kinds of intonation rules for a particular type of
sentence. In this case it discussed two types, falling intonation (
) and rising
intonation (
). The speaker used falling intonation in some particular sentence,
for example; in wh- (what, where, who, when, why and how) questions and in
giving statements. The speaker used rising intonation in some particular
sentences, for example; in yes/no question and in answering yes/no questions.
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As experienced by the teacher of SD Negeri 36 Pontianak Selatan, she
found the students’ difficulty in pronouncing a word with the right intonation.
Students are asked to pronounce a word that means happy but students are
expressing it with a flat intonation. For example, the word "Great!", in fact the
word is used with an expression of pleasure or a high intonation, but in reality
students often ignore the use of the right intonation.
Based on the Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP) 2006,
standard competence of English teaching speaking skills to the fifth grade students
of Elementary School is learning of a simple instruction and information in school
context. According to the basic competence, students are required to express
asking and giving information which covers: offers for help, gives a help, offers
some things and gives something. In this design, the researcher focused on offers
to help and offers some things as the material in teaching.
In this research the technique that the researcher used is Jazz Chant for
teaching pronunciation, especially intonation part. Russell (2006:3) states, “There
is no doubt that chanting works both to memorize lexis and improve
pronunciation (particularly on the level of stress and intonation).” A Jazz chant is
part of chanting which has the rhythm which links to the brain and memory. Thus,
Jazz Chants provides an innovative and exciting way to improve students’ English
intonation while reinforcing the language structures of daily situation.
The researcher used Jazz Chant technique in teaching rising and falling
English intonation which focused on offers to help and offers some things as the
material in teaching, in order to know whether it is effective for teaching falling
and rising English intonation to the 5A grade students of SD Negeri 36 Pontianak
Selatan in a creative way and help them learn to pronounce the words with the
right intonation.
In this study, researchers just focus on intonation. It was done based on the
results of discussions between researchers and teachers in the school. Curriculum
for English lessons, especially elementary schools, students are not in demand to
master the pronunciation as a whole. They are just expected to distinguish the
types of sentences, namely interrogative sentence and sentence for response. Thus,
researchers teach intonation in order make students knowing the type of sentence
correctly.
Intonation encompasses the moments which speaker change pitch, it
enables to express surprise, pleasure, disappointment, irony, excitement and other
feelings. Intonation is crucial for communication. It is also a largely unconscious
mechanism, and as such, a complex aspect of pronunciation. It is no surprise that
many teachers do not feel confident about tackling it in the classroom. When
teaching grammar or lexis, usually find ways of making the language accessible to
students, but especially for intonation itself, there is no such a course book to
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guide students in speaking with the proper intonation. On the other hands, as we
know that incorrect intonation can result in misunderstanding, speaking losing
interest or even taking offence (Lindsay, 2000).
Therefore, Sabbadini (2006:3) summarized that there are such kind of
intonation rules for a particular type of sentence. In this case, five types of
sentences which lead to certain intonation as follows:
1. Wh- word questions
falling intonation
Wh-questions (i.e. questions that begin with interrogative words such as who,
what, where, when, how, why...) require falling intonation.
Example: Where do you live?
What are you doing?
When are you going on holiday?
Why is she late?
How are you?
How much is it?
2. Yes/No questions
rising intonation
Example: Coming?
Are you coming?
Are you happy?
3. Statements
falling intonation
Statements and answers have falling intonation
Example: Coming.
I’m coming.
Yes, I’m coming.
I am.
4. Question-Tags
‘chat’ with falling intonation
‘Check’ with rising intonation
Intonation on question tags depends on their communicative function.
a. Rising intonation is used the speaker is not very sure about the
information and wants to check. In such cases, question tags serve to
ask for information with no specific expectation or certainty about the
answer.
Example:
You’re Mexican, aren’t you?
That’s the station over there, isn’t it?
b. Falling intonation is used when the speaker expects the listener to
confirm a given piece of information. In such cases, question tags are
meant to verify the validity of given information, that is, they count as
requests for confirmation.
Example:
That’s his sister, isn’t it?
You can drive back home alone, can’t you?
5. Command Clause
rising intonation
Example:
Let’s go!
Go on!
Get out!
6. Communicative functions
rising intonation
To attract somebody’s attention or to express offering, rising intonation is
used.
Example:
Hello?
Anne?
Can I help you?
Excuse me?
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Some types of falling tone the researcher used in research, wh- questions,
giving statement and giving information. For rising tone the researcher used in
research, yes/no question and command clause.
In this research, jazz chant are based on a combination of repetition and
learned response. Initially the students should repeat by the lines of the chant
following a model provided by the video, and then the teacher demonstrated how
to practice it to students. It is enabling students to move from the formal structure
of the chant to an informal classroom improvisation that is using what they have
learned in a situational context.
Three points to remember about Jazz Chants according Graham, (2006:1).
a. A jazz chants must use real language. A jazz chants is a rhythmic expression
of natural language which links the rhythms of spoken American English to
the rhythms of traditional American jazz. The rhythm, stress and intonation
pattern of the chant should be an exact replica of what the student would hear
from an educated native speaker in natural conversation. Examples of jazz
chants are best made when using jazz music while speaking. Using short
phrases and putting emphasis on certain words while the music is playing will
make jazz chants an effective learning tool. “What’s your name?” is real
language. “What is your name?” is not real language, because no one
American really talks like this in daily conversation.
b. A jazz chants must have useful language. A jazz chants is a fragment of
authentic language presented with special attention to its natural rhythm. It is
important to remember that jazz chanting is not like rapping, nursery rhymes,
or songs, which distort the spoken language for poetic effect. The rhythm,
stress, and intonation pattern of the chant should be a model of what the
student would hear from a native speaker in natural conversation. A jazz
chants can be constructed by anyone and is taught by emphasizing natural
stress and intonation. Jazz Chants provide an innovative and exciting way to
improve students’ speaking and listening comprehension skills while
reinforcing the language structures of everyday situation. For example create
chants to reinforce grammar and vocabulary.
c. A jazz chants must be appropriate language (relevant to the age group and its
level). As to the learners’ age, the youngest children usually appreciate simple songs
with many repetitions which are full of concrete nouns and verbs being easy to
imagine and close to their range of vocabulary in their mother tongue. They like to
see pictures or some objects while singing the songs, mainly during the learning
stage, and they often love songs with possible movements (Head and Shoulders).
When working with young learners, teachers should include things the children are
familiar with such as animals, food, and classroom items. In this research, the
researcher use words which are related things at school.

