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To Grow Together, or to Grow Apart:
The Long Sorrow of the Ents

and Marriage
in The Lord of the Rings

N i c o l e  d u P l e s s i s

O f th e  p a irs  o f  lo v e rs  in  T h e  L o rd  o f th e  R in g s  an d  T h e  S ilm a r illio n , the  
couple  m o s t closely associated  w ith  J.R.R. T olkien  a n d  h is  w ife  E d ith  are 

B eren a n d  L u th ien , th e  n am es inscribed  on  the  coup le 's  tom bstone. 
U n d ersco rin g  th is connection, T olkien  explains, fam ously , in  a le tte r to h is  son 
C h ris to p h er th a t E d ith  "w as (and  k n ew  she w as) m y  L u th ien ,"  an d  elaborates, 
o u tlin in g  th e  com parison  w ith  m en tio n  of " th e  d read fu l su fferings of ou r 
ch ildhoods,"  "w o u n d s  th a t la te r o ften  p ro v ed  d isab ling ," " th e  su fferings th a t 
w e en d u re d  after o u r love b egan ,"  " th e  lapses a n d  darknesses w h ich  a t tim es 
m a rre d  o u r lives," an d  "h o w  these never touched  o u r d ep th s  no r d im m ed  the 
m em ories o f o u r y o u th fu l love" (The Letters o f J.R.R. Tolkien [Letters] 420-421). 
P o ignan tly , T olkien  w rites  th a t " [f]o r ever (especially  w h en  alone) w e still m e t 
in  the  w o o d lan d  g lade , an d  w en t h a n d  in  h a n d  m an y  tim es to  escape the 
sh ad o w  of im m in en t d ea th  before  o u r las t p a rtin g "  (Letters 420-421). F rom  the 
sto ry  of Beren an d  L u th ien , an d  all of th e  m arriages in  T o lk ien 's  le g e n d a riu m — 
of w h ich  th ere  are  m an y  th a t em erge  in  som e d e ta i l—it is possib le  to  m ove 
to w ard  a p h ilo so p h y  o r theo logy  of m arria g e  in  M idd le -ea rth , som eth ing  th a t 
Tolkien, u n lik e  C.S. Lew is, d id  n o t articu la te  o u ts id e  of h is  fiction an d  letters. 
R a ther th a n  s ta rtin g  from  T o lk ien 's  ideal v ision  of h im se lf an d  h is  w ife, th is 
considera tion  of m arria g e  in  M id d le -ea rth  ad d resses the  sto ry  of th e  E nts and  
th e  E ntw ives, a m o d e l of m arria g e  th a t p resen ts  a k ind  of foil to  th e  exam ple of 
B eren a n d  L u th ien . In  th e  ta le  of B eren an d  L u th ien , th e  tw o  lovers are  u n ited  
b y  a com m on p u rpose , suffer, an d  becom e separa ted ; la te r th ey  are accorded  a 
reu n io n  an d  h ap p in e ss  before  th ey  d ep a rt M idd le-ea rth . To th e  E nts and  
E ntw ives, T o lk ien 's  g u a rd ian s  of the  trees, th is  is den ied . In  th e ir tale, T olkien 
seem s to  ask: w h a t if one lover w en t to  the  w o o d lan d  g lade  in  search  of the 
beloved , an d  th e  be loved  w as n o t there?
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A lth o u g h  a h a p p y  un ion , T o lk ien 's  m arriag e  show s, b y  m an y  
accoun ts,1 h o w  th e  in te rests  an d  ta len ts  of h u sb a n d  a n d  w ife  could  be  a t o d d s  
an d  cause d iv ision . T h a t m en  an d  w om en  h ave  b een  d iv id ed  in  w ork  an d  
kn o w led g e  th ro u g h o u t m o s t of h is to ry  is a topic C.S. L ew is discusses 
ex tensively  in  The Four Loves, in  w h ich  L ew is exp la ins th e  n a tu re  of love, 
exam in ing  in  p a rticu la r A ffection, F riendsh ip , Eros, a n d  C harity .2 It is in  th is 
w ork , in h is  ex tensive considera tion  of F riendsh ip , th a t L ew is offers con trasting  
im ages of fr iends an d  lovers in  w h ich  "L overs are  n o rm ally  face to  face, 
ab so rbed  in  each other; F riends, side b y  side, ab so rbed  in  som e com m on 
in te rest"  (60-61). I t is th is  im age th a t s tan d s  as a con trast to  th e  p ro b lem  th a t 
T olkien  sets u p  in  The Lord o f the R ings—th e  separa tion  of the  E nts an d  the 
E ntw ives, w ho  are  n e ith e r face to face, n o r  side b y  side, a n d  th is im age th a t w e 
can in te rroga te  u s in g  th e  ta le  of th e  Ents, a n d  vice versa. A s h e  d iscusses in  "O n  
Fairy-sto ries,"  T olkien creates m y th  th a t is capable  of "R eco v ery "—th e  process 
b y  w h ich  som eth ing  fam iliar is d ep ic ted  in such  a w ay  as to  s trip  aw ay  w h a t is 
fam iliar, a llow ing  read e rs  to  "[regain] a clear v iew " ("O n F airy-stories" 146). In  
th e  E nts an d  E ntw ives, th e  re ad e r is in v ited  to  recover, in  a fan ta sy  context, a 
v ision  of m arria g e  th a t em p h asizes th e  s tren g th  of th e  m arriag e  b o nd , th e  u n ity  
of m arriage , a n d  the  w o rk  th a t th a t u n ity  entails, a n d —if on ly  as a fo o tn o te— 
th e  im portance  of ch ild ren . In  an overlap  be tw een  the  w ritin g s of P ope P iu s XI — 
w hose  1930 Encyclical Casti Conubii d e fined  m arriag e  for th e  g en era tio n  of 
C atholics fo llow ing  its p u b lic a tio n —an d  C.S. L ew is is ano ther u se fu l in s ig h t for 
considera tion  of th e  Ents: w h a t m ig h t be  te rm ed  the  "w o rk "  of m arria g e  as an  
active ra th e r th a n  passive  state.3

W hile  re ad e rs  an d  critics of The Lord o f the Rings h av e  long  been  
fasc inated  b y  th e  Ents, th ere  are few  w h o  h av e  considered  h o w  th e ir ta le —the 
L ong  Sorrow  of th e  E nts a n d  th e ir search  for th e ir su n d e red  sp o u se s— 
rep resen ts  th e  n a tu re  of m arriage . T o lk ien 's  co rrespondence  w ith  various 
readers, ea rly  critics, a n d  friends h ig h lig h ts  key  p o in ts  of in te rest d u rin g  h is

1 Generally, accounts of Tolkien's marriage owe a significant debt to Humphrey 
Carpenter's biography of Tolkien.
2 Lewis's account of the division of men and women represents the division as a casualty 
of both unequal education and sexual attraction, and upholds it in the interest of 
preserving high-level discourse among male friends.
3 See Casti Conubii par 23, in  which Pius XI identifies conjugal fidelity, of which the first 
element is unity as one of the great blessings of marriage, and speaks of the work of 
marriage not only in  "mutual help," but also "that m an and wife help each other day by 
day in  forming and perfecting themselves in  the interior life." C.S. Lewis states that Eros 
is not sufficient for the maintenance of a long-term relationship such as marriage, and that 
lovers must "do the work of Eros when Eros is not present" (115). Specifically, lovers 
should be unified by adherence to common principles (124-125).

26 Mythlore 130, Spring/Summer 2017



To Grow Together, or To Grow Apart: The Long Sorrow of the Ents

lifetim e, ind ica ting , for exam ple, E dw in  M u ir 's  favorab le  response  to  th e  E nts in  
h is  ea rly  rev iew  of The Two Towers (Letters 445n157). In  h is  letters, T olkien 
recoun ts h is in sp ira tio n —b o th  lingu istic  a n d  S h ak esp ea rean —for th e  Ents, 
w h ile  h is b io g rap h y  reco rds h o w  T olkien  "m o d e lled  T reeb ea rd 's  w ay  of 
speak ing , 'H rum , Hroom', on  th e  boo m in g  voice of C.S. L ew is" (C arpen te r 197
198). A dd itio n a l co rrespondence  ad d resses p o ten tia l connections betw een  
B om badil a n d  th e  E ntw ives,4 h o w  T reeb eard  u ses (and  m odifies) the  elv ish  
languages, an d  th e  m ytho log ica l o rig in  of th e  E nts th a t T olkien  w o u ld  la ter 
develop  in  The Silmarillion (Letters 307-8, 334-5). O f co n tinued  scholarly  
im portance  is T o lk ien 's  n o te  to W .H . A uden  th a t th e  E nts derive  from  "a  m ere  
p iece of experience, th e  d ifference of the  'm a le ' a n d  'fem ale ' a ttitu d e  to  w ild  
th ings, th e  d ifference be tw een  unpossessive  love an d  ga rd en in g ,"  w h ich  in sigh t 
figu res p ro m in en tly  in to  d iscussions of th e  g en d e rin g  of th e  E nts a n d  E ntw ives 
(Letters 212n).

M ost scho larly  tre a tm en t of the E nts m a in ta in s som e balance  betw een  
th e  E nts as rep resen ta tive  of N atu re , T o lk ien 's  creative in sp ira tion  for th e  Ents, 
th e  E n ts ' overall function  w ith in  th e  p o w er stru c tu res  of th e  n arra tive , a n d  the 
g en d e red  d iv ision  of n a tu re  th a t th e  E nts a n d  E n tw ives seem  to rep resen t. Less 
com m on is specific considera tion  of th e  E n tw iv es—likely  because  of the ir 
consp icuous absence from  th e  n a rra tiv e —or considera tions of th e  E nts an d  
E n tw ives th a t tre a t th em  as characters ra th e r th an  abstractions, an d  rem ark ab ly  
ab sen t is a d iscussion  of th e  E ntw ives as wives.5 In  Ents, Elves, and Eriador, for 
exam ple, a w ork  concerned  w ith  T o lk ien 's  en v iro n m en ta l vision, D ickerson  and  
E vans d iscuss a t len g th  th e  E nts ' ro le as m o d e l for p reservation ism , w h ile  the ir 
loss of the  E n tw iv es—and, in deed , th e  E n tw ives ' ro le in  the  n a rra tiv e —is 
su m m arized  as "a  rift th a t stem s from  th e  m ale  a n d  fem ale O n o d rim s ' 
u n reso lved  a rg u m en t concern ing  p reserv a tio n  of th e  w ild e rn ess  versu s its 
conservation  for p ractical u se ,"  a cau tionary  ta le  of h o w  " [e n v iro n m e n ta l 
positions sh o u ld  be h e ld  w ith  conviction, b u t d iv e rg en t v iew s sh o u ld  n o t be 
a d h e red  to  so fiercely  as to  th rea ten  o n e 's  very  su rv ival"  (D ickerson an d  Evans 
144, 252).

