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Abstract 

This paper discusses the  Model ASEAN  conference in increasing student’s knowledge 

on ASEAN community 2015. It used the simulation model at senior high school to 

explain how ASEAN Community 2015 effect conditions of public in the ASEAN 

countries. It is interesting to note that it took more than 150 students from two school get 

more opinions about the ASEAN Community in the youth level. Moreover, it is very 

well-known fact that there are significant differences on  the population and GDP of the 

ASEAN countries but the leaders of ASEAN agreed to establish the ASEAN 

Community by 2015. In short, this programme  develop awareness of students of how 

the ASEAN Community 2015 can be integrated each other in the region. 
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1.Introduction 

 ASEAN or Association of Southeast Asian Nations was established on August 8, 

1967 in Bangkok, Thailand with signing the Bangkok Declaration. This declaration 

adopted at the 1
st
 ASEAN Ministerial Meeting by the Foreign Affairs Ministers of 

Indonesia, the Deputy Prime of Malaysia, the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the 

Philipines, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore and the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of Thailand (ASEANa,2014:1). This declaration is a clear  manifestation of five 

ASEAN countries economically, socially, and culturally.  

 The declaration has seven aims namely, 1) promoting economic, social and 

cultural development in this area, 2) keeping the peace and stability in the region, 3) 

Collaboration each other to create or produce something, 4) Assistance is provided by 

ASEAN to each other, 5) The utilization of resource and international trade  are 

developed by ASEAN members through collaboration each other, 6) The Southeast 

Asian studies is promoted by ASEAN members, and 7) ASEAN agrees to collaborate 

with the other international organizations (ASEANa,2014: 1-2). This declaration focuses 

on agriculture, forestry, energy, environment, socio-economic collaboration and 

cooperation both intra and inter-regionally. The declaration is the cornerstone of 

ASEAN to maintain peace and stability in this region. 

 The organization has ten member countries such as Brunei, Cambodia, 

Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 

Vietnam. The original member consists of five countries, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, 

the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. In 1984, Brunei joined this organization. In 

1995, Vietnam became member state. In 1997, there were two countries Laos and 

Myanmar joined the member. In 1999, Cambodia became the ASEAN member countries 

(ASEANb,2014). The organization has a remarkable regional cooperative strength not 

only in maintaining peace and stability in their region but also in economic integration 

among member countries.  
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Figure 1. ASEAN MEMBER COUNTRIES 

 

Source: ASEANb. 2014.ASEAN Member States. http://www.asean.org/asean/asean-

member-states. Retrieved May 26, 2014. 

2.Research Method 

 50  students from Senior High School of 5 Makassar and 100 students from 

Senior High School of 1 Maros attended the Model ASEAN Conference (MAC) 2014. 

The MAC is a simulation of an actual ASEAN conference. ASEAN has ten countries 

namely Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippine, Singapore, 

Thailand and Vietnam. Students played a major role in discussing ASEAN Community 

2015. The aim of this programme such as, students sharpened their public speaking 

skills, the knowledge of students on issuses affecting ASEAN especially ASEAN  

Community 2015 is getting better, and this programme is to educate students about an 

International  matter for debate. Students were divided into 10 countries that focused on 

ASEAN Community issue. These countries included those of political, economic, and 

sosial culture issues. The MAC students had the opportunity to interact and shared on 

different worldviews with the other students who are youth leaders from other classes. 

http://www.asean.org/asean/asean-member-states.%20Retrieved%20May%2026
http://www.asean.org/asean/asean-member-states.%20Retrieved%20May%2026


6 
 

 The students spent the next 3 days debating issues and coming up with the 

resolutions for their respective committees. Together they worked to prepare diagrams, 

flipcharst, and exhitibition booths. They also prepared for the finale to present their ideas 

to several lectures from Hasanuddin University who gave them this issue. They all 

enjoyed themselves at the programme because they got knowledge about ASEAN 

Community 2015. This programme to promote international friendship between ASEAN 

countries where were showed by students from the various classes. 

3. ASEAN Integration: Making of ASEAN Community 

 The leaders of original five ASEAN countries namely Lee Kuan Yew from 

Singapore, Ferdinand Marcos from the Philippnes, Hussein Onn from Malaysia, Kukrit 

Pramoj from Thailand, Suharto from Indonesia signed a treaty called the Treaty of 

Amity and Cooperation inSoutheast Asia (TAC) at Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia on 

February 24, 1976.  This treaty became a foundation of the ASEAN Way 

(ASEANc,2014). Then, the end of the Cold War, ASEAN had an agenda in 

incorporating economic, societal, and environmental aspects (seniwati, et.al. 2012, 679). 

Nevertheless, in general, the end of the Cold War related to military and political 

agendas from the Western and the Soviet Union perspectives (Seniwati,2014: 231). 

