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Parents’ Thoughts on Reading Picture Books to Children
A Study of Parent Responses on Reading to Children at Ages 0, 5, and 2™ graders
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to focus on parents as readers of picture books: to study what types
of thoughts parents have toward reading picture books, and how, if at all, the parents’ thoughts change
based on the child’s developmental age. A survey with identical contents was administered thrice to 1,180
parents. The first survey participants were 282 parents with children born in 2005 aged 0; the second survey
was administered to 625 parents with children aged 5 years, and the third survey was distributed to 273
parents with children born in 2005, but currently in grade 2. The research findings are as follows: 1) Not
many differences regarding the parents’ thoughts on the significance of reading picture books based on the
child’'s developmental age were observed. 2) Many parents recognized the significance of reading and the
developmental aspects facilitated through the reading process, such as “developing sensitivity,” “strengthening
the parent-child relationship,” and “encouraging children to imagine or dream,” which were applicable across
all ages of 0, 5, and 2" graders. 3) Some parents stressed the significance of reading picture books for
the intellectual development facilitated by reading, such as “cultivating intelligence,” “accelerating speech
development,” and “learning to read” across all ages of 0, 5, and 2" graders. 4) The parents performing the
readings were not aware of its positive effects on the readers themselves.
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