U n iquely , in  Tolkien in the Land o f Heroes, A nne P e tty  situa tes  th e  E nts 
an d  E n tw ives am o n g  the  "ta les of love a n d  loss" in  th e  leg en d a riu m , seeing  the 
sto ry  of th e  E nts an d  th e  E ntw ives as "T o lk ien 's  veiled  w ay  of say ing  th a t one 
sh o u ld  n o t take  th e ir [sic] lovers for g ran ted "  (210), a n d  C orey  O lsen  iden tifies

4 Tolkien rejects any such connection, but speculates that Bombadil is "in a way the answer 
to them in the sense that he is almost the opposite, being say, Botany and Zoology (as 
sciences) and Poetry as opposed to Cattle-breeding and Agriculture and practicality" 
(Letters 179).
5 See Olsen's "The Myth of the Ent and the Entwife," which provides an overview of the 
ways in  which the Ents have been represented as symbolic of abstract concepts.
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in  th e  E nts ' a n d  E n tw ives ' re la tionsh ip  a sq u an d e red  o p p o rtu n ity  for each  to 
com plem en t th e  efforts of th e  o th er as stew ard s of M id d le  E arth .6 W h en  the  Ents 
an d  th e  E ntw ives are d iscussed , scholars typ ica lly  focus on  w h a t P etty  iden tifies 
as an  "u n reso lv ed  prob lem ": th e  "dom estic"  E ntw ives, w h o  " tam e  th e  lan d  w ith  
gen tle  u n d e rs ta n d in g  w h ile  E nts p re fe r th e  w ild , u n tam ed , u n d is tu rb e d  side of 
n a tu re "  (242). In  h e r  in fluen tia l w ork  The Lord o f the Rings: The M ythology o f 
Power, Jane C hance h ea rk en s  back  to  T o lk ien 's  le tte r to  A uden  id en tify in g  " the  
d ifference of th e  'm a le ' an d  'fem ale ' a ttitu d e  to  w ild  th ings,"  e labo ra ting  on  the 
g en d e red  d iv id e  be tw een  th e  E n t an d  E ntw ife by  d is tin g u ish in g  th e  "fem ale 
p rincip le , w h ich  T olkien  iden tifies w ith  th e  cu ltiva ted  garden , o rder, a n d  plen ty , 
as o p p o sed  to  th e  w ild n ess of th e  d is ta n t w ood, ad v en tu re , a n d  d is tance" (The 
Lord o f the Rings: The M ythology o f Power [Mythology] 61-62). C hance, how ever, 
com plicates th e  sim ple  association  be tw een  "m an " an d  "w o m an "  an d  these 
" 'm a le ' a n d  'fem ale ' a ttitude[s]."  O n th e  one h an d , she sees in  T o lk ien 's 
iden tifica tion  of "cu ltu ra l an d  b io logical d ifferences be tw een  m ale  a n d  fem ale 
E nts" an  an tic ipation  of fem in ists Irigaray , K risteva, a n d  C ixous (M ythology 55). 
O n  the  o th er h an d , in  a ttr ib u tin g  th e  "fem ale  p rinc ip le"  to " th e  crea tiv ity  of the 
elves" a n d  " th e  pasto ra l Shire" (62), she m oves b ey o n d  trad itio n a l g en d er roles 
th a t w o u ld  lim it th e  E n tw ives ' labors to th e  m ere ly  dom estic. For C hance, the 
m ascu line  is ne ith e r dom inan t, n o r u p h e ld  as in h e ren tly  good: th e  E nts 
" in carn a te  th e  id ea  of g ro w th  th a t stu ltifies because  its in telligence canno t 
to lera te  fem ale d ifference" (M ythology 61). In  d ia logue  w ith  C hance, O lsen 
observes th a t T olk ien  "goes b ey o n d  th e  m ere  association  of the  m ascu line  w ith  
w ild n ess  a n d  th e  fem in ine w ith  dom estic ity" (42). Instead , th e  m ascu lin ity  of 
th e  Ents, w h ich  avo ids th e  trad itio n a l corre la tion  be tw een  p ass iv ity  a n d  the 
fem in ine  an d  activ ity  as th e  m ascu line, em erges from  th e  n a rra tiv e  as "a  less 
in tru siv e  app rec ia tion" th a n  th e  fem in ine "d es ire  to  dom estica te"  (42). W h a t 
O lsen  te rm s a "less in tru siv e  app rec ia tion ,"  C.S. L ew is te rm s "A ppreciative 
love," describ ing  th is feeling  in  re la tion  to  an  in d iv id u a l 's  experience of na tu re , 
th o u g h  w ith o u t reference to  g ender: A pprecia tive  p leasu res "m ak e  u s  g lad  of 
u n sp o iled  forests th a t w e shall n ev e r see" an d  "anx ious th a t th e  g a rd en  or bean- 
field  sh o u ld  con tinue  to  exist" (Lew is 16). L ew is specifies th a t "[w ]e  do  n o t 
m ere ly  like th e  th ings; w e p ro n o u n ce  them , in  a m o m en ta rily  G od-like sense, 
'v e ry  g ood '"  (16), a rhe to rica l gestu re  th a t read s  as com m en tary  on  T reeb ea rd 's  
song  in  The Lord o f the Rings th a t rep resen ts , for th e  hobbits, th e  w ays of th e  E nts 
reg a rd in g  natu re :

6 In making this observation, Olsen agrees w ith Petty's reading of the Ents as stewards 
akin to the Stewards of Gondor (Petty 17).
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In the willow-meads of Tasarinan I walked in the Spring.
Ah! the sight and the smell of the Spring in Nan-tasarion!
A nd  I said that it was good.
I wandered in Summer in the elm-woods of Ossiriand.
Ah! the light and the music in the Summer by the Seven Riders of Ossir!
A nd  I thought that was best [....] (III.4.469)

P u t in to  a less theoretical context, T o lk ien 's  observation  on  th e  "d ifference 
be tw een  unpossessive  love a n d  g a rd en in g "  can be  considered  in  reference to 
T o lk ien 's  o w n  love of g a rden ing , w h ich  h e  d id  n o t see as a specifically  fem in ine 
im p u lse  o r occupation , a n d  in  w h ich  h e  p a rtic ip a ted  m o s t o ften  w ith  th e  a id  of 
h is  son John .7

T he g en d erin g  of d ifferences b e in g  crucial to  th e  rep resen ta tio n  of the 
m arita l re la tionsh ip  be tw een  the  E nts a n d  E ntw ives, it is necessary  to  consider 
th e  E n tw ives ' g en d e red  id en tity  b ey o n d  th e ir g a rd en s  an d  a ttitu d e  to w ard  
n a tu re . C hance a rgues convincing ly  th a t th e  g en d e red  d iv id e  is la rge ly  to b lam e 
for th e  E n ts ' long  sorrow : "W hen  th e  D arkness cam e, g rad u a lly  th e  difference 
be tw een  m ale  a n d  fem ale w id en ed  u n til th e  E ntw ives becam e on ly  a m e m o ry — 
lost en tire ly  to  th e  E nts" (M ythology 61). T hat E nts are d iv id ed  in to  m ale  and  
fem ale, even  if it is p resu m ed , is n o t d irec tly  revea led  u n til w ell in to  th e  chap te r 
"T reebeard"; th is  revela tion  is first in d ica ted  b y  the ir nam ing . In  h is  in itial 
an sw ers  to M erry  a n d  P ip p in  ab o u t the  n a tu re  of Ents, T reebeard  u ses  o n ly  the 
te rm  "E nts," su g gesting  e ither exclusive reference to  m ale  E nts as a collective, 
as h e  does in  h is  n a rra tiv e  of the  s itua tion  a n d  separa tion  of th e  E nts an d  
E ntw ives, o r th e  u se  of th e  te rm  "E n ts"  in  th e  m an n e r of "h u m an s,"  to  designa te  
a species o r race, w h ich  w o u ld  th u s  encom pass E n tw ives as w ell. W hile th is 
d is tinc tion  w o u ld  be u se fu l in  analyses of the  T reeb ea rd 's  a ttitu d e  to w ard  the 
E ntw ives, th e  question  canno t be an sw ered  defin itively . N evertheless, it is on ly  
w h en  T reebeard  is a t re s t in  h is  dom estic  space, h is  E n thouse  a t W ellinghall, th a t 
h e  asks M erry  a n d  P ip p in  w h e th e r th ey  h ave  seen an y  Ents, o r "n o t Ents, 
Entw ives" in  th e ir co u n try  of th e  Shire (Lord o f the Rings [LotR] III.4.472). As 
T reeb ea rd 's  self-correction em phasizes, th e  E ntw ives are d is tin g u ish ed  from  the 
m ale  E nts lingu istica lly  b y  the  fact of th e ir b e in g  wives. T hey  are  fu rth er 
d is tin g u ish ed  from  Entmaidens, th o u g h  it is u nc lea r w h e th e r th is d ifferen tia tion  
is b a sed  on  the ir u n m a rrie d  sta te  o r th e ir you th . H ere, fo llow ing  fem in ist 
criticism  d eriv ed  from  Ir ig a ray  o r de  B eauvoir, it is possib le  to perceive a 
lingu istic  d ep en d en ce  on  th e  m ascu line  th a t defines fem in ine id en tity  
exclusively  w ith  reference to  th e  m ascu line , o r b a sed  on  re la tio n sh ip s w ith  m en.