Based on Graham (2006) said that the advantages of Jazz Chant are:
a. Rhythm and Intonation. A jazz chants is useful tool for working on the sound
system of English, and in particular for developing and ear for the correct
stress and intonation patterns of the spoken language. In addition, jazz chants
is not a poetic distortion such as rapping or a nursery rhyme.
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b. Grammar and Vocabulary. Jazz chants used to reinforce grammar, to develop
and practice vocabulary, and to practice the patterns of everyday
conversation. In addition, jazz chants focused on some of more common areas
of both grammar and vocabulary as to reinforce the kinds of languages
needed by young learner. The teacher must have specific goal when teaching
using jazz chants, for example create chants to reinforce grammar on teaching
simple present tense with special attention to the difficult third person
singular e, es, ies endings. For example:
He speaks English.
He studies English every day.
He watches channel English every night.
c. Memorization. Chanting is a powerful aid to memory. The jazz chants seem
to speak directly to the brain. Using rhythm to introduce new vocabulary
offers students a very fast track for learning. Because of the enjoyment in
doing chanting, it is possible to include multiple repetition or words and
phrases without the drudgery of repetitive drills. Thus, this is also aids
memorization.
The researcher found out using rhythms that is found in jazz chant is a fun
and ideal way to entertain learners while teaching some English expressions. In
the application the teacher can demonstrate some rhythmic patterns to use when
singing simple statements and questions. Jazz chant is effective in teaching
English intonation because jazz chant is the sound of an educated native speaker
in natural conversation and it has the rhythm with the relevant syllable. The
students learned how listen and repeat the sounds, the stress, and the rhythm and
the intonation patterns, here exactly in intonation.
METHOD
The appropriate method to be used in this research is Pre experimental
Design or single group pretest and posttest design. According to Cohen et al
(2005: 212), “In experimental design, there are three stages of research procedures
that conducted by the researcher. The first stage is signed as O1 that implies the
value of pretest. The second stage is signed as X that implies the treatment of
teaching and the last stage is signed as O2 that implies the value of posttest.”
Experimental method is a method for research to establish causal relationships
between variables, on one outcome to test the hypotheses regarding the causation.
The study was conducted in SD Negeri 36 Pontianak Selatan. The study
population was all students in five grade students of SD Negeri 36 Pontianak
Selatan in academic year 2012/2013, which is consist 34 students. In this study,
the researcher used a group sample specified by the teacher. Based on the
regulations, the teacher selects 5A as the experimental class where the class has
18 students.
In this research, the researcher used performance test in form of dialogue by
using jazz chant technique to increase students’ pronunciation exactly in
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intonation part. The researcher use recorder to record all of students’ conversation
while practice. Then, the researcher transcribed the conversation based on
phonetic transcribing. The tool should be valid and reliable to collect the data of
the research.
a. Validity Test
According to Muijs (2004) Validity refers to whether or not the content of
the manifest variables is right to measure the latent concept that we are trying to
measure. The knowledge requirement of this research is identifying falling and
rising intonation in saying the words. From the requirement of validity of the test,
the test is constructed based on the criteria and type of sentences that need be
increased in this research.
b. Reliability of The Test
Regarding to the table of specification below, the test which given to the
students are reliable because it is consistent to measure the students’ falling and
rising English intonation.
Table of Specification
Table 1 Pre Test
Students
A