Therefore, ASEAN emphasized not only economic and societal but also transnational 

crime s and political transformations. 

 In 2009, in Bali, Indonesia, they announced the project of creating an ASEAN 

Community. According to Furuoka, et.al. “It is very interesting to note that there is huge 

discrepancy among ASEAN member countries in terms of their population, total area 

and income” (Furuoka,et.al. 2012: 69). This table shows the Population and GDP (Gross 

Domestic Product) of ASEAN members in 2012 and in 2018. 
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Table 1.  Population and GDP of  ASEAN countries in 2012 

Ran

k 
Country 

Population 

in millions 

GDP Nominal 

millions of 

USD 

GDP Nominal 

per capita 

USD 

GDP (PPP) 

millions of 

USD 

GDP (PPP) 

per capita 

USD 

—  ASEAN 
615.6

0 

100.

0 

2,305,54

2 

100.

0 
3,745 100.0 

3,605,60

2 

100.

0 
5,857 100.0 

1  Indonesia 
244.4

7 
39.7 878,198 38.1 3,592 95.9 

1,216,73

8 
33.7 4,977 85.0 

2  Thailand 64.38 10.5 365,564 15.9 5,678 151.6 651,856 18.1 
10,12

6 
172.9 

3  Malaysia 29.46 4.8 303,527 13.2 
10,30

4 
275.1 498,477 13.8 

16,92

2 
288.9 

4  Singapore 5.41 0.9 276,520 12.0 
51,16

2 

1,366.

1 
326,506 9.1 

60,41

0 

1,031.

4 

5 
 Philippine

s 
95.80 15.6 250,436 10.9 2,614 69.8 424,355 11.8 4,430 75.6 

6  Vietnam 90.39 14.7 138,071 6.0 1,528 40.8 320,677 8.9 3,548 60.6 

7  Myanmar 63.67 10.3 53,140 2.3 835 22.3 89,461 2.5 1,405 24.0 

8  Brunei 0.40 0.1 16,628 0.7 
41,70

3 

1,113.

5 
21,687 0.6 

54,38

9 
928.6 

9 
 Cambodi

a 
15.25 2.5 14,241 0.6 934 24.9 36,645 1.0 2,402 41.0 

10  Laos 6.38 1.0 9,217 0.4 1,446 38.6 19,200 0.5 3,011 51.4 

Source: The free encyclopedia. 2014. List of ASEAN Countries by GDP. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ASEAN_countries_by_GDP_%28nomina

%29.  Retrieved May 27, 2014. 
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Table 2. Population and GDP of  ASEAN countries in 2018 estimates. 

Rank Country 
Population 

in millions 

GDP Nominal 

millions of 

USD 

GDP (Nominal) 

per capita 

USD 

GDP (PPP) 

millions of 

USD 

GDP (PPP) 

per capita 

USD 

—  ASEAN 670.71 3,751,171 5,593 5,612,921 8,369 

1  Indonesia 266.15 1,482,211 5,569 1,992,555 7,487 

2  Thailand 65.94 612,173 9,284 965,050 14,636 

3  Malaysia 32.59 474,770 14,567 760,172 23,324 

4  Philippines 107.63 451,036 4,191 660,105 6,133 

5  Singapore 5.99 342,472 57,134 462,011 77,076 

6  Vietnam 97.10 240,185 2,474 494,256 5,090 

7  Myanmar 71.75 87,366 1,218 148,978 2,076 

8  Cambodia 16.19 25,628 1,583 62,920 3,886 

9  Brunei 0.44 19,013 43,537 32,931 75,410 

10  Laos 6.93 16,317 2,354 33,943 4,896 

Source: The free encyclopedia. 2014. List of ASEAN Countries by GDP. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ASEAN_countries_by_GDP_%28nomina

%29.  Retrieved May 27, 2014. 
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 The population of ASEAN when the ASEAN Community is applied in 2015, 633 

million people. The Population will increase in 2030 to 717 million and in 2035 to 741 

million people, a rate of 0.85% per annum. 

Population Forecast for ASEAN Countries 

 

 
Source: Brunei Darussalam: Chairman of ASEAN in 2013. ASEAN+6 Population 

Forecast: Global Share, Aging and Dependency Ratio. 

http://www.asean2013.gov.bn/images/aseanpopuforecast.pdf 

Based on table above,even though, there are differences in population and GDP, 

ASEAN countries have an ambitious project to forge economic integration among 

member countries. Then, on 7 October 2003, the Declaration of ASEAN Concord II 

(Bali Concord II) in Bali, Indonesia  was adopted by the ASEAN leaders to establish an 

ASEAN Community by 2020. The ASEAN Community has three pillars, namely 
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political and security community, economic community and socio-cultural community 

(Jones,2008). The pillars is important to strengthen to regional integration in Southeast 

Asia region to face an global challenges. 