7 In The Tolkien Family Album, John and Priscilla Tolkien describe the family garden at 20 
Northmoor Road, and how "John and Ronald worked at landscaping and redesigning the 
garden over many years" (55).
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In  th is construct, th e  fa ilu re  of th e  E n tw ives to  be defined  by  th e ir h u sb an d s  
could  suggest a p a rab le  of fa iled  w ifeliness a n d  w o m an h o o d , th o u g h  such  a 
re ad in g  con trad ic ts th e  in d e p e n d e n t u sefu lness  of th e  E n tw ives ' ag ricu ltu re  and  
v a lida tion  by  th e  h u m a n  races of M idd le -ea rth . T he E ntw ives do  no t, in  fact, 
d e p e n d  on  th e ir m ale  co u n te rp a rts  for th e ir iden tity , a n d  th ere  is n o  im p lied  
code of w ifely  beh av io r b y  w h ich  to m easu re  a dev ia tion ; w h ile  the ir n am in g  
co rresponds, then , to ea rly  fem in ist theo ries of lan g u ag e  an d  iden tity , the 
co rrespondence  fails to h o ld  sign ifican t ex p lan a to ry  pow er. R ather, th e  n am in g  
of the  E ntw ives, w h ich  serves p ractical an d  them atic  p u rp o ses, also fits 
lingu istica lly  w ith  th e  s tru c tu re  of th e  lan g u ag e  th a t T olkien  theo rizes for the 
Ents. O ld  E n tish  is an  ag g lu tina te  la n g u a g e —alm ost ab su rd ly  so —in  th a t it is 
b a sed  on  the  agg regation  of w o rd s  to  fo rm  a "s to ry "  of w h a t the  w o rd  
designates. The designa tion  "E ntw ife ," th o u g h  p resu m ab ly  a w o rd  in  the 
C om m on tongue, d ifferen tia tes the  fem in ine from  th e  m ascu line  in  a m an n er 
rep resen ta tiv e  of Entish  w hile  s tress ing  com m on iden tity : th e  E n tw ives are  Ents 
because  th ey  share  an essen tia l id e n tity —th e  com m on id en tity  rep re sen ted  also 
w h en  T reebeard  says, " th e ir  eyes w ere  still th e  eyes of o u r o w n  peop le" 
(III.4.476). N evertheless, th ey  are  d ifferen t in  the ir b io lo g y —w ith o u t them , there  
are  no  E n tin g s—an d  in  the ir na tu res , w h ich  define  th e ir vocations a n d  p re fe rred  
d w ellin g  p laces. T he n am e  of Entwives, w h ile  exp ressing  com m on id en tity  w ith  
g en d e red  or bio logical d ifference added to th a t iden tity , also stresses the  p rim acy  
of m arriag e  in  th e  sto ry  of th e  Ents, d raw in g  a tten tion  to  th e  m arita l re la tionsh ip  
itself an d  to  th e  ro le th a t each  in d iv id u a l p lays in  th e  u n io n /u n ity  of m arriage .

If th e  E n tw ives ' n am in g  p o in ts  to th e  p rim acy  of m arriag e  in  th e  sto ry  
of th e  E n t an d  E ntw ife, The Silmarillion an d  T o lk ien 's  in te n d e d  ep ilogue  to  The 
Lord o f the Rings re in force th is em phasis. T hough  largely  absen t from  the 
scholarsh ip , th e  tw o  d rafts  of T o lk ien 's  ep ilogue to  The Lord o f the R ings— an 
ad d itio n  th a t w as rejected  b y  T o lk ien 's  earliest read e rs  a n d  u ltim a te ly  
ab an d o n ed  b y  T olkien  h im se lf—reo rien t th e  re ad e r to m arriag e  as a central 
focus of the  tale of th e  E nts an d  th e  E ntw ives. T he ep ilogue, set several years 
after F ro d o 's  d e p a rtu re  from  M idd le-ea rth , reco rds th e  questions of th e  n ex t 
gen era tio n  of h o b b its—th e  ch ild ren  of M aste r Sam w ise G am g ee—ab o u t the 
even ts su rro u n d in g  th e  W ar of th e  R ing, as w ell as S am 's specu la tive  answ ers. 
In  these  d rafts, S am 's d au g h te r R osie-lass expresses h e r  p a rticu la r concern  for 
th e  possib le  reu n io n  of the  E nts w ith  th e  E ntw ives, p ro m p tin g  Sam  to speculate  
th a t the irs is "a n  o ld  trouble , too  o ld  a n d  too d eep  for folks like u s  to  m en d ,"  
an d  to w rite  in  h is n o tes  th a t "m aybe, E n tw ives do  n o t w an t to  be fou n d ; an d  
m ay b e  E nts are  n o w  tired  of look ing" (Sauron Defeated [Sauron] 116, 123). S am 's 
specu la tion  is m ore  th a n  read e rs  an d  critics k n o w  or can specu la te  from  th e  final
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tex t of The Lord o f the Rings, how ever,8 a n d  Sam  is revea led  as a som ew hat 
u n re liab le  narra to r, a d m ittin g  even  as h e  offers these  specu la tions th a t h e 's  
"n ev er h e a rd  of anyone  as h a s  ever seen an  E n t since those  days" (Sauron 116). 
In  th e  questions of S am 's y o u n g  ch ild ren , w h ich  cen ter on  th e  so rrow s of 
M idd le -ea rth , th e  fate  of E nts a n d  E n tw ives is g ro u p ed  w ith  the  fate of A rw en  
an d  th e  p re su m e d  sadness of C eleborn  after G alad rie l's  d ep a rtu re , w h ich  firm ly  
situa tes  th e  E nts am o n g  o th er p a irs  of su n d e red  spouses, revealing  th a t th e  sto ry  
of th e  E n t an d  E ntw ife  is one of th e  m ore  com pelling  "loose en d s"  a t the  e n d  of 
The Lord o f the Rings in  th e  m in d  of the  au thor.

M ythically , th e  d iv ision  be tw een  E nt a n d  E ntw ife  is an tic ipa ted  in  the 
sto ry  of th e ir c reation  b y  Y avanna as a re su lt of spousa l ab so rp tion  in  separa te  
ra th e r th a n  collective in terests. F rom  The Silmarillion com e w h a t de tails w e have  
ab o u t th e  o rig ins of th e  E n ts—th e ir re la tionsh ip  to  the  creation  of M id d le -ea rth  
b y  Ilu v a ta r a n d  th e  sub-creation  of th e  Valar. C onsp icuously , th is  is a tale of 
jea lousy  an d  m is tru s t in  a m arriag e  th a t lacks the  p rov ision  for p ro g en y  in  the 
o rd in a ry  sense. In  The Silmarillion, A ule creates the  dw arves o u t of h is 
im patience  to  see the  ch ild ren  of Iluvatar, h id in g  h is  creation  from  Ilu v a ta r an d  
from  h is  w ife  Yavanna. H e  is unab le , how ever, to  g ive th em  life, an d  th e  dw arves 
are  as p u p p e ts  to  h im . Ilu v a ta r d iscovers h is  illicit creative act, rep rim a n d s  h im , 
an d  u ltim ate ly  forg ives h im , accep ting  th e  dw arves a n d  g ran tin g  th em  life w ith  
th e  p rov ision  th a t th ey  w ill lie in  sleep, aw aken ing  on ly  after th e  creation  of the 
elves. A ule is pacified , b u t Y avanna is troub led .

W h en  A ule " a t las t [...] o p en ed  h is m in d  to  Y avanna," Y avanna 
acknow ledges E ru 's  (Iluvata r's) m ercy  an d  A ule 's  h ap p in e ss  th a t h is  creations 
w ill hav e  life, b u t rem ark s also th a t because  A ule w as secretive an d  h id  h is  w ork  
from  her, th e  dw arves, A ule 's "ch ild ren ,"  w ill "have  little love for" h e r  ow n  
creations (Silmarillion [Silm.] 44-45). R ather, "[t]hey  w ill delve in  the  earth , and  
th e  th in g s th a t g row  a n d  live u p o n  th e  ea rth  th ey  w ill n o t heed ."  She lam en ts 
th a t " [m ]any  a tree  shall feel th e  b ite  of th e ir iron  w ith o u t p ity "  (45). It is in  
response  to  th e  creation  of th e  dw arves, an d  as a d irec t re su lt of a secret k ep t by  
one spouse  from  ano ther, th a t th e  E nts com e in to  being . Y avanna pe titions 
M an w e for a p ro tector, an d  h e  affirm s th a t w h en  th e  E lves aw ake, " th en  the 
th o u g h t of Y avanna w ill aw ake also, a n d  it w ill su m m o n  sp irits  from  afar, an d  
th ey  w ill go am o n g  th e  kelvar [or fauna] a n d  the  olvar [or flora], a n d  som e w ill 
dw ell therein , a n d  be  h e ld  in  reverence, a n d  th e ir ju s t anger shall be feared" (46). 
T he con ten tion  be tw een  h u sb a n d  an d  w ife becom es ev id en t as Y avanna re tu rn s  
to  confron t Aule:

8 Tolkien's statement in  a letter that "what had happened to [the Entwives] is not resolved 
in  this book" seems definitive (Letters 179).
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"E ru is bountiful," she said. "N ow  let thy  children beware! For there shall 
w alk a pow er in  the forests w hose w ra th  they w ill arouse at their peril."

"N onetheless they w ill have need of w ood," said Aule, and he w ent 
on  w ith  his sm ith-work. (46)

So it is th a t from  th e ir incep tion  un til, a rguab ly , th e ir en d  in  M idd le -ea rth , the 
E n ts ' existence is fram ed  b y  a d iscourse  on  m a r r ia g e —specifically, on  th e  rig h t 
re la tio n sh ip  be tw een  h u sb a n d  a n d  w ife, an d  h o w  th e  a ttitu d es  of h u sb a n d  an d  
w ife to w ard s  each o th er an d  to w ard  the ir v o ca tio n s—w h e th e r as sub-creators 
o r s te w a rd s—affect the  m arriag e  bond .