Dialogue
Hi, Sena.

Criteria
Falling Intonation

B

Hi, Ardy.

Falling Intonation

A

Do you want to go to
canteen?
Yes. What happen
Ardy?
May I join with you?
Yes, sure!
Really?
Let’s go!
Alright.
Go now!

Rising Intonation

Type of Sentences
Communicative functions/
Attract somebody.
Communicative functions/
Attract somebody
Yes/No Question

Falling Intonation

Wh-word Question

Rising Intonation
Rising Intonation
Rising Intonation
Rising Intonation
Falling Intonation
Rising Intonation

Yes/No Question
Giving Statement.
Yes/No Question
Command Clause
Command Clause
Command Clause

B
A
B
A
B
A
B

Symbol

Table 2 Post Test
Students
A

Dialogue
Hi, Meta.

Criteria
Falling Intonation

B

Hi, Dyla.

Falling Intonation

Symbol

Type of Sentences
Communicative functions/
Attract somebody.
Communicative functions/
Attract somebody
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A

Are you busy now?

Rising Intonation

Yes/No Question

B

No.
What
Dyla?

Falling Intonation

Wh-word Question

Rising Intonation

Yes/No Question

Rising Intonation
Falling Intonation

Giving Statement.
Giving Statement

Rising Intonation

Yes/No Question

Falling Intonation
Falling Intonation

Giving Statement.
Giving Statement

happen

A
Can I borrow your pen?
B
A
B
A
B

Yes, sure!
I want to fill the form
in the magazine.
Can
I
see
your
magazine?
Yes, after I read it.
Thank you.

Technique of data analysis is necessary in order the results of test
related to the problems of this research. There is an analysis employed by the
writer, that is: Analysis of Effect Size.
Formula:
 x1  x 1