 The ASEAN countries may now look forward with optimism for the creation of 

the ASEAN Community. However,  according to Benny and Kamarulnizam that  

the ASEAN Community idea lacks one of the most crucial components that 

have brought about the success of other similar regional organizations such 

as the European Union (EU): the involvement of the general public, or, a 

peopleto- people orientation. It seems that people within individual ASEAN 

countries have not yet fully grasped or been involved in the process of the 

building of the ASEAN Community. The larger issue is that the public in 

each ASEAN country may have its own perception, opinion and aspiration 

for the regional integration. The existence of the EU as what it is today and 

its success in economic, political and social integration has been obviously 

supported by the consensus and involvement of its general public (Benny 

and Kamarulnizam,2011: 40-41) .  

Therefore, the idea of ASEAN Community, furthermore, the  involvement policymakers 

and public are essential not just because they can accept this condition but they have to 

understand the vision and mission  of regionalization community process. Another 

aspect in supporting the ASEAN Community is extensive study between policymakers 

and academicians such as the Model ASEAN Conference where the public especially 

students can understand and accept of the regional community idea. 

4. Model ASEAN Conference in Increasing Student’s  Knowledge on ASEAN 

COMMUNITY 2015  

 The main aim of ASEAN Community is to maintain peace, stability and shared 

prosperity in the region through  the partnership  that closely  intertwined and mutually 

reinforcing. The ASEAN leaders confirmed their strong commitment to accelerate the 

establishment of the ASEAN Community by 2015 at the 12th ASEAN Summit on 13th 

January 2007 in Cebu, the Philippines. They signed the Cebu Declaration on the 

Acceleration of an ASEAN Community by 2015. The ASCC (ASEAN Socio-Cultural 

Community)  Blueprint was agreed  by the ASEAN leader at the 13th ASEAN Summit 

held in Singapore on 20th November 2007. This agreement aimed to develop and 

promote the ASCC (ASEAN Secretariat,2009: 1). In promoting the ASEAN 
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Community 2015, we need the involvement of students as an access to human 

development opportunities.  

 The Model ASEAN Conference (MAC) will enhance the understanding and life-

long learning of student as a part of the human resource training, capacity building, 

encourage innovation and entrepreneurship, promote the use of English language, ICT 

and applied science and technology in socio-economic development activities. The 

figure below shows the activities of  the Model ASEAN Conference at both school. 

Figure 2. The Model ASEAN Conference at Senior High School of 5 (SMA 5) 

Makassar 

 

Source: : Authors’ own compilation. 

 The figure above shows the students follow the instruction on how  to join in the 

Model ASEAN Conference. As ASEAN conference games, this programme promotes 

greater interaction and understanding among the youths in the region. Instructor 

describes about the establishment and organizational structure of ASEAN and the 

objectives ASEAN Community 2015. In general, the awareness of students of the 

Model ASEAN Conference  was relatively high, and their awareness reflect their  

thorough understanding of the ASEAN Community 2015. About 96 per cent of students 

answered the question from the instructor about ASEAN's organizational structure, 
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ASEAN was founded in 1967 and the vision and mission of ASEAN Community, and 

97 per cent students understood the simulation as an example of  the Model ASEAN 

Conference. 

Figure 3. The Model ASEAN Conference at Senior High School of 1 (SMA 5) Maros 

 

Source: Authors’ own compilation. 

 The students took time to introduce their country. They also introduced and 

demonstrated their national language. The level of awareness appears to be different 

from one country (group) to another. By using simulation game showed that the 

students knew ASEAN Community better. There are several reasons that could explain 

these findings. It can be argued that the general students are more interested to study 

about the issues of ASEAN. To further ascertain the level of understanding of students, 

one subsequent question is raised. To the queston "is Indonesia can compete with the 

other contries especiallya Singapore and Malaysia?", the majority of students answered 

Indonesia can compete in 2015 even though the table of GDP above shows the high 

differences each other. In general is interesting to note that most of the students 

perceived that the ASEAN Community 2015 is successful at Incorporating decent 

ASEAN principles in ASEAN  culture becomes an integral part of ASEAN’s 

employment policy to achieve a forward-looking employment strategy. 
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5. Conclusion 

 From this programme, it can be concluded that there was a high level of a  

awareness and understanding of ASEAN on  the students of senior high school. Most 

students claimed that they  aware of  vision and mission of ASEAN Community 2015, 

of the formation year of ASEAN such as the historical set-up, and of the structure and 

mode of operations of ASEAN as a regional organization. Moreover, they could 

estimated the Indonesian's ability at ASEAN Community in 2015. Even though, the 

students show the different view, they argue that ASEAN has been effective for the 

peace and development of the region especially in conducting ASEAN Community 

2015. 
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