For th e  re ad e r of The Lord o f the Rings, th e  sto ry  of th e  E n tw ives beg in s 
w ith  P ip p in 's  in q u iry  as to  "h o w  [...] th ey  all d ied ."  T hough  T reebeard  takes 
offense, qu ick ly  co rrecting  P ip p in —"I n ev er sa id  died. W e lost them , I said. We 
lost th em  an d  w e canno t find  th em " (LotR  II1.4.475) —P ip p in  show s, if n o t h is 
in sigh t, th en  th e  n a tu re  of h is u n d e rs tan d in g . In  p a r t because  of th e ir rela tive 
re la tio n sh ip s w ith  tim e a n d  d istance, for a hobbit, to  lose a beloved  could  on ly  
m ean  losing  th e  be loved  to  death . A s T reeb eard  tells it, the  sto ry  is brief, th o u g h  
it sp an s th e  h is to ry  of M id d le -ea rth  from  th e  F irst A ge, w h en  th ey  w ere  yo u n g  
an d  th e  E n tw ives w ere  E n tm aidens, th ro u g h  th e  Second A ge, w h en  the 
E n tw ives ' g a rd en s  w ere  destro y ed  d u rin g  th e  w ar w ith  Sauron, an d  in to  the 
T h ird  Age, in  w h ich  th e  E ntw ives are a m em ory . T reeb ea rd 's  first te lling  reveals 
h o w  th e  E nts an d  E ntw ives h o u sed  toge ther "[w ]hen  th e  w o rld  w as young , and  
th e  w oods w ere  w id e  an d  w ild ,"  an d  h o w  their h ea rts  "d id  no t go  on  g ro w in g  
in  the sam e w ay," as the  Ents becam e m ore  dev o ted  to  w ild  n a tu re  w h ile  the 
E n tw ives p u rs u e d  th e  cu ltivation  of na tu re , fo rm ing  g a rd en s  w h ile  th e  Ents 
ro am ed  the  w ild  w o rld  (III.4.475). T hus, th e  spouses sep a ra ted  v o lu n ta rily  to 
p u rsu e  th e ir separa te  pa th s , becom ing  lo s t to  one an o th e r w h en  th e  E ntw ives' 
g a rd en s  w ere  w asted  b y  Sauron. T his in itia l te lling  b e tray s several th in g s th a t 
a re  no t d irec tly  spoken  ab o u t th e  re la tionsh ip  be tw een  th e  E nts an d  E ntw ives, 
an d  also ab o u t T reebeard 's  re liab ility  as a n a rra to r. H e  b eg in s in  a som ew hat 
de tached , fo rm al o ra l sto ry te lling  m ode, u s in g  th ird  p erso n  to  refer to  b o th  the 
E nts an d  the  E ntw ives, w ith  on ly  a paren th e tica l rem in iscence to  show  h is 
connection  to  a n d  em otional in v o lvem en t w ith  th e  tale. B eginning  as h e  does in  
th ird  person , sh ifting  la te r to  u se  of "w e" to  refer to  the  E nts alone as "w e  E nts 
w en t on  w an d erin g "  (III.4.476), T reeb ea rd 's  u se  of first p e rso n  p lu ra l to  refer to 
th e  E nts an d  E ntw ives in  th e  second  sentence of h is  ta le  is strik ing  w h en  h e  says, 
"o u r  h ea rts  d id  n o t go on  g ro w in g  in  the  sam e w ay" (475). It is on ly  in  
m en tio n in g  th e ir hearts , an d  m ore  specifically, in  stress ing  the ir d ifferen t p a th s  
an d  choices—not, no tab ly , th e ir in h e ren t d iffe ren ces—th a t T reebeard  iden tifies 
th e  E nts an d  E ntw ives (ra ther th a n  the  m ale  E nts alone) as a collective. H ere, 
T reeb ea rd 's  p ro n o u n  u se  suggests an  eq u a lity  of choice, an d  p e rh ap s  m u tu a l

32 Mythlore 130, Spring/Summer 2017



To Grow Together, or To Grow Apart: The Long Sorrow of the Ents

fault. C loaked  as an  objective tale, T reeb ea rd 's  account also b e tray s  h is bias, 
v a lid a tin g  the  p a rticu la r p a th  th a t the  Ents h ave  chosen, re fu s in g —as bo th  
C hance a n d  O lsen  h ave  p o in ted  o u t—to g e t " in side" of th e  perspective  of the 
E ntw ives, w ho  are  so like them , in  the  w ay  th a t th ey  are able to see in s id e  of 
o th er th in g s (p articu la rly  th e  trees). 9 A  typ ica l re a d in g  of T reeb ea rd 's  acco u n t— 
th a t it p riv ileges w ild  n a tu re  over ag ricu ltu re  — cloaks th e  re la tionsh ip  to  the 
O th e r th a t is also re p re se n te d . 10 Belief in  th e  strangeness of th e  sp o u se —by 
v ir tu e  of o r co rresp o n d in g  w ith  g e n d e r—seem s, here , incom patib le  w ith  un ity . 
In  "N o  T riu m p h  W ith o u t Loss: P rob lem s of In te rcu ltu ra l M arriage  in  T olk ien 's 
W orks," H o p e  R ogers a rgues th a t rep u d ia tio n  of d ifference in  m arria g e  u n io n s 
is a p a rticu la rly  destruc tive  force in  T o lk ien 's  w ork ; R ogers po in ts  to T u rin  
T u ram b a r's  p reference  for h is  ow n  race of M en over th e  Elves w ho  fo s te red  h im  
to show  how , a t its m o s t extrem e, p reference for sam eness over d ifference can 
resem ble o r even  p ro d u ce  incest (73-74). R ogers 's  d iscussion  of th e  p riv ileged  
position  of m u lticu ltu ra l un io n s  in  th e  leg en d a riu m  po in ts  to  a n eed  for th e  E nts 
an d  E ntw ives to em brace th e ir  d ifferences ra th e r th a n  desire  th e  spouse  to 
m irro r th e  self, as w h en  T reebeard  sees th ro u g h  th e  physica l changes of the 
E n tw ives b y  focusing  on  th e ir m o s t characteristic  racial fe a tu re —th eir eyes. In  
th e  case of the  Ents, the ir d ifferen t in terests  a n d  inc lina tions — differences th a t 
co rrespond  w ith  g e n d e r—ren d e r  a w ife  less "know ab le" th an  trees, an  en tire ly  
d iffe ren t species o r be in g  (how ever closely associated). T reebeard 's  obv ious an d  
s ta ted  preference  for " th e  g rea t trees, an d  th e  w ild  w oods, an d  th e  slopes of the 
h ig h  h ills ," as o p p o sed  to  th e  " lesser trees" favo red  b y  the  E n tw ives (LotR  
III.4.475), tells a sto ry  of e s tran g em en t in  th e  den ig ra tio n  of w h a t th e  O ther 
va lues because  it d iffers from  th e  preference  of the  speaker. A s th e  E n tw ives ' 
trees are " lesser" an d  th e ir pass ion  for th in g s in  th e ir p lace is less noble  (and  
possib ly  d ic ta to ria l in  P e tty 's  estim ation), so the E ntw ives them selves seem , in  
T reeb ea rd 's  telling , to be  com m on a n d  w illful. E ven as T reebeard  acknow ledges 
th a t the E n tw ives w ere  va lu ed  a n d  p ra ised  b y  th e  h u m a n  race w h ile  the  E nts 
rem ain ed  legend , he  e n d s  w ith  th e  affirm ation  th a t "h e re  w e still are, w h ile  all 
th e  g a rd en s  of th e  E n tw ives are  w asted "  (III.4.476). Survival, in  T reeb eard 's  
telling , h a s  favo red  th e  E nts ' pass ion  for w andering .

T reebeard  is n o t alone in  h is  a ttach m en t to  th e  E n ts ' w an d e rin g s  a t the 
expense  of th e  w ives ' p reference  for g ard en s; p red ic tab ly , th is  seem s com m on 
to th e  m ale  Ents. B regalad, w h o m  th e  hobb its  m ee t d u rin g  E ntm oot, speaks of 
h o w  the E nts p lan ted  ro w an  trees to  try  to  p lease  the E ntw ives, " b u t th ey  looked  
a t th em  an d  sm iled  a n d  sa id  th a t th ey  k n ew  w h e re  w h ite r b lossom  an d  richer 
fru it w ere  g row ing" (III.4.483). T his rem in iscence is particu la rly  d a m n in g —and

9 See Olsen p. 44-46.
10 See Chance's "Tolkien and the Other: Race and Gender in  Middle-earth."

Mythlore 35.2, Spring/Summer 2017 33



Nicole duPlessis

show s th a t th e  long  so rrow  con ta ins long  m em o ry  of re se n tm e n t—given  the 
context of B rega lad 's  m o u rn in g  for th e  row an-trees  of h is  hom e, h is  favorite 
trees, w h ich  h av e  been  destro y ed  b y  O rcs. In  B regalad 's  tale, th e  read e r 
perceives th e  E n tw ives ' po ten tia l fa u l t—dism issiveness to w ard s  th e ir m a te s— 
w h ile  sh o w in g  th a t th e  Ents d id  a ttem pt, a t leas t on  one occasion, to  p lease  an d  
to  reconcile. T here  is n o  w ay  to  recover th e  E n tw ives ' v ersion  of th e  tale; the ir 
perspective  h a s  been  lost. T aken together, th e  E n ts ' te s tim ony  h in ts  a t a ttem p ted  
reconciliation , b u t  does n o t leave th em  blam eless; if n o t for w an d erin g , th ey  are 
a t fau lt for th e ir stu b b o rn  insistence on  th e  su p erio rity  of th e ir o w n  pa th .

