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Figure 1. Adult male of Leptodactylus cupreus (MBML 6844) from 
municipality of Santa Teresa, state of Espírito Santo, Brazil. Photo by J. 
E. Simon.

The genus Leptodactylus Fitzinger, 1826, is composed of 
81 species (Frost 2009) and presents a broad distribution in 
the American continent, predominantly in the Neotropical 
region (Ponssa 2008; Frost 2009). Recently, three new 
species were described: Leptodactylus sertanejo Giaretta 
and Costa, 2007, Leptodactylus ajurauna Berneck, Costa, 
and Garcia, 2008, and Leptodactylus cupreus Caramaschi, 
Feio, and São-Pedro, 2008. 

Leptodactylus cupreus (Figure 1) belongs to the L. fuscus 
species group and is related to the L. mystaceus complex, 
being characterized by the large size for the group and 
color pattern (Caramaschi et al. 2008). Leptodactylus 
cupreus has a non-pulsed advertisement call with a rate of 
about 12 calls/s and dominant frequency between 2,800 
and 3,058 Hz (Caramaschi et al. 2008). Its call is similar 
to the call of birds, as an example to the song of Russet-
winged-Spadebill, Platyrinchus leucoryphus Wied, 1831, 
(Tyrannidae) (Rupp 2009). 

Abstract: We provide the first record of Leptodactylus cupreus out of its type locality, as well the first record of this species 
in the State of Espírito Santo, southeastern Brazil. The record of Leptodactylus cupreus from municipality Santa Teresa 
extends in approximately 220 km to the northeastern of its geographic distribution and establishes the inferior limit of 800 
m in its altitudinal distribution in the Serra da Mantiqueira.
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Leptodactylus cupreus is recognized only from the type 
locality, Lagoa das Bromélias (20°25’ S, 43°29’ W; 1,227 m 
above sea level), Parque Estadual da Serra do Brigadeiro, 
municipality of Ervália, state of Minas Gerais, Brazil 
(Caramaschi et al. 2008).

During a field expedition on November 13th, 2008 in 
the Municipality of Santa Teresa, state of Espírito Santo, 
southeastern Brazil (19°57’02” S, 40°33’54” W; 680 m 
a.s.l.), four adult males were collected in a native forest, 
at about 20:00 h, during fine rain (air temperature = 25.9 
°C; air relative humidity = 84 %). The specimens were 
deposited in the Museu de Biologia Prof. Mello Leitão 
(MBML), Santa Teresa, state of Espírito Santo, Brazil 
(MBML 6844 – 6847). The specimens collected and many 
others not collected individuals were found calling, hiding 
themselves in the litter leaves of the dry bed of a stream 
in this native forest. Collection permit was granted by 
Instituto Chico Mendes de Conservação da Biodiversidade 
- ICMBio (# 15.638-1).

Figure 2. Geographic distribution of Leptodactylus cupreus: triangle, type 
locality (Ervália, state of Minas Gerais, Brazil: 20°25’ S, 43°29’ W, 1,227 m 
a.s.l.); dot, new record in Santa Teresa (19°57’02” S and 40°33’54” W, 680 
m a.s.l.), state of Espírito Santo, Brazil. 
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This is the first record of Leptodactylus cupreus out 
of its type locality, and the first record in the state of 
Espírito Santo. The occurrence of the species extends in 
approximately 220 km (airline) to the northeastern of 
its previous geographic distribution and establishes the 
inferior limit of 680 m a.s.l. in its altitudinal distribution in 
the Serra da Mantiqueira (Figure 2). The Museu de Biologia 
Prof. Mello Leitão anuran collection contains a specimen 
of L. cupreus (MBML 170) collected by J. P. Abravaya at 
Reserva Biológica Augusto Ruschi, Santa Teresa, in 1972, 
before the formal description of the species. This specimen 
was identified as Leptodactylus spixi. 

Santa Teresa is considered a world hotspot in 
amphibians diversity (Rödder et al. 2007). The inclusion 
of L. cupreus in the list of amphibians species of this 
municipality reinforces the importance of this region for 
the conservation of endemic Atlantic Forest anurans.
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