2

St=
Sp =
d=

n

 x 2  x 2 

2

Sc =

n

nt  1St 2  nc  1Sc 2
nt  nc
Xt  Xc
Sp

(Cohen cited in Thalheimer and Cook, 2002)
Description:
d
= Effect size of the independent variable on the dependent variable
Xc
= mean of Post test
= mean of Pre test
Xt
Sp
= the standard deviation
n
= the total number of students
nc
= the total number of students who participated in Post test
nt
= the total number of students who participated in Pre test
= standard deviation of posttest score
Sc
= standard deviation of pretest score
St
x1  x1  = the sum of score minus mean score of Pretest
 x2  x 2  = the sum of score minus mean score of Posttest
The researcher had provided the criteria of Effect Size (d) based on Cohen
cited in Becker (2000:3). The qualification of Effect Size (d) can be categorized by
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small effective if the score 0 < d ≤ 0,2, medium effective 0,2 < d ≤ 0,8 if the score,
and large effective d > 0,8 if the score .
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
a. Findings
The researcher deeply presents the research findings based on some
analysis that have been done. Also, in this part, the writer presents some
discussions concerning what he has done during the research. Its purpose is to
know the students achievement of material that have
have been taught. The result, tthe
mean score of students’ achievement is 62.22. Then, the
the mean score of students
students’
achievement is 70.22. The effect size of the test (ES) is 1.03. Since the value is
higher than 0.8, it’s categorized as large effective.
100
90

88

80

76

70

70.22

60
50
40

62.22

Minimum Score

60

Maximum Score

48

Average Score

30
20
10
0
Pre Test

Post Test

Graphic of Students’ Score
Based on the calculation using effect size formula, found
is 15.56 and
is 17.56, then for standard deviation pooled ((Sp) 1.93. Therefore, the effect
size (d)) is 1.03. According to the criteria of effect size 1.03 is categorized as
highly effective. So, the hypothesis jazz chant is effective for teaching falling and
rising English intonation to the 5A students of SD Negeri 36 Pontianak Selatan is
accepted. The conclusion there is a difference of the test result before and after the
treatment.
From the data analysis, it is found that the effect size of this research is
1.03. Before given the treatment, the mean score of research pre-test
pre test (62.22) is
categorizes ass poor to average. After the treatment, the mean score of the research
class increase to be 70.22 the result the students post-test
post test a better performance
than pre-test.
test. It means there is a difference in Teaching falling and rising English
Intonation, it show
w the mean score of post-test
post
is higher than pre-test.
test. The fact,
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there is an improvement of students achievement before and after the treatment
most of students score is improved.
b. Discussion
The researcher found that Teaching Falling and Rising English Intonation
had useful for students to differentiate kind of sentences and the meaning of
sentences. For the first time when the researcher played a video about Jazz chant
the students mostly silent and watch the video. After watching the video the
researcher give a practice like people in the video. Then, the researcher explains
how to use jazz when we talk with someone.
The researcher writes the script in the white board. Then the researcher
asks students to practice together with the researcher. After students understands
how to apply Jazz chant. The researcher asks students to practice with their
partner. Firstly they are a little bit shy, but finally they have courage when they
enjoyed the technique. So, they know to differentiate the intonation of sentences
based on the type, which is question or statement.
The researcher can conclude that the students were very interested and
motivated to learn the material. However, the researcher found some students who
had difficulties in this activity. The reason perhaps caused by the less of practice
and shy to express the sentences.
Jazz chants is effective for teaching English intonation because it is based
on a combination of repetition and learner response. Teaching using jazz chant
makes language learning do not boring, students also respond more positively to
lessons made enjoyable by activities that involve music. Thus, students felt
motivated to practice speak English with their friends.
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
a. Conclusion
In conclusion, according to the result of the data analysis the researcher
finds out; (1)Teaching English intonation by using jazz chants is effective applied
to the five grade students of SD 36 Pontianak Selatan. It is proved by the changes
of students’ achievement. (2)The statistical finding is this research indicates that
the teaching falling and rising English intonation using jazz chants is effective,
with the score is 1.03. It means large effective.
b. Suggestion
The English should use appropriate teaching technique in teaching English
to the student, especially in teaching falling and rising English intonation. So, the
researcher suggests that jazz Chants can be used as a good alternative in teaching
intonation. Some considerations that need to take into account in using jazz chants
are as follows:
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1. It is suggested that the tape recorder or the CD or cassette is loud enough to
make sure the students get the right intonation clearly.
2. Choose the appropriate material in using Jazz Chants in teaching learning
process.
3. It is suggested that the teacher gives more attention to the students who get
difficulties in pronouncing the English expressions. Guide the students while
they do wrong intonation.
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