A ccord ing  to  O lsen, th e  e lv ish  song  of th e  E nt a n d  E ntw ife reveals the 
m o s t ab o u t th e  " trag ic  e stran g em en t from  th e  E n tw ives" an d  "offers som e of 
T o lk ien 's  m o s t com pelling  in s igh ts  on  th e  com plexities a n d  conflicts of life in  a 
fallen  w o rld "  (41). In  h is  analysis, O lsen  b eg in s b y  o u tlin in g  h o w  th e  song  
reveals th e  d ifference in  the E n ts ' an d  E n tw ives ' sensibilities, focusing  
specifically  on  th e  so n g 's  rep resen ta tio n  of th e  activ ity  of th e  E ntw ife  an d  the 
p ass iv ity  of th e  Ent. H e  con tinues b y  n o tin g  th a t if th e  song  is considered  as a 
debate , i t  is un c lea r w ho  is w inn ing , th e  elves ' u n b ia sed  rep resen ta tio n  of the 
tw o  perspectives su g g es tin g  co m plem en tarity  ra th e r th an  in h e ren t conflict (43
44). O lsen  iden tifies th e  lack  of "p ro -E n t b ias" as one of T reeb ea rd 's  tw o  
criticism s of th e  song, w h ich  in  tu rn  reveals T reeb ea rd 's  o w n  b ias (44-45). For 
O lsen, an  im p o rta n t function  of th e  song, an d  especially  of its  n eu tra lity , is to 
reveal to  th e  read e r the  m erits  of b o th  sides as w ell as th e  im p lied  com petition  
be tw een  th e  tw o  parties: "T he E n t an d  the  E ntw ife  of th e  song  are  so lost in  the ir 
o w n  loves th a t th ey  are  b lin d  to  o th er th ings th a t a re  eq ua lly  lovely  a n d  o ther 
perspectives th a t are equally  valuab le" (45). F inally , O lsen  reveals the 
co rru p tio n  th a t derives from  these  v arious factors — sensibilities, in terests, 
values, bias:

Their estrangem ent no t only dem onstrates the corruption  of their values; 
it also exacerbates it. The Ents and the Entwives, if unified, w ou ld  balance 
and  complete each other. Together, they w ou ld  cherish and  protect both  
the forests and the fields, and their com plem entary outlooks, their active 
and  contem plative relationships to nature, w ou ld  inform  and instruct 
each other. In  isolation, they are at risk of stagnation, even calcification. 
H aving failed in  the hum ility  tha t w ou ld  have led them  to "take on the 
colour" of their mates, their p ride in  their ow n little w orlds could lead 
them  to become genuinely im balanced. (46)

F rom  O lsen 's  analysis, a read e r learns w h a t E n tish  sin m ig h t look like, an d  h o w  
th e  E n t an d  E ntw ife sh o u ld  reo rien t th e ir p rio rities in  favor of th e ir vocations in  
M id d le -ea rth  an d  e te rna l realities. W hile th ere  is an  id e a l—th e  B eren an d  
L u th ien  version, p e rh a p s —of th e  E nts ' so rrow , a llu d ed  to  b y  Legolas, th is
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p a rticu la r song, accord ing  to  O lsen, "says n o th in g  ab o u t th e  g rief of th e  E nts 
an d  th e ir long  a n d  fru itless search; ra ther, it dep ic ts th e  stu b b o rn n ess a n d  self
ab so rp tio n  th a t led  to th e  rift in  th e  first place. I t is a cau tio n ary  tale, n o t a 
lam en t"  th a t finally  reveals, in  th e  "w in te r-apoca lypse ,"  th e  " tru e  an d  
everlasting  w o rld "  th a t lies b e h in d  the  tem p o ra l (47-48, 50).

T he song  sees the  E n t an d  E ntw ife u n ite d  a t th e  en d  as a result, O lsen  
argues, of th e  apocalypse  of w in te r. W hile h e  does n o t exp lo re  th e  possib ility  
th o rough ly , O lsen  an tic ipates the id ea  of a coopera tion  as h u sb a n d  an d  w ife  th a t 
w o u ld  lead  to th e  " tru e  a n d  everlasting  w o rld "  w h en  h e  w rites  th a t " [a ]lthough  
it is on ly  th e  g rim  an d  v io len t w in te r th a t finally  p u sh es  th e  E nt an d  E ntw ife to 
change an d  to  seek for the ir tru e  a n d  p e rm an en t h o m elan d , th ey  could  have  
com e to th is rea liza tion  earlie r" (O lsen 50). W ith  O lsen 's  considerab le  in sigh ts 
in  m in d , it is u se fu l to re tu rn  to P e tty 's  b rie f claim  th a t th e  E nts a n d  E ntw ives 
s tan d  as an  adm o n itio n  n o t to  neg lec t o n e 's  spouse: to  consider h o w  th e  long  
so rrow  of th e  E nts specifically  a n d  delibera te ly  po in ts  th e  read e r to w ard  the 
challenges of m arria g e  in  a fallen  w orld , an d  especially  in  T olkien a n d  L ew is 's  
w o rld  of g en d e red  d iv isions, im p ly in g  an  idea l of lovers w alk in g  side b y  side in  
fr ien d sh ip  a n d  com m on p u rsu it.

T hough  it m ig h t n o t seem  as a p p a re n t as th e ir d ifferences, ev idence of 
th e  b o n d  be tw een  th e  E nts a n d  the E n tw ives p e rm eates  th e  n arra tive . W hile he  
is n o  longer actively  searching, T reeb ea rd 's  questions to  P ip p in  an d  M erry  on 
w h e th e r they  h ave  seen E n tw ives signal h is c o n tin u e d —if characteristically  
p a s s iv e -s e a rc h . T reeb ea rd 's  re fu sa l to  en te rta in  th e  possib ility  th a t the 
E n tw ives h ave  d ie d —called  "em p ty  h o p e"  b y  P e tty  (210)—is neverthe less  a 
h o p e  bo rn  of g rea t affection an d  m em o ry  of th e ir tim e together. In  te lling  h is 
tale, T reebeard  conveys h is  ages-long  desire  for F im breth il, first in  h is 
p a ren th e tica l tr ib u te  to  h e r  loveliness, an d  th en  in  h is  descrip tion  of th e  E nts ' 
search ing . E arly  in  th e ir separa tion , re la tive ly  speak ing , "[t]he E nts w en t on 
w andering , an d  w e on ly  cam e to  th e  g a rd en s  n o w  an d  th en "  (LotR  III.4.476). But 
h e  tells h o w  he  w as d raw n , even  after long  separa tion , to see h is  ow n  wife: h ow  
"lo n g  a g o —in  the tim e of th e  w ar be tw een  S auron  a n d  th e  M en  of th e  Sea — 
desire  cam e over [him] to see F im breth il again" (III .4.476). H e  describes h o w  
"[v ]ery  fair she w as still in  m y  eyes, w h en  I h a d  last seen her, th o u g h  little  like 
th e  E n tm aiden  of o ld " (476), su g g es tin g  an  affection th a t h a s  grow n , an d  
tran scen d s physica l attraction . In  T reeb ea rd 's  expression  of th e ir connection, 
an d  h is recogn ition  of F im breth il, in  th e  rem ark  th a t " th e ir eyes w ere  still the  
eyes of ou r o w n  p eop le" (III.4.476), it is possib le  to  h e a r an  echo of L ew is 's  
descrip tion  in  The Four Loves of lovers w h o  are  face-to-face, ab so rbed  in  one 
o th e rs ' eyes. H ow ever, as a con trast a n d  com plem ent, a read e r m ig h t n o te  th a t 
T olkien  p laces, in  h is descrip tion  of th e  E n ts ' eyes, th e ir d efin ing  racial 
characteristic  an d  th e  v isu a l sign  of th e ir sou lfu l in telligence an d  slow
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considera tion  of all th in g s w ith in  th e ir know ledge. T he search  a n d  so rrow  of the 
E n ts—the  v e ry  sense of lo s s—p ro v id es  te s tim ony  to  the  b o n d  be tw een  th e  E nts 
an d  E ntw ives, in  sp ite  of th e ir estrangem en t. A n d  th o u g h  T reebeard  says th a t 
"as  tim e  passed , w e w en t m ore  se ldom  a n d  w an d e red  less far. A n d  n o w  the 
E n tw ives are  on ly  a m em o ry  for us, an d  ou r b ea rd s  are  long  an d  grey ," he  show s 
h is  co n tinued  desire  for F im breth il in  h is  queries an d  h is sad  w istfu lness. T his 
co n tinued  connection  suggests th a t th e  d ifferences are  n o t irreconcilable. The 
b o n d  is, in  fact, p erm an en t, las ting  b ey o n d  th e  E n ts ' residence  in M idd le -ea rth . 
T he p erm anence  of th e ir bo n d  is exp ressed  in  th e  E nts ' belief th a t "w e m a y  m eet 
aga in  in  a tim e to  com e, a n d  p e rh a p s  w e shall find  som ew here  a la n d  w h ere  w e 
can live toge ther a n d  b o th  be  con ten t,"  even  if th is  occurs "o n ly  w h en  w e have 
b o th  lo s t all th a t w e n o w  h ave"  (III.4.476). In  th e  E lvish  song, th is p erm anence  
is exp ressed  w h en  th e  E nt an d  th e  E ntw ife  finally  sing  together: "T ogether w e 
w ill take th e  ro ad  th a t lead s in to  the  W est,/ A n d  far aw ay  w ill fin d  a la n d  w here  
b o th  o u r h ea rts  m a y  rest" (III.4.477). A s th e  E nts m arch  to  Isengard , T reebeard  
says th a t he  " sh o u ld  h av e  liked  to see th e  songs com e tru e  ab o u t th e  E ntw ives," 
an d  "sh o u ld  d ea rly  h av e  liked  to  see F im breth il again" (III.4.486). T h o u g h  the 
"w ild  w o o d s call" a n d  ages pass, the  b o n d  be tw een  T reebeard  an d  F im breth il 
rem ains. Yet separa tion  h as tak en  its toll. T he E ntw ives are  n o t far from  
T reeb ea rd 's  m in d , b u t w h en  P ip p in  first in q u ires  ab o u t Ents, h e  does n o t 
m en tio n  them . T reeb eard  also h a s  som e confusion ab o u t h o w  to describe the 
E ntw ives. W hen  P ip p in  asks w h e th e r th ey  are  like T reebeard  (or Ents) a t all, 
T reeb eard  answ ers h es itan tly  th a t h e  does n o t rea lly  k n o w  now  (IlI.4.472)—the 
E n tw ives m a y  h ave  changed , even  since T reebeard  las t saw  them , "b en t an d  
b ro w n ed  b y  th e ir labour; th e ir h a ir  p a rch ed  b y  th e  su n  to  th e  h u e  of r ip e  corn 
an d  th e ir cheeks like re d  app les" (III.4.476). L ong  years of sep a ra tio n  h av e  not, 
how ever, so ftened  m em o ry  of th e ir differences, as T reebeard  an d  B regalad  
indicate.

