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Two Related Concepts

Social Construction

Medicalization

— Leading to the congtantly expanding p : :
of genetics s,

— Explaining why behavioral genetics
oftenfall
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Social Constructionism

The congructionist precondition:
— Inthe present gate of affairs, X istakenfor /1

granted; appear inevitable :
The congructionist propogition:

— X Isnot determined by the nature of things; it
Inevitable -
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Bracketing an idea or concept by aclamthat it is
socialy constructed

— That is, contingent, cultura, higtorical, asocia fact

Undatakingthe® biography” of that ideaor £} -
concept A R
— Whenwasit” bon’ ?

— What circumgtances made thisbirth possle?
— What effect hasit had upon the world? .
_ How and when and of wheat causes did it ceasetoexist? #
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The Exampleof “ Type A" Mar |

Thework of

lanne Riska: The Rseand Fal
the Type Aman 4
— A particularly good example sanceitslife w
and dramatic (b. 1950 sd.circal970 s 2 /I
— Comyprising psychological and behavioral
characteristics (e.g. competitiveness, drive towat
hard work; general impatience in relations witf
others, decigve T

.;p,_

— Increased risk of heart disease
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Basic Precondition of Behawvi oral/ f{
Genetics

The underlying form of the phenotype, |
“ behavior X” isathing-in-itself in the world/ |

— With an existence independent of thenameitiscaled’
— Withan underlying form thet isinvariant and inevitable |

d
The success of any search for the genetic -+ / \
contributionsto“  behavior X" therefore:. [ ¢ %
depends on its condruct validity o 5 ;\
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Categories of f /ﬂ/
Construct Validity Problems A J )

A trait or behavior which is completely socl
congtructed

— Thalassophilia; witcheraft sl .
A trait the name for which may exist in medt "

cultures, but with very different meanings e I'\-
associ ated behaviors 0 &0

_ Leadership; spirituality; bravery SR ]\
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Categories of

meanings, but whose core biology may be

same 20k .

— Neuragthenia; chronic fatigue syndrome;

sonetatizing disorder P [/

bk
_.f/
- B

Construct Validity Problems R

A trait the name for which changes through |
time and place, with different associations ar
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Categories of f /ﬂ/
Construct Validity Problems A J )

A trait whose core isbiological but process of
cultural construction and labeling expand that ¢

— Hyperactivity/Attention deficit disorder

A trait where the search for a genetic underpi rfﬁ o

actually helps distort anormal continuum, : i
w 12 L . »

pathologizing thet trait ' ‘;*[},,;. il

— Inmpulsivity, Novelty-seeking, Shyness O
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Medicalization

Zola: Refersto a process through which an Py
Increasing number of aspects of life are brought /{
under the purview of medical science.

Good health asamarker of what led to elevated &
(rather than merely a fortunate outcome of SUCE

M edicalization pathol ogizes and reifies what might
otherwise be consdered variationsin normal hdman 4 -
functioning. ;‘:. i 4
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And the Search Goes On....

Manic depresson
Depresson

Anxiety

Olsessve compulsveness
Anti-socid behavior
|mpulsvity/Risk-taking
Impulsvity/Aggresson
Addictive benavior
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Smoking Behavior: J,;q/ /
An Example of Social Construction I\/Iissed{ A
through Medicalization

Medicalization of sSmoking asa behavior.

Conflation of genetics of biological risk of lung
and genetics of behaviora risk of smoking.

Reification of smoking behavior Y8
— Sudy design samplesof 3 categories of individudswith' [ . ¢
different rdationsnipsto smoking .

— Cardationswithdfferent dldes
— But latter are bidlogicaly discrete
— Former are merely conceptudly discrete
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Nature

The Unexamined Effect of / A/
Sdf-Consciousness “/fy 7|

The profound difference between seeking /|

genetic underpinnings to: INE &P
— susoeptibility to lung cancer: abiological progesy ]/

outside our knowledge of oursalves ,ﬁ' {3 1A
— Behavior of smoking: a conscioudy mediated NS

process: available for self-reflection and abl 'toé A
Imbued with volatile and profound social mean
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Cigarette smokingis now amarker of /|
social class

This has happened rapidly
It is something that geneticists interestex
In smoking behavior must deal with 7 -

"":* a
I‘ -




“ | alwaysthought I’ dbuya
house or some clothes, or plana//.
= vacation, but what | didwas, | aLfit.
: smoking.” |

=
o