B ecause of the ir d ifferences in  p ass io n s an d  preferences, o r a difference 
in  the ir ap p roaches to  liv ing  th ings, th e  E nts h av e  been  su n d ered . B ut w e see 
also th a t th is  w as a slow  process. A s T reeb eard  says, th ey  d id  n o t "go  on 
g ro w in g  in  the  sam e w ay ." T his p a rticu la r p h ra s e —an d  the  idea  th a t separa tion  
is a p ro ce ss—deserves atten tion : w h a t it m ig h t m ean  to "go on  g ro w in g  in  the 
sam e w ay ," w h a t it looks like to  g ro w  differen tly , an d  h o w  th a t p rocess resu lts  
in  g ro w in g  apart. For perspective  on  th e  question  of "g ro w in g  apart,"  o r failing  
to  g ro w  together, it is u se fu l to  tu rn  aga in  to L ew is 's  The Four Loves. In  h is 
d iscussion  of A ffection, L ew is tells a sto ry  of g ro w in g  ap a rt u s in g  sib lings (of 
an y  g en d er) as an  exam ple. T he sib lings in itia lly  share  ev e ry th in g  un til, 
accord ing  to  L ew is, "a  d read fu l th in g  h ap p en s . O ne of th em  flashes ah ead  — 
discovers p o e try  or science or serious m usic  or p e rh a p s  u n d e rg o es  a relig ious 
conversion" (46). W h a t fo llow s th is sh ift in  in te re s t—th is ju m p in g  a h e a d —are
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tw o  jealousies: first, th e  e s tran g ed  sib ling 's  "jea lousy  of the th in g  itself," and  
la te r of th e  friends th a t com e as a re su lt of th e  n ew  in te res t (46). L ew is no tes  th a t 
th e  jea lousy  is o ften  exp ressed  th ro u g h  m ockery  of th e  in terest, o r of th e  sib ling  
w ith  th e  in terest, a n d  th a t in  d raw in g  one m em b er apart, the  n e w  in te re s t can 
d iv id e  a fam ily  in  an g er th a t "H e w ho  w as once U s h as becom e one of T hem " 
(46-47). C o n sid erin g  the  ex trem e exam ple  of a fam ily 's  rejection an d  anger, it is 
d ifficu lt to  see h o w  the  "u n h as ty "  E nts m ig h t share  in  th is. T hey  do  n o t m ock 
th e  E n tw ives ' g a rden ing , th o u g h  th e  lan g u ag e  of T reeb ea rd 's  ta le  b e tray s a 
certa in  petu lance , a n d  p e rh ap s  a h in t of jea lousy  of th e  ad m ira tio n  th a t the 
E n tw ives receive from  th e  h u m a n  races. S trikingly, how ever, it is an  in te rest th a t 
th e  tw o —prev io u sly  u n if ie d —do n o t share  th a t leads to  estrangem en t. W hat 
L ew is re la tes w ith  specific reference to  siblings, in  con trast to  the love th a t 
fr iends share  because  of a com m on in terest, T olkien  dep ic ts in a context th a t is 
b ey o n d  L ew is 's  consideration . For Lew is, E ro s—th e  love of lovers o r sp o u se s— 
is n o t a love th a t is fo u n d e d —or even  p rim arily  focused  o n —in terests. W hen  
L ew is evokes spousa l re la tio n sh ip s a t th is m o m en t in  The Four Loves, it is to 
claim  th a t for the  siblings, o n e 's  n e w  p ass io n a te  in te rest causes "a  m ore  
m iserab le  sense of desertion  or a fiercer jea lousy" th an  " th e  in fide lity  of a w ife 
o r h u sb a n d "  (46). In  Tolkien, w e find  th a t th ere  can be  in  m arriag e  the  sam e 
jealousy , w ith  the  sam e cause, pa rticu la rly  in  B regalad, h u r t  deep ly  b y  the 
E n tw ives ' p reference  for th e ir cu ltiva ted  trees over the  row an . H ere, w e m ig h t 
consider L ew is 's  m o d e l of lovers: a m o d e l of m u tu a l abso rp tion , T olkien  seem s 
to  suggest, is in ad eq u a te  for an  e te rna l bond , a n d  falls a p a rt w h en  the  lovers 
p u rsu e  in d iv id u a l in terests. As in  L ew is 's  n ex t stage  of friendsh ip , in  w h ich  
fam ilia l re la tio n sh ip s g ive w ay  a n d  the  in d iv id u a l 's  perso n a l g ro w th  becom es a 
"g ro w in g  to ge ther"  of fr iends in p u rsu it of a com m on in terest, it seem s possib le  
to  re ad  th e  sto ry  of th e  E nts as im ply ing , if on ly  as an  idea l th a t canno t be 
rea lized  in  a fallen  w orld , a m odel of m arria g e  in  w h ich  h u sb a n d  a n d  w ife can 
p roceed  on  a pa th , facing  fo rw ard , jo u rn ey in g  as friends jo ined  b y  a com m on 
in terest, o r en g ag em en t w ith  each o th e rs ' in terests.

T his b o n d  of com m on in te rests  is so m eth in g  b o th  au tho rs  
acknow ledge as d ifficu lt o r im possib le. L ew is p o in ts  to  trad itio n a l d ifference in  
education : re fe rrin g  g en e ra lly —an d  w ith  p ity  an d  c o n te m p t—to  w o m en  w ho  
seek to  in te rac t w ith  m e n  in  in te llec tual contexts, h e  describes th e  "w o m an  w ho  
h a s  h a d  m ere ly  school lessons an d  has ab an d o n ed  soon after m arria g e  w h atever 
tinge  of 'c u ltu re ' th ey  gave  h e r —w h o se  read in g  is th e  W o m en 's  M agazines an d  
w hose  genera l conversation  is a lm ost w ho lly  n a rra tiv e "  a n d  h e r  difficulty  
en te r in g  th e  m a le  circle, even  if th e  m en  "d eem " h e r  to  be  a fu ll m em b er by  
v ir tu e —seem in g ly —of an o th e r re la tionsh ip . B ecause of th e  w o m an 's  difference, 
tw o  p o ten tia l s itua tions a r ise —th e  b e tte r of w h ich  succeeds in  d u m b in g -d o w n  
th e  m e n 's  in te llectual d iscourse  (Lew is 74-75). L ew is 's  a ttitu d e  to w ard  w o m en 's
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en try  in to  m e n 's  society, la te r m o d ified  for L ew is b y  Joy D av idm an , fram es 
H u m p h re y  C a rp en te r 's  d iscussion  of E d ith  T o lk ien 's  p lace in  h e r  h u sb a n d 's  life. 
In  a chap te r th a t b eg in s w ith  an  ep ig rap h  from  C.S. L ew is 's  The Four Loves, 11 

C arp en te r describes h o w  E d ith  h a d  "o n ly  been  g iven  a lim ited  ed u ca tio n  a t a 
g irls ' b o a rd in g  school w hich , w h ile  good  in  m usic, w as ind iffe ren t in  o ther 
subjects," h o w  she h a d  " sp e n t a p e rio d  in  a m a rk ed ly  non -in te llec tua l m id d le - 
class h o u seh o ld ,"  an d  h o w  h e r  com pan ion  after h a d  been  h e r  "p o o rly -ed u ca ted  
m id d le -ag ed  cousin  Jennie" (156). C arp en te r 's  com m en tary  m ak es clear th a t 
" th e re  h a d  been  no chance e ither to  con tinue  h e r  ed u ca tio n  or im prove  h e r 
m in d "  (156). W hile she h a d  been  tra in ed  to  be  a m usic  teacher o r soloist, as a 
"m idd le-c lass w ife," w o rk in g  w o u ld  h av e  u n d e rm in e d  h e r  h u sb a n d 's  s ta tu s  as 
b read w in n e r (156). C arp en te r ind ica tes th a t w h ile  h e r  h u sb a n d  en joyed  h e r 
m usic, h e  d id  n o t en co u ra g e —or see any  n eed  fo r—E dith  to  be  an  in tellectual. 
T he chap te r con tinues to  re la te  h o w  E d ith 's  shyness p rev en ted  h e r  from  
en g ag in g  even  as a hostess o r m o v in g  a t all w ith in  O xford  society. At the  e n d  of 
h e r  life, E d ith  as "shy, uncerta in , som etim es tro u b led  w ife  of an  O xford  
p ro fesso r"  g ives w ay  to " th e  sociable g o o d -h u m o red  M iss B ratt of the 
C h elten h am  days,"  b u t o n ly  in  a "se ttin g  w h e re  she rea lly  b e lo n g e d "—one in  
w h ich  h e r  h u sb a n d  w as in te llec tually  d ep riv ed  (C arpen te r 251). Even w h en  
d iscussing  th e  coup le 's  m u tu a l friends, C arp en te r felt it necessary  to reco rd  th a t 
"[s]he an d  R onald  d id  n o t a lw ays ta lk  ab o u t the  sam e th ings to the  sam e people, 
an d  as th ey  g rew  o ld er each w en t h is  an d  h e r  o w n  w ay  in  th is respect, R onald  
d iscou rsing  on  an  E nglish  p lace -nam e a p p a ren tly  ob liv ious th a t th e  sam e visito r 
w as sim u ltan eo u sly  b e in g  ad d re ssed  b y  E d ith  on  th e  subject of a g ran d ch ild 's  
m easles"  (161). S trikingly, C a rp en te r 's  ju d g m en t com es seven teen  years after 
L ew is 's  The Four Loves, and , th o u g h  p u b lish ed  in  1977, con tinues to  shape  h o w  
co n tem p o ra ry  sch o la rs—in c lu d in g  those  w h o  consciously  ad o p t fem in ist 
p e rsp ec tiv es—view  an d  rep resen t E d ith  T o lk ien .12

11 The epigraph reads: "What were the women doing meanwhile? How should I know? I 
am a man and never spied on the mysteries of the Bona Dea" (156).
12 For example, Fredrick and McBride, taking Carpenter as a model, assert baldly that 
Tolkien "did not wish for his wife to enter the intellectual side of his life," and that "[h]e 
had  grown comfortable w ith the separation between his intellectual pursuits, associated 
w ith male companionship since his school days, and his domestic life." They further claim 
that "Tolkien assumed Lewis's dictum to be true that women entering into men's 
conversation w ould spoil things," and accuse Tolkien of commitment to a "sexist double 
standard—that a m an should enjoy both an intellectual and a domestic life but that a 
woman should find satisfaction solely w ithin the domestic sphere," which "prevented 
[Tolkien] from encouraging his wife's intellectual development" (Fredrick and McBride 
49-51). Uniquely, John D. Rateliff contests Carpenter's representation of Tolkien as "a man 
who, by choice, spent most of his time, most of his life, in  exclusively male company" 
(Rateliff 41). Rateliff cites Tolkien's description of himself as "a m an surrounded by [...]
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wife, daughter, grandchildren" by w ay of introducing his subject, Tolkien's "Lifelong 
support for women's higher education," and contrasts Tolkien's support of women with 
"the starkly dismissive attitude of C.S. Lewis" (Rateliff 42). Offering a nuanced view, 
Melissa Smith compares Edith to an international war bride, citing John Garth's account 
of the various barriers to acceptance that Edith faced w hen marrying, and verifying in  a 
different context—that of the pre-Inklings group of friends, the TCBS—Lewis's claim that 
women destroy men's society (Smith 213).

To Grow Together, or To Grow Apart: The Long Sorrow of the Ents

In  sp ite  of C a rp en te r 's  rep resen ta tion , the  T o lk iens' d ifferences in  
ed u ca tio n  an d  in terest, d iv ision  of labor, a n d  separa tion  of w ork  an d  hom e, 
seem  less exceptional w h en  v iew ed  accord ing  to  th e  no rm s of th e  early  
T w en tie th  C en tu ry , an d  the ir m arriag e  h a rd ly  a failure . T hough  th ey  w ere  n o t 
necessarily  jo ined  e ither b y  th e  w ife 's  ab so rp tion  in  h e r  h u sb a n d 's  w o rk  or 
desire  to  p la y  hostess to h is colleagues, a d ifferen t pow erfu l b o n d  in  the 
T o lk iens' m arriag e  connects T o lk ien 's  experience of m arriag e  to  h is  v ision  of the 
so rrow s of th e  Ents. C arp en te r sta tes w h a t th e  Tolkien Family A lbum , a collection 
of p h o to g rap h s  cu ra ted  by  John  an d  Priscilla  Tolkien, conveys: th a t th e  Tolkiens 
sh a red  a lifelong b o n d  th ro u g h  the ir ch ild ren , a n d  th e ir ch ild ren 's  children . 
C h ild re n —or th e ir ab sen ce—also in fo rm  a re a d e r 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  E nts 
an d  E n tw ives ' separa tion . In  th e  un fo ld in g  of th e  sto ry  of th e  E nts a n d  E ntw ives, 
th e  absence of ch ild ren  p ro v id es  th e  m otiva tion  for th e  storytelling , an d  
suggests an e lem en t of T o lk ien 's  idea l v ision  of m arriage . W hile it quick ly  
becom es lost in  th e  la rg er story, th e  long  so rrow  is b o u n d  u p  w ith  p rocreation  
from  its in itia l revelation . I t is in  response  to  P ip p in 's  question  of w h y  there  w ere  
so few  Ents, a n d  w h e th e r m a n y  h ave  d ied , th a t T reebeard  explains, " th ere  w ere 
n ev er m an y  of u s  a n d  w e h ave  n o t increased . T here h ave  been  n o  E ntings —no  
ch ild ren , you  w o u ld  say, n o t for a te rrib le  long  coun t of years" (LotR  III.4.475). 
H ere, he  first m en tio n s the  loss of th e  E ntw ives. T hat ch ild ren  are a v isib le sign 
of th e  u n ity  of th e  spouses, an d  th a t th ey  are  a p o w erfu l u n ify in g  force in  the 
hom e, seem s im plic it in  th e  sto ry  of th e  E nts a n d  E ntw ives. C h ild ren  p ro v id e  a 
bond , albeit one th a t is un ab le  to u n ite  th e  couple  for e tern ity . T olkien 
d ram atizes  a k in d  of em p ty -n est sy n d ro m e  in  w h ich  h a v in g  ch ild ren  together 
n o  longer, 13 th e  E nts an d  E ntw ives h ave  gone the ir separa te  w ays an d  lost each 
o th e r—and, consequently , th e  ab ility  to  h av e  ch ild ren . C o n sid erin g  again  the 
E n ts ' creation, Y avanna an d  A ule are, like all of the  V alar in the final version  of 
The Silmarillion, ch ild le ss—an d  yet it is th e ir separa te  desire  to  create th a t y ie lds 
strife be tw een  th em  a n d  be tw een  th e ir "ch ild ren ."  C h ild ren  th u s  h ave  a special 
p lace in  m arriage , as m ig h t be  expected  for a w rite r w h o  w as also d evou tly  
C atholic. T h o u g h  th e  em p h asis  in  T reeb ea rd 's  sto ry  is on  th e  E nt a n d  Entw ife, 
th e  m arriag e  is ab o u t m o re  th an  th e  co u p le—it is ab o u t th e  fam ily  un it. It m ig h t

13 That Entmaidens seemingly disappeared before Entwives suggests that the problem of 
procreation pre-existed the complete disappearance of the Entwives.
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seem  possib le  to  overs ta te  w h a t C.S. L ew is neverthe less  overlooks in  The Four 
Loves— th a t m arriage , ra th e r th a n  p o sition ing  a couple  as e te rna lly  face-to-face, 
positions th e  lovers side b y  side on  a com m on ro a d —w hich  inc ludes th e  w ork  
of m a in ta in in g  a fam ily  u n i t—an d  req u ires  th a t th ey  g row  toge ther o r risk  
g ro w in g  apart. H ere  w e m ig h t theo rize  tw o  com peting  m o d els  of m arriage: the 
v e ry  m o d e rn  conception  of m a rria g e  in  w h ich  h u sb a n d  a n d  w ife  are still seen 
p rim arily  as ind iv idua ls , accord ing  to  w h ich  C a rp en te r 's  accoun t p asses 
ju d g m en t on  th e  T o lk iens' m arriage , a n d  th e  m o d e l of a m arriag e  in  w h ich  the 
couple  o r fam ily  as a u n it m erg es  th e  in te rests  of tw o  in d iv id u a ls , w hich  
m odifies th e  in w ard -g az in g  m o d e l of lovers th a t C.S. L ew is rep resen ts  
n ega tive ly  as b e in g  in ferio r to  the love of F riends. In  the Ents, as, arguably , 
e lsew here  in  h is  w orks, T olkien  reaches for a com prom ise  be tw een  th e  tw o.

T his ideal exists aga in s t th e  back d ro p  of T o lk ien 's  social reality . As 
L ew is adm its , C arp en te r ind icates, a n d  h is to ry  confirm s, th e re  typ ica lly  have  
b een  b a rrie rs  to  in te llec tual eq u a lity  be tw een  m en  an d  w om en. In  sp ite  of the 
ind ica tion  th a t E d ith  T olkien  d id  h ave  an  in te rest in  h e r  h u sb a n d 's  creative 
w o rk —in  1917, w h en  h e  w as on  sick leave from  th e  W ar, E d ith  "m ad e  a fair copy 
of 'T h e  Fall of G ondo lin ', w ritin g  it o u t in  a large exercise-book" (C arpen ter 
103)—this in te rest an d  eng ag em en t seem s to h av e  w aned ; w h e th e r th is occurred  
because  of th e  d em an d s  of th e  fam ily  th a t w as th e ir p rim a ry  b o n d  or because  he  
"left h e r  b eh in d "  b y  g ro w in g  in  h is p ro fession  c a n n o t—an d  n eed  n o t—be 
ju d g e d  conclusively. A s w ith  the Ents, there  m a y  be  som e fau lt to  be fo u n d  w ith  
th e  h u sb an d ; even  C arp en te r suggests th a t if T olkien  " h a d  show n  h e r  m o re  of 
h is  'b o o k ish ' face an d  h a d  tak en  h e r  in to  th e  com pany  of h is m ale  friends, she 
m ig h t n o t h ave  m in d e d  so m u c h  w h en  these  e lem en ts loom ed  large  in  their 
m arriag e"  (75). N evertheless, L ew is 's  com m entary , C a rp en te r 's  rep resen ta tion , 
an d  E d ith  an d  R o n a ld 's  m a rrie d  separa tion  of sp h eres seem  re la ted  to  th e  self
seg regation  of th e  E nts an d  th e  E ntw ives accord ing  to  g en d ered  in terests, as the 
E nts an d  E n tw ives separa te  n o t as in d iv id u a l couples, b u t en masse. T hus, the 
E nts an d  E n tw ives ' separa tion  can be  re a d  as a critique of th e  g en d e red  d iv isions 
of society th a t sep a ra ted  m e n  a n d  w om en , m a k in g  it d ifficult if n o t im possib le, 
as Lew is claim s, for th e  tw o  to  m e e t successfully  in  p erso n a l re la tio n sh ip s based  
in  b ro ad e r sh a red  experiences, such  as in te llec tual p u rsu its  an d  friendsh ips. 
H ere, w e m ig h t com pare  th e  e s tran g em en t of A ld ario n  an d  E rend is in  The 
Unfinished Tales, of w h o m  R ogers no tes  th a t "[t]heir inab ility  to  f in d  a place 
w h ere  th ey  can live toge ther destroys th e ir re la tionsh ip , w h ich  sp lits  a long  bo th  
cu ltu ra l an d  g en d e red  lines as E rend is  ensconces h erse lf in  E m erie in  a solely 
fem ale h o u seh o ld  w h ile  h e r  h u sb a n d  lives on  h is  sh ip  E am ber w ith  the  m ale 
V en tu rers"  (R ogers 77). Sim ilarly, th e  E nts long  for a p lace "w h ere  bo th  o u r 
h ea rts  m ay  rest."  W hile R ogers casts it as a cu ltu ra l difference, an d  does no t 
m en tio n  th e  E nts a n d  E n tw ives a t all, E ren d is 's  w ith d raw a l from  h e r  h u sb a n d

40 Mythlore 130, Spring/Summer 2017



To Grow Together, or To Grow Apart: The Long Sorrow of the Ents

in to  a fem ale-cen tered  h o u seh o ld  com es as a d irec t re su lt of conflict over 
A ld a rio n 's  v o ca tio n —arg u ab ly  bo th  a calling  an d  an  o b sess io n —as a m ariner. 
T he w ith d raw a l of th e  E ntw ives seem s a m ore  ben ig n  fo rm  of th e  gestu re  of 
separa tion  along  g en d e r lines; th e re  is no  ind ica tion  th a t th e  E n tw ives reject the 
m ascu line  as such. 14 T he song  of th e  E n t an d  E n tw ife—an  E lvish com position , 
n o t an  E ntish  o n e —positions th e  E nt an d  E ntw ife  on  a shared  ro ad  w hile  also 
su g gesting  th a t th e  w o rld  is u n fit to  n u r tu re  a m arriag e  th a t is d iv id ed  b y  
p e rso n a l in terests. T hough  th e  E nts travel th e  ro ad  separa te ly , "w o rk  of love" — 
for m u tu a l perfection  in  C atho lic  th o u g h t, for m a in ten an ce  of th e  re la tionsh ip  
in  The Four Lowesis—suggests a responsib ility  on  th e  p a r t of spouses: w ork  
w hich , for th e  Ents, m ig h t h ave  been  m an ifest in  th e  p lan tin g  of th e  ro w an  trees. 
F ailing  in  th a t w ork , th e  ove rw h e lm in g  sense is th a t th e  E nts ' u n io n s —on a 
g ra n d  sca le—w ere  allow ed  to  sim p ly  fade  from  ap a th y  or from  th e  " lo n g  m arch  
of years"  a n d  the  su p e rn a tu ra l n a tu re  of n ear-im m orta ls.

C o n trad ic tin g  m ore  co n tem p o rary  W estern  trad itio n  reg a rd in g  
m arriages, T olkien  w rite s  in  a le tte r of adv ice  to h is  son M ichael th a t "n ea rly  all 
m arriages, even  h a p p y  ones, a re  m istakes: in  th e  sense th a t a lm ost certa in ly  (in 
a m ore  perfec t w orld , o r even  w ith  a little m ore  care in  th is v e ry  im perfec t one) 
b o th  p a rtn e rs  m ig h t have  fo u n d  m ore  su itab le  m ates"  (Letters 51). In  con trast to 
th is seem ing ly  u n ro m an tic  no tion , T olkien  reveals th a t " th e  're a l sou l-m ate ' is 
th e  one you  are  ac tua lly  m a rrie d  to" (51), th e  one w ith  w h o m  you  grow , 
p erh ap s , o r the  one w ith  w h o m  you  do  th e  w o rk  of Eros. A s th e  le tte r continues, 
h e  considers lite ra ry  rom ance, a n d  h o w  it "still d azzles us, catches u s  b y  the 
th roat" :

14 The story of Aldarion and Erendis suggests, in  addition to a critique of the existing 
gendered divisions, a possible critique of perceived feminist gender segregation. In C.S. 
Lewis's That Hideous Strength, the plot division between husband and wife into gendered 
character groupings comes as a result of the wife's rejection of domesticity, and the 
resolution ultimately challenges feminist withdrawal from men into female-centered 
groups. By comparison, the Ents are threatened as a race and as husbands by the 
withdrawal of the Entwives; Aldarion's succession and his status as husband are 
threatened by his wife's rejection and withdrawal into a female-centered household. The 
important distinction is that the more "feminist" gesture in  Tolkien's and Lewis's works 
is the drawing away of one woman (Erendis or Jane Studdock), each in  anger. The 
Entwives' pursuit of agriculture is guileless, by comparison, and not a rejection of either a 
particular man or men in  general.
15 For example, Lewis describes Eros as a godparent who "makes the vows," while "we 
[...] must keep them" (115). To maintain romantic love, "We must do the works of Eros 
w hen Eros is not present" (115).
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[P]oems and stories in  m ultitudes have been w ritten  on  the them e, more, 
probably, th an  the total of such loves in  real life (yet the greatest of these 
tales do not tell of the happy  m arriage of such great lovers, bu t of their 
tragic separation; as if even in  this sphere the tru ly  great and splendid in 
this fallen w orld  is m ore nearly achieved by 'fa ilu re ' and  suffering). In 
such great inevitable love, often at first sight, w e catch a vision, I suppose, 
of m arriage as it should have been in  an unfallen w orld. In  this fallen 
w orld  we have as our only guides, prudence, w isdom  (rare in  youth, too 
late in old age), a clean heart, and  fidelity of w ill.........(Letters 52)

A s w ith  o ther aspects of T o lk ien 's  w orld -b u ild in g , h is  dep ic tion  of m arriag e  
ov erw h elm in g ly  acknow ledges the  " lo n g  defeat" of life in  a fa llen  w orld , b u t 
g ives a re ad e r g lim pses, as h e  w rites  to  M ichael, of m arriag e  as it sh o u ld  have  
been . Som e of th e s e —A rag o rn  a n d  A rw en , G alad rie l a n d  C eleborn , o r Beren 
an d  L u th ien , p e rh a p s —show  th e  "g rea t inev itab le  love." By contrast, Tolkien 
offers as a g u id e  th e  long  w isd o m  of th e  E n ts—or, in d eed , th e  in sigh ts of the ir 
se lf-decep tion—d ram a tiz in g  the ir long  separation ; n o t the  apex  of p ass io n  b u t a 
slow , so lita ry  decline an d  so rrow  a t a loss th a t m a y  h ave  been  p reven tab le . H ere, 
w e lea rn  th a t the  fallen n a tu re  of th e  w o rld  does n o t a llow  for an  easy  connection  
be tw een  spouses, an d  th a t m arriag e  is ac tiv e—req u irin g  w ork  m u ch  like the 
te n d in g  of th e  E n tw ives ' g a rd en  in  o rd e r to  b ea r f ru i t—ra th e r th a n  a passive 
state, the idea l of a love th a t w ill s im p ly  con tinue  in  b liss as ages pass. In  th is 
long  defeat, w e have, nevertheless, a g lim pse  of hope: th e  possib ility  th a t an 
in v o lvem en t in  o r connection  b y  w ay  of m u tu a l in te rests  an d  p u rs u its —th a t 
w hich , for C.S. L ew is ep itom izes th e  d is tinc tion  be tw een  Eros, w h ich  lacked  th is 
connection, a n d  F rie n d sh ip —is th e  ideal for h u sb a n d  an d  w ife, particu la rly  
lack ing  th e  p resence  of ch ild ren  an d  g ran d ch ild ren . A gain, L ew is he lp s  to  clarify  
th e  pecu lia r inc lusion  of a ta le  of e strangem en t, a n d  exp la in  its po ignancy . L ew is 
tells of h o w  all loves can d is trac t from  th e  e te rn a l—h o w  love of th in g s (even 
trees) an d  love of a lover m a y  tu rn  one aw ay  from  G od. A s m o s t people , Lew is 
argues, believe th a t o u r "n a tu ra l loves," th e  "genera l fabric of o u r ea rth ly  life 
w ith  its affections an d  re la tionsh ip s ,"  are, in  fact, p a r t of heaven , th ere  m u s t be 
a p rocess of conversion  invo lved , since, h e  says, "n o th in g  can en te r th e re  w h ich  
canno t becom e h eaven ly" (136). T he E nts ' love for th e  E ntw ives, w h ile  good, 
an d  valid , a n d  n a tu ra l—th a t w e, as readers , can re sp o n d  to —is nevertheless 
selfish, an d  b iased , a n d  m u s t be  p e rfec ted . 16 O lsen  arg u es th a t th e  E n ts ' an d  
E n tw ives ' d isu n ity  d etrac ts from  th e ir ea rth ly  w ork , w h ich  h a s  d is trac ted  them  
(ind iv idually ) from  th e  e ternal; a re ad in g  of th e  E n ts ' m arriag e  as a Sacram ent

16 Again, Lewis approximates Catholic theologies of marriage w ith an important 
distinction: whereas for Lewis the work of marriage moves the love toward perfection, the 
Sacramental work of marriage is leading the spouses toward perfection.
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w o u ld  claim , in stead , th a t th e  w ork  of th e  lovers for each other h a s  been  
d is ru p ted , a n d  th a t it is n o t th e ir w o rk  of th e  land , b u t the ir w ork  for each o ther 
th a t w ill p o in t th em  to etern ity . T h ro u g h  th e  E nts an d  th e ir sorrow , T olkien 
finally  p o in ts  th e  re ad e r to w ard  a m o d e l of m arria g e  th a t functions also as a 
critique of L e w is—a m o d e l in  w h ich  lovers, like friends, in  o rd e r to  g row  
together, n eed  to  discover, o r p e rh a p s  forge, a com m on road .
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